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TO  HIS  xxci:lle"ncy 


THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE 


THE  EARL  OF  ELGIN, 

HIS  MAJESTY^t  AMBASSADOR  ^EXTRAORDTNARY  AT  TBE  OTTOMAN  PORTE,  i^c.  ic. 


MY  LORD, 

THE  attention,  fo  honourable  to 
your  Lord{hip*s  feelings,  with  which  I,  as  well  as  others 
of  our  countrymen,  was  favoured  by  your  Lordfhip, 
while  in  the  dominions  of  the  Grand  Seignor,  has  ex- 
cited in  me  fentiments  of  gratitude,  for  the  public  ex- 
preflion  of  which  I  hope  to  be  forgiven. 


It  is  under  this  impreilion  that  I  have  prefumed  to 

prefix  your  Lordfhip's  name  to  a  work,  which  is  the 

refult  of  my  obfervations  and  inquiries  while  in  thofe 

countries.     If  it  fhould  ferve  to  record  the  hofpitable 

and  liberal  condu6);  of  your  Lordfhip,  in  your  public 

capacity,  and  the  refpe6t  and  efleem  which  that  con- 
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du6k  could  not  fail  to  excite  in  its  Author ;  and  if,  at 
tlie  feme  time,  it  fhould  in  any  degree,  contribute  to 
your  Lordfhip's  amufement,  it  will  be  a  fubjeA  of 
permanent  fatisfa<Stion  to 

MY  LORD, 

Your  Lordfhip's  obliged  Servant, 


THE  AUTHOR 


Woohoich,  ApriJt  1803. 


PREFACE. 


TN  the  prcfent  multiplicity  of  books^  to  obtrude  a  new  work  upon 
^  the  Public  argues  na  opiiubn  in  the  Author,  that  it  either  coutains 

fotne  new  infor (nation,  or  if  the  matter  is  old,  that  it  is  in  a  drefs 
which  is  both  original  .and.adv]antageous..  To  the  latter  the  writer 
of  thefe  pages  makes  no  pretenflona ;  with  .refpe<9:  to  the  former,  the 
fault  is  his  own  if  the  work  ihould  he  found  to  contain  no  informa-> 
tion  but  what  is  already  familiar  to  his  countrymen. 

Attached  in  a  profeffional' capacity  to  the  BfitiCb  Military  Miffion 
which  accompianied  the  :army  of  the  Grand  Vizier  in  its  route 
through  Turkey,'  Syria,  and  £gypt>.  during  the  late  memorable  cam- 
paign,  he  was  certainly  in  a  fituation  peculiarly  advantageous  foe 
obferving  the  manners^  cuftoms^  and  habits  of  the  Turkifh  nation; 
not  only  in  peace^  but  in  war«  His  profefiion  afforded  him  many 
oppc^unities  ibr  improving  theie  advantages,  by^  an  intimate  com- 
munication not  only  with  the  Grand  Vizier  himfelf,  but  with  the 

« 

principal  perfbnages  of  the  Ottoman  empire. 

In  ):he  courfe  of  bis  travels,  he  faw  many  things  which,  to  him  at 
kaft,  were  uncommon ;  and  he  was  in  the  habit  (partly  to  lelievci 
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his  mind  from  the  irkfbmenefs  of  his  iltuation,  and  partly  in  the 
hope  of  gratifying  his  particular  friends)  to  note  down  whatever  ap- 
peared worthy  of  remaA.  On  x:omnltmicafting  thefe  notes  to  thofe 
for  whom  they  were  originally  intended^  it  was  their  wifli  to  fee 
them  in  print,  as  containing  matter  which,  according  to  their  partial 
^pinio<i,  was  carlculated  to  kiterbft  -t  tHU  wider  (Circle*  Sw:h  a  tafk , 
mh&eiL  he  commenced  k»  journal,  iie  Sd  not  «s^>eift  'he  fliouM  have 
to  encaunter-;  imd  this  Aatcfnscat,  in  leteiy  fc^eft  co»fonant  to 
truth,  he  truA^  will  ihicUd  him  from  the  ikv^ity  of  criticism,  K^hioh 
is  moft  tproperly  ^dxreded  sgainil  iiich  frublications  as  are,  from  the 
firft,  intended  tx)  ohaUenge  the  4ipprobation  of  the  Kiblic 

He  cannot  flatter  himfetf  mdi  lAit  ihope  that  the&  pages  will  be 
found  equally  agreeable  to  all!  readers.  To  dbmetbey  will  appeafr  in 
parts  defective,  as  they  widoubtbdly  wet ;  to  othe»s  ^tkc  A^efthor  way 
feem  occafionally  prolix,  'm  recording  %be  «paGrticula»  of  converfa- 
ttons  held  with  different  individtials,  either  ^n  the  civil  or  on  the 
military  ftate  of  the  countries  in  which  he  refided.  Yet  thoie  books 
are  perhaps  the  moft  inflradive,  and  not  the  Icaft  entertaining^ 
which  record  thitsgs  as  they  really  happened.  '''  IVuth,"  jfayB  an  ad-> 
mired  author^  "needs  no  ornatnent^  smd  in  my  opinion  what  ^e 
"  borrows  from  the  pencil  is  defdfmity/* 

.His  profdfional  duties. led  the  Author  to  pay  a  particular  and  a 
minute  attehtion  Co  the  climate  and  to  the  maladies  of  which  it  is 
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produ^tivi^  That  dreadful  diieafe>  wbich  bas  been  emphatically 
denotsuiMted  the  Flagw^  wa&  neoeilanly  a  prominent  obje£l  m  this 
&tal  catalogue ;  and>  unfortimatdy  for  the  army  Tehich  he  accom« 
paniod^  few  Europeans  have  had  equal  opportunities  of  witnefling 
its  ravages^  The  information  which  be  was^  able  to  obtain  from  the 
pra<^itionera  of  the  country  he  endearoured  carefully  to  compare 
with  the  (^^  virbicb  fell  under  hi^  own  ohferratiQn :  and  he  has 
laboured  to  diveft  himfelf  of  every  prejudice  in  inveftigating  the 
caufes  and  nature  of  a  malady  which  has  depopulated  whole  coun- 
tries, and  deftroycd  myriads  of  perfons  in  a  fliort  period  of  time ; 
which  bids  defiance  to  every  fyftem,  and  baffles  the  (kill  of  the  ableft 
profeiTors  of  the  medical  art. 

In  the  orthography  of  names,  whether  of  perfons  or  of  places,  and 
of  thofc  local  terms  which  relate  to  the  particular  ufagcs  of  the 
countries  he  vifited,  the  Author  has  not  adhered  to  any  written  au- 
thority.  In  thefe  cafes  there  is  a  general  difagreement  among  the 
learned:  no  rule  has  been  eflablifhed;  nor  is  it  pra<^icable  to  a 
foreigner  to  refer  to  etymology  in  languages  in  which  he  cannot  be 
profoundly  verfcd.  He  has  therefore  purfucd  that  method  which, 
if  not  the  moft  correft,  was  that  which  he  could  with  mofl  fafety 
and  convenience  adopt,  to  be  governed  by  the  ear,  and  to  note  down 
thefe  names  as  they  were  delivered  by  thofc  to  whom  their  oral  ufc 
and  general  application  had  rendered  them  familiar. 


•  •• 
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The  Author  concludes  this  Pre&ce  with  an  ad  of  juitice.  His 
grateful  acknowledgments  are  due  to  Lieutenant- colonel  (now  Sir 
Charles)  Holloway^  and  to  Major  Hope,  for  a  copious  fupply  of  ufeful 
and  intereiling  matter ;  alfo  to  Mr.  Spilfbury,  late  furgeon  of  his 
Majefty's  ihip  the  Tigre,  for  feveral  accurate  fketches  taken  by  that 
gentleman  upon  the  ipot ;  and  to  Mr.  Read,  draughtfman,  for  his 
accurate  fketch  of  Grand  Cairo>  and  other  places,  which  have  proved 
at  once  ornamental  and  illuflrative  of  the  work. 
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ASIATIC  TURKEY,  SYRIA,  AND  EGYPT. 


CHAPTER    r. 

MILITARY  HISStOK  APPOINTED  TO-PROCBBD  TO  TURKEY OBJECT  OF  THE 

MISSION NAMES  OF  THE  OFFICERS  WHO  ACCOMPANIED  IT DEPAR- 
TURE OF  GENERAL  KOEHLER  OVERLAND^  AND  OF  THE  AUTHOR  BY  SEA 
THEIB  RESPECTIVE  ARRIVALS  AT  CONSTANTINOPLE THE  CEREMO- 
NIES OF  CONSECRATING  THE  GRAND  VIZIER's  STANDARD  ;  OF  THE  CA- 
FITAN  pacha's  DEPARTURE  ;    AND  OF  THE  VIZIER's  TAKING  THE  FIELD. 

'  I  ^O WARDS  the  clofc  of  the  year  1798,  a  plan  was  formed  by 
his  Majefty*s  miniftezs  to  lend  to  the  dominions  of  the  Grand 
Seignor  a  Britifli  military  mtflion,  which  was  to  proceed  to  the  feat 
of  war^  and  to  ca-operate  with  the  Turks  againft  the  common 
enemy,  the  French,  who  had  by  that  time  gained  a^ftrong  footing 
in  Egypt.  For  this  purpoie  General  Koehler,  who  had  been  at 
Conftantinople  on  a  former  occafion,  was  felefled,  together  with  fe- 
veral  officers  belonging  to  the  corps  of  royal  engineers  and  royal  ar- 
tillery. Thefe,  with  a  certain  number  of  non-comraiffioned  officers 
and  privates  belonging  ttf  the  corps  of  artillery,  and  a  few  artificers, 
compofed  the  above  miffiori,  confifting  altogether  of  fevertty-fix 
persons. 


f.  TRAVELS  IN  ASIATIC  TURKEY, 

The  officers  who  were  appointed  on  this  occafion  to  aft  under 
General  Koehler  were,  Lieutenant  Colonel  HoUoway,  of  the  royal 
engineers ;  Majors  Hope  and  Fe^d,  of  the  royal  artillery ;  Major 
Fletcher  and  Captain  Lacy,  of  the  royal  engineers ;  and  Captain 
Leake,  of  the  royal  artillery :  Captain  Franklin,  who  was  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  Honourable  Elaft  India  Company,  went  in  the  capacity 
of  fecretary  to  CJeneral  Koehler ;  Mr.  Chandler  as  commiffary ;  Mr. 
Whitcman,  affiftant  commiffary ;  Meffrs,  Read  and  Pink,  draughtf- 
men ;  and  Dn  Wittman,  furgeon  to  the  miffion. 

In  order  that  no  time  ihould  ba  loft  in  carrying  into  ei&d  the 
important  objeft  ithich  this  miffion  had  in  view.  Brigadier  Greneral 
'Koehler,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Hollo  way,  commanding  the  engineers. 
Major  Hopq,  commanding  the  artillery,  Majors  Fead  and  Fletcher, 
Captain  Franklin,  and  Mr.  Pink,  fct  out  from  England,  in  the 
month  of  December,  to  proceed  overland  to  Conftantinople.  It 
may  readily  be  conceived  that,  at  fo  inclement  a  ieai<Hi  of  the  yeai', 
they  had  great  difficultiea  ta  encounter  in  the  pfofecution  of  fuch 
a  journey.  But  previoufly  to  entering  upon  this  fubjeA,  it  will  be 
proper  to  narrate  the  progrefs  of  that  part  of  the  detachment  which 
was  to  proceed  by  fea. 

It  was  tht  beginning  of  April  before  the  New  Adventure  trans- 
port, having  on  board  the  remainder  of  the  o£Eicers,  the  non-^com'- 
miffioned  officers,  and  the  privates,  together  with  the  artillery  and 
ordnance  ftores  neccffary  for  the  expedition,  failed  from  England, 
under  convoy  of  his  Majefty's  fliip  the  Charon,  of  forty- four  guns, 
and  made  a  fafe  paflage  to  Gibraltar,  in  the  courie  of  which  no  re* 
markable  incident  took  place,  except  the  ufual  occurrence  at  this 
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feaibn  c^  the  year  of  bad  weather  in  the  bay  of  Bifcaj,  when  the 
trattfpbri  being  too  heavily  laden,  Sprang  a  lealL,  and  a  quantity  of 
Ikorct  and  fome  ponfiootti/  were  obliged  to  be  throihm  oyerboard.  A 
military  artificer  was  uoifortun&tely  'wa^d  off  the  rdlcl  by  a  fur^ 
and  was.  imihedbitely  diowned^ 

Early.  Ui  the  moiraiii^  of  the^  3d  of  May  we  weighed  anchor,  and 
j&iled  frovQ  Gibtekaf .  At  ten  o'ctodc  bore  ahr^  wiith  a  fair  breeso 
frocn.  the  weft  ward;  wbic^  continHing  ts>  bldw  from  the&me  qoar*^ 
ter>  we  reached  Palermo  cm  the  lltb  f)f  May,  after  a  very  agrec^bld 
paflage  of  eight  days.  Our.ftay  at  Palarmo : afforded  na  leiiliie  tti 
ad^r«:  tbb  be^udfut  view  of  the  city »  its  fuburbsy  and  the  adjacent 
cotintiy/whieh  is  eitr^m^V*  pieaiknt  mtft  well  cultivated^  and  the 
level  fur feciQ  of  which  fbrm^  a  ibrikiog  cootrafl  with  the  high  and 
rugged  mounta^s  behind.  Our  curiofity  was  indeed  wrought  to  a 
very  high  pitcb>  and^  ftlmulated  by  ibis^  add  the  averfioa  to  the  &3y 
fo  nafturat  tp  thoie  .acc;uBwnid  to  live  on  fliore,  we  felt  A  very  ardent 
deiire  to  land,  but  were  difappointed.  We  failed  in  the  evening, 
and  were  thus  prevented'  from  viewitig  the  many  curious  and  idte- 
refting  obje^  whiQh  Palermo  contains. 

On  tfaye '  following  da;f  v/jg  were  beciln»dd  on  the  coaft  of  i^cily, 
irem  which  w^  ,wese  at  fo  fmall  a  diftancet.  that  we  had  a  diftind: 
view  of  Mount  Etna  and  Strombolo,  than  which  nothing  could  be 
l&ore.awfuliy  grand.  TheLipari  iflaodi  added  to  the  effedt  of  this 
gn^fcen^. 

We  paffed  on  the  13th  thrgrugh  the  ftraits  of  Medina,  and  were 
fwept^adpi^  j^cthQ J^f^i^  ei&ri^nt  without  experiencing  any  nnpka- 
iant  feniation.     On  the  contrary,  as  the  day  was  very  fine  and  dear, 
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-we  had  a  full  view  of  the  city  of  Meffina,  and  the  cheering' proiped 
of  a  beautiful  and  richly  direriified  cbaft^  fometimes  clouded  by  the 
recoUcdion  of  the  dreadful  earthquake  i^Hnch;  a  few  years  iincc 
ipread  defblation  through  this  delightful  country. 

On  the  1 4th,  we  were  becalmed  oh  the  coaft  of  Calabria.  On 
ihe  15th,  we  made  ibm eprogreis,  notwithftanding  the  wind  was 
contrary.  Owing  to  this  clrcumftance,  we  did  jfiot  defcry  the  iiland 
of  Zante  until  the  18th,  when  it  was  di{):ant  about  feven  or  eight 
leagues.  It  was  in  light  on  the  following  day,  the  little  wind  that 
there  was  ftill  continuing  unfavourable. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  22d,  we  made  Cerigo,  which  bore 
from  us  E.  N.  E.  diftant  about  fevch  miles.  On  the  23d,  we  de- 
fcried  Milo,  whence,  after  feveral  inefFe^al  attempts  to  procure  a 
pilot,  we  were  driven  by  a  ftrong  north- eaft  gale  upon  the  Morea. 
From  that  time  until  the  26th,  we  were  engaged  in  working  to 
windward,  to  regain  our  ftation,  which  we  at  length  efFeded,  but 
were  driven  back. 

On  the  morning  of  the  27th,  we  were  fo  fortunate  as  to  pafs  be- 
tween the  iflands  of  Thermea  and  Scrfo,  two  of  the  Cydades :  the 
wind  blowing  extremely  hard  from  the  N.  E.  our  mainfail  was  fplit. 
In  the  afternoon  we  were  clofe  in  with  Mycone,  another  of  the 
Cyclades.  ^  j.      :     . 

On  the  28th,  we  pafled  the  ifland  of  Nlcarla.  It  bleW  a  frcffi 
gale,  and  we  fhipped  a  large  quantity  of  water.  Our  ftoek  of  frefli 
provifions  was  by  this  time  exhaufted. 

On  the  29th,  we  paffed  near  the  ifland  of  Scid;^afld  6/i  the  Sift, 
defcried  Mytelene.  ^     .:. 
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On  the  evening  of  the  2d  of  June  wc  were  clofe  in  with  the 
iiland  of  Tcncdos ;  and,  being  becalmed  on  the  following  day,  were 
driven  by  the  force  of  the  current,  which  fet  in  from  the  mouth  of 
the  Dardanelles,  too  far  to  the  wcftward  to  be  enabled  to  make  for 
the  flraits. 

On  the  4th,  in  the  afternoon,  we  entered  the  Dardanelles ;  but, 
the  wind  dying  away,  were  under  the  neceifity  of  coming  to  an 
anchor  foon  after,  at  the  diflance  of  five  miles  within  the  entrance. 
We  were  there  detained  by  contrary  winds  until  the  1 1  th,  when  a 
favourable  gale  fpringing  up,  we  made  fail  at  about  eleven  o*clock 
in  the  morning,  and  paiTed  the  town  of  Gallipoli  at  five  in  the 
afternoon. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  1 4th,  we  were  in  fight  of  Confl:an- 
tinople.  We  were  ftiortly  afterwards  overtaken  by  a  ftorm  of  thun- 
der, lightning,  and  rain.  At  three  in  the  afternoon  we  came  to 
anchor  in  the  harbour,  the  Charon  and  traniport  having  fired  a 
royal  falute  on  paffing  the  Seraglio,  which  the  reader  need  not  be 
informed  is  the  palace  of  the  Grrand  Seignor.  This  term  has  been 
vulgarly  applied  to  all  places  where  the  oriental  people  confine 
their  women,  but,  in  faft,  thcfe  are  called  Harams^  and  the  word 
Seraglio  is  a  ftridly  local  appellation.  The  city,  harbour,  and  en- 
virons, prefented  a  magnificent  lpc<ftaclc,  new  in  every  rcfpeft  to  our 
eyes,  both  as  to  the  architcAure  of  the  principal  edifices  and  the 
conftruftion  of  the  city  itfelf,  but  which  wa3  on  the  whole  extremely 
fine  and  piAurcfque. 

The  whole  of  the  mifTion  was  now  afiembled  at  Conftantinoplc* 
The  officers  who  had  proceeded  thither  overland,   had  anxioully 
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waited  our  arrival ;  and  on  our  fide  we  felt  an  equal  inopatience  to 
join  them.  Our  mutual  greetings  were  followed  by  mutual  en- 
quiries ;  and  w^  coUeAed  from  them  the  following  particulars  rela- 
tive to  their  journey ,  and  tp  the  events  which  had  occurred  during 
heir  refidence  in  the  capital  of  the  Turkifti  dominions. 

Their  journey>  in  the  outfet,  had  been  attended  by  uncommon 
feverities ;  fuch^  however,  as  might  have  been  expected  from  a  fea- 
fon  more  rigorous  than  any  which  had  been  experienced  for  many 
years.  In  palling  over  to  the  continent,  they  had,  at  the  entrance 
of  the  Elbe,  been  fhipwrecked  among  the  fhoals  of  ice ;  and,  to 
relieve  themfelves  from  this  perilous  fttuation,  had  been  under  the 
neceffity  of  paffing  over  the  ice,  to  the  extent  of  two  miles,  to  gain 
the  Ihorc.  By  this  effort,  however,  they  were  providentially  &ved. 
They  now  profecuted  their  journey  to  Conftantinople,  where  they 
arrived  in  the  month  of  March  1790,  having  fet  out,  as  has  been 
mentioned  before,  towards  the  clofc  of  the  preceding  year. 

On  the  1 7th  of  the  following  month,  April,  it  was  officially  no- 
tified to  them,  that  the  Grand  Vizier  had  appointed  the  following 
day  for  their  firfl  prefentation.  He  had  made  choice  of  this  day, 
as  being  that  which  was  fixed  on  for  the  ceremony  of  the  confecra- 
tion  of  his  ftandard,  previoufly  to  his  taking  the  field,  and  to  his 
promotion  to  the  rank  of  a  pacha  of  three  tails— a  ceremony  which 
could  not  fail  to  be  highly  gratifying  to  (bangers.  To  this  mark 
of  attention  our  officers  were  not  infenfible. 

At  eleven  o'clock  in  the  morning  they  were  coado/dled  to  the 
fublime  Porte,  under  an  efcort  of  a  body  of  janiilaries,  and  attended 
by  an  interpreter.     They  were  led  to  an  apartoKnt,  whence  they 
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had  a  vietv  of  the  hall  of  the  divan,  and  of  an  cxtenfive  court-yard, 
in  which  a  very  numerous  body  of  Turks  was  aiTembled  at  prayers. 
A  little  before  noon  the  ftandard,  fupportcd  by  fevcral  of  the  great 
officers  of  ftate,  was  brought  with  great  ceremony  from  the  hall, 
and  carried  to  the  bottom  of  a  flight  of  fteps,  the  different  religious 
feAs,  the  Mufti,  Imans,  Dervices,  &c.  being  in  front  of  the  pro- 
ccffion.  A  Iblemn  prayer,  in  which  the  <pe<ftators  joined,  having 
been  repeated,  and  the  Mufti  perceiving  that  the  fun  was  at  its 
meridian  height,  the  ftandard  was  raifed  and  planted.  This  part  of 
the  ceremony  having  been  accomplilhed,  twelve  fheep  were  immo- 
lated, and  the  foot  of  the  ftandard  walhed  with  their  blood.  In 
this  ftate  it  was  to  remain  during  forty  days,  at  the  expiration  of 
which  time  his  Royal  Highnefs  was  to  take  the  field.  The  great 
officers,  namely,  the  Mufti,  the  head  of  the  Ulema,  the  Kiabey, 
the  Reis  EfFendi,  the  Tefterdar,  the  Janiflary  Aga,  &c.  who  had 
attended  on  this  occafion,  now  took  leave,  the  Mufti  being  accom- 
panied to  his  carriage,  a  fmall  clofe  vehicle  covered  with  fcarlet 
cloth,  by  the  Vizier  himfelf.  On  the  dofe  of  the  ceremony  the 
Britifli  officers  were  introduced  to  the  Reis  EfFendi,  or  (ecretary 
of  ftate  for  foreign  affairs,  by  whom  they  were  conduced  and  pre- 
fented  to  his  royal  highnefi  the  Grand  Vizier.  They  found  him 
feated  in  the  corner  of  a  roojn,  richly  furnifhed  in  the  Turkifh  ftyle, 
and  furrounded  by  a  numerous  body  of  attendants  and  mutes,  all 
of  them  fuperbly  and  elegantly  drefled.  Our  officers  being  feated, 
they  were  ferved,  according  to  the  cufiom  of  the  country,  with 
pipes,  fweetmeats,  coffee,  ftiefbet,  rofe- water,  and  other  perfumes. 
No  mark  of  diftinftion  due  to  their  rank  vras  negleded  on  this  oc- 


8  TRAVELS  IN  ASIATIC  TURKEY, 

cafion ;  and  after  they  had  been  apprifed  that  an  early  day  would 
be  appointed  for  a  fecond  interview,  they  withdrew. 

This  interview  was  not  delayed.  It  took  place  five  days  after  the 
preceding  one,  on  the  22d  of  April,  at  the  kiofque  at  Kaithana, 
where  his  highnefs  the  Vizier  had  alTembled  a  party  of  Turkilh 
artillery,  and  a  corps  of  infantry,  for  a  review,  and  for  artillery 
praftice.  The  latter  fucceeded  much  better  than  our  officers  had 
been  led  to  expeift.  The  Turkifh  artillery-men  beat  down  the  tar- 
get fcveral  times,  and  their  mortar  praAice  was  by  no  means  con- 
temptible. Lefs  praife  was  due  to  the  manoeuvres  of  the  infantry, 
and  to  the  fham-fight  which  enfued. 

The  20th  of  April  was  the  day  appointed  for  the  ceremony  of 
the  Capitan  Pacha  taking  leave  of  the  Sultan,  previoufly  to  the 
failing  of  his  fleet,  which  was  to  aft  in  concert  with  the  Ottoman 
land  forces.  The  following  was  the  etiquette  obferved  on  this  oc- 
caiion,  at  which  the  Britilh  officers  were  prelcnt.  The  Sultan,^  fur- 
rounded  by  his  guards,  offix:ers  of  ftate,  and  attendants,  all  richly 
drefled,  was  feated  in  a  magnificent  kiofque,  at  a  fmall  diflance 
from  the  Seraglio  point.  The  Capitan  Pacha  having  been  intro- 
duced, and  having  had  a  fliort  conference  with  the  Grand  Seignor, 
the  purport  of  which  was,  as  we  conjeftured,  to  receive  his  high 
commands  and  pleafure,  was  invefted  with  a  rich  caftan,  or  robe  of 
honour.  Six  of  the  captains  of  his  fleet  were  next  conduced  to 
within  a  few  paces  of  the  Sultan,  and  having  niade  their  obeifancc, 
were  invefted  with  the  caftan.  The  Capitan  Pacha  now  retired, 
being  fupported  on  each  fide  by  an  attendant,  as  is  cuftomary  with 
all  Turks  of  rank  on  thefe  public  occafions,  and  led  by  the  proper 
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officers.  He  was  in  this  manner  coridudled  to.  a  very  ekgant  twenty* 
four,  oared  barge  of  a  great  lengthy  ridily  gilt  and  1  ornamented; 
Another  barge  of  the  fame  defcription  carried  his  flag;!  an^  this  was 
followed  bj  four  barges^  with  twenty  rowers  in  bach«  Such  were 
the  ceremonials  obierved  6n  the  return  of  the  PapttanPaofaa  to  his 
(hip,  the  Sultan  Selim,  the  gum  at  t&d  Seraglio  point,  aitd  the  men 
of  war,  ialuting  him  on  his  way.  ' 

On  the  20th  of  May,  General  Koqhler  and  the  officers  proceeded 
to  Scutari,  in  Afia^  Mindry  oppoiite:  to  CanftantinopIe>  to  be  prefent 
4it  the  ceremony  of  the  Virier  taking  the  field.  His  Highnefs 
haying  taken  leave  of  the  Grand  Seignor,  pafTed  over  to  SqutUri, 
the  guns  at  the  Seraglio  point  ialuting  him^  on  his  way.  At  Scutari  j 
the  ftfeets  tbrou^  which  he  pai&d  were  lined  with  troops;  both 
cavalry  and  infantry.  He  was  attended  by.  th<s  Kaisiiacan, '  Capitan 
Pacha,  and  all  the  great  officers  of  date,  preceded  by  a  Jband  of 
Turkilh  muiic,  and  by  a  group  of  gladiators,  who  ikirmi(hed  as 
the  proceffion  paiTed  along.  The  troops,  by  whom  his .  Highnefi 
was accompiniedi  confifting  both  (^cavalry  and  infant^i  were  clad 
ind  armed  in  Various  ways.  ^  Some  of  thein  t^ere  enveloped  iii 
cuirious  network  coats  of  mail  of  fteel ;  others  wore  yellow  drefles, 
decorated  with  ribbons  of  different  ccdours  hanging  from  the 
ihoulders,  and  brafs  helmets  on  their  heads. .  Oth^i^  again  were 
clad  in  party-coloured  drefles.  While  a  part  of  them  were  armed 
with  fpears,  or  lances,  from  twelve  to  fourteen  feet  in  length, 
others  carried  fhort,  twifted>  rifle- barrel  guns,  •  the  reft  mulkets, 
carbines,  &c.     The  whole  of  them  wore  fwords  and  piftols  in  (klhcs 
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faftened  round  their  weift.  The  Vizier,  the  Capitan  Pacha,  the 
Kaiooacan,  and  other  officers,  were  mounted  on  beautiful  hories 
richly  caparifbned.  The  one  which  his  Highnefs  rode  made  the 
mofl:  magnificent  appearance,  the  embroidered  trappings  being 
ihidded  with  gems,  pearls,  &c.  The.  hilt  [of  the  handjar,  or  dirk^ 
which  his  Highiiefs  carried  at  his  fide>  was  covered  with  a  prbfufion 
of  diamonds. 

It  is  impoflible  to  contemplate  the&  pompous  ceremonies^  and 
not  to  cc^trail  them  with  the  ^recy  and  iilence  with  which  the 
firft  movements  of  European  armies  are  undertaken.  It  muft  be  a. 
trifling  nation  which  can  delay  an  expedition  of  importance^  eren 
for  afiogle  day,  left  fbmc  little  rite  or  ceremony  ihould  be  omitted; 
And  it  is  truly  impalitic  thui  to  advertife  an  enemy,  for  even 
month's  beforehand,  of  the.  advance  of  an  army.  When  thcfe'  dr*- 
cumftances,  and  the  fadls  which  will  be  hereafter  reliated,  are  con* 
fidcred,  the  reader  will  not  be  furpri/ed  at  the  little  fuccefs  which 
commonly  attends  the  Turkifli  military  operations. 

A  number. of  dervifcs  were  diftributed  among  the  Turkilh  troops^ 
who  are  conftantly  attended  when  they  go  to  war  by  perfons  of 
this  charader,  to  exhort  them  to  valour,  and  to  kindk  up  their  en-? 
thuiiafm  by  their  fhouts  and  finging. 

The  Vizier*s  camp  was  formed  about  a  mile  without  the  town 
of  Scutari.  On  this  occafion  a  yaft  multitude  of  peribnsr  of  both 
fcxcs,  whom  curiofity  had  drawn  ,thither,  attended,  but  not  the 
fmalleft  accident  or  difturbance  enfued. 

On  the  ift  of -June  his  Highnefs  proceeded  on  his  march  for 
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Syria.  Major  Fletcher^  of  the  royal  engineers,  was  ordered  to  ac- 
company him  on  this  fervice  '^  but  was  unfortunately  taken  ill  a  few 
days  after  he  iet  out,  and  under  the  neceffity  of  returning  to  Con- 
ftantinople. 

About  the  &me  time,  Major  Fead,  of  the  royal  artillery,  was 
ordered  to  St.  John  d*Aqre,  to  which  place  he  proceeded  in  a  Turkifli 
ihip.of  war.  This  excdlent  officer  ihortly  afterwards  jfeU  aTidim 
to  a  malignant  fever. 
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PBARANCE  OF  THE  CITY THE  SERAGLIO— SUBURBS.  OiP  QAJU&XV  P^RA> 

AND  TOFHANA SCUTARI THE  BOSFHORUS POPULATION AMUSE- 
MENTS  TURKISH  SHIPS INTERIOR  OP  THE  TURKISH  HOUSES— CERE- 
MONIES— DOGS — POLICE. 

/^N  the  evening  of  the  14  th  of  June,  the  day  on  which  we  landed 
^^^  from  the  tranfport,  I  walked  to  Pera.  I  (hould  have  obferved, 
that  the  general  and  officers  who  had  proceeded  to  Conftantinople 
overland,  had  taken  up  their  reiidence  at  Buyukdere.  a  village  fitu* 
ated  on  the  fca-fide,  within  fourteen  miles  of  the  capital.  This  vil- 
lage was  alio  deftined  to  be  my  head  quarters  until  the  military 
operations  (hould  commence. 

On  the  15th,  we  had  a  vifit  from  Captain  Franklin,  who  dined 
with  us :  he  had  reiigned,  and  was  on  the  eve  of  his  departure  for 
England.     I  made  another  excurfion  to  Pera. 

On  the  17th,  Lieutenant-colonel  Holloway,  Major  Hope,  and 
Mr.  Pink,  one  of  the  draughtfmen,  fet  off  to  infped  the  forts  in 
the  Dardanelles,  and  the  adjacent  coafts. 

I  now  had  fufficient  leifure  to  examine  Conftantinople,  its  fuburbs, 
and  its  dependencies,  of  which  the  following  is  a  brief  account. 

Conftantinople,  comprehending  its  fuburbs,  Ibme  of  which  are  fb 


STRIA,  AND  EGYPT.  13 

ISrge  that  feveral  authors  have  been  led  to  coniider  them  as  diftind 
eities,  is  of  very  confiderable  extent.  It  is  ia  the  form  of  an  nne^ 
qual  triangle^  having  one  of  its  fides  towards  the  &a  of  Marmora, 
another  in  front  of  the  harbour,  and  the  third  towards  the  land.. 
Being  built  on  ieven  bills,  on  the  fides  of  which  the  houfes  are 
placed,  it  has  at  a  little  diftance  the  appearance  of  a  vaft  aoiphithe* 
atre,  ftretching  itfelf  over  a  very  exteniive  territory.  The  mofques^ 
or  places  of  public  vrorfliip,  of  which  the  principal  one  vras  the  ce* 
lebrated  chriftian  church  of  St.  Sophia,  which  name  it  ftill  retains, 
arc  numerous,  and  feveral  of  them  very  large.  They  are  not  pro- 
vided with  bells ;  but  each  of  them  has  one  or  ieveral  minarets,  on 
which  the  muczins,  or  criers,  arc  ftationed  to  call  the  people  to 
prayers.  Theie  minarets  bear  a  ilrong  refemblance  in  their  form  to 
a  tall  candle,  having  an  extinguiflier  at  its  top. 

Nothing  can  be  grander  or  more  beautifully  pidtureique  than  the 
external  appearance  of  Conflantinople  and  of  its  vicinity.  Withia 
it  has  le^  to  recommend  it,  the  houfes  being  but  indifferently  built, 
and  the  ftrcets  very  narrow. 

The  Seraglio,,  or  palace  of  the  Grand  Sultan,  occupies  the  fpace 
on  which  the  ancient .  city  of  Byzantium  formerly  ftood,  at  the  ex- 
tremity  of  the  angle  formed  by  the  iea  of  Marmora  and  the  Bof- 
phorus.  It  is  by  far  the  moft  beautiful  part  of  Conflrantinople,  the 
prcje^ing  land  on  which  it  {lands  being  covered  by  groves  of  cy- 
prcfs  trees,  which  give  a  foblime  effed  to  the  magnificent  buildings 
of  which  the  palace  is  compofed. 

On  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  harbour,  the  towns,  or,  more  properly 
fpeaking,  fuburbs  of  Galata,  Peta,  and  Topbana,  are  fituatedj  and. 
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dn  the  Afiatic  fide,  oppofite  the  point  of  the  feraglio,  flands  thfc 
town  or  fuburb  of  Scutari.  From  the  great  Hoping  of  the  hills  on 
which  thej  are  placed,  thefe  fuburbs  have  a  very  fine  and  romantic 
appearance,  the  houfes  feeming  as  if  built  tier  upon  tier.  Being, 
however,  principally  conftruAed  of  wood,  which  is  ibon  fretted 
and  decayed  by  the  intenfc  heat  of  the  fun  in  fuch  a  climate,  the 
grandeur  of  the  icene  is  diminifhed  on  a  near  approach.  Between 
them  cypreis  trees  rear  their  lofty  heads,  and  add  greatly  to  the 
fublimity  of  the  general  effe<3;.  The  cemeteries  are  alfo  thickly 
planted  with  thefe  trees ;  and  the  fcene  is  thus  rendered  beautifully 
pidlurefque.  In  fhort,  the  external  view  of  Conftantinople,  and  of 
its  environs,  is  at  once  fiiblime  and  pleafing ;  and  with  this  view  the 
traveller  ought  to  content  himfelf,  fince,  on  a  nearer  inipedion,  he 
will  find  little  to  gratify  his  curiofity,  or  to  excite  his  admiration. 

The  Bofphorus,  a  beautiful  canal,  or  narrow  fea,  firom  a  mile  to 
a  mile  and  a  half  in  breadth,  and  about  twenty  miles  in  length, 
forms  the  communication  between  the .  Euxine,  or  Black  Sea,  and 
the  fea  of  Marmora,  the  ancient  Propontis.  In  the  formation  of 
its  banks,  which  are  lofty,  and  lined  with  an  exquifite  variety  of 
beautiful  trees  and  ihrubs,  nature  has  been  lavifh  in  the  extreme. 
Several  villages  are  interfperfed;  and  at  the  fea-fide  the  Grand  Seignor, 
the  Vizier,  Capitan  Pacha,  &c.  have  elegant  kiofques,  or  pleafurc- 
houfes,  for  tbeir  fummer  refidence.  Throughout  the  whole  extent 
'of  tfbe  canal  the  higheft  ftate  of  cultivation  prevails,  its  ihores  being 
covered  with  vineyards,  gardens,  and  orchards,  containing  a  great 
diverfity  of  the  fineft  fruits.  Were  the  Turks  pofifefifed  of  a  tafte  at 
aH  proportionate  to  the  advantages  which  this  fituation  affords,  and 


STRIA,  AND  EGYPT.  15 

at  the  fame  time  placed  under  a  government  iimilar  to  our  own, 
the  banks  of  the  Bofphorus  would  become  one  of  the  moft  beautiful 
fpots  in  the  world.  They  at  prefent  loie  all  the  beauties  of  the 
perfpeftive  from  the  eminences^  their  viHages  being  built  clofc  to 
the  canal  fide,  with  ftages  or  landing  places  projeding  over  the 
water.  There  the  inhabitants  aflemble,  and  remain  for  ieveral 
hours  together,  imoking  their  pipes,,  and  enjoying  the  cool  refirefh* 
ing  breeze. 

Upon  the  Boiph€>rus  a  great  number  of  boats  are  conitantly  in 
motion :  they  are  neat  and  prettily  decorated.  The  boatmen  being 
very  expert,  they  are  rowed  with  great  fwiftneis  and  addreis. 

To  return  to  Conftantinople.  Its  population,  which  has  been  al- 
Inoft  always  ov^r-rated,  certainly  does  not  exceed  four  hundred 
thoufand  fouls ;  and  a  great  part  of  this  population  is  abforbed  by 
the  fuburbs ;  no  Frank,  or  Chriftian,  being  allowed  to  refide  in  the 
city,  properly  {o  called.  The  Franks  inhabit  Galata  and  Pera,  in 
the  latter  of  which  fuburbs  are  the  houfes  of  all  the  foreign  mihif- 
ters,  who  frequently  give  balls,  concerts,  and  other  entertainments 
to  the  Frank  inhabitants.  Thefe  entertainments  are  fully  attended, 
more  particularly  by  the  Greeks,  who  are  very  fond  of  dancing. 
During  the  carnival  there  are  mafquerades,  in  which  many  of  the 
charaders  are  well  fupported. 

The  harbour  of  Conftantinople  is  ia£t  and  commodious  for  fhip* 
ping.     The  Turks  pay  great  attention. to  the  external  decoration  of 

■ 

their  ihips  of  war.  Yellow  is  the  predominating  colour  with  which 
the  fides  of  their  fhips  are  painted.  Their  merchant  veflels,  which 
almoft  exclufively  navigate  the  Black  Sea,  are  njimed  caicks.     Great 
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jiurabcrs  of  thcfc  velTcls  arc  loft  through  the  ignorance  and  ftupidity 
of  the  Turkifti  pilots,  who  fcarcely  ever  venture  out  of  fight  of  the 
land  ;  and  who,  when  they  do,  arc  almoft  fure  to  encounter  Ibme 
accident.  The  crews,  both  of  the  men  of  war  and  merchantmen, 
arc  for  the  greater  part  compofcd  of  Greek  failors. 

The  economy  and  arrangement  of  the  interior  of  the  Turkilh 
houfes  are  defer ving  of  notice.  The  apartments  are,  in  general, 
gaudily  ornamented,  the  ceilings  being  of  different  colours.  In  each 
of  them  a  part  is  fet  afide  for  a  raiied  platform,  which  is  elevated 
about  a  foot  from  the  floor,  and  is  in  width  from  five  to  fix  feet* 
On  this  platform  mattrefies  covered  with  cloth,  or  linen,  are  laid, 
and  culhions  placed  from  one  extremity  to  the  other,  fo  as  to  give 
the  whole  the  appearance  of  one  continued  platform.  On  the  floor 
a  handfbme  mat  is  fpread.  The  windows  are  latticed,  but  not 
glazed.  Neither  tables  nor  chairs  conftitute  any  part  of  the  furni- 
ture, and  indeed  they  would  be  fuperfluous,  the  Turks  conftantly 
fitting  with  their  legs  under  them  like  taylors.  When  la  Frank  is 
introduced  to  a  Turk  of  diftiniflion,  the  latter  does  not  rife  to  re- 
ceive him;  but  his  vifiter  advances  towards  him,  and  bows,  with 
his  right  hand  placed  on  his  breaft,  this  being  the  cuftomary  mode 
of  falutation  for  Chriftians  in  their  intercourfe  with  the  Mahome- 
dans.  The  Turk  now  waves  his  hand  to  his  gueft  to  fit  down  on 
the  fopha,  and  the  converfation  is  carried  on  through  the  medium 
of  a  dragoman,  or  interpreter.  The  uncovering  of  the  head  would 
appear  as  abfurd  to  a  Turk,  as  it  would  feem  ridiculous  elfewheie, 
if  any  onie,  in  fainting  another,  was  to  take  off  his  wig.  The  Turka^, 
who  are  great  fmok^rs^  are  feldom  without  a  pipe  in  the  mouth. 
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In  the  ilreets  of  Conftantinofle  there  is  an  incredible  number  of 
dogs,  which  appear  to  be  all  of  the  fame  race,  nearly  refembling  our 
ihepherd*s  dog.  They  are  a  great  nuiiance.  The  bowlings  of  the/e 
hungry  and  half-ftarved  animals  daring  the  night  are  truly  hideous. 
As  they  have  no  mailers  to  acknowledge  them,  and  to  adminifter 
to  their  wants,  they  have  to  feck  their  precarious  fubfiftence  abroad^ 
which  they  rake  up  from  among  the  filth  thrown  out  from  the 
houies.  So  defedive,  indeed,  is  the  police  in  point  of  cleanlincis, 
that  theie  dogs,  and  the  vultures,  are  the  only  fcavengers  in  Con- 
ftantinople.  In  the  cemeteries,  great  numbers  of  doves,  which  the 
Turks  do  not  attempt  to  moleft,  inhabit  the  C3rpreis  groves ;  and, 
indeed,  fwarm  wherever  theie  trees  are  planted. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

BRMOViO.  TO  BUTUKBERB-^DBSCRIPTION  OP  THAT  VILLAGE — PAVOUKITK 
AMUSEMENTS  OP  THE  GRAND  SBIGNOE — BARRACKS  APPOINTED  FOR  THE 

MISSION  AT    LEVANT    CHIFLrCK— 'DESCRIPTION    OP    THAT    PLACE DY- 

SteNTBRT  PREVALENT  AMbNG  THE  SOLDIERS  OP  THE  MISSION — INTRO- 
DVCTtOK  TO  TUB  PRINCIPAL  OPPICBRS  OF  THE  SUBLIMB  PORTE— EX** 
CESSIVB  HBAT-- *-DB8CRIPT;0K  OP  THE  TURKISH  HORSES,  AND  THE  MODE 

OP  TREATING  THEM — MISCELLANEOUS  REMARKS  ON  THE  NATURAL  HIS- 

*  « 

TORY,  &C.    OP    THE    COUNTRY PROGS    AND    GRASSHOPPERS— EVENING 

•  •  •  . 

'  WALKS    AT  BUYUKDERE,   AND    AkvSBMENT^    OP   THE    GREEKS-^DRESS 

AND   MANNERS  OP    THX    TURKISH   WOMEN;     OP   THE    GRBEKS ABVN* 

DANCE    AND    CHEAPNESS    OP    PROVISIONS  AT    BUYUKD ERE— OXEN  AND 

BUFPALOES HARVEST  IN    TURKEY OPPRESSIONS  EXERCISED    BY  THE 

MAHOMMEDANS  ON  THE  CHRISTIANS-— GRAND  SEIGNOR  VISITS  CHIFLICK> 
AND    DISTRIBUTES    SMALL    MONEY    TO   THE   ENGLISH    SOLDIERS— TURKS 

TAUGHT    TO    PRACTISE    WITH    RED    HOT    SHOT DESCRIPTION    OP    KAl- 

THANA,    THE     PLACE    APPOINTED    POR  ARTILLERY    EXPERIMENTS ON 

BOARD  THE  CHARON  PIND  TWO  ENGLISHMEN  REDEEMED  PROM  SLA- 
VERY  LIBERAL  CONDUCT  OP  A  FRENCH    OFFICER GREEK  REJOICINGS 

ON  ST.  John's  day — entertainment  at  th^  Russian  ambassa- 
dor's—visit  TO  CONSTANTINOPLE ^ACCOUNT  OP  THE  BAZARS— FUR- 
THER REMARKS   ON    THE    CITY THE    SERAGLIO THE   MINT MOSQUE 

OP  SANTA-SOPHIA GREEK  AMUSEMENTS VISIT  ON  BOARD  THE  SUL- 
TAN SELIM SICK  ANDWOUNDED    SOLDIERS    ARRIVE  PROM  ACRE CON- 

PERENCES  WITH  THE  TURKISH  SECRETARY  OP  WAR  ON  THIS  SUBJECT 
—ORDER  TO  ATTEND  THE  GBAND  SBIGNOfi. 

/^N  the  1 8th  of  June  I  removed  my  baggage,  medicines,  &c. 
^■^^  to  Buyukdcrc,  where  I  took  up  my  rcfidence  in  a  houfc  pro* 
vided  for  us  clofe  to  the  iea  ihore* 
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The  village  of  Buyukdicreis  very  picafiagly  iituated  on  the  Euro- 
pean iide  of  the  Boiphoru8>  not  far  from  the  entrance  of  the  Black 
Sea,  and  is  diftarit  from  Conilantinople  about  twelve  miles.  As  its 
name  implies,  it  flands  on  a  large  level  furface,  buyuk  in  the  TUrkilh 
£gnifying  great,  and  dere  a  valley.  It  commands  a  moil  delightful 
and  romantic  view.  In  its  front  is  a  beautiful  iband,  and  behind  it 
ieveral  heights  or  promont6rie3>  the  fcenery  of  which  is  piAureique 
in  the  extreme.  On  account  of  the  agreealdeneis  of  its  fituation^ 
Buyukdere:  has  been  cho&n  asihe  refidence  of  fevenil  members  of 
the  diplomatic  corps,. whofc  palaces  are  'fituated  on  the  eaftern  fide 
of  the  plain*  To  the  #ef):  of  the  village, there  is  an  extenfive  xnea* 
dow,  in  the  centre  of  which  is  a  groupe  of  very  large  plane  trees. 
To  this  fpot  the  Grand  Scignor  frequently  retires  in  the  fummer 
feafon,  and  is  entertained  by  companies  of  r6pe-dancers>  moxmte* 
banks,  &c.  Thefe  paflimes,  in  the  courfe  of  which  the  moft  inde- 
cent buffoonery  is  occafionally  introduced,  are  highly  agreeable  to 
him.  The  caflle  of  Buyukdere  ftands  on  a  lofty  mountain^  its  po^ 
iition  being  not  unlike  that  of  Dover-caftle.  It  was  built  in  the 
fifteenth  century  by  the  btdet  of  Sultan  Mahomed,  by  whom  the 
city  of  Conflantinople  was  taken  by  ^rm,  the  emperor  Confbin*- 
tine  falling  in  the  attack  by  the  hands  of  two  Turks. 

In  company  with  Oeneril  Koehler  and  the  other  officers,  on  the 
I  gth,  I  dined  with  the  Ruffian  imbafladof  at  his  palace  at  Buyuk- 
dere, where  we  were  fumptixoufly  entertained.  In  the  noorning 
the  general  and  myfelf  went  to  Levant  Chiflick  to  infped  the  bar- 
racks, which  were  defined  to  receive  our  detachment.     This  place 
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is  diftant  about  feven  miles  from  Buyukdere,  and  nearly  midway 
between  it  and  Pera.  A  cafMtan  pacha  having  formerly  reiided 
there,  has  befto wed  on  it  its  name,  levant  fignifying  a  Jailor^  and 
chiflick  a  farm.  Several  of  the  country  reiidences  belonging  to  the 
Turkifli  grandees  are  alfo  denominated  chiflick^  or  the  form.  Our 
ride  was  very  agreeable.  The  country  in  the  vicinity  of  Levant 
Chiflick  is  open  and  hilly,  confifting  principally  of  wafte  lands  co- 
vered by  fem  and  heath.  There  are,  however^  ieveral  fpots  laid  out 
in  gardens  and  vineyards.  The  foil,  which  is  in  ibme  parts  argilla* 
ceous^  in  others  iandy  with  a  mixture  of  ilate,  is  in  general  poor ; 
but  in  the  valleys,  which  are  bcfl:  cultivated,  tolerable  crops  of  hay 
are  pre  Juced.  The  quantity  grov^n  being  however  infufficient  for 
the  fupport  of  the  cattle  in  winter,  they  then  fall  off,  and  become 
poor  and  lean.  During  the  fummer  feafbn  they  are  kept  in  good 
condition  by  the  feed  on  the  wafte  land^. 

On  the  20th,  twenty  men  belonging  to  the  miffion,  and  fevend 
women,  were  icnt  to  the  above  barracks. 

On  the  21  ft,  I  went  on  board  the  New  Adventure  tranfport,  lying 
in  the  harboiir  of  Conftantinople.  In  the  afternoon  I  returned  to 
BujTukdere  by  water.  In  the  courfe  of  this  ^ay  we  had  much  thun- 
der^ lightning,  and  rain*. 

On  the  22d,  I  rode  to  Levant  Chiflick.  The  Turkifli  horfes  are 
in  general  fmall^  from  eleven  to  twelve  and  thirteen  hands  high, 
but  they  are  fure  footed.  The  Turkifli  laddie  is  ibmewhat  incon- 
venient to  Europeans ;  and  as  ^urs  are  not  employed^  the  rider  is 
obliged  to  have  recourie  to  his  ftimips  when  he  wiflies  the  animal 
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on  which  he  is  mounted  to  quicken  his  pace.  It  was  with  much 
anxiety  that  I  found  the  numbers  on  the  fick  lift  to  have  encreafed, 
the  prevailing  complaint  being  dyfentery. 

On  the  23d,  the  remainder  of  the  detachment^  with  Icvcral  of 
the  officers,  were  ient  to  the  barracks  at  Levant  Chiflick,  which  I 
vifited  for  the  purpoie  of  arranging  my  quarters,  &c.  for  my  occa- 
iional  attendance.  In  thefc  barracks  we  found  a  Turkifh  corps  train* 
ing  to  a  more  regular  fyftem  of  military  tadics  than  they  had  hi- 
therto been  accuftomed  to.  The  other  officers  and  myfelf  were 
ftill  to  remain  with  the  general  at  Buyukdere. 

This  day  the  military  officers  and  the  other  gentlemen  belonging 
to  the  miffion,  who  had  not  already  gone  through  that  ceremony, 
that  is»  thofe  among  us  who  had  reached  Conftantinople  by  fea, 
were  introduced  to  the  Kiamakan,  Capitan  Pacha,  &c.  We  were 
received  with  the  cuftomary  Turkifh  compliments,  and  were  treated 
with  coffi:e,  fherbet,  pipes  and  tobacco,  and  perfumes. 

I  dined  this  afternoon  with  Mr.  Abbot,  an  Englifh  merchant,  and 
treafurer  to  the  Levant  company,  who  had  been  fettled  in  Turkey 
forty-five  years.  He  gave  me  fbmc  very  ufeful  information  relative 
to  the  plague,  and  informed  me  that  there  were  at  that  time  two 
cafes  of  this  difeafe  at  Pera. 

On  the  24th  and  25th,  I  paid  my  cuftomary  vifits  to  the  barracks 
at  Levant  Chiflick.  During  the  night  of  the  24th,  Mrs.  Wilkinfbn, 
wife  to  a  corporal  of  the  royal  artiller)',  fell  a  viAim  to  a  dylcnteric 
complaint.  On  that  day  we  had  very  heavy  fhowcrs  of  rain,  with 
much  thunder  and  lightning.  The  heat  was  excefCve,  the  thermo- 
meter at  fix  in  the  evenmg  being  at  eighty*four  in  the  fhade^  and 
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the  barometer  at  thirty.  In  the  mean  time  the  number  of  fick,  lar 
bouring  chiefly  under  dyfenteric  complaints,  was  much  encreafed. 

On  the  20th,  on  my  return  from  the  barracks,  I  dined  with  the 
general. 

On  the  27  th,  I  rode  to  the  barracks  on  a  fmall  grey  horfc  of  the 
country  breed,  which  I  had  procured  for  the  purpofe.  The  mode 
of  ihoeing  horfes  in  Turkey  differs  cffentially  from  ours.  The 
whole  of  the  foot  is  covered  by  a  thin  plate  of  iron,  the  centre  ex- 
cepted, in  which  there  is  a  fmall  perforation  about  the  iize  of  an 
Engliih  halfpenny.  I  did  not  obferve  that  lamenefs  was  prevalent 
among  thefe  horfes,  who  require  much  management.  After  one  of 
them  has  been  ridden,  it  is  the  cuftom  to  walk  him  in  the  open  air 
for  an  hour  or  two,  previoufly  to  his  being  put  into  the  ftable.  The 
Turkifh  hories  are  fed,  while  in  the  liable,  upon  barley  and  chaff 
(or  barley  alone),  and  that  Iparingly,  once  or  at  moft  twice  daily; 
once  a  day  they  have  water ;  they  litter  them  in  their  own  dung, 
which  is  firft  dried  in  the  fun.  The  Turks  are  excellent  grooms ;, 
.  the  Ikins  of  the  horfes  are  kept  very  clean  and  ihining,  as  they  fre- 
quently wafh  them  all  over  with  fbap  and  water.  In  ftables,  and 
when  not  ridden,  the  horfes  are  always  fettered  or  tethered  with 
cords,  in  order  to  prevent  their  lying  down,  and  to  keep  them  quiet, 
as  the  principal  or  befl  horfes  are  flallions.  The  faddle  is  fcarcely 
ever  totally  removed  from  the  horfe*s  back,  except  to  clean  him, 
even  when  in  liable,  and  they  are  otherwifc  kept  very  warm,  with 
thick  clothes,  and  hoods,  &c. 

I  fhall  now  make  a  Ihort  digreffion  from  my  journal  to  defcribe 
feveral  particulars  relative  to  the  country  in  which  I  refided.     The 
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fipgs  in  Txirkey  are  very  large ;  and  it  is  impoflible  to  deicribe  the 
iioife  they  make,  which  muft  be  heard  to  form  a  competent  idea  of 
It.  The  graishoppers  are  alio  of  a  large  iize>  and  extremely  noiiy. 
In  my  rides  to  Chiflick  my  ears  were  perpetually  dinned  by  the 
croaking  of  the  former^  and  the  difcordant  notes  of  the  latter  of  thefe 
creatures. 

Our  evening  walks  on  the  ftrand  in  front  of  Bnyukdere  were  very 
pleaiant  and  cheerful.  This  fpot  has  a  ftrong  reiemblance  to  the 
beach  at  Weymouth.  The  Greeks^  and  indeed  moft  of  the  inha* 
bitants^  ailemble  in  the  evening  to  walk>  or  to  amufe  themfelves  in 
boats^  which  are  rowed  up  and  down  in  front  of  the  village*  Mufic 
and  iinging  conftitute  a  part  of  thefe.  aquatic  amufements^  and» 
without  being  of  the  moft  exquifite  kind,  ferve  to  divcrfiiy  and  en- 
liven the  fccnc. 

Buyukdere  may  with  fome  propriety  be  compared  to  the  tower 
of  Babeh  individuals  belonging  to  almoft  every  nation  refiding 
there,  a  ftrangc  mixture  of  languages  muft  confequently  eniue.  The 
drefles  of  the  inhabitants  are  as  varied  as  are  the  languages.  The 
Turkilh  women  are  fair  ;  they  cover  the  face,  the  eyes  and  a  part  of 
the  nofe  excepted,  with  a  piece  of  white  muflin :  another  piece  of 
muflin  envelops  the  head.  This  part  of  their  drefs  is  ftyled  mahra- 
ntah.  In  ftaturc  they  are  rather  low,  and  corpulent,  the  latter  con- 
dition  being  much  admired  among  themfelves :  they  are  ufually  clad 
in  a  long  green  garment,  which  hangs  very  low  behind,  with  a 
iquare  cape,  rcfcmbling  6n  the  whole  a  riding  drefs,  and  it  is  called 
feredgh  Thdy  wear  yellow  boots  with  flippers  over  them,  but  the 
latter  they  take  off  on  entering  a  houfe.     They  ftain  their  finger- 
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naik  of  a  red  colour,  or,  more  properly  fpcaking,  of  a  very  deep 
orange,  with  the  dried  leaves,  diluted  with  water,  of  the  ;henna,  or 
Egyptian  privet  (lewjbnta  inermist  Lin.),  a  large  ihrub,  which  is 
much  cultivated  both  in  Turkey  and  in  Egypt  for  this  purpofe. 

The  Turkiih  females  always  walk  abroad  by  themfelves  ;  in  fine 
weather  they  refort  to  fome  favourite  fpot  without  the  towns,  oc- 
cupy the  banks,  or  feat  thenr^felves  on  the  tomb-ftones  in  their  ce- 
meteries, where  they  fit  quietly  for  hours  together.  They  appear  to 
lead  a  mofi:  indolent  life ;  their  recreations  and  exercifes  being  ex* 
tremely  limited* 

The  Greek  women  have  the  face,  which  is  beautiful  and  of  an 
oval  form,  uncovered.  Their  eyes  are  black,  as  are  alfo  their  eye- 
brows,, to  which,  as  well  as  to  their  eyelids,  they,  pay  a  particular 
attention,  rubbing  them  over,  to  beftow  on  them  a  deeper  hue,  with 
a  leaden  ore  reduced  to  an  impalpable  powder,  blended  with  an 
unctuous  matter  to  give  it  confidence  Their  complexion  is  gene- 
rally pale.  They  wear  their  hair,  which  is  of  a  great  length,  and  of 
a  deep  fhining  black,  in  trefiTes,  and  ibmetimes  turned  back  in  a 
fanciful  way  on  the  head.  In  other  inflances  it  hangs  loofely  down 
the  back,  extending  to  the  hips.  They  are  commonly  drefled  in  a 
pellce  of  filk,  fatin,  or  ibme  other  material :  they  are  cofiiy  in  their 
attire,  in  the  choice  of  which  they  are  not  attached  to  any  particular 
colour.  On  the  head  they  wear  a  fmall  cap.  The  dreis  of  the. 
men  nearly  refembles  that  of  the  Turks ;  but  they  are  not  allowed 
to  wear  the  kowouk,  or  turban  of  white  muHin,  for  which  they  arc 
obliged  to  fubftitute  the  calpac,  or  blue  turban,  and  none  of  the 
Greeks  can  wear  yellow  boots  or  flippers,  except  thofe  who  arp  ip^ 
the  fervice  of  the  foreign  minifters,  &c. 
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The  Greek  women  marry  at  about  the  age  of  fifteen :  they  are 
fhort  lived.  At  twenty-five  they  wrinkle  and  decay*  bearing  th^ 
appearance  altogether  of  old  women.  They  have  fine  children, 
wfao^  however^  partake  of  the  palid  complexion  of  the  mothers.  It 
is  unqueitionably  to  the  too  frequent  ufe  of  the  warm  bath,  to 
which  the  Greek  women  are  fo  much  habituated*  that  their  very 
relaxed  and  debilitated  flate  is  to  be  afcribed ;  and  this  abufe,  added 
to  their  natural  indolence  and  their  inadion,  as  certainly  tends  to 
ihorten  their  lives. 

In  Plate  I.  will  be  found  a  faithful  reprefentation  of  a  Greek 
woman. 

During  courtfhip,  the  Greek  lover  ferenades  his  miftrefs  either  in 
front  of  her  houfe*  or  from  the  water.  On  thefe  occafions  he  re- 
cites* in  a  pathetic  fbng*  the  warmth  and  fincerity  of  his  pailion*  &c. 
Thefe  no6hirnal  ferenades,  which  are  devoted  to  love*  are  fb  fre* 
quent  at  Buyukdere*  as  to  break  in  on  the  repofe*of  its  inhabitants ; 
and  a  perfbn  of  a  lively  fancy  might  be  led  to  fuppofe  that  the  deity 
of  love  had  made  it  his  favourite  refidence*  from  the  beauty  and 
amenity  of  this  enchanting  fpot. 

I  have  already  obferved  that  Buyukdere  is  the  fummer  refidence 
of  feveral  of  the  ambafTadors :  it  is  alfo  that  of  many  perfbns  of  pro- 
perty and  diflindtion*  who  refide  at  Pera  during  the  winter  feafon. 
Nearly  oppofite  to  this  village*  on  the  bank  of  the  Bofphorus*  is  a 
fountain  overhung  with  beautiful  clumps  of  trees*  much  frequented- 
on  moonlight  evenings  by  the  Greeks,  Armenians*  and  others.  This, 
however*  happens  at  a  particular  feafon  only  of  the  year*  when  the 
clear  tranfparency  of  the  moon's  light,  illuminating  the  foliage  which 
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furrounds  them^  as  well  as  the  diftant  objcfts,  invites  the  company 
fo  fpend  late  hours  in  the  enjoyment  of  fo  charming  a  fcene. 

At  Buyukdcre  mutton,  beef  and  bread  are  plentiful,  and  fold  at 
a  very  reafonable  price;  as  are  alfo  poultry  of  every  defcription. 
Eggs  are  in  great  plenty ;  but  the  cheefe  and  butter  are  very  indif- 
ferent.    The  wines,  both  red  and  white,  made  at  Buyukdere,  are 
very  cheap,  the  ole  (<vhich  weighs  two  pounds  ten  ounces,  or  fomc- 
what  more  than  an  Englilh  bottle)  being  fold  at  from  eight  to  ten 
paras,  that  is,  from  four  pence  to  five  pence  Englifh  money.     The 
vegetables,  which  are  pretty  nearly  of  the  fame  kinds  as  in  England, 
namely,   broad   beans,  French  beans,   peas,  cabbages,   cucumbers, 
gourds,  water  melons,  &c.  are  in  great  abundance.     The  fruits, 
which  are  no  lefs  fb,  confift  of  peaches,  apricots,  pears,  apples  (which, 
however,  are  all  very  infipid),  figs,  cherries,  pomegranates,  red  cur- 
rants, wQod  ftrawberries,  and  grapes.     Befides  thefe,  there  is  a  pro- 
fufion  of  walnuts,  filberds,  and  hazle  nuts.     As  there  is  no  procuring 
malt  liquor  here,  the  principal  beverage  is  wine  and  water.     The 
milk  is  good  and  tolerably  cheap.     The  oxen  are  fmall,  and  are  for 
the  greater  part  of  a  light  grey  colour ;  they  are  employed,  in  com- 
mon with  the  buffalo,  an  animal  very  unfeemly  to  the  view,  in 
ploughing,  for  draught,  &c.     Here,  as  well  as  at  Conftantinople, 
Pera,  and  indeed  in  all  this  part  of  Turkey,  the  dogs  are  very  nume- 
rous.    They  do  not  appear  to  belong  to  any  particular  maflers,  are 
very  ferocious,  and  occafionally  very  troublefbme. 

A  very  agreeable  difh  called  yourt^  of  which  the  natives  are  very 
fond,  is  made  here,  and  brought  in  with  the  deflert.  It  is  prepared 
by  allowing  a  certain  portion  of  milk  to  become  four,  and  throwing 
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intb  new  milk  as  much  of  this  acidxilated  fluid  as  will  curdle  it  m  a 
flight  degree.  It  is  then  eaten  with  fugar,  is  very  palatable^  and^ 
mixed  with  Urawberries,  becomes  a  good  fubftitute  for  cream.  The 
milk  fold  here  is  generally  a  mixture^  being  drawn  from  goats^  flieep, 
cows,  and  buffaloes. 

To  reilime  my  narrative.  On  the  28th  and  20th  of  June,  I 
viiited  the  barracks  at  Levant  Chiflick.  The  heat  was  lefs  oppref- 
five,  the  thermometer  being  at  ieventy-five.  The  harveil  was  now 
begun,  and  I  &w,  during  my  rides,  the  Turks  bufied  in  mowing 
their  com.  They  had  a  tolerable  crop  of  bearded  wheat  (in  all 
Turkey  the  wheat  is  bearded),  which  was  of  a  good  quality.  Inftead 
of  threihing  it,  it  is  their  practice  to  hameis  horfes  and  oxen  to  a 
fmall  car,  the  bottom  of  which  is  ftudded  with  portions  of  flint  to 
cut  and  bruife  the  ftraw,  the  grain  being  difengaged  by  the  tramp- 
ling  of  the  feet  of  the  animals,  who  move  in  a  circular  diredion,  as 
if  in  a  mill. 

The  30th,  on  my  return  from  the  barracks,  I  dined  and  fpent  a 
very  agreeable  afternoon  with  Mr.  Thornton,  ah  Engliflx  merchant 
at  Buyukdere.  His  details  relative  to .  the  oppreifion  of  the  ryahs, 
under  which  common  denomination  are  comprehended  Greeks, 
Armenians,  and  indeed  every  defcription  of  Franks  or  Chriftians 
fubjeft  to  the  Turks,  were  melancholy  in  the  extreme.  They  arc 
liable  to  an  annual  capitation,  or  poll  tax,  varying  according  to  their 
degrees  and  circumftances,  from  a  guinea  and  a  half  to  feven  (hil- 
lings and  fixpence  Englifli  money,  on  the  payment  of  which  a  cer- 
tificate is  granted  them ;  and  this  tribute,  exaded  from  them  by 
right  of  conqueft,  and  confidered  as  the  redmpfton  of  their  heads,  for- 
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felted  in  perpetuity  by  their  fut^ugated  anceftors^  leads  to  many 
villanous  pnidices  on  the  part  of  the  Turks.  It  frequently  occurs^ 
for  indance^  that  a  Turk,  on  niecting  a  ryah,  without  fchiple  or  co- 
remony »  and  without  any  regard  to  the  engagenients  the  latter  naay 
have,  takes  him  afide  to  afcertain  whether  he  is  .provided  with  a  cer« 
tificate,  and,  if  this  happens  to  be  the  cafe,  to  enquire  into  its  au- 
thenticity^ which  he  is  certain  to  difpute,  or  to  throw  fi>me  diffi* 
culty  or  other  in  the  way.  Thu6»  whedier  the  unfartunate  ryah  has 
or  has  not  his  certi£cate  aA)out  kirn,  he  is  obliged  to  make  a  pecu- 
niary facrifice^  to  rid  himfelf  of  his  opprefTor^s  importunities.  In 
other  ihifamces  a  ryah,  who  is  in  pofleffion  of  a  houie^  has  his  right 
toitdiiputed  by  a  Turk,  by  whom  ialie  witnefles  are  fubomed; 
and  as  the  oath  of  the  ryah  is  not  ^id  in  a  court  of  jufltce^  when 
oppoied  to  that  of  a  Turk,  he  is  obliged^  if  the  caufe  is  brought  to 
trial,  to  bribe  his  judge.  He  is  thus,  if  he  ihould  x:ome  off  vido- 
rioufly,  condemned  to  heavy  expences.  To  thefe,  and  many  other 
fimilar  vexations  and  cypreiiions,  the  wretched  Franks,  or  Chrif- 
tians,  are  incefiantly  expofed. 

When  their  population  is  coniidered,  it  may  at  firfl:  view  appear 
extraordinary  that  they  do  not  endeavour  to  dirow  off  fo  odious  %nd 
opprtiffive  a  yoke,  more  especially  as  die  Greeks,  by  far  the  moft 
numerous  among  them,  in  reality  poflefs,  as  individuals,  condderable 
energy  and  courage.  The  fe verity,  however,  of  the  examples  which 
have  been  made  in  their  unfliccefsful  firuggles  to  regain  their  inde- 
pendence, appears  in  a  great  meafure  to  have  damped  their  ardour, 
and  broken  their  fpirit.  It  muft  be  recoUeded,  that  during  the  late 
war  between  the  Ruffians  and  Turks,  the  Greeks  made  ieveral  efforts 
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which^  through  want  of  a  pioper  jooncert  with  the  forma  of  theft 
powers^  were  inefFe<%uaL  On  a  future  occaiion  they  may  perhaps 
iucceed  better.  When  th^  rate  their  numbers  as  equal  to*  thoie  of 
the  Turks,  they  <:crtainly  exi^erate.  They  ore,  however,-  very  nu- 
merous, in  the  European  provinces  psffticulariy,  and  pofleis  many 
of  the  eminent  qualtti^  which  have  immortalized  theif  uiceftors. 
Among  the  lyahs  in  general  great  induftry  prevairs. 

On  the  moming  of  the  ift  of  July,  I  had  a  high  gratification. 
I^ortly  after  my  arrival  at  Levant  Chiflick,  the  Grand  Seignor  tod 
all  his  principal  officers  came  thither  to  fpend  the  day.  They  were 
mounted,  and  their  fine  horCes  being  very  elegantly  caparifbned,. 
notlung  could  exceed  the  grandeur  of  the  fpe^acle.  Their  arrival 
was  announced  by  the  firing  of  giuis ;  and  the  whole  of  the  troops, 
were  under  arms ;  their  mufic,  confiiling  of  dmms,  a  kind  of  haut- 
boys, timbrels,  and  horns,  was  by  no  means  dtfagreeable.  Our  men, 
who  were  called  on,  fifed  ieveral  rounds,  and  were  complimented  by 
prefents  of  fmall  gold  coins  of  the  fize  of  a  para,,  and  in  value  a 
piaftre  and  a  half.  Each  of  them  received  about  two  guineas.  Be- 
tween four  and  five  in  the  afternoon,  the  Grand  Seignor  and  his  re- 
tinue left  Chiflicky  which  is  fiud  to  be  the  only  place  in  the  environs 
of  ConHantinople  to  which  he  goes  on  horfeback. 

On  the  2d,  I  paid  my  cuilomaxy  vifit  to  the  above  place,  where  I 
had  the  fatisfaAion  to  find  the  fick  in  a  fair  way  of  recovery. 

On  the  3d,  by  the  order  of  General  Kochler,  and  at  the  particular 
requeil  of  the  Capitan  Pacha,  a  furnace  was  ereded  at  Kaithana, 
for  the  heating  of  fhot.  A  fuccefsful  prafticc  was  carried  on  with 
the  red  hot  fhot,  to  the  great  fatisfa<Stion  of  the  Capitan  Pacha,  \a  ho 
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exprefled  a  wUh  to  fee  the  whole  of  the  miffion  on  the  following 
day. 

Kaithana  is  a  valley  very  plea&ntly  fituated  at  the  extremity  of 
the  harbour^  and  diftant  from  Buyukdere  about  ten  miles.  It  has 
been  made  choice  of  by  the  Turks  for  their  artillery  experiments^  to 
which  its  even  iurfkce  is  well  adapted.  The  veftiges  of  a  buildiilg 
faid  to  have  been  formerly  a  palace  of  the  Grand  Seignor  are  to  be 
ieen  here ;  and  near  to  them  is  a  beautiful  kiofque^  for  the  Sultan's 
uie.  A  fine  meandring  ftream  nus  through  the  valley.  In  the 
evening  I  returned  to  Buyukdere. 

On  the  4th  ^  we  repaired^  agreeably  to  our  appbintment^  to  the 
refidence  of  the  Capitan  Pacha^  with  whom  we  made  fome  ftay,  and 
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were  entertained  with  coffee^  and  other  refrelhmcnts.  Previoufly 
to  our  taking  leave^  he  made  each  of  us  a  fmall  prefent^  a  gown 
piece,  for  inilance,  or  Ibme  fuch  trifle.  The  general  was  prelented 
with  a  handfome  fnuff-box,  fet  round  with  brilliants,  as  was  alfo 
Mrs.  Koehler. 

*  A  kiofque  is  a  pavilion,  or  pleafure-houfe,  of  one  ftory,  for  fummer  refidence. 
Its  form  is  fometimes  fquare,  and  at  others  round ;  and  it  is  ufually  built  of  wood, 
painted  and  decorated  both  witbinfide  and  without,  in  the  Turkifh  ftyle.  It  has  fe- 
veral  openings,  with  fhutters  or  latticed  work,  anfwering  the  purpoie  of  windows. 

The  kiofque  is  generally  raifed  fome  feet  from  the  ground,  and  is  furmihed  within- 
fide,  after  the  Turkifh  fafhion,  with  fofas,  or  raifed  platforms,  covered  with  cloth,  and 
provided  with  cufhions.  The  floor  is  covered  with  handfome  mats  fiibricated  in 
Egypt,  a  confiderable  manufaftory  of  which  is  carried  on  at  Menouf  in  Lower  Egypt. 

In  the  conftru£tion  of  thefe  kiofques,  the  Turks  ufually  make  choice  of  an  elevated 
ground.  It  is  alfo  their  practice  to  place  them  near  a  river,  or  ftream  of  water,  fitua- 
tions  of  which  they  are  pafiionatdy  fond.  They  there  indulge  themfelves  in  fmoking 
for  feveral  hours  together. 

Small  kiofques  are  frequently  erected  on  the  poops  of  Turkifh  merchant  veflels, 
particularly  of  thofe  which  navigate  the  Black  Sea.  Beneath  the  fhade  of  thefe,  the 
crews  fmoke  their  pipes. 
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After  this  tifit  of  ceremony,  we  went  on  board  the  Charon,  Cap* 
tain  M*Keller,  where  we  were  not  a  little  gratified  by  the  light  of 
two  of  our  countrymen,  who  had  been  kept  in  flavery  during  two 
months  in  the  vicinity  of  Conflantinople,  with  a  perfed:  ignorance 
of  the  caufc  of  their  detention.  They  had  been  liberated  by  the 
humane  interceffion  of  Captain  M^Keller  with  the  Capitan  Pacha.  A 
French  officer  had  kindly  written  to  Captain  M*Keller  in  their  be- 
half, and  had  tranfmitted  to  him  a  letter  from  thefe  unfortunate  men. 

On  the  5th,  General  Koehler  left  Conflantinople  for  the  purpofe 
of  joining  Lieutenant-colonel  HoUoway  and  Major  Hope,  in  the 
Dardanelles.  This  being  St.  John's  day,  the  Greeks  kept  it  with 
much  parade.  Oppofite  Buyukdere  the  river  was  crouded  with 
boats  filled  with  muficians,  who  played  and  iung  during  the  whole 
of  the  day.  In  the  evening,  bonfires  were  kindled,  and  piftols  dif- 
charged  in  the  air :  it  was  on  the  whole  a  fcene  of  great  riot  and 
confufion. 

On  this  occaiion  the  Greek  women  were  all  of  them  very  hand- 
fomely  attired,  the  meaneft  among  them,  even  the  fiihermens* 
wives,  being  clad  in  elegant  drefles  of  filk  or  velvet,  with  pelices, 
lined  with  ermine  of  confiderable  value.  This  finery,  of  which  they 
are  extremely  fond,  is  generally  refcrved  for  the  holidays. 

Having  been  indifpofed  for  feveral  days,  I  did  not  repeat  my  vifits 
to  Levant  Chiflick  until  the  8th.  On  the  lOth,  however,  I  was  fb 
well  recovered  as  to  accept  the  invitation  which  we  received  from 
Monfieur  Tomara,  the  Rufifian  ambaflador,  to  be  prefent  at  the  ce- 
lebration of  the  birth  day  of  the  Emperor  of  Ruilia. 

In  the  evening  we  repaired  to  his  palace,  where  we  found  a  very 
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krge  party  aflembled^  all  the  foreign  mlnifters,  in  their  gala  drefles^ 
and  decorated  with  their  refpedive  orders^  being  prefent,  with  their 
ladies  and  fuites.  The  company,  which  coniifted  of  individuals  of 
almoft  every  nation,  in  the  diiferent  coftumes  by  which  each  is  ap« 
propriately  diftinguifhedt  did  not  break  up  until  between  one  and 
two  in  the  morning.  The  dances  were  continued  until  a  late  hour, 
the  Greek  women  being  paffionately  fond  of  that  exercife.  In  the 
courfe  of  the  evening  refrefhments,  confiding  of  fweetmeats,  ice 
creams,  cakes,  &c.  were  ferved ;  and  at  midnight  there  was  a  cold 
collation,  with  wines  and  other  liquors.  The  entertainment  paflcd 
off  very  agreeably* 

On  the  nth,  I  rode  to  Levant  Chiflick;  and  on  the  1 2th,  to 
Conilantinople.  I  embraced  this  opportunity  of  paying  a  viiit  to 
the  bazars,  that  is,  the  places  fet  aiide  for  the  fale  of  different  ar-- 
tides  of  merchandize,  each  trade,  or  in  other  cafes  the  dealers  be-* 
longing  to  the  different  nations  fubje6);  to  the  Turkifh  domination, 
being  arranged  under  a  covered  archway,  fomewhat  iimilar  to  our 
^eter  exchange.  Beneath  thefe  archways,  or  cloiilers,  which  are  of 
ftone  or  wood,  each  tradefman,  or  dealer,  has  his  (hop  in  front,  and 
behind  it  a  warehoufe  for  his  goods.  This  arrangement  is  extremely 
convenient  both  for  the  feller  and  the  pu^chafer ;  at  the  fame  time 
that  the  bazars,  admitting  a  free  circulation  of  the  air,  arc  very  cool 
in  fummer,  and  confequently  well  adapted  to  the  climate.  The 
commodities  fold  in  them  are  by  no  means  contemptible.  There 
IS  here  a  more  regular  market  police  (if  the  phrafe  may  be  admitted) 

than,  might  be  expelled  in  this  country.     There  are  officers  wlio 

« 

take  care  to  examine  the  weights  and  meafures  of  thoie  who  fell 
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goods ;  and  thefe  officers  daily  go  their  rounds  through  the  different 
bazars :  woe  be  unto  him  who  iells  with  light  weights !  he  is  made 
an  immediate  example :  he  either  iiifFers  on  the  ipot  the  baftinado 
(which  the  reader  need  fcarcely  be  informed  is  a  heavy  cudgel  ap- 
plied violently  to  the  ibles  of  the  feet)^  or  is  condemned  to  the  pay- 
ment of  a  fine.     The  weights  are  of  courfe  deftroyed. 

If  any  fraud  is  to  be  apprehended,  it  is  more  efpecially  among  thofe 
whom  the  Turks  rank  as  unbelievers^  and  particularly  among  the  Jews, 
who  maintain  here  the  charaAer  with  which  they  are  too  generally 
charged ;  they  are  prone  to  extortion,  and  in  truth  to  deal  with  them 
requires  much  circumfpeftion.  From  what  I  was  able  to  obfcrvc  in 
the  bazars,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  Turks  are  fair  dealers.  In 
fpeaking  of  the  manner  in  which  fraudulent  tradefpeople  are  treated,  it 
may  not  be  improper  to  mention,  that  a  peculiar  punilhment  is  infiidled 
in  this  country  upon  bakers  who  tranfgrcfs  the  law,  either  by  felling 
bread  of  light  weight  or  of  bad  quality  :  they  have  their  ears  nailed 
to  their  own  door  pofl:  for  public  view.  In  arbitrary  governments 
the  police  ought  to  be  good,  for  the  punifliments  are  always  fangui- 
nary  and  cruel. 

In  the  courfe  of  rtiy  perambulation,  I  went  into  a  (hop,  where  I 
took  a  draught  of  flierbet  cooled  .with  ice.  This  liquor  is  made  in 
various  ways,  with  or  without  the  acid :  it  is  very  cooling  and  refrefh- 
ing,  and  is  fold  at  the  very  mpderate  price  of  a  para*  the  cup. 

I  was  now  confirmed  in  the  obfcrvatipn  I  had  made  on  my  firft  ar- 
rival, that  the  ftreets  of  Conftantinople  are,  without  exception,  nar- 

•  A  para  is  nearly  equal  to  a  halfpenny  j  forty  paras  make  one  piaftre,  and  one 
piaftre  is  worth  one  fhilling  and  fixpcnce  of  our  money. 
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row,  ill  pavsd,  and  dirty.     Almoft  all  the  houies  are  built  with  win- 
dows projefting  to  the   ftrcets,  which  nearly  touch  thofe  of  their 
oppofite  neighbours ;  this  cuftom  grcady  obftruds  the  free  circulation 
of  air  through  the  ftrcets.     The  roofs  of  the  houfes  are  miferably  ill 
covered ;  they  are  formed  of  a  reddifh  tile^  loofely  put  on  without 
any  faftening ;  occafionally  looie  ftones  are  laid  on  here  and  there^ 
but  a  cat  running  over  the  top  of  a  faoufe  will  frequently  untile  it ; 
confcquently  they  arc  wretchedly  conftrufted  for  rainy  or  tempef* 
tuous  weather.     The  external  appearance  of  the  houfes  is  at  the  fame 
time  heavy  and  difmal,  all  the  ornaments  being  referved  for  the  inte- 
rior.   I  entered  the  outer  court  of  the  Seraglio^  beyond  which  ftrangers 
are  not  allowed  to  pais^  and  had  a  fight  of  the  mint^  where  the  work- 
men were  bufily  employed.     It  is  iituated  within  the  enclofiire.    The 
filver  coin  has  been  debafed  to  a  very  extraordinary  degree,  the  filver 
it  contains  having  been  progrcffively  reduced  to  about  thirty  parts  in 
an  hundred.     This  adulteration  is  faid  to  have  been  introduced  in  aid 
of  the  public  revenue ;  and  as  the  coin  dill  retains  its  ancient  nominal 
value,  the  confequcnce  has  been,  that  the  counterfeit  money  of  the 
forgers  is  become  of  greater  value  than  that  iffued  from  the  public 
treafiiry,  notwithftanding  the  dealers  in  this  illicit  traffic  turn  their 
ipeciilation  to  a  very  good  account. 

From  the  mint  I  walked  to  the  vicinity  of  the  mofque  of  Santa 
Sophia,  which  is  certainly  a  very  maffive  building,  but  which,  con- 
fidered  in  an  architectural  point  of  view,  is,  in  my  opinion,  very  infe- 
rior to  our  St.  Paul's.  With  the  exception  of  the  dome,  and  of  the 
four  minarets  which  are  detached,  there  is  nothing  very  lingular  or 
ilriking  in  the  pile. 
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I  proceeded  tbencQ  to  the  atoieydan,  the  place  or  field  of  horfes^ 
or,  as  it  was  ^inciently  calkd#  the  hippodrome,  a  very  extenfive  open 
fpace  or  circus,  iet  afide  for  athletic  exerciies  and  public  fpe<^acle9. 

_   ^  ^ 

Here  the  Turks  exhibit  a  kind  of  military  fport,  called  the  djarid.  The 
combats^Qts  are  niounted^  and  armed  with  a  flick  or  wand  of  a  con- 
fiderable  length,  which  is  darted  with  great  force  by  the  aiTailant,  and 
as  Ikilfiilly  avoided  by  his  antagonift.  This  exercife  is  very  much  in 
vogue  arpong  the  Turks  of  condition.  In  the  middle  of  this  fpace 
ftands  an  antique  colump  or  obelUk,  of  a  fmgle  block  of  gmnite,  the 
fides  of  which  afe  filled  with  various  Egyptian  figures  and  hierogly* 
phics.  One  of  our  party  undertook  to  meafure  it,  which  he  accom- 
plifhed  by  a  c^(:ulation  drawn  from  a  comparifon  between  the  Ihadow 
of  a  flick  and  th^t  of  the  column,  the  height  of  which  was  found  to 
be  about  fixty  feet.  The  bafe  is  about  feven  feet  in  height,  and  is 
curiouily  fculptured  in  bas-relief  with  a  great  variety  of  human  heads. 
At  the  extremity  of  the  fquare  there  are  the  remains  of  a  pillar,  formed 
by  the  twifling  of  three  brazen  ferpents.  Formerly  their  heads  made 
the  capital  of  the  pillar.  Mahomet  the  fecond,  when  he  took  Con- 
flantinople,  beat  off  the  jaw  of  one  of  thefe  heads. 

PaflSng  through  a  flreet,  we  came  to  another  large  and  elevated 
antique  column,  called  the  Burnt  Pillar,  which,  amidfl  the  confla- 
grations  that  have  fb  frequently  occurred,  and  have  imfortunately 
£0  much  ravaged  the  city  of  Conftantinople,  ha3  flood  its  ground. 
It  has^  however,  a  very  dingy  hue,  and  a  confiderable  number  of  fif^ 
fures,  occafloned  by  the  different  fires  which  have  taken  place  in  its 
vicinity,  infomuch  that  it  is  now  encircled  by  iron  hoops  to  keep  it 
together. 

F  2 
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After  our  cxcurfion,  we  dined  on  board  the  New  Adventure  tranf^ 
port ;  and  in  the  afternoon  went  on  board  the  Charon  to  take  leave, 
Ihe  being  on  the  eve  of  failing  from  Conftantinople  for  Gibraltar.  I 
did  not  reach  Buyukdere  until  midnight.  The  weather  had  been 
extremely  fultry  during  the  day,  the  thermometer  being  at  eighty- 
eight  in  the  fhade. 

On  the  13th  I  rode  to  Levant  Chiflick.  On  my  return,  I  heard 
the  Charon  falute  the  Grand  Seignor  in  paffing  the  Seraglio  point. 

'On  the  evening  of  the  14th  I  went  to  a  kiofque  in  Buyukdere, 
where  the  Greeks  were  aiTembled  to  fing,  dance,' and  partake  of  other 
amufements.  I  joined  the  promenade  afterwards  in  the  meadow,  in 
which  there  was  a  very  numerous  affemblage  of  Greeks,  Turks,  and 
others.  It  being  Sunday,  the  inhabitants  of  all  the  neighbouring  vil- 
lages were  coUefted;  and  the  groups  which  were  formed,  by  the 
variety  of  their  coilumes,  and  the  charaderiilic  traits  peculiar  to  each 
nation,  had  a  very  pleaiing,  and  to  me  a  very  novel  effeft.  While 
the  Greeks  difplayed  all  the  gaiety  aYid  nonchalance  which  belong  to 
their  charader,  the  Turks,  with  much  gravity,  had  recourfe  to  their 
conftant  companion  the  pipe,  and  in  the  intervals  of  fmoking  took 
coffee. 

On  the  isth  I  rode  to  Levant  Chiflick,  where  I  vifited  the  Aga  and 
feveral  other  Turks  who  were  indifpofed.  On  the  preceding  day  we 
had  made  an  appointment  with  Mr.  Spurring,  the  Englifh  Ihip-builder 
at  Conftantinople,  to  vifit  the  Sultan  Selim,  the  (hip  which  bore  the 
flag  of  the  Capitan  Pacha.  We  were  the  more  anxious  to  do  this,  as 
the  Turkifli  fleet  was  to  fail  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  days  for  the  Dar- 
danelles.    We  went  on  board  accordingly,  and  found  her  to  be  a  re- 
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markably  fine  vcffel :  wc  were  told,  however,  that  her  timbers  were 
not  proportioned  to  her  iize,  and  that  (he  would  work  very  ill  in 
tempeihiotis  weather,  and  in  a  rough  fea.  The  Sultan  Selim  mounts^ 
one  hundred  and  twenty  forty-two  pounders,  beiides  other  guns  of  a 
imaller  caliber.  The  Capitan  Pacha's  cabin  was  fitted  up  in  a  very 
elegant  ftyle.  At  the  fides  were  iufpended  a  confiderable  number  of 
rich  and  beautiful  iabres,  piftols,  and  mufkets^  which,  being  fet  with 
a  profufion  of  diamonds^  and  curioufly  inlaid  with  gold,  made  a  very 
glittering  and  ihowy  appearance.  The  furniture  and  other  decora- 
tions of  the  cabin  were  in  a  correiponding  ftyle  of  magnificence.  Se- 
veral Englifh  prints,  reprcfenting  our  celebrated  naval  vidories,  were 
hung  up» 

Wc  were  entertained  by  the  captain  of  the  Ihip,  a  great  favourite 
of  the  Capitan  Pacha,  with  fweetmeats,  liqueurs,  coffee,  &c.  He  ac- 
companied us  in  our  vifit  to  the  different  parts  of  the  veffel,.  which 
was  very  clean,  and  kept  in  good  order.  She  had  on  board  fourteen; 
hundred  men,  among  whom  that  ftrid:  difcipline  by  which  the 
Engliih  men  of  war  are  diftinguilhed  did  not  appear  to  be  kept  up. 
The  place  fet  apart  for  the  fick  was  very  ill  calculated  for  that  pur- 
poie ;  and  but  little  attention  feemed  to  be  paid  to  this  part  of  the ' 
Turkiih  economy,  than  which  nothing  can  be  more  momentous  on 
ihipboard.  To  the  difiregard  with  which  the  fick  were  treated,  may 
be  added,  as  a  proof  of  the  barbarifm  of  this  people,  the  little  encou- 
ragement beftowcd  on  thofe  who  had  the  charge  of  them.  The  fur- 
geon  of  the  Sultan  Selim  affured  me,  that  his  annual  falary  amounted 
to  twelve  guineas  only  of  our  money,  infbmvch  that  hb. chief  depea- 
dence,  and  that  a  very  precarious  one,  was  on  prefents.     With  fo^ 
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inadequate  a  remuneration  for  his  fcrviccs,  'whatever  might  have  been 
his  talents,  little  was  to  be  expe&ed  from  his  zeal.  After  this  vifit 
to  the  Sultan  Selim,  I  dined  on  board  the  New  Adventure  tranfport, 
and  returned  to  Buyukdere  in  the  evening. 

On  the  lOth  and  17th  nothing  particular  occurred.  I  rode>  as 
ufuaU  to  Levant  Chiflick.  On  my  reaching  that  place,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  18th,  I  was  introduced  to  the  Kai  ma  kan,  and  Hadgi 
Ibrahim  Effendi,  who  had  come  thither  for  the  purpofe  of  a  general 
infpeAion  and  exercife  of  the  Turkifli  troops.  Our  men  £red  feveral 
rounds,  and  received  a  prefent  of  an  hundred  (heep  and  three  hun- 
dred piailres.     The  parade  being  broken  \xp,  I  returned  to  Buyukdere. 

The  19th  and  20th  were  without  any  interefting  occurrence.  On 
the  2 1  ft,  in  the  afternoon^  a  party  being  m^de,  we  crofled  the  river 
from  Buyukdere  to  Afia,  and  walked  to  the  fummit  of  the  Giant*s 
Hill,  a  very  high  mountain,  from  which  we  had  a  delightful  view  of 
the  different  windings  of  the  Bofphorus,  and  alio  of  the  Black  Sea. 

On  my  arrival  at  Chiflick  on  the  22d,  I  was  informed  that  a  con- 
fiderable  number. of  fick  and  wounded  Turkiih  foldiers,  from  Acre, 
in  Syria,  were  hourly  expeffced  there.  I  agreed  to  fee  them  on  the 
following  day. 

On  the  23d,  after  having  viiited  the  above  mentioned  fick  and 
wounded  Turkifh  fbldiers,  I  returned,  in  the  evening,  to  Bu3rukdere. 

On  the  24th  I  went  to  Oonflantinople,  where  I  had  an  interview 
with  his  Excellency  Hadgi  Ibrahim  Effendi,  the  Turkifh  fecretary  at 
war,  on  the  fubje<%  of  the  Turkifh  fick  and  wounded  in  Levant  Chif- 
lick, and  returned  to  Bmyukdere  in  the  evening. 

On  the  25th  I  reached  Chiflick  early  in  the  morning,  and  had  a 
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long  convcrfation  with  Hadgi  Ibraham  Effendi;  and  the  Aga,  or  Com- 
mandant^ on  the  bufmefs  above  referred  to.  It  was  agreed  that  I 
fliould  make  all  the  neceflary  regulations  for  the  fick  and  wounded 
Turks ;  that  I  Ihould  dire  A  the  fitting  up  of  the  hofpital  bedftcads, 
&c. ;  and  that  I  ihould  be  aided  in  my  daily  attendance  by  a  Turkifli 
furgeon.  On  the  following  day  I  met  by  appointment^  at  Levant 
Chiflicky  the  Grand  Seignor's  furgeon,  the  furgeon  in  chief  to  the 
army,  and  two  other  army  furgeons,  the  latter  of  whom  were  ap- 
pointed to  affifi:  me.  I  was  informed  by  them  that  the  Grand  Seignor 
had  given  to  each  of  the  ibldiers  returned  from  Syria  twenty-four 
piaftres,  and  a  fchillink  of  fdver  to  wear  in  his  turban.^ 

I  pafs  over  my  immediate  operations  at  Levant  Chiflick,  as  not 
being  of  general  intereft,  with  the  brief  obfervation,  that  many  of  the 
Turkifli  ibldiers  being  badly  wounded,  I  wzs  very  fully  and  fcriouily 
employed,  and  proceed  to  the  30th,  when  I  was  called  up  at  mid- 
night, and  a  note  delivered  to  me  from  Major  Fletcher,  to  inform  me 
that  the  Grand  Seignor,  who  was  to  be  at  Kaithanah  the  following 
morning,  to  fee  the  experiments  which  were  to  be  made  with  red- 
hot  ihot,  the  artillery  practice,  &c.  was  defirous  that  all  the  perfons 
belonging  to  the  Britiih  military  miflion  ihould  be  prefent  on  the 
occafion^ 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


VISIT  TO  LEVANT  CHIFLIGK^  IN  COMPLIANCE  WITH  THE  ORDERS  OP  THE 
GRAND  SEIGNOR*— PRACTICE  WITH  RED-HOT  SHOT— PRESENTS  DISTRI- 
BUTED TO  THE  OFFICERS  AND  MEN-— ORDERS  TO  ATTEND  THE  GRAND 
8EIGN0R  AGAIN— INTERVIEW  WITH  HIM— CONSULTED  BY  THE  AGA— 
—GRAND  PROCESSION  ON  THE  OPENING  OF  THE  FESTIVAL  OF  THE  BET* 
RAM  COURBAM TURKISH  ENTERTAINMENT REMARKS  ON  THE  PRODUC- 
TIONS OF  THE  SEASON  IN  TURKEY^  ON  THE  DISEASES  OF  THE  COUNTRYj 
AND  THE  STATE   OF  MEDICAL  SCIENCE  THERE— PROCESSION  AND  FESTI- 

VAL  OF    THE   DERVISES REMARKS    ON    THE    CLIMATE  AND  WEATHER 

VILLAGE  AND  AQUEDUCTS  OF   BELGRADE- CHARACTER  OF  THE  TURKISH 
VILLAGES — VISIT    TO    THE   ASIATIC    SHORES-ORDER    FOR    REMOVAL   OP 

THE    TROOPS FIRE    NEAR    CONSTANTINOPLE DESCRIPTION     OF    SANTA 

SOPHIA — GREEK   MARRIAGE REMARKS  ON   THE  TURKISH  FORTRESSES-^ 

EMBARKATION  OF  THE  TROOPS. 

TN  compliance  with  the  intimation  we  had  received,  we  breakfafled 
at  half  paft  three  in  the  morning,  and  proceeded  without  delay 
to  Levant  Chiiflick,  where  we  joined  our  detachment.  About  eight 
o'clock  we  arrived  at  Kaithanah,  and  the  Grand  Scignor,  his  .principal 
officers  and  fuite,  made  their  appearance  ihortly  after. 

During  the  artillery  praftice,  the  experiments  with  red-hot  fliot, 
&c.  the  Grand  Seignor  was  feated  in  the  beautiful  kiofque,  or  plea- 
lure-houfe,  which  I  have  already  noticed.  He  paid  a  particular  at- 
tention to  every  thing  which  pafled ;  and  when  the  whole  was  con- 
cluded, made  each  of  us  a  trifling  preient.     Thefe  prefents  were  de- 
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livered  to  us  by  one  of  his  fuitc,  who  tcnckrcd  them  to  us  rcfpedlivcly 
as  we  paiTed,  one  by  one^  according  to  our  rank,  in  front  of  the  Grand 
Seignor.  Each  of  us  having  received  the  prefent  deftined  for  him, 
bowed,  and  was  deiired  to  retire.  This  ceremony  having  been  con- 
cluded, the  non-commiffioned  officers  were  brought  up  to  receive 
prefents  for  themielves  and  the  privates. 

On  the  Sift,  on  my  arrival  at  Chifiick,  early  in  the  morning,  I  met 
the  Grand  Seigtior*s  furgeon,  with  whom  I  vifited  the  wounded 
Turks.  Several  of  them  were  already  in  a  (late  of  recovery.  In  our 
own  infirmary  I  found  four  cafes  of  intermittent  fever.  Tho  men 
who  laboured  under  this  complaint,  had  been  fent  to  Kaithanah  fome 
wxeks  before  to  affift  in  the  erection  of  the  furnace  for  the  heating  of 
ihot ;  and  having  been  detained  there  (or  ieveral  days,  were  expofed 
to  marfli  miafhia,  which  is  well  known  to  be  a  moft  powerful  agent 
in  the  produ<ftion  of  intermittents. 

On  the  ift  of  Auguft,  General  Koehler,  Lieutenant-colonei  Hollo- 
way,  and  Major  Hope,  returned  to  Buyukdere  from  the  Dardanelles. 

On  my  reaching  Chifiick  to  viiit  the  fick  and  wounded,  I  received 
B  meflage  requeuing  me  to  wait,  as  the  Grand  Seignor  was  on  his 
way  thither,  and  might  wifli  to  make  fome  enquiries  of  me  relative 
to  the  ftate  of  the  wounded  Turks,  and  the  arrangements  made  for 
them.  He  arrived  about  noon,  attended  by  his  principal  minifters, 
his  officers  of  (late,  and  a  very  numerous  retinue,  all  richly  drefTcd, 
and  fuperbly  mounted.  His  arrival  was  announced  by  difcharges  of 
artillery,  and  other  public  demonfb-atioas  of  joy.  It  being  a  grand 
field  day,  the  Turkiih  fbldiers  went  through  their  manoeuvres  and  ex- 
erciics,  after  which  each  of  them  was  marched  to  the  front  of  the 
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Aga's  houfe,  where  the  Grand  Seignor  was  feated,  and  received  a  pre- 
fcnt  of  five  piaftres.  I  was  now  pointed  out  to  the  Sultan,  and  hav- 
ing paid  my  rcfpcfts  to  him,  received  from  him  a  trifling  prefent,  ac- 
companied by  a  meflage  to  requeft  of  me  to  have  the  goodnefs  to  take 
all  poffible  care  of  the  wounded,  for  which  fervicc  I  fhould  not  fail  to 
be  properly  remunerated.  The  Aga  being  indifpofed,  confiilted  mc 
as  to  the  nature  of  his  ailments,  I  found  him  feverifli,  prefcribed  for 
him,  and  promifed  to  fee  him,  provided  it  fhould  be  necefTary,  at  his 
refidencc  at  Bifhidafh,  on  the  bank  of  the  Bofphorus,  near  Pera. 

On  the  2d,  I  went  to  Chiflick,  where  I  vifited  the  fick  and  wounded 
Turks,  and  afterwards  rode^  to  Bifhidafh  to  fee  the  Aga,  who  was  ftill 
indifpofed. 

On  the  3d  and  4th,  I  repeated  my  vifits  to  the  above  places,  and 
found  the  Aga,  as  well  as  the  greater  part  of  the  wounded  Turks,  in  a 
fair  way  of  recovery. 

On  the  5th,  on  my  arrival  at  Chiflick,  I  faw  his  excellency,  vnth 
whom  I  had  a  converfation  relative  to  the  wounded  Turks.  They 
were  all  of  them  doing  very  well,  and  in  particular  two,  from  the 
thigh  of  one  of  whom  I  had  a  few  days  before  extraded  a  ball,  and 
from  the  hip  of  the  other  a  fplintcr  of  gun  metal.  It  may  ftrike  my 
reader^  with  furprife  that  the  woimded  men  having  been  brought 
from  fo  confidcrable  a  diftance  as  Acre,  thefc  operations  flaould  ftiH 
have  been  left  tabe  performed. 

On  the  13th,  on  my  reaching  Chiflick,  I  found  there  the  furgeon 
to  the  Grand  Seignor,  by  whom  I  was  informed,  that  early  in  the 
morning  of  the  following  day  the  Grand  Seignor  would  go  in  proccf- 
fion  from  the  Seraglio  to  the  mc^ue  of  Sultan  Achmet,  to  celebrate 
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the  opening  of  the  Bcyram  Courbam,  or  month  of  facrifice,  the  fc- 
cbnd  pafchal  feaft.  He  invited  mc  to  Conilantinople  to  be  prcfent  at 
this  ceremony. 

The  feftival  of  the  Beyrara,  which  fucceeds  the  Turkifli  ramazan, 
or  lent,  is  the  feafon  of  plcafurcs  and  fcftivities  of  every  defcription. 
He  muft  be  poor  indeed,  who  has  not  new  clothes  provided  for  the 
occafion  ;  and  among  the  better  fort  of  people  rich  drefles  arc  given 
and  received  as  prefents.  The  ftrects  and  public  places  are  filled  with 
groups,  whofe  amufements  and  paftimes  are  varied  according  to  the 
nation  to  which  they  belong.  It  may  fftidly  be  denominated  a  paf- 
chal feaft,  fince,  at  its  opening,  fheep  are  lacrificed  by  the  Grand 
Seignor,  and  by  all  the  diftinguilhed  and  opulent  Turks.  The  animals 
thus  immolated,  have  their  horns  gilt,  and  their  wool  nicely  combed. 
It  is  fo  contrived  as  that  thefe  ofTcrings  (hould  be  made  at  the  pre- 
cife  hour  when  fimilar  facrifices  take  place  at  Mecca. 

At  three  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  14th,  I  fet  out  from  Chif- 
lick,  where  I  had  fpent  the  preceding  night,  and  was,  on  my  arrival 
at  Pera,  joined  by  Captains  Lacy  and  Leake.  We  reached  Conftan* 
tinople  at  five  o'clock,  and  proceeded  to  the  houfe  of  a  furgcon, 
from  whofe  (hop  we  were  to  be  gratified  by  a  fight  of  the  proceflSon, 
as  it  pailed.  In  this  houie  we  breakfafted,  and  were  entertained  in 
the  following  manner.  Pipes  and  coffee  were  firft  ferved,  and  were 
followed  by  a  very  agreeable  and  palatable  preparation  of  milk,  called 
caimac,  which  was  accompanied  by  hot  fugared  cakes,  and  melons. 
Our  repdft  was  concluded  by  a  iecond  fervice  of  coffee  ;  and  during 
our  ftay,  fherbct  and  pipes  were  brought  to  us  at  intervals. 
About  eight  o'clock  the  proceffion  commenced ;  but  the  Grand 

o  2 
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Seignor  did  not  make  his  appearance  until  half-pafl:  nine.  The  dreiTes 
of  all  thofe  who  compoied  the  proceffion  were,  fplendid  and  coftly. 
The  fine  horfes  on  which  they  were  mounted,  and  more  efpecially 
thoie  of  the  eunuchs  and  principal  officers  of  flate,  were  mod:  ^or- 
•geoufly  caparifoned,  the  boufinga  of  many  of  them  being  of  gold 
embroidery,  ftudded  with  precious  ftones,  by  which  a  very  bcUltant 
^e&,  was  produced.  In  the  turban  of  the  Grand  Seignor  was  ^ 
beautiful  aigrette  of  very  great  vahiCj  the  diamonds  of  which  it  was 
compofed  being  of  uncommon  nciagnitude.  Several  of  his  horfes,  on 
which  his  ihield  and  variouf  trophies  were  carried,  were  led  in  the 
proceffion ;  and  being  very  richly  caparifbned,  and  ornamented  with 

a  profufion  of  diamonds,  rubies,  and  other  precious  ilones,  gave  a 

« 

brilliancy  and  magnificence  to  the  fcene,  which  far  exceeded  any  idea 
I  could  previoufly  have  formed  of  it. 

During  the  proceffion,  a  Turkifh  officer  was  conilantly  employed 
in  throwing  on  the  heads  of  the  populace  handfuls  of  new  paras.  The 
contefl  which  enfued,  to  pick  them  up,  afforded  to  the  Turkifh  fpec- 
tators  no  little  amufement. 

The  Grand  Seignor,  who  was  very  fupcrbly  mounted,  was  followed 
by  his  fword-bearer,  carrying  his  fabre,  the  hilt  of  which  was  profufcly 
ihidded  with  diamonds.  Next  came  feveral  officers  of  his  feraglio 
richly  drefTed,  bearing  oh  culhions  his  turbans,,  ornamented  with  dia-^ 
monds  and  other  gems.  The  f):reets  were  lined  on  each  fide  with  ja-> 
niffaries,  whofc  drefs*caps  appeared  to  me  both  ridiculous  and  unbe- 
coming. As  the  Sultan  pafled  along,  he  from  time  to  time  b|owed 
with  great  affability  to  the  people,  all  of  whom  proflrated  themiclve^ 
on  his  approach. 
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The  kiilah  agaj  or  chief  of  the  eunuchs^  officiated  at  the  mofque^ 
and  wore  on  his  return  a  valuable  pelice  and  a  rich  caftan»  with  which 
the  Grand  Seignor  had  prefented  hitn.  Several  other  caftans,  of 
qualities  iuited  to  the  rank  of  tho&  for  whom  the/  were  deftined^ 
were  diftributed  by  the  Sultan  on  this  occaiion^  ^ 

The  proceffion  was  conduced  with  great  decorum,  and  throughout 
the  whole  of  it  the  beft  order  obferved.  It  would  be  impoffible  f(m 
me  to  attempt  to  defcribe  all  the  ftriking  appearances  it  exhibited^ 
or  to  enter  into  a  detail  of  the  great  Tariety  and  extreme  fingularitjr 
of  the  magnificent  coftumes  which  were  dilplayed.  To  be  brief — ^it 
horded  to  us  ftrangers  a  fpedlacle  truly  novel  and  intereftingi  and 
fully  fepaid  us  for  the  trouble  we  had  taken  to  be  comprehended 
among  the  number  of  the  fpe^tors.  By  eleven  o'clock  the  ftreets^ 
were  cleared. 

Selim  III.  the  prefcnt  Sultan,  is  extremely  popular  with  his  fub* 
jedSf  and  by  no  means  deftitute  of  the  talents  and  abilities  which  a 
fovereign  oi;ight  to  poflefs.  He  is  defcended  from  the  houie  of  Ofman,. 
by  whom  the  fifth  dynafly  of  the  caliphs  was  eftabliihed  in  the  thir- 
teenth century.  Having  received  a  more  liberal  education  than  has^ 
tifually  been  beftowed  in  Turkey  on  thofe  to  whofe  lot  the  fucceifion 
has  fallen>  Sultan  Selim  pofiefifes  a  well  cultivated  mind,  and  has 
Isolde  himielf  acquainted  with  the  policy  of  the  more  refined  flates 
of  Europe.  It  is,  therefore,  not  fi:irprifing^  that  he  has  introduced  ia 
many  ialutary  innovations  into  his  empire  ;  and,  from  a  convi6lion 
of  th^ir  manifeft  fiipcri(M-ity,  h^  become  fo  flrenuous  a  partizau  of 
the  taAics  and  military  difcipline  of  England  and  France.  In  my 
fubiequent  details  relative  to  the  Grand  Vifier  and  the  Capitan  Pacba> 
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I  Ihall  have  occaiion  to  notice,  in  a  particular  manner^  the  improve- 
ments he  has  introduced  in  his  army  and  marine.  He  is  of  a  courte- 
ous and  affable  charafter ;  and  his  phyfiognomy  is  fine  and  full  of 
expreffion.  His  figure  is  well  proportioned,  and  his  afpeft  command- 
ing»     His  pcMtrait  is  faithfully  given  in  Plate  11. 

'My  companions  and  myfelf  were  invited,  after  the  proceffion,  to 
ifkic  '-with  the  Grand  Seignor's  furgeon,  at  whofe  houfe  we  were  very 
well  entertained  in  the  Turkifli  ftile  ;  and  notwithftanding  we  were, 
in  eating,  compelled  to  adopt  the  mode  pradifed  by  the  Turks,  th^t 
is,  that  we  were  unprovided  with  either  knife,  fork,  or  plate,  we  con- 
trived to  mak^  a  good  dinner.    The  following  is  a  concife  defcriptlon 
of  thefe  repafts.     A  cloth  having  been  laid  on  the  floor,  a  fmall  tabic 
with  the  legs  turned  uppermoft  is  placed  on  it,  and  on  this  again  is 
laid  a  large  circular  waiter  of  tinned  copper,  round  which  the  com- 
pany feat  themfclves.     Before  each  of  the  guefts,  bread  in  the  form 
x>f  a  flat  pancake,  and  two  fpoons  are  placed.     The  diflies  are  ferved 
up  fingly,  one  after  the  other  ;  and  if  filled  with  fbup  or  liquid  food, 
the  fpoons  are  reforted  to.    If,  on  the  other  hand,  they  contain  fblids, 
the  guefts  help  themfclves  with  the  thumb  and  finger.     However  re- 
pugnant this  cuftom  muft  have  been  to  the  feelings  and  ideas  of 
Engliflimen,  a  keen  appetite,  and  the  favourineft  of  the  difhes,  in' 
fome  meafure  reconciled  us  to  it ;  and  cuftom,  which  fways  us  fo 
powerfully,  enabled  us,  in  the  fequel,  entirely  to  get  the  better  of  our 
fqueamiflinefs.     The  meats  are  in  general  cut  fmall  for  the  conve- 
nience of  thole  who  are  to  partake  of  them ;  but  on  the  prefent  oc- 
caiion whole  ducks  were  ferved.     Thefe  the  donor  of  the  feaft  pulled 
in  pieces  with  his  fingers,  and  diftributcd  the  portions  to  his  guefts. 
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Pipes  and  coffee  were  brought  ia  after  dinner^  and  we  at  length  took 
our  leave. 

On  the  15th,  in  the  morning,  I  accompanied  General  Koehler  to 
Pera,  and  from  thence  to  Conftantinople^  where  we  had  an  interview 
of  nearly  two  hours  with  his  Excellency  Hadgi  Ibrahim  EfFendi,  with 
whom  the  general  had  ibme  particular  buiineis  to  tranfadt.  In  the 
courfe  of  this  vifit,  a  filver  falver,  containing  conferve  of  rofes,  and 
other  fweetmcats,  was  handed  round,  in  addition  to  the  ufual  refrefli- 
ments  of  pipes  and  cofFee.  When  we  were  about  to  take  leave,  each 
of  us  was  prefented  with  two  finely  wrought  muflin  handkerchiefs. 
I  ought  not  to  omit  here  the  concluding  part  of  the  ceremony.  After  ' 
we  had  taken  a  draught  of  flierbet,  which  was  prefented  to  us,  our 
hands  were  fprinkled  with  rofe  water,  and  a  filver  veffel  brought  in, 
containing  odoriferous  gums  in  an  inflamed  (late.  The  afcending 
vapours  of  thefe  gums  are  by  the  Turks  received  on  their  beards ;  but 
as  we  were  deftitute  of  that  ornament,  we  contented  ourfelves  with 
fmelling  to  them,  and  receiving  them  in  our  hands,  which  we  rubbed: 
together  to  retain  the  odour.  We  then  bowed  and  retired- 
Much  rain  fell  this  day,  accompanied  with  loud  claps  of  thunder>. 
and  very  vivid  flaihes  of  lightning!  The  ftorm  continued  throughout 
the  evening. 

On  my  arrival  at  Chiflick,  on  the  morning  of  the  1 6th,  I  found 
that  feveral  of  the  wounded  Turks  who  had  been  under  my  care,, 
being  now  perfedly  cured,  were  to  fet  off  the  next  morning  for  Alex^ 
andria,  with  a  detachment  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  Turkifli  foldiers. 

On  the  l/th,  the  Turkifti  furgeons  who  had  lent  me  their  affiftancc 
there^  having  embarked  the  preaeding  evening  with  the  detachment. 
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I  had  no  other  than  my  own  exertions  to  depend  upon.  In  returning 
to  Buyukdcre,  I  obferved  that  the  country  exhibited  a  new  and  very 
pleafing  afpeft  fince  the  fall  of  the  late  heavy  Ihowers,  which  had 
come  very  feafonably  to  enable  the  country  people  to  plough  and  the 
till  their  lands.  Grapes  were  now  in  icaibn,  as  were  alfo  melons : 
latter  were  of  two  kinds,  the  inu&  melon,  and  the  water  melon,  and 
were  both  cheap  and  in  plenty. 

The  grapes,  which  were  extremely  large,  and  fine,  were  fold  at 

three  and  four  paras  the  oke. 

» 

Among  the  prevailing  difeafes  in  Turkey,  the  rickets  are  very 
common  in  children,  and  blindnefs  in  adults. 

The  lame  and  deformed  objeAs  who  conftantly  obtrude  themfclves 
on  the  view,  are  in  luch  numbers  as  to  excite  aftonifliment. 

Pulmonary  complaints,  as  far  as  I  had  occafion  to  obferve,  are  by 

« 

no  means  prevalent  in  this  country;  the  catarrhal  and  afthmatic 
aficftions  prevail  moft  among  elderly  people^ 

The  Turks  are  certainly  not  fubjeft  to  the  multitude  of  difeafes 
which  infeft  fome  other  nations.  Sores  and  wounds  are  managed 
and  healed  with  more  facility  ;  much  may  be  afcribed  to  their  tem- 
perance.    Fontanelles,  or  iflues,  are  in  common  ufo  ;  and  fomewhat 

* 

leffen  the  evils  refulting  from  the  indolent,  and  inaAivc  life  which 
the  Turks  in  general  lead.  Cutaneous  afFe<9.ions,  herpetic  and  tettery 
eruptions  are  common,  particularly  upon  the  head :  dyfpepfia,  and 
other  ftomach  complaints,  prevail  very  generally.  Their  greafy  food, 
inaftive  life,  their  cxceflcs  in  the  ufc  of  fmoking  tobacco,  and  opium, 
may  give  rife  to  thefe  diforders.  Hernias  are  common.  Befides 
plague,  they  are  occafionally  fubjeA  to  malignant  and  bilious  rep:iit- 
tent  and  intermittent  fevers  in  autumn. 
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In  Confiantinople^  Pcra,  and  the  fuburbs;  there  arc,  it  is  faid> 
nearly  five  thouiand  persons  who  proofs  the  different  branches  o^ 
the  medical  art.  They  arc  natives  of  almoft  every  nation,  but  coniift 
more  particularly  of  Turks,  Greeks,  Armenians,  and  Italians,  and  are 
tor  the  greater  part  utterly  ignorant  of  the  principles  either  of  medi- 
cine or  of  furgery.  There  arc,  however,  fbme  exceptions  to  this 
obiervation,  and  among  them  a  Mr.  Ruine,  an  Italian,  whom  I  ac- 
cidentally met  with  a  few  days  before  the  period  of  which  I  am  now 
treating.  He  occaiionally  attends  the  Grand  Seignor,  when  indif- 
pofed,  as  well  as  the  Harem,  and  many  of  the  principal  officers  of  ilate* 
For  thefe  fervices  he  has  no  ialary,  but  is  paid  for  hisr  vifits.  His 
praAice  is  extremely  lucrative.  The  peribn  who  at  prefent  holds 
the  appointment  of  phyfician  to  the  Sultan,  is  a  Turk,  who,  not- 
withftanding  he  is  entirely  unacquainted  with  medicine,  receives  an 
annual  flipend  of  nearly  five  thoufand  pounds  flerling.  Almoft  every 
mdividual  m  Turkey  has  a  noftrum  for  fomc  difeafe  or  other. 

On  the  18th,  in  the  afternoon,  in  company  with  fome  of  our  of- 
ficers,  we  croiTed  over  to  the  Aiiatic  fide  of  the  river  to  fee  the  pro- 
ceflion  of  the  dervifes,  it  being  the  birth-day  of  the  founder  of  that 
icdl.  We  were  unfortunately  too  late  to  be  prefent  at  this  cere- 
mony, which,  as  we  afterwards  heard,  was  very  numeroufly  attended. 
We  had,  however,  a  very  agreeable  walk  in  the  delightful  valley  in 
which  the  affembly  was  held.  The  Janifiary  by  whom  we  were 
accompanied  for  our  protedion,  in  his  eagernefs  to  get  our  boat 
Kady,  was  pulhed  into  the  water,  and  otherwife  maltreated,  by  a 
boatman  belonging  to  the  Sultana  Valida,  or  Queen  Mother,  who 
had  come  privately  to  witnefs  .the  above  ceremony.     This  infiilt 
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being  iii  a  manner  confidered  as  offered  to  ourfelvcs,  a  reprcfentation 
6f  the  particulars  of  the  affray  was  naade  by  General  Koehlcr,  to 
whom  an  apology  was  afterwards  fent. 

On  the  21  ft,  the  heat  of  the  weather  was  very  opprdTive,  the 
thermometer  being,  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning,  at  115  in  the 

fun. 

On  my  arrival  at  Chiflick  on  the  2  2d,  I  found  one  of  the  men 
belonging  to  the  Britiih  miffion  dangexpuily  ill  with  a  fever. 

On  the  26th,  it  being  the  fete  of  the  affumption  of  the  Ucfled 
Virgin,  which  the  Greeks  ccIdDratc  with  much  pomp,  in  the  evening 
great  numbers  of  them  were  afE^mbled  in  the  meadow,  and  in  their 
holiday  dreffes. 

On  the  2 /thy  another  of  our  men  was  feized  dangeroufly  ill  with 

a  fever. 

The  reader  will  perhaps  find  the  frequent  mention  of  the  changes 
of  the  weather  fome  what  tedious,  but  nothing  ferves  fo  well  to  give 
an  idea  of  the  climate  and  iituation.  In  the  courie  of  thb  aflemoon 
there  was  much  thunder  and  lightning,  and  throughout  the  whole 
of  the  day  very  heavy  and  fudden  fhowers  of  rain  felL 

On  the  28th  much  rain  had  fallen  during  the  night ;  and  on  the 
20th  the  rains  continued  to  fall  with  unabated  violence. 

I  dined  at  Buyukdere,  in  company  with  all  the  officers  belonging 
to  the  miflion,  and  with  Count  Ludolf,  the  Neapolitan  envoy,  who 
gave  us  a  very  polite  reception,  and  entertained  us  with  great  holpi- 
tality.  The  evening  was  very  cool  and  plealant,  and  it  was  to  be 
prefumed  that  as  the  rains  had  now  fallen  in  great  abundance,  they 
Would  be  fucceeded  by  fine  weather.     During  the  months  of  Sep- 
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tember  and  OAober  the  weather  is  in  general  very  pleafant  and 
agreeable  in  Turkey ;  and  tliis  feafon  the  natives  call  the  little  or 
fecond  fummer. 

On  my  arrival  at  Chiflick^  on  the  morning  of  the  30th,  I  found 
that  a  military  artificer,  Greenhalch,  had  expired  in  the  courfe  of 
the  preceding  afternoon. 

On  the  aft  of  September  the  officers  of  the  miifion  dined  with 
General  Koehler^  and  met  there  Count  Ludolf,  the  Neapolitan  en- 
voy ;  and  in  the  evening  went  to  the  palace  of  the  Ilu£Gian  minifter, 
Monfieur  Tomara,  where  there  was  a  ball.  It  being  Sunday,  fome 
repugnance  was  felt  at  being  prefcnt  at  thefe  entertainments :  it  was, 
however,  prudent  to  conform  to  the  eftablifhed  ufages. 

On  the,4th  I  vifited  Chl4ick,  and  found  that  'Kannaird^  a  mili- 
taiy  artificer,  had  departed  this  life  in  the  courfe  of  the  preceding 
afternoon. 

On  my  reaching  Chifiick  on  the  5  th,  I  was  called  to  the  child 
of  a  private  belonging  to  the  royal  artillefy,  whofe  ikxxll  had  been 
fradured  by  a  fall  from  a  window.  It  furvived  this  accident  a  few 
hours  only. 

A  party  having  been  formed  on  the  7th,  we  made  an  excurfKwi  to 
the  village  of  Belgrade,  diflant  from  Conflantrnople  twelve  or  foiM:- 
teen  miles,  and  to  the  aquedudts  in  its  vicinity.  Among  thefe  we 
faw  that  which  was  ereded  in  the  reign  of  Juflinian,  and  under  his 
immediate  diredion.  We  vifited  the  interior  of  this  aquedud,  a 
large  magnificent  iboifture,  in  a  very  fine  flyle  of  architedure,  and 
pafTed  through  the  difi^rent  galleries  or  pafTages.  Our  promenade 
ended  there;  and  we  returned  to  the  woods. near  the  village  of  Bel- 
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grade,  where,  our  provifions  having  been  fpread  on  the  green  fbd, 
which  fcrved  us  for  a  table,  we  dined  beneath  the  cool  and  rcfrclh- 
ing  Ihade  of  a  cluftcr  of  lofty  trees. 

The  country  in  the  vicinity  of  Belgrade  abounds  in  groves  and 
fine  woodland  fcenery.  To  us,  who  had  remained  fo  long  in  the 
environs  of  Conftantinoplc,  it  prefented  a  fcene  of  equal  novelty  and 
intereft.  It  was  our  firfl:  vifit  to  this  endianting  fpot ;  and  brought 
to  our  recolIeAion  all  the  encomiums  which  Lady  Mary  Wortley 
Montague  has  befiowed  on  it  in  her  Letters.  If  it  is  not  precifely 
the  paradiie  ihe  has  defcribed,  it  is  unqueftionably  one  of  the  mofi 
beautiful  fpots  in  that  part  of  the  world.  We  pai&d  through  two 
fmall  villages)  which  were  of  the  fame  defcription  with  thofe  I 
had  hitherto  ieen  in  Turkey ;  that  is,  the  houfes  and  the  inhabitants 
were  alike  in  a  wretched  ftate.  To  render  the  face  of  the  country 
more  agreeable  and  piAurefque,  a  few  fcattered  hamlets  were  want- 
ing :  the  aqueduAs,  however,  by  interfe^ting  ther  villages,  gave  ta 
the  fccnery  a  confiderablc  degree  of  intercft.^ 

On  the  8tb,  the  officers  of  the  miflion  dined  with  the  Ruffian 
ambaflador,  where  we  were  as  ufual  fiimptuoully  entertained. 

On  the  1 2th  I  made  an  engagement  with  the  officers  belonging 
to  a  Ruffian  man  of  war  lying  in  the  harbour,  to  accompany  them 
to  the  Afiatic  fhore  on  the  following  morning. 

On  the  1 3th,  at  ten  in  the  morning,  we  croiTed  over  to  Afia.  The 
day  was  delightful ;  and  we  made  a  very  agreeable  excurfion  into 
the  country.  On  our  return,  carpets  were  fpread  in  the  fhade,  and 
a  cold  collation  ferved.  The  Ruffian  failors  entertained  us  with  fc- 
vcral  fongs,  which  the  furgeon  accompanied  on  a  kind  of  harp. 
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Nothing  deferving  of  notice  occurred  until  the  20th,  when  the 
Magnet,  an  Englilh  merchantmaa,  which  had  been  long  expeded^ 
anchored  off  the  Seraglio  Point.  This  day  General  Koehler  ihifted 
his  refidence  from  Bujukdere  to  Galata.  On  my  reaching  Chiflick, 
on  the  22d,  I  fouad  Smith,  an  artificer^  labouring  under  an  attack 
of  maligiiant  fever. 

Th«  fucceeding  days  were  marked  by-  no  particular  occurrence 
ontU  the  26th,.  when,  on  my  vifit  to  Chiflick  barracks,  I  found  that 
Smith,  the  artificer,  the  fymptoms  of  whofe  fever  had  daily  aflumed 
a  ftronger  degree  of  malignity,  had  died  in  the  courfe  of  the  pre^ 
ceding  evening.     His  body  was  already  in  a  high  ftate  of  putrefac- 
tion- ;  and  the  &me  fever  having  broken  out  among  the  inhabitants 
of  Chiflick,  I  wrote  to  General  Koehler,  to  advife  that  our  people 
Ihould  be  immediately'  removed.     From  the  general  I  learned  in 
return,  that  the  detachment  was  ta  be  embarked  on  board -the  tranf^ 
port  then  lying  off  Tophana,  and  to  proceed  in  her  to  the  Darda- 
nelles, as  fbon  as  the  fteps  preparatory  to  the  expedition  fhould'  have 
been  taken. 

On  my  return  from  Chiflick,  on  the  20th,  I  rode  towardis  an  an- 
cient tower,  which  Europeans  have  denominated  the  tower  of  Ovid^ 
and  which  is  conjeftured  to  have  been  originaHy  a  iignal  tower,  from 
which  the  inhabitants  were  warned  of  the  approaclv  of  the  veflcls  of 
the  Coflacks,  whofe  piracies  on  the  coafts  of  the  Eu^ne  Sea,  near 
which  this  tower  ftands,  were  formerly  fo  much  dreadedi 

On  the  iftof  Oaober,  in  the  evening,  a  large  fire  brokc^out  in  a 
nllage  near  Conftantinople,  fituatcd  above  the  arfcnal.     It  was  a 
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truly  grand  atid  awful  Ipeftadc ;  but  the  whole  of  the  dftmagc  was 
confined  to  th«  dse^uftion  of  fame  houfcs. 

In  the  morning  after  this  event,  I  went  to  Conftantiifioplc,  wlierc 
I  vifited  the  mofque  of  Santa  Sof]^a^  and  the  tnad^iouie,  fitnated 
tft  the  extremity  tjf  the  Happodrome,  ot  Atmeydan. 

Santa  Sophia,  as  has  been  already  mentioned,  was  feM^merly  ^  chri'P 
tian  churchy  and  built  by  tbe  Emperor  Juftin.  It  was  converted 
by  the  Turks  irito  a  mofque,  flill  however  retaining  its  original  name; 
This  building,  which  always  attrads  the  attention  of  tm^I)ec9,  is  a 
hundred  and  fourteen  paces  in  length,  and  eighty  in  b^adXh :  the 
dotne,  which  covers  the  centre  of  tiie  building,  is  in  the  form  of  a 
half  globe,  rather  depreilied,  and  is  altogether  fmgular  in  its  fiyle  of 
architecture. 

Within  fide  the  mofque  there  is  a  porch  that  ranges  round  its 
fides,  which  fupports  another  galleiy  thirty  paces  broad,  both  vaulted 
over,  and  ilipported  by  a. great  number  of  beautiful  pillars,  many  of 
which  ^are  of  Vcfd  antique.  Thcfe  columns  uphold  the  building. 
You  arrive  at  the  upper  gallery  by  means  of  an  ealy  winding,  but 
paved  a&ent  (or'ftaii^  cattle)^  up  which  horfes  can  eafily  afcend.  At 
one  end  of  this  gallery  there,  is  an  endofed  place,  with  a  gilt^rating 
or  lattice  work,  for  thd  Sultan's  u&,  when  he  vifits  this  mofque. 

On  thc'outfide  there  are  fqux  tall  minarets,  or  fieeples,  and  foun- 
tains where  the  TUrks  peifosm  'their  ablutions  always  previous  to 
prayer.  Mdny  fmairiamps,^oftrich  eggs,  &c.  are  fufpcnded  as  orna* 
ments  in  the  Centre  of  the  mofque,-  the  part  which  the  pious  prin- 
cipally  occupy  when  it  prayer.    The  floor  is  covered  with  mats.   To 
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cater  tbis^  aa  well  as  all  other  nioiquest  it  is  ncceflwy  to  be  provided 
with  cleaft  flippers  to  puU  on  over  the  boots  or  fhoes  of  Chriftiam^ 
as  the  Turks  will  apt  allow  thorn  to  enter  'without  obibving  thia 
ceremony. 

To  procure  admittance,  however,  within  tbc  mofi|ue9,  a  Frank 
siud:  be  ^Mtnifiied  with  a  firmav,  or  wrilitcn  amnhoiity  from  Ihe 
Turkish  government ;  but  the  MviTiilmaai  after  all  makes  him  pay 
handibmely  for  the  gratificatioa  of  his  curioiity. 

After  having  amu&d  myfdf  by  walking  tkix>ugH  the  different 
baaarsp  I  retorned  to  Buyulukre  in  the  ev^eaisg. 

On  the  ad«  in  the  morning,  I  called  on  Mr.  Spencei*  Smith*  the 
Brstsih  minifter,  who  had  juit  received  the  melanchQly  tidings  of  th<r 
death  of  Major  Fead,  of  the  royal  artUlery.  Qn  the  1 3th  of  the  kft 
month,  being  on  board  Lo  Tigi?e,  commanded  by  Sir  Sydney  Smithj 
he  fell  a  vLfiim  to  an  attack  of  malignant  fever,  i^  the  prime  of  life« 
He  was  an  adive  and  zealous  officer. 

On  the  4th,  in  taking  my  cuftomary  ride  to  Chiflifrk^  I  obferved 
that  the  vintage  was  begun.  The  inhabitants  were  all  bufied  in 
their  vineyards^  in  ^thering  the  gmpes,  which,  having  been  picked 
^m  the  ibdks,  were  thrown  into  barrels,  and  tbefe  laid  acrofs  the 
backs  of  horfes  to  be  conveyed  home. 

Onr  final  orders,  having  been  received  on  the  5th,  to  proceed  to 
Galata  on  the  following  Monday,  the  Qth,  we  were  buiily  employed 
during  the  whole  of  the  day  in  the  neceilaxy  preparations  for  our 
removal. 

On  the  Cth,  in  the  evening,  I  was  prefcnt  at  another  fcflivity, 
that  of  the  marriage  of  the  daughter  of  a  Mr.  Hidey,  a  Greek  mer- 
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chant.  The  young  girls  of  that  nation,  who  were  aflembled  to  ce- 
lebrate the  nuptials,  were  decked  in  their  gaixdieft  apparel,  and  the 
evening  was  fpent  in  danoing  and  other  amuiements. 

On  the  morning  of  the  7th,  the  officers  belonging  to  the  Britifli 
miffion  left  Buyukderc. 

On  the  8th,  in  the  morning,  I  proceeded  up  the  Bofphorus  in  a 
boat  as  far  as  its  jundion  with  the  Euzine  Sea,  and  landed  at  the 
moil:  diftant  village  on  the  European  fide,  where  the  inhabitants 
were  bufily  engaged  in  ialting  a  kind  of  mackerel  of  a  very  large  iize. 
Near  to  this  village^  upon  the  ihore,  there  b  a  very  capacious  lant- 
hom  ercAed,  by  the  light  of  which  by  night  veflels  are  diredcd 
into  the  Bofphorus  from  the  Black  Sea ;  fb  named,  I  imagine,  from 
the  black  clouds  and  ilormy  weather  which  frequently  come  over 
this  fea.  There  is  a  rock  flanding  in  the  water,  and  contiguous  to 
this  village,  upon  which  formerly  (it  is  faid)  a  pillar  of  marble  fix>od, 
vulgarly  called  the  pillar  of  Pompey. 

For  fbme  time  pail  the  weather  had  been  cold  and  rainy,  the 
thermometer  having  been  fb  low  as  55. 

On  the  loth,  a  model  of  the  upper  caiUe  at  Sultania,  or  Cheime* 
cally,  on  the  Afiatic  fide  of  the  Dardanelles,  made  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Lieutenant-colonel  HoUoway,  with  the  improvements  fiig* 
gefled  by  him,  was  prefented  to  his  E^zcellency  Ebidgi  Ibrahim  £f* 
fendi,  fecretary  at  war,  for  the  Grand  Seignor.  I  fhould  have  ob« 
ferved,  that  thofe  Mahometans  who  perform  the  pilgrimage  to 
Mecca,  are  ever  after  called  hadgi*s,  or  pilgrims,  and  much  refpeift 
]&  paid  them  by  the  Turks. 

It  may  not  be  improper  in  this  place  to.  iay  a  few  words  relative 
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to  the  Turkilh  fortifications  in  general.  For  the  greater  part,  they 
confift  of  old  turrcted  caftles,  fituated  on  eminences,  and  furroundcd* 
by  high  walls.  Little  or  no  attention  is  paid  to  the  keeping  of  them 
in  repair ;  and,  as  it  is  very  much  to  be  doubted  whether  they  would 
be  of  any  efficacy  in  cafe  of  a  foreign  attack  and  invafion,  they 
ought^  rigoroufly  ipeaking,  to  be  confidered  merely  as  fo  many  cita- 
dels, to  awe  the  inhabitants,  and  to  ferve,  in  cafes  of  inteftine  com- 
roodon,  as  a  fhelter  for  the  weaker  party. 

The  pachas  o£  the  different  provinces,  at  whofe  charge  thefe  works 
ought  to  be  fupported  and  kept  in  repair,  being  quite  uncertain  how 
long  they  may  be  maintained  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  reipeftive 
governments,  make  it  their  fole  ftudy  to  enrich  themfelves  as 
promptly  as  they  can.  •  Indeed,  the  avarice  arid  indolence  by  which 
the  Turks  in  general  are  fo  ftrongly  charadlerized,  and  which  efiec- 
tually  exclude  all  improvement,  prevent  them  from  beftowing  either 
pains  or  expenfe  on  their  fortifications.  >To  thefe  confiderations 
may  be  added  the  fatal ifm  they  profefs.  They  declare  themfelves 
fenfible  of  the  approaching  decay  of  their  empire ;  but  have  at  the 
fame  time  received  an  affurance  from  the  koran,  that  it  is  to  rife 
again  in  greater  iplendor  than  ever.  The  fupine  and  torpid  ilate  in 
which  they  are  thus  immerfed,  can  only  be  equalled  by  the  patience 
and  refignatioii  which,  under  all  misfortunes,  they  derive  from  the 
fame  fource«  In  each  adverfe  trial  they  exprefs  themfelves  by  faying 
— **  it  is  the  will  of  Heaven." 

On  the   fubjeA  of  fortifications,  they  have  an  ancient  proverb 
which  fays,  that  ^^  it  belongs  to  infidels  to  build,  and  to  muiTulmen 
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**  to  take  them."     This,  like  all  other  proverbial  fayings,  had  once 

» 

a  ground  for  its  fupport^  but  by  no  means  applies  to  the  prefent  con* 
dition  of  the  Turkifh  empire,  and  to  its  relative  iituatton  with  the 
neighbouring  chriftian  powers. 

On  the  1 2th,  in  the  morning,  our  artificers  embarked  on  board 
the  traniport ;  and  on  that  day  a  Ruffian  fleet  bound  to  Naples,  with 
troops  on  board,  deflined  to  form  the  body  guard  of  his  Neapolitan 
majefl}%  anchored  in  the  harbour.  On  board  this  fleet  were  two 
Englifhmen,  one  a  furgeon,  the  other  a  lieutenant,  who  had  been 
fome  years  in  the  fervice  of  Ruffia. 

On  the  1 3th,  on  my  return  from  Chiflick  and  Galata,  and  after 
having  paid  a  vifit  to  the  imperial  palace,  I  went  on  board  the  tranf- 
port  to  fee  the  convalefccnts.  Orders  were  given  for  the  detachment 
of  artillery  to  quit  Chiflick  on  the  following  day,  and  to  march  to 
Buyukdere.  In  the  evening  the  ofiicers  of  the  miffion  were  prefent 
at  a  ball  and  fupper  given  at  the  Ruffian  palace,  in  compliment  ta 
the  general  of  that  nation^  who  comhianded  the  troops  deftined  for 
Naples. 

On  the  1 5th  the  detachment  arrived  at  Buyukdere  from  Chiflick  ; 
and  on  the  1 6th  I  rode  to  Belgrade,  and  returned  to  Buyukdere  r 
for  feveral  days  pafl  much  rain  had  fallen.  I  brought  home  with 
me  fbme  of  the  air  of  Belgrade  to  examine.  The  fituation  of  that 
place  is  delightfully  rural,  but  fubjcft  to  intermittent  complaints, 
occafioned  by  the  marfh  miafma,  exhaled  from  a  valley  in  its  vici- 
nity. The  houfe  of  the  Britrfh  minifler  flands  on  a  higher  ground 
than  the  other  buildings,  and  is  confequently  the  mofl  agreeable,  as 
well  as  the  mofl  falubrious  refidence  in  the  village. 
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On  the  17th^  orders  were  received  at  Bujrukdere  to  embark  the 
whole  of  the  detachment  on  the  following  Sunday  for  the  Dardanelles. 

On  the  IQth,  in  the  evening,  we  had  a  ftorm  of  thunder  and 
lightningj  attended  by  occaiional  ihowers. 

On  the  21ft,  in  the  morning,  I  left  Buyukdere  with  the  detach- 
ment, which  was,  without  lofs  of  time,  embarked  on  board  the 
traniport. 

The  wind  being  foul,  fo  as  to  detain  the  traniport  in  the  harbour, 
I  had  iufficient  leifure,  during  the  two  fucceeding  days,  to  vifit  all 
my  friends  and  connexions,  and  to  take  leave. 
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CHAPTER  V. 


SEFARTUBB  PROM  CONSTANTINOPLE— VOYAGE    TO    CHENNECALLT SE»- 

TOS  AND  ABTDOS TOVfiR  OP  LStlNDBR— ABRIVAL   AT    CHBNNBCAI/I.¥ 

JOIN  THE  CAFITAN  FACHA's  FLEET VISIT  OF  THE  OFFICERS  ON  BOARD 

THE  SULTAN- SELIM CHARACTER  •  OF    THE    CAPSTAN  PACK A-^PRBS£NT 

STATE  OF  THE  TURKISH    MARINE DISHONESTY  OF  A  TURKISH  MARINA 

« 

—VISIT  TO^  THE  ANCIENT  "SIG^AN — RECOVERY  OF  SOME  CURIOUS  RE- 
MAINS OF  ANTIQUITY — :BE80fiI$>TI0Er  OF  THE  PLAIN  OP  TROT^  ANIT 
THE  TOMBS  OF  ACHILLES^  PATROCLUS^  AND  AJAX MOUNT  IDA DE- 
SCRIPTION  OF    CHENNECALLY CASTLES  OF  THE  DARDANELLES ABY' 

DOS-— DECAPITATION    OF    A    TURKISH    ADMIRAL — DARDANIA ORDERS 

RECEIVED  TO  RETURN  TO   CONSTANTINOPLE — ARRIVAL  THERE. 

/^N  the  23d,  the  wind  having  become  fair,  we  failed  from  the 
harbour  of  Conflantinople.  In  palling  the  Seraglio- point,  we 
fired  a  royal  falute,  and  came  to  anchor  in  the  evening  off  Sely vrie^ 
a  little  beyond  Buyukcheckmegi,  the  pilot  being  apprehenfive  that 
we  ihould  otherwiie  reach  the  narrows  before  day-light,  and  that 
the  fafety  of  the  veffel  would  thus  be  endangered.  Early  the 
next  morning  we  weighed  anchor,  and  fleered  towards  our  deflina" 
tion.  During  the  three  following  days  we  were  becalmed  between 
the  iilands  of  Marmora  and  Gallipoli.  In  this  interval  a  gunner 
belonging  to  the  detachment  fell  a  vidlim  to  a  dy fenteric  complaint*^ 
On  the  28th  we  anchored  in  the  Dardanelles,  oppofite  Mito,  m 
the  bay  of  Nagara.  We  were  clofe  in  with  the  Aiiatic  ihore,  within 
half  a  mile  of  the  ancient  city  of  Abydos,  and  about  two  miles  dif- 
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tant  from  the  caftles  of  Chennccally,  to  which  we  were  bound.  The 
iiation  we  had  taken  up  was  truly  claffical,  being  very  near  the  fpot 
where  Leander,  if  the  poets  may  be  credited,  fwam  acrofs  the  Hel- 
lefpont  to  Seftos,  to  procure  an  interview  with  his  beloved  Hero. 
On  the  ancient  medals  of  his  native  city  Abydos^  he  is  feen  in  the 
ad  of  fwimming,  and  endeavouring  to  reach  the  tower,  on  which, 
in  commemoration  of  this  event.  Hero  afterwards  placed  a  torch. 
The  veftiges  of  what  is  iaid  to  have  been  the  tower,  which  in  later 
times  was  employed  as  a  light-houfe,  are  to  be  feen  {landing  on  a 
rock  at  the  fea  fide 

About  two  hours  after  we  had  dropped  our  anchor,  the  fhip  drove,, 
and  we  were  in  danger  of  being  carried  over  to  the  oppofite  fhore. 
To  prevent  this  we  were  under  the  neceffity  of  cutting  our  cable^ 
and  of  making  fail.  We  anchored  fbon  after  withinfide  the  Capitaa 
Pacha^s  fleet,  and  about  two  miles  below  the  town  of  Chennecally. 

On  our  coming  to  anchor,  we  faluted  the  Capitan  Pacha  with 
feventeen  guns.  Our  falute  having  been  returned,  he  came  along- 
fide  the  tranfport  in  a  very  beautiful  barge,  manned  by  a  confider- 
able  number  of  rowers,  and  invited  General  Koehler  on  board  his 
fhip.  The  invitation  was  accepted ;  and  in  the  interview  which 
took  place  it  was  fettled,  that  on  the  following  day  all  the  officers 
belonging  to  the  miiiion  fhould  be  prefenled  to  the  Capitan  Pacha. 

In  the  morning  of  the  2Qth,  the  general  and  officers  went  on 
board  the  flag-fhip,  the  Sultan  Selim,  of  one  hundred  and  thirty 
guns.  They  were  there  prefented  to  the  Qtpitan  Pacha,  by  whom 
they  were  received  with  the  utmofl  attention  and  politencfs ;  they 
were  then  entertained  with  pipes,  coffee,  and  a  variety  of  refrefh* 
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mcnts,  and  were  treated,  in  addition  to  the  ufual  ceremony,  with 
tea  a  T  Anglatfcy  out  of  an  elegant  and  fuperb  tea  equipage.  The 
Capitan  Pacha  did  them  the  honour  to  accompany  them  to  every 
part  of  his  Ihip,  which  they  infpe&ed  minutely,  and  ordered  his 
crew  to  go  through  the  exercife  of  the  middle  deck  guns.  This  was 
done  by  the  word  of  command,  and  the  manoeuvres  executed  with 
the  greateft  precifion  and  regularity.  On  his  being  complimented 
on  the  excellent  order  and  good  difcipline  obferved  on  board  his  ihip, 
he  handibmely  declared,  that  all  the  merit  was  due  to  Captain 
Samuel  Hood,  of  the  Saturn,  who  commanded  the  ftation  off  Alex- 
andria, previoufly  to  the  arrival  of  Sir  Sydney  Smith.  On  many 
fiibfequent ,  occaiions  he  has  exprefled  his  obligations  to  that  very 
meritorious  and  intelligent  officer,  for  the  eiTential  improvements 
which,  through  him,  he  has  been  enabled  to  introduce  into  his  fleet. 

Kuchuk  Huflein,  the  prefent  Capitan  Pacha,  or  High  Admiral, 
was  originally  a  Georgian  flave,  and  being  a  great  favourite  of  the 
Sultan,  with  whom  he  fpcnt  his  childilh  years,  was  elevated  to  his 
prefent  office  and  dignity  without  having  fcrved  in  any  fubordinate 
ftadon  in  the  Turkifti  marine,  in  the  amelioration  of  which,  how- 
ever, he  has  difplaycd  great  zeal  and  ability. 

It  may  be  recoUedled,  that  at  the  end  of  the  conteil  between  the 
Ruffians  and  Turks,  the  marine  of  the  latter  was  in  a  very  wretched 
condition.  Kuchuk  Huflein  has  iince  exerted  himfelf,  and  not 
wholly  without  efFedl,  to  place  it  on  a  more  reipedtable  footing. 
Being  divefted  of  the  prejudices  by  which  the  Turks  in  general  are 
fo  powerfully  actuated,  he  has,  in  concert  with  the  Grand  Seignor, 
introduced  every  innovation  which  could  lead  to  improvement^  and 
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profited  by  every  information  he  could  colleft  relative  to  the  more 
advanced  date  of  naval  fcience  in  the  great  maritime  dates  of 
Europe. 

In  Plate  IIL  is  to  be  ieen  a  portrait  of  a  Capitan  Pachai  one  of 
his  predeceflbrs,  habited  in  the  robes  of  ceremony^  in  which  he  ap- 
pears on  all  public  occafions. 

It  is  fomewhat  iingular  that^  notwithftanding  the  Grand  Seignor 
pofleiTes  more  ports  and  havens  than  any  other  European  power^  and 
is  mafter  of  the  Black  Sea>  the  coafb  of  which  fiipply  him  with 
materials  for  the  conftrudlion  of  his  fhips  of  war,  and  although  his 
capital  is  eftabliihed  on  one  of  the  finefl;  harbours  in  the  univerfe, 
ftill  his  navy  has  for  a  feries  of  years  made  but  a  very  infignificant 
figure  in  the  hiftory  of  maritime  nations.  There  was  a  time,  in- 
deed, when  it  vied  with  the  navies  of  Spain,  of  Venice,  and  of  fe- 
veral  other  powers,  then  deemed  of  confiderable  importance  by  fea ; 
but  it  has  not  kept  pace  with  the  progreffive  improvements  other 
countries  have  made.  Under  the  prcfent  Capitan  Pacha  it  is  now 
afiuming  a  much  more  promifing  afpedl.  In  addition  to  the  more* 
advantageous  iyftem  of  naval  tallies  he  is  gradually  introducing, 
fcveral  experienced  fiiip- builders  from  England,  France,  and  Sweden^ 
have  been  invited  to  the  Turkifti  dock-yards,  where  they  have  re- 
cently built  feveral  fine  Ihips  of  the  line,^  together  with  frigates  and 
fmaller  veflTcls.  Thus,  was  there  not  a  probability  that  other  caufes 
may  operate  to  the  decline  of  the  empire,  there  would  be  a  propped 
that  the  Ottoman  navy  might  be  raifed  to  that  refpeAability  to 
which  k  feems  naturally  entitled ;  for  it  ihould  be  recoUeded  that  the 
Grand  Seignor  is  the  fbvereign  of  thoie  nations,  by  whom  the  firft 
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rudiments  of  maritime  knowledge  were  taught,  namely,  the  Pheni- 
cians,  the  Rhodians,  the  Greeks  inhabiting  the  coafis  of  the  Archi- 
pelago, the  Cretans,  &c.  nations  from  their  local  fituation  deilined^ 
it  flioixld  feem,  to  the  fcience  and  pradlice  of  navigation. 

Levanti  is  the  term  which  the  Turks  apply  to  the  feamen  of  their 
own  nation,  as  well  as  to  all  the  foreigners  employed  in  their  marine. 
It  would  appear  that  it  is  a  corruption  of  the  Italian  language,  being 
applied  by  the  Italians  themfelves  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  coafls  of 
Greece,  and  of  the  Archipelago,  whence  the  greater  part  of  thefe 
ieamen  are  procured.  They  are  in  general  a  very  unprincipled  and 
turbulent  fet  of  men,  as  was  more  particularly  manifefted  in  Con- 
flantinople,  and  in  the  fuburbs  of  Pera  and  Galata,  a  few  days  before 
the  failing  of  the  Capitan  Pacha's  fleet. 

To  return  to  my  narrative.  On  the  Sift  the  officers  and  detach- 
ments  landed  for  the  purpofe  of  putting  into  execution  the  different 
plans  which  had  been  laid  before  the  Grand  Seignor,  and  approved 
by  him ;  and  he  had  given  the  neceflary  authority  to  have  them 
carried  into  the  fulleft  cffeft. 

On  the  2d  of  November,  the  Phaeton  frigate.  Captain  Morris, 
arrived  in  the  Dardanelles,  having  on  board  his  Excellency  the  Earl 
of  Elgin,  his  Britannic  Majefty's  ambaflador  to  the  Sublime  Porte, 
with  his  lady  and  fuite.  The  general  and  all  the  officers  of  the 
miffion  immediately  went  on  board  to  pay  their  refpefts  to  his 
Lordihip,  and  compliment  him  on  his  arrival.  The  Phaeton  faluted 
the  Capitan  Pacha  with  nineteen  guns,  which  were  returned  by  an 
equal  number.  His  Excellency,  together  with  Lady  Elgin,  Captain 
Morris,  and  the  principal  perfons  of  the  fuite,  paid  a  vifit  to  the 
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Capttan  Pacha  on  board  the  Sultan  Selim.  They  were  ialuted  on 
their  way  by  both  the  fhips ;  and  accepted  of  the  Capitan  Pacha's 
invitation  to  partake  of  a  Turkifh  fuppen 

On  the  morning  of  the  Sd^  the  Phaeton  frigate,  with  ^the  above- 
mentioned  perfbns  on  board,  &iled  fot  Conftantinople. 

On  the  5th,  a  ierjeant  belonging  to  the  military  artificers,  in  pre- 
paring money  for  the  payment  of  the  detachment,  in  the  preience  ot 
a  well  drefled  galangis,  or  Turkifh  marine,  quitted  the  room  for  a 
moment,  and  left  the  money  lying  on  the  t»ble«  Qn  his  return,  the 
galangis  had  difappeared  with  in  hundred  and  twenty  piaftres.*  This 
circumftance  having  been  made  known,  and  the  perfon  of  the  delin- 
quent defcribed  to  the  Capitan  Pacha,  the  galangis,  from  a  conviAion 
that  the  inquiry  which  the  Pacha  had  inftituted  would  inevitably  lead 
to  his  difcovery,  came  on  the  fecond  evening  after  to  the  general  s 
houie,  and  confefled  the  robbery.  The  general,  with  great  huoianity, 
yielded  to  his  fblicitation,  to  endeavour,  by  a  timely  interference,  to 
fave  his  life,  and  applied  to  the  P^cha  in  his  favour.  Several  days 
elapfed  before  this  affair  was  brought  to  the  conclufion  which  the 
general  wiihed.  During  that  interval,  from  his  antiety  to  prevent 
the  unfortunate  culprit  from  being  ilrangled,  he  had  ezprefled  forhc 
doubts  relative  to  the  identity  of  •  hb  perfon.  In  reply  to  thb,  the 
Pacha  very  handfomely,'and  without  hefitation,  declared  his  full  con<» 
vidion  that  the  galangis  in  queflion  had  taken  the  money,  as  he  was 
certain  that  an  Englifhman  would  not  tell  an  untruth. 

On  the  7th,  at  eight  in  the  morning,  I  accompanied  the  general 
and  officers  to  Koum  Kali,  which  we  reached  between  ten  and  eleven 

*  A  piaftrc  is  equal  to  about  one  ihilling  and  fixpcnce  Engliih. 
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o'clock.  We  there  paid  our  rcfpefts  to  the  Bey,  Adam  Oglu,  gover- 
nor of  the  four  fortrcffesi  and  of  the  diftri6t  of  the  Dardanelles.  He 
gave  us  a  very  civil  reception,  and  fupplied  us  with  horfes  to  proceed 
to  the  village  of  Giawr-keuy,  or  Janizari  Cape,  built  on  the  fite  of 
the  ancient  Sigsum,  and  ftanding  on  an  eminence  which  commands 
the  plain  of  Troy.  The  purport  of  our  journey  thither  was  to  pro* 
cure  a  very  curious  bas-relief,  and  the  celebrated  Sigaean  inicription, 
fcMT  Lord  Elgin,  who  had  feen  them,  and  was  defirous  to  tranfmit 
them  to  England.  To  accomplifh  this>  a  firman  was  procured  from 
the  Capitah  Pacha,  who  alfb  fumiihed  a  chaous  to  be  the  bearer  of  it; 
We  were  not  long  in  coming  at  theie  valuable  antiquities,  which  we 
found  at  the  entrance  of  a  fmall  Greek  chapel.  The  Greeks,  by  whom 
the  village  was  exclufively  inhabited,  were  extremely  averfe  to  their 
being  taken  away.  Their  reludance,  we  were  told,  arole  from  a  fu- 
perflitious  opinion  they  entertained,  that  by  touching  thefe  ilones 
agues  were  cured.  We  were,  however,  more  fortunate  on  this  occa- 
iion  than  the  Count  de  Choileul  GonfiieF  was  ibme  years  before,  in  his 
atten>pt  to  remove  the  marble  containing  the  Sigasan  inscription.  He 
failed,  notwithftanding  the  firmans  of  Hafian  Pacha,  who  had  aided 
him  with  all  his  influence  over  the  Greeks :  but  our  chaous,  with  the 
Capitan  Pacha*s  firman,  effeded  his  purpofe.  The  block  of  marble 
on  which  the  Sigasan  infcription,  fo  frequently  mentioned  by  antl- 
quariahs,  is  cut,  conftituted  originally  the  pillar  of  an  hermetic  column. 
The  words  of  the  infcription  itfelf  are  alternately  written  backwards 
and  forwards,  a  peculiarity  which  denotes  it  to  be  of  the  higheft  anti- 
quity. '  On  the  bas-relief  we  found  five  figures  very  finely  fculptured, 
but  the  heads  of  which,  with  one  exception  only,  were  unfortunately 
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broken  ofF.  As  this  curious  remnant  of  antiquity  has^  as  well  as  the 
Sigaean  infcription,  been  fince  conveyed  to  England^  any  further  de- 
tails relative  to  it  would  be  iupeifluous. 

We  next  viilted  the  tumuli^  or  barrows^  which  tradition  has  de-» 
fcribed  as  the  tombs  of  Achilles  and  Patroclus.  At  fbme  diilance 
from  them  we  faw  another  barrow,  which  is  ftyled  the  tomb  of  Ajax. 

The  plain  of  Troy,  over  which  we  rode,  is  of  very  coniiderable  ex-^ 
tent,  being  about  twelve  miles  in  length,  and  from  five  to  fix  in 
breadth.  It  is  fertile,  and  in  a  good  date  of  cultivation.  A  great 
part  of  the  land  is  laid  out  in  pafturage,  on  which  numerous  herds  of 
cattle  browze.  The  rivers  Scamander  and  Simoeis  run  meandering 
through  the  plain ;  and  near  to  their  confluence  ftands  the  village  of 
Bouma  Baihi,  on. the  fite,  as  is  fuppofed,  of  the  ancient  Ilium.  At 
an  inconfiderable  difbince  from  this  village  are  to  be  ieen  the  vefiiiges 
of  an  ancient  temple  dedicated  to  Apollo.  Several  other  finall  villages 
are  intedperfed.  The  Scamander  being  at  prefent  but  fcantily  fup* 
plied  with  water,  a  part  of  its  bed  afifords  herbage  for  cattle. 

Trom  Giawr-keuy  wx  had  a  fine  and  diftind  view  of  Mount  Ida, 
and  alfo  of  the  tomb  from  whence  Polites,  the  fon  of  Priam,  recon* 
noitred  the  forces  of  the  Greeks.  We  were  under  the  neceflSty  of 
deferring  till  a  more  convenient  opportunity  our  projefled  excurfion 
to  Alexandria  Troas,  or,  as  it  is  now  ftyled  by  the  Turks,  Eica  Stam* 
boul.     We  flcpt  in  a  houfe  which  the  Bey  had  prepared  for  us»* 

♦  For  a  more  minute  ddfcription  of  this  highly  celebrated  fpot,  I  refer  the  reader  to 
the  Remarks  and  Obfcrvations  on  the  Plain  of  Troy,  publiflitd  in  1 800,  by  Captain 
Franklin,  in  the  fervice  of  the  Eaft  India  Company ;  iiv herein  the  author  expreiles  him- 
felf  thoroughly  fatisfied  with  the  corredneft  of  the  poet  Homer  in  his  beautiful  defcrip- 
tion  of  Troy. 

K  2 
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On  the  8th  we  paid  ad  early  viiit  to  Adam  Oglou,  who  accompanied 
us  on  our  return /to  Chennecally^  in  compliance  with  an  imperious 
meflage  he  had  received  from  the  Capitan  Pacha  to  repair  thithen 
On  this  occafion  he  was  extremely  dejeded^  and  aj^eared  to  labour 
under  ftrong  "apprehenfions.  that  his  viiit  to  the  Capitan  Pacha  would 
be  attended  by  very  ferious  donfequences*  Indad  he  did  not  fcmplc 
to  confefs  as  much  to  General  Koehler,  whom  he  fblicited  to  interfere 
in  his  behalf.  In  this  the  general  was  fuccefiful^  but  not  before  the 
Bey  had  been  exceedingly  alarmed  at  the  appearances  which  manifefled 
themielves  againft  him.  He  had  previoufly  declared  to  fevefal  of  our 
gentlenu^i  that  he  had  conilantly  at  his  command  ten  thoufand  fight<« 
ing  men,  and  that  in  the  fpace  of  three  days  he  could  aflemble  an 
army  of  forty  thoufand.  With  fb  confiderable  a  force  in  his  hands, 
fuch  is  the  fyftem  purfued  in  Turkey,  and  fuch  the  coniequences  to 
be  apprehended  from  a  menacing  meflage  received  from  a  minifter  or 
other  perfbn  high  in  authority,  that  Adam  Oglou  found  himielf  placed 
in  a  very  precarious  and  hazardous  iituation^ 

In  the  afternoon  I  made  an  excuriion  of  feveral  miles  into  the.  in* 
tenor  of  the  country.  Chennecally  is  iituated  on  the  Aiiatic  fide  of 
the  Dardanelles,  in  a  flat  territory,  which  extends  for  feveral  miles,  and 
is  terminated  by  a  lof^  chain  of  mountains  reaching  from  Mount  Ida. 
On  the  eaft  and  fouth-weft  fides  the  town  is  fiirroimded  by  marihy 
grounds,  which,  being  contiguous  to  it,  mufi:  imqueftionably  fiibjed 
the  inhabitants  to  intermittents.  On  the  eailem  fide  there  is  a  very 
fine  grove  of  fycamore  trees.  About  eighteen  months  before  the  date 
of  this  part  of  the  narrative,  the  plague  extended  itfelf  to  Chenne* 
jpally,  and  carried  off  daily  from  thirty  to  forty  of  the  inhabitants. 
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It  i&  faid  that  the  Dardanelles  .are  never  infeiled  by  that  difeafe^  unlefs 
when  it  rages  with  great  .and  uncommon  violence  at  Conilantinople. 
A  ftill  more  iingular  fadt  has  alio  been  ftated,  namely,  that  ia  the 
town  ef  Mitoy  x)n  the  JEoiropean  fide,  and  oppoiite  to  Abydos,  the 
inhabitants  are  not  ;fuiceptible  of  the  plague ;  and  that  the  infedod 
perfons;  who  haw  .occafionally  been  brought  thither  by  ilealth,  have 
ail  recovered*  • 

The  water  in  Chennecaily  being  brackiihy  and  of  a  tafte  di&gree*^ 
aUe  to  the  palate,  die  inhabitants  are  under,  the  neceffity  of  obtain* 
ing  dveif  fiipplies  from'  the  •  iteighboliring  fountains*  '  The  iiirrounding 
plain  is  in  a  tolerable  ftate  of  culture,  and  abounds  in  vineyards,  in< 
addition  to  which  there  is  ibme  produce  of  cotton,  hempi  and  difierent 
kinda  of  graml  -Camels  and^bufiklote  areempiojml'for  i^ricultural 
md  other  purpoies.  The  towa  is  filthy  in  the  extreme,  the.  fbreets 
very  narrow,  and  the  houfes,  which'  indeed  reiemble  almoft  all  tho& 
that  are  to  be  met  with  in  the  Turkifli  towns  and  villages>  wretchedly 
bad*- 

Game  is  in  great  plenty  «t  Chennecally,  •as  are  alio  turkeys,  geefe, 
ducks,  and  fowls.  The  mutton  is  of  a  good  quality ;  and  there  is  a^ 
Gonftant  iupply  of  excellent  vegetables,  as  well  as  of  fruits^  of  every, 
kind^.when  in  fcdi&mJ  We  had  not  as  yet  been  able  to  afcertaiu: 
whedbcr  there  was  any  public  market  for  filb*  The  wine  made  at 
Chennecally  is^  pfeaiant  and  cheap. 

At  this  place  there  is  a  manufadory  of  earthen  ware,  and  another 
for  the  preparation  of  the  fkins  which,  are  converted  into  the  red, 
yellow,  and  black  Turkey  leather,  held  in  fuch  univerfal  eftimation. 
Near  this  place  the  Capitan  Pacha  brings  his  fleet  to  anchor  once  a 


70  TRAVELS  IN  ASIATIC  TURKEY, 

year,  to  colled,  for  the  Turkiih  govemment,  the  annual  tribute  from : 
the  adjacent  diftrids.     He  was  ezpe&ed  to  iail  for.Coailantinople  in 
the  courfe  of  a  few  days. 

The  Dardanelles  are  principally  defended  by  four  cafUes,  on- which 
are  mounted  a  confiderable  number  o(  guns,  many  ofthem.jof  an  un- . 
commonly  large  caliber,  having,  in  fome  inftances,  a  diamdter,  of  not 
lefi  than  thirty  inches.  In  one  of  thefe  guns  a  Turk  was;  iccn  by  our 
party,  ieated,  and  in  the  ad  of  eating  his  meal.  One  of  .the  cafUes 
is  iituated  at  Chennecally,  and  another  on  the  oppoiite  fid^.  of  this, 
ftraits  at  Kelletbahar.  The  other  two  are  at  the  entrance  of  the  Dar- 
danelles, one  at  Settelbahar,  on  the  European  iide,  and  the  other  at 
Koum  Kali,  on  the  Aiiatic  iide. 

At  the  time  when  Lieutenant-colonel  HoUoway >and  Major  Hope 
were  engaged  in  the  furvey  of  the  caiUes  and  coaft,  a  pradice  was 
made  by  the  Turks  from  the  great  guns  at  Chennecally  for  the  pur* 
pofe  of  convincing  the  EngUih  officers  that  their  .large  marble  and 
granite  balls,  difcharged  a  ricochet,*  would  reach  quite  acrois  the  Dar* 
daneUes.  They  indeed  fumifhed  a  melancholy  proof  of  this ;  a  family 
of  three  individuals,  fitting  in  a  field  on  the  oppoiite  iide,  having  been 
killed  by  one  of  the  ihots. 

On  the  0th,  in  the  morning,  the  officers  and  men  belonging  to  the 
Britiih  military  miifion  aiTembled  on  the  efplanade,  to  receive  the 

*  In  firing  a  ricochet ^  the.  piece  is  no  more  than  half  charged,  infomuch  that  it  car- 
ries the  ball  to  a  certain  diftance  only.  In  its  fall,  the  latter  fkips,  rolls,  and  makes 
rehouods  (ricochets)^  as  is  the  aife  vith  pebbles  thrown  in  a  horizontal  dire^on  on  the 
furface  of  the  water,  in  skimming  which  they  produce  what  by  boys  are  called  ducks 
and  drakes.  This  pra£lice  is  employed  to  fweep  and  clear  a  covered  way,  a  rampart^ 
fcc  and  its  invention  is.afcribed  to  the  celebrated  Vauban. 
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Capitan  Pacha,  M^ho  caine  thither  in  ftate  to  inipeA  the  nature  and 
fituation  of  the  propofed  additional  works,  which  had  been  traced  out 
for  that  purpofe.  He  was  faliited  by  the  men  of  war  and  caflles>  his 
Kia  Bcj,  with  a  numerous  retinue,  attending  on  the  beach. 

The  infpedion  having  been  gone  through,  and  the  necefTary  ex^ 
planations  made  to  him«  the  Pacha  paid  many  compliments  to  the 
general  and  officers,  and  ezprefled  his  full  and  entire  approbation  of 
all  that  was  propofed  to  be  doncr  The  works  were  accordingly  com^ 
menced  without  lofs  of  timc^ 

On  the  I  ith,  much  rain,  accompanied  with  thunder  and  lightning, 
having  fallen  the  preceding  evening,  and  the  ftorm  having  continued 
during  the  whole  of  the  night,  we  experienced  a  very  great  and  fud- 
den  change  of  weather.  The  wind  had  Ihiftcd  to  the  north- eaft; 
and  as  wc  were  without  fires,  we  found  the  cold,  which  had  come 
upon  us  thus  unexpcftedly,  very  unpleafant.  In  riding  out  this  day, 
I  examined  the  fpot  on  which  the  ancient  Abydos  is  faid  to  have  been 
fitxiated,  and  found  upon  it  fcattered  fragments  of  old  bricks,  flones,^ 
&c.  which  furniih  an  evident  proof  that  it  was  the  fite  of  fbme  an- 
cient town.  Near  to  this  ipot  a  late  Capitan  Pacha  ereded  a  kiofque 
ornamented  by  a  fine  fountain,  and  alio  a  mofque.  The  kiofque  being 
iituated  at  the  head  of  a  bay,  which,  during  the  winter  months,  ferves 
for  the  anchorage  of  the  Turkifh  fhips  of  war,  is  a  favourite  refidcnce 
of  the  prefent  Capitan  Pacha.' 

On  the  morning  of  the  12th  I  rode  to  a  Turkifli  village,  diilant 
from  ChennecaiUy  about  three  miles.  It  was  of  the  fame  defcription 
with  the  villages  Ihavc  already  noticed.  The  late  heavy  falls  of  rain 
had  let  the  country  people  to.  work :  while  fome  of  them  were  btificd 
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in  pruning  their  yine$,  others  were  employed  in  the  fields  in  ploughing 
and  in  fowing  their  barley. 

On  the  1 5th  the  Capitan  Pacha,  who  had  moved  his  fleet  to  the 
bay  of  Nagara,  near  Abydos,  promoted  one  of  his  captains  to  the  rank 
of  rear-admiral.  We  were  given  to  imderfland  that  this  promotion 
took  place  in  confequence  of  a  Turkifh  admiral  having  been  decapi* 
tated  for  negle^  of  duty^  in  fufFering  Bonaparte  to  make  his  eicape 
by  iea  from  Egypt.  The  newly  created  admiral  was  faluted  on  the 
occafion  by  the  ihips  of  the  Turki(h  fquadron.  .  it 

On  the  1 8th  I  received  a  vifit  fixim  Dr.  Khazi,  phyiiciaa  to  the 
Capitan  Pacha,  with  whom  I  had  made  an  acquaintance  the  preced- 
ing evening  at  the  houfe  of  the  RufHan  conful.  On  the  following 
day,  after  having  accompanied  him  to  the  geherars  houfe,  we  viiited  . 
together  two  of  the  Turkifh  captains  who  were  indi^ied.  A  con- 
firmation of  the  news  of  .Bonaparte's  eicape  from  Egypt  reached  Chen^ 
necally  this  day. 

On  the  24th  I  walked  to  the  fite  of  the  ancient  Abydos,  which  I 
had  more  leifure  to  iniped  than  on  my  firfl:  viiit.  In  addition  to  the 
abundance  of  fragments  of  bricks,  and  heaps  of  ftones  and  rubbiih, 
which  were  fcattered  over  the  entire  furface  of  the  ground,  I  noticed 
a  fmall  portion  of  a  wall  of  a  tower  of  coniiderable  thickne/s,  the  only 
veftige  of  a  ruin  ftill  (landing. 

For  feveral  preceding  days  the  weather  had  been  coM,  rainy,  and 
tempeiluous,  the  thermometer  ranging  from  42  to  45  degrees.  It 
cleared  up  on  the  25th,  when  I.  had  a  pleafant  morning's  ride  to  the 
fpot  where  the  ancient  Dardania  ftood.  On  the  ground  I  found  frag- 
ments of  bricks  profufely  fcattered*     Thefe;  together  with  the  ftones 
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and  rabbiffa  with  which  thej  were  blended,  were  irtefiragable  proofs  of 
the  remote  exlftence  of  buildings  on  the  fpot,  near  to  which  I  obferved 
the  veftiges  of  an  ancient  fort; 

On  the  2Cth  I  made  an  excuriion  to  the  mountains,  whence  I  had 
the  fatisfaAion  of  furveying  one  of  the  moft  beautiful  profpeds  ima- 
gination can  paint.  In  my  rear  was  Mount  Ida ;  and  in  front  the 
Dardanelles,  together  with  Imbros^  Samothrace,  and  the  Saronic  gulf. 
Tenedos,  Lemnos^  and  the  .£gean  Sea>  were  to  the  left ;  and  to  the 
right  Gallipoli,  Marmora,  and  other  diftant  obje^s.  The  fun  (hining 
very  bright,  the  tops  of  Mount  Ida,  and  of  the  Samothracian  hil)s>' 
glittered  with  accumulated  mafles  of  fhow. 

The  Capitan  Pacha  having  this  day  given  an  order  that  feveral  un* 
ierviceable  guns  ihould  be  broken  in  pieces,  the  Topgis  Bafhi,  or 
commandant  of  Turiciih  artillery,  took  the  following  method  to  carry 
it  into  execution.  A  large  pile  of  wood  having  been  laid  on  the  guns, 
was  fet  fire  to  in  the  evening,  and  kept  buriiing  until  early  the  next 
morning,  when  an  account  was  brought  that  a  Turkifh  gunner  had 
been  killed,  and  the  Capitan  Pacha's  chief  gunndr  wounded,  by  the 
burfting  of  one  of  the  guns  in  the  fire.  In  accounting  for  this  acci- 
dent, various  opinions  were  entertained.  It  was  afcribed  by  fbme  to 
the  circumftance  of  a  quantity  of  cold  water  having  been  thrown  on 
the  heated  metal  by  the  Turks  employed  in  the  operation ;  but  it 
appeared  to  us  ftill  more  probable  that,  having  negledcd  to  withdraw 
the  charge,  an  explofion  took  place  on  the  gun  being  heated.  Several 
of  the  fragments  were  throw  n  to  a  confiderable  diftance.  The  poor 
Topgis  Baflii  was  fo  much  alarmed  by  the  difaftrous  event  which 
had  occurred,  that  he  immediately  betook  himfclf  to  flight,  as  did 
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alfb  his  brother^  from  an  apprehenfion  of  the  confeqiiences  of  the 
Capitan  Pacha's  difpleafure. 

On  the  30th  the  Phaeton  frigate  arrived  from  Conflantinople  with 
letters  which  occaiioned  the  removal  of  the  miflion  to  that  place^  as 
a  ftep  preparatory  to  its  being  employed  on  fome  important  (ervice. 
Orders  were  in  confequence  iiTued  by  the  general  that  the  officers  and 
detachment  fhould  hold  themielvcs  in  readineis  to  embark  the  follow- 
ing morning  on  board  the  tranfport.  The  wind  being^  northerly, 
however,  there  was  a  proTped  of  our  being  detained  at  Chennecally 
for  fbme  days. 

On  the  ift  of  December  I  embarked  on  board  the  tranfport  with 
my  baggage ;  and  on  the  following  day  the  officers  and  detachment 
embarked.  The  general  was  to  proceed  to  Conftantinople  in  a  Turkifh 
boat.  In  the  ^norning  I  went  over  to  Mi  to,  on  the  European  fidc^ 
and  purchaied  a  caik  of  wine  at  fix  paras  the  oke,  fomewhat  lefs  than 
three  pence  Engliih  per  bottle.  In  the  afternoon  we  failed  for  Con- 
ftantinople, with  a  fair  and  fteady  breeze,  and  paiTed  Gallipoli  .late  in 
the  evening.  On  the  8d  we  entered  the  Sea  of  Marmora  with  a  frclh 
gale;  and  on  the  4th  at  noon,  the  tranfport  anchored  in  Conftan^ 
tinople  harbour.  On  our  landing  we  found  that  the  general  was  not 
yet  arrived,  which  happened  two  or  three  days  afterwards.  The  of- 
ficers paid  a  vifit  to  Lord  Elgin,  by  whom  we  were  invited  to  dine  on 
the  following  day. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

XECBPTION    AT   CONSTANTINOPLE CASTLE    OP   THE    SEVEN    TOWERS— PA- 
LACE OF  BELISARIUS APPREHENSION    OF    THE   PLAGUE EXECUTION  OP 

SEVERAL    TURKS    FOR    ROBBERIES THE   HANS^     OR    RESIDENCE    OF    THE 

TURKISH  MERCHANTS — SUDDEN  CHANGES  OF  WEATHER  AT  CONSTANTI- 
NOPLE  ^FALL  OF  SNOW PANORAMA  OF  CONSTANTINOPLE FATAL  EF- 
FECTS FROM  BURNING  CHARCOAL — SEVEN  LADIES  OF  THE  GRAND  VIZIER 

SUFFOCATED USE    OF  THE  BATH  IN  TURKEY ^TRAVELLING  IN  TURKEY 

— SINGULAR  RELIGIOUS    CEREMONY DIFFERENT   SECTS    OF  DERVISES-— 

INTERCEPTED  DISPATCHES    FROM  THE  FRENCH  ARMY THE  RAMAZAN 

SPLENDID    ILLUMINATIONS — GREEK   MARRIAGE CEREMONIES  ON  BOARD 

A  RUSSIAN  SHIP  OF  WAR — FEAST    OF   BIRAM THE  CHIEF  OF  THE  WHITE 

EUNUCHS — SHOCK    OF    AN    EARTHQUAKE VIOLENT     CHANGES     IN    THE 

TEMPERATURE SINGULAR  PUNISHMENT  INFLICTED  ON  A  TURK  FOR  AS- 
SAULTING AN  ENGLISHMAN FORMIDABLE  HORDES  OF  BANDITTI  IN  THE 

VICINITY  OF   THE    METROPOLIS SINGULAR    MODE    OP    COMMUNICATING 

THE  PLAGUE  TO  A  FRENCH  OFFICER LAUNCH  OP  A  TURKISH  SEVENTY- 
FOUR LEANDER^S  TOWER TOWN  OF  SCUTARI— CELEBRATION  OF  EASTER 

AMONG  THE  GREEKS — DARING  ROBBERY  IN  THE  OPEN  STREET-^SBVERB 

EXECUTION  OP  JANISSARIES    AND  SEAMEN CAPITAN  PACHA  SAILS  FROM 

CONSTANTINOPLE — BEAUTIFUL    APPEARANCE    OF   THE  ASIATIC    SHORE 

FEAST  OP  THE  BIRAM    COURBAN PRAYERS  ON  BOARD  THE  TURKISH    AD- 

MIBAL*S  SHIP DESCRIPTION  OP  THE  MOSaUES  AT  CONSTANTINOPLE- 
EXECUTION  OF  THE  PACHA  OF  NICOMEDIA FETE  GIVEN  BY  LOBD  ELGIN 

ON  HIS  majesty's  BIRTH-DAY PREPARATIONS  FOR    THE   DEPARTURE  OF 

THE  MISSION  TO  JOIN    THE    GRAND   VIZIER*S  ARMY ANECDOTE  OP   THE 

GRAND    VIZIER. 

/^N  the  7th  of  December  I  went  over  to  Scutari,  where  I  was 
prefent  at  the  burial  of  two  perfons  who  were  faid  to  have  fallen 
vidims  to  the  plague.     To  denote  the  caufe  of  their  death,  the  bodies 
were  covered  by  a  red  cloth. 

L  2 
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On  the  12  th  a  grand  diplomatic  dinner^  at  which  fixty-two  perfbns 
were  prcfent,  was  given  by  Lord  Elgin.  All  the  officers  belonging  to 
the  miilion  partook  of  this  fplendid  fete.  In  the  morning  I  inoculated 
Mailer  Sydney  Smith,  who  had  been  under  preparation  for  fome  days. 

On  the  morning  of  the  14th  I  made  a  tour  through  the  city  of 
Conftantinople,  in  company  with  Mr.  Thornton,  the  En^iflx  mier- 
chant,  who,  upon  a  variety  of  occafions,  had  manifefted  much  friendly 
attention  to  his  countrymen.  The  weather  was  remarkably  fine,  but 
at  the  fame  time  cold,  it  having  frozen  during  the  night.  We  took 
boat  at  Galata,  and  landed  within  a  fmall  diftance  of  the  ancient 
caille  denominated  by  Europeans  the  Seven  Towers,  and  by  the  Turks 
Yeddiiuli  Four  only  of  the  towers,  ereded  in  the  ancient  wall,  are 
left  flanding,  the  others  having  been  thrown  down  by  the  great  earth- 
quake of  17O8.*  From  this  place  we  prolecuted  our  walk  without 
the  walls  of  the  city,  and  vifited  a  Greek  church,  and  alfo  a  Turkifli 
cemetery,  whence  we  had  a  fine  view  of  the  caftle  of  the  feven  towers, 
and  of  the  fea.  In  the  courfe  of  our  perambulation  we  law  the  ruins^ 
of  the  palace  of  Bclifarius,  below  which  we  at  length  took  boat,  and 
arrived  at  Galata  in  the  aftemoon.f 

On  the  15th  I  dined  with  the  Daniih  charge  d'affittres.  Baron 
Hubfch,  and  in  the  evening  paid  a  vifit  to  the  internuncio,  who  had 
a  public  night.  Much  rain  having  fallen  for  feveral  days  fucceffively, 
and  the  temperature  of  the  air  being  precifcly  fuch  as  to  favour  the 

*  Within  tbefe  towers  (late  and  other  prifoners  are  confined.  The  refident  French 
minifter,  charge  d'affiiires,  at  Conftantinople,  with  feveral  other  perfbns  of  the  fame 
nation,  were  fent  hither  when  the  war  broke  out  between  France  and  IWkey,  and 
thefe  peopk  were  liberated  from  their  confinement  -vrhcn  the  late  peace  was  iigned* 

f  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  the  circumference  of  the  city  of  Conftantinople  does 
not  exceed  fourteen  or  fixteen  miles,  independently  of  the  fuburbs,  which  appear  nearly 
as  large  as  the  city  itfelf. 
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prodndion  o£  the  plague^  I  felt.inucb  uneafinefs  Us(t  that  terrible 
fcoiuge  flioidd  boQOD3c  prevalent  in  Conftantinople  before  our  depar« 
ture.  My  apprebenfions  vmtc  encreaied  on  the  17th»  by  an  incident 
which  happened  to  myfelf.  I  had  fent  my  boots  to  be  repaired  to  » 
fiioemaker,  at  wkofe  houfe  I  aFterwarda  found  the  plague  had  broken 
out;  in  ooaiequence  of  this  event  niy  boots  were  detsuned ;  apud  I 
leeurned  on  inquiry  that  the  infeded  perfbn  had  been  conveyed  to  the 
peft«houie» 

.  Sevecal  TurJcs  who^  had  reoently  committed  robberies  were  appre- 
hended on  the  1 8th  ^  and  executed  in  a  fummary  way.  They  were 
hung  to  dbor-pofts,  on  which  the  bodies  wrere  to  remain  fuipended 
during  throe  days  as  a  public  example. 

On  the  1  gth  I  rode  through  CbnAantinople  to  the  Adrianople  gate. 
I  dined  afterwards  at  the  German  palace^  and  went  thence  to  the 
Englifh  palace^  where  Lord  Elgin  had  a  public  night. 

On  the  21ft,  in  an  e^curfioa  through  Conilantinople,  I  infpeded 
the  hans;  or,  as  their  name  implies,  public  buildings,  fet  afide  for  the 
Turkifli  merchants,  who  have  fmall  apartments  for  their  refidencc,^ 
and  for  the  lodging  and  fale  of  their  goods.  At  the  bottom  is  a  large 
open  {quare,  and  above  a  colonnade  or  gallery,  which  invefb  the  whole 
of  the  building*  This  gallery  conduAs  to  the  apartments  of  the  mer^ 
chants,  which  are  neat  and  commodious.  In  Conftantinople  the  bans 
differ  eflentially  from  tho&  which  are  met  with  in  travelling  through 
the  different  parts  of  Turkey,  the  latter  being  in  every  re^ed  inferior. 
Thoie  of  the  capital  are  in  general  fpacious  ftraftures,.  which  the  muf- 
nificence  of  the  fultans  and  Turkifli  grandees  have  fupplied,  for  the 
advantage  of  commerce^  and  for  public  benefit.  Being  confiruded  of 
flone,  they  are  proof  againft  fire ;  and  in  feveral  of  them  there  arc 
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three  ftages  of  apartments,  in  which  the  merchants  who  refbrt  to  the 
capital  from  every  part  of  the  Turkiih  empire,  ane,  as  well  as  the 
commodities,  they  have  brought  thither  by  the  caravans,  conveniently 
accommo4ated. 

On  the  25  th,  being  Chriftmas  day,  all  the  officers  belonging  to  the 
n>iffion  <lined  with  the  general.  The  following  day  was  warm,  and 
remarkably  fine,  iimilar  to  the  weather  in  England  in  the  months  of 
May  and  June;  but  on  the  2;th,  the  chilling  rains  again  fet  in. 
Thefc  fiidden  traiiiitions  are  very  frequent  in"  Turkey,  and  certainly 
have  a  ftrong  tendency  to  the  produdion  of  difeafe.  The  rains  con- 
tinned  to  fall  at  intervals  for  feveral  fiicceeding  days,  and  the  air  be* 
came  cold  and  raw,  the  thermometer  having  fallen  from  54  to  40 
degrees,  at  which  it  flood  on  the  Sift.  It  was  moft  probably  owing 
to  this  very  unfettled  ftate  of  the  atmofphere  that,  on  the  day  of  the 
new  year,  I  was  ieized  with  rigors,  accompanied  by  iymptoms  of  fever, 
which  confined  me  for  ibme  time  to  my  bed.  In  the  interim,  as  the 
cold  became  more  intenie,  the  weather  became  more  fettled :  duriiig 
three  days  there  was  a  conftant  fall  of  fnow,  and  the  thermometer 
flood  at  l6. 

On  the  4th  of  January,  1 800,  the  Young  James,  an  Englifli  mer- 
chantman, arrived  in  the  harbour  of  Conftantinople ':  ihe  had  on  board 
Mr.  Barker,  junior,  the  draughtfman,  the  objeS  of  whofe  voyage  was 
to  make  drawings  of  the  moft  intefefting  and  ftriking  views  of  Con- 
fi:antinbple  for  his  panorama.'  I  muft  add,  in  jufticc  to  Mr.  Barker, 
that  he  has  been  extremely  fmroefsful  in  his  two  views  of  that  place, 
than  which  nothing  can  be  more  dorre^t. 

Nothing  material  occurred  until  the  8th,  when,  finding  myfelf 
tolerably  recovered  from  my  late  indifpofition,  I  dined  with.  Lord 


I 

i 

/ 


SYRIA,  AND  EGYPT.  79 

Elgin^  and  returned  to  Galata  in  the  evening,  in  the  midft  of  a  heavy 
fall  of  rain.  Owing  to  the  unufual  fevcrity  of  the  weather^  and  the 
want  of  fire-places,  the  pradice  of  burning  charcoal  in  the  apartments 
to  heat  thera  had  become  very  frequent  both  among  the  inhabitants 
and  ftrangers,  and  was  indeed  in  a  manner  indrfpenfable.  For  this 
purpofe  the  charcoal  was  put  into  earthen  pans^  callqd  monguls,  from 
wbciice  it  exhaled  its  m^^phitic  vapours,  and  muft  have  been  produc- 
tive of  much  miichief  in  clofe  and  confined  apartmient^,  if  we  could 
judge  from  the  effefts  it  produced  on  us,  who  took  every:  precaution 
to  renew  the  air.  The  mofl:  fenfible  of  thefe  effeds  were  headachy 
vertigo,  naufca,  and  a  violent  throbbing  pain  in  the  temples.  Wq 
found  that  fatal  confcquence&  had  already  rcfultcd  from  this  praAicc 
in  the  courfc  of  the  prefent  feafon,  feveral  perfons,  in  whofe  rooms 
charcoal  had  been  bufned  during  the  night,  having  been  found  dead 
the  next  morning.  Among  thefe  we  were  told  of  feven  ladies  be- 
longing to  the  Grand  Vizier,  wlio  had  been  found  dead  in  their  apart- 
ments a  few  mornings  before,  and  whofe  death  was  to  be  afcribed  to 
no  other  caufe*  Added  to  its  ufual  noxious  qualities,  the  char<roal 
made  in  Tusrkey  isextremely  bad,  and  by  na  means  fufficiently  charred^ 
The  natural  fmall-pox  had  lately  been  very  prevalent  in  Confian- 
tinople,  and  was  cxtrenjely  fatal  in  its  efFeds.  The  great  mortality 
it  occafioned  was  in  fome  meafijre  to  be  afcribed  to  the  mode  of 
treatment,  and  the  nicthods  employed.  The  heat  of  the  apartments 
in  which  the  fick  were  confined,  and  in  which  charcoal  and  other 
inflammatory  fubftances  were  burned,  was  equal  to  that  of  a  hot- 
houfe;  and  being  extremely  oppreflive  to  perfons  in  health,  could 
not  fail  to  have  a  finiflcr  tendency  in  cafes  of  eruptive  fever,  which. 
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required  indeed  a  treatment  altogether  different  from  that  which  was 
purfucd.* 

It  was  reported,  on  the  loth,  that  feveral  perfons  had  died  of  the 
plague  in  the  quarter  in  -which  we  refided.  The  weather  was  0:ill 
cold,  rainy,  and  unplea&nt. 

On  the  13th,  in  the  evening,  a  party  wag  made  to  the  bath.  From 
the  following  account  of  the  procefles  and  operations  to  which  we 
were  fubjeded,  it  will  be  fccn  that  the  employment  of  the  baths  in 
Turkey  differs  very  eflcntially  from  our  ideas  of  bathing.  It  is  a  luxury 
which  contributes  at  once  to  the  health  and  enjoyment  of  the  natives 
of  the  eaft,  who  may,  perhaps,  the  women  efpecially,  be  accufed  in 
fbme  inftances  of  employing  it  to  excels,  fb  as  to  induce  a  general 
debility  of  the  lyftem. 

We  undrefled  in  an  outer  apartment,  or  veftibule,  of  a  iquare  form, 
and  very  fpacious  and  lofty,  in  the  centre  of  which  was  a  fountain, 
round  which  wooden  platforms  were  raifed,  and  on  tbefe  mattrefles 
and  pillows  laid  for  the  convenience  of  the  peribns  coming  out  of  the 
bath.  In  this  outer  apartment  the  thermometer  flood  at  50;  and 
my  pulic  beat  fixty  ftrokes  in  a  minute.  I  had  at  the  time  a  fligh# 
headach.  Inflantly  on  my  entering  the  inner  apartment,  ihy  body 
was  covered  by  a  fufFufion  of  moiflure.     In  the  centre  was  a  large 

*  The  Earl  of  Elgin  having  happily  introduced  into  pra£dce  the  inoculation  of  cow- 
pox  at  Conftantinople,  the  mortality  from  variolous  difeafe  will  m  fiituce^  I  tmft,  be 
considerably  IcfTened*  'V 

His  Lordship  began  with  the  inoculation  of  his  own  child :  the  difeafe,  on  its  produc- 
tion, was  fo  extremely  mild,  that  feveral  Chriftian  families  fpeedily  fbUowed  his  Lord- 
fliip's  laudable  example.  This  fuccefs  induced  th^  Turks  to  leflen  their^  prejudiced  \  and 
feveral  inftances  occurred,  before  I  quitted  Turkey,  in  which  they  had  fu|>mitted  to  the 
vaccine  inoculation  upon  their  children  with  the  ufual  happy  confequences. 
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marble  Hab,  raifed  about  a  foot  from  the  ground,  on  which  a  coloured 
napkin  was  fpread,  and  another  rolled  up  in  the  form  of  a  pillow. 
My  companions  and  myfelf  being  now  equipped,  each  of  vs  with  a 
napkin  round  his  middle,  were  laid  down,  and  our  joints  kneaded 
and  prefled  by  the  attendants,  one  of  whom  direded  hb  attention 
to  each  of  the  party.     During  this  operation  we  perfpired  very  €0«- 
pioufly,  at  the  fame  time  that  the  heat  was  by  no  means  difagree- 
able.     We  remained  in  this  apartment  twenty  minutes,  the  ther- 
mometer {landing  at  1 17,  and  my  pulfe  having  rifen  to  120.     My 
headach  was  entirely  fubdued.     We  had  now  a  fecond  procefs  to 
undergo,  and  were  for  that  purpoie  conduced  into  another  apart- 
ment, likewife  heated  by  concealed  ftoves,  the  ftone  pavement  of 
which  was  fo  hot  as  to  be  very  unpleaiant  to  the  feet,  which  were, 
however,  in  ibme  meafure  defended  by  a  kind  of  wooden  pattens 
with  which  we  were  provided.     We  were  there  rubbed  over  with 
a  glove,  or  ftrigil,  made  of  cloth  manufa<5tured  from  camels*  hair, 
the  friaion  from  which  was  (u  from  difagreeable.     In  the  courfe  of 
this  operation,  large  portions  of  the  cuticle  fell  off.     We  were  now 
carefully  waftied  with  warm  water,  and  the  abluticHis  and  fridions 
continued  alternately  for  the  fpace  of  feveral  minutes.     The  third 
and  laft  procefs  confiftcd  in  our  being  well  lathered  with  fbap  from 
bead  to  foot  by  the  means  of  a  linen  mop.     The  fuds  having  been 
waihed  off,  we  were  nicely  enfolded  with  clean  linen,  and  conduced 
to  the  outer  apartment,  where  we  had  undrdTed  ourfclvcs.     Pre- 
vioufly  to  our  quitting  the  heated  room,  I  examined  the  thermo- 
meter,  which  ftood  at  104.     The  heat  of  the  water  employed  in 
the  aUutions  was  114  degrees,  and  my  pulfc  rofe  to  128,  being  at 
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the  fame  time  full  and  firm.  We  now  lay  down  on  the  raifed  plat- 
forms I  have  before  defcribed,  and  on  which  clcaii  linen  was  fpread 
for  w^  We  were  next  prefentcd  with  coffee  and  pipes  of  tobacco  j 
and,  finally,  our  bodies  were  kneaded  and  preflcd,  with  a  view  to  the 
^bfbrption  of  the  pcrfpirahle  matter,  which  oontinued  to  flow  from  ua 
v^ry  copioufly  for  a  confiderablc  time  after  we  had  quitted  the  bath. 
It  was  no  longer  fcnfiblc  at  the  expiration  of  two  hours,  when  wc 
beg^n  to  drefs :  I  experienced,  however,  at  that  time  fo  gveat  a  de- 
gree of  thiril:^  that  I  was '  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  a  draught  of 
waten  My  pulfc>  which  was  fiill  firm  and  fuU^  fubfided  to  80 ;  and 
my  headach  returned,  with  a  throbbing  pain  of  the  temples.  In 
ireturaing  home,  we  took  the  precaution  to  be  well  covered.  We 
paid  two  piaftitas  and  a  half  each  at  the  bath. 

In  Conftantinople  the  nupiber  of  public  baths  is  very  confiderablc* 
Several  of  them,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  indigent,  have  been 
fucceffivcly  founded  by  the  munificence  of  the  Sultans.  The  private 
baths  are  equally  numerous,  there  being  fcarcely  a  houfo  of  any  re- 
fpe^ability  unprovided  with  one  of  them,  in  which  every  conve- 
nience is  to  be  found.  This  will  not  appear  extraordinary  when  it 
is  confidered  that  the  pradice  of  bathing,  independently  of  its  being 
a  luxury  fo  well  adapted  to  the  climate  of  Turkey,  is,  among  the 
Mahometan  inilitutions,  the  one  to  which,  from  mo^ves  of  cleanli- 
&eis,  the  moft  Arid  obfervance  is  paid. 

On  the  1  Sth  I  went  on  board  the  Toung  James,  the  Engli(h  mer* 
chantman  lately  arrived,  to  vifit  a  foaman  who  was  dangerouily  ill. 
On  the  1 7th  I  went  from  Galata  to  Conftantinople,  where  I  faw  the 
Grand  Seignor  and  retinue  ^o  in  prooeilion  to  the  mofque«     Prepa-^ 
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rations  were  making  by  the  general  and  feveral  of  the  officers  to  pro- 
ceed to  Syria  by  land ;  and  in  the  interim  the  transport  was  ordered 
to  be  got  ready  for  the  conveyance  of  the  remainder  of  the  officers 
and  the  detachment^  by  iea.     It  was  evident  that  the  overland  party 
would  have  to  encounter  a  very  haraffing  journey^  and  many  diffi- 
culties.    Inftcad  of  the  inns  which  ellewhere  fumiih  iblace  and  re* 
^elhment  to  the  wearied  traveller,  it  is  true  that  bans  or  kanns  are 
to  be  found  in  every  town,  and  in  the  greater  part  of  the  villages, 
for  the  accommodation  of  both  man  and  horfc.     As,  however,  no 
dependance  can  be  placed  on  finding  refrefhments  in  them,  the  tra* 
veller  is  under  the  neccflSty  of  providing  himfclf  with  whatever  may 
be  requifite  to  his  fupport.     Theie  kanns  are  fpacious  buildings, 
having  on  each  fide  a  raifed  floor,  on  which  the  travellers  fprcad 
their  mats,  or  carpets,  to  rcpofe  thcmfelves,  while  the  centre  is  oc- 
cupied by  the  hories.     They  are  conflantly  open  ta  receive  thofe 
who  arc  in  need  of  an  afylurti  for  reft.     In  travelling,  the  Turks  are 
in  general  fumifhed  according  to  their  rank  and  confcqucncc,  and  to 
the  fervice  they  have  to  perform.     They  are  uf«ally  accompanied  by 
a  Mikmcndar,  a  Chiaous,  a  Cavafhe,  or  a  Tartar,  whofc  duty  it  if 
to  procure  provifions,  and  provide  eyeiy  thing  requifite  to  the  ac* 
compli&ment  of  the  journey.     Such,  however^  is  the  rapacity  of 
thefe  attendants,  that,  often  not  content  with  having  every  ncccflary 
fupplied  by  the  needy  and  fufFeriug  in&abitantsl,  they  demand  what 
in  Turkifh  is  called  here  d  dors,  which  implies  fometbing  for  the  ufc 
of  the  teeth. 

The  18th  being  her  Majefty  s  birth^day,  I  was  prefent  at  a  ball 
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and  fuppcr  given  on  the  occafion  by  Lord  Elgin.     The  company 
was  very  numerous,  and  the  tables  fplendid  and  wtW  (erved. 

On  the  morning  of  the  IQth^  General  Koehler^  Major  Fletcher, 
Captain  Leake,  Mr.  Pink  the  draughtfman,  and  Mr.  Carlifle,  from 
the  Britifli  ambafiador*s  palace,  all  of  them  equipped  as  Tartars,  left 
Confliantinople  to  proceed  to  Syria  by  land. 

On  the  20th  I  was  prefent  at  a  religious  ceremony  of  the  derviies, 
or  Turkiih  priefts.     The  houie  in  which  they  aflembled  was  of  an 
odagon  form,  with  two  galleries,  the  upper  of  which,  fupported  by 
pillars,  was  occupied  by  muficians,  who  played  very  fbft  and  /blemn 
muiic.     In  the  lower  gallery  were  Rationed  the  Turks  and  others 
who  attended  to  witnefs  this  very  fmgulaf  fervice.  Round  the  apart- 
ment  were  hung  in  frames  fcveral  Arabic  fentences,  one  of  which^ 
in  particular,  was  fufpended  exadly  over  the  head  of  the  fuperior 
of  the  derviies.     He  was  feated ;  and  each  of  the  dervifes,  on  enter- 
ing, bowed  to  him,  and  then  took  his  place  in  the  lower  gallery. 
Between  twenty  and  thirty  of  thefe  monks  being  aflembled,  .the  iu* 
perior  repeated  a  prayer,  during  the  continuance  of  which  they 
kneeled,  and  bowed  their  heads  to  the  floor,  which  they  occafionally 
appeared  to  kifi.     After  they  had  chaunted  for  fome  time,  with  the 
accompaniment  of  the  muiic  in  the  gallery,  the  fuperior  roie,  and 
with  a  flow  and  folemn  pace  walked  three  times  round  the  apart- 
ment, bowing  when  he  pafled  the  Arabic  infcription,  beneath  which 
he  had  been  feated.     The  other  dervifes  now  roie,  and  having  re- 
peated this  ceremony  after  him,  the  fuperior  again  feated  himfelf. 
The  ilrangeft  part  of  the  icrvicc  was  yet  to  come.     The  fanatical 
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dervifes  next  threw  off  their  mantles,  and  fuddenlj  letting  drop  a 
kind  of  cloth,  or  woollen  petticoat,  began  fucceilively  to  fpin  round, 
each  of  them  taking  a  ftation,  on  which  he  continued  to  whirl,  as  if 
on  an  axis,  during  the  fpace  of  twenty  minutes,  without  coming  in 
contad  with  thofe  who  were  neareft  to  him.     In  this  exercife,  in 
the  courfe  of  which  they  turned  round  with  great  celerity,  to  aug- 
ment the  giddineis  which  was  to  produce  a  holy  intoxication,  they 
had  at  firfl:  their  arms  crofled,  with  their  hands  placed  on  their 
ihoulders.      As  the  velocity  of  their  motion  increafed,  they  held 
them  up ;  and  finally  extended  them  in  a  horizontal  pofition,  but 
{till  without  encountering  thofe  who  were  within  their  reach.    This 
ceremony,  which  was  thrice  performed,  was  conftantly  accompanied 
by  the  ibft  muiic  from  the  gallery ;  and  throughout  the  whole  of 
it  great  order  and  folemnity  prevailed.     The  coftume  worn  by  thefe 
derviies  is  of  a  light  quaker  colour ;  and  a  competent  idea  of  it  will 
be  formed  from  Plate  IV.  in  which  one  of  their  fuperiors  is  faithfully 
represented. 

There  is  another  fcA  of  derviies  very  different  in  their  habits  from 
thofe  whofe  religious  ceremonies  I  have  juft  defcribed,  and  who  are 
flyled  Mewliachs.  Thefe  are  the  Tada  Tepcns,  or  board-beaters, 
the  regulations  of  whofe  order  are  flill  more  difmal  and  auftere.  I 
had  not  an  opportunity  to  be  prefent  at  their  devout  exercifes,  which, 
as  I  was  told,  require  an  exertion  of  the  lungs  equal  to  that  of  the 
limbs  in  the  circular  motions  of  the  preceding  fe6t.  As,  in  perform- 
ing thefe  motions,  the  Mewliachs  acquire  a  greater  energy  in  pro- 
portion as  the  giddy  intoxication  increafes,  and  whirl  round  with 
more  precipitancy,  fo  the  board-beaters,  fbllovnng  each  other  with 
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great  folemmty  round  their  chapel,  repeat  aloud  the  word  Allah  I 
to  the  beat  of  a  drum,  until  its  flrokes  are  at  length  quickened  to 
fuch  a  degree^  as  to  produce,  in  many  inftances,  by  the  ftreporous 
exertions  with  which  they  arc  followed,  a  fpltting  of  Wood,  The 
dervifes  in  general  are  regarded  as  prophets  by  the  deluded  multitude. 

The  intercepted  difpatches  from  the  French  army  of  Egypt,  which 
have  been  the  fubjedl  of  fo  many  converfations,  and  have  been  iince 
given  in  an  Englilh  drefs,  were,  on  the  2 2d,  brought  to  Conftan- 
tinople,  having  been  forwarded  to  Lord  Elgin  by  Lord  Vifcount 
Nelfon. 

On  the  25th,  Captain  Lacy  left  Conftantinople  with  important 
difpatches  for  the  Grand  Vizier.  Corporal  Wilkinfon,  belonging 
to  the  million,  lay  at  this  time  dangeroufly  ill  of  a  putrid  fever. 

On  the  28th,  the  Ramazan,  a  Turkifli  faft  fimilar  to  our  lent, 
commenced.  It  was  to  continue  during  a  months  in  the  courfe  of 
which  a  moft  rigid  abftinence  was  to  be  obfcrved  from  lun-riie  to 
fun-fet.  In  the  evening  I  went  to  Tophana,  to  witnefs  the  illumi- 
nations, ieftivities,  and  popular  amu&ments,  which  were  to  Recced 
to  the  penance  of  the  day.  The  dm  was  no  fooner  fet  than  all  the 
mofques  of  Conftantinople,  and  of  the  fuburbs,  were  lighted  up,  both 
internally  and  externally,  with  coloured  lamps.  The  minarets,  or 
towers,  were  alfo  decorated  in  the  ian>e  manner ;  and  the  efieft  of 
thefe,  and  of  the  other  illuminations,  was  veiy  lively  and  pidnrefquc 
Taken  altogether,  it  w^s  one  of  the  moft  fplendid  fights  that  could 
be  witneiTed*  I  had  taken  my  ftation  very  conveniently  to  enjoy 
all  the  brilliancy  of  the  fpedacle.  In  the  mean  time  nothing  was 
negleded  which  could  tend  to  amuie  «nd  gratify  the  people :  the 
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(hopn  of  the  paftiy^cDoks  and  confcdioners,  together  with  the  coffee- 
honft^,  and  other  places  of  public  entertainment^  vi^ere  nicely  -deco- 
rated  and  lighted  up ;  while  exhibitions  of  low  humour  and  buCoon* 
cry  prefcnted  thcmlelvcg  at  almoft  every  flcp  to  attra<ft  the  notice 
of  the  populace.  The  ilreets  w«re  every  where  crouided  with  groups, 
wboie  feftivitidi  were  to  be  prolonged  until  dbe  inorning*s  dawn^ 
when  the  fafting  was  to  recommence.  I  did  not  of  courfe  wait  until 
the  termination  of  the  icene^  but  returned  home  after  a  mo(t  agree- 
able  evening*)  entertaihhient. 

On  the  Sift  I  made  an  ezcurfion  to  the  towers  fituated  on  the 
banks  of  the  Bofphoms,  On  the  4th  of  February  I  had  an  interview 
"With  hifl  Excellency  Hadgi  Ibrahim  Effendi,  from  whom  I  had  re* 
ceived  an  invitation'to  that  effcdl.  On  the  7th  I  went  to  the  tower 
of  Galata,  where  Mr.  Barker .  was  bufied  in  fketching  one  of  the 
views  of  Conftantinople  for  the  panoranm.  I  was  much  pleafed  at 
the  corrednefs  and  precifion  which  he  diipli^ed  in  its  execution. 

On  the  evening  of  the  Qth^  a  Greek  marriage  was  folemnized  at 
the  palace  of  the  Ruffian  ambaflador.     It  had  ^ttraited  a  very  nu* 

* 

merous  and  brilliant  company/  whicb  I  found  aiTembled.  The 
ceremony  veas  performed  by  the  Gredi  patriarch.  The  bride  and 
bridi^oom  were  very  elegantly  dreiTed^  as  indeed  was  the  cafe  with 
the  company  in  general^  a  great  profufion  of  diamonds  being  dif- 
played  by  the  females.  The  bride  was  docorated  by  long  flowing 
ftreamers  of  gold  tinict^  which^  extending  from  the  top  of  the  head> 
tmined  on  the  ground.  She  diftributed  to  her  young  female  fnendi 
portions  of  theie  fireamers^  a  cuilcMii  which  foems  to  correfpond 
with  ours^  of  giving  white  tibbom  as  wedding  favours.    The  cere* 
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inony  being  concluded,  the  evening  was  (pent  in  dancing  waltzes 
and  Greek  and  Englifh  country  dances,  after  which  a  iplendid  (upper 
was  given. 

On  the  following  evening  a  ball,  at  which  I  was  prefent,  was 
given  by  the  bride's  hither,  M.  Piiani,  the  principal  interpreter  to 
the  Britifh  embafly ;  and  on  the  1 2th  I  was  invited  to  a  ball  and 
iiipper  given  at  the  German  palace,  to  celebrate  the  birth-day  of 
the  Emperor  of  Germany, 

The  weather  had  been  for  fbme  time  cold  and  raw,  with  occa* 
fi6nal  falls  of  fnow ;  but  on  the  14th  it  became  more  temperate,  in 
confequence  of  the  heavy  ihowers  which  had  fallen  during  the  pre- 
ceding night.  On  the  15th,  tntelligenccf  reached  Conftantinople 
that  a  convention  had  been  agreed  to,  by  which  the  French  troops 
were  to  evacuate  Egypt.  By  the  fame  courier  we  learned  that 
General  jf^oehler  had  reached  Koniah,  in  Ada  Minor,  after  having 
experienced  many  difficulties  on  his  route  thither. 

The  1  Oth  being  the  birth-day  of  Mrs.  Spencer  Smith,  the  lady  of 
the  Britifh  fecretary  of  legation,  there  was  a  maiked  ball  in  the  even- 
ing at  the  German  palace.  Several  of  the  charaders  were  fupported 
with  much  humour.  On  the  following  evening  a  ball  and  ilipper 
were  given  by  Lord  Elgin  in  compliment  to  the  newly  married 
Greek  couple.  It  was  truly  the  feafon  of  feftivities  at  Conftanti- 
nople,  both  among  the  Chriftians  and  Mahometans.  With  rcfpcA 
to  the  latter,  indeed,  not  a  night  paiTes  during  the  continuance  of 
the  Ramazan,  without  its  being  marked  by  ibme  particular  feftival. 

On  the  )  8th  I  went  on  board  a  Ruffian  (hip  of  war  lying  in  the 
harbouri  in  the  vicinity  of  Tophana,  having  received  an  invitation 
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to  a  public  breakfaO:  given  by  the  captain,  on  the  occafion  of  the 
prbnootion  of  one  of  his  officers.  The  reception  I  met  with  was  ex- 
tremely polite  and  attentive ;  and  in  the  courfe  of  the  entertainment 
fomc  fmgular  ceremonies  occurred,  which  it  will  not  be  amifs  to 
detail.  Previoufly  to  the  breakfaft,  tongues  and  liqueurs  were  pre* 
fented  to  us — a  cuftom  which  we  were  given  to  underftand  is  con- 
ftantly  obferved  by  the  Ruffians.  During  the  breakfaft,  which  was 
of  the  moft  fumptuous  kind,  fcveral  toafts,  given  by  the  captain, 
were  drank,  and  cheered  three  times.  The  captain  now  entertained 
us  with  a  Ruffian  dance,  while  a  part  of  the  crew,  cleanly  dreflcd 
for  the  occafion,  fung  to  an  accompaniment  of  Ruffian  mufic.  After 
a  (hort  interval,  the  captain  fell  on  the  deck,  apparently  from  acci- 
dent, when  the  fingers  took  him  in  their  arms,  and  toffi^d  him  in 
the  air,  repeating  certain  phraifes.  Each  of  the  guefts  afterwards 
underwent  the  fame  ceremony.  The  next  fmgular  occurrence 
was,  that,  on  the  health  of  the  Ruffian  minifter  at  Conflantinople 
being  given  by  the  captain,  he  demanded  aloud  what  others  would 
do  for^  him.  Inflantly  a  Ruffian  officer,  and  nearly  twenty  of  the 
crew,  jumped  from  the  cabin  window  into  the  fca,  with  their  clothes 
on.  The  flern  ladders  were  the  only  refource  they  had  to  get  en 
board  again ;  and  on  their  entering  the  cabin  with  their  wet  clothes, 
they  danced  round  the  captain,  occafionally  proflrating  themfclves 
at  his  feet.  On  our  going  on  fhore,  the  greater  part  of  the  barge's 
crew  threw  themfclves  into  the  water,  and  fwam  by  her  fide  until 
we  reached  the  beach.  A  few  piaftres  diflributed  among  them 
were,  as  I  apprehend,  confidered  by  them  a  fufficient  recompenfc 
for  the  ducking  to  which  tliey  had  fubjeded  themfclves. 

N 
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This  being  the  feafim  of  the  carnival,  there  were  frequent  mafked 
balls  at  the  palaces  of  the  different  miniftcrs.  I  was  prcfcnt  on  the 
evening  of  the  IQth,  at  one  given  by  the  Pruffian  envoy,  which  was 
very  fully  attended.  On  this  and  other  fimilar  occafions  many  of 
the  charaAcrs  were  well  fupportcd ;  and  much  mirth  and  feftivity 
prevailed  among  the  gucfts.  The  relaxations  of  the  carnival  were 
rendered  the  more  ftriking  by  the  tamenefs  and  Infijwdity  which,  at 
other  times,  chara<fterized  the  entertainments  and  amufements  of 
the  place  in  which  we  refided. 

On  the  20th  a  fire  broke  out  at  Conftantinople ;  but  it  was  very 
fpcedily  fubdued.  About  this  time  reports  of  the  prevalence  of  the 
plague  were  again  abroad.  They  were  confirmed  by  the  repeated 
opportunities  I  had  of  feeing  the  corpfes  of  perlbns  whofe  death  was 
aferibed  to  that  caufe,  carried  for  interment,  with  the  cuftomary 
fign  or  token  of  a  red  cloth  thrown  over  the  bier,  and  enveloping 
the  dead  body.  At  the  burial  of  one  of  th.efe  peftiferous  fubjeds,  a 
few  days  before,  I  was  not  a  little  furprifed  at  feeing  one  of  the  men 
employed  in  removing  the  corpfe  from  the  bier  to  the  ground,  pre- 
vioufly  to  its  being  depofited  in  the  grave,  take,  with  all  the  indif- 
ference imaginable,  between  his  teeth,  one  of  the  ends  of  the  red 
cloth  in  which  it  was  enclofed.  He  did  this  to  raife  up  the  corpfe 
the  more  readily,  it  being  none  of  the  lightcft.  It  was,  according  to 
the  Turkifli  cuftom,  interred  without  a  coffin,  and  naked,  as  is  al- 
moft  invariably  the  ufage.  Neither  the  corpfe  in  queftion,  nor  thofc 
I  had  feen  buried  on  former  occafions,  difcovered  any  particular  marks 
diffi^ing  fix>m  thofe  which  manifeft  themfelvcs  in  cafes  of  the  fatal 
termination  of  malignant  fever.     There  was  of  courfc  no  appearance 
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of  peftUentkl  tumours.    Thtee  houfei  at  Pera,  in  which  the  plague 
had  brokea  out  a  few  weeks  before,  ftill  remained  fliut  up. 

Pf^liely  at  two  in  the  afternoon  of  the  23d;  the  biram  was  an* 
nounced  by  the  firing  of  guns,  Thb  feflival^  which  (ucceeded  the  faft 
of  the  Kamazan,  was  to  lad  for  three  days,  during  which  the  Turks 
were  to  feaii:,  and  to  indulge  themfelves  in  evety  poffihle  licence, 
as  a  compeniation  for  the  ievere  penance  to  which  they  had  been 
obliged  to  fubmit  during  the  preceding  month.  On  the  following 
mornings  at  four  o*clock,  I  went  with  a  party  to  Conilantinople  to 
fee  the  proceilion  of  the  biram.  We  found  the  (treets  through  which 
it  was  to  pais  already  lighted  up,  and  all  the  neceiTary  preparations 
made.  Shortly  after  day-break  the  ceremony  commenced;  and 
between  fix  and  fevcn  o*clock  the  Grand  Seignor,  richly  dreiTed,  and 
attended  by  a  nunierous  and  fplendid  retinue,  pafled  by  the  fpot 
where  we  had  taken  our  (land.  Many  new  and  elegant  fatin  dreiles 
were  difplayed  on  this  occafion ;  but  as  the  ceremonial  differed  but 
little  from  the  proceilion  of  the  biram  courbam  I  have  already  de* 
icribed,  I  fhall  difmifs  the  iiibjed  by  obibrving,  that  the  Capitan 
Pacha  attended  with  his  chiaoufes  ;^  and  that  the  proceilion  went; 
as  in  the  former  cafe,  to  the  mofque  of  Sultan  Achmct. 


*  The  chla9ufes  af  e  a  ddTcription  of  fubordinate  officers,  or  mdlengers,  aAing  uoder 
the  Chiaous  Bafhi,  and  whofe  employment  refembles  in  feme  inftances  that  of  our 
yeomen  of  the  guards,  with  this  ftriking  exception,  however,  that  they  hold  them- 
felyes  in  conftint  readinefs  to  be  diipatched  to  erery  part  of  the  empire  on  public  bu&- 
nefs,  and  are  entrufted  with  the  firmans,  difpatches,  &c.  They  likewi(e  precede  the 
Sultan,  and  great  officers  of  ftate,  either  on  foot  or  on  horfeback,  with  iilver  flicks, 
from  the  top  of  which  fmall  balk  of  die  fame  metal  are  appended,  as  a  badge  of  their 
office* 

N  2 
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In  all  fimilar  proceilions  the  Grand  Seignor  is  preceded  by  the 
Capi  Aga,  or  Capi  Agaffi,  a  Turkifti  officer  of  high  rank  and  dignity, 
and  the  chief  of  the  white  eunuchs.  He  is  governor  or  grand  mafter 
of  the  gates  of  the  Seraglio,  attends  conftantly  on  the  Sultan's  per- 
fon,  and  introduces  ambaifadors  to  their  audiences.  It  is  through 
the  medium  only  of  this  officer  that  any  perfon  is  permitted  to  enter 
the  apartments  of  the  Grand  Seignor ;  and  he  conftantly  accompa- 
nies the  latter  when  he  viiits  the  apartments  of  the  Sultanas,  taking 
his  ftation  withoutiide  the  door.  In  the  portrait  of  a  Capi  Aga, 
Plate  V.  it  will  be  fcen  that  he  is  without  a  beard  and  without 
muftaches,  the  reafbn  of  which  will  be  readily  underftood,  when  it 
is  remembered  that  he  is  the  chief  of  the  eunuchs.  The  capigis, 
a6ling  ujider  him  as  porters,  or  door-keepers,  are  employed  in  the 
execution  of  a  Pacha,  or  other  perfon  of  rank,  who  is  to  be  poiibned, 
ilrangled,  beheaded,  or  otherwiie  taken  off,  according  to  the  nature 
of  his  offisncc,  or  the  degree  of  confequence  he  may  have  poflefled. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  month  of  February,  and  the  com- 
mencement of  March,  the  changes  of  weather  were  fudden  and  ex- 
traordinary.    At  intervals  the  fhow  fell  in  abundance,  with  a  cold 

« 

and  raw  air ;  while  at  other  times  there  was  a  confiderable  degree 
of  heat  in  the  atmofphere,  accompanied  by  heavy  fhowers  of  rain. 
Thefc  unufual  and  frequent  alterations  of  the  weather  were  produc- 
tive  of  catarrhs,  coughs,  and  fore  throats,  which  became  very  general 
in  the  Turkilh  capital  and  fuburbs.  The  7th  of  March  being  a  very 
fine  and  warm  day,  I  took  a  morning's  walk  in  the  environs  of 
Bifliidalh,  and  faw,  for  the  firft  time  during  the  feaibn,  feveral  very 
young  lambs.     Their  flefti  is  not  allowed  to  be  eaten  in  Turkey  until 


.  'Me pai-e^rmrr  o/^^ -Oa^  o^r  ^rt^/to^ 
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the  month  of  ApriL  Among  the  Mahometans  there  is  an  entire 
prohibition  of  pork,  which  is,  notwithftanding,  allowed  to  be  brought 
to  market,  at  the  commencement  of  the  fpring  feafon,  for  the  ufe  of 
the  foreign  minifters,  and  other  chriftian  refidents.  This  indulgence 
afforded  us  an  opportunity  of  purchafmg  a  joint  of  pork,  which,  very 
unfortunately,  we  fent  to  a  Turkifh  baker  to  be  cooked.  The  dif- 
covery  which  enfiied  bad  nearly  fubjefted  us  to  fbme  very  unplea- 
fant  circumftances ;  and  the  poor  baker  was  made  to  pay  a  fine  of 
twenty  piaftres. 

On  the  1  Oth,  a  flight  fliock  of  an  earthquake  was  felt  at  Galata. . 

On  the  12th  the  weather  again  became  unpleafantly  cold,  with 
falls  of  fnow :  during  the  night  the  thermometer  was  below  the 
freezing  point.  This  intemperature  of  the  air,  which  could  fcarcely 
have  been  expeded  in  fiich  a  climate,  now  that  the  fpring  was  faft 
advancing,  continued,  with  almofl:  unabated  fe verity,  till  towards 
the  clofe  of  the  month ;  not,  however,  without  fbme  of  thofe  tran- 
fitions  which  I  have  had  fuch  repeated  occaiions  to  notice,  and  which 
were  neceflarily  produftive  of  many  ailments.  It  appeared  that  in 
Afia  the  weather  was  much  milder,  and  indeed  altogether  different 
from  that  which  we  experienced  at  Conftantinople ;  for  on  the  23d, 
I  purchafed  fcveral  bunches  of  violets  and  narcifTus  flowers,  brought 
from  that  quarter.  They  were  at  that  time  fent  in  great  abundance 
from  the  interior  of  the  Afiatic  territory  to  the  capital ;  but  were  no 
where  to  be  feen  on  the  banks  of  the  Bofphorus. 

A  few  days  prior  to  the  lafl  date  of  my  narrative,  an  incident  oc- 
curred which  terminated  in  a  fingular  way.  One  of  the  men  be- 
longing to  the  Britifh  mifCon  was,  without  any  provocation  on  his 
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iide^  aflaulted  by  a  Turki  who  attempted  to  Aab  him  with  his  yati- 
kan.  On  a  repo]:t  of  this  outrage  being  made  to  the  Cbpitan  Pacha, 
to  whofe  retinue  the  Turk  belonged,  he  came  to  a  refolution  to  ha^e 
him  decapitated,  as  an  expiation  of  his  offence.  By  the  mediation 
and  entreaties  of  Lord  Elgin,  a  mitigation  of  the  punilhment  en- 
fued :  the  Turk,  after  having  received  fifty  ftrokes  of  the  baftinad^ 

■ 

on  the  fbles  of  his  feet,  was  fentenced  to  twenty  years  impriibmnent 
in  the  college  of  Pera,  to  learn  the  jirahtc  language^ 

Intelligence  was  received  on  the  20th,  that  a  formidable  band  of 
robbers,  in  number  four  or  five  thoufand,  had  proceeded  to  the  town 
of  Burgas,  which,  although  at  a  very  inconfiderable  difbuice  from  the 
capital,  they  had  ravaged  with  impunity.  Similar  bands  had,  during 
our  refidence  in  Turkey,  infefled  the  neighbourhood  of  Adrianople, 
and-furniihed  a  ibiking  proof  of  the  enfeebled  fbtte  of  the  Turkifh 
government,  which  permitted  the  high  roads  within  a  few  leagues 
of  the  feat  of  the  empire,  to  be  befet  to  fuch  a  degree  by  thefe 
hordes  of  banditti,  that  travellers  were  at  every  ftep  in  imminent 
danger  both  of  their  lives  and  property.  It  was  however  reported, 
that  the  Levant  Chiflick  regiment  was  under  orders  to  fct  out  with- 
out delay  for  their  difperfion. 

On  the  28th,  further  accounts  relative  to  the  devaflations  of  thefe 
bahditti  were  brought  to  Conflantinople.  It  was  reported  that  they 
had  burned  feveral  villages,  and  murdered  fuch  of  the  inhabitants 
as  had  not  had  time  to  betake  themfelves  to  flight,  together  with 
the  young  children.  The  inhabitants  of  the  places  fituated  within 
their  reach,  were  every  where  betaking  themfelves  to  flight ;  and  a 
letter  from  Ridofto  ilated,  that  that  place  was  crouded  with  people. 
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who  had  come  thither  for  ftielter,  or  to  procure  boats  to  facilitate 
their  efcapc  from  thclc  ferocious  bands.  The  inhabitants  of  Ridofto 
were  employed  in  digging  a  ditch  round  the  town,  and  in  contriv- 
ing other  means  of  defence,  being  in  the  daily  expedation  of  a  vifit 
from  them,  and  of  being  expofed  to  the  alternative  of  paying  the 
heavy  contributions  they  exaded  wherever  they  came,  or,  in  cafe  of 
their  incapacity,  of  having  the  town  burned,  and  themfelves  put  to 
the  fword.  In  conlequcncc  of  the  rapid  progrcfs  of  thefe  plunderers, 
the  Turkilh  government  had  at  length  come  to  a  refolution  to  dif- 
patch,  in  their  purfuit,  from  eight  to  ten  thoufand  infantry  and  ca- 
valry. The  precautionary  meafure  had  alfo  been  taken,  both  in 
Conftantinople  and  in  Pera,  of  apprehending  all  thofe  who  werefuf- 
pe6led  of  having  maintained  a  criminal  intercourfe  with  them; 
and  fuch  as  were  found  guilty  were  inftantly  hung  to  a  door-poft, 
or  tree,  the  bodies  remaining  fufpended  for  public  view  during  three 
days.  One  of  thefe  bodies  was  feen  hanging  by  feveral  officers  be- 
longing to  the  miifion,  at  an  extremity  of  the  fuburb  of  Pera,  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  plague  hofpital. 

On  the  evening  of  the  30th,  Major  Bromley  arrived  at  Conftan- 
tinople, with  difpatches  to  Lord  Elgin  from  Sir  Sydney  Smith.  He 
was  alfo  the  bearer  of  letters  from  General  Koehler,  and  from  the 
officers  by  whom  he  was  accompanied,  dated  at  Cyprus,  where  he  had 
left  them  about  a  month  before.  The  general  had  forwarded  a  letter 
to  the  Vizier,  and  was  in  daily  expectation  of  an  anfwer.  The  in- 
formation received  from  Mr.  Carlifle  purported,  that  he  had  em- 
barked on  board  Le  Tigre  to  proceed  to  the  ftation  off  Alexandria, 
at  which  place,  I  was  informed  by  Major  Bromley,  the  plague  raged 
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with  great  violence.  He  related  the  particulars  of  the  death  of  a 
brother  of  the  French  general  officer,  Julien,  who  received  the  in- 
feiSion  by  taking  a  pinch  of  fnufF  from  a  box,  out  of  which  a  pcrfbn 
who  had  the  plague  on  him  at  the  time  had  alfo  taken  fnuff. 

On  the  2d  of  April  I  accompanied  Lord  Elgin  and  his  fuitc  to 
the  arfcnal,  to  be  prefent  at  the  launch  of  a  Ihip  of  feventy-four 
guns.  We  fet  out  on  horfeback,  at  feven  in  the  morning,  and  were 
fhewn  into  a  kiofque,  which  had  been  prepared  for  his  Lordlhip's 
reception.  The  launch  was  announced  by  the  firing  of  guns,  by 
roufic,  and  other  public  demonftrations  of  joy ;  and  fcveral  iheep 
were  facrificed  on  the  occafion.  A  little  after  eight  o'clock  the 
launch  took  place,  and  being  conduced  in  a  very  mafterly  manner, 
afforded  us  much  pleafure.  The  Grand  Seignor,  furrounded.by  all 
the  great  officers  of  ftate,  and  Turkifti  grandees,  was  feated  in  the 
balcony  of  the  Capitan  Pacha's  Ihip,  The  great  variety  of  colours 
which  were  difplayed  gave  an  additional  brilliancy  to  the  fcene.  Thft 
Turkifh  mode  of  launching  differs  elfentially  from  ours :  in  entering 
the  water,  the  Ihip  carries  with  it  a  confiderable  quantity  of  tim- 
ber, which  had  ferved  it  for  a  cradle  while  building.     •> 

The  launch  being  over,  we  proceeded  to  a  flonc  baibn,  recently 
conflruAed  by  Captain  Rowdey,  a  Swedifh  engineer,  the  only  one 
in  the  ports  of  the  Turkifli  empire,  into  which  a  fliip  of  feventy-four 
guns  was  to  be  received,  it  being  the  firfl  time  of  its  being  ufed. 
The  Grand  Seignor  went  thither  in  his  barge,  which  had  twenty- 
ifour  rowers^  and  was  about  eighty  feet  in  length,  with  a  canopy 
richly  and  elegantly  fitted  up.  On  his  paffing,  a  falutc  was  fired 
from  the  off  fide  of  the  men  of  war.     Being  landed,  he  took  his 


SYRIA,  AND  EGYPT.  97 

ftation  at  the  window  of  a  kiofque,  fitted  up  exprefsly  for  the  occa- 
{tati,  iii  t&e  ricinity  of  the  baibn.  The  Hiip  was  with  great  addreis 
conveyed  into  the  bafbii ;  and,  on  the  whole  being  concladed,  both 
theihip-baildersy  and  thofe  fay  whom  the  bafon  had  been  conftrudedy 
were  complimented  with  pclloes  of  different  values,  and  other  pre- 
fents.*    Sereral  caftans  wete  alio  diftriboted. 

In  the  va&.  concotirfe  of  peribns  afiembled  to  witneis  the  launch, 
and  the  operation  which  followed^  there  were  many  Turkifh  women» 
who  were,  however,  feparated  from  the  men*  Notwithftanding  every 
part  of  the  harbour  was  covered  with  boats  £lled  with  fpedators,  we 
did  not  hear  of  any  accident  having  occurred ;  neither  did  we  witne& 
the  fmalleft  confuiion.  Much  of  the  pratfe  was  due  to  the  Capitan 
Pacha,  who  was  extremely  a£live  throughout  the  whole  of  the  bufi- 
nefi,  and  who  every  where  enf^xced  obedience,  and  maintained  good 
order.  The  fiiip  which  was  launched  had  been  ready  feveral  weeks 
before  ;  but  it  had  been  deemed  expedient  to  delay  the  launch  until 
a  favourable  report  Ihould  be  made  by  the  qftrologers  and  dealers  in 
magic,  who  at  length  predi<£l)ed,  that  the  2d  of  April  would  be  a  fa* 
voiirable  day  *  ibr  that  purpofe.^  She  was  conibruded  by  Moililcur 
Lc  Hrftn* 'a  French  builder. 

^  Ob  idi^'dth,  ih  a  mornhng^s  walk  in  the  environs  of  Bifhidafb,  I 
rifcat  incb^ailifauie  'where  the  kymack  was  prepared  daily,  to  fee  the 
•procefi  fm^lojiid  in  making  i^,  which  is  as  follows :  Large  fhallow 
veflcls  of  odjipfcr ihmring  bbehfillsd  with  new  milk  from  the  cow,  are 
placed  over  a  gentle  wood  fire,  and  the  milk  kept  fimmering  for  the 


•    • 


>  '    «       ^^^— ^Mfc— ^w   II  I       l|        11       yiliiif       J I  ■»^iy^»^^i^.^^»^»^       h  ■  m^M^^^mm^^ 


*-X-^ 


*  It  is  Tcarcely  credible  that  fuch  folly  fhould  exift  in  any  part  of  Europe  at  the  clofc 
of"  tie  eighteenth  ceiihny.    Caii  fuch  a  people,  be  formidable  ? 
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fpace  of  twenty- four  hours,  when  the  fire  is  removed^  and  the  milk 
allowed  to  cool.     On  the  following  day  the  furfacej  which  has  af- 

« 

fumed  a  confiflent  form,  is  taken  off,  cut  into  fmall  portions,  and 
rolled  up  for  ufe.  This  is  the  kymack,  which  is  £o  generally  em- 
ployed, and  fb  highly  deemed  in  Turkey.  It  is  an  excellent  fubfli- 
tute  for  butter ;  and  is  eaten  by  ibme  with  honey  or  fiigar,  by  others 
with  fait.  The  procefs  I  have  juft  defcribed  has  ibmc  affinity  to  that 
employed  in  making  the  clotted  cream,  which  is  to  be  met  with  in 
the  weflera  counties  of  England. 

.On  the  morning  of  the  6th,  General  Koehler  and  Major  Fletcher 
returned  to  Conflantinople  from  Cyprus.  The  weather,  which  had 
been  cold  and  ungenial  for  a  coniiderable  time  pail,  and  which  was 
ilill  fo  on  the  Qth,  fuddenly  became  fine  and  warm,  infomuch  that  on 
the  following  day  the  tranfition  was  fo  great  as  to  reieoible  a  rapid 
paflage  from  winter  to  fummer.  Such  a  change  was  indeed  much 
wanted,  great  numbers  of  perfbns,  both  in  the  capital  and  fiiburbs, 
labouring  under  complaints  which  evidently  refultol  from  the  late 
uncommon  rigour  and  inctemency  of  the  ieafbn. 

On  the  1 3th  I  went  in  a  boat  with  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hunt,  chaplain 
to  the  Britifh  embafly,  to  Leander*s  tower,  fituated  on  the  Bofphorus, 
between  Scutari  and  Conftantinople.  We  fought  the  well,  or  fpfing 
of  frefh  water,  which  hiflory  reports  to  have  eacifled  there,  but  could 
not  difcover  the  fmalleft  traces  of  it.  We  were  led,  therefore,  to  con* 
fider  this  tradition  as  apocryphal,  and  to  infer,  that  if  frefli  water  was 
at  any  time  found  there,  it  was  owing  to  the  rains.  The  perfbns  who 
refided  in  the  tower  were  obliged  to  procure  from  a  difhmt  fpot  their 
fupply  of  water,  which  I  tafted.     They  conduced  us  to  the  part 
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which  Is  occafionally  lighted  up,  to  dired>  by  nighty  the  veflels  failing 
into  the  harbour.  It  was  from  this  tower  that  Mr.  Barker  made  one 
of  his  views  for  the  panorama ;  and  it  afforded  us  a  delightful  profpeA 
of  the  city,  fuburbs,  and  fiirrounding  country.  The  Seraglio  more 
particularly  was  feen  with  a  charming  cfieA  from  this  commanding 
eminence.  After  having  fatisfied  our  condu<£lors,  we  went  in  the 
boat  to  Scutari,  an  ill  built  town,  with  narrow,  winding  (beets,  or 
rather  lanes,  which;  as  it  prefented  nothing  that  coidd  graidfy  the 
traveller's  notice,  we  ibon  quitted,  and  returned  to  Gralata. 

I  was  told,  that  at  Bru£i,  in  Aiia  Minor,  a  town  fituated  at  the 
diftance  of  a  day's  journey  from  Conftantinople,  there  are  hot  baths 
and  mineral  iprings,  which  are  found  extremely  ufeful  in  the  com- 
pkunts  prevailing  in  Tudcey,  more  efpecially  in  the  rheumatifm ;  and 
that  many  perfons,  having  great  confidence  in  thefe  waters,  went 
thither,  during  the  month  of  May^  from  the  capital,  to  fpend  two  or 
three  weeks. 

On  the  15th  accoimts  were  brought  to  Conftantinople  that  the 
Levant  Chiflick  regiment,  which  had  been  fcnt  againii:  the  bands  of 
robbers  who  infefted  Romelia,  had  fucceeded  in  difperfing  them ;  but 
that  the  commandant  of  the  regiment,  a  German,  had  been  wounded. 
.  On  the  21ft  the  weather  was  oppreffivcly  warm.  I  walked  to  the 
cemetery  withoutiide  of  Pera,  and  was  there  witnefs  to  a  very  pleaiing 
and  novel  icene.  It  being  the  Eafter  of  the  Greeks,  amufements  of 
every  defcription  were  exhibited ;  and  the  colours  and  varieties  of  the 
coftumes  diiplayed  by  the  immenfe  crouds  of  peribns  cpllc<%ed  toge- 
ther, rendered  the  fpedacle  highly  interefting.  There  were  wrcftling 
matches,  flails  filled  with  fweetnKats  and  iherbet,  and  groups  of 
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pciibns  {bated  on  the  grafe,  pUying  at  different  gatnes  of  chance,  whlfc 
t>thers  were  engaged  in  dancing  in  rings,  to  the  mufic  of  an  inftni*- 
ment  not  unlike  our  bagpipe.  This  fceiie  reminded  mc  of  a  country 
wake  in  England,  to  which  it  wouM  have  borne  a  ftill  ftrongcr  rc- 
iemblancc,  if  a  confiderable  nuttiber  of  frying  pans  had  not  given  it 
ibmewhat  the  odour  of  our  BattholoitieW  fair.  They  were  employed, 
not  for  frying  faufages,  but  liver,  lights^  &c. 

On  every  fuch  day  of  fcftivity,  the  Giieeks,  of  courfe,  diiplay  their 
bell  dreffes,  which,  in  many  in(hinces>  are  both  taftefol  and  coftly. 
The  fobricty  of  their  demeanour  cannot  be  equally  conh mended ; 
fuice  it  too  frequently  happens  that,  by  launching  out  into  every  ex« 
ccfs,  they  require  the  interference  of  the  Tiirkifh  guards,  ftationcd 
purpofely  to  rcprefs  the  tumult  and  diforder  in  which  the  giddy  fccnc 
may  chance  to  terminate. 

.  During  their  lent  they  fubfift  on  oil  and  fifli,  obferving  a  moft  rigid 
abftinence.  I  have  been  told  that  this  diet  is,  both  among  them  and 
the  Armenians,  produdive  of  herpetic  complaints,  fcrophulous  affec- 
tions, ophthalmies,  and  feveral  other  difeafes. 

On  the  25th  I  walked  out  with  a  party,  with  the  intention  of  crof- 
iing  over  to  Conftantinople,  to  make  an  ezcuriion  round  the  walls.  On 
our  reaching  Tophana,  we  witneffed  a  moft  daring  robbery  (com- 
nittted  in  the  open  flrcet,  at  eleven  in  the  morning,  and  in  the  pre- 
Icnce  of  many  perfons  who  were  paffing  at  the  time)  by  two  galangis 
(fcamen)  belonging  to  the  Capitan  Pacha's  fleet.  They  attacked  an 
Armenian,  from  whom  they  took  two  fequins,  and  were  proceeding 
to  rifle  him  ftill  further  on  our  coming  up.  We  were  armed ;  and 
on  our  manifefting  our  difpleafure  at  the  conduA  of  thefe  villains. 
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they  filtered  the  Armenian  to  depart,  but  not  until  they  had  forced 
him  to  ki&one  of  them»  as  a  token  of  acknowledgment  for  their  for- 
bearance. In  paiQng  through  the  fame  ftrcct,  for  the  diftance  of  a 
quarter  of  a  mile,  the  people  were  affembicd,  and  on  the  look  out, 
but  dared  not  take  any  fteps  to  apprehend  the  robbers.  :This  is  one 
of  many  features  which  might  be  recorded  of  the  (hameful  negligence 
and  inattention  of  the  Turkifti  government.  The  galangis  in  quef* 
tipn  afterwards  robbed  two  women  at  Galata ;  on  our  reaching  ^hlch 
place  wc  were  informed  by  Mbflrs.  Chandler  and  Whitcinan,  belonging 
to  the  miffion,  in  the  qualities  of  commiffary  and  affiftant  commiffary, 
that  they  alfo  had  been  robbed  there,  near  the.  tower.  The  crews  of 
the  men  of  war  belonging  to  the  fleet,  which  was  preparing  to  fail, 
had  for  feveral  days  kept  the  inhabitants  of  Conftantinoplc,  Galata, 
and  Pera,  in  a  conftant  ftate  of  alarm,  plundering  and  ailaifmating 
widi  impunity  all  whom  they  encountered,  and  who  were  incapable 
of  defence.  Their  excefles  are  always  moft  to  be  dregded  when  the 
fleet  is  on  the  eve  of  its  departure,  at  which  time  the  inhabitants  con- 
fttotly  take  the  precaution  to  fliut  their  Ihops,  to  guard  as  much  as 
poflible  againft  their  lawlcfi  cxceflTcs.  On  the  above  occdfion  we  re- 
linqui(hed  the  plan  of  our  excurfion  to  Conftantinoplc,  which  we 
now  coniidered  as  too  hazardous. 

It  was  announced  on  the  26th,  that  Seid  AH,  a  Turkiflx  rear- 
admiral,  who  had  been  fentenced  to  be  decapitated,  had,  through  the 
humane  interference  of  Lord  Elgin,  the  Briti(h  ambaflador,  had  this 
capital  puoifliment  remitted,  on  condition  of  his  being  baniihed  to 
the  ifland  of  Cyprus.  A  coniideraUe  number  of  JaniflTaries  and  Ga- 
langis, amounting,  it  was  faid^  to  an  hundred  and  twenty  or  an  hun- 
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dred  and  thirty^  were  executed  about  this  time,  in  confequence  of  the 
atrocities  lately  committed  by  them  in  the  capital  and  fuburbs.  A 
timely  prevention  of  the  crimes  of  which  they  had  rendered  them- 
felves  culpable,  would  have  been  better  than  this  tardy  puniihment. 

On  the  28th  a  prefent  was  received  from  the  Capitan  Pacha,  for 
the  widow  of  the  late  brave  and  meritorious  officer.  Captain  Millar, 
of  his  Msijefty's  ihip  the  Thefeus,  who  loft  his  life  on  board  that  ihip 
on  the  coaft  of  Syria,  by  the  burfting  of  feveral  ihells.  This  prefent 
was  given  in  acknowledgment  of  the  iervices  which  that  much  la- 
mented officer  had  rendered  to  the  Turkifh  government. 

On  the  2Qth  the  fquadron  of  the  Capitan  Pacha,  coniifting  of  feven 
fhips  of  the  line,  four  ihips  of  fifty  guns,  and  ieven  frigates  and  fmaller 
veflels,  failed  from  the  harbour  of  Conilahtinople  for  Egypt.  On  its 
way  it  was  to  touch  at  Gallipoli,  and  feveral  other  towns  in  the 
Turkifli  provinces,  to  levy  contributions,  and  take  in  a  fupply  of  bif^ 
cuit  for  the  voyage. 
.  The  weather  was  at  this  time  become  warm,  fettled,  and  agreeable. 
In  the  courfe  of  the  morning,  a  party  being  made,  we  took  boat,  and 
crofTed  over  to  Afia.  We  landed  near  the  ruins  of  an  ancient  impe- 
rial palace,  over  which  we  walked.  On  our  penetrating  into  the 
country,  we  found  the  flate  of  vegetation  feveral  weeks  more  advanced 
than  on  the  European  fide.  The  fields  were  overfpread  with  flowets 
and  odoriferous  fhrubs  in  bloom ;  the  wheat  was  already  formed  in 
the  ear ;  and  the  grais  in  the  meadows  nearly  fit  for  mowing.  In 
fhort,  the  genef al  appearance  of  the  country,  and  the  fmiling  and  ver- 
dant fcenes  by  which  we  were  furroimded,  formed  altogether  a  ftrik- 
ihg  contraft  to  what  we  had  recently  contemplated  on  the  other  fide 
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of  the  water.  We  walked  over  the  plain  of  the  ancient  Chalcedony 
on  the  fite  of  which  fiands  a  Turkiih  village^  called  Cady  Kui.  There, 
heneath  the  ihade  of  the  branches  of  a  fine  oriental  plane  tree,  we 
took  our  coffee  on  the  grais^  abforbed  in  the  contemplation  of  the 
ot^ds  by  which  we  were  encompafled.  In  addition  to  the  fine  prof- 
peds  which  the  interior  of  the  country  afforded,  we  had  a  diftind 
view  of  the  gulf  of  Nicomedia,  and  of  the  Dasmonefi,  or  Princes* 
Iflands.  If  we  could  judge  from  the  numerous  groups  of  men  and 
women  fcattered  over  this  delightfVd  country,  it  mufl  have  been  well 
peopled.  Among  them  I  faw,  for  the  firfl  time,  a  Turkiih  woman  at 
her  prayers,  in  the  open  field.  Such  an  ihcident,  which  is  very  com- 
mon among  the  men,  very  rarely  occurs  among  the  females.  Towards 
the  afternoon  the  weather  became  oppreffively  hot ;  and  this  haflened 
our  return  at  three  o'clock,  when  we  took  boat  to  crofs  to  the  Euro- 
pean fide. 

On  the  30th  letters  were  received  from  Captain  Lacy,  and  from 
Mr.  Morier^  fecretary  to  Lord  Elgin,  who  had  fpent  fome  time  with 
the  Turkiih  army,  with  the  details  of  the  defeat  of  the  army  of  the 
Grand  Vizier,  by  the  French  troops  commanded  by  Greneral  Kleber« 

On  the  l£t  of  May,  garlands  of  flowers  were  hung  over  the  doors 
^feveral  houfes,  in  the  fuburb  in  which  I  refided^  in  commemora- 
tion of  the  day.  I  was  told  that  in  feveral  parts  of  Turkey,  more 
particularly  at  the  Princes*  Iflands,  this  feflival  was  celebrated  by  the 
Greeks  and  others  by  great  public  rejoicings. 

On  the  following  day,  in  walking  through  the  flreets  in  the  vicinity 
of  Tophana,  I  faw  a  great  number  of  fheep  coUeded  in  pens  for  fale, 
as  is  the  cuflom  in  England.     This  was  preparatory  to  the  feafl  of 
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the  blrafn  courbam,  when  every  Turk  of  any  rank  or  condition  was 
to  facrificc  a  fhcep,  and,  having  eaten  a  portion  of  it,  to  diftributc 
the  remainder  to  the  poor. 

On  the  rith  the  feftival  of  the  biratn  courbam,  which  has  been  al- 
ready defcribed,  commenced.  As  foon  as  the  new  moon  was  difco- 
vcrcd,  by  men  ftationcd  expr^fsly  for  that  purpofe,  it  was  announced 
to  the  people  by  difcharges  of  artillery,  muflcetry,  &c.  On  this  day 
it  was  lawful  for  the  Turks  to  begin  to  eat  lamb;  and  accordingly  I 
faw  feveral  flocks  of  yoxmg  lambs  driven  into  the  capital. 

On  the  5  th,  advices  were  brought  from  Palermo  of  the  capture  of 
the  Guillaume  Tell,  a  French  line  of  battle  fhip,  by  the  fquadron 
commanded  by  Lord  Nclfon. 

I  pafs  over  the  occurrences  of  the  fucceeding  days,  as  being  of  but 
trifling  import,  and  proceed  to  the  17  th,  when  feveral  of  the  oflicers 
of  the  miflion,  in  the  number  of  whom  I  was  comprehended,  accom- 
panied Lord  Elgin,  the  Britifli  ambaflador,  with  his  band  of  mufic, 
on  board  a  fliip  of  the  line  commanded  by  Ali  Bey,  a  Turkifli  admi- 
ral. During  the  entertainment,  which  was  condudted  in  the  ufual 
Turkifli  flylc,  his  Lordflitp*s  band  continued  to  play  until  ifun^fet, 
when  the  admiral  ordered  the  whole  of  his  crew  to  prayers,  and  in- 
vited  us  to  be  prefent  at  the  ceremony.  It  was  conduded  with  grctf 
folemnity  and  decorum  ;  and  the  ^'arious  gedures,  attitudes  and  prof* 
trations  obfervcd  by  the  Mahometans  at  their  devotion,  were  per- 
formed with  the  utmofl:  regularity  and  preciflon  by  every  individual 
belonging  to  the  crew,  fo  as  to  have  a  very  ftriking  effcA. 

A  firman,  or  written  order  from  the  Sultan,  having  been  procured 
for  that  purpofe,  a  party  was  made  on  the  18  th  to  vifit  the  interior 
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of  the  mofqucs  at  Gonftantinoplc.  The  ornaments  are  extremely 
iimple,  coniifting  principally  of  large  marble  tablets,  on  fome  of  which 
are  infcribed  Arabic  ientences,  and  paflages  from  the  Koran^  while 
on  others  the  names  of  the  Deity,  of  Mahomet,  and  of  his  principal 
dtfciples  and  fucceflbrs,  are  written.  The  domes  are  in  general,  and 
more  particularly  that  of  the  mofque  of  Santa  Sophia,  wrought  in 
mofaic,  which  the  barbarifm  of  the  Turks  has,  however,  in  a  great 
meafure>  defaced:  beneath  them  are  fufpended  great  numbers  of 
coloured  lamps,  interfperfed  with  gilt  ornaments.  Several  leading 
paiTages  of  the  Koran,  before  which  the  Turks  make  genuflexions, 
and  pray  with  great  fervency,  are  hung  up  near  the  pulpit,  behind 
which  is  the  fah^uary.  Adjoining  to  the  great  corridor  there  is  a 
chapel;  and  a  gallery,  appropriated  to  the  women,  furrounds  the 
whole  of  the  interior  of  the  building.  The  nave  is  fupported  by  co- 
lumns of  porphyry,  granite,  &c. 

The  Pacha  of  Nicomedia,  Huflein  Pacha,  on  his  return  to  Gon- 
ftantinoplc from  Ridofto,  whither  he  had. been  fent  fome  time  before 
for  thlB  purpofe  of  difperfing  the  bands  of  robbers  collefted  in  Romelia, 
was  decapitated  on  the  22d.  On  this  occafion  a  remarkable  inflancc 
of  Turkifli  duplicity  occurred.  His  reception  by  the  Kia  ma  kan,  on 
his  reaching  the  capital,  was  highly  flattering ;  and  he  was  invited  by 
him  to  proceed  to  the  Seraglio,  and  there  receive  the  rewards  due  to 
his  good  and  meritorious  condu<fl.  On  his  entering,  however,  the  gate 
of  the  Seraglio,  after  the  Kia  ma  kan  had  laluted  him,  and  wifhed 
him  a  good  morning,  he  was  ieized  by  the  guards,  and  inftantly  de- 
capitated. It  was  reported,  that  he  had  been  guilty  of  (everal  grofs. 
a^s  of  mircondud ;  and  it  was  urged,  among  other  accufations,  that* 
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he  had  not  oppofed  fb  efFcdual  a  reiiftance  to  the  banditti  as  he  might 
have  done ;  and  that  he  had  lened  heavy  contributions  on  the  inha- 
bitants of  Ridofto,  and  of  the  other  towns  of  Romelia. 

On  the  2Gth  General  Koehler^  and  all  the  officers  belonging  to  the 

m 

milSon,  went  in  proceiiion  through  the  flreets  of  Conftantinople  ta 
the  Porte.     Several  horfes  richly  caparifoned^  under  the  charge  of  one 

of  the  Grand  Seignor*s  equerries,  and  led  by  as  many  fais,  or  Turkifli 

» 

grooms,  were,  together  with  a  party  of  janiflaries,  and  other  troops, 

in  waiting  at  the  landing  place  to  condut^  them  to  the  Porte,  on  their 

«  • 

reaching  which,  they  were  prefented  to  the  Reis  Effendi,  Kia  ma  kan, 
and  Kiabey,  each  in  his  particular  apartment.   After  the  ufiial  compli- 

•  * 

ments  had  been  paid  them,  the  General  «nd  Lieutenant-cdlonel  Hoi* 
»  U>way  were  inveiled  with  pelices,  and  the  other  officers  with  beniches, 

or  robes  of  honour.  Embroidered  handkerchiefs,  and  other  prefents, 
were  alio  diftributed.  Having  taken  leave,  they  returned  in  procef* 
iion,  obierving  the  fame  order  as  in  fetting  out.  This  vifit  of  cere* 
mony  had  been  appointed  by  the  Fbrte,  previouily  to  the  departure  of 
the  million  for  Syria,  to  join  the  army  of  the  Grand  Vizier,  for  which 
purpofe  the  detachment  was  under  orders  to  embark  on  board  the 
tranfport. 

On  the  4th  of  June  a  fuperb  fete,  in  honour  of  his  Majeffy's  birth- 
day, was  given  by  Lord  Elgin.  On  this  occafion  all  the  members  of 
the  diplomatic  body,  with  their  families,  were  invited,  and  a  very 
feleA  and  faihionable  party  formed.  In  the  front  of  his  Lord(hip*s 
palace  at  Belgrade,  a  booth  was  fitted  up,  and  the  royal  ftandard  dif-* 
played.  The  awning  and  arenues  leading  to  the  palace  were  fanci- 
fully decorated  with  branches  of  oak,  and  fefloons  of  flowers ;  and  in 
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the  centre  of  the  table^  within  the  tent  or  booths  a  bank  of  flowers 
was  difpofedj  the  top  of  the  tent  itfelf  being  ornamented  with  feftoons 
cf  roie  bc^nch^.  Preciiely  at  three  o'clock  the  dinner,  which  con- 
£fted  of  every  delicacy  the  icaibn -could  iiipplj,  and  the  place  afibcdt 
and  to  f^hich  more  than  an  hundred  perfbns  fat  down,  was  (erved% 
Before  the  deflert  was  placed  on  the  ttiAc,  the  King's  heaith  was  grmt; 
and  on  thb  iignal,  his  Lordflup*s  band  played  God  fave  the  King,  the 
company  joining  in  the  chonn.  This  was  foUowed  by  three  cbeers, 
all  the  guefts  ftanding  up ;  and  next  fucceeded  a  falute  of  twenty* 
one  maroons.  After  dinner  the  company  withdrew  to  tbe  palaoe^ 
where  feverai  feloft  pieces  of  nrafic  were  played  by  the  band ;  and  in 
the  evening  the  country  dances  commenced  beneath  the  tent.  At 
ekren  o'clock  a  cold  collation  was  ferved ;  and  the  entertainment  W9S 
concluded  by  country  dances,  which  were  continued  within  the  pa« 
lace  until  two  in  the  morning,  when  the  company  broke  up,  highly 
gratified  by  the  amufements  of  the  day,  which  were  rendered  ilill 
more  pleafing  by  the  fineneis  and  ferenity  of  the  weather.  Tbe  cEk& 
of  the  dances  beneath  the  tent  was  iingularly  pidurefque. 

Our  departure  for  Syria  having  been  fcrioufly  decided  on  by  the 
Turkifh  government,  the  men  belonging  to  the  million  were  about 
this  time  embarked  on  board  the  tranfport.  The  wind,  however, 
continuing  contrary  for  fome  time,  the  officers  did  not  embark  until 
the  1 3th.  On  our  quitting  Belgrade  for  that  purpofe,  we  were  ac- 
companied to  the  tranfport  by  Lord  and  Lady  Elgin,  who  took  their 
leave  of  iis  in  a  moft  cordial  and  friendly  manner.  All  our  arrange- 
ments having  been  made,  we  waited  for  a  favourable  breeze  only  to 
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fucceed  the  calm  which  prevailed,  and  to  convey  ns  fafely  out  of  the 
harbour. 

Before  I  take  my  leave,  for  the  prefent,  of  the  capital  of  Turkey,  I 
muii:  intrude  upon  the  reader's  patience  to  introduce  an  anecdote 
tending  to  (hew  that  the  Turkifh  empire  has  produced  men  not  defi- 
cient in  judgment  and  acute  penetration,  who,  with  minds  better  cul- 
tivated, would  be  the  boaft  and  ornament  of  any  nation  whatever. 
A  cafe  of  ufury  was  brought  before  the  Grand  Vizier.     A  Turk  had 
lent  to  another  a  fum  of  money  equal  to  a  thoufand  pounds  fterling, 
at  ah  intereft  which  was  immoderate  even  in  this  country,,  wher^  the 
legal  intereft,  in  fbroe  inftances,  amounts  to  twenty  per  cent.     The 
borrower  kept  this  money  in  ufe  during  ten  years,  when  he  refunded 
it  to  the  lender,  but  refu&d  to  pay  the  intereft,  on  the  ground  of  its 
illegality.     The  Grand  Vizier  acknowledged  the  juilice  of  his  plea; 
but  vnth  great  ready  wit,  and  a  nice  difcemment  of  the  cafe,  ordered 
hi  mi  to  lend  to  the  Turk,  whofe  debtor  he  had  been,  without  intereft^ 
an  equal  fum  for  the  fame  fpace  of  time. 
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CHAPTER  VIL 


THE    MISSION    8BT    SAIL    FBOM    CONSTANTINOFtE—- ANCHOR    AT    FRINCBS*' 

ISLANDS VI^IT   TO    ADAM    O6L0U — GREEK   ISLANDS ^DESCRIPTION    OF 

PATMOS STANCHO ^IMMENSB  ORIENTAL  PLANE CYPRUS  :  DESCRIP- 
TION OP  THAT  ISLAND— PLAGUE  OP  LOCUSTS ARRIVAL  AT  JAPPA—- DE- 
SCRIPTION OP  THAT  PLACE  AND  ITS  VIClNITTr 


NOTWITHSTANDING  the  wind  which  had  fyning  up  was 

unfavourable^  luch  was  the  anxiety  exprefled  by  the  Porte  for 

♦ 

the  departure  of  the  miilion,  that  we  were  in  a  manner  obliged  to 
get  under  way  on  the  15th.  We  were  provided  with  firmans  to  the 
different  Pachas  and  Agas  of  the  iflands  at  which  we  might  have  oc- 
caiion  to  touch,  with  inftruAions  to  afford  us  every  poflible  affiftance^ 
and  to  furniih  fuch  fupplies  as  might  tend  to  facilitate  the  object  of 
our  voyage. 

At  half  paft  ten  in  the  morning  we  weighed  anchor^  and  failed 
from  the  harbour  of  Conftantinople ;  but,  the  wind  falling  off,  could 
not  proceed  further  than  Princes*  Iflands.  At  three  in  the  afternoon 
we  anchored  between  Antigone  and  Ktrka,  which  form  a  part  of  the 
group>  and  are  fituated  at  a  fmall  diflance  (eight  or  ten  miles)  from  the 
Seven  Towers.  In  the  vicinity  of  the  fafe  and  commodious  harbour 
in  which  we  lay,  at  the  back  part  of  the  iiland  of  Antigone,  we  per- 
ceived a  iinall  village,  inhabited  entirely  by  Greeks.     This  was  an  ini- 
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ducement  to  us  to  go  on  ihorc  in  the  evening,  when  we  found  the 
heat  extremely  oppreffive. 

On  the  1 0th,  the  wind  having  fliifted  to  the  northward,  we  weighed 
anchor,  and  failed  with  a  frclh  breeze,  which  continuing  to  favour  us, 
we  defcried  Gallipoli,  at  nine  in  the  morning  of  the  1 7th,  and  by 
eleven  o'cfcx:k  were  paft  that  town*  We  (aw  the  wreck  of  a  Turkt(h 
man  of  war,  which  had  been  caft  away  fbme  time  'before,  lying  in 
the  b^y .  At  half  pad:  one  we  anchored  oppoiite  to  Mito,  and  clofc 
in  with  Abydos,  in  the  Dardanelles.  We  were  to  remain  there  two 
days,  to  take  on  board  our  (lock,  and  other  neceflaries  for  the  voyage. 
An  Engliih  merchantman^  the  Soutfawold,  aa  her  way  to  E^glandt 
anchored  near  us  in  the  afternoon ;  at  which  time  the  ion  of  the  con*^ 
iiil  of  Chennecally  came  on  board,  and  informed  us^  that  an  impc* 
rial  (hip  from  Alexandria,  having  the  plague  on  board,  was  at  anchor 
on  the  other  (ide  of  Chennecally.  The  captain  and  (everal  of  the 
crew  having  already  fallen  vidims  to  that  di(ea(e,  every  coomiunica* 
tion  between  the  ydSkl  and  the  (hore  had  been  cut  off. 

On  the  18th  we  paid  a  vifit  to  Adam  Oglou,  who  was  then  at 
Chennecally,  by  whom  we  were  invited  to  dine  on  the  following  day. 
In  the  evening  a  Tartar  arrived  with  difpatches  from  Lord  Elgin  to 
the  general. 

On  the  iQth,  agreeably  to  our  invitation,  we  (et  out  on  our  vifit  to 
Adam  Oglou,  the  general  and  a  part  of  the  officers  proceeding  thither 
by  water,  and  the  others  on  horfcs  richly  capariJbned,  which  the  ^cj 
had  fent  for  our  accommodation.  We  met  with  a  very  polite  recep- 
tion ;  and  ihortly  after  our  arrival  pipes  and  coffee  were,  as  ufual. 
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prefcnted  to  us.  The  dinner,  which  was  {tmilar  to  tho/e  I  have  al- 
ready defcribed,  and  in  the  courie  of  which  wine  was  handed  to  us, 
was  fcrved  about  noon.  It  confiiled  of  fifteen  diihes,  which  prefented 
a  great  variety  of  Turkifli  cookery,  and  the  laft  of  which  was,  ac- 
cording to  cuilom,  a  mefs  of  pilaw.  Before  we  fat  down  to  dinner^ 
and  after  the  fepaft  was  concluded,  fbap  and  water  were  brought  to 
us,  to  wafh  our  bands :  this  is  a  point  of  clcanlinefs  which  the  Turk^ 
never  t^gleft. 

Pipes  and  coficc  having  been  again  brought  in,  a  party  of  Turkifli 
wrefllcrs,  about  fourteen  or  fixteen  in  number,  naked,  and  bcfmcared 
with  oil,  according  to  the  ufage  of  the  country,  exhibited  in  front  of 
the  Bey*s  houfe.  Before  they  commenced,  a  herald  proclaimed  the 
combat,  defcribing  the  opponents^  and  expatiating  on  their  fkill  in 
wrefUing.  *  This  amufement,  to  which  the  Turks  arc  very  much  at- 
tached, reqtxires  in  the  performance  a  great  fhare  of  flrength  and  ad- 
drefs.  As  fbon  as  one  of  the  combatants  had  thrown  his  adverfary 
on  his  back,  he  received  from  Adam  Oglou  a  prefent  of  ten  piailres. 

Wc  fhiid  with  the  Bey  till  near  four  o'clock,  when  we  took  our  leave, 

« 

and  proceeded  to  the  beach  near  Abydos,  whence  we  went  on  board 

the  tranfport. 

During  our  flay,  Mrs.  Koehler  was  in  the  Harem.  We  learned 
from  her  that  Adam  Oglou's  wife  was  very  richly  drefTed,  and  carried 
about  her  a  profufion  of  diamonds.  Mrs.  Koehler  was  attended  by 
the  wives  and  female  relatives  of  the  conful. 

During  the  night  it  blew  a  ftrong  gale  from  the  ibuthward,  with 
tlmnder^  %htnic^,  and  heavy  fhowers  of  rain.  At  eight  o'clock  in 
the  mornmg  of  the  20th,  we  got  undcf  way,  and  failed  firom  the 
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Dardanelles,  faluting  the  forts  as  we  paffed,  and  receiving  from  them 
in  return  a  like  number  of  guns.  A  frc(h  breeze  fpringing  up  from 
the  north-weft,  we  paffed  the  loweft  fort,  Koum  Kali,  between  niiie 
and  ten  o'clock;  and  by  half  paft  eleven  were  oppofite  the  caftlc 
fituated  in  the  ifland  of  Tenedos.  At  half  paft  fix  in  the  evening  we 
paffed  the  ifland  of  Mitylene,  amidft  a  fmart  fquall  of  wind  and  rain: 
at  that  time  the  iflands  of  Scio  and  Nicaria  were  in  fight.  The  effcA 
of  the  fctting  fun  was  extremely  fine,  the  rays,  which  were  of  a  beau- 
tiful roie  colour,  rcicmbling  thofe  we  had  on  a  former  occafion  no- 
ticed off  Sicily. 

During  the  night  we  paffed  the  ifland  of  Ipfera ;  and  by  fcven  in 
the  morning  of  the  2lft  were  off  the  iflands  of  Scio  and  Nicaria,  hav- 
ing Samos  in  our  view.  By  noon  we  had  paffed  Nicaria,  a  wretched 
ifland,  which  affords  nothing  but  wood  for  charcoal,  to  its  half  civi- 
lized inhabitants,  who  refide  in  caves.  At  two  in  the  afternoon 
we  paffed  Samos  and  the  Fournis  Iflands :  the  former  is  in  one  part 
extremely  lofty,  infomuch  tljat  it  is  confidered  by  fbme  to  have  an 
elevation  almoft  equal  to  that  of  Gibraltar.  At  the  above  hour  the 
ifland  of  Patmos  was  in  fight,  diftant  from  ten  to  twelve  leagues. 
Being  ftill  favoured  by  a  ftrong  breeze  from  the  north-eaft,  we  were 
off  the  harbour  of  that  ifland  between  five  and  fix  o'clock  in  the 
evening ;  but,  being  obliged  to  make  fi^veral  tacks  in  going  m,  did  not 
come  to  an  anchor  till  an  hour  after. 

Patmos  has  an  excellent  harbour ;  and  the  town  being  fituated  on 
the  loftieft  part  of  the  ifland,  makes  a  pretty  appearance  in  entering. 
The  houies  being  conftmdted  of  a  white  fi-ee-ftone,  have  a  pecultariy 
neat  afped^  very  different  fropi  what  we  had  hitherto  feen  in  this 
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quarter  of  the  globe-  It  has  been  calcuktcd  that  the  town  has  an 
ckratiott  of  nearly  five  hundred  feet  above  the  level  of  the  fca.  In 
its  centre  is  a  large  convent  dedicated  to  St.  John  the  evangelift, 
who  was  banifhcd  to  this  ifland.  It  was  here  that  he  wrote  the 
Revelations ;  and  after  we  had  landed,  we  faw,  in  walking  to  the 
fummit  of  the  hill,  the  grotto  in  which  he  is  faid  to  have  compofed 
them.  We  next  vifited  the  convent,  which  has  a  r^fidcnt  bilhop, 
with  a  considerable  number  of  monks,  and  in  which  is  a  college  for 
the  education  of  the  young  men  of  the  Greek  perfuafion.  Over  the 
gateway  of  the  entrance  are  three  large  bells ;  and  the  chapel  within 
has  a  neat  mofaic  pavement.  In  afcending  the  ifland  the  road  winds 
confideraUy,  and  prefents  otherwifc  great  difficulties,  infomuch  that 
it  cofy.  us  no  little  labour  to  reach  the  funjmit.  In  thofe  parts  of 
the  ifland  which  the  inhabitants  were  able  to  cultivate,  we  faw  fe- 
vcral  fmall  fields,  or  patches  of  corn,  banked  up  with  ftoncs  to  pre- 
vent the  foil  from  being  wafhed  away  by  the  rains :  it  appeared, 
however^  that  it  was  capable  of  producing  but  an  inconfiderable 
quantity  of  grain. 

The  town,  which  contains  about  two  hundred  houfe^,  all  of  them 
provided  with  balconies,  is,  as  well  as  the  reft  of  the  ifland,  inha* 
bited  exclufiveiy  by  Greeks.  The  women  are  to  the  men  in  the 
proportion  of  fiv«  to  ooe.  They  are  pretty ;  and  wear  on  their 
Iieads  a  hi^  turban  of  a  peculiar  form,  made  of  white  crape,  a  nar- 
Tow  flip  of  whidi  falls  down  behind,  and  nearly  reaches  the  ground. 
The  inhabitants  piiocure  flieep  and  cattle  from  the  neighbouring 
iflands,  their  own  being  ib  barren  as  to  mike  but  a  fcanty  return 
to  the  labow  and  induftry  they  beftow  upon  it.     It  was  very  late 
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before  we  returned  to  the  tranfport,  extremely  wearied  with  our 
evening's  cxcurfion,  and  highly  pleafed,  at  the  fame  time,  at  the  op- 
portunity which  had  been  afforded  us  to  land  on  fo  celebrated  a  fpot. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  22d  we  weighed  anchor,  and  failed 
with  a  fteady  and  favourable  wind  at  north-weft,  which,  at  a  quarter 
before  three  in  the  afternoon,  conveyed  us  to  our  anchorage  off 
Stancho,  a  very  beautiful  and  fertile  iiland,  abounding  in  corn,  fruits, 
and  vegetables.  Among  the  fruits  which  were  in  ieafon,  we  law, 
on  our  landing,  grapes,  figs,  lemons  and  oranges  in  abundance.  We 
alfb  met  with  capers,  which  grew  wild,  and  required  no  culture. 
Over  the  plains  numerous  flocks  and  herds  were  difperied. 

After  the  ufual  ceremony  of  fainting  the  fort,  wc  waited  on  the 
governor,  who  with  great  civility  fent  a  perfbn  to  accompany  us  to 
the  gardens,  in  which  we  had  a  very  agreeable  walk,  and  were 
condudcd  thence  to  the  houfe  of  the  late  Capitan  Pacha,  the  great 
HafTan  Pacha.  In  pafling  through  the  town,  wc  faw  feveral  frag- 
ments of  antique  flatues  and  columns.  The  inhabitants  confift 
partly  of  Turks,  and  partly  of  Greeks. 

We  were  highly  gratified  by  the  view  of  a  beautiful  oriental  plane 
tree  of  furprifing  dimenfions,  fituated  near  the  entrance  of  the  fort, 
and  overfliadowing  a  large  traA  of  ground.  From  the  outfide  of  its 
branches  to  the  oppofite  fide,  it  meafured  an  hundred  and  twenty- 
nine  feet ;  and  its  trunk  was  thirty- four  feet  in  circumference^  Its 
enormous  branches  were  fupported  by  large  and  beautiful  columns 
of  marble  and  granite,  about  twenty  in  number,  which  had  been 
brought  purpofely  thither;  and  beneath  its  fhade  was  the  tomb  of 
a  Turkifh  faint,  together  with  a  fountain^  and  Turkifh  coffec-houfea. 
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On  the  23d,  at  four  in  the  morning,  we  failed  from  Stancho,  with 
a  frelh  breeze  from  the  north-weft,  for  Rhodes,  which  we  defcricd 

« 

at  half  paft  fix.  At  nine  we  were  becalmed ;  but  the  wind  again 
fpringing  up  at  noon,  we  came  to  an  anchor  off  that  ifland  at  fix  in 
the  evening.  Its  appearance  from  the  water  was  very  pleafing ;  but 
we  did  not  land. 

We  failed  on  the  following  morning  at  feven  o'clock,  with  the 
wind  at  weft  ;  and  at  two  in  the  afternoon  iaw  feveral  brigs  ahead 
of  us,  fteering  in  the  direftion  of  li^odes.  On  one  of  them  ap- 
proaching us,  wx  hoifted  our  colours,  and  were  anfwcred  by  the  im- 
perial flag. 

On  the  25th  we  had  light  winds  from  the  Ibuth-eaft,  the  weather 
being  at  the  iame  time  extremely  warm.  We  expedled  to  make 
Cyprus  in  the  courle  of  the  day,  but  were  difappointed.  When  the 
evening  came  on,  we  had  nearly  loft  fight  of  the  land,  which  we 
afterwards  contrived  to  approach,  and  pafled  Cafifcl  de  Rofo  during 
the  night. 

On  the  morning  of  the  .20th  the  land  was  out  of  fight,  and  we 
were  nearly  becalbicd  ;  but  a  gentle  north- weft  breeze  fpringing  up 
at  noon,  we  were  fliortly  after  enabled  to  defcry  the  land,  which 
was,  however,  at  a  great  diftance  from  us.  In  the  couric  of  the 
afternoon  we  iaw  feveral  ftrange  fail,  one  of  which,  an  Englilh 
fnow,  bound  to  Rhodes,  hoifted  her  colours.  At  five  o'clock  wc 
perceived  the  low  land  of  Cyprus. 

At  eight  in  tlie  morning  of  the  27th,  we  were  dole  in  with  Cape 
Biancho,  fteering  with  a  light  breeze  for  Limcfol,  in  Cyprus:  at 
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noon  we  came  to  anchor  in  ieyea  fathom  water  off  that  place,  which 
had  a  pleating  appearance  from  the  fhip.  We  were  informed  that 
the  inhabitants  of  LimeibLwere  free  from  the  plague;  but  that  at 
Nicofky  fituated  in  another  part  of  the  ifland^  it  was  then  making 
great  ravages^  infbmuch  that  fifty  individuals  periibed  daily.  It  was 
agreed  that  we  fhould  make  a  ihort  flay  here,  to  take  in  ballaft^  and 
recruit  our  ftock  of  provifions. 

On  the  28th  we  went  on  fhore  early^  and  paid  a  morning*s  vifit 
to  the  conful  of  Limefol,  Signor  Demetrio  Nicok>  Frankuli.  with 
whom  we  dined,  and  afterwards  walked  in  the  town.  The  houfes 
are  white,  and  flat-roofed,  being  built  of  clay  and  fbaw,  intermixed 
with  ftones.  Withinfide,  the  ceilings  of  the  apartments  are  arched 
and  loft|r,  to  render  them  as  cool  as  poflible.  The  iniiabitants  con- 
fift  chiefly  of  Turks  and  Greeks.  The  appearance  of  the  part  of 
the  ifland  in  which  Limefbl  is  fituated,  was,  at  the  time  we  were 
there,  fomewhat  dreary :  this,  we  were  told,  had  been  oocafioned  by 
the  dreadful  havoc  made  by  the  locufls  fome  weeks  before,  at  which 
time,  we  were  afl!ured  by  the  con&l,  thefe  devouring  ififbds  were 
(hewed  on  the  ground,  in  fome  places,  nearly  a  foot  thick.  They 
had  eaten  the  foliage  of  the  orange  and  lemon  trees,  and  had  de- 
flroyed  all  the  herbage  in  the  vicinity  of  LimefbL  In  certain  years 
they  rifit  the  ifland  at  a  ftated  period,  to  renew  their  dcftru^vc 
nrvages. 

The  fhrub  which  bears  the  caper  grows  wild  at  Cyprus,  a^d  has 
a  very  pretty  bloflbifi.  Among  other  vegetable  praduAkms,  we  few 
medzanes,  okers,  cucumbers,  gourds,  and  melons^  the  three  latter 
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extremely  large,  ProvifionSy  vegetables,  frmte^  and  wine,  which  are 
in  general  fold  at  a  very^ftioderate  price  in  this  ifland,  were  become 
dear  on  account  of  the  harock  which  the  locufts  had  made.  Cyprus 
wine  of  a  good  quality  coil  ns  from  four  to  five  piaftrcs  the  meafure^ 
which  contains  eight  okes^  or  nearly  dcren  Engliih  quarts. 

After  having  paid  a  vifit  to  the  Aga^  who  made  us  a*  preient  of 
Several  ihcep,  we  purchsied  the  di£^erent  articles  of  which  we  had 
need,  suid  among  others  a  good  ftore  of  green  almonds  and  apricots, 
the  former  of  which,  as  well  as  mulberries,  grow  wild  in  abundance* 
During  our  fl'ay  at  Limefi)!,  wb  were  incommoded  by  the  exceifive 
heat,  which  waa  augmented  by  the  refle&ion  of  the  fun  from  the 
white  buildingSr  In  returning  to  the  tsanfport  in  the  evening,  we 
met  with  the  captain  of  a  veflH  who  had  left  Jaffa,  the  place  of  our 
4eftination,  three  days  before,  and  who  had  ieen  there,  at  the  time 
<rf  his  departure^  Sir  Sydney  Srmtfa,  and  the  Capitan;  Pacfaa.  We 
al£>  fell  in  with  a  confidctable  number  of  Turiis,  who  had  deferted 
from  thf;  army  of  the  Grand  Vizier  at  Jaffii,  and  were  on  their  way 
to  Conft^tipople. 

We  weighed  anchor,  and  bore  away  on  the  following  morning 
at  half  paft  eleven,  with  a  ibuth-weft  wind;  and  on  the  soth,  at 
noon^  found,  by  our  dead  reckoning,  that  we  had  run  a  hundred  and 
thxee  miles  fmce  our  departwiie  from  Ldmefi>l>  in  the  fpace  of  fome* 
what  more  than,  twenty-four  hours.  We  were  then  in  the  latitude 
of  32  dogreee,  *0  miwHes,  and  without  fight  of  land.  During  th« 
nijght  the  wind  was  icanty  ;  and  thia  gccafioned  us  to  experience  a 
Ycry  unjplcaiaat  moti9n  fsop»  the  ic^ling  of  the  tranfpoct. 
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On  the  1  (l  of  July  an  obfcrvation  wzb  taken  at  noon,  and  wc 
found  ourfclvcs  in  the  latitude  of  3 1  degrees,  28  minutes.  The  fea* 
men  at  the  maft-hcad  fancied  they  could  perceive  the  land  on  our 
(larboard  bow,  in  confequence  of  which  we  ihaped  our  courfe  to 
the  fouth-eaft.  In  a  little  time  the  land  was  fcen  diftinftly ;  but 
our  pilot  was  utterly  at  a  lofs  to  conjedure  where  we  were.  It  was 
fufpei^ed,  howcvert  that  we  were  below  Gaza ; .  and  that  the  land 
defcried  was  Afcalon,  Wc  in  confequence  hauled  up  to  the  north- 
eaft  at  (ix  in  the  evening. 

On  the  morning  of-  the  2d,  our  pilot  was  ftill  in  the  fame  ftatc  of 
incertitude  as  to  our  abfolute  fituation ;  but  on  a  luppofition  that  wc 
were  too  far  to  the  fouthward,  our  courfe  was  fomewhat  altered. 
At  feven  o'clock  wc  faw  a  ftrange  lail ;  and  at  ten  defcried  feveral 
others  at  anchor  off  Jaffa,  which  was  now  diftinAly  in  our  view. 
At  a  quarter  paft  one,  we  anchored  off  that  p!lace,  in  fifteen  fathom 
water ;  and  found  lying  there  twenty  vcflels  of  different  burdens, 
chiefly  RuffiaUj  but  none  of  them  Englilh.  Wc  faw  the  Grand 
Vizier's  encampment  diftributed  in  the  outfkirts  of  the  town,  which 
(lands  on  a  circular  eminence  cloie  to  the  fea  (hore.  The  houfes 
are  white,  and  arc  all  of  them  providfed  with  domes  and  fquafc 
towcfrs.  The  colours  of  the  different  nations  were  flyittg  over  the 
hpufes  pf  ihc  coiifuls*  The  fail  in  the  viciixity  of  Jaffa  is  (andy,  ^nd 
preffcnts  ,a-. dreary  and  forlorn  afpeft.  I  fhall  havte  occafion  Very 
&ortly.to  enter  .into  fotnq  particular  and  intercfting  details  relative 
both  to  the. town  and  to  the  furrounding. country .  Wc  landed  in 
the  evening,  and  proceeded  to.  the  houfe  iof  the  Britilh  Conful,  where 
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wc  found  Mr.  Moricr,  fccretary  to  Lord  Elgin,  with  whom  wc 
took  up  our  immediate  abode.  We  were  now  debarked  on  the 
Syrian  coaft,  to  be  the  fpcdators  of  great  military  events,  in 
which  we  were  ourfelves  to  be  engaged ;  and  that  in  a  country  on 
which  hiftoryi  both  {acred  and  profane^  has  conferred  the  higheft  ce- 
lebrity. 
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CHAPTER   VIII. 

■ 

JUNCTION    WITH     tHE     GRAND     VIZtER ALARMING    INFORMATION    CON- 

6BANTNG  THB  6REAKIN<&  OOT  OV  THB  FLAOtrfi"— BNCAMJPMBNT  NEAR 
JAPPA— DANGERS  AND    INCONVENIENCIES  OP  THIS  SITUATION — :IKTS]> 

LIGENCE    RECEIVED    OF    THE   ASSASSIKATION    OF   GENERAL    KLEBBR 

TURKISH  ARTILLERY AMUSEMENT  OP    DJERID ENCAMPMENT  OP  THE 

MISSION TURKISH  OFFICERS  OF    STATE CHARACTER    OF  THE    GRAND 

VIZIER;    OP  THE    REIS    EPPENDI — DESCRIPTION    OP   JAFFA STORMING 

OP  THAT  PLACE    BY    THE    FRENCH INHUMAN    CONDUCT   ASCRIBED    BY 

THE    TURKS    TO    BONAPABTE WARM    BATH    IN   THE   CAMP ^ERUPTIVE 

'      COMPLAINT ^ANECDOTE  EVINCING  THE  EXTREME  IGNORANCE  OF  THE 

TURKS  IN  MATTERS  OF  SCIENCE INSURRECTION  AT  NAB  LOUS UN- 
DISCIPLINED AND  DISORDERLY    STATE    OF    THE    TURKISH    SOLDIERY 

SCENE    OP    THE    MASSACRE    COMMITTED    ON    THEIR    CAPTIVES  BY  THE 

FRENCH MILITARY  EXERCISE    OF    THE    TURKS PLAGUE  BREAKS  OUT 

AMONG    THE    MAMELUKES RUSSIAN    AGENT    AT   JAFFA    DIES    OF    THE 

PLAGUE REVIEW     OF    THE    TURKISH    ARMY PLAGUE    CONTINUES    TOT 

RAGE  AMONG  THE   MAMELUKES DESCRIPTION    OF    AN  ARAB  VILLAGE, 

AND  ITS  INHABITANTS FIRST  STONE  LAID  OF  THE  NEW  FORTIFICA- 
TION AT  JAFFA— DISSECTION  OP  A  CAMBLION MAMELUKE  CHIEFS  DIE 

OF   THE    PLAGUE INSOLENCE    OF    THE    ARNAUTS,    AND    WEAKNESS  OF 

THE   TURKISH    GOVERNMENT EGYPTIAN   JUGGLERS CAMP    INFESTED 

BY    LARGE    PACKS    OF   JACKALS DESERTION    OF   ARNAUTS ACCOUNT 

OF  THE  DEHLIS. 

# 

¥7*  ARLY  on  the  following  morning,  July  3d,  the  Grand  Vizier 
"^^  having  lent  horfes  from  his  camp  for  our  accommodation,  we 

m 

paid  a  vifit  to  his  Highnefs,  and  another  to  the  Reis  EfFendi.  From 
each  of  them  we  met  with  a  very  polite  and  friendly  reception ;  and, 
the  general  having  been  invefted  with  a  pelicc,  orders  were  imme- 
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diately  given  to  pitch  tents  for  our  officers  and  men.  A  Tiirkifh 
mikmcndar^  or  provider,  appointed  by  his  Highnefs  the  Grand 
Vizier,  v^aitcd  on  General  Koehler  to  receive  his  orders  and  inftruc- 
tions  relative  to  the  encampment  of  the  miffion,  and  the  proviiions 
which  would  be  requifite  for  them.  A  choarbagis,  or  colonel  of 
Janiflaries,  and  fome  of  his  people,  were  alio  attached^to  the  miffion. 

.  We  found  the  Turkifli  troops  encamped  in  the  mofl  confufed  and 
irregular  manner,  without  any  order  in  the  portions  they  occupied^ 
each  individual  having  pitched  his  tent  on  the  fpot  which  was  moft 
agreeable  to  his  inclination.  The  only  regulation  that  (ecmed  to 
border  ibmewhat  on  fyilem  was,  that  each  Pacha,  or  military  go« 
vemor,  was  furrounded  by  his  own  men.  The  encampment  was  on 
a  white  fandy  foil ;  and  I  obierved  a  confidemble  number  of  tents 
converted  into  cook's  (hops,  while  others  were  fet  afide  for  the  falc 
of  various  commodities,  particularly  coffee  and  tobacco,  of  which^ 
among  the  Turks,  there  is  a  great  and  conftant  confumption.  This 
traffic. in  the  camps  is  for  the  greater  part  carried  on  by  Janil^ries, 
The  troops  were  fprcad  over  a  very  confidcrable  extent  of  ground. 

On  a  foil  fimilar  to  that  which  I  have  defcribcd,  the  heat,  in  the 
month  of  July,  could  not  be  otherwife  than  very  oppreffive  in  fuch 
a  climate  as  that  of  Syria :  we  accordingly  found,  on  our  landing 
from  the  tranfport,  a  very  fcniiblc  alteration  in  that  refpcft.  From 
the  fame  caufe  we  felt  alfo  a  painful  fcnfation  in  the  eyes,  which 
will  not  be  deemed  extraordinary,  when  it  is  confidcred  that,  during 
the  fummer  fblflice,  the  natives  themfelves  arc  in  general  fubjcft  to 
violent  ophthalmies. 

On  the  morning  which  followed  our  debarkation,  our  feelings 


iM  TRAVELS  IN  ASIATIC  TURKEY, 

were  ftrongly  excited  by  the  information  we  received  that  an  indi- 
vidual,  dwelling  under  the  fame  roof  with  ourfelves,  laboured  under 
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the  plague,  by  which  he  had  been  attacked  about  ten  days.  At  fo 
remote  a  diftance  from  our  relatives,  from  every  objeA  of  our  ten- 
dereft  folicitude,  our  fenfations>  when  this  intelligence  was  imparted 
to  us,  can  be  better  felt  than  defcribed.  No  fboner  were  we  em- 
barked in  a  fervice  which  obliged  us  to  maintain  a  ftritft  and  con- 
ftant  intercourfe  with  the  Turks,  who,  from  a  variety  of  concomi- 
tant caufes,  which  I  (hall  hereafter  have  occafion  to  explain,  are 
inceflantly  expofed  to  the  ravages  of  this  devaftating  fcourge ; — no 
fooner  were  we  landed  in  the  midft.  of  the  Turkifli  encampment, 
than  we  began  to  breathe  the  peftilential  miafmata  which  hovered 
in  the  atmofphere  of  our  abode.  Thofc  only  whom  their  duty  has 
fevered  from  their  deareft  connections,  and  who,  in  diftant  regions, 
have  had  to  encounter  perils  more  imminent  than  thoie  which  refult 
from  the  murderous  weapon  of  the  adverfary,  can  duly  eflimate  the 
lad  reckoning  of  our  feelings  and  fenfations. 

Signor  Boieri,  phyfician  to  the  Grand  Vizier,  afforded  me  fome 
confojation  at  our  meeting,  by  the  affurance  he  gave  me  that  the 
camp  was  at  that  time  in  a  tolerably,  healthy  flatc,  the  prevailing 
difeafes  being  bilious  fevers,  which  did  not  terminate  fatally.  He 
obferved,  that  the  plague  had  recently  manifefled  itfelf  in  a  few  in- 
fiances  only,  and  thofe  of  the  mildefl  nature,  which  had  yielded  to 
the  remedies  adminiflered. 

The  fituation  which  Jiad  been  chofcn  for  the  camp  manifefled  an 
incredible  degtee  of  ignorance  and  imprudence  on  the  part  of  thofe 
who  had  been  entrufled  with  the  marking  out  of  the  ground :  being 
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placed  to  leeward  of  the  town,  the  fea  breeze,  which  conftantly  pre- 
vailed during  the  day  time,  diftributed  to  every  part  of  it  the  putrid 
noxious  effluvia  which  the  ftreets  of  Jaffa  produced.  The  tents 
were  abfblutely  pitched  among  the  abodes  of  the  dead ;  and  the  ^ 
bodies  of  thoie  who  had  been  interred  were  in  general  fo  fuperficially 
covered  over  by  the  earth,  that  the  putrid  exhalations  which  were 
thus  generated  werb  intolerable  to  the  paflenger,  and  mull:  have 
been  as  baneful  as  diigufting  to  thofe  who  were  conftantly  expofed 
to  them.  To  complete  the  horrors  of  this  fcene  of  filth  and  depra* 
rity,  the  carcaifes  of  dead  animals,  fuch  as  camels,  horfes,  and  aflcs, 
were  fcattered  in  great  abundance  among  the  tents,  to  corrupt  and 
moulder  away,  without  giving  the  fmalleft  concern,  or  apparently 
offering  any  kind  of  molefhition  to  the  Turkifh  foldiery.  It  will 
not  be  furprifing,  in  the  fequel,  to  find  them  very  fickly,  unlefs  we 
could  fuppofe  that  their  mode  of  living,  and  the.  air  which  they  have 
been  accuftomed  to  infpire,  fliould  have  rendered  their  temperament 
unfufceptible  to  the  operation  of  fuch  baneful  caufes. 
.  On  the  fubjed  of  the  plague,  Sonini  is  of  opinion  that  it  is  not 
endemic  in  Egypt  and  Syria ;  but  that,  whenever  it  has  raged  in 
the  capital  of  Turkey,  it  has  been  brought  thither  from  other  parts 
of  the  Turkifh  empire,  properly  fo  called,  that  is,  from  the  neigh- 
bouring provinces.  Without  entering,  on  this  occaiion,  into  a  dif- 
pute  which  would  require  a  long  fcries  of  obfervations  to  decide,  I 
fhall  confine  myfelf  to  the  mention  of  a  fad  which  flrongly  militates 
againfl .  this  opinion,  namely,  that  fince  the  communication  with 
Egypt  has  been  intercepted,  Conftantinople  has  been  almoft  entirely 
free  from  the  plague. 

R  2  . 
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Mr,  Wright,  of  his  Majcfty*s  (hip  Lc  Tigrc,  arrived  at  Jaffa  late 
in  the  evening  from  Cairo,  to<  >vhich  place  he  had  gone  vnth  d\£^ 
patches,  and  had  paiTed  twelve  days  on  his  route.  He  brought  in- 
telligence of  the  aifaffination  of  General  Kleber ;  of  Menou,  who 
had  turned  Mahonimedan,  and  taken  the  name  of  Abdallah,  having 
iucceeded  to  the  command  of  the  French  forces ;  and  of  the  fitua- 
tion  of  Mourad  Bey,  who  had  rejoinied  his  camp.  He  reprefented 
the  new  French  conunandcr  in  chief,  Menou,  as  making  every  pre- 
paration to  oppofe  a  vigorous  reiiftance ;  and  defcribed  the  French 
troops,  who  were  extremely  ezafperated  at  the  death  of  General 
Kleber,  as  being  in  excellent  hqalth  and  fpirits.  They  were  clothed 
in  red ;  they  did  not  lie  in  tents ;  and  were  become  very  hardy,  and 
well  inured  to  the  climate.  The  French  had  eflablilhed  a  corps  of 
troops,  mounted  on  dromedaries,  of  which  thcj  formed  a-breail*' 
vfork,  when  expoied  to  the  enemy's  fire.  In  this  cafe  the  French 
ibldiers  difmounted  from  them,  tied  one  of  the  foit  legs,  and  placed 
themfelves  under  flielter,  in  the  rear  of  the  animals*  From  eight 
hundred  to  a  thoufand  of  the  French  troops  were  thus  mounted, 
and  did  great  execution  when  oppofed  to  the  Tuiks. 

Mr.  Morier  failed  on  the  evening  of  the  7th,  in  the  New  Adven- 
ture tranfport,  for  Cyprus,  on  his  way  to  Conftantinople.  The  re- 
turn of  the  tranfport,  which  was  to  take  in  wood  and  water  atLar- 
lieca,  was  to  be  expeded  in  the  courfe  of  eight  or  ten  days. 

On  the  morning  of  the  Sth,  an  Engliib  gun^boat,  commanded  by 
a  lieutenant,  arrived  from  Kbodes,  and  anchored  off  Jaf^.  We 
were  informed  by  her  commander,  that  the  velocity  of  the  current 
of  the  Nile  (which  began  to  rife  about  the  middle  of  the  kft  month) 
into  the  ocean,  was  at  leafl  equal  to  four  miles  an  hour. 
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On  the  Qth,  at  five  in  the  morning,  we  accompanied  the  general 
*to  the  ground  occupied  by  the  Turkifli  artillery:  we  found  the 
Vizier  there,  attended  by  his  principal  officers,  and  a  band  of  mufi- 
cians.  A  good  pradice  was  made  with  the  field-pieces  and  howit- 
zers ;  and  the  target  was  beaten  down  by  a  topgis,  or  Turkifh  gun- 
ner, who  received  from  the  Grand  Vizier  a  prelent  of  fcveral  fequins. 
On  the  return  of  his  Highnefs  to  his  tent,  he  partook  of  the  amule- 
ment  of  a  djerid  party,  which  I  have  already  explained  to  confift  of 
&Tcral  combatants,  mounted,  and  armed  with  long  flicks,  or  wands. 
Thcfc  they  dart  at  each  other  with  great  dexterity,  checking  their 
horfes  while  on  full  fpeed,  each  Wilfully  avoiding  the  flroke  his  ad* 
verfary  aims  at  him.  In  this  military  fport,  or  exercife,  the  Grand 
Visaer  difplayed  great  addrefs  and  good  horfemanfhip ;  while  fcveral 
Mamelukes  and  Turks  were  galloping  round  the  field,  and  amufing 
tbemfetves  in  the  fame  manner. 

On  this  day  we  were  encamped  with  the  Turkifh  army,  all  the 
neceflary  preparations  having  been  made  to  that  efFe^.  Our  tents 
were  very  agreeably  pitched  in  the  midfl  of  gardens  filled  with  orange, 
lemon,  pomegranate,  fig,  and  mulberry  trees :  on  the  whole,  indeed, 
our  fituation  was  very  eligible,  and  contiguous  to  a  well  of  excellent 
water.  We  were,  however,  but  indifferently  fupplicd  with  vege- 
tables, which  confifl:ed  merely  of  a  few  gourds,  ockres,  and  cucum- 
bers ;  but  we  had  plenty  of  excellent  mutton  and  poultry.  Our  pro- 
vifions  were  fumifhed  by  the  Grand  Vizier ;  and,  in  addition  to  the 
mikmends^r,  or  provider,  I  have  already  noticed,  a  bayradar,  or 
fhmdard-bearer,  together  with  a  party  of  Janiflaries,  commanded  by 
a  colonel,  were  attached  to  the  miflion,  and  encamped  with  it. 
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After  having  amufed  himfclf^  as  I  have  defcribed,  the  Grrand  Vizier 
infpeded  our  men^  who  were  drawn  up  in  readinefs  to  receive  him, 
and  who  went  through  the  manual  exercife  to  his  entire  fatisfad;ion. 
From  the  information  I  could  colled,  it  appeared,  that  the  Turkiflx 
forces  in  the  encampment  confifted  of  about  fifteen  thousand  fight- 
ing men.  It  was  expefted  that  the  Mamelukes,  feveral  hundreds 
of  whom  were  already  attached  to  the  Turkifli  army,  would  furnifh 
a  very  confiderable  augmentation. 

The  principal  olSBcers  of  the  Porte  at  the  encampment  were  the 
Grand  Vizier,  the  Kiabey,  or  Vizier*s  lieutenant,  who  tranfadb  the 
affairs  of  the  home  department,  the  Tefterdar,  or  treafiirer,  and  the 
Reis  EfFendi,  or  iecretary  of  ftate  for  foreign  affairs.     A  concife  ac« 
count  of  the  Vizier,  andof  the  Reis  Effendi,  the  moil  diftinguifhed 
of  thefe  perfbnages,  will  probably  not  be  unacceptable  to  the  reader, 
Youzouf  Zia  Pacha  was,  at  the  time  of  our  arrival  in  Syria,  about 
fixty  years  of  age.     He  was  originally  a  Georgian  flave,  and  became 
the  Toutoun  Bachi,  or  mafter  of  the  pipes,  of  the  Pacha  of  Erzoum. 
This  office,  which  he  held  with  great  fidelity,  affords  me  an  oppor- 
tunity to  introduce  the  portrait,  Plate  VI.,  of  an  Ich  Aga,  or  Toutoun 
Bachi,  in  his  appropriate  coftume,  and  bearing  the  infignia  or  itn* 
plcments  of  his  office. 

On  the  death  of  his  matter,  Youzouf  Zia  Pacha  fucceeded  to  his 
government,  and  conduced  himfelf  with  fo  much  prudence  and 
moderation,  as  to  gain  the  entire  confidence  and  affedion  of  his  fub- 
jefts.  Having  in  this  ftation  acquired  great  riches,  he  afterwards 
obtained  the  rank  of  pacha  of  two  tails,  and,  at  the  commencement 
of  the  war  between  Txirkey  and  France,  was  elevated  to  the  dignity 
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of  Grand  Vizier.  In  the  month  of  April,  1 799,  he  was  ordered  by 
the  Grand  Seignor  to  take  on  him  the  command  of  the  army,  which 
was  about  to  a6l  againft  the  French  in  Egypt ;  and  was  at  that  time 
raifed  to  the  rank  of  a  pacha  of  three  tails. 

In  confequence  of  an  accident  at  a  djcrid  party,  Youzouf  Zia 
Pacha  has  loft  an  eye.  He  is  affable  and  courteous ;  and  has,  on  a 
variety  of  occafions,  evinced  his  humanity,  never  infliding  a  punilh- 
ment  unlefs  on  the  moft  urgent  occafions. 

Mahmoud  Reif  EfFendi,  the  Reis  EfFendi,  was,  at  the  time  above 
mentioned,  between  forty  and  fifty  years  of  age.  During  a  refidcncc 
of  four  years  in  England,  as  fecretary  to  the  Turkifh  ambafTador, 
he  acquired  a  great  fund  of  general  information:  he  fpeaks  the 
French  language  very  fluently,  and  is  juftly  confidercd  as  a  man 
poffefling  much  ability  and  information. 

An  opportunity  will  occur,  more  confiftently  with  the  order  of  my 
narrative,  of  prefenting  the  reader  with  a  particular  account  of  the 
Turkifh  army  in  camp ;  I  fhall,  therefore,  proceed  to  a  concife  de- 
fcription  of  Jaffa,  in  the  vicinity  of  which  it  was  ftationed.  Jafia 
is  fituated  on  an  eminence :  nearly  in  the  centre  of  the  town  is  an 
old  ruinous  building,  called  the  citadel,  on  the  top  of  which  is  a 
round  cafemated  tower,  provided  with  one  or  two  wretched  pieces 
of  ordnance.  This  work,  which  by  no  means  appears  calculated  to 
repel  the  attack  of  an  enemy  from  without,  feems  rather  intended  to 
overawe  the  place  itfelf,  in  the  event  of  inteftine  commotion. 

The  city  is  furrounded  by  a  ftone  wall,  provided,  at  certain  dis- 
tances, with  towers  alternately  fquare  and  round.  Notwithftanding 
this  wall  cannot  boaft  of  any  great  ilrength,  it  fufliced  to  force 
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Bonaparte's  army  to  break  ground,  and  to  cre<ft  batteries  againil:  it 
to  the  fouthward.  After  a  breach  had  been  efFcdcd,  the  French 
troops  (lormcd,  and  carried  the  place.  It  was  probably  owing  to  the 
obftinatc  defence  made  by  the  Turks,  that  the  French  commander 
in  chief  was  induced  to  give  orders  ifor  the  horrid  ma&cre  which 
fuccceded.  Four  thoufand  of  the  wretched  inhabitants,  who  had 
furrendered,  and  who  had,  in  vain,  implored  the  mercy  of  their 
conquerors,  were,  together  with  a  part  of  the  late  Turkifh  garriibn 
of  El- Arilh  (amounting,  it  has  been  faid,  to  five  or-  fix  hundred) 
dragged  out  in  cold  blood,  four  days  i^ter  the  French  had  obtained 
pojfejjion  of  Jaffa,  to  the  land  hills,  about  a  league  diftant,  in  the  way 
to  Gaza,  and  there  moft  inhumanly  put  to  death.  I  have  (cen  the 
fkcletons  of  thcfe  unfortunate  vidims,  which  lie  fcattered  over  the 
hills,  a  modern  Golgotha,  which  remains  a  lading  difgrace  to  a  na* 
tion  calling  itfelf  civilized.  It  would  give  pleafiire  to  the  author  of 
this  work,  as  well  as  to  every  liberal  mind,  to  hear  thefc  fadls  contra-* 
diAed  on  fubftantial  evidence.  Indeed,  I  am  ibrry  to  add^  that  the 
charge  of  cruelty  againfl  the  French  general  does  not  reft  here.  It 
having  been  reported  that,  previoufly  to  the  retreat  of  the  French 
army  from  Syria,  their  commander  in  chief  had  ordered  all  the 
French  fick  at  Jaffa  to  be  poifoned,  Iwas  led  to  make  the  enquiry 
to  which  every  one  who  ihould  have  vifitcd  the  Ipot  would  naturally 
have  been  direfted,  refpcding  an  aA  of  fiich  fingular,  and,  it  ftiould 
feem,  wanton  inhumanity.  It  concerns  nie  to  have  to  ftate,  not 
only  that  fiich  a  circumftance  was  pofitively  afierted  to  have  hap- 
pened ;  but  that,  while  in  Egypt,  an  individual  was  pointed  out  to 
us,  as  having  been  the  executioner  of  thcfe  diabolical  commands. 
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After  the  French  had  retreated  from  Syria,  the  Turks  filled  up  the 
breach  which  had  been  made,  and  repaired  the  wall  and  other  damages. 

Owing  to  its  rpcky  and  flielving  coaft,  Jaffa  is  pretty  fecurc  from 
an  attack  by  fea,- which  would  be  rendered  extremely  hazardous  by 
the  violence  of  the  furf,  and  the  heavy  fwell  from  the  weft  ward.  The 
anchorage  off  the  port  is  very  bad,  owing  to  the  extreme  unevennefs 
of  the  ground,  which  abounds  in  rocks  and  ihoals  for  a  confiderable 
extent  of  coaft. 

There  are  at  Jaffa  two  convents,  or  monafteries,  one  belonging  to 
the  Greek,  the  other  to  the  Latin  church.  In  thefe  religious  eftab- 
lifliments  the  pilgrims  refide,  on  their  way  to  Jerufalem,  which  is 
diftant  about  twelve  leagues,  or  hours,  journey ;  but  are  obliged  to 
pay  for  the  hofpitality  with  which  they  are  welcomed.  As  well  as 
Jerufalem,  Jaffa  makes  a  part  of  Paleftine,  or  the  Holy  Land,  and  is 
the  Joppa  of  the  facred  Writings.  The  inhabitants,  before  the  place 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  French,  confifted  almoft  exclufively  of  Arabs: 
they  arc  now  a  mixture  of  Arabs  and  Turks ;  but  the  former  are  ftill 
the  moft  numerous.  On  the  fuccefsful  progrefs  of  the  French  in 
Syria,  the  principal  and  more  wealthy  of  the  inhabitants  fled  to  Jeru- 
falem, with  their  effcds  and  merchandize,  in  confequencc  of  which 
trade  was  altogether  at  a  ftand  during  our  ftay  there.  In  times, 
however,  of  greater  tranquillity,  its  commerce  cannot  be  otherwifc 
than  flourifhing,  fince,  independently  of  the  advantages  of  a  fea-port, 
it  maintains  an  intercourfe  by  land  with  Damafcus,  Jerufalem,  and 
feveral  other  places  of  no  little  importance  in  its  vicinity.  Its  prefent 
population  may  be  cftimated  at  from  one  thoufand  to  fifteen  hundred 
fouls.     The  ftreets  are  very  narrow,  uneven^  and  dirty,  and  are  rather . 
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entitled  to  the  appellation  of  alleys,  than  of  ftreeta.  The  ho^fes  are 
conftnided  of  a  white,  friable^  calcareous  ftonci  and  terraced;  but^ 
pn  the  fcorc  of  filth,  as  well  as  of  want  of  fpace,  many  of  them  arc 
little  better  than  pig-fties*  It  is.  not  uhufual,  indeed,  to  fee  the  in-^ 
niates  and  the  cattle  herd/together  in  thefe  dwellings. 

On  the  French  entering  Jaffa,  in  the  pofleflioxi  of  which  they  re- 
mained during  forty  days,*  it  underwent  a  complete  pillagp,  infbmuch 
that  the  women  and  female  children  loft  the  few  ornaments  they 
carried  about  them,  and  with  which  they  decorfitcd  the  head,  neck, 
and  ears.  Thefe  ornaments  were  of  various  defcriptions  of  coins,  fuch 
as  paras,  fequins,  piaftres,  &c.  The  gardens  of  JiafFa  have,  been  long 
celebrated ;  but  fince  the  vifit  the  French  paid  to  that  place,  and  tiite 
fubfequent  cantonment  of  the  Turkifh  army  in  its  vicinity,  they  have 
ceafed,  in  a  great  meafure,  to  pofFefs  the  beauties  which  rendered  them 
thus  worthy  of  notice. 

;  While  I  am  engaged  in  this  defcription  of  the  place,  I  am  induced 
to  anticipate  the  order  of  the  narrative  by  an  obfervation,  that  Ja&, 
being  the  principal  dep6t  for  the  Grand  Vizier's  army,  ai>d  the  oply 
port  on  the  coaft  of  Syria  adapted  to  the  important  military  fcryioc  in 
which  he  was  engaged,  his  Hlghnefs  was,  from  thefb  confiderations^ 
anxious  to  give  it  every  poflible  fecurity.  For  this  pUrrpo^  ptan^ 
were  delivered  to  him  by  General  Koehler,  and  direAions  given  to 
Lieutenant- colonel  HoUoway,  to  carry  themi  into  execution*  They 
were  accordingly  in  a  great  meafure  complfeted^  when  General  Moore 
came  to  our  encampment  from  the  British  army^  under  the  oc^qiand 
of  Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie,  with  the  glad  tidii^^  of  its  arrival  af 
Marmarice  Bay. 
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A  faithful  view  of  the  town  of  Jaffa  will  be  found  in  Plate  VII. 

On  the  llth^  in  the  morning,  I  iet  out  at  fun-riie,  in  company 
with  Signor  Bofari^  phyfician  to  the  Grand  Vizier,  to  ride  through 
the  Turkiih  encampment:  after  vifiting  every  part  of  which,  we 
alighted  at  the  tent  of  Mohammed  Caihef,  a  Mameluke  chief  We 
were  there  entertained  with  fruits,  cheefe,  pipes,  coffee,  and  other 
refreihments.  In  the  evening  we  went  to  a  bath  within  the  camp, 
being  the  one  which  was  frequented  by  the  Grand  Vizier.  On  our 
entering,  the  thermometer  was  at  86  in  the  Ihade.  We  remained  in 
the  apartment  of  the  warm  bath  half  an  hour,  and  went  through  the 
ufual  difcipline  of  fcrubbing  and  wafbing.  The  heat  was  very  agreer 
able,  the  thermometer  not  riiing  higher  than  104 :  my  pulfe  beat  80 
ibrokes  in  a  minute,  and  the  perfpiration  was  by  no  means  fo  profuie 
as  on  the  former .  occafion,  in  the  baths  of  Conftantinople.  On  cfor 
return  tp  the  outer  apartment,  which  confifted  of  a  tent  fitted  up 
with  bedding  and  other  conveniencies,  we  repofed  ourfelves  for  half 
an  hour,  during  wiiich  time  we  were  furniihed  with  pipes  and  coffee. 
We  departed^  highly  refreshed  by  our  bath,  for  which  we  paid  each 
two  piaftres  and  a  halfr  It  would  appear  by  this  recital,  that  the 
Turk3>  even  when  in  camp^  do  not  negledl  to  provide  themselves  with 
the  luxuries  which  their  domeftic  kabits  have  in  a  manner  rendered 
indifpenfable.  In  a  iltuation  like  the  above,  the  fitting  tap  of  a  warm 
bath,  witk  all  the  requifites  and  conveniencies  which  the  Turks  require, 
muft  have  been  an  undertaking  of  no  cafy  accomplifliment. 

About  this  time  Icveral  of  our  people  w€re  affe^ked  with  an  inflam- 
matory cutaneous  eruption,  which  fprcad  itfelf  over  the  furfacc  of  the 
body  and  limbs,  and  produced  a  very  unpleasant  fenfation  of  fmarting 
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and  itching.  It  proved  to  be  the  prickly  heat,  by  which  Grangers 
arc  ulually  attacked  on  their  coming  into  a  warm  climate ;  and  may, 
perhaps,  be  afcribed  to  the  check  given  to  the  pcrfpiration,  which  is 
very  profufe  during  the  intenfe  heat  of  the  day,  by  the  cool  air  of  the 
mornings  and  evenings.  Volney  makes  mention  of  an  eruption  pecu- 
liar to  Egypt,  in  the  months  of  June  and  July,  which  feems  to  cor- 
relpond  with  the  above-mentioned  complaint,  and  which  he  afcribes 
to  a  fcparation  of  vicious  humours. 

On  the  13th  I  paid  a  vifit  to  Ofman  Bey,  one  of  the  Mameluke 
chiefs,  who  was  indifpbfed ;  and  alfo,  at  his  requeft,  to  one  of  the 
cachefs.  I  took  the  precaution  to  be  accompanied  by  an  interpreter. 
Ofnian  Bey,  who  was  advanced  in  years,  his  age  bordering  on  fizty- 
five,  appeared  not  to  be  ill  informed,  and  was  very  inquiiitive  relative 
to  the  manufactures  and  commerce  of  Great  Britain.  We  had  much 
converfation  together  on  a  variety  of  topics* 

During  the  day  time  the  wind  blew  from  the  fouth-wcft,  from  lun- 
rife  to  fun-fet,  when  the  land  breeze  came  on,  and  prevailed  during 
the  night,  throughout  the  whole  extent  of  coaft.  This  local  wind 
extends  two  or  three  leagues  only  at  fea,  on  this  account,  that  the 
air,  rarefied  by  the  heat  of  the  day,  and  afterwards  condenfed  by  the 
cold  of  the  night,  ruibes  alternately  from  the  land  to  the  fea,  and  fcom 
the  fea  to  the  land. 

This  evening  Captain  Lacy  arrived  at  the  encampment  from  Con- 
ftantinople,  having  executed  the  orders  cntrufted  to  him  by  Lx)rd 
Elgin,  in  carrying  difpatches  to  the  Vizier,  &c. 

For  a  confidcrable  time  there  wa3  an  utter  ilagnation  of  events 
in  the  Turkiih  camp ;  but  on  the  26th  it  was  very  currently  reported 


SYRIA,  AND  EGYPT.  133 

that  the  French  had  reached  Catich  in  great  force.  In  confequencc 
of  thefe  rumours^  the  erection  of  fcveral  new  works  having  been  fug- 
gefted  to  the  Grand  Vizier,  they  were  immediately  commenced,  under 
the  dire<Aion  of  Lieutenant*  colonel  Hollo  way.  In  the  concife  defcrip- 
tion  I  have  given  of  Jaffa,  I  have  already  obferved  that,  as  it  was 
deemed  the  nloft  convenient  fca-port  on  the  coaft  of  Syria  for  the 
operations  of  the  Ottoman  forces,  the  intention  was  to  convert  it  into 
a  general  depSt. 

I  introduce  the  following  anecdote  to  evince,  among  other  fads, 

the  very  unenlightened  condition  of  the  Turks,  without  excepting  even 

their  principal  men,  in  whatever  regards  the  fciences.  General  Koehler 

was  requefted  by  the  Grand  Vizier  to  have  a  map  of  the  world  iketched 

out  for  him.     This  requefl  having  been  complied  with,  a  converfation 

enfued,  in  which  the  general,  having  the  plan  before  him,  told  his 

Highncfs,  among .  other  particulars,  that  the'  earth  was  rounds     This 

information  catiied  no  fmall  degree  of  furprife  to' the  Tarkifli  mmifter; 

and  it  appeared,  by  his  reply,  that  he  was  difpofed  to  doubt  the  truth 

of  the  aflertion.     **  li^^  he  obferved,  "  the  earth  is  round,  how  can 

''  the  people,  aiid  other  detached  obje<fts  on  the  half  beneath,  be  pre-* 

»  

•'  vented  from  falling  off?'* — ^Whcn  he  was  told  that  the  earth  revolved 

round  the  fun,  he  difplayed  an  equal  degree  of  fcepticifm,  obferving, 

that  if  that  was  the  cafe,  the  fhip4  bound  from  Jaffa  to  Conflantinople, 

inflead  of  proceeding  to  that,  capital,  would  be  carried  to  London,  or 

elfewhere.   So  much  for  the  aflronomical  and  geographical  knowledge 

of  a  Turkifh  iiiatefman  ! 

On  the  evening  of  the  27th,  as  Mr.  Read,  the  draughtfman,  and 
myfelf  were  returning  from  a  fhort  pedeffarian  ezcurfion,  we  vfere 
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accofted  by  two  Turkifh  foldlers ;  one  of  whom,  a  black,  behaved  in 
a  maft  difrefpedful  manner,  and  even  threatened  our  lives.  He  went 
fo  (ax,  indeed,  as  to  put  his  hand  to  his  fword ;  but,  on  our  afluming 
a  bold  and  fpirited  air,  he  feemed  furprifed  at  our  confidence,  muttered 
fbmething,  and  allowed  us  to  pafs. 

On  the  following  morning  the  troops  commanded  by  Mahomed 
Pacha  returned  to  the  encampment.  They  had  been  fent  to  Nablous 
to  fupprefs  an  infurreftion,  iaid  to  be  excited  by  the  Pacha  of  that 
place,  who  was  fufpedsd  of  meditating  a  plan  to  join  the  army  of 
Dgezar  Pacha.  This  was  one  of  the  accoimts :  but  it  was  faid,  on 
the  other  hand,  that  the  movement  of  Mahomed  Pacha  had  for  its 
o\^e&  the  laying  of  the  Pacha  of  Nablous  under  contribution,  and  ex- 
totting  from  him  a  ium  of  mon^.  Be  this  as  it  may,  the  affair  was 
amicably  fettled. 

The  Janifiaiy  Aga  had  this  day  a  conver&tion  with  Oenecal  Koehler, 
in  which  he  warned  the  Britiih  officers  not  to  walk  fingly  in  the  camp, 
as  in  fuch  a  cafe  he  could  not  be  anfweral^le  for  the  coadudl  of  his 
people.  He  therefore  recommended  to  us  to  be  conflantty  accon>pa- 
Ried  by  9^  Janiflary^  as  a  guard.  This  circumfbince  is  mentioned  to 
evixlce  the  peculiar  and  very  delicate  fttuation  in  which  we  were 
placed  among  the  Turkifh  troops. 

On  the  ilA  the  Kallem  Baihi,  the  officer  who  has  the  charge  of 
the  Viaicr  s  writing  implements,  &c.  was  found  murdeted  in  the 
camp. 

On  the  2d  of  Augufl  the  New  Adventure  tranfport  arrived  from 
CypruA^  whskch  place  &&  had  left  fourteen  days  befpre,  having  ^been 
^fpt  bj^thiC'iCtuxcnts  towatda  Alezaodretta. 
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In  the  evenit^  I  rode  through  the  gardens  of  Jaffa>  where  I  favr  a 

« 

great  abundance  of  prickly  pear-trees/  which  are  employed  as  fences^ 
and  arc  admirably  well  adapted  to  that  purpofe.  The  natives  are  very 
food  of  the  fruit.  The  grapes  were  ripened,  and  were,  as  well  as  the 
figs,  of  an  excellent  quality.  With  rcfpeft  to  the  water-melons,  they 
were  £^  large,  that  at  dinner,  ibme  days  before,  one  was  brought  to  us 
which  weighed  twenty*fivc  pounds^ 

A  party  of  Turkifli  feldiers,  confifting  of  about  three  hundred,  left: 
the  camp  on  the  morning  of  the  &d,  for  El-Arifli ;  and,  in  the  even- 
ing, Mahomed  Pacha,  with  two  thoufand  men,  fct  off.  for  the  famfc 
deftination. 

A  cohiidenaUc  reinforcement  of  troops  from  the  eaftward  reached 
die  camp  oh.  the  5th;  and  in  the  eyetiing  we  vfctt  informed,  that 
lev£ral  laden  camcl$,  with  their  attendants,  had  come  in  from  Grand 
Caird^ 

On  the  morning  of  the  Oth,  Captain  Lacy,  of  the  royafl  engineers, 
fet  off  for  El-Ari(h,  mounted  on  a  hcdjin,  or  dromedaiy ,  as  were  alfo 
the  perfons  who  accompanied  him.  On  the  following  day,*  Mr. 
Whiteman  embarked  on  board  the  New  Adventure  tranfport,  bound 
to  Cyprus.  He  was  the  bearer  of  di^tches  for  Lords  Elgin  and 
Grcnville,  which  were  to  be  forwarded  to  their  reipeftive  deftinations* 
by  the  Biritifti  conful  at  Larnica.  The  transport  did  not,  however, 
fail  until  the  Qth,  at  two  in  the  morning,  when  (he  took  the  advan*- 
tageof  the  kad  iMieeze,  which  generally  prevails  at  that  early  patrt  of 
the  day. 

At  the  fame  time  ibt  hundMd  Albanians  left  the  camp  for  El- Arifh. 
I  made  an  ezcurfion^  in  the  evening,  to  the  fand  hills  (iiteated  near 
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the  fea-fidc,  and  about  three  miles  diftant  from  the  encampment),  the 
icene  of  the  horrid  maflacre  of  the  captured  Turks  and  Chriitians,  by 
the  order  of  the  French  commander  in  chief,  Bonaparte,  fome  days 
after  he  had  taken  pofTeiTion  of  Jaffa.  I  have  already  touched  on  this 
ad,  fo  inglorious  to  its  perpetrator,  in  the  account  1  have  given  of  that 
place ;  and  I  fhall  add  here,  that  the  diftance  of  time  which  dapfed 
after  thefe  poor  wretches  had  furrendered,  and  which  furniihed  a  fit 
opportunity  for  cool  reflexion,  and  the  diftance  of  the  (pot  to  which 
they  were  led,  at  leaft  a  league  from  the  place  of  their  captivity,  ma- 
nifeft  a  ipirit  of  diabolical  revenge,  of  atrocious  tyranny,  which,  for 
the  honour  of  human  nature,  it  is  to  be  trufted  will  never  recur  on  any 
future  occaiion,  among  civilis&ed  and  enlightened  nationsi  to  blacken 
the  page  of  hiflory,  and  to  fully  the  military  charader.  The  furface 
of  the  ground  had  been  fbmc  time  before  thickly  covered  with  the 
Ikeletons  of  the  vidims ;  but  at  the  time  of  my  vifit  they  were  much 
reduced  in  number,  the  Grand  Vizier  having  ordered  a  large  hole  to 
be  dug,  into  which  as  many  as  could  be  well  coUeded  were  thrown. 
Skulls,  bones,  remnants  of  clothing,  &c.  &c.  were  ftill,  notwithftand* 
ing,  fcattercd  over  every  part  of  the  hillocks. 

In  confequence  of  an  invitation  from  the  Grand  Vizier  to  Generfd 
Koehler  and  officers,  to  be  fpedators  of  the  ikill  and  dexterity  of  the 
Turkifh  foldiers  in  the  ufe  of  their  fabres,  we  aiTembled,  on  the  11th, 
in  front  of  his  Highnefs's  tent. 

A  caouk,  or  turban,  being  placed  on  a  ftool,  the  Turks  cut  at  it 
with  their  fabres.  Thofe  who  made  the  deepeit  cuts  were  immedi- 
ately rewarded  with  feveral  fequins,  which  they  received  from  the 
hands  of  the  Vizier. 
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As  the  turban  was-  compofed  of  a  mixture  of  wool  and  cotton, 
covered  over  with  thick  cloth,  it  required  no  little  adroitnefs  and  dex- 
terity to  penetrate  into  its  fubftance  by  a  blow  of  the  iabre.  Such, 
however,  was  the  effeft  of  pra6lice^  that  the  impreilions  madq  by  the 
Turkifli  foldiers  were  very  deep. 

Letters  were  received  on  the  1 3th  from  Captain  Lacy,  who  was 
arrived  at  El-Arifh,  and  had  experienced  a  flattering  reception.  In 
the  evening  I  took  a  ride  along  the  fea-fide,  and  faw  feveral  jackals, 
which  abound  in  this  part  of  the  world. 

On  the  14th  the  Turks  began  to  dig  in  the  environs  of  Jaffa,  to 
prepare  the  ground  for  the  ereAion  of  feveral  works  for  the  better  de- 
fence of  the  place,  under  the  dire<ftion  of  Colonel  HoUoway.  It  was 
at  this  time  reported,  that'  the  plague  raged  with  great  violence 
among  the  Mamelukes,  in  confequence  of  which  ftridl  orders  were 
given  by  the  general  to  avoid  all  communication  with  them.  Moti- 
ficur  Franchini,  a  Ruffian  agent,  lay  dangeroufly  ill  of  the  plague  at 
Jaffa. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  night  we  were  much  alarmed  by  the  circum- 
ilance  of  a  ftranger  having  found  his  way  ipto  our  tent.  On  calling 
to  the  centinel,  we  found,  after  a  little  fearch,  that  our  unfeafbnable 
Tifitor  was  a  poor  infane  Turk,  who  had  been  purfued  by  one  of  his 
countrymen  from  the  camp,  and  had  fought  refuge  in  the  tent. 

Monfieur  Franchini  died  on  the  15th  at  night*  He  had  been  fcnt 
by  the  Ruffian  minifter  at  Conftantinople  as  an  agent  to  keep  up  a 
communication  with  the  Turkifh  miniftefs  in  camp,  and  to  give  an 
account  of  the  military  operations.  He  had  caught  the  peftilential 
infedion  from  two  domeftics  belonging  to  the  Vizier's  new  dragoman. 
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who  were  recently  arrived  from  Conftantinople,  and  both  of  whom 
had  fallen  vidims  to  the  difeafe.  Monfieur  Franchini  languiflied  fix 
days  after  the  attack. 

On  the  morning  of  the  l/th  two  hundred  JanifTaries  arrived  in  the 
camp  from  Conftantinople.     In  making  an  excurfion  towards  Gaza  in 

« 

the  afternoon,  I  met  with  the  body  of  an  unfortunate  man,  who  had 
juft  been  aflaffinated.  He  had  received  two  ftrokes  of  a  fabre,  one 
of  which  had  nearly  fevered  the  head  from  the  body.  His  turban  had 
been  carried  off;  but  the  ftick  which  lay  behind,  and  the  ftyle  of  his 
drefs,  pointed  him  out  as  a  wandering  Arab. 

On  the  1 8th  in  the  morning,  General  Koehler  and  the  oAcers  went 
to  a  plain  in  the  vicinity  of  the  encampment,  to  be  prefent  at  a  re- 
view of  the  Turkifh  troops  by  his  Highnefs  the  Grand  Vizier.  Ad- 
joining to  his  own  tent,  which,  being  fitted  up  in  the  oriental,  or 
Perfian  ftyle,  far  exceeded,  in  richnefs  and  magnificence,  any  thing 
we  had  feen  before,  a  tent  was  prepared  for  our  reception.  The  in- 
fantry and  artillery  were  drawn  up  in  three  bodies,  that  is,  a  main 
body  and  two  wings,  nearly  in  a  line,  with  the  guns  in  front.  While 
the  whole  advanced  flowly,  a  firing  was  kept  up  cxclufively  by  the 
artillery ;  and  the  movement  having  been  continued  for  the  fpace  of  fix 
or  feven  hundred  yards,  the  troops  faced  to  the  right  about,  when,  the 
guns  being  again  brought  to  their  front,  they  returned  to  their  former 
ground,  firing  in  the  fame  manner  as  when  they  advanced.  This 
abfurd  manoeuvre  was  the  otily  one  they  difplayed.  During  the  whole 
of  the  time  the  infantry .  remained  with  their  arms  ihouldered,  the 
Arnauts  or  Albanians  ihouting.  In  returning,  the  Grand  Vizier  was 
mounted  on  a  fine  Arabian  horie,  richly  capariibned.     His  Highheis 
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was  elegantly  drefled^  as  were  alfb  his  principal  officers  and  attendants. 
We  were  invited  to  join  in  the  cavalcade^  on  its  way  back  to  the 
encampment. 

About  this  time,  in  a  converfation  with,  our  officers,  the  Grand 
Vizier,  in  fpeaking  of  the  convention  of  El-Arifli,  compared  what 
had  been  done  on  that  occaiion  to  a  phyiician,  who,  having  given  to 
his  patient  a  dofe  of  medicine  by  which  he  was  relieved,  adminiftered 
to  him  an  after  doie,  which  rendered  him  worfe  than  he  was  at  firft. 

We  were  informed  that  the  plague  continued  to  rage  with  great 
violence  among  the  Mamelukes,  infomuch  that  on  the  preceding 
day,  the  17th,  one  of  their  cachefs,  or  chiefs,  had  loft  eighteen  of  his 
men.  There  were  at  that  time  about  iixteen  hundred  Mameluke 
troops  in  the  camp« 

A  gun-boat  belonging  to  Sir  Sydney  Smith's  fquadron  arrived  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  20th  from  Alexandria,  with  difpatches  from  Sir 
Sydney  and  the  Capitan  Pacha  to  the  Vizier  and  General.  Through 
this  channel  we  were  informed,  that  the  Mercury,  an  Englilh  frigate  of 
twenty-eight  guns,  commanded  by  Captain  Rogers,  was  to  be  daily 
expelled  at  Jaffa. 

Mr.  Reynolds,  commanding  the  gun-boat,  and  Mr.  Spilfbury,  the 
furgeon,  dined  with  us  at  the  camp  on  the  22d.  The  latter  defcribed 
the  twelve  cafes  of  plague  which  he  had  feen  on  board  Lc  Tigre,  in 
the  courfe  of  the  laft  year,  while  that  fhip  was  off  Acre.  Major  Fead, 
he  told  me,  had,  before  his  death,  all  the  fymptoms  of  yellow  fever. 
In  general,  the  fubjedb  who  were  attacked  were  of  a  robuft  tempera- 
ment ;  and,  among  the  predifpofing  caufes,  were  to  be  reckoned  the 
abuie  of  fpirituous  liquors,  and  more  efpecially,  the  dread  and  apprehen-- 
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Jion  of  the  plague.  Mr.  Spilfbury  laid  much  ftrefs  on  the  latter  of 
the(e  caufes^  giving  it  as  his  decided  opinion,  that  the  death  of  Colonel 
Philipoe,  who  conftantly  laboured  under  the  moft  alarming  apprehen- 
sions of  an  attack  of  that  difeafe,  was  entirely  owing  to  the  anxiety 
with  which  his  mind  was  tortured  by  thefe  diftreffing  fears. 

Two  men  were  beheaded  at  Jaffa  on  the  28d,  for  felling  fpirits  and 
wine  to  the  troops. 

Within  the  laft  two  days  feveral  of  our  men,  who  had  imprudently 
left  off  their  flannel  drelfes,  were  attacked  by  fymptoms  of  fever  arifing 
from  obftrufted  perfpiration.  The  evenings  had  latterly  been  cool 
and  damp,  with  coniiderable  falls  of  dew.  The  plague  continued  to 
make  great  ravages  among  the  Mamelukes,  who  had,  according  to 
report,  loft  four  hundred  men,  nearly  the  fourth  of  their  whole 
number. 

The  gun*boat,  commanded  by  Mr.  Reynolds,  left  Jaffa  on  the  24th* 
She  was  to  proceed  to  Acre,  and  thence  to  Cyprus,  and,  laftly,  was 
to  join  le  Tigre,  at  that  time  cruifing  off  Cape  BafFa.  Another  of 
our  gun-boats,  the  Mary  Ann,  had,  we  were  informed  ^  been  loft  o» 
the  rocks  near  Larnica. 

On  the  25th,  Mahmoud  Raif,  the  newly  appointed  Reis  EfFendi, 
arrived  at  the  camp  from  Conftantinoplc,  which  place  he  had  lefl 
eighteen  days  before* 

I  made  one  of  a  party  in  an  afternoon's  ride  to  two  Arab  villages,^ 
the  houies  of  which  were  built  with  mud,  ftones,  and  chopped  ftsawr 
The  women  were  covered  by  a  thin  loofe  drcfs  of  blue  cottcMi,  and 
wore  over  the  face  a  black  veil,  which,  on  the  whole,  rendered  their 
appearance,  to  us  at  Icaft,  very  difgufting.     They  are  employed  in 


STRIA,  AND  EGYPT. 


H^ 


the  moft  Common  dradgerics ;  and  carry  on  their  beads>  in  white 
earthen  veflels^  honey^  milkj  and  frefli  water.  They  are  the  only 
women  who  are  allowed  to  com«  into  the  Turki(h  camp. 

On  our  return  towards  the  camp  we  iaw  feveral  gjSiZiiXeh  Pf  antQ- 
lopeSf  which  we  purfued,  without  beings  howeveri  able  to  overtake 
them.  To  eiFed  this  would  have  required  the  aid  of  dogs.  We  were». 
notwithftanding^  told^  that  ixiftances  had  occurred,  in  which  the  Arabs^ 
mounted  on  their  fleet  horfes,  had  kept  pace  with  thcie  animals,  and 
had  fucceeded  in  catching  themi  by  darting  a  ilick  between  thm  l^s, 
and  thus  impeding  their  ilightr 

About  fifteen  hundred  cavalry  arrived  on  the  86th  from  Konieh. 
Their  complexion  was  very  dark,  and  their  drefe  fmgular.  They 
were  well  mounted  ;  and  in  general  tall  and  perfonable  men. 

On  the  27th,  Mr.  Vinchenzo,  oiir  dragoman,  oar  interpreter,  waa 
taken  fuddenly  ill  with  fymptoms  of  feven  As  he  had  had  occadonal 
mtercourie  with  the  Mamelukes,  among  whom  a  ^eajt  mortality  ftill 
prevailed ;  and  as  bis  complaint  bore  a  veiy  unfavourable  afpedl,  the 
gp:)eral,  with  ^reat  prudence,  ordered  him  to  be  fent  to  the  town  on- 
the  fDUowing  day. 

On  the  morning  of  the  28th,  the  officers  of  the  miiilon  accompa*- 
nied  the  general  on  a  vifit  to  the  new  Beis  £€endi*  I  have  already 
givm  a  £ketch  of  his  chara<£ler,  in  fpeaking  of  the  principal  office/s  in 
di£  Turkiih  camp.  He  is  certainly  far  fuperior  to  the  Turks  in  ge- 
aeial,  both  in  manners  and  intelligence  ;  and  this  may  be  afcribed  to 
his  hairing  ieen  and  mixed  with  fcciety  in  various  parts  of  Europe. 
His  appeamnce  incHoit^  a  lively  and  cheerful  diipofition.   In  fpeaking 
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of  the  pflague,  which  was  entirely  confined  to  the  Mamelukes,  he  ob- 
fcrved,  that  the  feafon  for  it  was  juft  pafled,  fince  on  the  l6th  of  Au- 
guft,  old  ftyle  (the  preceding  day),  it  was  generally  confidered  that, 
in  the  diftriAs  where  it  had  made  its  appearance,  its  ravages  would 
ceafc. — He  feemed  to  entertain  a  great  partiality  for  the  Englifti  na- 
tion ;  and  ihewed  us  an  English  fabre  and  a  pair  of  piftols  which  be 
had  purchafed  in  London.  The  latter  were  made  by  Bennett  near 
the  Royal  Exchange* 

On  the  80tb,  his  Highnefs  the  Grand  Vizier  went  in  ftate  to  lay 
the  firft  ftone  of  the  intended  new  baftion.  He  was  met  on  the 
ground  by  the  miflion ;  and  in  the  vicinity  of  the  work,  tents  were 
pitched  for  the  reception  of  his  Highnefs  and  the  officers.  After 
having  taken  coffee  and  other  refrefhments,  he  proceeded  with  great 
pomp  to  the  foundations,  which  had  been  dug  out.  A  prayer  having 
been  repeated  with  much  folemnity  by  one  of  the  Turkifh  priefb, 
accompanied  by  the  Vizier  himfelf,  as  well  as  by  all  the  officers  of 
flate  and  other  Muffulmen  prefent,  the  (tone  was  laid,  and  a  fmali 

mallet,  covered  with  velvet,  handed  to  his  Highnefs.     With  this 

» 

mallet  he  llruck  the  flone  three  times,  repeating  fblemnly  a  fhort 
prayer.  In  this  ceremony  be  was  followed  by  each  of  the  officers  of 
flate  and  attendants,  at  the  fame  tinoe  that  feveral  fheep  were  facri- 
ficed.  The  flone  having  been  fprinkled  with  the  blood  of  tiiefe  ani- 
mals, was  covered  over  with  a  plate  of  copper  on  which  an  infcription 
had  been  engraven.  This  ceremony  being  concluded,  the  whole  of 
the  company  returned  to  the  tents^  where  the  general,  and  Li€utenant« 
colonel  HoUoway,  commanding  the  royal  engineers,  were  ii 
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by  |he  Grand  Vizier  with  pelices ;  and  Major  Fletcher  with  a  be- 
nicbe,  or  robe  of  honour.  On  this  occaiion  a  vail  concourfe  of  people, 
were  afTemblecf. 

On  the  morning  of  this  day  the  tranfport  arrived  from  Larnica, 
whither  Ihc  tifad  been  dlfpatched  on  fervice.  Several  of  the  women 
on  board  laboured  under  an  eryfipelatous  inflammation  of  the  eyes, 
which  had  attacked  them  fuddenly,  while  at  Larnica,  without  any 
previous  indifpofition.  The  children  alfo  had  a  limilar  affcdion  of 
the  eyes;  but  it  had  not  manifefted  itfelf  on  any  of  the  feamen. 

A  corps  of  Albanians,  confiding  of  about  one  thoufand,  left  the 
camp  on  the  evening  of  the  3lft  for  El-Arilh.  The  departure  of 
troops  from  the  Turkifli  encampment  was,  as  well  as  their  arrival, 
aiftomarily  announced  by  the  difcharge  of  mufkets  loaded  with  balls, 
which,  flying  at  random  in  every  dircftion,  endangered  the  lives  of  all 
thole  who  were  within  their  reach.  This  praftice  of  firing  with  bul- 
lets, which  is  followed  in  every  Turkifh  camp,  was  indeed  become  fb 
frequent,  that  wc  were  under  conilant  apprehenfions  of  being  (hot. 
Our  tents  were  repeatedly  pierced  by  the  balls  ;  and  one  of  our  men, 
an  armourer,  was,  while  at  work  in  our  camp,  wounded  in  the  flioul- 
der  by  a  muiket  ball.  The  Turkifli  Ibldiers,  who  furniih  their  own 
ammunition  at  all  times,  except  on  the  day  of  battle,  when  it  is  pro* 
vided  for  them,  conceive  they  have  a  right  to  amufe  themfelvcs  in 
this  manner,  at  their  private  expenfe. 

On  the  ift  of  September  I  received  a  letter  from  Captain  I/acy,  of 
the  royal  engineers,  dated  at  the  camp  of  EUArlfli,  the  29th  of 
Auguft,  in  which  he  informed  me,  that  during  the. preceding  ten  days 
he  had,  as  well  as  his  fervant,  fufifered  feverely  from  a  dyfentcric  com- 
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plaint.  I  ftated  to  the  general,  by  letter,  my  opinion  of  the  neceffity 
of  having  him  removed  to  Jaffa ;  and  in  conlequence  of  this  repreicn- 
tation,  Major  Fletcher  embarked  on  board  the  tranfport  on  the  8d,  to 
proceed  to  El-Arifh,  and  relieve  the  above  officer  in  his  duty. 

I  had  caught  feveral  camclions,  one  of  which  was  found  dead  in  its 
cage.  Being  defirous  to  know  the  caufe  of  its  death,  I  difledled  it, 
and,  on  opening  the  inteftine,  found  withinfidc  a  portion  of  a  fmall 
twig,  about  an  inch  in  length ;  ancj,  a  little  farther  downwards,  a  de- 
licate  white  round  worm,  nearly  four  inches  in  lengtli,  which  was 
alive.  I  was  much  pleafed  with  the  fmgular  conformation  of  this 
little  animal,  from  the  mouth  of  which  I  drew  a  white  tender  fub- 
ftancc,  between  five  and  fix  inches  in  length,  and  of  the  thicknefs  of 
a  goofe  quill.  Having  an  increafed  width  at  its  extremity,  it  had 
fomewhat  the  appearance  of  an  inverted  cone,  and  was  filled  with  an 
extremely  vifcid  and  tenacious  whitifh  fluid.  This  defcription  of 
tongue,  or  weapon,  as  it  may  be  more  properly  termed,  nature  has 
fupplied  to  the  animal  to  enable  it  to  feize  on  its  prey.  I  had  repeat- 
edly obfcrved  my  camelions  dart  it  forth  Suddenly,  to  the  diftancc  of 
five  or  fix  inches,  and  in  this  manner  catch  flies  with  an  equal  prompt 
titude  and  certainty.  The  vifcid  and  tenacious  quality  of  the  fluid 
lufficicntly  explains  its  ufc.  By  applying  the  point  of  a  probe  dipped 
in  it  to  the  bodies  of  flics,  I  detained  them  for  fbmc  time.  The  pulpy 
fubftancc  of  which  the  dart,  or  tongue,  is  compoled,  is  projcded  for- 
wards  by  a  triangular  cartilaginous  ring,  to  which  it  is  attached,  and 
which  is  feated  at  the  pofterior  part  of  the  mouth.  This  cartilage  is 
compofed  of  rings,  like  the  trachea  in  animals. 
The  capacious  lungs  arc  compofed  of  a  number  of  fmall  and  delicate 
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celb,  tinged  of  a  fipe  criinfbn  colour.  On  cutting  into  the  heart, 
the  blood  iffued,  but  of  a  darker  colour  than  that  contained  in  the 
delicate  pulmooarj  cells.  The  liver,  which  was  of  a  darkiih  hue, 
was  fomewhat  large  in  proportion  to  the  fize  of  the  ^mal ;  and 
the  gall  Uadder  was  filled  with  bile  of  a  dark  green  colour.  Only 
one  common  ilriught  gut  ww  pcrccptiWe.  Several  finall  round  fub- 
fiances,  nearly  of  the  fize  of  a  vetch,  and  of  a  deep  yellow  colour, 
lay  conne^ed  together  in  the^  lower  part  of  the  abdomen ;  as  jdid 
alio  two  lobesj  fimilar  to  the  lungs  of  an  animal.  Thefe  were  likowift 
of  a  deep  ycUoWy  or  orange-cobur,  and  were  nearly  of  the  fize  of  a 
imall  Wihd£)r  bean.  It  is  evident,  from  this  account  of  the  con« 
formation  of  the  animaL,  that  thofe  who  cherifhed  the  old  ^rror  of 
its  ezifling  upon  air,  mufl  have  been  very  inaccurate  obfervers.    ' 

The  camelions  were  very  numerous  in  die  camp,  and  frequently 
entered  the  tents  in  fcarch  of  their  prey. 

We  were  informed  on  the  Bth,  by  our  dragoman,  that  the  Mame- 
lukes encamped  at  Ja&  had  lofl  about  eight  hundred  men,  either 
hy  the  plague  or  by  defertion ;  and  that  the  greater  part  of  tho(e 
commanded  by  Ibrahim  Bey  bad  fallen  vidims  to  difeafe.  On 
the  following  day  we  were  thrown  i»to  a  confidcrablc  degree  of 
alarm  by  a  report  made  by  another  of  the  dragomen^  or  interpreters, 
^ho  told  us,  that  he  had  difcovered  thc/eis  (groom)  leading  a  pcfti- 
ferous  fubjcd  into  our  camp.  This  information  proved  to  be  well 
founded ;  and  the  fubjcd  in  quefiion  was  inftantly  removed. 

A  detachment  of  Arnauts,  about  a  thoufand  in  number,  joined 
the  camp  on  the  7th,  having  been  conveyed  to  Jaffa  by  ica.  Reports 
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were  in  circulation  that  the  French  had  landed  new  reinforcements 
of  troops  in  Egypt. 

The  tranfport,  having  on  board  Captain Xracy,  who  was  fomewhat 
recovered  from  his  indifpofition,  returned  to  Jaffa  on  the  8th.  She 
brought  intelligence  that  it  was  the  determination  of  the  Capitan 
Pacha,  and  of  Sir  Sydney  Smith,  to  renew  the  blockade  of  Alex- 

andria. 

.  On  the  ]  0th,  a  letter,  dated  at  El- Arifli,  was  received  from  Major 
Fletcher,  who  had  had  an  attack  of  fever,  and  was  dangerouily  ilL 
The  tranfport  was  in  confcquencc  ordered  to  proceed  to  £1-Ariih, 
to  bring  him  back.  About  this  time  Ofman  Bey,  a  Mameluke 
chief,  died  of  the  plague  at  Jaffa ;  as  did  alfo  Tuzcf  Pacha,  one  of 
the  cachefs. 

Difpatches  from  Lord  Elgin  were  received  by  the  general  on  the 
13th;  and  on  the  following  morning  the  Englifli  frigate  the  Mer- 
cury anchored  off  Jaffa.  She  had  left  England  about  four  months, 
had  touched  at  Tripoli,  and  ieveral  other  ports  of  the  Mediterranean, 
and  was  laft  from  Acre,  which  place  (he  had  quitted  the  evening 
before.  Advices  were  brought  to  camp  that  Djezar  Pacha  was  em- 
ployed in  fortifying  the  works  of  Acre. 

On  the  evening  of  the  1 8th  the  Mercury  frigate  failed  from  Jaffa, 
having  on  board  difpatches  of  great  importance.  The  news  of  the 
furrender  of  the  ifland  of  Malta  to  the  Britifh  troops,  tranfmitted  by 
the  Gipitan  Pacha,  were  communicated  to  the  general  by  the  Grand 

Vizier  and  Reis  EfFendi. 

* 

On  the  2Gth  in  the  morning,  a  detachment  of  troops,  coniifting 
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of  about  a  thouiand  horfemen,  arrived  in  the  camp  from  Aleppo» 
chaunting  hymns  on  their  route.  They  were  better  mounted  and 
equipped  than  any  of  thofe  who  had  recently  joined  the  Vizier's 
army. 

A  heavy  firing  was  heard  in  the  camp  on  the  morning  of  the  25  th. 
We  foundj  on  enquiry,  that  it  was  occaiioned  by  the  difpleafure  of 
the  Amauts,  who  had  become  greatly  exafperated  at  an  attempt 
which  was  made  to  mufter  them.  The  Grand  Vizier  entertained 
a  iuipicion  that  their  chiefs  drew  a  greater  number  of  rations  for 
their  troops  than  thofe  to  which  they  were  entitled.  It  indeed  ap^ 
peared  that  this  pradice  was  become  fb  frequent  among  theiti  as  to 
require  an  abfolute  check  ;  but  fuch  was  the  menacing  afpe^t  which 
the  Araauts  had  afTumed,  that  his  Highnefs  deemed  it  prudent  to 
relinquifh  this  meafure  on  the  prefent  occafion.  I  fhall  take  an  op- 
|K>rtunity  hereafter  to  give  a  particular  account  of  thefc  people,  who 
were  able  to  render  themfelves  thus  formidable,  notwithflanding 
they  conilituted  but  an  inconfidcrable  part  of  the  Turkifh  army. 

About  this  time  we  were  highly  amufed  by  fcveral  Egyptian  jug- 
glers, who  came  into  camp,  and  who^  to  our  no  fmall  furprife,  per- 
formed a  variety  of  tricks  with  great  ncatnefs  and  dexterity.  Thefc 
people  travel  through  every  part  of  the  country,  and  contribute  ef- 
ientially  to  the  entertainment  of  the  inhabitants. 
.  A  great  number  of  jackals  c^me  almofl  every  evening  into  the 
xarap,  in  fearch  of  their  prey,  and  kept  up  a  continued  jell,  equal  to 
that  of  a  large  pack  of  hounds  in  full  cry,  though  much  Icfs  mufical. 
What  with  the  yelping  of  thefe  animals,  the  howling  of  the  dog$, 
and  the  braying  of  the  afles  and  mules,  a  hideous  noife  w  as  produced, 
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\¥hich  'we  fliould  have  deemed  incredible^  if  it  had  not  boailantly 
afiailed  our  aftoniihed  eara. 

A  Turkifl)  camp,  in  which  the  carcafles  of  faor&s,  camds,  aflesy 
and  imules^  lay  {battered  in  great  abundance^  milfl:  have  furnifhed  a 
high  treat  to  the  voracious  jackals,  who  could  not  fail  to  find  there 
whatever  was  requifite  to  appeofe  their  hunger*  They  iftfeft  eveiy 
part  of  Syria^  where  they  are  very  numerous.  During  the  day  they 
ton^ne  themfelveg  to  thek  holes  and  lurking  places ;  but  &lly  out  at 
nighty  in  iafge  bodiesy.  in  iiearch;  of.  their  food;.  They  th«a  rendez« 
vous  in  the  neighbburiraod  of  the  towns  and  viil^es,  luoleftii^  the 
inhabitants  by  the  moft  diiagreeabie  of  all  bowlings.  They  feed 
with  complacency  on  die  moft  filthy  and  odious  fufaftaoces;  and 

» 

their,  cruelty,  in  die  warfare  they  carry  on  ag^inft  dth^r  animals,  is 
equ^l  to  thei^r  rapacity. 

*  On  the  1  ft  of  Odober  feveial  difcharges  of  muiketry  Were  heard 
clofe  to  our  camp^  and  fumilhed  a  new  evidence  of  the  undifciplined 
ftate  of  the  TurkiiOii  troops^  who  had  been  diluting  among  them* 
felvesj  and  had  proceeded  to  e^remities.  This  events  which  hap* 
pened  fo  near  to  us,  excited  in  us  a  omiidGrable  degree  of  apprehen* 
fion,  as  well  as  of  futprife. 

Nearly  five  hundred  Arnauts  having  4e(erted  from  the  can!ip  on 
the  4th,  the  Vizier  difpatched  in  their  purfuit  two  thoufand  Dehli^ 
who  returned,  however,  without  harving  accomplifhed  dieir  objeA. 

In  a  Turkifh  army,  the  Dehlis,  whofe  name  implies  de^eradoes, 
or  madmen,  form  a  part  of  the  light  cavalry.  They  bo^ft,  not  witk- 
out  reaibn,  of  their  courage  and  temerity ;  and  are  iaid'  to  fibtl  IK> 
hcfitatioii  in  undertaking  the  moft  -daring  enterprifds.     Thiey  arc 
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armed  and  equipped  nearly  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  other  Turkiih 
military,  with  the  exception,  that  they  wear  a  very  high  cap  of  a 
cylindrical  form,  made  of  paftcboard,  and  covered  either  with  fhcep- 
fkin  died  of  a  black  colour^  or  with  black  cloth.  This  cap  is  fecured 
to  the  head  by  a  coloured  muflin  or  cotton  handkerchief.  One  of 
thefe  horfemea#  accoutercd  and  equipped  (or  iervice,  is  reprci<;nted 
in  Plate  Vlil. 

About  this  time  Lieutenant* colonel  Holloway  and  Major  Hope 
were  relpcdively  requeued  by  the  mikmendar  attached  to  the  naif- 
i^j  t/f>  give  orders  to  their  men  not  ta  fmoke  in  paffing  the  teot  of 
the  Grand  Vizier,  left  they  ihould  be  infiilted  by  the  Turkifli  mili- 
tary, contrary  to  whofe  cuftom  this  pra6tice  was.  A  caution,  founded 
on  fo  prudential  a  motive,  was^  it  may  naturally  be  fuppofed,  not 
Q^le&ed. 

On  the  7th  Mahomed  Padia  reached  the  camp  from  Ramla, 
with  troops,  by  whom  the  ufual  difcharges  of  muiketry  were  made 
on  entering  the  ground;  and  on  the  14th  Hailan  Bey  Djadavi  quit- 
ted  the  camp  £>r  £1- Ariih,  with  a  corps  of  five  hundred  Mamelukes. 
Here  my  narrative  is  about  to  take  a  new  turn.  A  vifit  to  Jeru- 
ialem,  and  other  parts  of  the  Holy  Land,  had  been  for  fome  time 
projeAed ;  and  the  ftaste  of  ina&ion  in  which  we  found  ourfelves  at 
this  jundure  prompted  U3  to  gratify  our  ardent  curioiity,  by  the  ac- 
complifhment  of  fucfa  a  journey,  the  particulars  of  which  I  ihall 
now  proceed  to  detail. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

PROGRESS   THBOUGH   THE  HOLY  LAND— RUINS  OP  A  TOWER    ERECTED    IN 
HONOUR  OF    FORTY   MARTYRS — ARARIAN  DWELLINGS — ^RAMLA— DATE* 

TREES— i-OPUTHALMIA — ^RESIDENCE  OF  THE  JEWISH  M0NA3CHS ST.  JE- 

ROM — ARRIVAL  AT  JERUSALEM — SITUATION  OF  THAT  CITY — 60LOMON*8 

TEMPLE — RESIDENCE    OF   PONTIUS  PILATE ^EXTRAORDINARY  THREAT 

OF  RONAPARTE MOUNT  OF  OLIVES DAVID*S  TOWER ^HOLY  SEPUL- 
CHRE  SCENE  OF   OUR    8AVI0UR*S   SUFFERINGS TOME  OF  RALDWIN— 

HUMANITY  AND  GOOD   SENSE  OF  A  TURKISH  8ANTON VISIT  FROM  THE 

MUFTI ^ARMENIAN    CONVENT — HEAD    OF    ST.   JAMES AMOUNT   SION-— 

BETHLEM — TEMPLE  OF  ST.  C ATHARIN  E^POOLS  OF  80LOMON-~OAR- 
DENS  OF  SOLOMON — BIRTH-PLACE  OF    OUR   SAVIOUR — RECEPTACLE  OF 

THE  MURDERED  INNOCENTS — TOMB    OF    ST.   JEROM CONVENT  OF  ST, 

CATHARINE — INHABITANTS  OF  BETHLEM*— SEPULCHRES  OF  THE  KINGS 

SEPULCHRE   OF   THE  VIRGIN    MARY— VALLEY    OF  JEHOSAPHAT IM* 

PRESSION  OF  OUR  8AVIOUR*8  FOOT  ON   THE   MOUNT  OF  OLIVES — 'TOMBS 

OF  ABSALOM  AND   ZBCHARIAH ^WBLLS  OF   NBHBMIAH BURIAL-PLACE 

OF  KING  DAVID— CONVENT  OF  ST.  HELENA — BIRTH-PLACE  OF  JOHN 
THE  BAPTIST — ^JOSEPH  OF  ARIMATHEA — TOPOGRAPHICAL  ACCOUNT  OF 
THE  MOST  INTERESTING  OBJECTS  IN  THE  HOLY  LAND. 

/^N  the  morning  of  the  1 5  th  of  Oftobcr,  before  break  of  day,  wc 
^^  left  the  camp  on  our  way  to  Jerufalem.  Our  party  confifted 
of  the  general  and  Mrs.  Koehler,  Major  Hope,  Captain  Leake, 
Meff.  Chandler,  Whiteman,  Pink,  and  myielf.  We  were  accompa-^ 
nied  by  the  choarbagi,  a  party  of  Janiflaries,  a  fmall  detachment  of 
Turkilh  horfemen,  and  other  guards  and  attendants.    After  a  very 
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agreeable  ride  of  three  hoursi  we  arrived  at  Ramlai  within  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  of  which  we  met  with  a  large  ruin^  having  a  fquare  fteeple, 
and  a  gallery  above,  in  afcendihg  to  which  we  counted  an  hundred 
and  twelve  fleps.  It  is  faid  that  it  was  formerly  much  loftier  than  it 
is  at  prefent,  and  was  ereded  in  honour  of  the  forty  martyrs  who 
fuffered  death  in  Armenia.  In  our  route  from  this  place,  we  paiTed 
through  feveral  Arab  villages,  while  others  were  fcattered  to  the 
right  and  left.  In  thefc  villages  the  caves  or  dwellings  were  cbn- 
ftraded  of  ftones  and  mud,  ill  compaded  together,  and  of  a  round 
form,  refembling  that  of  a  bee*hive,  with  a  fmall  hole  for  the  en- 
trance, which  ferved  at  the  fame  time  to  admit  the  air,  and  to 
afFord  a  paflage  to  the  fmoke.  The  roofs  of  theie  dwellings,  in 
which,  wretched  as  they  were,  the  Arab  cultivators  were  condemned 
to  pais  their  lives,  were  formed  of  bufhes,  ftraw,  and  other  fimilar 
materials,  covered  with  mud. 

We  took  up  our  abode  for  the  remainder  of  the  day,  and  for  the 
night,  in  the  Latin  convent  at  Ramla.    The  country  in  the  vicinity 
of  this  convent,  a  plain  of  ieveral  miles  in  extent,  is  extremely  fertile, 
and,  if  it  was  well  cultivated,  would  afFord,  independently  of  a  rich 
pafhirage  for  cattle,  an  abundance  of  grain ; — I  might  indeed  fay  of 
all  that  is  neceflary  for  the  fupport  of  man.     Within  the  town,  the 
houfes  are  built  of  flone,  and  are  provided  with  domes  and  terraces. 
Notwithflanding,  at  the  time  of  our  vifit,  many  of  them  were,  from 
the  flate  of  the  country,  unoccupied,  they  exhibited  in  general  a 
much  more  refpedable  appearance  than  thofe  of  Jaffa.    Prior  to  the 
war,  there  was  in  this  place  an  extenfive  foap  manufadoiy ;  but  the 
building  in  which  it  had  been  carried  on,  having  been  fince  de- 
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fcrtcd,  had  fallen  in  ruins.  Wc  wttt  informed  on  our  arriyal  that 
Mahomed  Pacha  had  reached  Bamk  the  preceding  evening. 

The  choice  of  the  Arabs,  in  ere Aing  their  buildings,  and  in  form* 
ing  thcmfelves  into  a  congregated  fociety,  appears  to  have  been  con- 
ftantly  direftcd  to  an  elevated  (ituation,  in  contradiftindKon  to  the 
ancient  praftice  in  Europe,  where  it  has  been  remarked,  that  the 
vallies  and  low  grounds  have  been  generally  feleded  for  the  fite  of 
the  towns  and  villages.  This  remark  particularly  applies  to  the  more 
northern  parts  of  Europe,  where,  in  addition  to  the  convenience  of 
procuring  a  better  fupply  of  water,  a  Ihelter  from  the  inclement 
winds  was  to  be  defired.  In  the  burning  clime  of  Alia,  on  the  other 
hand,  every  breeze  was  to  be  courted ;  and  this  may  perhaps  explain 
the  motive  by  which  the  Arabs  were  originally  influenced  in  the 
pofition  of  their  towns.  That  of  Ramla  is  Situated  on  a  rifing  ground, 
commanding  a  very  extenfive  view  of  the  level,  open  country,  by 
which  it  is  iiirrounded  on  all  fides. 

As  we  had  brought  with  us  our  own  bedding,  and  other  convc* 
nicncies,  we  were  fbon  fettled  in  the  convent,  which  afforded  us 
nothing  but  the  bare  walls;  and  having  procured  provifions,  the 
cook  whom  wc  had  taken  the  precaution  to  bring  with  us,  began 
his  operations,  and  loon  fiipplied  us  with  a  good  dinner.  After  hav- 
ing taken  this  refrelhment,  we  went  into  the  town,  and  faw  the 
female  inhabitants  bufied  in  making  a  kind  of  cotton  cloth  for  their 
garments.  Wc  next  proceeded  to  the  bazar,  or  market,  which  was 
but  indifferently  fupplicd  with  a  few  fruits  and  vegetables,  fuch  as 
dates,  figs,  lemons,  cucumbers,  &c.  We  obferved  feveral  date-trees, 
with  fruit  on  them,  diftributed  among  the  buildings;  and  their 
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appearance,  thus  blended  as  they  were  with  the  houfts,  was  extremely 
pi6hirefque.     Without  the  town  we  noticed  a  fmall  pottery  for  the 
fabrication  of  vales  to  hold  water.     Ramla  was  anciently  a  city,  but 
is  now  an  open  town  only,  under  the  government  of  the  Pacha  of. 
Jerufalem  and  Gaza,  Mahomed  Pacha. 

In  this  place  the  minarets  of  the  mofques  differ  very  effentially 
from  all  thofe  we  had  before  noticed.  It  contains  three  convents 
for  the  reception  of  the  pilgrims  on  their  way  to  the  holy  city. 

It  was  painful  to  me  to  obferve  that  the  difeafe  of  the  eyes,  fb 
common  in  thefe  countries,  prevailed  very  generally,  and  that  with 
great  violence,  among  the  poorer  clafTes  at  Ramla.  Both  young  and 
old  were  alike  afHided  by  blindiiefs.  This  was  not  furprifing,  fincc 
it  was  eafy  to  trace  in  their  fqualid  and  meagre  countenances  the 
tnanifefl:  caufes  of  difeafe,  namely,  the  want  of  a  good,  nourifhing  diet, 
and  the  necefTary  clothing  to  encourage  and  keep  up  the  excretions  of 
the  fkin.  The  drefs  of  the  females  confifted  of  a  blue  cotton  chemife 
only,  refembling  the  frock  of  an  Englilh  peafant,  and  reaching  nearly 
to  the  ankles,  with  a  broad  belt,  or  girdle,  fattened  about  the  waifl. 
The  men  were  dreffed  in  a  fimilar  manner,  but  with  a  white  inftead 
of  a  blue  chemife,  and  were  for  the  greater  part  without  fhoes. 

In  the  evening  we  paid  a  vifit  to  Mahomed  Pacha,  a  great  fa- 
vourite of  the  Vizier,  and  very  ufeful  to  him  in  the  country,  as  a 
colledgr  of  the  tributes.  His  reception  was  of  the  moft  friendly 
kind ;  and  he  offered  us  every  affiflancc  on  our  route,  promifing  to 
fend  forward  a  meffenger,  to  give  notice,  at  the  places  through  which 
we  were  to  pafs,  of  our  approach,  together  with  fuch  orders  as  might 
facilitate  our  views.     After  having  taken  the  refrcfhments  which 
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were  prefcnted  to  U3j  wq  retwued  to  tk»  convent^  wJb^re  the  generic 
gave  u&  x^tice  to  be  in  readineis  U>  Ut  forwaiid  on  the  fidilowin^ 
morning  at  day- break. 

We  accordingly  left  K^mla  at;  five  in  the  ntoroing  of  the  lCtb» 
and,  after  a  ride  of  three  hours  over  the  ^aih>^  came  to  an  Ajrab  vil-f 
lagCj  named  CaiiTai  where  St.  James  wa^  d^osipitated*  In  thi»  viil&gc 
we  faw  the  method  employed  by  the  Arabs  to  preferve  theif  com 
from  pillage  and  fire.  It  coi^fts  in  digging  deep  pits^  fimilar  tf> 
wells,  ia  which  the  corn  is  ftore^  up,,  as-  im  a  granary.  Having 
breikfafl^Qd,  we  again  ict  forward  on  our  journey  aboufc  nine.  o^clock> 
palling  through  a  plain,  near  to  which  waa  %  village>  called  I^tron^ 
iaid  to  have  been  once  the  reiidence  of  the  kings  of  the  Jews»  To 
the  left  of  the  village  the  ruins  of  a  building  were  pointed  out  to  us> 
which  we  were  told  was  anciently  a  palace.  We  ihortly  aftes 
lentered  on  a  rocky  and  almoft  impenetrable'  road^  over  a  moun* 
tainous  territory,  which  continued,  with  little  variation,  until  out 
arrival  at  Jerufalem,  a  diilance  of  twenty-five  miles.  The  fafety 
and  comparative  facility  with  which  the  horfes  made  good  their 
way  through  this  didicult  rQad>  filled  with  rocks  and  precipices,  were 
tmly  furprifing :  nc^  the  finallefi  accident  occurred^  At  one  o'clock 
we  came  to  an  Arab  village,  named  St.  Jerom>  difiiant  from  Jera- 
falem  three  hours  journey.  We  there  made  a  halt  of  an  hour  and 
a  half,  and  iaw  a  lofty  building,  fijpported  by  beautiful  pillars,  for* 
merly  a  Chriflian  church,  iaid  to  have  been  built  by  the  Empre^ 
Helena,  but  now  converted  into  a  receptacle  for  cattle.  We  traced 
on  the  walls  the  veftigcs  of  leveral  fine  paintings  of  fcriptural  fub- 
jeds ;  and  afterwards  entered  an  arched  cavity  underneath,  in  which> 
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accordtng  to  every  probability,  t^  dead  had  been  depofited.  We 
left  the  village  at  half  paft  two^  and  were  met  ibon  after  by  a  party 
of  priefls  belonging  to  the  Greek  convent  at  Jerufalemj  virho  veete  on 
their  vmy  to  Ramla,  in  obedience  to  a  mandate  of  Mahomed  Pacha, 
but  on  what  occaiion  we  were  not  informed. 

On  otur  Approaching  Jerufalemi  we  were  met  by  the  Mufelem^  or 
Tutkifli  governor^  and  by  the  iuperior  of  the  Latin  convent^  in 
which  we  we»e  to  take  up  our  abode.  They  had  come  out  widi 
yieir  attendants^  to  compliment  us  on  our  arrival,  and  conduft  us  to 
the  city,  which  we  reached  at  about  half  paft  five  o*dock.  For  a 
confidend)le  diftaace  the  road  was  occupied  by  great  numbers  of  the 
lahabftants,  who  had  come  out  to  meet  us ;  and  the  ftre^  were 
thronged  in  our  paflage  through.  So  great  was  the  curiofity  which 
die  arrival  of  Chriftian  vifiton  had  exdted ! 

To  the  very  gates  of  Jerufalem  the  land  exhibited  the  fame  rocky 
and  barren  appearance  it  had  aiflumed  on  our  entering  the  moun- 
tainous territory.  The  city  itfelf  ftands  on  an  elevated  rocky  ground 
capable  of  yielding  but  little  prodttce  5  in  the  vicinity,  however.  We 
(aw  feveral  fpots,  which  the  inhabitants  had  with  great  indufhy  fer- 
tilized, by  clearing  away  the  ftones,  with  which  they  had  banked  up 
the  foil  to  prevent  it  from  being  wafhed  away,  and  by  reforting  to 
every  other  expedient  which  could  fuggeft  itfeif. 

This  foil,  which  is  a  reddiih  clay,  wherever  it  is  of  any  depth,  is 
eflentially  of  a  good  quality ;  confcquently  their  laborious  efforts  had 
been  rewarded,  in  thefe  partial  and  chofcn  fpots,  by  an  abundant 
produce  of  fruits,  com,  and  vegetables.  The  grapes  which  were 
prefcntcd  to  us  at  our  repafts,  were  uncommonly  fine  and  large :  at 

X  2 
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the'feafon  of  tlie  vintage  the  vineyards  ixxuA  have  had  a  pleafing 
afpeA  in  this  Und  of  rocks  and  mountains. 

.  Shortly  after  our  arrival,  the  governor  paid  a  formal  vifit  to  the 
general  and  officers,  in  the  courfe  of  which  he  tendered  to  us  every 
podible  alCftance  during  our  ftay  at  Jerufalem.  In  company  with 
three  of  my  fellow  travellen,  I  took  up  my  abode  iii  the  Latin  con- 
vent ;  while  the  general,  Mrs.  Koehler,  and  the  two  other  gentle* 
9ien,  eflabliflied  their  residence  at  jx  houfe  in  the  vicinity. 
.  On  the  following  morning,  after  breakfaft,  we  returned  the  gover- 
nor's viftt,  and  were  entertained  with  coffee,  iweetmeats,  and  other 
tcfrelhments.  From  one  of  the  windows  of  his  houfe  we  had  a  very 
pleafing  view  of  a  Turkiih  mofque,  built  on  the  foundations  of 
$olojiion's  temple.  Chriflians  are.  prohibited  from  entering  this 
mofque,  in  confequence  of  a  fuperflitious  opinion  entertained  by  the 
Turks,  that  if  any  one  of  them  ihould  fet  his  foot  on  the  confecrated 
ground  on  which  it  (lands,  the  Turkiih  empire  would  inilantly  be 
at  an  end. 

On  the  {pot  where  the  governor  refided,  it  is  reported  that  Pontius 
Pilate  dwelt ;  and  it  was  there,  according  to  traditional  accounts^ 
that  Peter  denied  Chrift  * 

Soon  after  our  return  to  the  generars  apartment,  the  patriarch  of 
the  Greek  church,  and  two  Armenian  bifhops,  attended  by  feveral 


*  To  prevent  a  repetition  of  the  words,  ^'  it  is  faid  -,"  ^*  according  to  traditional 
«^  accounts,"  &c.  I  fhall  in  future  give  the  reports  relative  to  the  paflages  of  fcripturc 
to  which  fuch  and  fuch  fpots  in  the  HotyLand  refer,  as  they  were  made  to  us,  leaving 
to  my  readers  the  conclufions  as  to.  the  greater  or  lefs  probability  of  the  accordance  of 
the  traditions  faid  to  have  been  handed  down,  with  the  events  they  are  intended  to 
illuibrate. 
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pricfts,  paid  us  a  vifit,  and  promifcd  us  every  attention  and  kindnefs 
jluring  our  ftay  in  Jerufalcm.     The  patriarch  informed  us,  that  the 

« 

fix  priefts  we  had  met  on  our  route,  and  who  were  on  their  way  to 
Eamla^  had  been  conftrained  to  undertake  that  journey  by  Mahomed 
Pacha.  As  he  could  not  explain  to  himfelf  why  they  had  been  thus 
forced  away,  he  appeared  extremely  anxious  about  them,  and  begged 
the  general  to  intereft  himfelf  in  their  behalf.  In  the  inquiries  he 
addrefled  to  us,  he  was  defirous  to  know  which  of  the  three  cities. 
Jerufalem,  Babylon,  or  Rome,  was  the  moft  ancient. 
.  We  were  told  by  the  priefts.  of  an  extraordinary  threat  made  by 
Bonaparte,  namely,  that  jQiould  he  ever  obtain  poiTeilion  of  Jerufalem, 
he  would  plant  the  tree  of  liberty  on  the  fpot  on  which  the  crofs  of 
Jefus  ftood ;  and  would  bury  the  firft  French  grenadier  who  fhould 
fall  in  the  attack,  in  the  tomb  of  our  Saviour. 

From  the  terrace  of  the  convent  in  which  we  were  lodged  we  had 
a  fine  view  of  the  Mount  of  Olives,  of  Mount  Sion,  and  indeed  of 
every  part  of  the  city,  the  extent  of  which  has  been  fb  much  dimi- 
niflied  in  modern  times,  that  the  circumference  \%  reckoned  not  to 
exceed  four  Englifh  miles.  The  walls  and  habitations  are  in  excel* 
lent  repair ;  and  the  former  are  provided  with  feveral  fmall  fquare 
towers.  Near  the  entrance  gate  is  a  caftle  denominated  David's 
tower,  the  ftones  in  the  inferior  part  of  which  are  very  maffive,  and 
apparently  of  great  antiquity. 

About  two  o'clock  we  went  to  the  church  called  the  church  of  the 
fepulchre,  as  being  built  over  the  holy  fepulchre,  in  company  with  the 
fuperior  of  our  convent,  with  whom,  I  (hould  obferve,  we  had  made 
an  arrangement  to  vifit  Bcthlcm  on  the  following  morning.  Efcorted 
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by  ieveral  of  the  reverend  fathers,  we  pafied  throt^h  a  iblemn  and 
graxid  entrance,  into  a  lofty  and  capacious  building  (ibooewhat  leii 
than  an  hundred  paces  long,  and  not  nsore  than  £xty  wide),  fupported 
by  ieveral  very  large  marble  pillars  of  the  Corinthian  order,  and  the 
dome  of  which  was  built  of  the  cedar  of  Lebanon.  Preparations  hav* 
ing  been  made  for  our  vrfit  to  this  fandmry,  it  was  lighted  up  w^ith 
more  than  ufual  ipkndour,  and  had  a  very  ftriking  and  awful  eBFcA* 
In  the  centre  of  the  building  is  the  holy  fepulchre,  which  is  now 
cafed  over  with  marble  for  its  better  preservation.  But  for  this  pre* 
caution,  indeed,  it  would  ere  this  have  been  broken  into  fragments, 
wliich  the  pilgrims  would  have  carried  off  as  ib  many  precious  relics. 
The  fepulchre,  we  are  told,  was  at  firfl  a  cave  hewn  in  the  rod  under 
ground ;  but  the  rock  having  been  fince  cut  away  in  every  diredlion,  it 
appears  now  in  the  form  of  a  grotto  above  ground.  In  beftowing  on  it 
a  cloie  infpedion,  we  met  with  the  ftone  on  which  they  toM  us  the 
angel  was  feated  when  Mary  fought  the  body  of  Jefus.  This  ftone 
had  been  removed  from  the  entrance.  The  fmall  building,  <m^  chapel, 
in  which  the  fepulchre  is  enclofed,  was  lighted  by  ieveral  large  and 
handibme  lamps,  a  certain  number  of  which  are  always  kept  burning. 
We  were  next  conduced  to  all  the  intereiHng  places  which  refpeded 
our  Saviour  previouily  to  his  death :  fuch  as  the  ipot  where  he  was 
confined  before  his  trial  and  condemnation;  that  where  he  was 
fcourged,  and  the  crown  of  thorns  placed  on  his  head ;  that  where 
he  was  nailed  to  the  crofs,  &c.  We  faw  the  fifTure  in  the  rock 
which  was  rent  by  the  earthquake  at  the  time  he  gave  up  the  ghofl, 
together  with  the  place  where  the  foldiers  cafl  lots  for  his  garments, 
and  the  fpot  where  his  body  was  embalmed. 
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The  whole  of  this  yeiy  exten£ve  building,  in  which  the  Greeks, 
Latins^  Annenians,  and  Copts,  hare  each  lefpedivelj  a  chapel,  ftands 
on  Mount  Calvary.  We  viiited  each  of  thefe  chapels.  Near  to  that 
which  was  built  bj  St*  Helena,  the  mother  of  Conftantine  the  Great, 
in  comnxemoration  of  the  finding  of  the  crois  on  which  our  Svaviour 
was  crucified,  we  faw  the  cavern  which  was  formerly  the  grand  refer- 
voir  of  water  that  contained  the  crois.  In  the  middle  of  the  Greek 
d«pcl  &ndj^  ™«bk  bafin  fixed  on  the  gn,m«i,  which  Ae  G«ek 
priefts  told  us  was  not  only  placed  in  the  centre  of  the  pile  of  builder 
ings,  but  in  the  centre  of  the  univerfe.  This  beautiful  chapel  is  built 
of  yellow  and  white  marble;  and  ieveral  of  the  columns  are  of  verd 
antique.  We  next  proceeded  to  the  chapel  where  Mary  vifited  Jefiis, 
the  pavement  of  which  is  of  beautiful  marble,  inlaid  and  ornamented 
with  much  tafte.  In  the  courfe  of  our  enquiries,  we  iaw  die  tomb 
of  Bddwin,  governor  of  Jerufalem,  who  was  killed  during  the  craiades. 

The  beauty  and  grandeur  of  thefe  buildings  do  great  credit  to  the 
age  in  which  they  were  executed.  Over  the  gate  which  led  us  to  the 
elegant  llm&qre,  ereded  by  the  order  of  St.  Helena,  in  which  the 
holy  fepulchre,  and  the  memorable  fpots  I  have  noticed  above,  are 
cndofed,  we  fiiw  the  vcfliges  of  feveral  pieces  of  fine  fculpture,  toge- 
ther with  a  confiderable  number  of  marble  and  granite  columns,  of 
the  Corinthian  order,  and  other  architedural  decorations. 

The  Greek  and  Armenian  priefts  entertained  us  with  coffee  and 
flierbet  in  their  refpe<^ive  chapels.  They  told  us  that  after  the  French 
had  landed  in  Egypt,  the  Turks  had,  on  a  plea  of  fufpicion  that  the 
monks  in  general  were  not  entire  flrangers  to  the  plans  and  intentions 
of  the  enemy,  fearched  their  monafleries  for  arms,  papers,  and  other 
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concealed  effeds,  and  had  obliged  them  to  ieek  refuge  in  the  building 
over  the  holy  fcpulchre.  They  had  there  threatened  to  bring  caiinon 
againfl  them,  and  put  them  to  death,  in  cafe  they  (hould  refufe  to 
open  the  door  of  the  building,  and  furrender  themielves.  In  this 
alarmipg  crilis  they  were  providentially  faved  by  a  Turkifti  fanton,  or 
fanatic,  ^¥ho  took  his  llation  on  an  elevated  part  of  the  city,  and  there 
harangued  the  MuiTulmen  in  behalf  of  the  minifters  of  the  Chriftian 
gofpel,  reminding  them  that,  having  fearched  their  monafteries,  they 
had  neither  found  arms  nor  any  other  objeft  which  could  lead  to  fuf- 
picion,  and  recommending  to  them  to  defift,  and  permit  the  unfortu* 
nate  pricfts  to  return  to  their  convents.  The  effecft  of  this  exhorta- 
tion was,  that  the  multitude  laid  afide  their  fanguinary  purfuit,  and 
the  monks  were  permitted  to  return  quietly  to  their  homes.  They 
were  not  ungrateful  for  their  deliverance,  but  coUefted  a  confiderable 
fum  of  money  for  the  fanton,  which  he  with  great  delicacy  refufed. 

On  our  return  we  dined  at  the  convent  with  the  holy  fathers,  and 
proceeded  afterwards  to  the  general's  lodging,  where  the  vifit  of  the 
Mufti,  who  came  thither  to  pay  his  relpcfts,  was  ftiortly  after  an- 
nounced. This  pcrfonage,  who  feemed  to  carry  terror  and  difmay  in 
his  countenance,  told  us,  that  it  was  impoffible  Jerufalem  ihouid  ever 
be  taken,  as  there  were  feventy  thouland  prophets,  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  Dead  Sea,  ready  to  come  forward  for  its  protection  and  defence. 
He  alfo  declared  to  us,  that  it  was  recorded  in  the  facred  writings, 
that  the  Englifh  and  Turks  had  been  friends  for  more  than  a  thoufand 
years.  He  was  not  only  fupreme  of  the  church,  but  held  the  office 
of  cadi,  or  judge. 

On  his  departure  we  returned  the  vifits  of  the  Greek  and  Armenian 
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d^rg^*  Th6  Armeiiiaa  .church^rafine  and  elegant  ftrudure,  was  or-* 
namcDted  by  feyeral  good  fbriptural  paintings.  The  fathers  pointed 
out  to  us  the  fpot  where  the  head  of  St. .  James  was  deposited,  after  he 
.had  been  decapitated  at  Caifia. 

We  fofe  ^t  fire  in  the  moming  of  thd  1 8th»  and  went  to  the  cliapel» 
where  ma&  was  performii\g«  We  breakfafled  fliortly  after,  and  at 
feven  o'clock  left  Jerufalem  on  our  way  to  Belhlem,  accompanied  by 
the  iliperior  and  feyerdl  of  the  monks  belonging  to  tl^  Latin  convent, 
in  which  ^e  had  taken  up  oor«  tefidence.  On  our  quitting  the  city, 
yre  p^^ed.  Mpnnt  SHosk,  on  which  the  walls  of  the  city  are.  partly 
built,  and  which  is  fcparated  by  a  valley  from  the  hill  where  Judas 
licariot  £>kl  Jeftis  for  thirty  pieces  of  money.  The  road  wipds  over 
a  pdrt  of  this  -hilL  After  an  hour's  journey,,  we  reached  a  convsent 
b^ilt  by  St.  Helena*  from  vfhenoe  we  had  a  view  of  Bethlem,  the 
toad  leading'  to  which  is  extremely  rocky,  and  of  a  very  dneary'  ap-> 
pearance.  On  approaching*  the  Dead  Sea  was  in  our  view.  Beth* 
^em  {lands  on  a  lofty  mountain,  the  foil  of  which  abounds  in  chalk 
and  marl.  The  inhabitants  came  out  to  welcome  us  on  the  road ; 
and  this  was  done  by  the  women,  by  a  moil  hideous  fhrieking  noife, 
accompanied  by  geftures  and  diilortiona^  which  it  would  be  difficult 
to  dcfcribe.  On  our  parage  throu^ .  the  ftreets,  the  houfes  were 
thronged  with  people. 

As  we  approached  the  convent,  in  which  we  were  received  with 
great  ho/pitality,  we  pa0ed  beneath  the  tvioi  of  an  ancient  gate-way, 
and  afterwards  entered  a  lofty  batlding*  ereded  by  St.  Helena,  an« 
ciendy  ftyled  the  temple,  but  now  the  convent,  of  St.  Catharine.  It^ 
is  ornamented  with  at  leafi  fifty  lofty  and  beautiful  columns  of  marble, 
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of  the  Corinthian  order ;  and  has  on  its  Walls  the  remains  of  feverBl 
fine  paintings  in  frefco  oi  fcriptural  ^bjefbs^  reprefenting  the  apollles, 
patriarchs,  &c.  The  beauty  and  iymmctry  of  the  temple  have  been 
in  fbme  meafure  deftroyed  by  a  portion  of  it,  which  they  have  con* 
Verted  into  a  chapel,  having  bedii  divided  off  by  the  Greeks,  who  re- 
ceived  permiffion  from  the  Turks  to  do  io^  on  their  confenting  to  pay 
an  tohual  contribution. 

After  having  piartaken  of  an  excellent  breakfaft,  provided  by  t^e 
fuperior  of  the  convent, :  we  went  to  fee  the  three  furprifing  baiins 
built  by  Solomon,  near  to  which  he  is  faid  to  have  fpent  much  of  his 
time. 

The  pools,  or  baiins  of  Solomon,  are  three  in  number,  and  iituated 
in  a  floping  hollow  of  the  mountain,  one  above  another ;  fo  that  the 
waters  of  the  uppermoft  deicend  into  the  lecond,  and  thofe  of  the 
iecond  to  the  third.  Their  figure  is  quadrangular.  The  breadth 
is  nearly  the  fame  in  all,  amounting  to  between  eighty  and  ninety 

w 

paces.  In  their  length  they  differ ;  the  firfl:  being  about  one  hundred 
and  fixty  paces  long,  the  fecond  two  hundred,  and  the  third  two  hun* 
dred  and  twenty.  The  depth  of  each  is  coniiderable.  They  are  lined 
with  flone,  plaiflered,  and  in  a  tolerable  fhite  of  repair.  They  con- 
tained, however,  but  little  water  when  I  viiited  them. 

The  monks,  by  whom  we  were  accompanied,  coniidered  thefe 
pools,  or  bafms,  as  one  of  the  greatefl  antiquities  in  the  country. 

They  are  diflant  two  hours  journey  from  Beithlem ;  and  the  road 
which  leads  jto  them,  confiiling  entirely  of  rocks,  is  almoft  impradi- 
cable.  Thefe  bafins  fupplied  the  inhabitants  of  Bethlem  and  Jera* 
falem  with  water,  by  means  of  aqueduAs,  which  appeared,  however. 
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ftt  the  time  of  our  Tifit,  to  be  ibmewhat  out  of  repair.  In  the  ncinity 
of  the  pook  we  noticed  a  Turkish  fort ;  and,  not  far  from  it,  the 
iburce  or  ipring,  by  whi<^  the  bafins  are  fiipplied  with  water,  as  well 
as  by  the  rains  which  occafionally  fall  upon  the  neighbouring  moun- 
tains>  during  the  winter  ieafbn. 

In  returning,  we  pafled  through  a  valley,  in  which  was  a  garden^ 
entitled!  the  garden  of  Solomon.  Its  irrigation  having  been  favoured 
by  the  water  which  at  times  iilues  from  the  rocks  above  into  the  val- 
ley, the  vegetables  it  contained  had  a  very  promiiing  appearance.  We 
&w  in  the  valley  the  ruin  alfo  of  a  building,  which,  we  were  t<Aip 
had  been  inhabited  by  Solomon's  concubines. 

On  approaching  Bethlem,  the  general  made  a  iketch  of  the  town; 
and  we  found,  on  our  arrival,  a  fumptuous  dinner  prepared  for  us  at 
the  convent.  After  this  repaft,  we  viiited  the  birth-place  of  our  Sa- 
viour, a  deep  cavern  hewn  out  of  the  iblid  rock,  and  lighted  up  by  a 
coniiderable  number  of  lamps,  in  whith  thq  manger  was,  as  well  as 
every  other  interefting  particular,,  pointed  out  to  us.  The  manger 
was,,  for  theiame  reaibn  as  the  iepulchre,  cafed  over  with  marble,  to 
prievent.  the.  pilgriins  iroixi  mudkttng  itj  arid  carrying  ofF  with  them 
fragments;of >  fuch  precious  relics.  We  wer^  afterward^  condu^fled  to  a 
variety  .of  roehK>rabIe  fpots,  iihd,  among  them,  to  the  deep  and  im- 
jsien&l}f. large!  cui&nx!ipto:.;whichthk. bodies  of  the  infants,  murdered 
by  the.  command  of  Herod,  lAnire .  thrb wn;  '  Near  to  this  ciftern  the 
tomb  oC  S^.  Jerdrijij^  was.  f\tttated.'  .  : 

The  convent  of  St.  Catharine,  in  ^hich  at  one  time  twenty  monks 
refidedi  but  the  .number  of  rwhom  was  now- reduced  to  eight,  and  the 

T  2 
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Greek  and  Annenian  convents,  being  all  of.  tfaem- "within  the  iame 
walU  suid  cnclofure,  fo  93  to  conititute  onclargb  and^enticc  building 
only 9  all  the  evor  memorable  places  witfatin.Bethlein  which  the  iatcs^d 
,  lyritings  have  recorded>  are  tn  this  way  built  over  and  pre&rvoL 

The  inhabitants  of  Bethlem  confifl:,  {tx  the  gi«iter  psrt^  of  Greeks^ 
^ritaenians^  and  Arabs  converted  to  chrifiianlty.  Among  its  popula- 
jtion  but  few  Turks  are  to  be  found.  The  dreistofthe  men,  like  that 
of  the  netghbouriog  peafants,  is  extremely  fimple,  and  confifb  of  a 
loQg  white  chemife^  or  frock,  with  a  girdle  fiiftened  round  the  waifh 
yisry  few  of  the  poorer  ibrt,  whether  males  or  femkles,  wear  ihoes. 
The  women  are  dreiTed  in  a  blue  chcmife,  with  a  cotton  belt,  or 
girdlcj  and  cover  the  head  with  a  long  white  veil,  which  flovrs  loofcly 
down  the  back.  Their  complexion  is  very  dark,  approaching  almoft 
to  Uaek.  They  are  very  laborious^  aind  fiibmit  to  every  defcription 
pf  drudgery.  They  ^re  betrothed  as  foon  as  they  come  into  the  worid ; 
and  marry  at  the  early  age  of  twelve  years. 

.  Bethlem  {landing  on  an  eminence,  and  cm  a  chalky  ibil,  is  juftly 
iconiidered  by  the  inhabitants  as  poflcfling  a  very  &lubrioiis  air ;  in 
proof  of  which  I  observed  but  few  among  them  who  had  «ilidLly  ap^ 
|>earance.  There  were  indeed  fome  cafes  of  ophthalmia,  but  very  rare^ 
The  fides  of  the  mountain  on  which  thistown  is  iituated  were,  as  weH 
as  the  fummit,  interfpcried  with  fiiie.viiifejmBdls^  banked  in  vfith  ilone0> 
which  mufl  have  cofl  a  prodigidus  labour  to  the  cultivators.  The 
grapes  they  yielded  were  remarkably  laijge,  and  finely  flavoured.  In 
addition  to  theie  we  iaw  figs^  pomegranates,  and  an  abundance  of 
•olives,  on  which  fruits  the  inhabitants^  iiia  ^eat  moafure,  febfift.     Ia 
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the  valliet  ibme  com  b  produced ;  and  the  bread  made  from  it  is  of 
an  excellent  quality!  The  dews^  ivkich  fall  in  great  abundance,  arc 
highly  favourable  to  the  vegetation  in  general. 

As  vre  had  to  return,  in  the  afternoon,  the  vifits  of  the  Greek  and 
Armenian  patriarchs,  it  vras  fomewhat  late  before  we  quitted  Beth* 
lem,  infbmuch  that  we  did  not  reach  our  convent  at  Jerufalem  until 
feven  in  the  evening*  I  brought  away  with  me  from  the  former  of 
the£s  places,  ieveral  chaplets,  or  ftrings  of  beads,  made  from  a  fmit 
brought  from  Mecca,  dyed  of  a  Ted  colour,  and  croiTes,  and  other 
trinkets  made  from  a  pearl  oyfter,  which  the  inhabitants  procure  fronl 
the  Red  Sea,  and  which  they  manufacture  into  thefe  curious  articles 
with  great  addreis. 

On  the  iQth,  at  eleven  in  the  morning,  we  left  the  convent  at 
Jemfaleni,  on  our  way  to  the  Mount  of  Olives,  iituated  at  about  a 
mile's  diflance  from  the  walls  of  the  city.  Our  attention  was  then 
direded  to  the  fepulchres  of  the  kings,  which  the  monks  confider  as 
the  third  wonder  in  that  part  of  the  world.  To  infpe6t  them,  we 
entered  at  the  eaft  fide,  through  an  opening  cut  out  of  the  folid  rock, 
which  brought  us  into  a  ^acious  court  of  about  forty  paces  fquace, 
cut  down  into  the  rock,  with  which  it  is  encorapafTed  inflead  of  walls. 
On  the  fouth  fide  of  this  court  there  is  a  portico,  nine  paces  loiig,  and 
about  four  broad,  in  like  manner  hewn  out  of  the  natural  rock.  It 
has  a  kind  of  architrave  running  along  its  front,  and  although  time 
has  certainly  deprived  it  of  »fbmc  of  its  beauties,  yet  it  ftill  exhi- 
bits the  remains  of  excellent  fculpturc  of  flowers,  fruits,  &:c.  On  the 
kft  hand,  within  this  portico,  we  entered  a  fmall  aperture  upon  our 
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knees  and  hands ;  the  paiTage  was  become  difficult  on  account  of 
the  accumulation  of  rubbifh  colleded  at  its  mouth. . 

We  reached  at  the  commencement  a  large  fquare  chamber,  cut 
with  great  neatneis  and  exa&nefs  out  of  the  folid  rock.  From  this 
chamber  we  entered  a  fecond,  which  led  to  feveral  more,  five  or  fix 
in  all,  one  within  the  other,  nearly  of  the  fame  defcription  as  the  firft* 
except  that  in  the  interior  chambers  there  were  niches,  or  fepulchre^ 
for  the  reception  of  the  dead.  Each  of  thefe  caverns,  or  chambers, 
had  niches  for  four,  fix,  or  eight  bodies.  The  mutilated  portions  of 
the  farcophagi,  ornamented  with  fine  fculpture,  lay  fcattercd  upon  the 
ground,  as  well  as  the  fragments  of  the  done  doors  by  which  thcie 
chambers  had  been  anciently  clofed. 

The  lid  of  one  of  the  farcophagi,  feven  feet  in  length,  having  on  it 
grapes,  leaves,  acorns,  and  various  other  devices,  very  beautifully 
fculptured,  was  in  an  entire  ftate. 

A  door  of  one  of  the  chambers  was  ftill  hanging.  It  coniiilcd  of  a 
mafs  of  fblid  flone;  refembling  the  rock  it(elf,  of  about  fix  inches  in 
thicknefs,  but  in  iize  le(s  than  an  ordinary  door.  '.  It  turned  upon  two 
hinges,  contrived  in  the  manner  of  axles.  ;Thele  hinges  were  of  the 
fame  entire  piece  of  ftone  with  the  door,  and  were  received  into  two 
holes  of  the  immoveable  rock,  one  at  the  top,  the  other  at  the  bottom. 

In  fbme  of  thefe  chambers  the.  dead  bodies  were  laid  upon  benches 
of  ftone ;  others  had  fepulchres  cut  in  the  form  of  ovens.  In  the  dif* 
ferent  chambers  which  I  entered,  I  imagine  from  forty  to  fifty  bodies 
might  have  been  depofited.  Whether  the  kings  of  Ifrael  or  of  Judah, 
or  any  other  kings  were  the  confbrudors  of  them,  they  have  certainly 
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been  contrived  with  infinite  ingenuity^  and  completed  with  immenfe 
labour,  . 

Having  withdrawn  from  theie  interefting  maufoleii  or  caverns, 
we  proceeded  to  the  fepulchres  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  of  her  mother, 
and  of  Jofeph,  all  of  them  fituated  in  the  valley  of  Jehoihaphat,  and 
over  which  was  ereifled  a  large  ftone  building,  re-conftruded  by  the 
Armenians,  about  forty  years  before.  It  was  in  the  vicinity  of  this 
ipot  that  St.  Stephen  was  ftoned.  To  reach  the  fepulchres,  which 
were  in  the  inferior  part  of  a  cavern,  dug  from  the  fblid  rock,  we  had 
to  defcend  a  flight  of  forty-eight  fleps.  The  Virgin's  fepulchre  was 
lighted  by  lamps,  which  were  conflantly  kept  burning  at  the  joint 
expence  of  the  Grreeks,  Armenians,  and  Copts.  I  brought  away  with 
hie  feveral  fmall  pieces  of  the  rock,  cut  in  fquares,  which  the  inhabi- 
tants take  care  to  provide  for  the  gratification  of  the  curious  traveller. 
Contiguous  to  the  building  creeled  over  the  fepulchres,  we  entered  a 
cave,  in  which  our  Saviour  is  faid  to  have  fweated  blood.  The  monks 
by  whom  we  were  accompanied,  pointed  out  to  us  feveral  large,  and 
apparently  ancient  olive-trees,  which,  they  afTured  us,  were  in  exif^ 
tence  in  the  time  of  our  Saviour,  and  which  flood  in  the  front  of  the 
building.  We  did  not  prefume  to  queftion  their  erudition  on  this 
point  of  natural  hiflory;  but  could  not  help,  admiring  the  attention 
they  beflowed  on  them,  in  encompafCng  their  roots  by  flones,  and 
filling  up  the  cavities  of  their  decayed  trunks  with  the  fame  mate- 
rials, for  their  better  prefervation. 

On  our  quitting  this  fpot,  we  went  to  the  Mount  of  Olives,  a  very 
fleep  hiU,.on  the  eafl  fide  of  Jerufalem,  the  valley  of  Jchofliaphat  lying 
between  the  mount  and  city.    On  our  reaching  its  fummit,  we  were 
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conduced  to  a  fmall  circular  building,  in  which  the  reverend  fatheti 
pointed  out  to  us  the  impreffion  of  our  Saviour's  foot  in  a  ftone,  when 
he  afcended  into  heaven.  The  Chriftian  inhabitants,  when  they  tiiit 
the  Mount  of  Olives,  do  not  content  themfeives  v^ith  ialuting  tiiis  cavity 
in  the  ilone,  but  al(b  rub  on  it  the  fragments  of  marble  taken  from  the 
rock  beneath,  at  the  fepulchre  of  the  bleffed  Virgin.  The  fmall  building 
ereded  over  the  place  of  afcenfion  is  contiguous  to  a  Turkiih  mofque, 
and  is  in  the  poiTefficm  of  the  Turks,  who  derive  a  profit  firom  fliDwing 
its  contents ;  and  who  alio  fubjed  the  Chriftians  to  an  annual  con- 
tribution for  a  permiffion  to  officiate  within  it,  according  to  their 
ritual,  on  Afcenfion- day.  At  the  diilance  of  about  an  hundred  yards 
from  the  mofque  is  the  fpot  where  the  angel  appeared  to  Jcfus,  warn* 
ihg  him  to  afccnd,  as  his  place  was  not  on  earth,  but  above ;  and 
where  the  apoftles  were  ailbmbled  at  the  moment  of  his  afcenficm. 
From  the  mofque  itfelf  we  had  a  fine  and  commanding  view  of  Jem*' 
falem.  Mount  Sion,  and  the  Dead  Sea. 

In  defcending  the  mountain,  and  in  pafling  afterwards  through  the 
valley  of  Jehofhaphat,  we  were  gratified  by  the  view  of  feveral  memo*- 
table  fpots.  We  faw,  among  others*  the  tombs  of  Abfalom  and  Ze- 
chariah  ;  and  vifited  the  place  where  the  apofliles  concealed  themfeives 
when  Jefus  was  led  by.  We  were  next  conducted  to  the  well  of  St. 
Barb,  at  the  foot  of  Mount  Sion,  where  the  veflments  of  Jefus  wer<ft 
wafhed  ;  and,  at  an  inconfiderable  diilance  from  it,  infpeded  the  wells 
of  Nehemiah . 

On  leaving  the  valley  of  Jehofhaphat,  we  paiTed  to  the  right  of  the 
place  where  the  body  of  the  prophet  Ifaiah  was  fevered  into  two  parts. 
In  afcending  Mount  Sion,  we  faw^  on  the  acclivity  of  an  oppofito 


mountain;  a  building  ^reded  <on  this  (^t  where  Ja3^  Ifcariot  betrayed 
Jefus  for  thirty  pieces  of  filver.  On  reaching  the  fummit  of  the 
moutit^  a  church  and  convait^  belonging  to  thfe  Attneniins^  lArere 
pointed  out  to  us,  fituatcd  at  a  fmall  dillandi  fi:6ih  the  ehbince  gate 
leading  to  the  back  part  of  the  dfy.  h  ^iBA  thttt^  the  ihonks  ih-^ 
formed  us,  that  the  cbck  &tw  whin  l^^tetr  6tmtA  Ckrift.  Withotifc 
Uic  city  walls,  and  on  Mount  Sion,  Aete  i^  a  TUrkiih  moiqiie  (End- 
ing on  the  ground  where  Kiflg  daVid  was  buried,  ind  whbite  ou^ 
Saviour  inftitutod  the  Lord*s  fup^^ 

"  We  rctuttied  to  JenkiUimi  atid  hating  pBHrtklitA  of  a  good  dinned 
kt  the  convent,  paid  an  eVei^n^s  vifit  to  the  Alufti,  who  rectiUed  tli 
with  much  hoipitality  and  polilenefs,  and  Who  e]t|>refled  his  wi(h  thii 
we  would  fpend  aaother  day  itl  th«  holy  eity,  in  ordef  that  h6  might 

• 

entertiun  us  in  a  iuitable  manner.  Wt  hadj  fadvrever,  tAStie  avtt 
arrangements  to  ftt  <mt  on  the  following  hiomihg,  on  oat  returtt  to 
Jafia. 

Having  ocoonliiiglj  made  an  «arlj  hreklifk^  at  tht  cohyettt,  \f e  hft 
JerufidciB  at  eight  in  the  tnomiiig  of  thi  :Soth.  Otxr  pliti  Was,  to  hali; 
at  St.  Jetottxt  in  the  eyening ;  to  ptode^d  to  HitlAk  on  the  follomrtg 
day ;  and  to  reach  Ja^  on  the  thi/d.  6r  out  Wkj  td  th<:  VtUa^  of 
St.  Jobfly  diilant  tbvee  houirs- joumt^  (torn  Jettifalehr,  a  fine  btitlffihg, 
ftyled  the  convent  of  St.  Helena,  was  pointed  out  to  us,  as  havitig 
been  buih  by  that  emprefi  Ori  the  fpot  whence  the  tfmbcr  v^as^  taken 
for  ottr  Saviomt's  crofi.  Irt  tho  village  kfclf,  the  birth-place  of  St. 
Jobft  the  Baptiift,  ther«  is  alfo  a  tuMbtk.  Wd  an»ived  thcfc  it  dkveh: 
o'dodky  and  havhig  erif«rrid*  the  ihurch/  wd*  iBrtiacd  to  the  ^l: 
wfa«M  £»tr  Jbhtl  was(  bofn>  and  Whteh  is  edia&ta^f  Ughtci  ti)p  by  knips. 
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The  church  is  very  neatly  decorated^  atid  is  ornamented  by  ievend 
good  pidures. 

The  inhabitants  of  St.  John  are  a  mixture  of  Turks  and  Arabs, 
the  former  of  whom  are  by  far  the  moft  numerous.  They  were,  at 
the  time  of  our  vifit,  as  well  as  t^o  other  neighbouring  villages,  in  a 
hoftile  {late  to  Mahomed  Pacha,  wlio,  not  content  with  having  levied 
the  cuftomary  annual  avanias,  or  tributes,  had.  endeavoured  to  ezad 
heavy  contributions,  which  they  had  neither  the  will  nor  the  capacity 
to  pay.  They  had  accordingly  aiTemUed,  and  bad.  Cwom,  laying  their 
f words  acrofs,  ivhich  with  them  adds  great 'folemnity  to  the  protefta- 
tion,  that  they  would  prefer  death  to  a  fubmiffion  to  any  demand 
which  ihould  exceed  the  cuilomary  amount  of  their  contributions. 
In  the  vicinity  of  this  village  there  are  ieveral  finb  vineyards,  and  other 
fjpots  in  excellent  cultivation. 

.  ^  After  having  taken  the  neceflary  refrefliments^  we  quitted  St.  John 
at  two  in  the  afternoon,  on  our  way  to  St.  Jerome ;  on  our  approaching 
which  place  we  were^  met  by  the  Arab  iheick,  and  a  coniiderable 
number  of  his  people,  .who  had  come  out  to.  welcome  us,  and  pay 
their  refpeds.  On  our  arrival,  at  half  pafl  four  o*clock,  we  were  con« 
di^ded  to  a  hou^  which  had  been  prepared  for  our  reception ;  and, 
having  brought  with  us  cold  provUipns,  we  loon  fonnd .  ourieives  at 
our  eaie. 

Shortly  after  we  had  reached  the  village^  the  inhabiti^itsi  who  were 
equally  refradory  with  thoie  of  St.  John,  were  thrdwn  into  great 
confufion  and  alarm  by  the  rumour  that  the  troops  of  Mahomed 
Pacha  were  approaching.  Inilantly  both  men  and  wocoefir  iQkd/to  ah 
adjoining  poll,  iituated  on  a  lofty  mountain,  vety  diffictilt  of  accei^ 
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and  equally  hazardous  to  an.  enemy  v^ho  ihould  meditate  an  attack. 
Thej  there  waited  further  intelligence  reipeding  the  advances  of  the 
redoubted  Paciia. 

On  our  rifmg  at  four  in  the  morning  of  the  21  ft,  there  was  a  very 
coniiderable  fall  of  dew,  which,  in  this  country,  where  the  rains  occur 
fo  feldom,  is  in  a  manner  indifpenfable  to  the  vegetation.  '  We  were 
tdd  at  Jerufsdem  that  rain  had  not  fallen  there  during  nine  months. 

The  vineyards  about  St.  Jerome,  cultivated  in  terraces,  or,  in  other 
words,  banked  in  with  Hones  to  prevent  the  efcape  of  the  foil  and 

moifture,  had  a  very  promifing  appearance.     We  left  that  place  about 

« 

feven  o'clock,  to  proceed  to  Ramla,  and  took  a  route  over  the  moun- 
tains, infinitely  more  agreeable  and  commodious  to  the  traveller  than 
that  by  which  we  had  paffed  on  our  way  to  Jerusalem.  We  arrived 
about  eleven  o^clock  at  the  villajge  of  Caiifa,  where  we  had  breakfaifted 
when  we  firft  proceeded  on  our  journey,  the  ^ay  after  our  departure 
from  Jaffa;  and,  having  halted  to  take  refrefliments,  purfued  our 
way  to  Ramla,  which  we  reached  at  two  in  the  afternoon,  fixing  our 
refidende,  as  before,  ^t  the  Latin  convents  .    .  '. 

•  Ramla,  the  ancient  Arimathea  of  the  iacred  writings,  is  well  known - 
ais  the  refidence'  of  Joieph,  the  rich  man  axvl  dliciple,  who  went  to 
Pontius  Pilate  to  beg  the  body  of  Jefiis,  which  having  obtained, 
he,  in  coiicert  with  Nioodemus,  took  it  down,  and  wrapped  it  in 
linen  clothes,  with  fpiceb,  after  the  maimer  of  the- Jews,  ^bpofit-^- 
ing  it  in  a  fepulchre,  hewn  out  of  the  rock,  which  had  been  pt<^pared 
for  himfelf.  The  view  of  the  town,  from  the  fide  at  which 
we  entered 'on  this  latter  occafion,  was  extremely  piAurefque' and 
beautiful.     It  is  ^tuated^  on  tHe  confine  of  a  ricK  and  *extenfive  pkin. 


the  lusji?i»H*  foil.  <rf  xRhich;  i%  q^abj«  ^  pfQdwi^  VKbftM^rot  i^  o3^ 
tifll.  tp.tbjj  fHbfiftqmoc^  of'  nj^a».,  We  ffcw  fk^etAl  pJw]tatiQii%  Qf  tfec; 
dourra,  or  Indian  corn,  together  i^ith  vineyards^  gai;4^fis  CG^^iQ}4g 
fwitp  ^1)4  vQgeli^hleA  %nA'f  d^s^  Qjf  wfitoik.  The  ©ui»crotts.  olive- tiQcs 
\yit4ipii|t  the  tQiviv.  »»4  th«-<ifeSerl;tf«.i»l«r/pnA4  between  the  bi^W* 

The  pavement  q(:  the  fl»«cfe  of  Burok  is^  list^i^ccjk  ^itfe  portions 

of  ipafbte ;  a^4;t^^  hwffcs^^  Ij^ing  partly  biilt:  of  tb^t  mft^riaj;,  wl>fch 
is  here,  of  ayello^iflx  caft>  wd  pwjtly  offtopQ,  with  tfeq  &d<}itiQO.Q£- 
domes  and:  teuacca^  haxQ  a  y^j^ji  jumi^  v^liagfejwUe^.appyc^nQ^.whoft: 
viewed]  ftxDm  an  ekwt^d  iitu»^ii;)D>. 

We:  wioic  totd  b]8  the  revierend  fnthsts.  be)o9^fig  tQ  qii«  q^jn^yesl^^ 
that  the  mountain  which  i3.contigiAOUft  tqf  tbe  I>ea4  S^^  cpffi^i  a  bjl- 
Ominous  matter^  with  whicli  tbci  ie»  jtfQlf  is  oeea^pq^lyoyejr/prettd; 
They  produced  a  fpccimeii  of  this*  ftib^iancc^  which  hfkd;the  appef^-* 
ance  of  commpu  pitch«  Ii  dQ  not  w^ih  t0  acoife  th^n)  of  dealing  ioi 
tbe  niarvelbua,  but  thfiy>fnrpriic(lus  not  a  little  when,  in  fpeaking  <^/ 
the  noxious  quality  of  the  air;  ixt.  tbc  vkunity  of  tb^-  Detid  Seai  tbey? 
a^<^ed^  th^t  it\otwithftati^ng  tl^ .  ihi.it$j  and  vegetables'  which  gi«w 
there  were  v«iy  fiue  ip  apf^^raRpe^;  they  wefc  deftitute  of  all  flfivoir  >: 
ajld  that  the  Qtange^  in.par)iculHr,inftead:of  cpntaitiing  a.pl^afant  .an4: 
refreihing  juice^  were.fiU«l:  wjith  a.cmcffitt!Oitf.ni»tt:er<i.  The  fuperion 
aflured  u;^  thftt  he  had  fcnt  icverai  qf  tj^e^  orapges  to. Europe  as^aj 
cwriofity. 

Several  iine  refidhing  iho,wersJiayiiig] fallen,  duritig  thci  nigbti  vff^i 
had  a  very  cool  and  agreeable,  ride.from  JUmla>  which  we  kft  atreightr 
in  the  morning  of  the  22d^  and.  naohfd:  thfecfunp  atiJa&  ahfluti 
eleven  o'clock* 
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On  our  return  from  Jeruialem,  we  fell  in  with  the  Greek  priefb^ 
whom  I  have  already  mentioned  as  having  been  on  their  way  to 
Ramla,  to  obey  a  requifition  of  Mahomet  Pacha,  with  whom,  we 
were  now  told,  they  had  purchafed  their  peace,  by  conienting  to  pay 
a  £ne  of  five  hundred  purfes,  each  containing  the  fame  number  of 
piaihres.  This  reconciliation  having  been  efFcded,  they  were  joy- 
fully returning  »to  the  holy  city. 

Our  excurfion  thither  was  attended  by  a  fingular  circumftance, 
namely,  that  our  party,  comprehending  the  efcort  and  attendants, 
was  made  up  of  eight  different  nations,  Englifli,  Spaniards,  Italians, 
Gr^eeks,  Armeaians,  Turks,  Copts,  and  Arabs. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  chapter  better  than  by  giving  the  following 
tfzniihtfon  c£  a  written  account  of  Jeruialem,  Bedilehem,  and  the 
c^icr  iatereftiilg  places  in  the  Holy  Land,  prefented  to  us  by  the 
reverend  fathers  of  the  Latin,  convent  at  Jeruialem.     It  may  be 
confidered;  not  merely  as  a  guide,  to  the  dervout  pilgrim,  for  whoi<t 
informatloHt  and  for  that  of  the  curious  traveller,  it  appears  to  hav& 
been  drawn  up ;  but  as  an.  interefting  topographical  fketch  of  thc^ 
Countries  which  embrace  the.  moll  xemaikable^  objects  recorded  in^ 
the  iacred  writings. 
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A  TRUE  DESCRIPTION  OF 

» 

THE  HOLY  PLACES  IN  JERUSALEM, 

AND  OF  THOSE  WHICH  ARE    LIKEWISE  USUALLY  VISITED  BT 
THE  DEVOUT  PILGRIMS  IN  JUDEA,  GALII^EE,  &C. 


IN  JERUSALEM. 

/^N  entering  the  church  of  the  holy  fepulchre,  likewife  called  St. 
^^^  Helenas  church,  from  having  been  built  by  the  Emprefs  Helen* 
the  flone  of  undtion  prefents  itfelf,  where  our  Saviour  was  embalmed 
and  anointed  by  Joieph  and  Nicodemus  ;  to  the  right  of  which  is 
the  afcent  to  Mount  Calvary,  by  twelve  fleps,  where  is  ieen  the 
hole  in  which  the  crofs  was  placed,  and  near  it  a  cleft  in  the  moun- 
tain, occaiioned  by  the  earthquake  after  our  Saviour's  death ;  like- 
wife  the  place  of  crucifixion.  This  lafl  belongs  to  the  Catholics. 
The  Jchif matte  Greeks  robbed  us  of  the  hole  of  the  crofs  by  means  of 
money. 

From  Mount  Calvary  you  defcend  to  the  holy  fepulchre  of  our 
Lord,  v^here  forty- four  lamps  are  burning,  fourteen  of  which  are 
ours,  the  refl  belong  to  the  Greeks,  Armenians,  and  Copts,  but  thefe 
have  no  dominion  whatever  over  the  fepulchre  itfelf.  Its  length  is 
nine  fpans,  its  breadth  four,  and  its  height  about  three  and  a  half. 
Before  the  entrance  to  it  is  the  Angets  Chapel^  a  little  largar  than  the 
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fepulchre.     In  the  middle  of  it  is  a  ftone,  little  more  than  a  (pan 
high,  and  about  nine  ipans  in  circumference.     On  this  ftone  fat  the 
angel  who,  after  the  refurre6lion  of  our  Lord,  appeared  to  the  holy 
women,  faying  to  them — "  Do  you  fcek  Jefus  who  has  been  cruci- 
''  fied  ?    He  is  not  here,  but  is  rifen/'     On  leaving  this  chapel,  at 
the  diflance  of  a  few  paces,  is  feen  the  place  where  the  Lord,  after 
being  rifen,  was  ieen  by  Mary  Magdalen,  in  the  drefs  of  a  gardener ; 
and,  a  few  paces  further,  the  fpot  where  that  penitent  fVood.     You 
then  enter  our  church,  where  our  Saviour  made  his  firfl  appearance 
to  his  holy  mother,  after  the  rcfurreftion.     On  the  right  of  the  great 
altar  (^in  which  our  Lord  is  preferved  under  the  facramental form)  is  a 
hollow  place,  faflened  up  with  an  iron  grating,  within  which  is  part 
of  the  column  to  which  he  was  bound  and  fcourged.     On  the  left 
is  part  of  the  holy  crofs,  fhut  up  in  the  fame  manner.     At  the  foot 
of  the  altar  is  feen  the  place  where  one  of  the  three  crofTes  was  mi- 
raculoufly  difcovered  by  St.  Helen,  perhaps  the  crofs  of  the  Saviour. 
Leaving  our  church,  you  vifit  the  prifbn  where  our  Saviour  was 
bound  before  he  fufFcred  the  death  of  the  crofs :  this  place  belongs 
to  the  Greeks.     A  few  fteps  from  it  is  the  chapel  of  St.  Longinus, 
the  foldier  who,  after  haying  pierced  the  facred  fide  of  our  Saviour, 
wept  on  account  of  his  fins  in  this  place,  which  likewife  belongs  to 
the  Greeks.     A  few  fleps  further  is  the  place  where  the  fbldiers  went 
to  divide  the  garments  of  the  Redeemer,  and  which  belongs  to  the 
Armenians.     A  few  fteps  from  this  is  the  pillar  of  reproaches,  be- 
longing to  the  Greeks.     From  thence  you  defcend  twenty-nine 
ileps,  and  you  fee  the  chapel  of  St.  Helen,  and  the  place  where  fhe 
Hood  when  they  dug  for  the  holy  crofs.     Then  dcfccnding  thirteen 
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other  fteps^  you  fee  the  place  where  the  crois  was  found.  This 
pluce  belongs  to  us,  but  the  chapel  of  St.  Helen  was,  vis  well  as  the 

« 

other  places,  ftolen  from  us  by  the  Armenians.  St.  Hden  lired 
eighty  years :  Ihe  was  buried  in  one  of  the  churches  of  Rome. 

Under  the  holy  Mount  Calvary  is  the  Chapel  of  Adam,  where,  a^ 
authors  iay,  the  head  of  Adam  was  buried  by  Shem,  the  fon  of  Noah, 
after  the  deluge.  This  belongs  to  the  Greeks.  At  a  little  diftance 
from  it,  is  the  place  where  the  holy  women  flood  whilft  our  Sa« 
vioxir  was  crucified,  and  likewiie  the  place  where  they  fat  down. 
Behind  the  hply  fepulchre  is  the  monument  of  Jofeph  of  Arimathea, 
who  earneftly  requeftcd  of  Pilate  the  holy  body  of  Jefiis :  this  be- 
longs to  the  Armenians. 

Near  the  door  of  the  church  you  afcend  eleven  ileps,  and  come 
to  the  chapel  of  St.  Mary  of  Calvary,  where  the  blefifed  Virgin  flood 
with  St.  John  the  Evangelift,  when  the  Jews  crucified  our  Saviour^ 
and  where  we  perform  mafs  every  day.  In  the  road  leading  to  the 
garden  of  Gethfemane,  called  the  Mournful  Way,  are  feen  the  place 
where  the  Lord  fell  under  the  weight  of  the  crofs,  which  he  carried 
on  his  ihoulders ;  the  palace  of  Pilate,  within  which  b  the  tribunal, 
where  the  Saviour  was  fcourged,  and  given  into  the  hands  of  the 
Jews  to  be  crucified ;  and  alio  the  place  where  they  boimd  him  to 
the  column,  and  crovhied  him  with  a  crown  of  thorns,  faying  to 
him,  **  Hail !  King  of  the  Jews."  Without  is  likewife  the  place  where 
be  was  fcourged ;  together  with  the  arch  where  Pilate  fhewed  him 
to  the  people,  faying,  ^'  Behold  the  man.**  In  the  court-yard  of  the 
palace,  is  the  place  where  the  foldiers  fjpoiled  him  of  the  purple,  and 
drefled  him  again  ia  his.  own  garments^  g^Ting  him  the  crofs  to  carry. 
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At  a  ihort  diflance  from  the  arch  before- mentioned,  is  the  place 
where  the  Virgin  Mary  met  her  Ion.  Purfuing  the  road  to  Gethfe- 
mane,  you  meet  with  a  mqfque  near  the  gate  of  St.  Stephen,  where 
the  Virgin  Mary  was  born.  Without  the  gate  is  the  place  where 
St.  Stephen  was  floned  by  the.  Jews,  and,  near  to  it,  the  ciftern,  into 
which  they  iay  his  body  was  thrown.  The  church  of  the  Virgin 
Mary  is  next  ieen.  Having  defcended  fprty-eight  fteps,  you  view 
the  altar,  oi  iepulchre,  whence  ihe  was  taken  up  into  heaven  by  the 
angels.  About  ninety  years  ago  this  Mras  taken  away  from  us  by 
the  Greeks.  Within  the  church  are  the  tombs  of  St.  Ann,  St. 
Joieph,  and  St.  James.  At  a  Ihort  diftance  from  the  church  is  the 
grotto,  in  which  our  Saviour  fweated  blood.  Near  the  grotto  is 
the  garden  in  which  he  was  taken.  In  this  garden  are  eight  olive- 
trees,  which,  according  to  tradition,  were  there  in  the  time  of  our 
Saviour :  they  bear  fruit,  and  are  wonderfully  preferved.  At  the 
bottom  of  a  fmaU  mount  is  the  place  where  our  Saviour  parted  from 
the  eight  apoftles  to  pray,  and  near  it  the  place  where  he  left  the 
other  three,  viz.  Peter,  J^mes,  and  John  his  brother.  A  few  ileps 
farther  is  the  place  where  the  Virgin  Mary  prayed  for  St.  Stephen, 
whilft  the  Jews  floned  him. 

Leaving  the  garden,  you  go  to  the  torrent  of  Cedron,  near  which 
our  Saviour  fell  when  he  was  bound  by  the  Jews.  Moving  onward, 
you  fee  the  tomb  of  Jehoiaphat,  king  of  Judah,  curioufly  excavated 
in  a  rock,  and  alfa  the  tomb  of  Abfalom,  fon  of  David,  which  he 
himfelf  caufed  to  be  ex;cavated,  in  order  that  he  might  be  buried 
there,  and  which  is  made  in  the  form  of  a  tower.  Afcending  a 
little,  you  fee  the  plape  where  St.  James  the  Leis  hid  himfelf  after 
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our  Saviour  was:  taken  iikcwifc  the  tomb  of  Zacbariah  the  prophet 
and  martyr^  ilain  by  the  Jews.  All  thefe  places  are  on  the  left  of 
the  torrent  of  Cedron.  Not  far  off  is  the  town>  or  villagei  com* 
monly  called  Siloe ;  and^  about  a  mile  from  it^  a  fountain^  called 
Mary's  fountain,  becaufe  it  is  known  from  tradition,  that  the  h(Jy 
Virgin  waihed  in  it  the  clothes  of  her  child.  Near  this  is  a  wall  of 
the  ancient  church  of  the  pool  of  Siloei  in  which  our  Saviour  put 
the  blind  man,  in  order  that  he  might  wafli  himfelf,  and  recover  his 
fight.  Not  far  from  this  is  a  tree  where  the  prophet  liaiah  was 
fevered  in  two  parts :  Hkcwife  the  well  of  Nehemiah,  in  which,  by 
God's  permiiTion,  the  holy  fire  remained  hidden  for  feventy  years, 
that  is,  during  the  time  when  the  Jfraelites  were  carried  into  Perfia, 
in  the  reign  of  Nebucbad«ez29ar  king  of  the  'Pepfians.  At  the  etzpi- 
ration  of  the  feventy  years,  the  prieft  Nehemiah  caufed  a  Search  to 
be  made  for  the  holy  £rc,  and  found  in  place  of  it  water,  which, 
however,  by  divine  power,  was  reconverted  into  fire. 

On  the  holy  Mount  of  Olives,  where  our  Saviour  afcended  into 
heaven,  are  fecn  the  impreifions  of  his  feet.  The  church  built  there 
by  St.  Helen  is  now  a  mofque.  A  mile  from  this  is  the  place  called 
Men  of  Galilee,  becaufe,  after  the  afcenfion,  the  angels  appeared  here 
to  the  difciples,  opprefled  with  grief,  &ying  unto  them,  ^'  Men  of 
'*  Gallilee,  why  ftand  ye  looking  up  to  heaven  ?"  Tlie  following 
places  are  likewife  ieen  on  the  Mount  of  Olives,  viz.  the  place  where 
fche  Saviour,  cafting  his  eyes  towards  Jerusalem,  wept  for  it ;  where 
the  apoitics  compoied  the  creed ;  where  the  Saviour  prayed,  and 
taught  the  difciples  the  patir  nofier ;  the  tombs  of  the  prophets ;  the 
place  where  Chrift  foretold  the  deftrudion  of  Jerufalem,  which  is 
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marked  by  a  broken  column,  and  an  olive-tree ;  the  cottage  of  St. 

0 

Pelaigia^  the  penitent,  who  came  to  Antioch  in  the  drefs  of  a  naaiii 
and^  taking  the  name  of  Pelafgius,  led  there  a  monadic  life. 

About  half  a  mile  from  Jerufalem,  near  the  tombs  of  the  kings 
of  the  Jewsy  towards  Siloe^  is  ieen  the  execrable  place  \vhere  the 
iitcrilegious  Jijdas,  after  haviDg  fold  Jefusj  hanged  himielf.  Two 
miles-  from  llie  Mount  of  OliTes,  ilands  Bethana,  where  are  the  vef« 
tige^  of  the  houie  of  Mary  Ibfegdidexie  and  Martha,  and  the  tomb 
where  Lazarus  ,tbeir  bretbser  wps  buried  atid  raifed  to  life  again.  Not 
far  from  this  place*  is  Bethfage^  upon  a  hill,  wh^re,  by  the  defire  of 
our  Saviour,  the  apofUes  brdigbt  him  an  afs,  upon  which  he  glo« 
riou%  entered  Jeruiakm  on  palm  day,  by  the  golden  gate,  where 
there  is  now  a  wall. 

On  Mount  SLon  is  feea  the  cedKcutum,  or  fupperrroond,  where  the 
Holy  Ghofl  dcfcended  upon  the  apoftles ;  where  the  Saviour  ap- 
peared to  them  after  the  refurrei^ion,  and  wafhcd  their  feet ;  and 
where  he  alfo  appeared  to  St.  Thomas.  The  place  wh^e  St.  Matthias 
was  elcc^d  an  apoille,  in  the  room  of  Judas,  and  the  tomb  of 
David,  who  lived  fcventy  years  and  {\x  months,  are  alfo  to  be  feeil 
there.  At  a  fhort  diilance  from  Mount  Sion  is  the  houfe  where  the 
Virgin'  Mary  lived  nearly  twenty- fbufr  years  after  her  fbli*s  afcenfion, 
and  where,  according  to  tradition,  (he  died.  Near  this  is  the  chapel 
of  St.  Johu  the  Evan^li'ft.  Entering  at  the  g^te  called  SterguiUina, 
you  come  to  a  little  grotto,  where  Peter  wept,  after'  having  denied 
Cbrift.  Farther  on  is  the  hou/e  of  Afma,  the  high^^prieft,  where 
Jeflis  wa&  led  bound,  anid  where  the  ungrateful  Malco,  iervant  of 
the  high-prieft,  who  had  .been  healed  but  a  Ihtle  before,  gave  the 
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Saviour  a  blow  :  this  place  belongs  to  the  Armenians.  Near  it  is 
feen  an  olive-tree,  to  which  Chrift  was  bound,  and  the  palace  of 
Caiphas,  the  high-prieft.  There  St.  Helen  built  a  church,  and  the 
Armenians  the  convent,  which  they  now  occupy.  In  a  corner  of 
the  church,  on  the  right  of  the  great  altar,  is  the  prilbn  where  Chrift 
remained  a  whole  night.  Near  the  door  of  the  church,  on  the  rfght, 
under  a  portico,  is  the  place  where  the  maid  iaid  to  Peter,-  '•  and 
**  this  man  was  likewife  with  him,**  and  the  place  where  Peter  thrice 
denied  Chrift,  on  which  there  is  a  tree,  as  a  mark  of  it.     There  is 

« 

likewife  a  place  called  the  cock  crmv,  becauie  the  cock  crowed  on 
that  fpot,  and  reminded  Peter  of  the  denial. 

Not  far  from  Jeruialem  is  a  place  called  the  grotto  of  Jeremiah, 
where  that  prophet  wrote  the  lamentations  of  the  holy  week  ;  and^ 
a  little  farther,  the  tombs  of  the  kings,  twenty-two  in  number. 


BETHLEHEM. 

Here  are  feen  the  following  places,  viz.  where  Chrift  was  born, 
the  manger  in  which  he  was  laid,  and  the  place  where  he  was  adored 
by  the  magi.  The  grotto  of  St.  Jofeph,  where  he  remained  when 
the  Virgin  was  delivered  ;  the  place  where  the  Innocents  were  llain 
by  order  of  Herod  ;  the  fepujchre  of  St.  Gerolamo,  St.  Paula,  and 
St.  Euftochia  her  daughter ;  the  birth-place  of  our  Saviour,  which 
has  been  forty  or  fifty  years  in  the  power  of  the  Greeks,  who  took  it 
away  from  us  by  means  of  a  firman  of  the  Grand  Seignor,  procured 
by  money ;  and  the  church  of  St.  Catharine,  built  by  St.  Helen. 
Without  Bethlehem,  at  a  little  diftance,  is  the  grotto  of  the  mi/i  of 
the  Virgin  Mary^  and  a  few  ftcps  farther,  the  h<iufe  of  St.  Jofeph^ 
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About  two  miles  farther  is  the  church  of  the  angels ;  in  which 
place  the  birth  of  our  Saviour  was  announced  to  the  ihcpherds  by 
the  angels,  finging  **  Glory  to  God  in  the  higheft/*  About  fix 
miles  from  Bethlehem,  is  the  place  where  was  fituated  the  city  of 
Tccua,  built  by  Rehoboam,  fbn  of  Solomon ;  in  this  city  lived  the 

holy  prophet  Amos.     Towards  the  Dead  Sea,  fix  miles  from  Beth- 

«  . 

lehem,  is  the  place  where  were  the  vines  of  Engaddi,  fo  much 
praifed  in  the  pfalms ;  and  a  few  fteps  from  thence,  is  the  place 
wliere  David  hid  himfelf  from  the  per&cution  of  Saul.  Four  miles 
diftant  is  the  monaftery  of  St.  Sabba,  in  pofleilion  of  .the  Greeks; 
This,  was  built  by  the  Emperor  JufHnian,  and  in  it  .died  St.  Sabba, 
,whofe  body  was  conveyed  to  Venice.  In  this  convent  are  the 
ieveral  rooms  of  St.  John  of  Damafcus,  of  St.  Eutimius,  and  St^ 
Civillus.  Returning  from  the  convent  of  St.  Sabba,  you  go  to  the 
hortus  conclufus,  to  the  three  pools  of  Solomon,  &c. 

*  »     »  » 

ST.  JOHN  IN  THE  MOUNTAIN. 

The  place  where  John  the  Baptift  was  born,  and .  the  houfe  of 
Sl  Elizabeth,  where  the  Virgin  Mary  went  to  vifit  her,  and  com- 
pofed  the  pfalm  '*  magnificat^''  (my  foul  doth  magnify  the  Lord, 
&c.)  arc  here  to  be  fccn.  In  the  way  you  meet  with  .a  convent  be* 
longing  to  the  Greeks,  called  the  Holy  Crofs,  built  by  St.  Helen^ 
in  the  place  where  the  wood  was  cut  to  make  the  crofs  of  our 
.Saviour.  ... 

About  four  miles  from  St.  John,  is  the  defert  of  John  the  Bapr 
jtiil: — ^here  is  a  cave^  whenre  lie  and  his  mother,  St.  ESizabeth,  hid 
themfelves  by  order  of  God^  to  avoid  the  cruelty  of  Herod,  wba 
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fought  to  Icill  him,  eight  months  after  hb  birth.  In  the  fame  plaA 
18  feea  die  ftone  upon  which  St  Johit  flept  a  little  at  night ;  and 
at  a  littler  difbnce  is  the  fcpulchre  of  St.  Elia^abeth,  his  mother,  who 
died,  there  fottr  years  after  his  birth,  and  was  buried  by  the  hands  of 
angels. 

KAZARETH. 

Here  is  to  be  feen  the  place  where  St.  Gabriel  appeared  to  the 
holy  Virgin,  faluting  het,  faying  Ave  Maria,  and  announcing  tibe 


To  go  into  the  holy  grotto  fifteen  fiieps  are  to  be  defcendcd.  In 
thfs  grotto  are  &en  two  pillars,  fcarcely  two  fi^ps  from  each  other, 
one  caHed  Mary*s  pillar,  the  other  the  Angel's,  made  by  St.  Helen, 
according  to  tradition.  That  which  is  called  the  pillar  of  the  Virgin 
Mary,  flands  without  fupport,  being  raifed  from  the  ground  about 
five  fpans.  It  is  pioufly  believed  that  there  the  Virgin  Mary  flood 
when  ftie  was  faluted  by  the  angel  Gabriel.  The  other,  which 
fhinds  firmly  fuppovted,  is  in  the  place  where  the  angel  flood  when 
he  faid  to  the  Virgin,  Ave  Maria.  In  this  grotto  there  are  two 
altars,  one  called  the  altar  of  the  incarnation :  the  other,  which  is 
contigadus  to  it,  and  the  five  altars  in  the  great  church,  were  boilt 
by  St.  Helen.  In  the  town,  at  a  little  diftance  from  the  convent, 
is'ieen  the  houfe  of  St.  Jofeph,  almoft  deflroytd,  in  which  he,  with 
his  reputed  fon,  carried  on  the  trade  of  carpenter.  This  houfe  is 
now  occupied  by  the  Turks.  A  few  fl^s  fkrther  is  fcen  die  Jew's 
fyna^gue,  in  whicb  the  Saviour  preadhcil  to  the  Phart&es,  iajing, 
"  Verily  I  fay  tmto  you,  no  prbphfefi  is  received  in  his  own  countiy," 
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&c.  M  a  (bort  diftaHce  is  the  feuntain  of  t9ie  Virgin  Maisj 
«nd  beffim,  ib  callkd^  becau^  tbey  bcth  ^ent  to  that  founto^H  to 
get  water.  In  its  vicinity  is  a  church  of  the  Oreeks ;  and  about « 
tnHc  farther  is  ftcn,  on  an  eminence,  the  tafble  of  Chrift,  that  is,  a 
ftone,  upon  which  he  and  his  difeiples  ate.  Towards  the  ibuth  is  a 
mount,  called  the  Mount  of  the  Virgin*s  Fear,  becaufe  the  Virgin 
Mary  here  underftood,  that  the  men  of  Nazareth  having  driven  her 
^fpn  from  the  d^^nagogue  in  which  he  had  preiched,  intended  tocon- 
duift  him  to  another  mountain,  td  precipitate  htm  from  it :  here 
^as  formerly  a  monaftcry  of  monks.  About  an  hour*s  drAance 
4i:om  Nazareth  is  the  mountain  aHuded  to,  from  which  they  in- 
tended to  throw  Ohrift,  and  which  is  on  that  account  called  the 
precipice  of  Chrift.  From  thence,  by  a  very  bad  road,  over  hifls,  as 
you  go  to  Jaffa,  lies  the  country  of  Zd^edee,  and  his  fons,  James  the 
Great,  and  John  the  Evangelift,  The  church  is  deftroyed ;  it  is 
about  three  miles  from  Nazareth.  Nazareth  is  about  ninety  miles 
from  Jerufalem  by  land,  and  about  twenty-four  from  Acre. 

From  Nazareth  you  go  to  the  fea  of  Tiberias ;  and  iirft  prefents 
itfelf  the  city  of  Cana  in  Galilee,  about  four  miles  from  Nazareth. 
In  this  place  it  was  that  Jcfus  converted  the  water  into  wine  ;  and 
it  is  faid  to  have  been  the  country  of  the  apoftles  Bartholomew,  Si* 
mon  the  Canaanite,  and  St.  Matthew.  From  this  place  you  go  to 
the  fepulchre  of  the  prophet  Jonas,  on  a  mountain  two  or  three 
miles  from  the  road,  and  about  fix  miles  from  Nazareth.  About 
twelve  miles  further,  pailing  through  a  large  plain,  you  go  to  the 
place  called  the  Table  of  Chrift,  where,  with  feven  loaves  and  two 
filhes,  he  fatisfied  4000  perfons.     At  a  little  diftance  is  the  Mount 
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of  Blcflings,  where  the  Saviour  declared  the  eight  blefiing^-:- 
**  BUffed  are  the  poor  inj^rit,''  &c.  On  the  top  of  the  mount  ruins 
are  yet  to  be  feen.  About  fix  miles  fartho:  is  another  mount,  from 
which  is  fecn  the  city  of  Tiberias,  furrounded  by  a  wall.  In  this 
place,  Jefus  Chrift,  after  being  rifen  from  the  dead,  conftituted  Peter 
chief  of  the  apoftles,  head  and  mafler  of  the  world.  The  Turks 
have  deflroycd  this  place.  Tiberias  b  difbint  from  Nazareth  about 
twenty- four  miles.  A  little  way  farther,  near  the  Sea  of  Galilee, 
is  the  famous  city  of  Capernaum,  where  our  Saviow  preached  for 
the  firft  time  the  do<^ne  of  the  moft  augufl  eucharifl: ;  where  he 
^  cured  the  paralytic ;  where  St.  Matthew,  (landing  at  the  **  receipt 

''  of  cuftom,**  was  called  by  him^  and  followed  him  ;  and  where  he 
cured  the  Centurion. 

All  the  places  here  defcribed  are  true  and  genuine,  and  the  devout 
j.  pilgrim  will  be  able  by  this  dcfcription  to  form  an  idea  of  them  fb 
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as  not  to  forget  them — Praife  to  God. 


;  Jerusalem, 

*  2^d  Oftober,  1800. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

/ 

IfiAEGULARITIBS  IN  THB  TURKISH  CAMP GOVERNOR  OP  DAMASCUS  BE- 
HEAD ED-^MEMORIAL    DELIVERED     TO    THE    GRAND    VIZIER    ON    THE 

STATS  OF  THE  CAMP ^DESERTION    OP    TURK^ISH  CHIBPS  AND  SOLDIERS 

— STENTS  PLUNDERED  BT  ARABS— PLAGUE  AMONG  THE  MAMELUKES 
AMD  ALBANIANS MUTINY  OF  THE  JANISSARIES CEREMONIES  ON  PAY- 

'     ING  THEM  THEIR  ARREARS ALARMS  EXCITED    BT   REPORTS  FROM  EL- 

AEISH ^DECAPITATION  OP  TURKISH  SOLDIERS  FOR  GAMING RAVAGES 

BY  THE  PLAGUE INSURRECTION  IN  PALESTINE   ON  ACCOUNT  OP   T9E 

HEAVY    IMPOSITIONS    OF    THB    GOVERNMENT DISASTROUS    STATE    OP 

THB   BRITISH  MISSION DEATH  OF  A  MILITARY  ARTIFICER — A  BRITISH 

GUNKER  DIB^  of  THE  PLAGUE — DEATH  OF  MBS.  KOBHLER^  AND  OF  THB 

GENERAL PRECAUTIONS  EMPLOYEl)  TO    STOP    THE   PROGHLBSS   OF   THB 

PLAGUE TURKISH    ENTERTAINMENTS    IN    CAMP REMOVAL    OF    THB 

CAMP — ^INSTANCES    OF    INSUBORDINATION   IN    THE    CAMP EFFECTIVE 

FORCE  OP  THE  TURKISH  ARMY OBSERVATIONS    ON   THE   PLAGUE VI- 

ZIBR*S    PHYSICIAN    DIBS    OF    THE     PLAGUE RAMAZAN LYDDA THE 

GRAND  VIZIER   INDISPOSED.   AND  ATTENDED    BY   THB  AUTHOR— CELS- 

BRATION  OF  THE  BIRAM  IN  CAMP ^REMARKS  ON  THE  COUNTRY  ABOUT 

JAFFA CLIMATE    OP    SYRIA FACE    OF     THE    COUNTRY,    AND    SOIL 

PRODUCTIONS  OF  SYRIA SHEEP    AND    GOATS— OTHER  CATTLE HABI- 

.    TATION8  OF  THE  SYRIANS— CAMELS^  AND    OTHER    BEASTS  OF  BURTHEN 

CHARACTER  AND  MANNERS  OF  THE  SYRIANS— ABJECT  8TATP  OF  THE 

FARMERS,  OR  HUSBANDMEN — BEDOUINS,  OR  WANDERING  ARABS AGRI- 
CULTURE OF  SYRIA DISEASES  OP  SYRIA. 

*  >  • 

/^N  our  return  tx>  camp  we  found  that  the  tranfport  had  arrived 

y*^  on  the  morning  of  the  preceding  day,  the  21  ft,  from  El-Arifh. 

'  The  tranfport  failed  on  the  26th  to  CaifFa,  the  port  of  Acre,  to 

ieek  iiielter  from  the  inclement  weather  and  high  winds,  which  ren- 

Bb 
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dered  the  road  of  Jaffa  a  place  of  little  fecurity  for  anchorage.  The 
women  belonging  to  the  miffion  had  been  previoufly  debarked  from 
her,  and  were  fent  to  inhabit  a  hou&  in  the  town. 

On  the  morning  of  the  27th,  a  fmart  and  brifk  fire  of  mulketry, 
with  ball  cartridges)  was  kept  up  for  a  confiderable  time  by  the 
Turkiih  foidierV)  who,  db  we  Afterwards  foond^  had  beta  amufing 
thertifelvcs  in  this  Way  on  their  return  from  a  field-day. 

We  learned  on  the  28th,  that  the  Waiwodc,  or  Governor  of  Da- 
mafcus,  had  been  beheaded,  and  a  Turk  of  diftindtioa  ibat  to  colled 
hi*  ridhes*    The  dcceafed  had  been  Kia  to  Mahomed  Pacha,  by 

whom  he  had  been  appointed  to  the  above  fituation. 

During  the  night  an  affray  happened  among  the  Arnauts,  who 
jM-oceeded  to  fuch  extremities,  that  five  of  them  were  killed,  and 
thfee  Wounded. 

I  delivered  in,  on  the  30th,  a  written  reprefentation  to  the  Vizier 
and  Reis  Effendi,  on  the  fubjed  of  the  filthy  and  noxious  ftate  of 
the  camp,arifmg  from  the  ab\indance  of  the  putrid  carcafes  of  horfes, 
mules,  &c.  which  were  every  where  difperfed.  In  my.letter,  I  reca- 
pitulated, in  the  moft  forcible  and  energetic  terms  I  was  capable  of 
ufing,  all  the  dangers  which  might  refult  firom  thefe  nuifances,  un- 
lefs  the  means  which  I  pointed  out  fhould  be  adopted  without  delay, 
or,  provided  they  could  not  be  readily  effeded,  the  ground  of  the 
encampment  flufted  previoufly  to  the  expeded  falls  of  rain.  The 
Vizier,  in  expreffing  his  tiianks  for  this  a»nmunication,  promiied 
that  an  immediate  and  proper  attention  Ihould  be  paid  to  the  reme- 
dying of  the  evil  of  which  1  complained. 

Towards  the  clofe  of  the  month  two  of  the  Turkilh  chiefs,  toge^ 
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thcr  with  fcvewl  Iivm4fe<i3  of  the  privates,  furreptitipufly  left  the 
camp*  to  proceed  to  Acr«,  aoid  join  the  foreea  of  Djezasar  P^cha,  who, 
according  to  reports  which  were  abrond^  g»ye  better  pay  to  his  troops 
than  the  Vizier. 

About  this  time  {wcT9l  of  our  t«»t?  w«rc  plundered  by  the  Arabs, 
-wboTe  atSiivity  and  addrQr3  eluded  aU  o«r  pur^ts.  Thefe  depreda- 
tions having  been  committed  for  fcvcral  nigbtB  fucoeffiycly,  our  fufr 
picions  at  length  fell  on  fln  Arab  cooky  whom  we  had  taken  into 
our  (ervice,  and  who  proved  to  be  one  of  the  parties  concerned. 

On  the  3d  of  Novismber,  at  fix  in  the  morning,  the  detachments 
which  compofed  the  Britlfh  military  miflion,  were  marched  <iut  to 
be  reviewed  by  bis  H)ghoef9  the  Vlzior,  for  whom  a  foperb  tent  had 
jbecB  pitdwd,  togethi?r  with  fey^rol  others  for  the  wmpaity  md  »t- 
tenflaots.  Our  detachments  havrng  gon^  throo^  a  vftriety  pf  «vp^ 
l\itionh  and  fired  feveral  diicharges,  the  Vizu^r  was  pleiifed  to  ipom<- 
pUment  tbeoi»  and  to  exprefs  bis  fulkft  approbation  of  tbejr  excel- 
lent order  and  difcipline.     Prcyioufly  to  their  being  *»wche4  to 

camp,  a  prefent  wa$  made  by  hi#  Highness  to  the  non-coi»JniiSwi*d 
officers  and  -privates.    He  b^  been  careful  to  draw  np  on  tbi»  occa^ 

fion  a  large  propprtioft  of  bi^  troops  to  witnefs  tjj^  «vieiy{  and 
raade  it  a  particular  rejjneft  tb»t  om  ofii4:erp  fhwW  join  the  TMrkifti 
cavalcade  in  prooeflion,  on  the  ret»rn  to  the  camp,  in  the  cpyrfp  of 
which  hk  attendants  amnfed  us  by  forming  fcvisral  dj^rid  parti^,  the 
mnfic  playing,  and  the  Mameluke  cavalry  gping  throujgjh  a  ^hvge. 
At  thi^  time  the  plagne  a^in  made  its  appeamnce  ^mong  thp 

Mamelukes  and  Albanians,  feveral  pf  whpm,  we  were  infornii^d, 
daily  foil  vidims  to  tbi^  di&aie. 

B  b  2 
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Haflan  Djadarvi,  one  of  the  Mameluke  Beys,  left  El- Arifii  on  the 
6th>  with  a  confideiable  body  of  troops,  foir  the  purpofe  of  recon«* 
noitring  the  detached  parties  of  the  enemy,  and  endeavouring  to  cut 
off  them  or  their  convoys.  He  retumed  a  few  days  after,  without 
having  accomplished  the  objedt  on  which  he  had  been  fent. 

On  the  1  oth  I  received,  from  the  reverend  fathers  belonging  to  the 
Latin  convent  at  Jeruialem,  a  preient  of  fruits  and  of  curious  plants 
coUedled  near  the  Dead  Sea,  accompanied  by  two  bottles  of  the 
water  taken  from  that  fea,  the  tafte  of  which  was  peculiarly  faline 
and  pungent.  Upon  their  arrival  in  England,  I  fliall  endeavour  to 
give  an  analysis  of  the  water. 

The  Janiflaries  ailembled  on  the  1 3th,  in  a  tumultuous  manner, 
and  proceeded  to  their  Aga,  or  commander,  who,  on  being  apprized 
of  their  intentions  and  menaces,  had  fecreted  himfelf.  Being  thus 
difappointed  in  meeting  with  the  objeft  of  their  refentment,  they 
repaired  to  the  Vizier,  to  ftate  their  grievance,  which  confiftcd  in  a 
confiderable  arrear  of  their  pay  remaining  unpaid.  A  Tartar  having 
arrived,  however,  the  preceding  day  in  a  veflcl  from  Confiantinople, 
with  a  fupplyof  trcafiire  for  the  Vizier,  he  was  enabled  to  make 
them  a  promife  of  payment,-  with  which  they  were  fo  well  latis- 
fied,  that  they  returned  quietly  to  their  tents. 

In  consequence. of  an  invitation  from  the  Grand  Vizier,  the  miifipn 
proceeded  on  the  morning  of  the  18th,  at  nine  o'clock,  to  witncfe 
the  ceremony  of  the  payment  which  was  to  be  made  to  the  Janifla- 
ries.  To  the  right  of  the  tent  of  the  Grand  Vizier  a  tent  was  pitched 
for  our  officers ;  and  to  the  left  a  new  and  fupcrb  tent,  provided 
with  a  handfome  fbpha  for  his  Highnefs,  and  a  ftool  for  the  Teftcrdar, 
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or  high  trcafurer,  was  pitched  for  the  ceremony.  The  money,  which 
lay  in  bags  in  the  front  of  the  tent/  was  divided  into  nine  lots.  The 
guards  and  attendants,  together  with  the  Tartars  and  JanliTaries, 
formed  three  fides  of  a  fquare,  the  fourth  iide  of  which  was  formed 
by  the  tents.  The  Janiilaries  who  were  to  be  paid  were  without 
arms;  and  the  Tefterdar  read  aloud  the  order  of  payment. 

Of  the  nine  lots,  eight  were  for  as  many  companies  of  JariiiTaries^ 
and  the  ninth  for  the  Choarbagis,  or  commanders.  The  bags  con*- 
tained  in  one  of  thefe  lots  having  been  laid  promifcuoufly  within 
the  fquare,  a  fignal  was  made  for  the  company  which  was  to  be 
paid.  This  was  no  iboner  done,  than  all  the  individuals  belonging 
to  it  ruihcd  forward,  and  fcrambled  for  the  bags,  contending  with 
each  other  who  fhould  carry  them  off,  to  which  circumftance  they 
attach  no  iinall  ihare  of  honour^  at  the  fame  time  that  it  is  not 
accompanied  by  any  pecuniary  advantage,  the  bags  being  inftantly 
taken  to  the  tent  of  the  Choarbagis  commanding  the  company,  and 
a  proper  diftribution  of  the  money  there  made.  Each  of  the  com* 
panics  having  received  its  lot  or  portion  of  the  bags,  the  Choarbagis, 
who  were  permitted  to  wear  their  arms,  had  theirs  delivered  to 
them.  The  number  diftributed  was  an  hundred  and  eighty-fix, 
each  of  the  purfcs  or  bags  containing  five  hundred  piaftres. 

The  ftate  officers  who  attended  jon  this  occafion  were  drefled  in 
icarlet  beniccs,  or  robes  of  honour  ;  and  the  Tefterdar  was,  on  the 
conclufion  of  the  ceremony,  invefted  with  a  caftan,  as  were  likewlfc 
all  thofe  who  were  immediately  concerned  under  him  in  making 
the  payments.  Except  the  cojitefts  which  enfued,  in  this  very  ex- 
traordiilary  mode  of  paying  the  troops^,  to  obtain  the  pofTeffioQ  of 
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the  bagSj  not  a  tumultuous  voice  was  heard ;  but  die  whole  was 
conducted  with  great  gravity  and  tranquillity. 

In  confequence  of  advices  received  from  EUAriih  on  the  1 7th^ 
purporting  that  the  French  had,  on  hearing  of  the  movement  made 
by  the  Bey,  Ha£an  Djadarvi,  fent  a  body  of  fifteen  hundred  men 
to  oppofe  him,  and  had  alfo  thrown  a  freih  body  of  troops  into 
Salahieh,  there  was  a  confiderable  degree  of  agitation  in  the  Turkifh 
camp.  It  was  reported  alfo  that  a  brig,  fuppofed  to  be  French,  had 
been  hovering  for  fome  days  off  £U*Ari(h.  It  was  obvious  that,  the 
Turks  having  received  no  dire6b  intelligence  of  thefe  events  from 
thoie  who  were  in  their  confidence,  an  entire  belief  ought  not  to 
have  been  attached  to  the  rumours  thus  circulated,  yet  the  alarm 
they  excited  had  the  good  cffcA  of  keeping  our  allies  more  on  the 
alert  than  ufual,  and  of  inducing  them  to  fend  out  advanced  parties. 
Accordingly,  on  the  20th,  new  reports  having  reached  the  Vizier 

ft 

from  £1-Ari(h,  that  the  enemy*s  forces  were  in  motion,  and  that  a 
part  of  them  had  already  reached  Catiefa,  Captain  Leake  of  the  royal 
artillery  was  detached,  with  a  party  mounted  on  hedgins,  or  drome- 
daries, to  reconnoitre  the  enemy. 

We  learned  at  this  time  that  Mahomed  Pacha  was  bufily  en^ged 
in  levying  heavy  contributions  oh  the  villages,  and  in  the  vicinity 
of  Jerufalem.  From  the  ftate  of  feveral  of  thefe  villages,  however, 
when  we  pafled  through  them  on  our  late  excurfion  to  Jeruialem, 
this  appeared  to  be  a  tafk  not  very  caiy  in  its  accompliihment. 

The  doubts  which  had  been  exprefTed  by  the  Pacha  fome  days 
before,  refpefting  the  advance  of  the  enemy,  in  great  force,  on  El- 
Ariih,  were  confirmed  on  the  24th,  when  it  was  afcertained,  that 
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the  fmall  body  of  French  which  had  advanced  to  Catieh,  confided 
merely  of  a  reconnoitring  party^  which  had  retired^  after  having 
plundered  the  Arab  inhabitants  of  that  place  of  a  few  of  their 
camels. 

The  difficulty  of  obtaining  a  precife  knowledge  of  fads  and  oc- 
currcnoes  at  the  flation  we  occupied,  arofe  from  the  interpoiition  of 
a  defert  between  the  enemy  and  the  Ottoman  army,  which  obliged 
the  Turkiih  commanders  to  liften  to  the  reports  made  by  the  Arabs, 
until  they  could  obtain  intelligence  on  which  a  more  full  reliance 
could  be  placed* 

There  had  been  latterly  frequent  defertions,  both  from  the  great 
encampment  at  Jaffa,  and  from  that  of  £1-Ari(h.  It  ought,  not- 
withilanding,  to  be  obierved,  that  thefe  deiertions  were  not  to  the 
common  enem^,  but  into  the  interior  of  the  country^  It  frequently 
happened  that  the  troops  went  off  in  large  bodies. 

Among  other  caufes  of  infubordination,  gaming  had  found  its 
way  into  the  Turkifh  camp,  and  was  more  particularly  prevalent 
among  the  Amauts,  who  would  not  deiift  from  this  vicious  praiflice, 
notwithftanding  it  was  in  direA  violation  of  public  orders.  We  faw 
the  bodies  of  feveral  of  theie  people,  who  had,  as  we  underftood, 
been  decapitated  for  the  above  offence,  lying  in  the  ftreets  of  the 
encampment,  with  the  head  placed  under  the  arm,  the  mode  cuA 
tomarily  praAifed  after  the  decapitation  of  Muffulmen.  When  a 
Frank  is  beheaded^  he  is  denied  the  privilege  of  having  the  head 
placed  imder  the  arm ;  inftead  of  which  it  is  placed  between  the 
kgs,  with  the  face  towards  the  body. 

On  the  2Sthy  in  taking  a  foiitary  ride,  at.  a  little  diftance  from 
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the  camp  two  fhots  were  fired,  which  came  in  my  dire<ftion,  but 
which  fortunately  miffed  me.  The  general  and  myfelf  rode  but  in 
the  evening  to  the  fpot  whence  they  were  dire<Aed»  and  made  the 
neceiTary  enquiries^  which,  however,  proved  ineffeduaL 

The  Pacha  of  Aleppo,  whofe  dignity  was  announced  by  his  being 
decorated  with  three  tails,  arrived  at  the  encampment  on  the  20tb, 
with  a  body  of  cavalry  and  infantry,  amounting,  it  was  iuppofed,  to 
about  a  thouiand  men. 

The  advices  which  had  been  received  from  £1-Ariih,  refpeding 
the  formidable  movements  of  the  French  forces,  were  conjectured 
to  have  been  merely  a  ftratagem  of  the  troops  encamped  at  that 
place,  to  obtain  from  the  Vizier  the  liquidation  of  the  arrears  of 
their  pay,  which  had  long  been  due.  Suppoiing  this  conjedure  to 
have  been  well  founded,  the  fbratagem  had  its  full  efFed,  as  the 
Vizier  fliortly  after  forwarded  thither  two  hundred  purfcs. 

Several  veiTels,  which,  in  coniequence  of  the  late  violent  gales, 
had  been  obliged  to  flip  their  cables  in  the  road-ftead  of  Jafia,  and 
had  fought  refuge  at  Caiffa,  the  port  next  to  Acre,  returned  on  the 
27th,  laden  with  barley,  the  daily  confumption  of  which,  at  the 
Turkifh  camp,  was  faid  to  amount  to  fix  hundred  kiloes,  each  con- 
taining twenty-two  oke^  ;  or,  to  fpeak  with  more  precifion  to  the 
Englifh  reader,  fifteen  tons  of  that  objcft  of  prime  ncceffity  were, 
according  to  this  computation,  confumed  daily  by  the  cattle. 

The  gales  flill  continued  with  unabated  fcvCTity,  and  on  the  26th 
the  wind  blew  with  unufual  violence  from  the  north  and  north-eafh 
It  might  have  been  expefted  th3t  the  Turkifh  camp,  however  replete 
with  the  germes  of  peflilence,  would  have  been  in  fome  degree 
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ventilated  by  thcfc  iearching  winds ;  it  is,  however,  but  too  true, 
that  the  mortality  occaiioned  by  the  plague,  was  at  this  time  in  an 
•  increafing  ratio,  and  that  noany  of  the  troops  daily  fell  vidims  to  its 
attacks. 

The  officers  belonging  to  the  miffion,  dined  by  invitation,  in  the 
Turkifli  ftyle,  on  the  30th,  with  his  Excellency  the  Reis  EfFendi.  In 
^hc  rear  of  the  ground  on  which  the  miffion  was  encamped,  an  affray 
took  place  in  the  evening  among  the  Turkifh  fbldiers,  in  which  feverai 
of  the  combatants  were  wounded. 

Advices  were  at  this  time  brought  to  camp  that  Mahomed  Pacha, 
who,  as  has  been  before  noticed,  had  been  employed  in  the  interior 
in  ezading  heavy  and  arbitrary  contributions,  had  met  with  a  formi- 
dable reiiflance  from  the  inhabitants  of  Nablous,  and  of  the  adjacent 
villages,  by  whom  he  had  been  defeated  with  confiderable  lofs,  after 
various  fkirmiihes,  which  had  continued  for  four  days  fucceffively. 
Having  alfb  received  a  check  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  villages  bor- 
dering on  Jerufalem,  he  had  at  length  been  obliged  to  retreat  towards 
Hebron. 

The  Englifh  Hoop  of  war  the  Camelion,  Captain  Maitland,  arrived 
at  Jaffa  in  the  night  of  the  2d  of  December ;  and,  on  the  following 
morning.  Colonel  Murray,  deputy  quarter- mafter-general  to  the  forces 
imder  the  command  of  Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie,  came  to  the  camp, 
with  the  very  fatisfadory  intelligence  of  the  approach  of  a  confiderable 
Britifh  force.  From  this  information  wc  were  encouraged  to  hope 
that  the  painful  fituation  of  the  miffion  would  be  fpeedily  alleviated 
by  the  adoption  of  more  adive  meafures,  which  would  bring  the^ 
a&irs  in  this  part  of  the  world  to  a  fpeedy  conclufion. 

c  c 
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Capt2|in  Maitkmd,  of  the  Camelion^  having  been  advifed  that  a  fuf« 
piclous  brig  had  been  obiefved  for  ieveral  days  pad  holering  off  £1- 
Ariiha  iailed  on  the  evening  of  the  3d^  in  hopes  of  falling  in  i^ith  her. 

The  plague  continued  to  make  great  ravages  in  the  Turkifh  camp, 
and  was  Qot»  as  before^  confovod  to  the  Mamelukes  and  Albanians^  but 
hfd  become  geq^r^l  ap^oxig  every  defcription  of  the  troops.  It  was 
impoffible  to  foro)  9  pr«ctfe  ide»  o£  the  mortality  it  occafioned ;  but 
from  what  w?  witnefled^  we  had  reafon  to  conjedure  that  an  hun- 
dred individuals  periihed  daily  from  this  complaint.  The  Turkiih 
ranks  were  alfo  greatly  thinned  by  the  defbrtionsy  which  were  effeAed 
in  lafg<  bodies^  to  prevent  the  paflage  from  being  difputed  by  a  fmatt 
guard  purpofety  ftationed  about  three  miles  from  the  camp,  oa  the 
road  leading  to  Acre  aa4  DamafcuSi 

General  Koehler,  ColocLel  Murray »  amd  all  the  officers  of  the  ou0kNi^ 
were  invited  to  be  prefent  at  a  Turkiih  field-day,  cm  the  4th.  The 
troops,  confifting  of  about  fix  thoufaod^  went  through  neatly  the  &ma 
manoeuvres  with  thofe  which  have  been  already  defcribed* 

The  Camelion,  having  on  board  Major  Fletcher  and  Captain  Leake^ 
arrived  on  the  afternoon  of  the  7th,  fi'om  ElhArifh,  without  having 
fallen  in  with  the  fufpicioua  brig,  in  queft  of  which  ihe  had  iailed 
from  Jafia« 

I  am  compelled  here  to  interrupt  the  order  of  my  narrative  of 
general  occurrences,  to  ipeak  particidarly  of  the  iituation  of  the  miillo» 
at  the  period  on  which  I  am.  entering.  On  the  5th  of  the  pseient 
month,  December,  Geary,,  a  military  surtificer,  was  attacked  by  iyrop«>. 
toms  of  malignant  fever,  to  which  he  fell  a  vi&im  on  the  loth  in  the. 
afternoon.     His  death  was  ibon  followed  by  other  fin^ilav  diiafteia; 
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for,  on  the  night  following  the  day  of  his  d<k:eafe|  Mace,  a  civil  arti- 
ficer, was  icized  with  {ymptaim  which  yety  fpeedily  announced  the 
difeafe  to  be  a  true  cafe  of  the  plague.  Under  this  attack  he  funk  at 
nine  in  the  morning  of  the  1 2tb|  dfter  ait  illnefs  of  little  more  than 
twenty-four  hoars.  This  fatal  cafe  was  (iicceeded  by  that  of  gunner 
Cowden,  one  of  the  artillery-men,  wEo  was  attacked  on  the  evening 
of  the  1  ath,  with  fymptoms  itmilar  to  the  atbove,  and  langui(hed  until 
the  afternoon  of  the  1 8th,*thefixth  day  of  the  attack,  when  he  expired. 
In  both  of  thefe  cafes  fevcral  peililenttal  tumours  were  nianifeft.  It 
will  be  feen,  in  the  Medical  Appendix  anstfexcd  to>  this  work,  that, 
under  theie  alarming  and  calamitous  circtunftancesi  nof^e  of  the  pre- 
cautions which  prudence  could  fugged  were  negle^ed^  to  prevent  the 
further  fpreading  of  the  contagion. 

The  fatal  illne&  of  Mrs.  Koehlert  wife  of  the  generaf,  was  of  a  more 
lingering  kind  than  thofe  related  above.  On  the  feventh  day  of  the 
month  ihe  was  attacked  by  fym^tonis  of  malignant  fever,  which  did 
not  yield  to  any  of  the  curative  means  employed,  but  manifefted  in 
their  progrefs  an  increafed  virulence.  On  the  I3th  fhe  was  conveyed 
firom  the  encampment  to  the  town  of  JTafia,  where  a  lodging  had  been 
provided  for  her ;  and  died  there  on  the  14th,  in  the  aftiertoon.  Hef 
affedtionate  and  inconfblable  hufband,  the  general,  did  not  long  fur- 
vivc  her  lofs.  He  was  feized  neairly  in  the  fame  manner  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  20th  ;  and,  having  quitted  the  encampment>  fent  his  fecre- 
tary  immediately  after  to  Colonel  HoUoway,  the  next  in  command, 
to  fay  that  he  was  gone  to  Jaffa  indifpofed.  The  malignance  of  the 
fever  by  which  he  had  been  attacked,  added  to  the  melancholy  into 
which  he  had  been  plunged  by  his  recent  lofsj  very  fpeedily  terminated 

c  c  2 
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his  earthly  career.  He  died  on  the  evening  of  the  2Qth»  the  fbarth 
day  of  the  attack ;  and  was  buried  on  the  following  afternoon  with 
military  honours. 

Here  let  me  pauie  for  a  moment^  to  refied  on  the  fad  pofition  of 
thofe  who  were  left  to  lament  his  lofi,  and  to  deplore  the  calamitous 
events  of  a  iimilar  kind  which  had  followed  each  other  in  fb  quick  a 
fucceliion.  The  plague  at  this  jundure  raged  with  the  utmofl  vio- 
lence  in  the  Turkifh  camp^  and  had,  as  has  already  been  feen  (as  well 
as  a  fever  which  appeared  fcarcely  lefs  malignant)  commenced  its  ra« 
vages  in  our  fmall  party,  in  which  a  general  indifpoiition  prevailed. 
We  had  loft  our  chief,  who  had  fallen  a  vidim  to  diieafe }  and  each 
of  us  trembled  for  himfelf,  and  for  the  friends  and  aiTociatesby  whom 
he  was  environed.  It  would  be  difficult  to  conceive  a  iituation  of 
more  imminent  peril  *  than  that  in  which  we  were  placed,  and  it  is 
impoflible  to  defcribe  the  painful  ienfations  by  which  each  individual 
was  agitated.  It  was  fufficient  that  a  new  cafe  of  illneis,  from  what* 
ever  caufe  it  might  have  ariifen,  was  announced,  to  fill  us  with  the 
moft  agonizing  pangs,  the  moll  heart-rending  apprehenfions ! — In  the 
mean  time,  a  vigilant  and  unremitted  attention  was  paid  to  whatever 
could  day  the  progreis  of  infedion ;  fumigations  were>  among  a  va- 
riety of  means,  employed  in  each  of  the  tents>  and  the  fick,  as  wel( 
as  the  attendants,  feparated  from  the  refl  of  the  people.  In  each  of 
the  cafes  which  had  terminated  fatally,  the  clothes,  bedding,  and,  in 
general,  whatever  had  been  employed  for  the  fervice  of  the  deceafed^ 
were  immediately  burned. 


*  This  peril  was  augmented  by  the  neceffity  of  attending,  at  fo  awful  a  criiis,  on  the 
Vizier.  Thirty-Cx  of  his  family  and  retinue  had  already  fallen  viAims  to  this  fatal 
difeafe,  which  was  fail  gaining  ground  in  his  Highnefs's  quarters. 
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My  narrative  recommences  on  the  8th  of  December,  when  the 
officers  belonging  to  the  miffion,  with  Colonel  Murray,  the  deputy 
quarter-mafter-geheral,  whofe  arrival  in  the  camp  I  have  already  an- 
nounced, had  the  fmgular  honour  of  dining  with  the  Grand  Vizier. 
His  Highnefs  was  in  uncommonly  good  fpirits,  in  confequence  of  his 
having  that  morning  received  a  firman  from  the  Sultan,  accompanied, 
among  other  prcfcnts,  by  that  of  a  beautiful  handjar,  or  dagger,  the 
hilt  of  which  was  fet  with  diamonds  of  great  brilliancy.  On  this  par- 
ticular occafion  a  royal  falute  was  fired ;  and  his  Highneis*s  magni- 
ficent tent  fpread,  to  receive  the  firman,  or  letter,  and  to  difplay  the 
prefents. 

Our  dinner  was  entirely  in  the  Turkifli  ftyle,  and  of  courfe  confifted 
of  the  beft  di(hes  the  country  could  fiipply,  prepared  with  the  moff 
coniummate  addrefs.    The  polite  and  friendly  attentions  of  the  Vizier,^ 
who  paid  many  compliments  to  his  Englifh  guefls,  gave  them  a  flill 
higher  reliih ;  and  we  departed  with  the  moil  fatisfadory  impreifions 
of  his  kind  and  undilguifed  hofpitality.     On  our  return  home,  his 
Highnefs  ient  each  of  us  a  prefent  of  a  fhawl  and  a  piece  of  filk.    The 
general  received  alfb  a  gift  of  a  fnuff-box,  ornamented  with  diamonds* 
T|ie  fame  party,  with  the  exception  of  the  general,  who  abfented 
himfelf  on  account  of  Mrs.  Koehler's  indifpofition,  dined  on  the  1 1  th 
with  the  Kia  Bey.     On  proceeding  up  the  camp,  to  repair  to  his  tent, 
we  were  invited  by  the  Vizier  to  lee  the  Turkifli  pradice  of  cutting 
a  large  roll  of  felt,  nearly  ten  inches  in  diameter,  moiflened,  and  fuf^ 
pended  by  a  cord.     On  this  roil  of  felt  feveral  good  cuts  were  made,, 
but  one  only  by  which  it  was  completely  fevered  into  two  parts.   This 
extraordinary  atchievement,  to  tScA  which  muft  hav^  required  great 
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^ddrefs  combined  with  a  long  pxsL&ice,  was  rewarded  by  a  fuitable 
prefcnl;. .        .        ^  .    •  ' 

We  found  the  K^^  Bey  to  he  a  very  agreeable  and  pleaiant  man,  of 
about  forty-five  years  of  age.  Before  and  after  our  dinner,  which  was 
ferved  up  with  nmcb  tafte  and  neatnefs,  pipes>  co^e,  and  other  re- 
frefhments,  were  handed  to  us ;  ai^d  no  attention  fpared  to  demon- 
flr^te  the  kind  and  friendly  difpofi^qn  of  our  hofL 

Colonel  Murray  embarked  on  the  1 3th  on  board  the  Camelion  floop 
of  war  for  Maori.  He  was  ^cco^pwied  by  Major  Fletcher,  of  the 
royal  engineers,  charged  with  difp^tches  to  Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie. 

On  the  15th  the  Vizier  ihifted  the  iitc  of  his  encampment  to  a. 
{pot  on  the  other  fide  of  J^ffk,  d,i$^nt  about  an  hour  s  journey,  or 
three  mLles>  fi;om  the  ancient  ground.  His  Highne&,  and  principal 
officers,  acGompapicd  by  the  different  corps  of  troops  under  their  re- 
ipeAive  commanders,  moved  with  greaj  ceremony  ta  occupy  the  new 
ground  of  encampment.  We  followed  his  example  on  the  l^th,  and 
pitched  our  tents,  on  an  eminence^  covered  with  a  white  and  clear 
&nd,  and  commanding  a  fine  view  of  the  iea« 

The  Turkiih.  fick»  who  were  very  numerous,  and  among  whom  fa 
great  a  mprtality  prevailed,  that^  on  the  morning  of  the  I5th,  no  leis 
than  fifty  dead  bodies  ps^ed  ii^  front  of  our  encampment,  were  left 
behind^  Many  thoufands  of  men,  alas !  hc|d  dready  perifhed,  and 
many  others  were  ftill  doomed  to  dcftrudion,  through  the  fuperfti- 
tious  prejudices  and  culpable  neglcft  of  their  rulers,  who  had  fpumed 
at  every  adnionition  to  take  the  ncccflary  precautions  for  their  fafety. 
The  ground  which  the  Turki/h  foldicry  had  quitted,  ejthibited  a  me- 
lancholy fcenc,  thq  horrors  of  which,  were  heightened  by  the  great 
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numbers  of  carcafes  of  camels,  hoxfcs,  afles,  and  dogs  (among  whom 
alfb  an  epidemical  difeafe  had  recently  broken  out),  with  which  the 
earth  was  abundantly  ftrewed*  It  was  now  left  to  vomit  forth  the 
abundance  of  putrid  animal  matter  with  which  it  had  been  {o  long 
furcharged. 

On  our  fixing  ourielves  on  the  new  ground  of  encampment,  fo 
much  firing  was  kept  up. by  the  Turkifh  military,  the  balls  from 
whofe  pieces  frequently  fell  within  the  camp  of  the  miffion,  that 
General  Koehler  found  it  neccflary  to  make  an  official  repreientation 
of  this  ajbttfe  to  the  Vizier  and  Reis  Efiendi.  The  re&lt  of  this  mca* 
ilire  was,  that  a  guard  of  janiliaries  was  placed  on  the  left  of  the 
camp  ;  but  no  fooner  was  the  miilion  relieved  from  one  inconveni^ 
ence,  than  it  was  followed  by  aiK>ther  of  a  more  alarming  nature, 
the  cdiAmander  of  the  guard  ^Ifrng  a  victim  to  the  plague  a  few 
days  after* 

On  the  17th,  three  bodies  were  fccn  lying  in  the  flreets  of  the 
new  camp,  with  the  head  placed  under  one  of  the-  arms.  This 
Tnrkiih  cufloni,  in  the  puniihment  of  criminals,  .has  been  already 
explained. 

The  Engliih  hoi^ital  tent,  which  had  been  left  on  the  old  groundl 
of  encampment,  with  the  plague  patient,  Cowden,  on  whofe  cafe 
I  touched  in  a  late  digreffion,,was  attempted  to  be  robbed  fay  a  party 
of  Arabs.  The  guard  in  attendance  Uttd  on  thefe  mifi^reatits,  who 
could  not  be  deterred  from  their  predatory  purfuita  by  the  nfk  evea; 
of  encountering  fb  dreadful  a  difeafe. 

At  this  time  an  incident  occurred  which  di^lays  the  extreme  heed^ 
lefTnefs  of  the  Turks*     Major  Hope,  commanding  the  artillery,  went 
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to  the  Topgis  Baflii,  or  chief  of  artillery,  to  give  him  fome  inftrudions 
relative  to  the  Turkilh  ordnance.  One  of  the  topgis,  or  artillery- 
men, brought  a  live  (hell  into  the  tent  in  which  this  buiinefs  was 
tranfafting,  to  (how  the  priming  and  quick  match,  which  he  placed 
clofe  to  the  pipes  of  thofe  who  were  fmoking,  and,  with  a  thorough 
infenfibility  of  his  owii  danger,  and  of  the  rifk  to  which  he  expofed 
all  the  ammunition  in  the  park  of  artillery,  drew  out  his  knife  to  open 
the.  match.  So  little  attention  do  thefe  people  pay  to  confequences, 
that  he  would,  in.  the  fame  way^  have  brought  in  a  cartridge  of 
powder,  if  the  major  had  not  prevented  him.  Plate  IX.  contains  an 
exaA  reprefentation  of  the  coftume  of  a  Topgis  Baihi,  or  commandant 
of  Turkifh  artillery. 

On  the  evening  of  the  1 9th  the  fick  were  removed  to  the  new  en- 
campment, where  they  were  placed  under  the  fame  ftrid  and  fevere 
quarantine  as  before. 

An  Englifh  gun-boat  arrived  at  Jaffa  on  the  27  th  from  Gibraltar. 
She  brought  advices,  that  the  fleet  Rationed  off  Malta  had  captured 
three  veflTels  richly  laden  out  of  Alexandria,  at  which  place  nearly 
iixty  fail,  having  on  board  property  deflined  for  France,  were  making 
preparations  for  their  departure.  The  gun-boat  failed  in  the  evening 
£br  the  coaft  of  Egypt. 

The  death  of  General  Koehler,  our  highly  lamented  and  equally 
refpeded  chief,  occurred,  as  I  have  already  ftated,  on  the  2gth  of  the 
prefent  month.  On  the  30th,  after,  all  the  honours  due  to  the  rank 
and  importance  of  the  deceafed  had  been  paid  to  his  revered  obfequies. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Hollo  way,  on  whom  the  command  of  the  miflion 
devolved^  lent  meflages  to  the  Grand  Vizier,  the  Kia  Bey,  the  Reis 
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Effcndi,  and  the  Tefterdar  EfFendi,  to  announce  to  them,  raipeftirely 
and  individually,  the  melancholy  event.  He  at  the  fame  time  re- 
queued an  audience  of  the  Grand  Vizier,  which  took  place  on  the  fol- 
lowing day,  the  31  ft,  when  he  announced  his  iituation  officially. 
He  was  accompanied,  on  this  occafion,  by  Major  Hope,  who  was 
acknowledged  by  the  Vizier  as  fecond  in  command ;  and,  after  many 
compliments  had  been  paid  to  each  of  thefe  officers^  the  former  was 
axrrefled  with  a  fable  pelice,  and  the  latter  with  a  pelice  of  ermine. 

On  the  ift  of  January,  1801^  I  paid  a  vifit  to  the  Reis  Effendi, 
with  whom  I  had  a  long  converfation  relative  to  the  precautions  to 
be  taken  to  prevent  the  further  progrefs  of  infedlion.  He  imparted 
to  me  the  pleafing  intelligence,  that  the  camp  was  more  healthy  than 
it  had  been,  the  plague  having  in  a  great  raeftfure  ceaied. 

Colonel  Hollo  way.  ur^d  the  Vizier,  on  the  2d,  to  make  flich  pre- 

» 

parations  as  the  expediency  of  the  circumftances  feemed  to  require^ 
and,  among  others,  to  eftablifh  magazines  of  provifions  and  ammu- 
nition at  El-Arifh. 

In  the  afternoon,  while  the  iervants  of  Colonel  Holloway  and 
Major  Hope  were  exercifing  the  horfes  of  their  mafters,  they  were 
attacked  by  a  party  of  plimdering  Arabs,  by  whofe  fire  the  Colonel's 
horfe  was  killed,  and  his  fenrant  wounded  with  balls  and  ilugs  in 
nine  different  places.  By  the  exertions  of  his  companion  the  wounded 
man  was  brought  off;  and  the  balls  and  flugs  afterwards  extraded  by 
me.  On  this  outrage  being  communicated  to  the  Vizier,  he  gave 
orders  that  the  moft  flridl  inquiry  ihould  be  made  after  the  culprits. 

On  the  3d  a  difpute  took  place  at  Jaffa,  between  a  Janiflary  and  a 
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Dehii,  in  which  one  of  the  parties  was  killed.  On  this  event  being 
roade  known,  tbt  two  corps  refbrted  to  arms,  and  drew  up  in  oppo- 
fition  to  each  other  with,  fo  menacing  an  afped,  that  it  required  the 
utmoft  exertion  on  the  part  of  the  Vizier  to  prevent  the  moil  ferious 
confequen^es  from  enfuing.^  > 

The  efiedive  force  of  the  Turkifh  army  coniifted  at  this  time  c^ 
about  iixteen  tboufand  men,  who  were  diilributed  as  follows:  ten 
thouiand  in  the  Vizier's  encampment ;  two  thoufand  at  Gaza  ;  and 
four  thoufand  at  £1-Ari(h. 

In  a  converfation  with  the  Reis  Effendi  on  the  0th,  he  informed 
me  that,  notwithftanding  cafes  of  plague  ftill  occurred  in  the  Ottoman 
camp,  the  difeafe  was  become  much  milder,  and  coniequcntly  lefs 
fatal  in  its  efFe<fts,  infomuch  that  feveral  of  thofe  who  had  been  re^ 
cently  attacked,  had  recovered.  The  fame  circumftance  has  been 
known  to  occur  at  Conftantinople  when  the  difeafe  was  upon  the 
decline. 

The  Camelion  iloop  of  war  arrived  at  Jaffa  on  the  morning  of  the 
Qth,  with  General  Moore,  Captain  Anderibii,  his  aid-du-camp,  and 
Mr.  Morier,  fecretary  to  Lord  Elgin,  all  of^hem  from  the  Britilh 
army.  They  had  an  immediate  audience  with  the  Grand  Vizier  and 
Reis  Effendi,  to  whom  they  were  the  bearers  of  important  difpatches. 
We  learned  from  them,  with  much  iatisfa<^on,  that  the  whole  of  the 
Britifli  forces  had  reached  Marmarice  Bay  in  good  health  and  ipirits. 

The  bodies  of  feveral  peribns  who  had  died  of  the  plague,  eight  of 
them  from  the  Vizier's  own  particular  camp,  were  on  the  loth  car- 
ried for  interment  in  our  view.     To  demohftrate,  however,  that  the 
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dtfeaie  was  mitigated  in  its  cfFeAs,  the  Reis  Effendi  itated,  that  of  fire 
6{  the  ilaves  of  the  Grand  Vizier  who  had  been  latterly  attacked  by 
this  difeafe,  three  had  recovered. 

On  the  1 2th  I  rode  acrofs  the  plains  of  Jaffa  and  Lydda,  in  company 
with  Captain  Maltland,  of  the  Cameli9|>  and  feveral  of  ^is  officers. 
We  approached  the  town  of  Lydda,  or  Loudda,  and  Taw  the  Arab 
inhabitants  bufily  employed  in  lowing  their  barley. '  The  ibil  of  thefe 
fine  sind  extenfive  plains  is  a  rich  black  mould,  which,  with  proper' 
care  and  induiby,  might  be  rendered  extremely  fertile. 

Dr.  Bofariy  phyfician  to  the  Grand  Vizier,  died  of  the  plague  on 
the  morning  of  the  1 3th,  being  the  third  day  of  the  attack. 

General  Moore,  his  aid-du*camp,  and  Mr.  Morier,  left  Jaffa  on  the 
14tfi,  to  rejoin  the  Britiih  army.  During  his  ftay  at  the  encamp- 
aaent,  the  General  had,  as  well  as  Colonel  HoUoway,  daily  conferences 
with  the  Vizier  and  Ottoman  minifters.  Our  expedlations  were,  that 
we  were  to  remain  with  the  Turkiih  army,  which  it  was  thought 
would  very  foon  break  ground,  either  to  co-operate  with  the  Britiih 
forces,  or  to  attack  the  common  enemy  at  fiich  points  as  (hould  be 
^nd  advifable  in  the  fequel.  . 

The  Cynthia  Hoop  of  war,  Captain  Dick,  arrived  at  Jaffa  on  the 
morning  of  the  15  th,  with  di/patches  from  Alexandria,  which  were 
immediately  lent  on  fhore.  She  fiiiled  in  the  evening  with  difpatchcs, 
to  join  the  fleet  commanded  by  Admiral  Lord  Keith,  lying  in  the  bay 
ef  Marmarice,  and  was  to  touch  at  Cyprus  on  her  way. 

The  Turkifh  Ramazan,  a  fblemn  fall  already  defcribed,  conimenced 
«ta.the  evening  of  the  lOth.   No  fponer  was  the  new  moon,  by  which 
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it  was  intoodiiced,  defcried;  than  a  general  difcharge  of  cannon,  tauf- 
Icetry,  and  piflpls^  was  heard  in  every  part  of  the  camp^  to  announce 
the  event. 

L'Entreprenanty  an  Elnglilh  cutttfrj  arrived  at  Jaffa  on  the  2l{t, 
with  difpatches  from  Adtnivfl  Lord  Keith.  Among  the  papers  con« 
taining  intelligence  which  were  received  by  thb  channel  from  Cairo, 
was  a  printed  proclamation  of  General  Menou. 

Further  intelligence  from  Cairo  was  received  on  the  23dj  by  a 
Greek  merchant^  who  had  left  that  place  eighteen  days  before ;  and 
alio  by  a  confidential  Arab^  ient  by  Mahomed  Elphi  Bey.  The  latter 
had  paiTed  through  Cairo  and  Salahieh>  both,  of  which  places  the 
enemy  were  employed  in  fortifying,  more  efpecially  the  latter^  <br  the 
defence  of  which  they  had  recently  fent  feveral  pieces  of  heavy  6rd-> 
nance.  fHe  eftimated  their  force  at  about  twelve  thouiaad  French^ 
and  from  two  to  three  thouiand  native  troops,  diftributed  in  tbeie 
places  and  their  vicinity.  This  Arab  was  the  bearer  of  a  note  fr6m 
Mahomed  Elphi  Bey  to  the  officer  commanding  the  Britiih  miffion. 

I  rode  out,  in  the  morning  of  the  fame  day,  towards  Lydda>  the 
ancient  city  of  Loudda,  where  Peter,  the  dtfciple  of  our  Lord,  healed 
the  aged  £neas,  who  laboured  under  a  paralytic  complaint ;  and 
whence  he  proceeded  to  Joppa,  the  Jaffa  <^  modem  times,  to  effe^ 
a  miraculous  cure  by  refloring  to  life  Tabitha,  or,  as  Ihe  was  other-: 
wiie  called,  Dorcas,  a  pious. and  good  woman.  Lydda  is  denomiilate4 
by  the  Greeks  Diofpolis,  or  the  city  of  Jupiter,  probably  becauie  a 
temple  bad  been  dedicated  in  its  vicinity  to  that  deity.  Since  the 
cruiades  it  has  received  from  the  Chriftians  the  name  of  St.  George* 
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on  account  of  its  having  been  the  fcene  of  the  martyrdom^  and  burial 
of  that  faint.  In  this  city  tradition  reports  that  the  Emperor  Jufti- 
nian  ere£ted  a  church. 

On  the  25th  the  confidential  Arab,  to  whom  I  referred  above,  left 
the  camp  with  the  reply  of  Colonel  HoUoway  to  the  note  of  Mahomed 
Elphi  Bey.  Frelh  difturbances  broke  out  among  the  Janiflaries  oa 
the  following  day. 

The  Vizier  proceeded  with  great  ceremony  on  the  27  th,  to  vifit  the 
new  baftion,  which  was  now  completed.  To  give  a  greater  iclat  to 
this  event,  he,  with  his  own  hands,  laid  hold  of  the  ropes  to  get  in 
the  guns,  and  then  ieated  himfelf  on  the  rampart,  to  fee  them  placed 
in  the  embrazures.  As  foon  as  the  firft  gun  had  been  laid  on  its  plat-^ 
form,  a  folemn  prayer  was  repeated  by  the  Turkifh  priefb.  Pclices 
were  aften^ard^  prefented  to  Colonel  Hollo  way  and  Major  Hope, 
together  with  feveral  calftans  to  the  Turkifh  officers  who  were  in 
attendance. 

There  was  fb  violent  a  florm  on  the  ^Qth,  that  feveral  of  our  tents 
were  blown  down.  It  blew  moft  tremendoufly  doting  the  night,  and 
was  accompanied  by  thunder,  lightning,  and  baiL 

The  three  fick  who  were  lodged  in  the  lazaretto^* tent  being  per^ 
fe£Uy  recovered,  were  releaied  from  their  confinement  on  the  3ifl. 
Previoufly  to  their  joining  the  camp,  their  clothes  and  bedding  were^ 
tx>gether  with  the  tfent,  totnii)itted  to  the  flames ;  in  addition  to  which 
precaution,  they  were  made  to  wafh  themfelves  in  the  fea. 

Od  the  ifl  of  February  there  was  a  riot  among  the  Jamflaries,  fot^ 
which  feteral  caufes  were  afSgned,  and,  among  Others,  the  want  of 
forage  for  their  borfes*     In  the  midft  of  their  difcontent,  they  were^ 
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they  faid,  willing  to  agree '  to  two  things,  namely,  that  the  Engliih 
fhould  have  barley  for  their  horfes,  becaufe  they  were  good  friends ; 
and  that  the  horfes  which  drew  the  guns  fhould  alfo  be  furniflied  with 
provender,  as  fuch  a  fupply  was  neceiffary  to  the  public  fervice :  but 
they  could  not  confent  that  any  part  of  what  was  in  flrorc  ihould  be 
iflued  for  the  ufe  of  the  great  officers  of  (late,  as  they  could  afford. to 
make  the  requifite  purchafes. 

The  Vizier  being  indifpofed,  I  was  defired  to  vifit  him,  and  found 
him  laid  up  with  fymptoms  of  a  fcvcrc  cold.  He  requcfted  of  mc  to 
lee  him  from  time  to  time ;  and,  on  my  repeating  my  vifit  on  the  fol- 
lowing day,  I  obfervcd  that  he  laboured  under  a  great  depreffion  of 
fpirits,  which  he  acknowledged  to  have  ariien  from  the  operation  on 
his  mind  of  the  frequent  difficulties  he  had  had  to  encounter.  Among 
thefe,  the  gales  of  wind  which  had  recently  prevailed  had  forced  the 
veiTels  laden  with  barley,  and  other  iupplies  of  (lores  and  provifions 
for  the  Turkifh  army,  to  quit  their  anchorage ;  and  had  alfb  prevented 
the  arrival  of  other  vefiels,  as  had  been  expelled.  In  this  way  a  fear- 
city  had  been  occafioned,  by  which  the  Vizier  had  been  fruftrated  in 
his  intention  of  making  a  n^ovement,  however  ftrongly  he  was  urged 
to  do  fb  by  the  exifting  circumftances. 

Captain  Lacy  was  difjpatched  to  £1-Arifh  on  the  2d,  to  coUeA 
military  information. 

The  weather  was  at  this  time  become  fettled  and  pleafant,  attended 
by  the  land  breeze^  which,  fetting  in  towards  evening,  furnifhed  an 

indubitable  token  of  its  continuance.     The  country  in  the  vicinity  of 

« 

the  encampment  began  to  wear  a  fmiling  appearance,  and,  in  con^* 
iequence  of  the  late  heavy  rains,  was  covered  with  a  fine  verdure,! 
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which  overfpread  even  what  had  been  hitherto  merely  arid  and  (andj 
hills. 

Intelligence  was  received  from  Cairo,  on  the  5th^  which  ftated« 
among  other  particulars,  that  the  plague  had  broken  out  among  the 
French  troops,  iixty  of  whom  periflied  daily  from  its  attacks.  It 
gave  me  great  iatisfadlion,  at  the  fame  time,  to  learn  from  the  Reis 
Efiendi,  that  this  formidable  adverfary  had  nearly  difappeared  ainong 
the  Turkifli  foldiery. 

The  New  Adventure  tranfport  had  arrived  from  CaifiEa,  and,  toge- 
ther with  a  coniiderable  number  of  vdOfels  laden  with  barley,  and 
other  (lores  for  the  army,  lay  at  anchor  off  Jaffa.  A  reinforcement 
of  troops  had  alfo  reached  that  place  by  fea ;  and  a  corps  of  about  a 
hundred  and  fifty  Araauts  arrived  in  thp  camp,  after  an  overland 
march,  on  the  0th.  Thcfe  arrivals  induced  the  Vizier  to  make 
fome  preparations  for  marching.  The  Kai  Bey  having  been  ordered 
to  Conftantinople,  the  Tefterdar  was,  ^  on  the  fame  day,  appointed 
Kai  Bey  in  his  flead.   . 

The  Vizier  tranfmittcd  information  to  Colonel  HoUoway  on  the 
7th,  that  in  the  fpace  of  ten  days  he  (hould  march  forward  with  his 
army. 

On  the  8th  a  body  of  Arnauts,  in  marching  into  the  c^mp,  made 
the  uiual  difcharjgcs  of  mufketry,  the  cdnie^uence  of  which  was, 
that,  to  our  great  annoyance  and  manifefl  peril,  feveral  of  their  fhots 
pafled  clofc  over  the  encampment  of  the  miffion.  This  irregularity^ 
accompanied  by  much  (houting  and  tumult,  was  continued  through-^ 
out  the  whole  of  the  evening. 

Letters  were  received  on  the  11th  and  13th  from  Captain  Lacy, 
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«t  EI-Ari(h.  They  ftatad,  that  the  enemy  were  bu{ie4  at  Cairo  in 
conftruding  towers,  or  detached  redoubts,  provided  with  heavy  artiU 

«  * 

lery ;  and  were  alfo  ereAing  other  works,  on  which  a  great  number 
of  peribns  were  employed.  At  the  date  of  his  letters  the  plague  ftill 
prevskiled  with  great  violence  in  the  camp  at  £1-Ari(h« 

The  feftival  of  the  Biram,  which  commenced  on  the  1 8th,  on  the 
pompletion  of  the  Turkiih  Raipazan,  or  lent,  and  the  celebration  of 
which  was  to  laft  during  three  days,  was  announced  by  the  Vizier 
by  the  daicharge  of  ieveral  rounds  of  artillery,  accompanied  by  fre- 
quent diicharges  of  mu&etry  throughout  the  whole  extctft  of  the 
camp.     In  the  evening  brilliant  illuminations  were  diiplayed. 

On  the  above  feil:ive  occaiion,  the  whole  of  the  following  day,  the 
1 4th,  was  fpent  by  the  great  officers  of  ftate,  and  other  Turks,  in 
making  vifits  of  ceremony,  and  in  demonftrating,  in  every  poflible 
way,  the  joy  they  felt,  at  being  no  longer  fubjeded  to  the  penalties 
of  the  Ram^zan,  or  faft. 

In  a  benice,  or  entertainment,  which  the  Vizier  commanded  for 
the  1 5th^  he  was  accompanied  by  all  his  principal  officers  of  £batc, 
and  by  at  lead  one  thoufand  peribns,  who  joined,  in  the  cavalcade. 
The  troops,  whofe  numbers  appeared  to  have  been  latterly  mudi 
augmented,  were  drawn  up  in  a  line ;  and  a  tent  pitched,  in  which 
the  Vizier,  the  principal  Turkiih  officers.  Colonel  Holloway,  and 
Major  Hope,  were  feated,  A  djerid  party  having  beeq  aflembled, 
upwards  of  fifty  combatants  on  each  fide  fupportod  the  different 
attacks  with  great  fptrit,  agility,  and  addrefs.  ^  Unfortunately,  one  of 
them  received  fo  fcrious  a  hurt,  that  he  was  obliged  to  be  carried  off 
the  £eld.     {n  this  military  exercife,  into  a  conciie  explanation  of 
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which  I  have  already  entered,  it  foinetimes  happens  that  one  of  the 

opponents,  in  riding  full  fpeed  after  the  other,  lances  his  flick,  or 

wand,  with  fiich  force  and  adroitneis,  that  the  latter,  however  dez- 

terotis  he  may  be,  is  tmaUe  either  to  lay  hold  of  it,  or  to  parry  off 

the  biow.     In  fuch  a  caie  he  is  inevitably  ibuck  with  fo  much  vio*- 

lence,  as  to  be  obliged  to  have  rccourfe  to  cupping,  to  relieve  him* 

ielf  frcmi  the  cSc€U  of  the  ievere  bruifes  he  has  received.     In  this 

way  it  was  that  the  Vizier  fome  years  before  unfortunately  loft  an 

eye,  which  was  beaten  out  by  one  of  his  own  attendants.     To  this 

unlucky  circumftance  I  adverted,  when  I  gave,  in  the  preceding 

pages,  a  deicription  of  this  diftinguifhed  perfimage ;  but  I  did  not 

relate  an  anecdote  which  refulted  from  the  accident,  and  which  ^ 

as  it  dearly  ixulicates  a  humane  and  feeling  difpofitioh,  fuch  as,  it  is 

to  be  regretted,  few  Turks  pcxflefs,  is  a  tr»t  in  the  Vizier^s  charader 

which  ought  to  be  recorded.     He  ient,  on  the  following  day,  for  the 

individual  by  whom  he  had  hccn  wounded,  and,  on  his  being  brought 

before  him,  madfe  him  a  valuable  preient,  requeuing,  at  thfS  fame 

time,  that  he  wbuid  never  agaitt  appear  in  his  pmience,  left  it  Ikould 

.         •    .     .  . 

femmd  him  of  bis  misfi2>rtunie. 

In  stturaiog  «o  the  grOjAnd  of  the  encampment,  the  proccffion 
tnoving  in  the  iamc  otdtt  as  in  fctting  out,  a  corps  of  Turkilh 
ca^valry^  Beblis,  gallof>od''forw»d,  «|id  took  pofleffion  of  a  height » 
A  iham  attack  being  m^ide  to  thjsm,  a  heavy  firing  of  muiketrf  and 
piftols,  dtfcbaf^ed  m  the  air,  was  kept  up,,  the  balls  with  ^hkik  they 
were  charged  flying,  as  ufual,  in  every  diredlion. 

Among  the  ntw  levies  which  were  daily  pduring  in  to  «beTui4i{h 
caipp,  wcve  &vtial*  individuals  who  had  iitfiered  an  amputation  of 
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the  nofe.     This  being  the  punifhtnent  inflided  by  Djezzar  Pacha  at 
Acre^  plainly  indicated  whence  they  came. 

A  Pacha^  with  a  corps  of  about  four  hundred  men,  arrived  in  the 
camp  on  the  l6th.  The  midion  about  this  time  fuffered  great 
inconvenience  from  the  difficulty  of  procuring  a  neceflary.fupply  of 
proviiions. 

On  the  20th,  Captain  Leake  was  ordered  to  hold  himfelf  in  readi- 
nefs  to  proceed  with  difpatches  to  the  commander  in  chief;  and  on 
the  follovying  day  the  Janiflaries,  with  another  party  of  troops, 
marched  from  the  camp/ on  their  way  to  Yebna — a  fuffident  indi* 
cation  that  the  a<^ve  military  operations  were  on  the  eve  of  com- 
mencing. 

Several  other  detachments  quitted  the  encampment  on  the  23d ; 
and  we  were  ordered  to  hold  ourfelves  in  readineis  for  the  25th  in 
the  morning,  beyond  which  time  the  march  of  the  Vizier,  with  the 
remainder  of  his  army,  wad  not  to  be  delayed. 

In  quitting  Jaffa,  ibmte  defcription  of  the  country  in  which  we 
had  refided  for  fuch  a  length  of  timd  may  reafonably  be  expe Aed 
from  me,  in  addition  to  the  information  I  have  already  beeix  enabled 
to  give,  in  detailing  the  particulars  of  my  occafional  excurfions  from 
the  camp.  I  fhall  therefore  clofe  the  preient  chapter  with  a  brief 
iketch  of  the  moil  interefling  particulars  I  was  aUe  to  colled,  dur** 
ing  my  ftay  in  this  part  of  Syria ;  and  fhall  afterwards  refume  my 
narrative  of  general  occurrences,  which  will  thus  have  fuffered  only 
a  momentary  interruption. 

A  general  idea  of  the  climate  of  Syria  may  be  formed  from  the 
foUowing  particulars  i^-^During  our  flay  there,  the  thermometer,  in 
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the  months  of  July,  Auguft,  and  September,  marked  the  higheft,  in 
the  afternoons,  from  ninety-three  to  ninety-five  degrees  of  Fahrenheit* 
It  is  unneceflary  to  remark,  that  during  this  interval  the  heat  was 
extremely  oppredive  to  fuch  of  our  party  as  had  not  been  inured  to 
the  more  fultry  climes.  The  iky  was,  at  the  above  (eafbn,  beauti- 
fully clear,  without  a  cloud  to  obfcure  the  wide  expanie ;  and  the 
atmoiphere  pure  and  benign.  The  greateft  variation  of  temperature 
occurred  in  the  months  of  0(Aober  and  November,  when  the  rains 
came  on  fuddenly  with  ibme  degree  of  violence.  This  may  properly 
be  confidered  as  the  rainy  ieaibn,  fince,  generally  fpeaking,  during 
the  other  parts  of  the  year  a  drought  prevails.  The  very  copious 
dews  which  fall  in  the  dry  months,  when  there  is  a  total  abfcncc  of 
rain,  promote  and  forward  the  vegetation. 

'  During  the  fummcr  months  the  prevailing  winds  arc  from  the 
north  and  north- weft.  In  entering  on  OAobcr,  they  are  more  vari- 
able, blowing  ftrongly  from  the  ibuth,  fouth-eaft,  and  eaft.  It  is  at 
this  time  that  the  fudden  and  heavy  (howers  commence,  and  that 
the  flcy,  which  was  before  fo  uniformly  clear,  is  overfpread  with  dark 
and  heavy  clouds.  At  lengthy  the  month  of  November  drawing 
towards  its  dole,  the  rains  ceaie  to  fall,  and  the  weather  becomes 
pleafant  and  falubrious.  The  refult  of  my  obiervationa  at  this  feafon 
•was;  that  before  fun-rife  the  thermometer  ranged  from  42  to  52  and 
5.3,  and  that,  confdquebtly^  the  mornings  were  refrefhing  and  cool. 
At  noOQ  the  variations  of  the  thermometer  were  from  66  to  76,  with 
a  degree  of  heat  which  was  by  ho  means  oppreffivc. 

On  the  coaft  of  Syria  the  fea  hretx  prevails  during  the  day  time, 
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and,  falling  in  the  evening,  gives  place  to  the  gentle  land  breese^ 
whith  continues  to  blow  until  about  nine  the  next  morning. 

In  the  month  of  Decemberi  1  Soo,  the  January  following,  and 
a  part  of  February,  the  weather  was  vety  tempeftuous,  with  heavy 
rains,  vivid  lightnings,  and  thunders,  the  ezploiion  of  which  was 
awful  and  tremendous.  During  this  period  the  thermometer  was 
low ;  and,  on  one  occaiion,  the  ftorm  was  accompanied  by  hail. 
The  winds  were  ufually  from  the  fouth  or  fouth-weft.  A  haztncfs 
from  the  fouthward  was  the  fure  precurfor  of  each  of  the  gales ;  aad 
to  this  indication  of  foul  weather  was  fuperadded  a  remarkably  large 
circle,  or  diik,  round  the  moon.  This  boifterous  and  comparatively 
cold  weather  was  highly  favourable  to  the  health  of  the  individuab 
belonging  to  the  miffion.  It  yielded,  about  the  loth  of  Februaryt 
to  a  more  warm  and  fettled  temperature  of  the  air,  which,  beflowing 
on  the  arid  hills  fbme  flight  degree  of  verdure,  rendered  the  afpcA 
of  the  coimtry  more  cheerful. 

Syria  may  in  general  be  confidered  as  a  mountainous  country ;  but 
the  part  bordering  on  Jaffa  has  feveral  very  extenfive  plains,  which 
are  interfered,  at  certain  diftances,  with  moderate  heights.  In  ap- 
proaching Jeraialem,  after  having  proceeded  to  the  other  fide  of 
Bamla,  the  mountains  are  very  Ic^y,  and,  having  but  a  flender 
luperficies  of  earth  to  cover  their  rocky  prominences,  are  exclufively 
adapted  to  the  cultivation  of  olive-trees,  which  take  root  in  their  very 
clefts,  and  hide  the  naked  appearance  they  would  otherwiie  exhibit. 

In  general  the  country  is  but  thinly  covered  with  trees,  and  has 
few  woods,  or  thickets.  In  the  paits  whcfe  there  is  no  texture  of 
foil,  but  merely  a  white  loofe  fand,  not  a  tree  nor  fhrab  is  to  be  feen. 
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To  the  north  fide  of  Jaffa^  a  fmall  rivcr>  which  empties  itfclf  into 
the  fca,  prcfcnts  itfclf  at  the  diftance  of  two  or  three  miles.  It  is 
the  only  one  which  I  met  with  in  Syria :  it  is  probable^  however, 
that  others  may  have  been  formed,  iiibiequently  to  the  excurfions  I 
made  into  the  interior,  by  the  abundant  falls  of  rain  I  have  had  occa- 
fion  to  notice. 

From  the  information  I  was  able  to  colIe<fl,  as  wxU  as  from  tnj 
own  peribnal  obiervation,  I  could  not  learn  that  either  mines  or 
eruptions  of  volcanic  matter  are  to  be  met  with  in  Syria. 

The  foil  in  many  parts,  in  thofe  more  efpecially  bordering  on  the 
deferts,  coniifts  almoft  exclufively  of  a  fine  white  fand,  the  refle&ion 
from  which  is  extremely  painful  to  the  iight.  This  barren  territory 
extends,  to  the  northward,  beyond  Jafia.  It  contains,  however,  in 
common  with  the  other  parts  of  Syria,  feveral  fertile  fpots,  covered 
with  a  rich  black  mould,  which  very  copioully  repay  the  labour 
beftowed  on  them.  On  the  rocky  grounds  an  inconiiderable  portion 
of  calcareous  earth  is  found  blended  with  marl. 

Wherever  the  land  is  fufceptible  of  cultiyation,  and  has  not  been 
negleded,  it  affords  abundant  crops  of  wheat,  barley,  Indian  com 
(dourra),  tobacco,  cotton,  and  other  produdions.  Fraits  and  vege- 
tables are  in  equal  abundance*  Among  the  former  are  pomegranates, 
figs,  oranges,  lemons,  citrons  of  an  uncommonly  large  fizc,  melons, 
grapes,  and  olives.  The  melons  are  large,  and  have  a  delicious 
flavour ;  as  have  alfo  the  grapes,  of  which  we  partook  fo  late  as  the 
month  of  December,  when  we  found  they  ftill  retained  their  exqui- 
fite  flavour.  I  have  already  adverted  to  the  uncommon  fizc  of  the 
water*- melons,  many  of  which  weigh  from  twenty  to  thirty  pounds. 
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They  are  a  great  and  valuable  refourcc  to  the  inhabitants,  who  arc 
fo  paffionately  fond  of  them,  that,  during  the  fummer  months,  they 
form  a  great  part  of  their  fubfiftencc.  Notwithftanding  they  are  as 
cooling  and  refreflaing,  as  grateful  to  the  tafte,  I  was  furprifcd  to 
lee  the  natives  eat  them  in  fiich  immoderate  quantities,  without 
experiencing  any  unpleafant  confequences. 

Among  the  vegetable  productions  for  the  table  may  be  ranged  the 
coulcas,  the  okre,  or  bannier,  the  couiTa,  a  fpecies  of  gourd,  the  to- 
mata,  and  a  kind  of  bean  which  has  fbme  refemblance  to  our  French 
bean.  The  coulcas  is  a  root  brought  from  Bairout,  Acre,  Sidon,  and 
Damietta,  which,  when  cooked,  is  in  tafte  not  unlike  the  potatoc, 
from  which  it  differs  in  appearance  by  its  darker  hue  and  lefs  regular 
Ihape.  In  its  raw  ftate  it  is  extremely  acrid,  and  produces  on  the 
mouth  and  fauces,  when  tafted,  a  fcnfation  of  pricking  and  finarting, 
fuch  as  is  caufed,  under  the  fame  circumftances,  by  the  Aram  root. 
It  is  confidcred  by  the  inhabitants  as  a  wholefbme  and  agreeable 
vegetable,  and>  being  (craped  and  boiled,  enters  into  the  compofition 
of  many  of  their  dilhes.     The  okre  is  a  fine  mucilaginous  vegetable, 

which  gives  an  excellent  flavour  to  the  fbups. 

* 

To  the  above  lifl:  may  be  added  other  vegetables,  the  quality  of 
which  is  excellent,  fuch  as  cabbages,  cauliflowers,  fpinage,  lettuce, 
endive,  turnips,  cucumbers,  radifhes,  and  onions;  the  latter  ex« 
tremely  mild.  Both  fraits  and  vegetables,  as  well  as  all  other 
tnarketable  commodities,  are  fold  by  weight. 

The  grounds  in  Syria  are  in  general  open.  Where  enclofures  have 
been  attempted,  they  are  fended  in  with  the  prickly  pear  tree. 

Numerous  fiocks  of  goats  and  iheep  are  diflributed  over  the  plains, 
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as  well  as  in  the  mountainous  territory.  The  tails  of  the  latter  are 
uncommonly  large,  refembling  thofe  of  the  flieep  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope.  Many  of  them  have  an  extraordinary  length  of  ear  ;  but  this 
obfcrvation  applies  ftill  more  particularly  to  the  goats^  an  ear  of  one 
of  which  I  had  the  curioiity  to  meafure,  and  found  it  to  be  nine  inches 
in  length.  The  cows  and  oxen  are  fmall,  and  of  a  reddiih  hue  : 
large  herds  of  them  are  driven  out  in  the  mornings^  to  browze  in 
the  plains,  and  in  thofe  parts  of  the  mountainous  territory,  where  a 
fcanty  fuperficies  of  foil,  fpread  over  the  rocks,  affords  a  feeble  hope 
of  pafturage. 

The  animal  food  of  the  Syrians  confifts  principally  of  mutton  and 
goat*s  fleih,  and  they  confume  but  a  very  fmall  proportion  of  beef, 
and  no  veal.  They  are,  indeed,  very  Iparing  in  their  ufe  of  flelh, 
chiefly  confining  themfelvcs  in  their  diet  to  the  vegetable  produc* 
tions  they  have  in  fuch  great  abundance,  and  of  fuch  excellent 
qualities. 

The  horfes  are  fmall,  but  fleet,  and  very  fure  footed.  In  their 
choice  of  them,  the  Turkilh  inhabitants  attach  themfelves  rather  to 
the  figure  and  Ihdwy  appearance  of  the  beafi:,  than  to  his  fleetnefs 
and  other  ufeful  qualities.  During  our  ftay  in  the  country,  a  good 
horfe  brought  from  four  to  five  hundred  piafbres,  that  is,  from  thirty 
to  nearly  forty  Englifh  pounds. 

The  mules  arc  very  numerous,  and  of  a  large  breed.  This  remark 
alfo  applies  to  the  afles  ;  and  the  latter  are  much  more  fwift  of  pace 
than  thofe  of  England. 

As  a  beafl  of  burden,  the  camel  has  a  remarkable  pre-eminence  in 
point  of  utility.     The  inhabitants  being  deflitute  of  carriages  for 
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the  conveyance  of  their  mcrchandife  from  place  to  place,  fiich 
vehicles  being  incompatible  with  theftatc  of  the  roads  and  country, 
liave  ncceffarlly  rccourfe  to  this  animal,  to.  perform  the  labours  to 
which  the  mule,  from  his  comparatively  diminutive  ftature,  cannot 
be  iubjedcd.  This  is  not  the  only  advantage  which  has  refulted  to 
the  Syrians,  from  the  pains  they  have  beftowed  in  the  propagation 
of  their  race  of  camels,  whofe  patient  endurance  of  fatigues  is  only 
to  be  equalled  by  the  parfimonious  fupport  which  their  nature  re* 
quires.  In  crofling  the  deferts,  or  in  performing  other  tedious  and 
laborious  joumies  where  water  cannot  be  procured,  they  pafi  fcveral 
days  in  fucceflion  without  allaying  their  thirft ;  and  make  a  hard 
and  fcanty  meal  on  tbe  (hrubs  and  bulhes  they  may  chance  to  en- 
counter on  their  way,  without  fubjefling  their  mafters  to  the  neccifity- 
of  loading  them,  in  addition  to  their  other  burdens,  with  provendct 
for  their  fupport.  A  fmaller  and  more  ilender  fpecies  of  the  camel, 
called  hedgln^  is  mounted  by  the  natives  and  otliers,  and  is  capable 
of  making  a  greater  progrefs,  on  a  long  journey,  than  a  horie.  It 
requires  fome  habit  to  be  reconciled  to  its  motion,  which  rs,  how- 
ever, not  fo  fatiguing  as  might  be  foppofed  from  the  appearance  of 
the  animal,  for  its  pace  being  by  long  and  regular  fteps,  the  rider 
feels  a  fenfation  fimilar  to  that  of  being  rocked  in  a  cradle.* 

The  Syrians  are  in  general  of  an  ordinary  ftature,  and  of  a  ipare 
thin  make,  but  very  adivc  and  alert.  Their  ipeed,  both  in  rcmning 
and  walking,  is  very  great ;  and  being  inured  as  well  to  privations 
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*  I  do  not  recolkA'to  have  fees,  either  in  Syria  or  m  Egypt,  more  dtax^  one  protu- 
berance on  the  back  of  the  camels,  whether  hedgins  gr  dromedariesj  which  appear  to 
be  only  a  more  ilender  and  fmaller  fpecies  of  tixe  cameL 
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as  to  fatigues,  they  are  capable  of  enduring  an  extreme  toil,  with  a  very 
fcanty  fupport,  for  a  confiderable  length  of  time.  In  this  particular 
they  have  a  great  refemblance  to  the  Indians  of  America.  Theif 
countenances  are  meagre  and  wan ;  and  their  complexion  fo  dark 
as,  in  a  variety  of  inftanecs,  to .  approach  ne^irly  to  black.  Theic 
hair  is  of  a  ihining  black,  and  it  is  worn  by  the  women  very  long» 
extending  even  to  the  waift.  They  drefa  and  decorate  it  in  a  very 
fanciful  manner,  fufpepding  &om  it,  and  round  the  head,  different 
9 oinsj  fuch  as  p^as,  iequins^  Hud  piaftres,.  large  bunchy  of  wjiich 
are  alA>  fufpended  frpm  the  ears*  On  th^  wriils  they  wear  braceleta 
of  coloured  glafs.  They  il^i^i  their  nails  of  an  orange  colour  with 
t^e  henna,  and  blacken  their  eyelids  with  a  powder,  of  which  I  have 
already  fpoken  in  the  details  I  have  given  relative  to  Tijfkcy. 

The  inhabitants  of  Syria  are  very  abilemiotis  in  their  diet,  which 
b  iimple  in  t^e  extr^ioe.  It  corifiils  chiefly  of  ialted  oUves^  cheefc 
of  a  poor  and  indigeftible  quality,  a  coarfe  bread  badly  baked,  and 
formed  into  flat  cakes,  and  rancid  butter,  or  perhaps  oil.  They 
rarely  indulge  thexnfelves  in  the  uie  of  animal  foo4 ;  but  on  thefe 
occafions  prepare  a  wholcfome,  and  to  many  a  palats^ble  difh  called 
pilaw^  by  ilewiQg  the  fielh  vvith  ri^e.  Notwithstanding  their 
common  beveragp  is  water,  a  ipiri^ous  compomxd,  called  raciey, 
made  from  the  fermented  huiks  and  ftalks  of  grapes,  di^iUed  with 
anifeeds,  is  imported  into  Syria  from  Turl^ey  and  Alia. 

During  our  fi^ay  at  Jaffa  we  Wi?rc  wpU  fupplied  with  fiih,  iuch  ^ 
muUete,  breams,  &e-  Our  batter  we  were  obliged  to  procure  fronx 
Jcrufalem :  it  was  made  without  ialt,  and  coft  nearly  eighteen  pence 
Englifh  per  pound.    In  every  part  of  the  country  there  is  an  abun- 
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dance  of  fowls ;  but  we  did  not  meet  with  cither  tame  ducks,  geeie, 
or  turkies,  with  the  exception  of  thoie  brought  from  Cyprus>  where 
they  are  bred  in  great  numbers. 

There  are  two  clafTes  of  Arabs  very  di^erent  from  each  other  in 
their  habits,  morals,  and  ftyle  of  living.  The  Fellah,  that  is  the 
farmer,  or  huibandman,  inhabits  the  villages,  or  the  detached  and 
ifolated  dwellings  in  the  plains,  under  the  fubjedion  of  a  Bey,  or, 
perhaps,  of  a  Mameluke,  or  cachef,  who,  having  been  originally  a 
ilave  to  one  of  the  Beys,  has  gained  the  confidence  of  his  mafter, 
and  received  not  only  his  freedom,  but  the  government  of  a  certain 
number  of  villages,  on  the  revenues  of  which  he  preys  without  con-^ 
troul.  In  the  cxcrcife  of  his  opprcffive  ads  he  is  aided  by  a  fubor- 
dinate  officer,  denominated  a  gindee. 

E^ch  of  the  newly  appointed  cachefs  has  no  fboncr  enriched  hm- 
fclf  by  the  contributions  levied  on  the  produce  of  the  wretched  Fcl* 
labs  fubje<fled  to  his  domination,  than  he  purchafes  fucb  of  the  eftates 
as  devolve  to  the  Bey  from  the  original  proprietors,  either  by  death 
or  forfeiture.  Cafes  of  the  latter  defeription  frequently  occur  froni 
the  cupidity  of  the  Bey,  who,-  being  aware  of  the  very  precarious 
tenure  by  which  he  holds  his  government^  feizes,  on  the  flighteft 
pretext,  upon  all  the  property  within  bis  reach,  and  has  been  fre-« 
quently  known,  in  the  courfe  of  a  fliort  and  defpotic  adminiftration^ 
to  bring  the  fame  eftate  repeatedly  to  fale.  Thus  arc  the  Fdlahs; 
^hile  they  plant  and  lbw>  in  ah  uncertain  ftate  whether  the  whole 
6fthe  expected  produce'  of  their  iiiduftry  is  to  be  fhatched  froni 
them,  by  their  oppreffor,  on  the  ground  of  confifcation,  or  whether 
they  are  ftill  to  be  allowed  the  fmall  portion  of  it  which  the  Ava* 
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nias  ^are,  and  to  be  maintained  in  the  quiet  poiTeilibn  of  the  terri- 
torial property  tranfroitted'to  them  by  their  anceflorsi  .  , 
To  this  clais  of  Arabs  the  artizans,  domcflics,  and  in  general  all 
tfaofe  who  conilitute  the  lower  ranks  of  ibciety^  in  the  towns  and 
•villages,  belong*          ' 

With  relation  both  to  morals  and  induiby^  the  Fellahs  have  un* 
queftionably  an  advantage  ovor  the  Bedouins,  or  wandering  tribes  of 
'  Arabs.     Being  ftationary,  and  acquiring  by  their  labour  and  induftry 
•the  little  which  is  requiiite  to  latisfy  their  wants,  they  have  not  been 
Simulated  to  the  predatory   purfuits   by  which   the  'latter  haw 
'  rendered  themfclves  formidable  and  obnoxious  to  focrety.     In  the 
midft  of  the  abjcd  ftate  in  which  they  live,  they  have  aa  fome  occa- 
sions evinced  that  they  are  not  deflitute  of  courage  and  energy,     in 
feveral  of  the  diftri^s,  more  eipecially  inthofe  of  Foua  ami  Demea- 
hour,  when  the  French  troops,  commanded  by  Generals  Defaix  and 
Beliard,  penetrated  into  Upper  Egypt  and  fome  parts  of  Syria,  the 
Fellahs  manifefted  a  fptrit  of  refinance  which  the  invaders  had  little 
rcafon  to  expeft.     In  the  relation  which  the  French  artift,  Denon, 

*  who  accompatlied  the  above  detachments,  has  publiflied^  the.  vigo* 
rous  rcfiftadce  made.^by  thefe  people  is  recorded,  but  not  with  all 

'  the  circumftances  by  which  the  tranfadions  were  accompanied*  ^  It 
is  certain,  that  a  detachment  of  eighty  French  was  put  to  death  in 
the  night*time  by  the  inhabitants  of  Foua,  led  by  a  fanatic  fheick ; 

•  and  that,  on  feveral  other  occaiions,  they  haraffed  and  annoyed  the 
republican  troops,  by  whom  they  were  at  length,  with  great  diffi- 
culty, brought  under  ful^^aioh. 

The  wandering  Atfabsy  <>r  Btrdouins,  who  form  the  other  clafe,  arc 
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'divided  into  tribes,  more  m  kfs  nomcroixa,  to  each  of  wtiieb  diflindl 
limits  are  affigned.    .The&  tribes  do  not  atways  lire  in  aiiH^  toge- 

^ther;  and  "wbcnewr,  in  o^nfeqncnoe  of  an  invafion  of  limitat  or 
ibme  other  canfe  of  difpute  amoog  themjelrvcs,  war  is  dcclare4» 
alliances  are  formed,  in  ivhich  the  policy  of  the  numbeis  to  be 

'tanged  on  isachifide  is  confuked.  The  iBcaker  tribes^  in  thefe  icafes, 
do  not  of  courie  rsc^St  to  iiflbcivte  dicm&Ives  with  the  more 
powerful.    The  worii:  part  of  their  warfare  confifts,  however,  in  the 

.  jtttadLslhey  make  on  trayelletf,  whel^r  yn  fmali  and  iiblated  parties,, 
or  in  the  large  .bodies  ibrmed  tor  protc^Sli^  ^nd  defeace  into  cara- 

'  vans.     The  Bedoukis  then  bcttray  alt  th^  ferocious  cruelty  of  their 

-  charader,  which  they  alio  manifeft  when  .they  make  incur&ons  inlK> 

'  the  villages  of  the  Arab  cultivators..  In  executing  their  predatotj 
pro^db,  they  have  even  dare4  to  penetrate  to  the  walk  of  Cairo* 
The  property  with  which  they  travel  oHifiils  of  holies,,  camels^  and 
iheep ;  and  to  feek  pafturage  for  theie  animals,  they  are  conftantly 
ihifting  their  ground,  in  the  deierts  where  they  have  taken  up  thdr 

.  lefidence.  A  cla&  of  tbem,  however^  more  iettled  than  th^  others, 
but  ftill  Bedouins,  inhabit  tents  en  the  borders  of  the  deierts,  fu)d 
there  cultivate  fuch  i^iotsias.are  £ivoufabfe  to  vegetation. 

The  fwifinefs  of  the  mares  on  which  th^  are  mounted  was  a  grcitt 

>  obftacle  to  the  progrefs  of  the  French,  on  their  penetrating  into 
Upper  £^pt  Whenever  they  felt  themfelves  in  fuffieient  foroe  to 
encounter  their  enemy,  the  Bedouins  attacked  with  an  entire  confi- 

•  dence  that,  in  cafe  of  a  defeat,  they  ihould  be  able  to  effe^  thqir 
efcape.  It  veas  on  this  account  that  the  French  had  recourie  to  the 
£brm^on  of  a  corps  mounted  on  dromcdariesj  which  I  have  already 


SYRIA,  AND  EGYPT,  a2i 

had  occafion  to  notice.  By  the  aid  c^  thefc  animals,  they  furprifed 
feveral  of  the  Bedouin  tribes  in  their  retreat ;  hut  not  without  incur- 
'i^g  great  rilks  in  penetrating  into  the  dcferts,  where  they  were 
repeatedly  expofed  to  periih  from  thirft,  the  fogitivc  Arabs  leading 
them  in  a  diredlion  contrary  to  that  of  the  watering  places,  with  the 
pofition  of  which  they  alone  were  acquainted. 

The  arms  of  the  Bedouins  coniift  of  a  muiket,  provided  with  a 
match-lock,  flung  round  the  arm,  a  iabre,  and  a  long  ipear,  which 
they  carry  in  the  hand.  The  latter  of  thefe  weapons  they  employ 
with  great  cffc&,  when  in  purfuit  of  an  enepiy.  Ndtwithftandiag 
they  are  themfelves  armed  with  muikets,  they  have  a  great  dread 
of  fire-arms,  and  abandon  the  field  to  their  adverfary,  as  ibon  as  a  few 
of  their  party  are  brought  down  by  the  balls.  They  cannot,  there^ 
fore,  be  deemed  formidable,  when  oppoied  to  troops  fubje^led  to  any 
degree  of  difcipline ;  and  are  only  fo  when  they  encounter  an  impre* 
pared  enemy,  or  one  greatly  inferior  in  force. 

The  Arabs  in  general,  whether  Bedouins  or  hufbs^ndmen,  ai^e 
expert  thieves,  and  are  diftihguifbed  alfo  by  their  confummate  hypo- 
criiy  and  treachery.  Many  of  the  Fellahs  have  been  converted  tp 
Chriftiantty,  and  have  engaged  themfelves  as  domeftics^  in  which 
capacity  th^  require  a  yery  flriA  government  to  enilire  any  diing 
like  obedience.  They  are*  however,  excellent  grooms,  beftowing  a 
particular  attention  on  the  horles  committed  to  their  charge.  They 
allow  them,  in  the  courie  of  the  day,  two  feeds  only  of  bsurl^*  and 
chopped  draw ;  and  in  fupplying  them  with  thefe  meals  in  the  morn- 
ing and  evening,  give  them  a  very  fcanty  allowance  of  water*    They 


222  TRAVELS  IN  ASIATIC  TURKEY, 

i 

have  certainly  good  reaibns  in  favour  of  this  (paring  regimen,  as  is 
attefted  by  the  healthineft  and  good  condition  of  the  Arab  horfes. 

•  The  villages  in  Syria  appear  to  be  well  peopled ;  but  it  is  impoA 
iible  to  form  any  correal  idea  of  the  general  population  of  the  coun« 
try,  in  confcquencc  of  the  migrations  of  its  inhabitants  from  place 
to  place,  and  of  the  great  proportion  of  them  who  refide  in  tents. 

Such  of  the  Fellahs  as  have  cultivated  their  lands  with  any  fuc- 
cefs,  are  as  careful  to  conceal  their  little  ftorc  of  riches,  as  they  were 
induftrious  in  its  acquiiition.  The  plea  of  poverty  to  which  they 
refort,  is  not,  however,  in  every  cafe,  equally  fuccefsful.  The  avari- 
cious Pacha,  either  perfbnally,  or  by  the  means  of  his  inftruments, 
keeps  a  watchful  eye  on  each  of  the  cultivators,  and  endeavours  to 
eftimate  his  means.  If  there  is  no  plaufible  colour  or  pretext  for 
the  entire  confifcation  of  the  property  of  an  individual  on  whom  the 
iufpicion  of  riches  has  fallen,  he  is  called  on  to  contribute  a  fum 
perhaps  very  difproportionate  to  his  means,  on  the  default  of  produc- 
ing which  not  only  his  property,  but  his  own  life,  and  thoie  of  his 
•relatives,  are  brought  into  danger.  Induftry  is  thus  difcouraged ; 
and  to  the  tyranny  cxercifed  over  the  wretched  cultivators  may  be 
attributed  the  neglcfted  ftatc  of  many  large  trafts  of  land,  whicH, 
under  a  better  form  of  government,  would  be  abundantly  produftive. 

The  wooden  plough  employed  here  for  agricultural  purposes,  is 
drawn  by  a  pair  of  fmall  oxen.     The  barley  and  wheat  are  (own  in 

•  January,  and  reaped  in  May.     In  different  parts  of  Syria  the  inha- 

•  bitants  purfue  different  modes  in  the  treatment  of  their  vines,  which 
in  (bme  places  they  prune  nearly  to  the  furfacc  of  the  earth,  depend- 
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ing  on  the  fpring  (hoots  for  the  autumnal  produce ;  while  m  others 
they  allow  thenx  to  attain  their  full  growth,  fupporting  their  branches 
with  props.  The  grapes,  when  ripe,  are  in  general  held  in  too  great 
an  eftcem,  as  a  part  of  the  nouriihment  of  the  inhabitants,  to  be 
converted  into  wine ;  but  this  is  not  invariably  the  cafe.  At  Jeru*^ 
ialem  and  Bethlehem  we  drank  fome  excellent  wine,  the  produce  of 
the  neighbouring  vineyards,  which  were  cultivated  with  much  labour 
and  induilry. 

I  ihall  add  a  few  words  of  general  obfervation  on  the  difeafes  of 
Syria,  with  which  I  ihall  clofe  the  prefent  digreiIion>  and  then  proi^ 
ceed  to  the  more  immediate  objeAs  of  this  narrative. 

The  Syrians  are  fubjedl  to  few  endemic  di&afes,  of  which  the 
pforophthalmy,  an  inveterate  complaint  of  the  eyes,  is  the  principal 
and  mofl:  common.  It  prevails  fo  generally,  that  in  the  town  of 
Jaffa  nearly  two  thirds  of  the  inhabitants  had,  from  its  efie^ls,  loft 
the  fight  either  of  one,  or  of  both  the  eyes;  infbmuch  that  the  num- 
bers of  blind  people  led  abpiat  were  truly  aflonifhing.  It  appears  ta 
me  that  the  rernotc  caufes  of  this  obflinate  difeafe,  the  effeds  ^o^ 
vwhich  are  fp  calamitous,  may  be  traced  to  a  bad  diet ;  an  expofure 
to  a  hot  air  from  the  white  and  burning  fands,  the  fine  particles  of 
•which  float .  almofl  perpetually  in  the  atmofphere ;  and,  laflly,  the 
iDonfined  huts  or  dwellings  in  which  the  inhabitants  refide*  In  fup^ 
fnt  of  |he  probability  of  the  £:cond  oC  theie  cauies>  it  has  been  rcf- 
jn^g^ke^^  that  during  the  ieafbn  when  the  figs. and  grapes. ripen,  that 
4s»  in  the  months,  of  May,  Junc^  and.  July,  when  the  mofl  intenic 
hetit  .prevails,  this  difeafc  is  mofl  common,  .and  is  accompanied  by 
^ix  uniiifiiAl  nMdignance.    With  rcfped  tx>  the  latter  cauie  which  has 
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been  aflumcd,  it  Ihould  be  remarked,  that  the  habitations  of  the 
poorer  claffes  of  Syrians,  to  whom  the  pforophthalmy  more  particularly 
attaches  itfclf,  are  formed  of  a  few  ftones  badly  cemented  together 
by  the  means  of  mud  or  dung,  and  which,  having  but  a  fmali  eleva- 
tion from  the  foil,  rather  refemblc  cells,  or  caverns,  for  the  abode  of 
anchorites,  than  dwellings  in  which  the  conveniences  of  focial  life 
arc  confulted.  Being  utterly  deftitute  of  chimnies,  or  other  openings 
to  carry  off  the  fmoke,  the  vapours  of  the  dried  camel's  dung,  which 
is  burned  for  fuel,  difperfe  thcmfclves  in  the  foul  atmofphere  by 
which  the  wretched  inmates  are  enveloped,  and,  among  other  bane- 
ful cfft&s,  cannot  fail  to  irritate  the  organ  of  viilon.  It  is  moft  pro- 
bably owing  to  the  fame  caufe  of  the  impure  air  which  they  infpirc 
in  tbe(e  miierable  hovels,  that  the  coantenances  of  the  Syrian  pea- 
iants  are  haggard,  (qualid,  and  without  that  animated  glow  which 
denotes  an  equable  circulation  of  the  blood,  and  a  (ret  paifage  through 
the  excretory  channels  of  the  fkin. 

The  other  difeaies  moft  prevalent  in  Syria  are  dyfentery,  cuta- 
neous eruptions,  fmall-pox,  putrid,  intermittent,  andVemittent  fevers, 
and,  lailly,  the  plague,  which  it  would  appear,  however,  is  generally 
brought  from  other  countries.  The  fmall-pox  is  frequently  very 
fatal  among  the  inhabitants,  who,  to  guard  againft  its  ravages,  have 
ibmetimes  rccourfe  to  inoculation.  In  thefe  cafes  it  is  their  pradice 
to  punAure  the  arm  with  a  iharp  inftrumeut,  iimilar  to  a  needle^ 
and  to  rub  on  the  pundured  part  the  variolous  matter  taken  from  a 
chofen  puftule.  This  mode  of  inoculation  is  confined  to  the  Chrif^ 
tian  Arabs,  who  are  pretty  fuceefiful  in  the  refult,  although  they 
have  no  recourfe  to  intemal  remedies.     The  malignant  fevers  genc» 


STRIA,  AND  EGYPT.  125 

rally  prevail  in  the  winter  feaibn,  and  during  the  months  of  Novem- 
ber and  December  1 800,  fwept  off  a  great  part  of  the  population  of 
Acre. 

The  treatment  of  difeafes  employed  by  the  Syrians  is  as  capricious 
and  immethodical  as  confined  within  narrow  limits.  They  {dace  a 
great  confidence  in  the  uie  of  the  lancet ;  but  to  this  they  have  re* 
courfe  in  the  fprin^  feafon  only  of  the  year. 

As  an  argument  of  the  ialutary  temperature  of  the  ak  c^Syria^ 
the  very  rare  occurrence  of  pulmonary  dticafes  ihould  be  adduced^  as 
well  as  the  numerous  inftances  of  longevity  among  the  inhabitants^ 
who  frequently  attain  the  age  of  an  hundred,  and,  in  ibmc  infiances^ 
of  an.  hundred  and  ten  years>  and  upwards.  Were  they  in  a  more 
civilized  ftate,  and  united  in  a  ibcial  compa^  under  a  good  govern^* 
ment,  they  would  become  very  numerous  and  powerful,  the  Syrian, 
women,  who  marry  very  young,  being  remarkably  prolific. 
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CHAPTER   XL 


THE    ARMY    OV    THB    GRAND    VIZIER — PRiKeiPAL    OPPICBR8— DIFPBRfiNV 

CASTS  OP  PEOPLE ARTIFICERS  AND  ATTENDANTS ^PRECARIOUS  STATE 

OF  GREATNESS  IN  THE  TURKISH  CfOVERNMENT: — STANDARDS DERVISES 

GROSS  SUPERSTITION  OP  TH£  fUUKS TRADITION  RELATIVE  TO  THE 

.      DOWXFALL  OF  THB  TURKISH  EMPIRE ORIGIN  AND  PRESENT  STATE  OP 

THE  JAt^ISSARIES THB  ARNAUTS LIGHT  CAVALRY VOLUNTEERS- 
RELIGIOUS  SECTARIES  WHO  FOLLOW  THE  ARMY PLUNDERERS MAME- 
LUKES  ^ARABIAN    CAMEL-DRIVERS THIEVISH     DISPOSITION     OP     THB 

•      ARABS— TARTARS GUARDS    OP    HONOUR GENERAL     CHARACTER     OP 

THE    TURKS PERSONAL    COURAGE -<- SUP  BR  STITION-^TBMPBRANCB—* 

ADDICTION  TO  COPFEB  AND  TOBACCO-— GAMES — PAY  AND  ALLOWANCE 
OP  THE  SOLDIERY — MISERABLE  STATE  OP  THB  MEDICAL  ART  AMONG 
THB  TURKS HORSEMANSHIP. 

TJREFIXED  to  the  preient  chapter  is  a  plan  or  furvey  of  the 
•^  Turkifli  encampment,  as  well  as  of  the  town  and  works  of 
Jaffa/ made  by  Mr.  George  Pink,  one  of  the  draughtfmen  attached 
to  the  Britifh  mifCon.  It  is  accompanied  by  a  fcale,  and  by  the 
necefTary  explanations,  among  which  will  be  found  the  diftribution 
of  the  different  clafles  of  military,  a  heterogeneous  and  difbrganized 
mafs  formed  from  a  variety  of  nations,  of  which  the  army  of  the 
Grand  Vizier  was  composed.  Having  been  taken  towards  the  clofe 
of  July  1 800,  a  few  weeks  after  our  arrival  at  Jaffa,  the  numbers  of 
effedive  troops  enumerated  in  the  above  plan  are  on  a  f ery  low  efti* 
mate,  when  compared  with  the  fubfcqucnt  ftate  of  the  Turkifh 
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forces^  augmented  by  the  new  levies  which  were  conftantly  pouring 
in.  In  giving  a  fummary  iketch  of  whatever  has  fallen  imder  my 
obfervation,  relative  to  the  army  of  the  Vizier,  and  to  the  Turkiih 
-troops  in  general,  I  beg  leave  to  dired  the  attention  of  my  reader  to 
the  plan^  which  will  enable  him  to  follow  my  ftatementa  with 
greater  precifion. 

*  The  principal  Turkiih  officers  who  ierved  in  the  Ottoman  camp, 
under  the  command  of  his  Highneis  the  Grand  Vizier^  were  «$ 
follows : 

The  Seraikier,  Mahomed  Pacha,  a  Pacha  of  three  tails* 

The  Charcagis,  Taher  Pacha,  a  Pacha  of  two  tails* 

The  Yenecheri  AgaiS,  or  Janiflary  Aga,  having  the  rank  of  a 
Pacha  of  two  tails,  and  the  chief  command  of  the  Janiilarie^ 

The  Jebigis  Bafhi,  or  commiiTary  of  ftores,  a  Pacha  of  one  tail. 

The  Topgis  Bafhi,  or  commandant  of  artillery. 

The  Arabahgis  Baihi,  or  fuperintendant  of  gun-carriages. 

The  Coombarahgis  Baflii,  or  commandant  of  bombardiers* 

The  Lakemgis  Balhi,  or  commandant  of  miners. 

The  Seymen  Baihi,  or  iecond  in  command  of  JaniilarieSt 

The  Cul  Caiyahii,  whofe  appointment  is  iimilar  to  that  of  our 
officers  iuperintending  preis  gangs. 

The  Cadi  Aiker,  or  military  judge  (occaiionally  attached  to  the 
Ottoman  army). 

The  Etchi  Baihi,  or  Cook  Baihi. 

The  Samfoongis  Baihi,  or  principal  dog-keeper. 

The  Zahergis  Baihi,  or  fecondaiy  dog-keeper. 
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befidef  thefe  there  were  nany  (Ahtrn  whom  it  would  be  fupcr^ 
£uous  to  mention,  and  among  them  leveral  whpfe  preijbnco  in  tl;^ 
camp  was  not  of  the  Icaft  utility.  Of  this  dcfcription  are  the  two 
perfonaget  who  ftand  the  lafl:  on  the  lift>  and  whofe  titles  would  not 
liave  been  enumerated,  had  it  not  been  for  tibc  ilnguWity  of  their 
appointments.  Originally,  a  certain  number  of  dogs  were,  in  a 
Turkifh  army,  attached  to  the  troops ;  but  this  pra<5lice  having  been 
long  difcontinued,  nothmg  now  remains  except  the  tank  and  eino* 
luments  of  the  office.  That  of  the  Tournahgis  Baihi,  or  bird^ 
keeper,  who  had  the  charge  of  thic  birds  forrheily  carried  with  the 
army,  is  now  become  obfolete. 

The  appointments  held  by  the  generality  o£  theie  officers  faffi- 
etently  explain  the  relative  importance  of  their  ftations.  There 
are,  however^  one  or  two  of  them  who  are  entitled  to  a  particular 
notice. 

The  Cadi  Aiker  is,  in  his  judicial  capadty,  inveftcd  with  an  olBce 
of  great  dignity  and  refponiibility  in  the  TurkiiOi  army.  He  is  the 
fupreme  judge  and  arbitrator  in  all  difputes  axid  legal  quedipos  which 
may  arife,  whether  of  a  civil  or  military  aatuxe.  It  i^  notwrth- 
ftanding,  to  be  prefumed,  that  under  fo  defpotic  an  adiAiniibtaation 
as  that  of  the  Turks,  more  efpeeially  wboe  the  military  is  concemedt 
his  awards  muft  be  fubjcA  to  a  great  degree  of  contronl.  A  deli- 
neation of  the  coihime  of  a  Cadi  Aiker,  or  military  judgCj  will  be 
found  in  Plate  X.  * 

The  Etchi  Baihi,  or  cook  of  tKe  corps  of  Jaai&ncs,  whatever  hi& 
title  may  appear  to  in^port^  has  a  diilingutfiifid  con&decatloa  ia  the 
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Turkilh  army;  and/ to  heighten  his  importance,  carries  about  him 
certain  marks  and  charaderiftic  diflindions,  which  render  his  apn 
pearance  highly  ludicrous.  He  is  clothed  in  a  large  habit  of  dark 
coloured  leather,  covered  over  with  devices  of  plated  metal^  which 
Tender  it  extremely  weighty,  inibmuch  that  on  ds^  of  ceremonyv 
when  he  is  decorated  with  all  the  inHgnia  of  his  office^  what  with 
the  preflure  of  this  habit,  or  tunic,  and  that  of  the  other  parts  of  his 
^ek,  i^ch,  being  oKo  covered  with  plates  of  metal,  are  equally 
cumbrous  and  oppreiHve,  he  requires  the  aid  of  two  peribna  to  aiiift 
him  in  walking.  It  is  from  this  officer,  who  is  bodi  feared  and 
fefpeded  by  his  corps,  that  the  JaniiTaries  receive  die  punilhment 
of  the  eimp[  de  baton.  Plate  XL  virill  convey  a  better  idea  of  the 
drefs  of  this  grotefque  peribnage  than  can  be  communicated  by  any 
written  deicription. 

In  a  Turkifti  army,  complexions  of  every  hue,  blacky  copper- 
^olour»  olive,  tawny,  yellow,  and  white,  are  to  be  found,  as  well  as 
the  different  cafb  of  features,  and  varieties  of  (faape  and  proportion^ 
T^hich  refult  from  fo  motley  a  compound  of  (b  mEaoy  different  na- 
tions indifcriminately  brought  together.  The  oomplexions  depeoA 
of  courie  on  the  varieties  of  the  climates  whence  the  difiercnt  corps 
have  been  recruited.  The  Africans  are  Uack^  with  the  cxcqition 
of  thoie  who  come  from  the  more  northern  parts  of  Africa,  and  wfaoi 
notwithftanding  they  have  on  the  bead  the  curled  woolly  hair  of 
pekoes,  are  of  a  tawny  complexion*  It  has  byipme  been  ailert«.d^ 
that  they  are  iprung  from  colonies  imported  into  the  countries  they 
inhatbit,  from  different  parts  of  Europe  and  Alia.     The  Egyptians, 
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fts  well  as  the  intiabitants  of  Ada,  Syria,  Diarbeker,  ice.  Ate  alio  dark 
Or  tawny.  •  Among  the  whites  may  be  comprehended^  not  only  the 
Europeans^  biit  the  inhabitants  e^  Natolfa,  Armenia^  Georgia,  and 
Tartary.  The  Georgians  arc  jnftly  celebrated  for  the  fineft  com- 
plexion and  moft  regular  features  any  where  to  be  found.  *  Many  of 
the  Bedouin  Arabs  differ  lb  much  from  their  countrymen  in  theif 
complexion,  as  td  be  nearly  black. 

So  confidcrable,  in  a  Turkife  army,  are  the  numbers  of  tradef^ 
people>  attendants,  domeftics,  and  followers  of  every  ^denomination^ 

^ 

that  when  it  is  computed  to  amount  to  twenty  thou&nd  men,  ncariy 
the  half  of  that  nun>ber  mud  h€  fubftraded,  to  form  aiieftimate  of 
its  real  and  efficient  force,  when  brought  into  the  fidd.  Each  of  thcf 
thiefs  and  pachas  is  conflantly  forrounded  by  a  rery  numerous  foite 
of  attendants,  who  keep  their  eyes  fteadily  fixed  on  him  to  catch  his* 
nod,  and  hafien  to  the  execution  of  his  imperious  mandates.  By 
the  numbers  of  his  followers,  who  thus  fwarm  about  him,  hfs  dig- 
nity and  refpeiftability  are  eftrmated.  Amidft  all  this  grandeur,  his 
fituation,  than  which  nothing  can  be  more  precarious,  ought  not  to 
excite  the  envy  or  jealoufy  of  thoft  who  zA  in  the  fubordinate  ranks; 
Should  he  have  fignahzed  himfelf  on  a  great  and  trying  occafion,  it 
too  frequently  happens  that  his  diftinguifhed  merit  points  him  out 
to  his  fuperiors  as  the  objeA  of  an  odious  perfecution.  His  viewi 
and  expedations  are  thus  baffled,  and  the  earlieft  occafion  fought  to 
accompliih  his  ruin,  and  to  gratify  a  hateful  fpirit  of^  revenge.  To 
cScA  this,  he  is  perhaps  ordered  to  execute  an  informountable  diffi- 
culty, in  the  accompliihment  of  which  having  necefiarily  failed;  he 
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is  dq>rived  of  his  employment,  degraded  from  his  rank,  robbed  of  his 
wealth,  and  in  the  midil  of  his  fufferings  may  efteem  him^f  happy 
that  his  life  has  been  fpared  by  his  lavage  persecutors.  The  maxioi 
which  the  Turks  have  embraced,  that  iucceis  gives  a  divine  fan^lion 
to  all  adions,  fopplies  them  with  an  ezcuie  £cx  the  commiificm  of 
the  blacked:  crimes. 

In  an  Ottoman  army,  the  multitude  of  ufelefs  people  to  whom  I 
have  jufl  alluded,  cannot  fail  to  be  attended  by  great  inconveniencest 
as  well  as  by  the  occaiional  diftreis  refulting  from  an  infufficicncy  of 
means.  While  fb  marked  an  attention  is  beftowed  on  an  oftenta- 
tious  parade,  which  might  be  permitted  elfewhere  to  the  luzuriouft 
inhabitant  of  the  eaft,  evety  eflential  arrangement  in  the  eftablifh* 
ment  of  depots,  magazines,  &c.  is  negledled,  infomuch,  that  the 
honrors  of  an  approaching  famine  have  frequently  manifefted  them- 
ielves  in  the  Turkifh  ranks,  as  we  can  tcflify  from  ocular  ob 
iervatJon« 

Each  of  the  Pachas  or  chiefs  has  his  refpedive  flandard,  vrhich  is 
very  large;  and  the  dervices,  or  religious  profeflbrs,  by  whom  the 
Turkish  army  is  accompanied,  have  alfo  their  iacred  banners,  the 
colour  of  which  is  ufually  green.  In  addition  to  this,  each  of  the 
imall  companies,  confiiling  of  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  privates^ 
belonging  to  the  corps  of  infantry,  carries  a  imall  flag  or  banderole.^ 
AnK>ng  the  Arnauts  thefe  little  flags  are  ftill  more  numerous.  The; 
neceflTary  inference  to  be  drawn  from  the  employment  of  fuch  a 
multiplicity  of  flandards,  banners,  and  flags,  is,  that  thoie  who  have 
th^  charge  of  them  muft  not  only  diminiih  in  a  coniiderable  degree,^ 
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in  the  field  of  battle,  the  dFeAiTe  force  which  would  otherwife  haw 
been  brotight  Into  aSoion,  but  muft  even  ihaekic  and  impede  the 
militaiy  c^rations.  How  miftaken  therefore  is  the  calculation  that, 
independently  of  the  idea»  of  grandeur  and  magnificence  which  the 
Turks  at^h  to  thefe  trivial  objefts,  they  have  the  eflfed  of  in([nring 
the  enemy  with  terror  and  difniay  ? 

A  Tarkifh  eamp  is  lighted  np  at  night  by  a  kind  of  large  Ian- 
terns,  formed  of  iroifc  hoops,  and  faftened  upon  fcmg  poles.  Several 
of  thcfe  frghts,  in  whicb  rags  impregnated  with  greaie,  oil,  or  at 
refinnus  fubftancc,  are  burned,  are  placed  in  the  front  of  the  tent  of 
each  of  the  t^cha&  In  the  difpoikion  of  the  centineb,  as  well  as 
in  the  diftribution  of  the  tents,  and,  in  general,  in  every  eflentiat 
Oirrangemept  ia  which  fecurity  ought  to  be  ftudied,  the  Turks  ate  fo 
extremely  negligent  and  inattentive,  as  to  be  conftantly  expoled  to 
a  forprifc,  more  particularly  in  the  night-time.  In  fuch  a  eale  the 
panic  and  alarm  produced  cannot  fail  to  throw  eveiy  part  of  the 
camp  into  the  utmoft  conftiiioii,  £nce  it  is  impoiSbk  to  raHy,  uaite» 
and  form  a  whole,  where  neither  order  nor  method  hi»  been  ftudied 
in  the  dtfbribution  of  the  parts.  There  is  nothing,  indeed,  to  ob» 
flru^  the  progrefs  of  an  enemy  who  £hoiild  attempt  to  penetrate  by 
flight,  with  cautious  and  wary  fteps,  into  the  camp,  and  who,  by 
cutting  the  cord^  of  the  tents^  would  be  eectaia  to  produce  a  fetal 
embarraffinent  among  the  troops  within.  Whether  the  flaughtee 
which  woulcl  enfue  &ould  be  more  or  lefs  terrible^  the  ukimate 
effed  of  the  abandonment  of  the  camp  woi^  be  the  &me ;  and  the 
equipage  and  artiHery  would  become  a  itire  prey  to-  the  aflkilanfes^ 
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.The  dreadful  rpailacrc  which  occurred  on  the  1 7th  of  September, 
I/GQj  aroie  from  the  unprepared  ftate  of  fourteen  thoufand  Turks 
HCtcamped,  and  the  very  feeble  reiiftance  they  were  in  confequence 
enabled  to  make,  Inftead  of  defending  themfelves,  the  greater  part 
-pf  them  crept  under  the  tents,  where  they  were  put  to  death  by  tfic 
bayonet,  without  imploring  tlie  mercy  of  their  vanquifliers.  During 
the  late  conteft  in  Egypt  an  equally  calamitous  ifcene  was  witndSed 
At  Aboukir,  where  many  thoufands  of  the  Turks  who  had  been 
f diited  in  their'  encampment,*  in  attempting  a  precipitat^  efcape, 
drowilied  themfelves  m  the  iea. 

The  Turks,  who  are  invc^ved  in  iuperftition,  carry  about  them, 

* 

in  the  camp  and  in  the  field,  as  well  as  in  every  other  iituation,  cer^ 
tain  talifmans,  cohiifting  chiefly  of  veries  of  the  Koran,  to  which 
they  attach  very  extraordinary  virtues,  regarding  them  as  a  iafe-^ 
guard  and  a  protcdlion  againil:  every  danger  by  which  they  may  be 
failed. 

They  beftow  an  implicit  faith  on  an  ancient  prophecy,  a  part  of 
^hich,  according  to  their  traditions,  was  found  engraven  on  the 
tomb  df  one  of  their  fantons,  and  which  is  pretty  nearly  to  this  efied: 
f^  That  the  Turkiih  empire  will  be  annihilated  by  the  Ruffians ;  that 
f^  the  firfl  battle  which  will  be  fought  between  the  two  contending 
t',  powers  will  be  loft  by  the  Ottomans,  on  the  banks  of  the  Niefler ; 

thfit  another  battle  will  afterwards  be  decided  againft  them  in  the 

»     • 

xxeighbourhood  of  Conftantinople  j  and  that  their  emperors  will  be 
compelled  to  refide  at  Damafcus,"   Should  they  therefore  be  over- 
cox&e>  in  a  future  contefl  with  this  power,  it  will  not  peihaps  be 

* 

owing  fo  much  to  the  imperfed  fiate  of  their  tadics,  to  their  bad 
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conduA  in  the  fields  6r  to  the  valour  of  their  enemy^  as  to  the  chi- 
merical and  fuperftitious  ideas  they  are  weak  enough  to  entertun. 

The  origin  of  fuch  an  extraordinary  military  body  as  that  of  the 
JaniflsuieB  bad  juiUy  excited  curioiity,  yet  it  will  be  found  nearly 
£milar  to  that  ei  other  eftabliihmeots.  Amurat  L  for  the  better 
prefervation  of  his  empire,  found  it  neceflaiy  to  eftabltih  a  formt* 
dable  and  well  diiciplined  militia,  a  part  of  which  was  deftined  lor 
the  defence  of  his  own  pCribn.  He  accordingly  o^le&ed  every  fifth 
youth  who  had  attained  the  age  of  fifteen  yean,  belonging  to  the 
Chriftian  inhabitants  of  Bulgaria,  Macedonia,  and  the  Greek  pro^ 
vmces,  which  were  thus  tendered  tributary  in  a  confideiable  portion 
of  their  rifing  peculation*  Thefe  children  were  carefiilly  inftmded 
in  the  Mahomedan  religion,  and  inured  fcnr  a  certain  number  of  year* 
to  laborious  esterciies,  by  the  huibandmen  to  whoie  care  they  were 
cntmfted.  They  were  afterwards  trained  to  the  ufe  of  arms ;  and^ 
tq  the  end  that  they  might  be  accuftomed  to  the  fpilling  of  blood> 
and  their  chat^dter  flafnped  with  a  iavage  ferocity,  they  w  ere  made 
to  czercife  their  weapons  on  the  bodies  of  prifoners  taken  in  battle^ 
or  on  thofe  of  condemned  eriminak.  They  were  ftyled  hadjem^ 
Qghr,  or  the  children  of  fbangers.  This  perfonal  tribute  to  which 
the  Chriftians  were  fubjeded  having  been  at  length  commuted  intd 
a  fine,  the  Jamflaries'  were  recruited  by  volunteers,  the  greater  pure 
of  whom  have  been  latterly  taken  fiom  the  loweft  clafTe^of  the 
people,  inibmuch  that  they  we  now  ki  a  very  degraded  fiate,  when 
compared  with  what  they  were  at  their  origirtal  eflabliftment.  From' 
the  words  j^eni-q/ker,  which,  in  the  Turkifh  language,  imply  new 
levies,  the  word  Jamfi&ry  is  derived.  ^       ' 
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Howerer  the  Jani^nesy  in  oonicqucnce  of  deviatibm  fiom  their: 
original  infiitatbn,  jwiy  hare  relaacd  from  the  difcipliac  which  in 
andeot  times  rendeved  them  fo  fbrmidaUe,  they  may  ftUl  be  ooti* 
fidered  as  the  moft  iekd  and  regular  of  the  Turkifh  troops.  They 
are^t  the  &me  tim$  better  aod  oMre  ufulbrmly  dreflod  and  equipped. 
They  carry  a  ihort  nfle«*barpel  mufket»  flung  aciofs  the  ihoulder^ 
without  a  bayonet.  The  fire  of  theie  muikets^  the  greater  part  <]i 
which  we  mamx&Aured  at  Damaicus,  cannot  be  very  briik,  as  they' 
require  a  confiderable  time  to  load.  The  other  arms  of  the  JaniKariea 
eonfift  oi  a  large  knife,  or  dagger,  ^ud  a  pair  of  piilols  faftened 
within  the  faih  which  furrounds  the  waift.  In  A>me  inftancfes  they 
cany  iabnes.  On  particular  occasions  they  wear  a  large  and  imgular 
cap  of  white  tdt,  with  a  long  flap  bcAiindy  ^an^g  eaielefily  down 
the  back,  and  in  the  front  a  brafs  tube,  in  whidi  th^  ipoon  is  in* 
toidcd  to  be  carried  for  the  pilaw,  fiach  as  is  wwn  by  the  Etchi 
Baflii,  Plate  XT.  Their  trowfers  being  much  narrower  dian  thoie 
wiom  by  the  Turks  in  general,  are  lefi  embarraffing  in  walking. 
During  the  fummer  their  legs  are  naked,  as  are  dib  their  arms  as 
high  as  the  ihouldcrs.  On  the  feet  they  wear  red  flippers,  and  aw 
•ccafiomdly  envck^ed  by  a  loofe  cloidc*  When  in  their  tents  they 
fit  and  lie  on  a  iinafl  Turkey  carpet,  or,  when  this  eamiot  he  pro^ 
Quicd,  on  a  flieep^fkiii*  On  a  march  lh(y  ^saty  theit  water  either 
in  a  tin  canteen,  <Hr  in  a  lea^m  bottle. 

The  total  amount  of  theie  corps  has  been  variooity  dftimated.  By 
fiime  it  has  be^n  earned  t^  moris  than  an  hundred  thoufimd  efietftiv^ 
men ;  while  others  have  fuppoied  it  not  to  exceed  forty  thoufand; 
Each  oddah,  or  regiment,  has  a  flag  or  Ij^n^ol  by  which  it  is  diftin* 
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gttiihed  from  the  othen.  Theic  iymbols  arc  in  ibme  infiances  cha- 
raAeriftic>  as  ia  the  cafe  of  the  thirty*ifiril  oddah,  or  rcpment,  where 
the  anchor  on  the  flag  denotes  that  this  regiment  b  dcroted  to  the 
ieryice  of  the  marine.  In  other  cafes  the  fymbok  are  fanciful,  re-* 
pfefenting  birdj^,  fifhes^  animals,  fabres,  6cc.  The  arms  alfi>  of  the 
provinces  from  whence  the  regiments  werc^  originally  recmited,  and* 
the  naines  of  which  they  bear,  are  reprefented  occafionally  on  thefc 
eolovirsf    The  flrength  of  each  oddah  depends  in  a  great  meafure  on 

its  celebrity. 

The  pneferyatiim  of  their  colours  in  battle  is  not  with  the  Janif^ 
iaries  fp  much  an  afiair  of  momentary  concern,  as  that  of  the  large 
copper  kettles,  two  in  number,  which  are  conflantly  placed  in  the 
front  of  the  tents  of  each  regiment,  and  which  are  accompanied  by 
a  ^Liinraer,  a  ladle,  and  a  kind  of  halbert«  They  have  two  fets  of 
thefe  cooking  utenfils,  to  guard  againil  any  accident  which  tnuy 
9ccur  i  ^nd  they  are  held  fo  facred  aq  to  be  a  certain  protedion  to 
thofe  who  feck  refuge  beneath  thepi.  When  both  fets  are  lofl,  the 
ferment  is  difbanded.  On  a  qiarch  thefe  kettles  are  carried  in  fiont 
9f  eaqh  refpedive  regiment 

In  Confbmtinople  the  Janiflartes  form  the  night  guards,  and  in 
parading  the  flreets  are  equipped  with  heavy  fUcks,  or  blu(^on& 
When,  in  time  of  war,  th^  are  ftationed  either  in  towns  or  in  campa, 
many  of  them  aflbciate  themfelves  with  the  tradefpeople  and  futtlera^ 
to  whom,  if  ChrifUans  more  efpecially,  they  are  a  proteSion,  and 
whofe  cufiom  they  are  certain  to  augment  by  their  infikience,  while 
they  fhare  their  profits* 

In  addition  to  the  ration  which  is  regularly  aUovrcd  them^  thejr 
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retetve  a  moderate  pay,  which  does  not  exceed  a  crown  per  months 
The  mode  of  the  monthly  diftribution  I  have  ipJready  deicribed« 

The  Yenicheri-AgaflB,  or  generaliffimo  of  thefe  troops,  is  a  perfon 
of  high  rank  and'  coniideration,  in  veiled  with  all  the  dignities  of  a 
Pacha  of  two  or  three  tails^  and  having  an  occafional  feat  in  the 
divan.  Among  •  the  other  officers  are  the  Choarbagisi  or  colonel^ 
and  the  BayraAar^  or  ftandard-bearer.  The  title  of  Seraikier  cor^ 
K^nds  with,  that  of  our  commander  in  chief  of  the  army^  and  is 
beftowed  on  a  Pacha  commanding  an  army,*  with  other  Pachas  who 
ad;  under  him«.  With  the  exception  of  the  Aga  and  Colc^iel,  the 
Turkifh  military  officers  in  general  are  deftitute  of  the  refpe<^bi!ity 
which  is  attached  to  European  officers  ei^oying  the  iame  rank^ 
Their  promotion  being  obtained  by  purchaie  and  i&vour,  rather  than 
by  nierit,  the  influence  of  an  individual  high  in  power  is  alone 
neceflary  to  raife  the  moft  ohfcurc  individual  in  the  iervice  to  the 
highefl  cbmmeand*. 

I  (hall  add  a  few  obiervations  on  fiich  of  the  Turkifh  militaiy 
corps  as  deferve  a  particular  notice,  and  then  proceed  to  the  narra- 
tive of  the  operations. of  the  Vizier*s  army.. 

The  troops  which  are  raifed  in  the  Morea,  in  Macedonia,  Bofiiia^ 
&c.  are  ftyled  Amauts>  and  have  already  been  very  frequently  cited 
hy  me  on  account  of  thdr  very  turbulent  and  indocile  qualities.  The 
corps  of  in&ntry  into*  which  they  are  formed  are  commanded  by 
officers  from  their  refpedtive  provinces,  which,  whenever  the  Turk^ 
we  ei^ged  in  a  war,,  are  drained  of  a  great  proportion  of  their  male 
population,  on  accoont  of  the  warlike  difjpofition  of  the  inhabitants^ 
who  ^retrained  cxdufively  to  the  uie  of  arms>  to  engage  themielvea 
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as  mercenaries  wherever  their  fervices  may  be  demaiidad.  Being 
inured  from  £heir  io&ncy  to  laborious  exerciies,  thejr  are  hardy  and* 
Tigorous;  and  the  purfuits  in  which  they  are  engaged  give  them  an  air 
of  &vage  fiercencfs  well  fuited  to  their  charaften  Among  their  otfiea 
unmoral  qualities,  they  are  expert  thieves.  When  they  are  engaged^ 
t  fum  of  money  is  given  to  a  Pacha,  or  fixne  other  chief,  to  enter- 
tain  a  certain  numbisr  of  them  for  a  given  time.  He  bcAovs  ott 
each  of  them  a  finall  monthly  pay,  in  addition  to  which  tliey  am 
fixppUed,  when  in  the  field,  by  the  TmJuih  government,  with  bii^ 
cult  and  rice.  A  Bin-haihi,  having  under  him  fevecal  officen  of 
inferior  tanks,  commands  a  corps  of  theie  troops,  a  tbou&nd  ifabng^ 
Notwitfaftandiqg  they  are  in  generd  formed  into  corps  of  infimtry; 
ieverai  thouiands  of  them  were  mounted  daiing  the  laft  campaign 
in  £gypt.  Their  dreis  has  ibme  rdEemhlanoe  to  the  tonic.  That 
of  the  fupcrior  officers  is  of  rich  velvet,  nicely  endvoidered  with 
^old.  They  wear  a  breaft-plate  of  filver^.  or  white  asstalj  :uA  in 
ibme  cafes  cover  the  legs  with  a  kit«d  of  armour,  putting  on  &nchls, 
to  imitate  in  their  dreis,  as  nearly  as  they  can^  the  Spartans,  from 
whom  they  fuppofe  them&lvet  ddcended,.  and  whoic  iicroe  and 
^MJ^tial  air  they  appear  to  have  retained.  The  head  is  flntved,  ex- 
cept on  thie  middle,  or  crown,  whence  a  tuft  of  hair  deibends,  and 
SiOifis  loo&iy  down  the  faack«  Over  the  head  is  a  red  ftuU-cap, 
iufhich  deicends  k>w  dowas  en  the  behead.  la  geneiBl  their  appean- 
ance  ioidlcates  that  they  are  very  uc^ignt  and  florvenly  in  their  pci> 
{ofm  On  a  kmg  mwxh^  and  afiber  a  cbniideiabfe  ahience  £rom  their 
komoks  they  txc  often  expo&d  to  the  greatcft  miSaj  and  di&efi,  ^ 
which  iftdeed  we  wete  oucfdvea^  on  feveral  occafions,  vdtsicllcx. 
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Amidik  the  tIccs  in  which  they  indolge^  that  of  gambling  is  carried 
to  fo  great  an  excels^  that  when  tbej  have  loft  at  cards  the  little 
money  diey  have  in  their  poffeffion,  they  frequently  ftake  their  fire- 
arms, and  cnty  other  defcription  of  property*  They  are  great  mt- 
raudersy  plundering  whatever  they  can  lay  their  hand»  on ;  and  ib 
unruly  and  intemperate  in  their  paffions,  which  dbcf  cannot  govern^ 
that  they  frequently  commit  aflaffinatiom  among  one  another.  Itiey 
ipesLk  a  language  peculiar  to  themfelyes^  faid  to  have  been  handed^ 
down  to  them  by  the  ancient  lUjrrians. 

Their  arms  confift  of  a  pair  of  piftols  worn  in  a  fait,  with  a  long 
bandjair  knife>  or  dagger^  and  a  muiket  with  a  long  barrel.  Their 
piftols  and  mnfkets  are  ufually  mounted  in  filver^  and  much  orna- 
mented. Thcf  an  without  knapfacks,  lor  which,  in  truths  they 
have  not  the  fmalleft  occafion.  The  mode  in  which  they  are  trained 
frcmi  thdr  youdi  renders  them  excellent  markfmen.  Plates  XII. 
tmd  XilL  contain  different  views  of  the  coftume  and  military  accou- 
trements  of  an  Amaut  foldier. 

In  the  Turkiih  cavalry,  as  well  as  in  the  fervice  of  the  infantry, 
the  icddier  protides  himfelf  with  the  arms  the  moft  agreeable  to  his 
fimcy.  Frequently,  however^  the  horiemen  carry  pikes  and  javdins 
of  di&rent  lengths,  of  which  the  ihcrter  ones  are  girted  on  and 
iecored  to  die  iaddk.  Some  of  thefe  weapons  are  fix  feet  or  more 
in  kngth,  with  an  iron  point,  or  ferrule,  nearly  a  foot  long,  to  the  ^ 

bottom  of  which  is  attached  a  taflel  made  of  feathers,  or  bain 
Having,  in  training  up  to  difcipline,  made  the  djerid  exercife  a  prin^ 
cipal  purfuit  and  chief  anHufement,  they  lance  the  javelin  with  great  '  - 

fiarce  and  dexterity.    They  Kke wife  carry  battle-axes,  and  maces,,  ot  - 
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clubs,  with  fabrcs,  and,  in  fonic  cafes,  earabmcs,  or  riflc-bafrcl 
kett.  It  feldom:  happens  that  bayonets  are  employed  by  the  Turkiih 
-fcldiery ;  but  among  the  cavalry,  two,  or  even  a-  greater  number  of 
piftols,  ornamented  with  a  filvcr  mounting,  arc  placed  within  the 
,fe(bi  or  girdle* 

There  are  two  indifpenfable  arttcks  with  which  a  Twkilh  horfe- 

man  pever  fails  to  provide  himielf^  namcly>  a  leathern  bottle,  or 

^perhaps  feveral,  filled  with  water^  afid  nachixig  from  the  faddlc  to 

beneath  the  belly  of  the  horic ;  and  bis  pipe^  which  ia  faftened  in 

.  front  to  the  pommel  of  the  faddk. 

The  number  of  the  cavalry  is  muth  greater  than  that  of  the  in^ 
iantryi  The  hories  on  Mchich  they  are  mounted  arc  of  a  greaJter  or 
.  leis  value  and  eftimation,  according  to  the  countrtea  from  whence 
they  have  been  procured.  In  the  management  of  them  their  rides 
are  very  adroit ;  and  mount  with  much  grace  and  agility*  As  b 
.the  cafe  with  all  the  Turki(h  and  Arab  horfemeni  their  ftirrups  are 
veryfliort. 

When  on  a  march,  the  cavalry  are  not  more  regular  and  orderly 
than  the  other  Turkifii  troops.  It  is  iaid  that  in  battle  they  do  tibt 
engage  en  majfe  fb  much  as  the  Janiflaries,  but  are  more  difperfed. 
It  is  however  certain,  that  on thefe occafions £ach  troop  orfquadron, 
whatever  may  be  its  ftrength,  keeps  together  .without  mixing  with 
the  other  troops.  In  mlhing  forward,  at  a  giyen  iignal^  to  .encounter 
the  enemy^  each  of  the  horfemen  exclaims  with  vehemence,  ailah! 
(dlah  1  invoking  the  aid  of  the  deity  to  the  enterprize. 

Among  the  troops  of  light  cavalry  tha  natives  of  Georgia  and 
Circaffia,  known  under  the  common  appellation  of  Leghis^  are  the 
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tnoft  coniptcuous.  They  arc  well  proportioned,  of  a  robuft  make,  and 
have  the  fine  features  and  complexions  for  which  the  above  pro- 
vinces arc  diftinguiflied.  The  ffcate  of  warfare  which  is  conftantly 
kept  up  between  them  and  the  Ruflian  troops  ilationed  on  their 
frontiers,  together  with  the  hoftilities  they  carry  on  among  them- 
felves  in  a  predatory  way,  and  which  are  favoured  by  the  mountain- 
ous tcrritcary  they  inhabit,  have  rendered  them  well  calculated  for  a 
military  life.  Except  that  the  head  is  not  fliaved,  and  that  they 
wear  a  (heep-ikin  cap  inftead  of  a  turban,  their  appearance  is  not 
unlike  that  of  the  Tartars. 

Under  the  defcription  of  volunteers  may  be  comprehended  the 
religious  fedaries  whofe  ezceis  of  entbufi^fm  urges  them  to  difpoie 
of  the  little  property  they  poflefs,  and  to  repair,  from  every  part  of 
the  Turki&  empire,  to  the  ftandard  of  thoir  prophet  Mahomed. 
But  o£  all  the  feds  the  moii:  numerous  is  the  fe&  of  plunderers,  who 
al£>  refbrt  ta  his  ftandard,  in  the  hope  of  acquiring  a  greater  booty 
than  they  ODuld  reafbnably  ezpeS  elfewhere. 

Buf  the  word  Mameluke  is  implied  a  native  of  a  dailant  region. 
Acco»iingly  the  Msjaieiukes,  who  made  fo  conspicuous  a  figure  in  hifr 
tocy  {otae  centuries  ago^  who  recoxtly  difttnguilhed  themfelves  m  the 
French  inrafion  of  Egypt,  and  whom  I  have  had  repeated  occafioos 
to  notice  in  faking  of  the  array  of  the  Grand  Visuer,  are  either  Geor- 
gian or  Qircaffian  flaves  brought  into  Egypt ;  with  the  exception^ 
however,  of  a  few  among  tliem,  whole  dsdrk  and  iairarthy  countenance 
annoiimces,  as  w:eil  as  >tk^  eaft  of  their  features,  that  they  are  of  Nu- 
bian ^ofigin*  It  is  fmceS^Lty  diat  every  individual  Mameluke  flaould 
hai^e  bojui  a  flaw,  to  amve  at  the  liigheft  dignities,  {uch  as  Bey,  /Sec. 
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The  climate  of  Egypt,  or  fome  other  caufe,  however,  is  extremely 
unfavourable  to  the  defcendants  of  the  Mamelukes.  They  are  gene- 
rally fhort  lived.  It  is  faid  that  thefe  can  never  be  permitted  to 
enjoy  the  elevated  fituations  among  the  Mamelukes.  The  children 
of  Europeans,  alfo,  who  are  fettled  in  the  country,  are  unhealthy, 
and  are  reared  with  the  greateft  difficulty. 

There  was  a  time  when  the  more  fuccefsful  and  more  enterpriiing^ 

•         

of  the  Mamelukes  rofe  to  the  higheft  dignities  in  Egypt,  from  the 
office  of  Bey  to  that  of  Sheick -el-belled,  or  fupreme  governor ;  but 
the  afcendency  they  had  acquired  in  that  country  has  been  latterly 
much  diminifhed.  The  numbers  of 'thoi(e  by  whom  the  army  of 
the  Grand  Vizier  was  augmented  were  comparatively  few,  but  they 
were  entitled  to  more  confidence  than  the  generality  of  the  troops* 
A  very  accurate  idea  of  their  coftume  is  conveyed  by  Plate  XIV. 

The  Arabian  camel-drivers,  who  are  not  fumifhed,  like  the  Turkilh 
foldiers,  with  tents  for  their  lodging  and  accommodation>  while  on 
the  march,  are'  reduced  to  the  necefiity  of  forming,  at  the  expiration 
of  each  day's  march,  a  ring  or  circle,  by  the  means  of  the  faddles 
and  other  furniture  of  their  camels,  near  to  whom  they  are  conftantly 
{Rationed  for  their  fafety  aftd  protedion.  Within  this  circle  they 
make  a  fire  with  the  dung  of  the  animals,  dried  roots,  withered 
ihmbs,  &c.  and  with  all  poffible  hilarity  hover  oyer  this  fire  in  the 
^evenings,  to  partake  of  fuch  amufements  as  their  leifure  may  fiiggeft. 
On  thefe  occafions  they  fing,  dance,  and  relate  ftories,  fome  of 
which  are  of  an  hour's  duration.  While  a  part  of  them  are  engaged 
in  dancing,  the  others  beat  time  to  them  by  clapping  their  hands^ 

When^  on  the  marches  we  had  occafion  to  make  in  Syria  and 
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Egypt,  their  camels  were  laden  with  our  baggage,  we  never  enter* 
tained  the  fmalleft  apprehenfion  refpefting  the  probity  of  thefe 
Arabs.  No  fboner,  however,  were  the  animals  eafed  of  their  bur- 
thens, than  their  drivers  coniidered  that  they  had  executed  their 
truft,  and  that  whatever  they  could  lay  their  hands  on  was  fair 
game.  This  propenfity  to  theft,  wfcich  is  common  to  the  Arabs  of 
every  defcription,  demanded  on  our  fide  the  utmoft  vigilance,  as 
well  during  our  marches  as  in  the  encampment,  where  the  nodur- 
nal  robberies  which  fo  frequently  occurred,  were  traced  to  the  fame 
fource  of  Arabian  rapacity. 

In  the  courfc  of  my  narrative  repeated  mention  has  been  made  of 
the  Tartars,  who  are  cntrufted  with  public  difpatches.  A  certain 
number  of  thefe  Tartars,  under  a  Khan,  or  chief  of  their  own  nation, 
were  conftantly  Rationed  with  the  army  of  the  Grand  Vizier,  to 
receive  his  Highnefs*s  commands,  and  to  proceed  on  the  different 
miffions  which  t|ie  public  bufincfs  might  require.  They  are  dif- 
patched  in  this  way,  not  only  from  the  armies,  but  from  the  capital, 
to  every  part  of  the  Ottoman  dominions,  and  are  as  quiet  and  well 
behaved,  as  they  are  remarkable  for  their  fidelity.  Inflcad  of  a  tur- 
ban, they  wear  a  yellow  calpack,  round  the  inferior  part  of  which 
is  a  broad  band  of  black  cloth.     They  are  a  flrong  and  hardy  race, 

■ 

capable  of  enduring  the  greatefl  fatigues,  and  perform  their  journies 
with  remarkable  celerity,  feldom  or  never  fleeping.  on  the  route. 
They  are  provided  with  a  firman^  or  order,  which  enables  them,  in 
the  towns  through  which  they  pafs,  to  make  requifitions  for  horfes, 
and  whatever  befides  may  be  nccefiTary  for  their  further  progrcfs ; 
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and  i;^Ith  tbeic  demands  the  goVemors^  xbagiibatcsy  end  oChers,  Mtt 
bound  ftridly  to  comply. 

The  Vizier  was^  as  well  as  feveral  o£  his  prindpal  officei^i  attended 
by  a  defctiption  of  goards  of  hobour^  ftyled  boilangisy  a  wor4  whidi 
in  its  liteml  fenfe,  implies  gardeners.  At  Con{baattnot>Ie  they  are^ 
Very  numerous,  and  form  the  fandy  guard  of  the  Sultan^  whofe  barge 
ii  eAtruCled  to  tfaei?  management  vvhenbver  there  is  a  ]pufaUc  proce(^ 
Hon  by  water.  Their  chief,  the  Bofta^i  Bftibi,  holds  ^n  ap^int- 
ment  of  great  truft^  being  tnvefted  not  only  with- the  civil  jurifdic- 
tlon  of  the  Seraglio,  but  alfo  with  that  of  the  villages  on  each  fide 
of  the  Bofphorus. 

I  (hall  cloie  tkefe  details  by  a  few  general  remack^  an  the  Turkv 
tnott  particularly  to  far  as  regards  their  military  diara^r. 

Thbt  the  Turks  poflefs  a  confiderable  (hare  of  perlbmd  courage  is 
beyond  a  ddubt :  st  ts  therefore  to  be  laoaented,  that  this  quality 
ihoidd  be  rendered  uiele&,  or  even  pterni^ousi  by  the  iuperftiti^i 
into  which  fhey  are  plunged,  as  well  bs  by  all  the  I'adical  vices  of 
their  government.  They  are  hardyi  temperate,  pM:ient  uader  afflio* 
tiotis,  ^nd  upright  in  their  dealings.  Having  been  accuftomed  from^ 
kti  early  age  to  ah  abftemioua  mode  of  Hviiig,  and  imired  to  hard«> 
ihipB,  thofe  of  the  inferior  olaCe^  are  vfdl  ^bukted  for  a  militer^ 
tife.  Their  csiiximaiy  diet  conitfts  of  a  frnaH  portion  of  bread  or 
bifcuit,  with  a  foaaty  allowance  of  cbeeie,  onions,  olives,  aiid  oil^ 
whenever  either  or  any  of  diefe  articles  can  be  pibciiirad.  It  oocWis 
bat  ftldom  that  they  can  gratify  thetnfelves  by  an  ikidulgence  in 
animal  food;  and  ia  iiich  cafes  they  ate  very  fond  of  a  pifa^^  ton- 
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fiflmg  of  a  (Irong  gravy  made  from  mutton,  fowls,  See.  in  which  a 
pro|>ortion  of  boiled  rice  is  ilcwed.     This  luxury,  however,  but  fel- 
dom  falls  to  the  lot  of  the  military  by  whom  the  Turkifh  ranks  arc 
filled,  and  who  have  xiecourfe  to  other  and  le&  coftly  gratifications, 
the  principal  of  which  are  coffee  and  tobacco.     The  former  they 
drink  in  as  ftrong  an  infufion  as  poffible ;  and  to  the  ufe  of  the  latter 
they  are  fo  much  addiftcd,  that  the  pipe  is  the  inieparabte  con^panion, 
of  many  of  the  wooien  even  among  the  lower  ranks  of  the  Turks* 
Wine  being  prohibited  by  the  Koran,  the  ufiial  beverage  of  every* 
clafs  of  MiaiTulmen  is  water;  but  whenever  they  can  prevail  on 
themielves  to  overcome  their  religious  icruples  fo  fxr  as  to  indulge 
in  the  ufe  of  wine  or  fpirits,  they  fwallow  them  fo  copioufly,  an4 
with  iucb  eagemefs,  that,  in  the  ttttozication  which  fcAlows,  they 
become  noiiy  and  riotous  ixt  the  extreme. 

The  game  of  cheii^  which  is  not  prohibited  like  ^asibling  with 
cardi  or  dice/ is  one  of  their  amufements  in  the  campf  as  well  as  in 
the  towns.  They  are  like  wife  very  fond  of  finging,  which  is^ene* 
rally  performed  in  a  barfly  and  difcordant  tone,  without  any  modu- 
lation of  the  voice* 

In  addition  to  his  ibanty  allowance  of  bread,  or  tuicuit  and  rice 
{and  of  barky  for  his  horfo,  if  belonging  to  the  cavalry),  the  Turkiih 
£>Uier  is  allowed  foMn  fwc  to  ten  aiper9#  that  is,  from  a  penny  t» 
two-pence  Engliibj  per  day.  With  this  wretched  ftipend  he  is 
obliged  to  iupply  himfolf  with  tobacco,  coffee,  onions,  oUves,  &a 
When  iick,  he  has  little  to  expcd  from  medical  .ikiU  or  attendance, 
juad  can  place  <as  fmaU  a  dependance  on  the  adminiflxation  of  the 
neceifiiiy  remedies,  wluch  are  very  rarely  fvqpplied  to  combat  b» 
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difeafe.  I  was  acquainted  with  four  furgeons  belonging  to  the  army 
of  the  Grand  Vizier,  three  of  whom  were  Italians,  whofc  praAice 
was  chiefly  confined  to  the  pachas  and  commatiders  of  the  different 
qorps.  They  fell  vidlims  to  their  profedional  duties.  The  fourth 
was  a  Turk,  whofe  fkill  in  medical  fciencc  correfponded  with  that- 
of  the  greater  part  of  his  countrymen  who  had  embraced  the  fame 
purfuit. 

As  well  in  camp  as  in  every  other  iituation,  the  Turk^  attend 
regularly  to  their  prayers  five  times  in  the  courfc  of  the  day,  at  fun- 
rife,  at  nine  in  the  morning,  at  noon,  at  four  in  the  afternoon,  or 
two  hours  before  fun*fet,  and  at  the  fetting  of  the  fun.  Before  each 
prayer  they  invariably  wafh  their  feet,  hands,  and  face,  and  having 
fpread  their  little  carpet  in  the  tent,  make  their  proflrations,  and  go 
through  their  devout  exercifcs.  After  their  fccond  prayer,  at  nine 
in  the  morning,  they  breakfafl ;  and  delay  their  dinner  until  the 
laft,  or  fun-fet  prayer  has  been  repeated.  Thefe  are  the  only  meals 
of  the  lower  claffes  of  the  Turks. 

The  Seis,  or  Arab  groom,  is  generally  preferred  by  the  Turks,  on 
account  of  his  fkill  and  addrefs  in  the  management  of  horfes.  A 
portrait  of  one  of  thefe  grooms  will  be  found  in  Plate  XV.  The 
Turks  themfclves  are,  however,  little  inferior  to  the  Arabs  in  this 
qualification,  and  pay  a  particular  attention  to  the  animals  entrufted 
to  their  care,  the  bodies  of  which  are  conflantly  covered  either  with 
a  thick  cloth  to  defend  them  from  the  weather  and  from  the  bites 
of  infeds,  or  with  the  faddle.  Whether  in  the  flable,  or  without 
door  at  picket,  the  horfes  of  the  Turkifh  cavalry  are  kept  clofcly 
.girthed,  and  fettered  or  tethered,  and  equipped  at  all  points  for  fcrvicc* 
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It  is  by  no  means  uncuftomary  to  fee  a  Turk  on  horfeback  ride 
full  fpeed  up  to  another  who  is  alfb  mounted^  and  having  difcharged 
his  piflol  in  the  air,  fuddenly  (lop  his  horfe.  He  does  this  as  a  very 
high  compliment,  and  to  evince  not  only  his  own  (kill  in  horfeman- 
(hip,  but  the  confidence  he  repofes  in  his  horfe,  over  whom  he  has  a 
perfeft  command.  This  mode  of  paying  a  compliment  is  certainly 
calculated  to  excite  a  confiderable  degree  of  alarm  and  apprehenfion 
in  a  ftranger  who  witnefllcs  it  for  the  firft  time,  and  it  may  be  at- 
tended  with  fome  danger  to  one  who  is  not  very.perfed  in  horfe- 
manfhip. 

Notwithftanding  the  precepts  of  their  exclufive  religion  have  ren- 
dered this  ns^tion  haughty  and  imperious,  many  of  the  Turks  of  a 
di(Hngui(hed  rank  difplay,  in  their  focial  intercourfe,  great  urbanity 
and  courtefy  of  manners. 
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CHAPTER   XIL 

J(ARKA.TIVB  RBSnfilBD-^^BDBAKlNG  U?    OF   THE   CAMP    AT   JAFFA— *MARCH 

OP    THB   ARMY NBW   BNCAMFMBNT-^ACCOUNT    OF   GBNBBAL   MOSXA- 

FHA,    ALIAS,   CAMPBELL SINGULAR  .FACT    RELATIVE    TO    THB    BLAGUB 

COMMUNICATED  BY  GENBRAL    MUSTAPHA SEVERAL    DEATHS    BY    THE 

-  PL AGUE-^—ROCK  WHEBE- SAMSON  WAS  SURPRISED  BY  THB  PHILISTINB8 
*^-Ei:R0N*-^ASHD0D-*-ASBiAx6lV-^RAliSAH    OF    GILBAD^^-FEEFARAtlOl^ 

FOR  MARCH— *ORDER  OF  THB  MARCH NBW  ENCAMPMENT  NEAB  BSDAX, 

OR    ESHTAOL — ABAB    VILLAGJ^S ASHDOD,    OR.  AZOT.US — PROGBBSS   OF 

*HB  ARMY COUNTRY  ROUND  ASCALON  DESCRIBED DEABTH  OF  COBW 

'  IN  tnffB  CAMP — MARCH  TOWARM  GAZA — -BNCAMPMBNT  NBAR  GAZA-^ 
▼IS^IT  TO  THAT  Pf«A€fi^— PO&GH  OF  WpiCH  SAMSON  CARRIED  AWAY  Tit^ 

GATES PLACE  OF  HIS  DEATH DBSCBIPTION    OF    THE  CITY  AND  SUB- 

UBBS  OF  GAZA — POET    OF    GAZA DELIGHTFUL    GABDENS ^ANTELOPES 

— -aUAILS — JACKALLS STRONG    DETACHMENTS   SENT   FBOM  THE    VI- 

ZIEr's  army  fob  the  purpose  of  ACTIVE  OPEBATIONS— SUCCESSFUL 
PBOGBESS  OF  THE  BRITISH  ABMY  IN  EGYPT— ^SCARCITY    OF    SPECIE   IN 

THE   OTTOMAN    ARMY— rMARCH    OF    THE    ABMY DIFFICULTIES  OF  THE 

MARCH ENCAMPMENT    AT    KAHNYOUNES FURTHER    MARCH    OF    THB 

OTTOMAN  ARMY ENTRANCE  INTO  AFRICA ENCAMPMENT  IN  THE  DE- 
SERT  ^I^IARCH  OVEB  tfTHE  DESERT ARBIVAL  AT  EL-ARISH ^REGULA- 
TIONS OF  THE  GRAND  VIZIER — ARRIVAL  OF  FRESH  TROOPS — DETACH- 
MENT SENT  OFF  TOWARDS  SALAHIEH SERIOUS  DISAGREEMENT  IN  THB 

TURKISH  CAMP— STORM  IN  THE  DESEBT ^DEFICIENCY  OF  PBOVENDER— 

KAMPSIN  WIND CASUAL  SUPPLY  INTERCEPTED    BY  BEDOUIN  ARABS— 

ABBIVAL  IN  CAMP  OF  A  FRENCH  DESBBTER LOSS  OF  CAMELS EMBAR- 
KATION OF  CIVIL  ARTIFICERS   FOR  TINBH ^MARCH    FROM    BL-ARISH^— 

CROSSING  THB  DESERT ENCAMPMENT  AT  BABBAHCAT — MARCH  ACROSS 

THE  DESEBT  TO  THEAH-r-BNCAMPMENT  THBBE MARCH  TO  BIB*DBNB-« 

DAB— OVERFLOWINGS    OF   THB   NILB--^BNCAMPMENT    AT   KANTARA 
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VABOH  INTO  SA.LAHIBH — CUBIOUS  HUTS  INHABITED  BT  ABAB8 — ^FLIGHT 
OF  THB  FBBNCH  FBOM  SALAHIEH— ^FOBTBBSS  OF  SALAHIBH— -DEBILITY 
OCCASIONED  BY  .THE  KAMPSIN  WIND INHABITANTS  OF  EGYPT- 
MARCH  TO  KORIN— VILLAGE  OF  KOBIN PRECIOUS  STONES EGYPTIAN 

PABTBIDGE8— FLOCKS    OF    DOVES— BELBEIS MODE    OF    GETTING    IN 

CORN  IN  EGYPT OPPBBfiSIVB    HEAT ^APPBABANCB    OF    THE   ENEMY 

TAHEB  PACHA  DETACHED  IN  PUBSUIT ACTION  BETWEEN  THB  FBBNCH 

AND  TAHEB    PACHA,    IN    WHICH   THB    FOBMEE  WERE    DEFEATED ILL 

STATE    OF    DISCIPLINE    IN    THB    TUBKISH     ABMY 8ACKABS — MABCH 

FBOM  BBLBBI8  TO  MBSHTOULB ENCAMPMENT    ON   THE   NILE— WATER 

OP    THB   NILE— THB   DELTA ^ABBIVAL    OF    6BNBBAL   HUTCHINSON    IN 

THK    vizier's    CAMP DISEASES    IN    THE    TUBKISH    CAMP MABCH    TO 

DAGONA GREAT  PYBAMIDS  OF  GIZA DISEASES  IN  THE  BBITJSH  ARMY 

MARCH  TO  SHELLACAN NEW    ENCAMPMENT  ON   THE  BANKS  OF  THE 

NILE ABMISTICE  AGBEBD  ON  WITH  THE  FBBNCH FOBT  8HOULKOU8KI 

AND    THE    PYBAMIDS   OF    GIZA    SURBEMDEBED — CONVENTION   AGBEBD 

UPON HELIOPOLIS CLOUDS    OF    DUST — BRITISH    TROOPS   TAKE    POS- 

SESSION  OF  CAIRO DESCRIPTION  OF  CAIRO CITADEL — GRAND  AaUE- 

DUCT BATHS — THE  MEKIAS,  OB  NILOMETER. 

t 

^XTHEN  I  interrupted  my  narrative  to  enter  on  the  preceding 
digreffions,  I  dated,  that  the  fteps  preparatory  to  the  inarch 
of  the  Turklih  army  had  bedi  taken  on  the  24  th  of  February,  At 
eight  in  the  morning  of  the  25th  this  event  was  announced  by  the 
found  of  the  trumpet^  the  i^gnsH  to  ibrike  tents ;  and  at  half  paft 
eleven  three  guns  having  been  fired  in  the  front  of  the  Vizier's  tent 
as  a  %nal  of  departure,  the  whole  of  the  Ottoman  troops  who  com- 
pofcd  his  Highnefs's  aarmy;  with  the  eKeption  of  thofc  who  had 
been  ftnt  off  on  the  preceding  days,  were  put  in  motion.  Their 
cfft&we  force  might,  on  a  near  <caIcuiation,  amount  to  about  twelve 
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l%aiaiaii4  men,  confifling  of  Topgi8>  car  caononiers,  Janiflarics,  Ar-- . 
nauts^  Mamelukes,  Dchlis,  Afiatics,  Tartars,  Mograbians,  Avarces^ 
and  Bedouin  Arabs.  His  Britannic  Majefty*s  military  miffion 
marched  with,  the  Giand  Vizieiri  Keis  ^f^di,.  and.  otb^r  ftpite 
officers.  This  movement,  v^hiob  was^  to  b«  coafideped  as  the  com- 
mencement of  the  aAive  operations  of  our  Ottoman  friends  and 
allies,  prefented  a  fcene  truly  novel  and  interefting.  Previoufly  to 
the  departure  of  tb^  t'TOQpa^  the  Gsai^d  Vbier  &nt  forvaid  a  pacha 
v^ith  one  of  his  tails,  which  vras  planted  on*  the  fpot  deftined  for  his 
Highnefs*s  own  particular  encampment,  and  that  of  the  ftate  officers* 
Within  the  cdmpafs  of  this  ipot  the  ground  of  encampment  for  the 
Britiih  military  miffion  was  invariably  to  be  included. 

We  reached  the  new  ground  of  encampment  at  a  little  before 
three  in  the  afternoon.  It  was  fituated  near  the  village  of  Yebna^ 
and  about  twelve  miles  diflant  firon^  Jaff^r  i]>  a  fine^  open  j^n  fur- 
rounded  by  hills,  and  covered  with  herbage  which  was  highly  ac- 
ceptable to  the  half  famiiked  cattle.  A  rivulet  formed  by  the  late 
rains  fupplied  us  with  exqeilent  water. 

Thj3  Vizier^s  tent  was  known .  extetioiiy  hf  t^vo  gilt  balls  placed 
on  the  extremities  of  the  tont  poles;  a&d  neav  to  it  was  difplayed  a 
large  white  flag,  having  oa  it  ah  inipf^iption  in.  Arabic  char»6lers. 
The  troops  pitched  their  tents  ^promiic«oufly,  roimd  thoie  of  theix' 
re^Aive  pachas  oir  chiefs^  whofe  pbib  iti  the  encampment  had  been 
naarked  out  by!  the  pacha,  ient  forward  with  the  Vizier's  tail.  The 
diiljes  of  thb  officer  are  vetyfimilax  to  tho^  of  our  quarter^mafter- 
go^ral.    On.  the  march^  the  bgunds  beiongiag  ta  th«  y^i^tr^  Kia  %cy, 


*ti&  {ii\>eM'o(^t  pt'indfiai  pidbas,  occafiohaify  ftrack  vp  a  maiitial 
ahr  of  m^!^.  T^  Topgis,  Vritii  thehr  iiltrlleiy,  wtoe  difltibiited, 
an4  tft^c^^  to  tbe  molft  d^nguifted  of  the  paidias  {  and  ik>  dr- 

•  •        •  •  >  -  . 

^oafilAiice  wte  <imitted  which  could  ^rc  aft  air  df  grandeur  to  tliis 

Ih  iht  eV«Ai«rg  Ga^ki  I9kip%>  of  Us  ^jelly's  flbop  df  snx  the 
t^'iitaegant,  H)fhi<A  i/ire  had  defcried  »  Ac  mbrmrtg  off  Jaffii,  pritff 
t&  ottr  leavtAg  the  old  ground  of  cncan)pinent>  reached  <in3r  new  fta- 
tion,  ^ith  dtfpatcAies  ftota  Admiral  Lord  K«ith,  atid  iSir  Ralph  Aber- 
crottibic,  to  the  Grand  Vkicr  tAid  Rcis  Effendi,  He  qtrittcd  us  xm 
ttve  following  day  ^ith  a  ^art  of  the  difpatchcs  tvith  tvhtch  he  wai 

charged  in  reply,  to  itpair  to  Jtafia,  atod  ^vait  there  till  the  enifiring 

•  •  • 

mormng  for  thofe  which  wdrb  Hdt  yet  in  TcadiAcife  to  be  forwarded. 
t^reviou!flyto.his  depattu^  frbm  the  encampmcht.  Captain  Skipfcf 
was,  by  lordct  of  his  Highncis  the  Viiifer,  invefted  with  a  pcUcc. 

A  tletachment  t>f  Albani^tis,  About  foe  hundred  fltong,  arrivtd  lA 
the  camp  on  the  20th ;  and  oh  the  enfoin'g  day  <3etieril  Niuftapha, 
alias -Campbeli,  readied  us  '^n^  difpatches  fipom  Sir  Sydn^  Sniith. 
'Hie  geiWcnd,  "#^6  -ii  foj  birth  a  ^otchihah,  bad  refiAed  upwaids  «€ 

•  ■ 

IHTty  ytafs  hi  Tutkiey,  'wfaeic  he  had  enltbraced  the  Mahoeoed^  ireli- 
gloA>  UnA  hkd,  by  gradual  ph>«bdtit>tts,  attainted  tite  rahk  of  Guimba'- 
ragi  Baihi,  or  general  of  bombardiers,  in  the  Turkifli  •eiSi^*  Alk 
IttipHiiifiOotffiAeilte'htitH^  t^n  itipoftd  ih  his  talents  and  €#6%, 
lie  wa$>  thliistasrljiaitit/entrtiftea  Mt^  iSit  KtipdHiiBendataee  »bd 
^oilftr^ibn  of"  lhe.thUita(7  y/MAu  k^  itSirkifli  t)aa^it,  ^eHd  «f 
^^0h,  fi^ed^VA  ^iSiiUtt  tin  4li«^d»>  itfe  ii^  Hi  eftilHidtice.  At  ^le 
taHat  bf  tiiiii  Tiflt  ko  Ihe  TuHki^  ci^  hi  Was  betwteh  fevdaty  and 
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eighty  years  of  age,  aud  appeared  to  be  ^ell  ixiformedy  and  to  hav» 
received  a  poliih^d  eduCatioQ.  He  had  been  repeatedly  attaijked  by 
the,  plag^Cj  relative  to  which  diieafe  he  communicated  to  mc  a  fin^ 
gular  faA  that  had  come  within  his  knowledge.  Ar  female  Circailian 
Have  of  great  beauty  was  attacked  by  the  plague,  and  funk  under  the 
complaint ;  while  her  mafterj^  who  had  ftill  condnued  an  intercourie 
with  her  during  her  illnefs^  efc^ped  the  infb&ion*  From  this  and 
other  iimilar  cafes  which  have  been  recited  to  me>  it  would  appear^ 
that  a  certain  iufceptibili^  is  neceflary  to  the  reception  of  the  di£^ 
eafe,  or,  in  other  vrotdsr  that  its  contagious  a^on  is  tefifted  by  a 
certain  fiate  and  condition  of  the  body»  Could  this  particular  ftate 
of  the  temperament  be  fo  well  afcertained  as  to  be  produced  by  the 
means  of  art,  the  contagion  might  be  cf&dually  refilled,  and  its 
deleterious  efieds  completely  prevented.  I  may  perhaps  be  thought 
too  fanguine  when  I  indulge  in  a  hope,,  that  this  difcovery,  fo  eflea^ 
tial  to  the  happineis  of  mankind,,  or  fbme  other  of  paramoiuit  effi.* 
cacy,  will  one  day  be  brought  to  lighL 

A  letter,  dated  at  El-Arifh,.  was  received  oatbe  28th  from  Captain 
Lacey,  by  which  it  appeared  that  the  plague  ilill  continued  to  rage 
in  the  encampment  at  that  place.  We  ilill  continued  healthy  ia 
our  camp.  Captain  Lac6y*s  fervant  fuffered  under  an  attack,  of 
ffialigpant  fever. 

the  iame  day  the  fix  hundred  Albanians  who  had  joined  the 
s  camp  on  die  20th,  quitted  it  abruptly,  and  direded  their 
TCUtc  towards  Acic.  This  defedion  was  fiippoftd  ta  have  been 
occalioned  by  the  want  of  mon^  and  proviiions  at  our  encampmenjL 

On  the  ift  of  March  an  Aah  was  fent  off  to  the;  Red  Sea  with 
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dirpatches  from  Colonel  Hollo  way.  Intelligence  was  recei\red  of 
the  death  of  HaiTan  Bey  Djadavi,  a  Mameluke  from  whofe  zeal  and 
oiterptiiing  fptrit  the  Grand  Vizier  and  Ottoman  minifters  had 
formied  the  higheil  expedlations.  He  was  deftined  to  command  the 
adyanced  body  of  the  Turkifh  army,  and  was  facceeded  in  this  ap- 
pcMntment  by  Taher  Pajcha,  an  Albanian.  Haflan  Bey  funk  under 
an  attack  of  plague. 

During  the  night  there  was  a  violent  gale,  accompanied  by  thun- 
der, lightning,  and  heavy  fhowers,  which  obliged  the  New  Adven- 
tu!re  tran^rt  once  more  to  quit  the  road  of  Jaffa,  and  feek  refuge 
at  Caiffii.  This  tempeftuous  weather  continued  for  feveral  fucceed* 
ing  days  without  interruption* 

On  the  3d  one  of  the  Vizier^s  favourite  attendants  was  attacked 

■ 

by  plague,  and  died  before  midnight.  The  caufe  of  contagion  was 
traced  to  a  pclice  which  had  belonged  to  an  individual  recently  cut 
off  by  this  difeafe,  having  been  given  him  to  wear» 

On  the  nioming  of  the  4th  an  account  was  brought  to  us  of  the 
death  of  artificer  Conway,  Captain  Lacey's  fervant,  at  £1- Arilh.  A 
letter  was  likewife  received  from  Jaffa,  with  the  particulars  of  the 
death  of  Mrs.  Comfort,  one  of  the  women  who  accompanied  the 
miffion,  and  who  expired  on  the  preceding  evening,  after  a  fhort  ill- 
nefs  of  thirty-fix. hours.  As  feveral  of  the  fymptoms  of  her  attack 
gave  rife  to  fiiTpicions  of  plague,  I  inftantly  tranfmitted  to  Ja&  the 
ncceffary  diredliotis^  for  the  feCurity  of  the  party  of  women  and  chil- 
dren  at  that  placjCi  recommending  the  uie  of  the  oily  fridions,  and 
the  other  means  I  have  already,  defcribed. 
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Intelligence  was  brou^t  to  U6  on  the  £tii,  that  the  {4agoe  had 
fflftdi  fuch  ravages  at^  Cairo  as  to  faaTie  obliged  the  eiiemy  to  abandon 
the  tovm,  and  pitch  their  tents  withoutfide  the  walk.  We  ieamod 
alio  that  thb  terrible  fcomgc  continued  to  rage  with  ^eat  violence 
at  El^AnGi,  where  a  Padia,  together  with  Several  of  the  Mauehikeip 
and  Eagto,  dragoman  to  Captain  Lacey,  had  been  nccently  attacked. 
In  confequence  of  the  fuppuration  of  the  peftilentiai  tumocs,  ibnae 
hope  of  the  latter  was  entertained. 

I  made  a  little  excurfion  on  the  morning  of  the  7tfa  to  Yebiia, 
fitioated  on  a  hill^  about  two  or  throe  mil^  to  the  £3uth«^eail  of  the 
eficamptnent.  It  is  conjedlur ed  that  the  rock  £tafn«  where  Saoaibli 
was  furprifed  by  the  Philiflines^  was  at  no  femote  diftdiice  from  this 
lloWn. 

On  the  8th  I  rode  to  the  funimit  of  a  lofty  kill,  fitoated  to  the 
iioith*eaft  of  die  camp,  whence  there  was  a  very  exteniive  and  pieaif- 
ing  view  of  Bamla,  diftamt  in  that  diredion  about  &vt  miles ;  and 
to  the  ibuth^eaft  a  £ne  view  of  the  plains  tovctci  with  rich  ^f- 
tnrage.  On  (flepLog  hills  of  an  eaiy  aicent,  by  which  th^  plains  were 
bocdered,  Yebna,  £^on,  Aflidod,  and  Alcalon,  all  of  them  places  of 
odebrity  in  the  records  of  the  facred  wndngs,  wetie  iti  fi^t.  Having 
now  reached  the  iaxid  o£  the  Phiiiftmes,  «vefy  fiiitouiiding  fpot  was 
tbe  foene  o£  intpteftii^  teonUe^om.  Rattila,  t^  ancient  Rattiah, 
was  the  abode  of  Samod ;  and  the  giant  Gbliath,  flaih  by  Da¥id,  waa 
ef  Gath,  ihuBted  to  the  oA  of  Aflichd.  In  the  vallejr  of  l£knm  -Ae 
dnUren  of  lihttl  aifil  the  men  of  Jodnh  took  ii|>  amis,,  and  pttriued 
the  Philiftines  to  the  gates  of  the  city.  WHea  Ottvtd'Wtt  pdfieeuted 
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by  Saul,  he  fled  to  Gath,  where,  as  well  as  with  Samuel  at  Ramah, 
be  found  fhelter  and  hoipitality. 

Intelligence  was  received  at  this  time  from  El-A'ri(h,  that  Ifmael 
Pacha,  the  commander  in  duef  of  the  encampment  there,  having 
been  atl»ckod  by  a  fudden  fit  of  vomiting,  had  been  carried  off  eithei 
hj  plague  or  poi/hfu  He  was^  at  an  advanced  period  of  life,  having 
attained  his  fixtieth  year,  wag  brave,  and  not  defti.tute  of  information. 
Be  laboured  under  a  iiifpicioa  of  being  difaffofled  to  the  Tuiicifh 
government,  on  which  account  he  had  fpent  a  coniiderable  time 
undef  the  moft  alarming  terrors^  and  apprehensions ;  inibmuch  that 
he  had  been  Icnown  to  ftiift  his  pofition  in  his  tent  feveral  times  in 
the  cou^ie  of  a  Angle  night,  from  a  dread  of  aiTaffination.  In  general 
Ae  plague  had  condderably  abated  of  its  violence  at  EL- Ariih. 

Colonel  HoUoway  had  recently  had  ievcFai  conferences  with  the 
Grand  Vizier,  with  a  view  to  recommend  to  his  Higbnefs,  and  in- 
deed to  urge  him  with  all  due  earneftne&,  to  advance  with  his  army 
towards  Grand  Cairo.  The  effed:  of  theie  folicitations  was,  that  on 
the  Qth  in  the  morning  the  Janiflaries,  together  wdth  ieveral  fmall 
detachments,  marched  forward.  On  the  fame  day  feveral  Tartars 
arrived  with  treaiure  and  other  fupplies  from  Conflantinople>  having 
paiifed  through  Acre  on  their  routed  From  this  circumftance  it  ap« 
peared  that  our  further  progrefi  would  not  be  long  delayed. 

A  corps  of  Dehlis,  amounting  to  about  four  hundred  and  fifty, 
arrived  at  tbe  encampment  on  the  loth  from  Acre.  They^  formed 
a  part  of  the  five  thousand  troops  promiied  by  Djezzar  Padia^  who 
now  manifold  his  iatefttion  to  o^operate  ifarenuoufly  with  the 
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.combined  Britiih  and  Turkifh  forces  againft  the  common  enemy. 
There  being  a  fcarcity  of  barley  in  the  camp,  the  tations  for  our 
horfes  wer^  diminifhed.  The  artitleiy  was  this  xlay  ient  forward, 
and  three  days  |>roviiions  iflued  to  the  army,  with  a  notice  to  be  in 
leadinefs  to  march  on  the  following  moming.  To  announce  the 
march  of  the  Vizier^s  army,  ieveral  Chaoufes  rode  throu^  £vety 
part  of  the  encampment,  proclaiming  at  intervals  that  at  fuch  an 
hour  the  JSadre  Azhim>  or  Grand  Vizier,  would  move  his  camp  to 
fiich  a  ipot. 

Owing  to  the  unfettled  ftate  of  the  weather,  and  the  bad  roads, 
which  preyented  the  guns  from  being  carried  forward,  the  artillery 
were,  on  the  1 1  th,  ordered  to  halt,  and  the  march  of  the  army  poft- 
poned  until  the  enfuing  day.  In  the  mean  time  the  Vizier  ^t 
advanced  detachments  to  repair  the  roads. 

On  the  12th,  at  fun- rife,  the  trampet  was  founded  as  a  notice  to 
march,  and  the  camels,  with  the  tents,  baggage,  and  camp  equipage, 
fent  forward.  The  order  of  the  march,  on  our  quitting  the  ground 
of  encampment  at  eleven  o'clock,  was  as  follows : .  The  troops  being 
Rationed  in  front,  were  followed  by  his  Highnefs*s  tartavan,  or 
Turkifh  palankin,  with  nine  led  hories,  the  Vizier,  being  furrounded 
by  his  guards,  mufic,  and  attendants.  Next  came  the  tartavan  of 
the  Kai  Bey,  and  feven  led  horfes,  with  his  Excellency,  guards,  muiic, 
and  attendants.  The  tartavan  of  the  Rcis  EfFcndi  followed,  together 
with  five  led  horfes,  his  Excellency,  guards,  and  attendants.  The 
Britifh  military  miffion  fucceeded ;  and  the  rear  was  brought  up  by 
the  tartavan  of  the  Tefterdar^  and  five  led  horfes,  with  his  Kzcel- 
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lency,  guards,  and  attendants.  The  military  treafures  are  invariaUy 
carried  with  the  Tefterdar. 

The  heavy  rains  which  fell  on  our  inarching  off  the  ground  in^ 
commoded  us  hot  a  little,  and  occafioned  many  diiafters  to  the  bag« 
gage  and  tents.  After  having  proceeded  about  twelve  miles/ in  the 
performance  of  which  the  rains  continued  with  little  interruption; 
we  reached,  at  five  in  the  afternoon,  a  fine  level  country,  which  had 
been  rendered  fwampy  by  the  long  continuance  of  wet  weather ; 
and  encanoiped  near  a  river,  having  over  it  a  reniarkably  wide  bridge. 
To  the  foxxth  of  us,  on  a  hill  diftant  about  three  miles,  was  fituated 
a  village  which  the  Arabs  call  Efdad,  probably  what  was  odled 
£flitaol  in  the  icriptural  writings.  During  the  whole  of  this  day*a 
march  we  ikirted  the  iandy  hillocks  near  the  Tea  fliore. 

We  were  informed  that  the  Vizier  would  halt  at  our  new  ground 
of  encampment  until  the  I4th,  to  give  time  to  the  camels  and  other 
animals,  worn  out  with  fatigue,  to  recover  themielves.  In  the  event 
this  proved  to  be  abiblutely  neceffary,  as  a  part  of  the  tents  and  bag- 
gage had  been  either  dropped  or  left  on  the  road,  and  did  not  reach 
the  ground  until  that  day.  In  the  mean  time  both  officers  and  men 
fufifered  confiderably  from  the  want  of  their  tents.  The  difficulties 
by  which  the  march  vras  attended  will  be  conceived  when  I  Iftate 
that  in  the  performance  of  it  no  lefs  than  two  hundred  and  ten 
camefa  periihed. 

On  the  isth  we  had  fufficicnt  leifure  to  look  about  us,  and  per- 
ceived that  fevcral  fmall  Arab  villages  were  fituated  on  the  neigh- 
Ixmniig  eminences.    They  were  inhabited  by  the  clafe  of  Fellahsr 
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f r  Amb  huftuidniei^  whom  i  have  atraadj  deicnhed^  and  ifvlio 
were  for  the  greater  part  Mahomedans.  They  bcougbt  to  the  catnp 
Mh  butter  of  an  exceUesit  quahty,  and  a  kind  of  checie  lahich  re- 
fejKibled  our  eream  chesfe  in  Ei^huid,  together  with,  egga^  milk, 
vegetables^  and  yovrt,  which  they  call  Labban.  The  fiedouitt  Arabs 
tendered  us.  aHb  far  hlo  kymack  of  a  good  quality. 

An  Asab  fhdck  arrived  <m .  the  above  day  fbom  Ssdabifih,  wttb  a 
quantity  of  fine  datcs^  andokbor  fiicfeotafor  the  Viaiet» 
.  The  c^AAels  having  beea  laden  on  die  li4th  at  dby-<fareak^  aad 
every  otber  preparation  made  for  our  dcpaitane^  we  quitted  thcr 
ground  at  eij^  o'clock.  The  xnorning  uras  uncommonly  pieafimt ; 
and  after  an  hour  %ent  vety  agreeably  on  tib»  mareh^  we  poflcd 
through  Efdac^.a  wmbched  viUage^  compefedof  k€cw  mndbuCs^  In 
pufiuiAg  our  route  through  a  ddi^tfiil  countay»  we  came  to  Aibdibd, 
ealled  hy  the  Gereeks  AsoCus,  and  uoder  that  name  menttoned  to.  the 
Ads  of  the  Apoftles,  a  town  of  great  aniiqiuityf  pm^vided  wtCh.  tvra 
ftoall  entrance  gates.  In  p^iiig  through  this  place  we  fiiw  &varal 
fragments  of  cohftmniu  <:apka]a»  cornices^  &c.  of  masbtc.  Towarda 
the  centre  is  a  haadfome  m»(que»  with  a  beautiful  BB^ttmt  B|i 
the  Arab  iidiabitax^  Afhdod  is^  entitled  Mcssdel.  Two  miks  to  the 
£mth^  oa  a  hill,  b  a  tuii^  having  in  ka  centre  a  iof^  column  flill 
llandiog  entire.  The  ddightful  verdure  of  the  furroondii^  plsdns, 
together  with  a  great  abundance  of  fine  old  olive-trees^  tendered  the 
icene  chaimingiy  pi^banefque.  In  the  vil&ges,  tobacco^  fisiits^  andve** 
getaUes,  aie  cultivated,  abmidandy  by  die  inhabitants ;  and  the  £ertife 
and  ntenfivc  plains,  yield  an  ample  produce  of  com    At  dusr  time 
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the  wheat  was  juft  coming  into  ear,  the  harveft  taking  pkce  ib  early 
as  towards  the  tatter  end  of  Apri]^  or  beginning  of  May* 

In  pro&cuting  our  mardi,  it  was  the  cuftom  to  halt  twice  in  the 
conrie  of  each  day,  when  a  fmall  but  convenient  tent  was  ptched 
fof  his  Hi^neis  the  Vizier.  On  the  firft  of  thele  halts  he  took  his 
dinner,  cofiee>  and  other  refrefliments.  I  negle6ted  to  obferve,  that 
on  the  firft  day*s  march  we  partook  of  fruits  and  coffee  with  his 
Higbneis«  He  occafionally  tode  on  horleback,  and  at  other  times 
in  bis  tartavan }  as  was  alfo  the  cafe  with  the  principal  officers  of 
fiats,  who,  as  well  as  their  chief,  avoided  (uljediing  them&lves  to 
any  confiderable  degree  of  toil.  The  cui]btxiaiy  rate  of  the  march 
was  about  three  miles  an  hour ;  and  agreeably  to  this  progrefs  the 
^ftaace  <yf  any  place  which  lay  before  us  was  Circulated  1^  the 
Turks,  who  i^tkon  not  by  leagues,  but  by  hours.  After  a  pleafant 
march  of  iixteen  miles,  we  reached,  at  five  o*clock>  the  ground  def^ 
tined  for  our  evening  s  halt,  and  encamped  near  a  river  which  iup^ 
plied  us  with  excellent  water,  and  which  was  provided  with  a  bridge 
of  ftone.  In  this  river  tradition  reports  that  Dirce,  the  divinity 
worihipped  at  Aicalon,  was,  in  bathing  herlelf,  metamorphofed  intd 
a  fifh.  Aicalon  was  diftant  from  us  about  three  miles,  in  the  direct 
-lion  of  the  fea-(hore.  The  Britiih  military  miffion  occupied  an ' 
eminence ;  and  in  the  valley  beneath  the  Turks  fixed  their  encamp*^ 
ment.  The  river,  after  taking  feveral  windings,  appeared  to  empty 
itfelf  into  a  valley  to  the  weftward,  towards  Afcalon«  From  the 
pofition  we  had  taken  up  we  had  a  commanding  view  of  the  ftur* 
rounding  country,  which  was  decorated  with  the  fineft  iceneiy.  Aa 
well  as  that  through  which  we  had  recently  paifed,  it  appeared  to  ui 
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like  an  earthly  paradi&,  when  oontrafted  with  the  bonen  and  iandy 

* 

hills  in  the  lacinity  of  JaflTa^  to  the  cheerlefi  afpeA  of  which  we  had 
been  accuftomed  for  nearly  nine  months.  The  camp  furrounded 
the  ruins  of  an  old  village^  called  Mouta^moud^  near  to  which  were 
icveral  groups  of  fig-trees,  whofe  appearance  announced  them  to  be 
nearly  as  old  as  the  ruinous  buildings  with  which  they  were  con- 
neAed.  The  fertile  plains  which  extended  themfelves  around  us  in 
CYtxy  diredion,  afforded  excellent  pafture  for  cattle,  and  had  received 
a  new  verdure  from  the  late  falb  of  rain,  by  which  the  growth  of 
the  com  had  been  alio  much  forwarded.  There  was  fo  great  a 
icarcity  of  this  eflential  objed  of  confumption  in  the  camp,  that  the 
Vizier  was  under  the  ncceility  of  altering  his  plan,  and  of  marching 
forward  to  Gaza  the  next  morning.  The  unfortunate  horfes»  who 
had  fufFered  fo  much  from  the  fatigues  of  the  preceding  marches^ 
were  left  without  barley,  and  were  almoft  in  as  deplorable  a  condi* 
tion  as  the  camels,  to  whom  the  wet  weather  had  been  extremely 
unfavourable.  The  latter  being  accuftomed  to  the  parching  heats 
of  the  deferts,  in  which  there  is  an  almoft  perpetual  drought,  llibiift 
there  under  circumftances  which  would  fubje^ft  other  animals  to 
periih  through  hunger  and  thirft.  The  climate  of  the  deferts,  for 
which  they  appear  to  have  been  formed,  may  therefore  be  confidcred 
as  natural  to  them;  but  they  cannot  endure  moifture,  however 
hardy  in  other  refpeds,  and  powerful  in  fupporting  the  burdens  with 
which  they  are  chiarged.  That  their  free  and  docile  nature  is  much 
abufed,  was  manifefted  on  the  route  to  Efdad,  the  fecond  day's  march, 
when  the  roads  were  rendered  almoft  impraAicable  by  the  torrents 
of  rain  which  poured  down,  and  when,  as  I  have  already  ftated^ 
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a  yiery  coofiderable  number  of  theie  laborious  and  uieful  Miimais 
perilhed.  .    . 

During  the  greater  part  of  the  night  the  Tui^  were  occupied  iis 
preparing  for  their  departure;  and  on  the  15th  at  day^break  the 
camels  "were  laden.  Before  we  quitted  the  ground,  I  availed  myielf 
of  the  little  leifure  which  was  afibrded  me  to  make  a  ihort  cxcurfion 
into  the  adjacent  country.  I  rode  to  the  iiimmit  of  a  lofty  hill, 
whence  I  faw  to  the  north^eaft^  at  the  diftance  of  a  mile  and  a  half 
from  the  camp,  a  populous  village,  the  *  xboicpie  of  which  wa9  pro* 
vided  with  a  minaret  of  confiderable  elevktibn.  The  jbuildiiigs  of 
Afcalon  wert  not  *  perccfrtiible ;  but '  the  olive-trees  by  which  it  was 
furrounded  clearly  announced  its  pofitton  near  to  the  fea*fide.  We 
were  told  by  ieveral  of  the  ii^bitants  who  came  to  the  capup,  that 
this  place  contained  a  great  Tariety  of  frag<nents  of  coluipns,  cor- 
nicest  and  other  architedural  ornaments  of  beautiful  marble,  which 
Djezzar  Pacha  had  attempted  to  remove  fome  years  before,  but  had 
been  prevented  by  the  inhabitants,  who  arc  excluiively  of  the  race 
of  Arabs,  and  who  manifefted,  by  their  obftinacy  on  this.occafion, 
the  ftubbornnefi  of  their  nation,  rather  than  the  value  they  attached 
to  thcfc  fine  veftiges  of  antiquity. 

The  troops  quitted  the  ground  at  half  paft  eight  o^clock,  and  a^er 
a  (hort  but  agreeable  march,  halted  within  three  miles  of  Gaza,  the 
place  where  we  were  next  to  encamp,  had  which  was  nine  miles 
diftant  from  the  ground  we  had  abandoned.  The  Turks  took  their 
<:uftomary  refrefhment ;  and  we  were  glad  to  follow  their  example 
.  during  the  ihort  interval  which  the  ^alt  afforded.  Our  pofition  was 
on  the  edge  of  a  very  fine  and  extenfive  plain,  adjacent  to  which 
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wcfe  &vend  groves  of  oliye^trecs.  We  w6re  there  met  by  Captain 
Lacey,  who  had  quitted  £1-Arilh  on  the  preceding  day,  and  was 
accompaniod  by  his  interpreter  Ragio,  now  in  a  ilate  of  recovery 
from  his  attack  of  the  plague  at  (jasa« 

In  purfiiing  our  raute  towanib  Qa»,  the  view  became  fiill'more 
interefting  and  agree^le,  the  gravies  of  olive!* trees  extexyiin^  from 
the  place  wherd  vne  had  halted  to  the  town,  in  the  fVont  of  which 
a  fine  avenue  of  thefe  trees  was  planted.  Gam  is  fituated  on  an 
emipenoe,  and  is  rendered,  pidureique  by  the  number  of  fine  mina« 
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rets  which  riie  majeftically.  above  the  buildings,  and  by  the  bcantiful 
date-4Tees  which  are  intedper&d.  At  half  paift  -  twelve  o-'clock  wc 
reached  the  ground  deftined  for  our  encampment,  the  Tturks  pitch* 
ing  their  tctkts  in  a  plain  to  the  eaflwardof  t^e  town«  at  the  diftance 
of  about  a  mile  fVom  which  we  took  out  fbtioti  on  a  commanding 
height.  In  approaching  Gaza  the  road  was  croaded  by  male  and 
fbmale  Arabs,  the  btter  of  whom  wekomed  his  Hi^ne&  the  Viaier 
and  the  other  Turkiih  chiefs,  by  a  moft  unharmonious  and  fcieech-* 
ing  noife.  The  troops  which  had  beea  fent  forward  ibme  Umc  be- 
lore,  were  drawn  up,  and  lined  the  road  fronx  the  town  to  hi^ 
Highnefs*s  tent. 

It  appeared  to  be  the  Intention  of  the  Vizier  to  oaake  ibmc  ftay 
on  the  prefent  ground  of  encam^ooent ;.  and  as  there  was  no  baiiey 
in  ftere  to  ifiue  to  the  camels,  bodes,  miiles»  and  afles^  thefe  animals, 
the  number  of  whom  was  now  cfttmated  at  ik>  lefs  than  fifty  thou^ 
(and,  were  turned  out  to  gra?e« 

The  hill  on  which  the  miffion  wiu^  eneampcd  intetfeffasd  feveral 
extenfive  plains^  thoibil  of  whach^  beuig  o£&  fvperiot  qiudbyiWOYdd 


hftTC  richty  repaid  tbe  mfaibitants  for  the  labour  of  ctddralion,  had 
tbey  befiowed  on  it  an  approprtate  attention.  They  appeared,  how* 
ever^  to  kare  been  detevred  from  doing  this  by  ibt  sccsat  vifit  paifd 
them  by  the  French  troops,  as:  weU  as  by  the  caqpcifted  artival  of  tbe. 
Turkiih  army,  wkofe  prdence  they  had  alomft  eifual  reafen  to  dmad. 
There  was  aceordingly  in  thefe  pdains  bat  littie  appeanmce  of  culti-' 
nation,  at  the  fame  dose  that  e:rety  advantage  ^ms  taken  of  the  juC^ 
tuiBge  they  afforded.  Over  their  fbrfaot-  numawis  flocks  of  ftieqp 
and  herd^  of  oxen  wcm  icattewd.  The  Udter,  like  thoie  we  met 
with  ia  every  part  of  Syria^  were  imail,  their  &se  not  eacceeding  that 
of  an  Aldemey  covt'^ 

So  great  was  the  fcarcity  of  barley  in  the  canip«  tkot,  being  under 
the  neceiity  of  prnmhafing  a  £ipply  fer  my  horfe^  I  paod^  ia  the  cur-^ 
xcnc^  of  the  counto^Tf  a  fiim  neady  eqiial  to  feten  fliillingB  En^iib 
for  a'meaTare  confeaining  about  a  gallon* 

Cfair  the  1  Mk  I  went  to  Gaga  to  fee  iUgio>  Captain  Lacey*si  intef^ 
preter,  and  viihed  the  cpsairttt  inhabiosd  by  the  Chn^dianB^  who  hafve/ 
as  well  as  every  other  religicyoB  fe^,  a  f^riiciiiar' ^s^i€t  a^gned  vo 
them  in  each  of  thd  plaoes  wfaeve  tb^  tsfide;;  On  eiitwing't1>e  town" 
to  the  eaftwavd/J  pkilbd.  tinrough^».ihtaH'^fleway>  near  to  which  it 
is  recorded  that  Sam/bn;  aeqotred  fo  metth  cilebfity  by  carrying  off 
the  gates  of  the:  city,  and  where, -havmg  a^rwatds  ikllen  into^thflr 
hands  of  his  enemiea  the.  l^iliftines,'  he  tbr^  dbwn>  a  buitding,  and 
buried  beneath  its  ruins  himielf  and  three 'thbnfalid  of  his  adirer&riesr 

Tbe  iiubui£B  of  Gaaa  are^  codspo&d  of  wrefobed  ntud  bots^;  but 
widiinfidc  thg:  town^  tjtiui>  buildings  make  a  much- better  appearance^ 
«han.cho&^  we:bad  in  gentral- nttt  with  in  Sy#ia.     Tbe  ihtets  are  of 
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a  moderate  breadth.  I  went  to  the  bazar  to'  puicbaie  a  few  nectfr 
ikry  articles^  but  found  it  very  indiffi:rentl;  fupplied.  Many  frag«*: 
ments  of  ftatuea,  columns^  '&c.  of  roarb}e  vffsrc  feen  in  the  walls  and 
buildings  in  different  parts  of  the  town. 

In  a  valley  lying  to  the  eail:  of  the  hill  on  which  Gaza  is  fituated 
I  aftervirarda  viiitcd  the  ruins  x>f  a  large  moique^  the  walls  of  which 
Were  of  b  remarkable. thicknef$«  Over  the  entrance  I  obiervcd  feve- 
ral  pieces  of  Turkic,  ioilptnre  on  freer ilone,  in  a  good  ftate  of  pre- 
ftrvation.  Within  the  building  fcveral  plain  marble  columna  lay 
diipcrfed  on  the  ground.  .  According  to  a  tradition  maintained  by 
the  inhabitants  of  Gaza^  they  had  been  conveyed  thither  by  a  San- 
giac  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft  century. '  To  the  eaft ward  of  the  town 
I  perceived,  alio  the  ruins  .of  fcveral  worka  which  had  been  blown  up. 
by  the  French  at  the  time  they  took  pofleffion  of  Gaza.  During 
their  (lay  there  I  was  informed  that  the  plague  fwept  off  five  hun«. 
dred  of  their  men.  Their  iru-oad  into^Syria  was  tnjieed  marked  by 
cjiiafters  of  almioft  every  defcription,  hot  leis  than  twelve  thoufand 
of  their  bed  troops  havings  according  to  authentic  accounts,  periihed 
either  by  the  fword,  by  di&ai^j  by  huf^r,  or  by^  fiitigue. 

When  at  Gam  I  paid  a  viiit  to  the  govcarnor,  by  iwhom  I  was  very 
politely  entertained.  He  was:  indiipoied^ .  as  was  likewife  his  £>n« 
lyho  laboured  under  cq^bthalmiay.a.difeaib  which!  obfcrxred  to  be 
very  prevalent  among.. the  inhabitants,  many  of  whom  were  led 
through  the  ftrcets  totally  blind.  : 

.  Thefuburbs  and  [envirpiv  of  Gas».  are  rendered  infinitely  agree** 
able  by  a  nupiber  of  largQ  gardens,  cultivate!  with  the  niceft  cans, 
which  lie  in  a  diredion  north  and  fouth  of  the  town ;  while  others 
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&tee  de&ription  mn  to  a  coixiidciable  diftance  weft  ward.  The 
awoOTOtts  plantations  of  olive  and  date-trees  which  are  inberfperfed, 
4:oatnbute  gt eady  to  die  pidtrrefque  'tSk&,  of  the  &ene  4^hibited  t^ 
the  furrounding  plains*  Thdfe,  on  wtr  amval>  weit  over fpttad  mitk 
4ow£ra»  the  vaiicgated  colours  of  which  di^lsyed  etisiy  tint  and 
every  lme»  Among  theie  wcm  the  ohtyfafrtiiemiim^  fcartet  nm»n<- 
€vlnh  lupin,  pbea&at  eye,  tulip,  cbitia  after,  dwarf  iris,  lentil,  datiQr, 
Ik.  all  of  them  growing  wild  and  abundantly,  wil^  the  exirep^oai 
of  the  lispbiy  wliich  was  cultivated  in  patdies  reg^ifvly  ploughed  m4 
ipwed,  with  a  view  to  cx^eA  the  ibeds,  which  the  inhabitatrts  em«^ 
ploy  9t  %hm  meals,'  more  c^iedally  to  thicken  their  ragouts.  The 
few  coin  fields  whidi  lay  at  a  diftance  difplayed  the  pronaife  df  a  tkli 
golden  harveft ;  and  the  view  of  the  fea,  diftant  about  a  league,  tended 
to  diveriify  ftili  more  the  animated  features  of  this  luxuriant  (bene. 

If  a  deficiency  could  be  urged,  not  of  the  bounties  which  nature 
l^d  beftowed,  but  arifing  firom  the  improrvidence  of  the  cultivatorsi 
k  was  that  of  the  graflfes,  which  ought  to  have  been  fown  from  time 
4q  tinae  to  render  the  pafturage  good  and  nouriihiog  for  the  cattle*' 
la  the  (late,  however,  in  which  we  ionnd  Che  plc^s  furrounding  thti 
<}m^apfmeot,  our  half  lamilhed  beafts  found  ibme  Iblace  and  re«« 
froflunent. 

From  the  eminence  on  wfaidh  we  had  taken  up  our  military  fta« 
tun,  we  idefcriod  in  the  arming  «  fail  ftnnding  off  and  on  the  coaft. 
The  wiftd  imog  xrontnty,  Ihe  was  ftiiM  infight^  in  nearly  the  fame 
fitMlMQ^  on  the  jftiomiiig  4£  the  17th.  We  entertained  a  likope  tftat 
ike  Wife  hsicn  with  isadey,  the  woftt  of  *whi<$h  w»  tittA  fdit  in  the 
catilp. 

M  M 
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Oa  the  1 8th  fevcral  veflels  hove  in  fight,  fteering  from  the  norths 
ward ;  and  a  meiTenger,  mounted  on  a  hedgin>  arrired  in  the  camp^ 
with  the  pleafing  intelligence  that  the  French  had  retired:,  from  Beb- 
beis,  after  having  blown  up  and  deftroyed  the  works. 
;  In  coniequence  of  a  report  circulated  in  the  evening  that  an  I^g- 
liih  frigate  had  jbeen  feen  off  £1- Ari(h,  it  was  reiolved'to  difpatch  an 
Englifh  officer  tq  th^t  place>  to  receive  any  information  with  whkk 
{he  might  be  charged  for  the  Grand  Vizier.     There  was  how  foix^z 

« 

;p.f ofpedt  of  a  fupply  of-  corn/  the  veffels  mentioned  above '  baving 
reached  the  port  of  Giaza  from  Jaffii/from  which  place  an  ample  pro* 
yifipn  of  bread  had  al£>  reached  the  camp  bj  land.  It  was  eiqpe^ed 
that  thefe  fupplies  would  enable  the  army  to  move  forward  Without 
)o&oftime. 

In  making  a  niorntng^s  excurfion'to.  the  fea^fhorc,  being  attraAed 
thither  by  the  number  of  veffels  which  had  Koven  in  fight,  and  for 
the '  arrival  of  which  we  fo  anxiouily  panted^  I  vifited  the  port  or 
landing- place  of  Gaza,  an  open  beach  highly  dangerous  to  boats 
attempting  to  land,  more  eipecially  with  cargoes,  the  great  fiirf 
which  conflantly  beats  on  the  ihore  expofing  them  at  every  inftant 
to  the.  rifk  of  fwamping.  Several  fmall  veffels,  laden  with  com  and 
provifions  for  the  Turkifh  army,  were  lying  off  at  anchor>  and  {endu- 
ing on  ihore  thele  fupplies  in  their  boats. 

My  excuriidn  led  me  through  the '  deKghtful  gardens  of  Gazai^ 
which  are  very  eitenfive.  They  are  filled  with  a  great  variety  of 
choice  fruit-trees^  fuch  as  .the  fig,  the  mulberxy,  the  pomegranate, 
the  apricot,  the  peach,  and  the  almond,  together  virith  a  few  lemon 
and  orange-trees.    There  are  alfo  large  fpots  fet  afide  for  the  culti« 
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Yation  of  tobacco ;  and  it  being  the  ieafon  for  the  removal  of  the 
plants,  the  inhabitants  were  bufied  in  placing  them  in  regular  rows. 
The  enclofutes  for  the  cultivation  of  this  plant  were  fenced  in  with 
the  prickly  pear-tree.  The  Pharaoh  fig-tree,  a  fpecies  of  fycamore, 
the  £ruit  of  which  the  inhabitants  eat  when  ripe,  was  alfo  cultivated. 

Within  two  miles  of  Gaza  I  pafled  through  a  village,  in  which 
the  cottages  were  a  fuperior  kind  of  mud  huts,  conftruded  of  mud 
bricks  baked  in  the  fun,  with  a  roof  compofed  of  the  trunks  of  large 
trees,  covered  with  a  thick  layer  of  mud,  which  ferves  for  a  garden. 
The  common  mallow,  a  vegetable  which  the  inhabitants  eat  when 
boiled,  and  of  which  they  are  very  fond,  grew  abundantly  on  thefe. 
earth-clad  roofs,  the  verdant  furface  of  which  would  have  prevented 
me  from  recognizing  the  village  until  I  came  clofe  to  it,  had  it  not> 
been  for  the  minaret  of  the  mofque,  a  certain  indication  of  the  exig- 
ence of  buildings  on  the  fpot-     On  my  return  in  the  afternoon  I  was 
told  that  a  herd  of  antelopes  were  grazing  on  a  hill  adjacent  to  the^ 
encampment.   Having  engaged  a  party,  we  rode  out  with  our  guns ;, 
but  the  extraordinary  fleetnefs  of  thefc  animals  foon  eluded  our  pur-, 
fuit.*    We  faw  large  flocks  of  quails,  which  are  very  abundant  in 
this  part  of  Syria,  as  are  alio  the  jackals,  by  whofe  lamentable  howlr* 
ings  we  were  slightly  iniefted  in  the  camp.     Probably  thefe  were  the. 
animals  ^hich  Samfon  made  ufc  of  to  deftroy  the  harvefts  of  the. 
Philiflines.  .  .'.''!. 

The  neceflary  arrangenaeiits  .were  made  on  the  IQth  for  the  fu- 
ture progre^:and  adiiec /operations  of  the  Ottoman  .army,  with  a' 
Tiew  :to.  whridi  Mahomed  Pacba.  was  .appointed  Serafkicr,  or  com- 
mander 06  the  troops  under  the  Vizier;,  and  Taher  Pacha  nomi«atcd 

M  M  2 
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On  the  1 8ti)  fevcral  vefleU  hove  in  fight,  ftccring  from  the  north>>- 
.waid ;  and  a  mefTcriger,  mounted  on  a  hedgui>  arrircd  in  the  camfv 
.-with  the  pleafing  intelligence  that  the  French  had  retired  from  Bet'- 
,bei2,  after  having  blown  up  and  deflroyed  the  works. 
;  In  confequence  of  a  report  circulated  in  the  evemng  that  an  £ng- 
lifli  frigate  had  jbeen  feen  off  £1-Arilh,  it  was  rciblved  to  difpatch  an 
Englifh  officer  to  th^t  place,  to  receive  any  information  with  which 
flie  might  be  charged  for  the  Grand  Vizier.  There  was  now  ibmc 
^rofpeft  of  a  fupply  of  com,  the  veflcls  mentioned  above '  having 
reached  the  port  of  Gaza' from  Jaffit,'£rom  which  (ilace  an  amfple  pro- 
yiiwn  of  bread  had  alfo  reached  the  camp  by  land.  It  was  exDcded 
that  thefe  fupplies  would  enable  the 
lofs  of  time. 

In  making  a  nlornmg's  excurfion' 
thither  by  the  number  of  velTels  wt 
the  arrival  of  which  we  fo  anxioui 
landing-place  of  Gaza,  an  open  be 
attempting  to  land,  more  efpeciall; 
which  conftantly  beats  on  the  fliore 
to  the  rilk.  of  fwamping.  Several  fr 
provifions  for  the  Turkifli  army,  wcr 
ing  on  Oiore  theie  fupplies  in  their  be 
My  excurfidn  led  me  through  tl 
which  are  very  cttcnfive.  Th^  ai 
choice  fruit-trees,  fucb  as  the  fig,  1 
the  apricot,  the  peach,  and  the  almo 
and  orange-trees.    There  are  alfo  la 
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YatLon  of  tobacco;  and  it  being  the  feafon  for  the  removal  of  the 
plants,  the  inhabitants  were  bufied  in  placing  them  in  regular  rows. 
The  cndofufes  for  the  cultivation  of  this  plant  were  fenced  in  wjih 
the  prickly  pear-tree.     The  Pharaoh  fig-tree,  a  fpccics  of  fycuncrT, 
the  &uit  of  which  the  inhabitants  eat  when  ripe,  was  alio  caltirz:zL 
Within  two  miles  of  Gaza  I  paiTed  through  a  village,  m  »i:^ 
the  cottages  were  a  fuperior  kind  of  mud  huts,  con&iudcc  a:  nu:^ 
bricks  baked  in  the  fun,  with  a  roof  compofcd  of  the  tnz^  ai-s^: 
trees,  covered  with  a  thick  layer  of  mud,  wbidi  farrs  iir  1  g^:^^ 
The  comnnon  mallow,  a  vegetable  which  the  inh^^^'-'T**^  =z:  *  — 
boiled,  and  of  which  they  are  very  fond,  grew  abcnasc:.    s  r:^' 
earth-clad  roofs,  the  verdant  furface  of  which  «xcJi  mc  zrv-i^ 
me  from  recognizing  the  village  until  I  caoK  d:i£  ti  -   ~ 
been  for  the  minaret  of  the  moique,  a  ccrtau  irri'-^'"^  -  •" 
ence  of  buildings  on  the  fpot.     On  my  rezn:  it  re  ;:=■■"-  ■      * 
told  that  a  herd  of  antelopes  were  grazn^  ac  -  i-  -' 
aicampment.   Having  engaged  a  partr.  »r  r_z;  =-  - 
but  the  extraordinary  fieetnefs  of  tbe£  gr-^ 
fuitj    We  faw  large,  flocks  of  tp^k.  wt-- 
this  part  of  Syria,  as  are  alio  the  ia^x:  ~~ ' 
ings  we  were  nightly  inieflcd  i 
animals  which  Samfon  inade  i 
Philiilincs.  .  . 

The  necefiary  arrat 
tiim.}ymt^:and  adOr  • 
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tQ  l}he  command  o£  an  adnrancdd  bod jof  mounted  Anxauts.  Csptainr 
Lacey>  with  a  finall  detaclualent:  of  the  ro^  aEtUkr^  and;  coyaL  miii*' 
tary  actificers,  vas.  ordered  to  accompany  Mahomed  Pacha.;  and 
Captsun  Leake^  of  the  coyal  artillery^  alfO'  aft  the  head  of  a  imall  de- 
tachment, was  to  accampanyv  Tahec  Pacha.  The&  offitrees,  batk 
Biitiih  and  TuriuAi,  vare  fiiim^ied  wkh  in&cu^ioiis,  oopies*  of 
Vfhich  were  te^dively  exchanged  betweea  the  Grand  Vizunr  and 
Colonel  UoUoway.  Previoufly  to  his  departum  with  Taker  Fukaiy 
Captain  Leake  was  iuTcited  with  a  pelice  by  oxder  of  the  Vizier. 

A  corpe  of  about  fi)ttr  hundred  and  A{ty  oavaby,  fcnt  fay  Djezzat 
Fachai.  arrived  in  the  encampment  at  this. time.  The  Grand  YLtier 
detached  two.  thou&nd  of  his  troops^  t<MwardB'  EUArifti,  for  whicfe 
dfeflnnation  Taher  Pacha  was  ta  &t  ou£  in>  the  coixrie  of  a  day  or  twok. 

A  dlfcharge  of  cannon  wa&  made  oni  die  njoraiog>  of  the  2Qth,.  on. 
the  occafion  of  the  appointmcsitrof  Mahoneied  Ricba  to  the  pofl  and 
dignity  of  Seraikier.  This  event  was,  alio  proclaimed .  to  every  part 
of  the  Turkiih  army.  The  Vizier  fhifted  his  tsnt  to  the  cesitre  of 
the  qncampmeots. 

Further  acc^imts  wese  on.  the  2  til  brought  to  the  camp,  to  cor^ 
robcrate'  the  reports  refpedihg  the  tanding  and  faccefsful  progreis  ofi 
titt  Biittfh  troops  ia  £gypti     On.  the^  fbllowing^  day  Taber  Piadn^ 
accompanied  by  Captain  Leakfc,  of  t^e^  royal  artiUei^^  and  his  de- 
tachment, let  oW  for  £1- Arifh  with  the  advanced  cavalry. 

In-  a»vi^  which  I  paid  on.  die  2ad  to  the  fieis  Effibndi^  who 
laboured*  mido:  an*  ophthaimac  comphunt,  his/  Eoscellencp  impartedb 
to  me  the  pleafing  intdligence  that  the  Tmidih  tsoapa  weror.  inr 
genial  very  healtb^  and  diat  the  plague  had  entiirdjr  ceafed'  tts^ 
ravages. 
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On  the  24th  the  v^csAhct  was  uncommonly  ftormy  and  tcmpcf^ 
tuousr  mfbrauch  that  the  torrents  o(  rain  which  fell  wafhdd  away 
^t  foil  Drocn  aroond  the  fient-peg^^  leaving  many  of  the  tents  them-' 
fihesi  to  fall  to  the  ground. 

Alt  Avab,.  who  had  left  Salahieh  tfanee  days  before,  brought  advice 
OB  dK  25th,  that  there  weie  four  hundred  French  only  at  that  place. 
When  the  account  of  the  landing  of  the  Britifh  was  brought  to 
General  Regnier^  he  was  at  Belbeis,  and  inilantly  colledlcd  his  troops^ 
amousKting  ta  about!  £>ur  thouiand>  and  proceeded  to  Cairo.  From 
the  ftatement  of  this  indiyidual*  tt  appeared  that  the  Genei^al  waa 
aCtacked  aahb  route  by  the  Arabs, 

Sfuch  were  at  this  time  the  embarraffinents^  of  the  Turkt(h  a^my, 
from  a  icarcity  of  fpecie  for  the  payment  of  the  troops*,,  that  tho 
pmicipal  Ottoman  officers  were  driven  to  the  neceffity  of  iubfcrib^ 
ing  from  three  to  five  tfaoniand  piaftres  each^  to  familh  a  momeiitaiy 
relief 

A  corps  of  QW^tjy  coniiiting  of  from  five  to  fix  hundred;  arrived 
in  die  camp  on  the  above  day.  The  New  Adventure  tranipdrt  was 
ordered  to  Alexiandria^  with  difpatches.  In  the  evening  a  heavy^  firing 
was  heard  from  the  weffcward; 

Ovdersp  vfitn  ifTued  on^  the  2dth)  for  the  army  to  advance ;  but  on 
the  Detum-  oi  the  persons  who  had  been  fent  forward  to  xtxC^eGt  the 
ftate  is(  the  itxidsy  it  appeared,  that  the  waters  from  the  late  falls 
of  mim  were  ib  much  out  as  to  oblige  the  Vizier  to  coubtdrad  the 
Oidem  he  had  given;  The  JaniflWries,  however,  with  the  Topgis^ 
and  t^r  tmins  o^artilteiyv  were  fenV  forwaid,  to  proceed  to  Kahny^ 
•uneB/  di^aut  ftom  tlM^  encampmem  atoiit  twdvo  nft^    We  had^ 
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on  the  preceding  evening,  been  fupplied  with  frefh  camels,  as  a  ftep 
preparatory  to  our  march.  They  were  of  the  Arabian  breed,  fmaller, 
and  more  llender  than  thofe  commonly  employed  in  Syria,  but  har- 
dier, and  capable  of  enduring  great  fatigues.  Sixty  of  thefe  animals 
were  attached  to  the  Britifh  miilion,  and,  in  confequence  of  a  dif- 
pute  which  had  arifen  between  one  of  our  people  and  an  Albanian, 
it  was  fettled  that  the  Arab  drivers  fhould  take  charge  of  the  bag- 
gage 

In  the  evening  difpatches  from  Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie  and  Ad- 
miral Lord  Keith  were  brought  to  the  Vizier^, 

On  the  28th,  at  ten  in  the  morning,  the  army  began  its  march^ 
the  baggage  having  been  fcnt  off  at  a  very  early  hour.  Prcvioufly  to 
our  quitting  the  ground,  further  difpatches  were  received  from  Sir 
Ralph  Abercrombie  and  Admiral  Lord  Keith,  the  contents  of  which 
the  Vizier  read  and  communicated  at  our  firft  halt.  We  were  then 
fix  miles  diftant  from  Gaza,  and  had  been  obliged  to  crofs  a  river, 
formed  by  the  late  very  abundant  falls  of  rain,  the  waters  of  which 
were  fo  high,  and  the  current  fo  flrong  and  impetuous,  that  the  paf- 
fage  was  efFeded  by  the  army  with  great  difficulty,  feveral  of  the 
camels,  with  the  baggage,  tents,  &c.  having  had  a  very  narrow 
efcape  from  deilrudion.  The  difpatches  contained  the  glorious 
news  of  the  fiicceis  of  the  Britifh  troops  in  Egypt  fince  their  land- 
ing, detailing  the  capture  of  Aboukir,  as  well  as  of  the  three  anions 
which  had  terminated  fo  favourably  to  .the  Britiih  arms,  and  in 
which  the  French  had  lofli'four  thouiand  men,  comprehending  that 
of  three  of  their  generals.  .Qti  our  reaching,  at  five  in  the  aftcitooon, 
our 'new  ground  of  encampment  at^  Kahnyounes^  the  Vizier  fired  4 
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Toyal  falute  of  twenty-one  gatis,  to  celebrate  the  above  events ;  and 
in  the  evening,  at  fun-ftt,  we  heard  diftindUy  a  difcharge  of  eleven 
guns^  which  appeared  alfo  to  have  been  fired  as  a  falute  by  the 
advanced  troops. 

Our  day's  march  had  been  extremely  pleafant;  and  we  now  oc- 
cupied a  dry  and  elevated  ground^  fupplying  us  with  excellent  water. 
Kahhyounes  is  a  fmall  village,  fituated  in  a  plain  on  the  border  of 
the  defert.  From  the  rifing  ground  on  which  the  miffion  was  en- 
camped to  the  eaft ward,  it  exhibited  a  very  pleafing  appearance,  con- 
taining not  only  a  handfbme  mofque,  but  a  ruinous  cafUe,  which 
added  greatly  to  the  pidurefque  effeft.  The  Turks  had  taken  up 
their  pofition  clofe  to  the  village,  the  inhabitants  of  which  are  exclu- 
;fively  Arabs.  The  fine  plains  through  which  we  had  paflcd  this  day, 
on  our  route  thither,  afforded  excellent  pafturage  for  cattle,  attd 
contained  a  greater  proportion  of  grafles  and  clover  than  I  had  ieea 
in  any  other  part  of  the  country. 

At  day -break  of  the  2Qth  the  fignal  was  made  to  march ;  and  by 
eight  o'clock  the  whole  of  the  army  was  in  motion,  with  the  moft 
favourable  weather  for  its  progreis,  and  a  fine  refrefliing  breeze  from 
the  weftward,  to  add  to  the  gaiety  which  the  glad  tidings  we  had 
received  had  diffuied  over  every  countenance.  Immediately  on  our 
quitting  the  village  we  entered  on  the  defert,  in  which  I  obferved  a 
ihrub^  refembling  our  furze  bufh,  fhooting  up  at  intervals  from  be- 
neath the  fand.  After  a  march  of  about  two  hours,  we  reached  the 
boundary  which  feparates  Afia  from  Africa. 

At  this  place,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  a  well,  which  promifed  us  a 
fupply  of  good  waterj,  we  made  a  balt^  and  afterwards  rode  between 
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Oa  the  1 8th  fevcral  vciTcls  hove  in  fight,  fleering  from  the  norths 
ward;  and  a  meife tiger,  mounted  on  a  hedging  arrired  in  the  camp,. 
.with  the  pleafing  intelligence  that  the  French  had  retired. from  Bet- 
beis,  after  having  blown  up  and  deftroyed  the  works. 
;  In  coniequence  of  a  report  circulated  in  the  eyening  that  an£ng> 
lifh  frigate  had  ]been  feen  off  £1- Ariih,  it  was  're£>lved'to  difpatch  an 
Engliih  officer  tq  th^t  place,  to  receive  any  information  with  which 
ihe  might  be  charged  for  the  Grand  Vizier.  There  was  now  {otnt 
^profped  of  a  fupply  of-  corn/  the  veflels  mentioned  above '  having 
reached  the  port  of  Giaza  from  Jaffii/from  which  place  an  ample  pro- 
yifv>n  of  bread  had  alio  reached  the  camp  by  land.  It  was  expelled 
that  thefe  fupplies  would  enable  the  army  to  move  forward  without 
)ofsoftime. 

In  makiqg  a  morning^s  excurfion'to.  the  fea^-fhore,  being  attraAed 
thither  by  the  number  of  veiTels  which  had  hoven  in  iight,  and  for 
the  i^rrival  of  which  we  fb  anxioufly  panted,  I  viiited  the  port  or 
landing-place  of  Gaza,  an  open  beach  highly  dangerous  to  boats 
attempting  to  land,  more  efpedally  with  cargoes,  the  great  furf 
which  conftantly  beats  on  the  fhore  expofing  them  at  every  inftant 
to  the.  riik  of  fwamping.  Several  fmall  Tcflels,  laden  with  com  and 
provifions  for  the  Turkifli  army,  were  lying  off  at  anchor,  and  fend^^ 
ing  on  (hore  thefe  fupplies  in  their  boats. 

My  excurfidn  led  me  through  the '  del^htful  gardens  of  Gaza> 
which  are  very  ettenfive.  They  are  filled  with  a  great  variety  of 
choice  fruit-trees>  fuch  as  ,the  fig,  the  mulberry,  the  pomegranate, 
the  apricot,  the  peach,  and  the  almond,  together  with  a  few  lemon 
and  orange-trees.    There  are  alfo  large  fpots  fet  afide  for  the  culti* 
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thus  expo/cdy  and  promifed  to  furnifh  theixif  on  the  fubfequcnt 
marches,  either  with  hories  or  cancels.  After  a  march  of  nearly  fix* 
teen  miles,  we  arrived  at  El-Ariih  at  one  o*clock.  In  approaching 
the  encampment  before  that  place,  the'  Grand  Vizier  was  met  by 
Taher  Pacha,  at  the  head  of  a  large  party  of  the  troops,  who  had 
been  marched  out  for  that  purpofe.  We  pitched  our  tents  on 
a  barren  fand,  at  the  diilance  of  about  half  a  mile  from  the  iea*fhore, 
to  the  north  of  the  fortre/s.  Several  veflels  were  lying  at  anchor, 
and  their  crews  employed  in  landing  the  cargoes  of  proviiions,  bar^ 
ley,  .&c.  At  £1-Ari(h  the  barley  was  ibid  at  forty  paras  thp  meafure. 
The  Turkifh  £bips  of  war,  lately  arrived  firom  Aboukir,  were  alio 
lying  off  the  port. 

The  troops  encamped  at  El-Ariih  were  healthy,  having  bad  no 
appearance  of  plague  among  them  for  the  laft  fortnight.  Shortly 
after  our  arrival^  I  viiitcd  Taher  Pacha,  with  whom  I  took  coffee, 
and  who  fent  to  our  camp  ready  dreiTed  proviiions^  which  were 
highly  iacceptable.  We  were  fupplied  with  excellent  water,  fur* 
niflied  by  the  late  heavy  rains  which  had  fallen  on  the  mountains. 
The  proipei^  of  the  counCry  around  us,  the  furface  of  which  was 
almoin  entirely  iand,  with  here  and  there  a  few  imall  ihrubs  growing 
in  tufts,  was  wretched  and  dreary.  The  village  of  El-Ari(h,  near 
to  the  ruins  of  which  a  fort  Was  ilill  lla)iding,  had  been  deilroyed  by 
the  French,  who  had,  when  they  captured  the  place,  cut  down  nearly 
the  whole  of  the  date- trees  by  which  it  was  ornamented.  It  was 
fituated  at  the  diilance  of  two  miles  and  a  half  iirom  the  fea.  Our 
camp  was  fupplied  with  oranges,  lemons,  raiiiAs,  dried  figs,  and  other 
fruits,  brpught  by  the  merchant-veffels  from  Cyprus,  and  the  price 
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Oa  the  1 8th  fevcral  vefleis  hoTC  in  fights  fleering  from  the  norths 
.ward ;  and  a  meiTeriger,  mounted  on  a  hedgln,  arrired  in  the  camp^ 
with  the  pleafing  intelligence  that  the  French  had  retired:  from  Bet- 
beis,  after  having  blown  up  and  deftroyed  the  works. 
;  In  coniequence  of  a  report  circulated  in  the  evening  that  an  £ng* 
lifh  frigate  had  jbeen  feen  off  £1-Ariih,  it  was  re£>lved'to  difpatch  an 
Engliih  officer  to  that  place>  to  receive  any  information  with  whkk 
ihe  might  be  charged  for  the  Grand  Vizier.     There  was  how  {ome 

m 

pxofpedt  of  a  Aipply  of  corn,-  the  veflels  mentioned  above '  having 
reached  the  port  of  Giaza  from  Jaffii/from  wbich  place  an  ample  pro* 
yiiipn  of  bread  had  alio  reached  the  camp  bj  land,  h  was  expected 
that  thefb  fupplies  would  enable  the  army  to  miove  forward  without 
)o&oftime. 

In  making  a  niorning^s  excurfion  to.  the  fea;^fhorei  being  attraded 
thither  by  the  number  of  veiTels  which  had  hoven  in  iight,  and  for 
the  arrival  of  which  we  fb  anxioufly  panted,  I  viiited  the  port  or 
landing-place  of  Gaza,  an  open  beach  highly  dangerous  to  boats 
attempting  to  land,  more  eipedally  with  cargoes,  the  great  fiirf 
which  conflantly  beats  on  the  fhore  exposing  them  at  every  inftant 
to  the  riik  of  fwamping.  Several  fmall  Teflels,  laden  with  com  and 
provifions  for  the  Turkifh  army,  were  lying  off  at  anchor^  and  fend^ 
ing  on  ihore  thefe  fupplies  in  their  boats* 

My  excurfidn  led  me  through  the '  del^htful  gardens  of  Gaza> 
which  are  very  ettenfive.  They  are  filled  with  a  great  variety  of 
choice  fruit-trees,  fucb  as  ,the  fig,  the  mulberry,  the  pomegranate, 
the  apricot,  the  peach,  and  the  almond,  together  with  a  few  lemon 
and  orange-trees.    There  are  alfo  large  fpots  fet  afide  for  the  culti- 
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Yation  of  tobacco ;  and  it  being  the  feafon  for  the  removal  of  the 
plants,  the  inhabitants  were  bufied  in  placing  them  in  regular  rows. 
The  enclofuf es  for  the  cultivation  of  this  plant  were  fenced  in  with 
the  prickly  pear-tree.     The  Pharaoh  fig-tree,  a  fpecies  of  lycamore, 
the  fruit  of  which  the  inhabitants  eat  when  ripe,  was  alfo  cultivated. 
Within  two  miles  of  Gaza  I  paffed  through  a  village,  in  which 
the  cottages  were  a  fuperior  kind  of  mud  huts,  conftruded  of  mud 
bricks  baked  in  the  fun,  with  a  roof  compofed  of  the  trunks  of  large 
trees,  covered  with  a  thick  layer  of  mud,  which  fervcs  for  a  garden. 
The  common  mallow,  a  vegetable  which  the  inhabitants  eat  when 
boiled,  and  of  which  they  are  very  fond,  grew  abundantly  on  theie. 
earth-clad  roofs,  the  verdant  furfacc  of  which  would  have  prevented 
me  from  recognizing  the  village  until  I  came  clofe  to  it,  had  it  not* 
been  for  the  minaret  of  the  mofque,  a  certain  indication  of  the  exifr- 
cncc  of  buildings  on  the  fpot.     On  my  return  in  the  afternoon  I  was 
told  that  a  herd  of  antelopes  were  grazing  oh  a  hill  adjacent  to  the* 
encampment.   Having  engaged  a  party,  we  rode  out  with  our  guns ;« 
but  the  extraordinary  fleetnefs  of  thefe  animals  foon  eluded  our  pur*; 
fuit.i    We  faw  large,  flocks  of  quails,  which  are  very  abundant  in 

_  ♦ 

this  part  of  Syria,  as  are  alio  the  jackals,  by  whofe  lamentable  howlr- 
ings  we  were  iiightly  inlefred  in  the  camp*  Probably  thefe  were  the. 
animals  *vhich  Samfonjuadc  ufe  of  to  deftroy  the  haryefts  of  the; 

Philifrines«   .  .    '  '     .  '         .    '     /  .  * 

The  ncceflary  arrangemtedts  .were  made  on  .the  19th  for  the  fu- 
ture progreis:  and  aaivc!  operations  of  the  Ottoman  .army,  with  a' 
view  to,  whidi  Mahomed  Facba.  was  .appointed  Seraikier,  or  con>-, 
laianHer  of  the  ticoops  under  the  Vizier;,  and  Taher  Pacha  nomiqated 

M  M  2 


^&  TRAVELS  IN  ASIATIC  TURKEY, 

te  l^he  CQinmand  o£  an  adnraitced  bodj  of  mQuni}c;d  Anxauts.  Csptainr 
Lacey>  with  a  finall  detaclualeni:  of  the  rognal  actiiLLer^  aod  royal  miii** 
tary  actlficers,  was.  ordered  to  accompany  Mahomed  Pacha.;  and 
Captsun  Leake^  of  the  coyal  artillery,  aUa  aft  the  head  of  a  fmall  do-* 
tachment,  was  to  accampaziy?  Tabor  Pacha*  Thc&  offitrcis^  botk 
Biitiih  and  TuriuAt,  vere  £brmi|ied  wkh  inibru&ions,  oopies.  of 
Vfhich.  were  tefpcdively  exchanged  betweea  the  Grand  Vizier  aiidb 
Colonel  UoUoway*  Previoufly  to  his  departure  with  Taker  Vuckoiy 
Captain  Leake  was  ivncdkcid  with  a  pelice  by  ocder  of  the  Vizien 

A  corpe  of  about  £ovKt  hundred  and  Mty  oavalry,  fcnt  fay  DjexsuLt 
Fachai.  arrived  in  the  encampment  at  thas^time^  The  Grand  Yiaier 
detached  two.  thou&nd  of  his  troops^  tMward&  EUArifti,  for  whicfe 
disflnnation  Taher  Pacha  was  ta  &t  ou£  in.  the  coixrie  of  a  day  or  two». 

A  dificbarge  of  cannon  was.  nuade  ont  the  njoraini^  of  ths  2Qth^  on. 

* 

the  occaiion  of  the  appointmcnfr  of  Mahomed  Ridia  to  the  pofl  and 
dignity  of  Seraikier.  This  event  was  alio  proclaimed,  to  every  part 
of  the  Turkiih*  army.  The  Vizier  fhifted  his  tsnt  to  the  oeoAre  of 
the  qnoampments. 

w 

Further  accounts  were  on.  the  2  til  brought  to  the  camp,  to  cor* 
robcratc  the  reports  reipedihg  the  tanding  and  faccefsful  progrds  of 
titt  Britiflr  troops  ia  £gypti     Qni  the;  fbllowing^  day  Taber  Padm^ 
accompanied  by  Captain  Leakfc,  of  t^e^  royal  artiliery^  and  his  de- 
tachment, fet  off  for  £1- Arifh  with  the  advanced  cavalry. 

In-  a»  yi(A  which  I  paid  on.  die  2ad  to  the  fieis  Efiendi^  who 
laboured*  iji&da:  an^  cphthalmfic  complaint^  his/  Eoscdlency:  impaiteA 
to  me  the  pleating  inteUigence  that  the  TuiiEKh  tsoapa  waror.  inr 
genial  very  heakh}^  and  diat  the  plague  had  entilrly  ooakd:  its 
ravages. 
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Oft  the  !24th  the  v^csAhct  was  uncommonly  ftormy  and  tcmpef-' 
tnousr  mibmuch  that  the.  torrents  of  rain  which  fell  wafhdd  away 
^t  foil  Irocn  aroond  the  fient-peg^^  leaving  many  of  the  tents  them-^ 
filTesi  to  fail  to  the  ground. 

Alt  Avab^.  who  had  left  Salahieh  thuee  days  before^  brought  advice 
OB  dK  2i5thy  that  there  weie  four  hundred  French  only  at  that  place. 
When  the  account  of  the  landing  of  the  Britifh  was  brotight  to 
General  Regnier^  he  was  at  Belbeis>  and  inilantly  colledcd  his  troopsj 
amousKting  ta  about  lour  thouiknd>  and  proceeded  to  Cairo.  From 
the  ftatement  of  this  tndtyidual'  it  appeared  that  the  General  waa 
aCtacked  oa  bis  route  by  the  Arabs, 

<  Such  were  at  this  time  the  embarrafffinents^  of  the  Turkifii  af  my, 
from  a  icarcity  of  fpecie  for  the  payment  of  the  troopsv.  that  tho 
pmicipal  Otton^ain  officers  were  driven  to  the  neceffity  of  fubfcrib^ 

4 

ing  from  three  to  five  tfaoniaml  piaftres  each^  to  familh  a  momeiitai^ 
relief 

A  corps  of  cw3iry,4  coniiiting  of  from  five  to  fix  hundred;  arrived 
in  die  camp  oil  the  above  day.  The  New  Adventure  trani|>drt  waa 
ordered!  to  Akxiandria*  with  difpatches.  In  the  evening  a  heavy^  firing 
was  heard  from  the  weffcward. 

Otrders  wens  ifTued  on^  the  2dth)  for  the  army  to  advance ;  but  on 
the  Detum-  of  th&  persons  who  had  been  fent  forward  to  itifpcSt  the 
ftate  of  the  itxidsy  it  appeared,  that  the  waters  from  the  late  falls 
of  mim  were  io  much  out  as  to  oblige  the  Vizier  to  coukitdrad  the 
Oidem  he  had  ffvsn^  The  JaniflWies,  howtfver^  with  the  Topgis^ 
and  t^r  tmins  o^aitilteiy,  were  fentf  fmwaid,  to  proceed  to  Kahny^ 
•uneB/  diftaut  ftom  tii»eniMmpiMem  alMn^  twdvo^nfti^    We  had^ 
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on  the  preceding  evening,  been  fuppHed  with  frefh  camelSf  as  a  ftep 
preparatory  to  our  march.  They  were  of  the  Arabian  breed,  fmaller, 
and  more  llender  than  thofe  commonly  employed  in  Syria,  but  har- 
dier, and  capable  of  enduring  great  fatigues.  Sixty  of  thcfe  animals 
were  attached  to  the  Britifh  miilion,  and,  in  confequence  of  a  dif- 
pute  which  had  arifen  between  one  of  our  people  and  an  Albanian, 
it  was  fettled  that  the  Arab  drivers  fhould  take  charge  of  the  bag- 
gage 

In  the  evening  difpatches  from  Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie  and  Ad- 
miral Lord  Keith  were  brought  to  the  Vizier^, 

On  the  28th,  at  ten  in  the  morning,  the  army  began  its  march^ 
the  baggage  having  been  fcnt  off  at  a  very  early  hour.  Previoufly  to 
our  quitting  the  ground,  further  difpatches  were  received  from  Sir 
Ralph  Abercrombie  and  Admiral  Lord  Keith,  the  contents  of  which 
the  Vizier  read  and  communicated  at  our  firft  halt.  We  were  then 
fix  miles  diftant  from  Gaza,  and  had  been  obliged  to  crofs  a  river, 
formed  by  the  late  very  abundant  falls  of  rain,  the  waters  of  which 
were  fo  high,  and  the  current  fo  flrong  and  impetuous,  that  the  paf- 
fage  was  efFedcd  by  the  army  with  great  difficulty,  feveral  of  the 
camels,  with  the  baggage,  tents,  &c.  having  had  a  very  narrow 
efcape  from  deilrudion.  The  difpatches  contained  the  glorious 
news  of  the  fiiccefs  of  the  Britifh  troops  in  Egypt  fincc  their  land- 
ing, detailing  the  capture  of  Aboukir,  as  well  as  of  the  three  anions 
which  had  terminated  fo  favourably  to  ,the  Britifli  arms,  and  in 
which  the  French  had  loft  four  thduiand  men,  comprehending  that 
of  three  of  their  generals.  .On  our  reaching,  at  five  in  the  aftci^oon^ 
our  'new  ground  of  encampment  at  Kabnyounes,  the  Vizier  fired .» 
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.royal  falute  of  twenty-one  guns,  to  celebrate  the  above  events ;  and 
in  the  evening,  at  fun-fct,  we  heard  diflindUy  a  difcharge  of  eleven 
guns,  which  appeared  alio  to  have  been  fired  as  a  falute  by  the 
advanced  troops. 

Our  day's  march  had  been  extremely  pleafant;  and  we  now  oc- 
cupied a  dry  and  elevated  ground,  iiipplying  us  with  excellent  water. 
Kahnyounes  is  a  fmall  village,  fituated  in  a  plain  on  the  border  of 
the  defert.  From  the  rifing  ground  on  which  the  miffion  was  en- 
camped to  the  eaft ward,  it  exhibited  a  very  pleafing  appearance,  con- 
taining not  only  a  handfbme  mofque,  but  a  ruinous  caftle,  which 
added  greatly  to  the  pidurefque  efFcft.  The  Turks  had  taken  up 
their  pofition  clofe  to  the  village,  the  inhabitants  of  which  are  exclu- 
fively  Arabs.  The  fine  plains  through  which  we  had  pafled  this  day, 
on  our  route  thither,  afforded  excellent  pafturage  for  cattle,  attd 
contained  a  greater  proportion  of  grafles  and  clover  than  I  had  ieea 
in  any  other  part  of  the  country. 

At  day-break  of  the  2Qth  the  fignal  was  made  to  march ;  and  by 
eight  o'clock  the  whole  of  the  army  was  in  motion,  with  the  moft 
favourable  weather  for  its  progrels,  and  a  fine  refrefliing  breeze  from 
the  weftward,  to  add  to  the  gaiety  which  the  glad  tidings  we  had 
received  had  diffufed  oVer  every  countenance.  Immediately  on  our 
quitting  the  village  we  entered  on  the  defert,  in  which  I  obferved  a 
ihrub,  refembling  our  furze  bufli,  ihooting  up  at  intervals  from  be- 
neath the  iand.  After  a  march  of  about  two  hours,  we  reached  the 
boundary  which  feparates  Afia  from  Africa. 

At  this  place,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  a  well,  which  promifed  us  a 
fupply  of  good  waterjt  we  made  a  halt^  and  afterwards  rode  between 
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on  the  preceding  evening,  been  fuppUed  with  frefli  camels,  as  a  ftcp 
preparatory  to  our  march.  They  were  of  the  Arabian  breed,  fmallcr, 
and  more  flender  than  thofe  commonly  employed  in  Syria,  but  har- 
dier, and  capable  of  enduring  great  fatigues.  Sixty  of  thefe  animals 
were  attached  to  the  Britifli  mlffion,  and,  in  confequence  of  a  dif- 
putc  which  had  arifen  between  one  of  our  people  and  an  Albanian, 
it  was  fettled  that  the  Arab  drivers  Ihould  take  charge  of  the  bag- 
gage- 

In  the  evening  difpatches  from  Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie  and  Ad- 
miral Lord  Keith  were  brought  to  the  Viziei; 

On  the  28th,  at  ten  in  the  morning,  the  army  began  its  march, 
the  baggage  having  been  fent  off  at  a  very  early  hour.  Previoufly  to 
our  quitting  the  ground,  further  dispatches  were  received  from  Sir 
Ralph  Abercrombie  and  Admiral  Lord  Keith,  the  contents  of  which 
the  Vizier  read  and  communicated  atourfirft  halt.  We  were  then 
fix  miles  diftant  from  Gaza,  and  had  been  obliged  to  crofs  a  river, 
formed  by  the  late  very  abundant  falls  of  rain,  the  waters  of  which 
were  fo  high,  and  the  current  fo  ftrong  and  impetuous,  that  the  paf- 
fagc  was  effeAed  by  the  army  with  great  difficulty,  ieveral  of  the 
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Mahonled  Pacha>  to  fend  a  body  of  Tttrkiflx  cavalrf  to  ad  with 
the  Brtttfii  Kmj. 

At  fix  in  the  mammg  of  the  IQth  the  tntmpet  was  founded  to 
prepare  for  the  march.  In  conieqxience  of  the  icarcity  of  camelsj 
the  Vizier  was  to  move  forward  with  a  part  only  of  the  Turkilh 
army.  For  the  fame  reafbn  the  party  belonging  to  the  miifion  to 
march  with  the  Vizier's  detachment,  was  confined  to  Colonel  HqI« 
loway.  Major  Hope/ Mr.  Whiteman,  fecretary,  Mr.  Pink»  draughtf-- 
man,  myfclf,  a  ferjeant,  ahd  five  men.  The  others  were  to  follow 
with  the  remainder  of  the  Turkifli  army,  as  icon  as  beads  of  burden 
could  be  procured*  StriA  orders  were  given  to  keep  a  watchful 
eye  over  the  caoid^drivers,  in  eroding  the  defert,  as  there  was  a  pof^ 
fibility  of  their  deferting  with  their  camclsr-— a  difafter  which  would 
expoie  the  whole  of  the  army  to  the  rtfk  of  peri(hing  on  its  pafifage. 

A  view  of  £l*Ari(h,  the  ilation  we  were  about  to  quit,  will  be 
found  in  Plate  XVL 

The  Vizier  quitted  the  ground  of  encampment  at  noon ;  and  at 
three  in  the  afternoon  we  followed.  Prior  to  our  departure.  Major 
Mifiett  embarked  for  Aboukir,  with  anfwers  from  the  Vizier  and 
Colonel  HoUoway  to  the  difpatches  with  which  he  was  charged. 

After  a  vety  agreeable  march  of  two  hours  along  the  iea-ihore,  we 
arrived  at  the  wells  of  McfToudieh,  the  place  where  the  traveller 
takes  his  fupply  of  water,  before  he  proceeds  to  crois  the  remaining 
part  of  the  defert.  Neither  habitation  nor  inhabitant  was  to  be  feen ; 
nor  was  there  fo  much  as  the  appearance  of  brufh-wood  to  diverfify 
the  fiirface  of  the  arid  iands.  It  was  with  difficulty  that  a  few  dried 
vegetables  could  be  raked  togcthfer  to  heat  a  little  coffee.     By  dig- 
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ging  wells  in  the  fends  to  the  depth  of  two  or  thlrec  feet,  water  was; 
however,  readily  procured :  and  notwithftanding  we  were  fo  near 
to  the  fea-fliore,  it  was  good  and  fweet.  As  the  route  from  this 
ftation  to  Catteh  occupies  three  days,  in  the  courfe  of  which  no 
drinkable  water  can  be  procured,  it  was  neceilary  to  make  an  appro* 
priate  proviiion  of  this  neceiTary  article ;  and  for  this  purpofe  we 
were  furniflicd  with  the  ikins  of  goats  properly  prepared.  The 
camels  and  other  animals  were  laden  with  biicuit,  barley,  and  water, 
the  three  effcntials  for  the  croffing  of  the  defert. 

The  Reis  EfFendi,  who  came  up  after  us  with  the  remainder  of 
the  Turkiih  army,  informed  us  that  when  the  troops  commanded  by 
Tahcr  Pacha  arrived  at  Salahieh,  they  purfued  the  enemy,  feveral  of 
whom  they  killed  in  their  flight.  Among  the  purfuers,  there  were 
feveral  Moors,  who  were  well  mounted,  and  very  expert  in  the  ufe 
of  their  fire-arms,  which  they  difcharge  with  great  cfFcft  when  on 
full  fpeed.     Their  chief  was  unfortunately  killed  in  the  attack. 

At  midnight  our  baggage  was  feht  off  under  an  cfcort ;  and  at  fix 
in  the  morning  of  the  20th,  we  proceeded  on  our  route.  At  the 
expiration  of  two  hours  and  a  half  we  halted  for  three  quarters  of  an 
hour ;  and  at  half  pail  one  reached  our  new  ground  of  encampment, 
Barrahcat,  where  we  immediately  pitched  our  tents.     This  fpot  had 

■ 

been  evidently  the  bed  of  a  fait  lake  in  paft  ages,  large  quantities 
of  marine  lliells  lying  fcattered  on  its  furface,  together  with  much 
faline  matter.  We  took  the  precaution  to  dig  wells ;  but  the  water 
was  ib  fait  and  brack i(h  as  to  be  unfit  for  the  cattle.  On  fubjeiSing 
it  to  an  analyfis,  I  found  it  to  contain  a  large  proportion  of  common 
fait.     The  progrcfs  we  had  made  on  this  day's  march  was  about  fif- 
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teeh  miles ;  and  in  purfuing  our  route  wc  were  gratified  by  the  view 
ef.  the  furprifing  vifual  deception,  which  the  French  term  mirage^ 
axuLwhidbi  has  been  defcribed  with  great  ingenuity  by  Mongc,  of 
the  French  National  Inftitute.  It  is  peculiar  to  the  defert,  and  pre- 
fents  the  diftant  appearance  of  water  with  fuch  an  air  of  truth  and 
reality,  that  the  Ihadows  of  the  camels  who  were  in  advance,  fecmed 
to  be  rcflefted  on  the  apparent  watery  furface.  To  give  a  more 
extraordinary  efFeft  to  the  illufion,  the  bodies  of  thefe  animals  ap- 
peared to  be  narrowed  and  elongated  upwards,  fo  as  to  give  them 
the  appearance  of  trunks  of  trees,  the  branches  of  which  had  been 
lopped  off.  The  moft  elevated  of  the  diiliant  fand  hills  reprefentod 
light  clouds ;  while  the  fmaller  ones  appeared  like  fhips  under  a  preis 
of  fail  in  the  midft  of  beautiful  lakes.  This  phenomenon  was  more 
particularly  apparent  on  the  levels,  which  were  in  fome  parts  covered 
with  a  faline  fubftance,  finely  cryftallized,  and  very  ihining  and  bril* 
liant.  A  portion  of  this  faline  matter  I  coUeded  for  future  ezperi- 
ments« 

Wc  left  our  ground  on  the  2lfl:,  at  between  three  and  four. in  the 
morning;  and,  as  it  was  not  yet  day-light,  were  preceded  by  guides 
carrying  torches.  We  loft  our  way,  notwithftanding,  and  were  de- 
tained for  nearly  two  hours.  During  this  day*s  march  we  made  two 
halts ;  and  at  length,  at  half  paft  four  in  the  afternoon,  reached  our 
ground  of  encampment  at  Bir-el-habt,  after  #  very  laborious  and 
fatiguing  march  of  thirty  miles.  Great  numbers  of  ikeletons  of 
camels,  horfcs,  and  other  animals  were  fcattered  on  the  route.  The 
earlier  part  of  our  march  was  tolerably  agreeable,  with  the  exception 
t^f  our  having  loft  our  way;  but  during  the  laft  nine  miles  we  had 
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to  paft  over  very  heavy  &nis,  and  an  uneveh  gronhdt  The  heat  of 
the  weather  was  at  the  lame  time  very  opprcflive*  We  were,  how« 
ever,  enabled  to  procure  a  fvipply  of  bfackifli  water  for  diecattlew 
In  the  evening  the  Topgis  and  Dehlis  moved  from  the  ground  with 
their  guns. 

I  could  diftinguiih  the  notes  of  the  nightingale  on  our  march  r 
they  were  very  fhort,  and  much  inferior  to  thole  of  the  fame  bird 
in  England*  Several  plants  and  a  few  flowers  werb  fcattered  at 
intervals. 

At  this  time  intelligence  reached  the  encampmenti  that  the  ad« 
vanced  Ottoman  army  was  at  Korin  and  Belbeis. 

We  marched  at  lix  in  the  morning  of  the  22d,  and  at  noon  reached 
Theah,  diftant  from  Catieh  about  a  mile  and  a  half.  The  route> 
thither  was  very  heavy  and  irregular,  infbmuch  that  to  perform  a 
diftance  of  fifteen  miks  we  were  under  the  neceffity  of  making  two 
halts.  In  the  vicinity  of  our  encampment  there  were  feveral  fine 
date- trees.  The  wells  in  general  contained  good  water ;  but  in  one- 
of  them  it  was  black  and  olTenfive,  like  that  which  is  procured'  at 
Harrowgate.  The  Turks  aifcrted  that  the  French  had  thrown  into' 
it  a  quantity  of  gunpowder. 

On  our  route  great  numbers  of  carcafcs  were  fcattered.  We  were 
met  by  a  mefienger  from  Mahomed  Pacha,,  who  tranfmitted  the  in-- 
formation  that  TinAi  had  been  taken  pofieifion  of  by  a  detachment 
of  Turkilh  cavalry.  In  abandoning  the  above  place,  the  French 
had  left  beliind  two  guns,  and  a  quantity  of  barley,  and  other  ftores. 
The  two  Pachas  were  ftill  at  Bclbeis  and  Korin,  at  the  latter  of 
which  places,  according  to  the  contents  of  a  letter  from  Captain 
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be  confidered  as  the  worft  part  of  the  dcfert,  in  confdquence  of  the 
difficulty  of  procuring  water  after  quitting  the  wells  of  MefToudieh. 

A  party  of  camels  proceeded  to  Tineh  in  the  evening,  to  bring 
back  a  further  fupply  of  barley  and  bifcuit.  They  returned  in  the 
afternoon  of  the  following  day ;  and  in  the  evening  Colonel  Hollo- 
way  lent,  with  the  authority  of  the  Grand  Vizier,  a  fummons  to  the 
fort  of  Lefbie  at  Damietta.  It  was  conveyed  by  Mn  Pink,  accom- 
panied by  a  Turkifli  fecretary,  provided  by  the  Reis  EfFendi.  The 
purport  of  the  anfwer  brought  back  was,  that  the  French  command* 
ant  would  not  accept  the  terms  held  out  to  him. 

I  employed  myielf  on  the  24th  in  examining  the  waters  I  had 
colle<fted  at  the  different  places  at  which  we  had  flopped  in  our  paf* 
fage  through  the  defert,  and  coUefted  the  refiduous  matter  for  future 
experiments.  That  which  I  had  obtained  from  Tineh  was  of  an 
excellent  quality,  and  having  been  found  in  the  bafin  of  the  caflle 
evacuated  by  the  French,  I  conjeftured  it  to  have  been  brought  from 

the  Nile, 

In  the  evening  two  hundred  and  fifty  camels  laden  with  bariej 
arrived  from  Mahomed  Pacha.  By  this  opportunity  letters  were 
received  from  Captains  Lacey  and  Leake.  Taher  Pacha  had  advanced 
two  miles  beyond  Belbeis. 

On  the  25^th  we  rofe  at  half  paft  two  in  the  morning,  and  at 
three  o'clock  the  baggage  moved  off  the  ground.  We  were,  how- 
ever, detained  until  near  eight  o'clock  by  fome  arrangements  it  was 
neceffary  to  make  for  fending  off  a  party  of  camels  to  Tineh  ;  and 
the  interval  which  elapfed  hung  very  heavily  on  our  hands.  At  ten 
o'clock  we  halted  for  nearly  an  hour,  and  reached  bur  ground  of 
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oicampment  at  Bir-denedar  at  two  o*clock>  after  having  performed 
a  march  of  eighteen  miles.  There  were  feveral  date-trees  on  the 
ipot ;  and  the  red  bricks  which  lay  fcattered  on  the  grounds  indi- 
cated that  it  had  been  formerly  covered  by  dwellings.  The  water 
which  we  found  at  this  place  was  ialt,  bitter,  and  of  the  worft  qua- 
lity. The  weather  was  extremely  hot  during  our  march,  which> 
being  over  a  rough  and  uneven  ground,  covered  with  deep  and 
heavy  fands,  was  performed  with  infinite  fatigue.  There  was,  how- 
ever, a  greater  abundance  of  (hrabs  than  we  had  met  with  on  our 
preceding  marches.  Half  an  hour  after  we  had  quitted  our  late 
encampment,  we  pailed  over  a  very  rough  piece  of  ground,  which, 
being  covered  with  large  quantities  of  faline  matter,  appeared  to 
have  been  a  fait  work.  Several  pits  in  which  the  fait  water  had 
been  left  to  evaporate,  had  been  apparently  dug  out  for  that  pur- 
pole,  and  flill  contained  a  quantity  of  pure  and  white  ialt.  Many  of 
the  date- trees  in  the  vicinity  of  Catieh  lay  on  the  ground,  having 
been  cut  down  by  the  French  ibr  various  purpofes  on  their  retreat 
from  Syria. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  day's  march  the  Vizier  fent  forward  a  party 
pf  Dchlis  to  prepare  a  caufcway  over  a  river,  which  had  formerly 
been  provided  with  a  capacious  flone  bridge.  To  impede  the  pro- 
grefe  of  the  Ottoman  army,  the  enemy  had  thrown  down  this  bridge ; 
but  the  impediment  was  foon  removed  by  the  Dehlis,  who  effcded 
their  purpofe  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  hours.  The  river  had  apparently 
been  formed  by  the  Nile  in  its  periodical  inundation. 

Some  authentic  intelligence  having  been  received  relative  to  the 
enemy's  movements,  it  was  judged  neccffary  to  be  very  particular  in 
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the  trrangements  for  the  artillery,  for  which  purpofe  Major  Hope 
gave  ieveral  necefiary  diredlions. 

Sbeick  HaiTan  anived  in  the  afternoon  with  difpatches  fromr 
Admiral  Blanket,  who  had  obtained  pofieilion  of  Suez.  Thefe  dir** 
patches  were  infbtntly  forwarded  to  the  Britilh  commanders  in  chief. 
About  the  fame  time  we  received  the  intelligence  of  the  death  of 
Mourad  Bey,  to  whofe  command  Elphi  Bey  had  fucceeded* 

We  roie  at  two  in  the  morning  of  the  20th,  and  fet  out  at  five* 
After  a  march  of  two  hours  and  a  half,  we  met  with  large  pieces  of 
water,  which  had  been  in  ieveral  places  formed  into  lakes  and  rivu-^ 
lets  by  the  overflowing  of  the  Nile.  It  was  brackiih,  and  far  from: 
being  of  a  good  quality.  In  this  part  of  the  defert  there  was  a  great 
quantity  of  green  brufh-wood.  The  ground  was  more  level,  with 
a  lefs  proportion  of  land,  and  the  travelling  by  no  means  difagree- 
able.  At  eight  o*clock  we  halted  for  half  an  hour;  and  at  ten 
o'clock  pafled  the  river  over  which  the  caufeway  had  been  thrown. 
At  eleven  o'clock  we  reached  the  ground  deflined  for  our  encamp- 
ment at  Kantara,  and  found  there  plenty  of  good  water,  together 
with  ihrubs  and  grafles  for  the  cattle.  As  an  abundance  of  pigeons 
and  ducks  were  flying,  I  took  my  gun  and  (hot  feveral  of  the  former, 
which  were  highly  acceptable  to  our  mefs,  we  being  reduced  to  the 
ipare  diet  of  bread,  coffee,  and  a  little  rice. 

In  confequence  of  the  advices  which  were  received  of  the  capture 
of  Rofctta  by  the  combined  Britiih  and  Turkiih  forces,  the  Vizier 
fired  ^ifeu  dejoye  and  royal  ialute. 

We  rofe  at  half  paft  two  on  the  27th,  and  at  five  o'clock  were 
on  foot.     We  halted  twice,  about  an  hour  each  time,  during  ous 
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tnarch,  and  arrived  at  Salahieh  at  noon.  The  latter  part  of  the 
route  was  very  fandy  and  laboriQus.  On  our  approaching  Salahieh 
the  quantity  of  fhrubs  gradually  diminiflied,  and  at  length  totally 
di(appeared,  inibmuch  that  we  could  not  procure  fticks  for  fuel  to 
boil  our  coffee.  The  afpcd  of  the  country  which  immediately  for- 
rounded  us  was  dreary,  coniiiling  entirely  of  an  ezteniive  defert  plain, 
or  level ;  but  to  the  weftwajfd  and  northward  of  Salahieh  lay  im- 
menfe  woods  of  date-trees^  which  extended  for  feveral  miles.  We 
wece  encaitiped  to  the  fouth  of  the  fort,  at  the  diftance  of  nearly  a 
mile. 

,  On  the  approach  of  the  Grand  Vizier  to  Salahieh,  his  Highneis 
halted  under  a  ^ove  of  date-trees,  to  arrange  the  manner  in  which 
he  fhould  make  his  public  entry,  as  well  as  the  form  of  his  encamp^ 
^lent^.  The  Turkiih  army  afterwards  marched  in  the  following 
order  :-7-Firfl:,  a  line  of  cavalry,  fmall  parties  of  horsemen  riding  up 
and  down  in  front  of  the  line,  and  fixing  while  on  full  Tpccd;  Next 
Viother  line  of  Arnauts,  with  the  led  horfcs  of  his  Highnefs,  and  the 
priefts,  or  imauma,  finglng  hynws.  Next  fallowed  G>lonel  Hoi- 
lowaj^.  Major  Hope^  &c.  the  Turkifli  officers  of  ftate  in  fuQcdIion, 
and  iiis.Highnefs  the  Vizier,  with  his  bands  of  muilc,  ^nd  acttendants, 
-And  laftly,  a  body  of  cavalry,  Dehlis,  dofcd  the  rear. 
,■  .Thus  had  ^e  furmounted  a  troublefomc,  fatiguing,  and  hazardous* 
mi^rch  acrofs  the  defert  (a  diftance  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
miles  from  Kahnyounes  to  Salahieh),  but  not  without  the  lo{s  of 
many  animals,  and  feveral  men.  The  lamentable  fcenes  which  oc- 
cafionally  preferited  thcmfelves  were  truly  diftreffing  to  a  feeling 
mind.     During  the  tedious  and  haraifing  marches  to  which  we  had 
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been  fubjcfted,  it  was  found  that  in  particular  places  which  prefented 
the  greatcft  difficulties,  the  horfes  were  not  capable  to  drag  the  ar* 
tillery.  In  thefe  cafes  the  cannels  were  refortcd  to  with  great  t6k€t 
and  advantage^  in  confequence  of  their  Very  docUe  nature  and  fteady 
draught. 

' '  The  plate  which  forms  the  frontifpiece  of  this  work,  repreients 
the  march  of  the  Turkilh  army  through  a  part  of  the  deiert.  The 
Grand  Vizier  b  feated  on  horfeback,  among  a  groupe  of  Turks,  at* 
tendants,  &c.  His  likened  is  delineated  with  great  fidelity ;  and 
in  addition  to  this  trait  of  rcfemblance,  a  very  precife  idea  will  be 
formed  by  the  reader,  on  his  confulting  the  plate,  of  the  Turkiih 
carriages,,  called  tartavans,.  employed  by  the  Vizier  and  principal 
officers  of  ftate  on  the  march*  The  vehicles  employed  by  the  Turks 
in  tranfporting  their  iick,  and  the  fackars  ufcd  for  carrying  water, 
^re  alfo  reprefented  in  the  engraving,  with  a  variety  of  other  fiibjeAs, 
which  their  nature  fufficiently  explains. 

As  foon  as  vrc  had  reached  Salahieh,  the  Arabs  brought  into  the 
encampment  for  fele  a  variety  of  articles  of  food,  which  were  piir* 
chafed  with  great  eagernels  by  the  half  famiflied  militaxy.  They 
alfo  brought  in  draw  and  unthrefhed  barley  for  the  cattle.  The 
harveft  had  been  veiy  abundant ;  but  fuch  had  been  the  lofies  which 
the  population  had  iuftained  by  war  and  diieafes,  that  the  corn, 
although  ripe,  bad  not  yet  been  got  in.  The  inundation  of  the  pre- 
ceding year  had  been  remarkably  high,  and  had  produced  very  abun- 
dant crops. 

The  Vizier  fired  a  royal  falute  on  his  arrival.  At  four  in  the  after- 
itoon  there  was  a  fmart  breeze  from  the  ibuth,  accompanied  by  a 
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gentle  fall  of  rain.  The  horizon  was  at  the  fame  time  obfcurcd ; 
and  the  air  fo  clofe  and  fultry  as  to  be  produdive  of  much  oppreiTioa 
and  languor, 

I  walked  in  the  evening  to  a  fmall  village  inhabited  by  Arabs, 
who  reiide  in  huts  confiruded  of  mud  and  canes,  and  the  tops  of 
which  are  covered  with  reeds^  branches  of  date- trees,  and  other  fimi- 
lar  materiak.  Nothing  could  be  more  wretched  than  the  pidure 
which  thefe  huts,  and  thofc  who  dwelt  in  them,  afforded.  Their 
proprietors  were  not,  however,  without  their  refburces.  They  raifed 
poultry ;  and  having  lierds  of  cows,  goats,  and  iheep,  ^ere  thus 
enabled  to  fiipply  the  troops  with  miik,  yourt,  eggs,  eheeie,  and 
butten  They  were  confcqucntiy  very  ferviceaUe  neighbours.  The 
above  articles  were  cheap  on  our  arrival^  but,  as  is  always  cuilomary 
in  camps,  there   was  little  doubt  but  their  price  vs^uld  ibon  be 

advanced. 

The  ground  being  in  part  covered  hf  grafles  produced  by  the  late 
inundation,  preiented  a  verdant  iinrface,  which  had  an  agreeable 
effed  on  the  fight,  accuftomed  as  it  had  been  to  the  vivid  reflexion 
from  the  burning  fands  in  croifing  the  deiert* 

The  civil  artificers  who  had  been  ieat  round  by  water,  arrived  ofi 
the  428th  from  Tineh,  having  left  behind  the  principal  part  of  the 
Ittggagey  in  confequence  of  their  precipitate  departure  from  the  vcf- 
iel  on  board  of  which  they  had  been  embarked.  We  vi^re  under 
&me  apprehenfion  ibr  the  (afety  of  our  baggage. 

We  partook  this  day  of  the  flefli  of  a  young  buffalo,  which  we 
£Mnd  good  and  palatable.  The  inundation  of  the  part  of  the  deiert 
iiirroundiiig  &i^lahieh  is  explained  in  the  following  manner  by  the 

p  p  2 
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Turks,  On  the  overflowing,  they  fay,  of  the  Nile,  the  earth  becomes 
fully  impregnated  with  water,  which,  being  forced  up  to  the  furface, 
exudes  from  beneath,  and  overflows  the  grounds.  In  pafling  through 
the  ilrata  of  earth,  it  meets  with  portions  of  faline  matter,  which  it 
diflblves,  and  thus  acquires  its  briny  tafte.  Being  afterwards  evapo- 
rated by  the  heat  of  the  fun,  it  depofits,  on  the  furface  of  the  earthy 
Its  fait,  and  forms  the  fait  lakes  which  are  met  with  at  different 
intervals. 

It  grieved  me  to  notice  that  the  difeafe  of  the  eyes,  ib  common 
in  Syria,  prevailed  alfo  in  this  part  of  Egypt.  Peirfbns  of  ^every  age 
Were  alike  fubje(5l  to  its  attacks ;  and,  independently  ;of  the'  nume- 
rous cafes  of  blindnefs  I  obferved,  the  inhabitants  in  general  dif« 
played,  in  their  meagre  and  wan  countenances,  a  predifpoiition  to 
jhis  and  Other  difcafcs.      -         •     •     - 

On  the  appearance  of  the  Turkifli  army,  the  five  hundred  French 
who  were  in  the  fortrefs  of  Salahieh,'  fled :  not  •  with  fb  miich 
precipitation,  however,  but  that  they  found  time  todeftroy  a  con*^ 
fiderable  p^t  of  the  interior,  of  the  work  and  detached  buildings* 
It  pofTcfles  confiderable  ftrength,  and  is  ^provided  with,  a  wet  ditch, 
well  palifadoed.  Sixteen  guns  appeared  to.  have  been  moimted; 
and  a  part  of  thefe  were  found  fpiked  amoqg.tfae'  ruins,  .together 
with  ieveral  fhells,  &c.  which  had  been  thrown;  into :  the  welL 
Within  the  fort  is  a  mofque,  the  Jofty' minaret*  of  which  had  fcrvcd 
for  a  look-out.  There  had  alfo  been  excdicnt  barradcs,  now  in 
ruira,  within  the  fortrefs:  it  appeared  to  nie  that /they  were,  ca- 
pable of  receiving  a  thoufand  men.  ConilderiAg;  that  it  was  built 
.in  a  plain,  this  fortrefs  is  of  a  very  extraordinafy  tdnfifriiifiioo. 


SYRIA,  AND  EGYPT,  193 

Further  arrangements  and  new  difpofitions  were  made  for  the 
Turkiih  artillery,  and  fuch  other  precautions  taken  as  our  approach 
towards  the  enemy  rendered  neceflary. 

Major  Hope  quitted  the  encampment  on  the  30th,  on  his  way  to 
Cairo,  with  proportions  from  his  Highnefs  the  Vizier  and  Colonel 
Holloway  to  the  French  commandant  of  that  place.  The  Major 
ivas  accompanied  by  the  Secretary  to  the  Sublime  Porte. 
f  .  Lieutenant  Milne,  of  the  Goza  fchooncr,  arrived  at  noon,  with 
overland  difpatches  from  Tineh.  He  fet  out  on  his  return  on  the 
following  day,  at  which  time  a  difpatch  from  Admiral  Blanket  was 
received '  and  forwarded  to  the  Britifh  commander  in  chief.  Other 
difpatches  were  alio  forwarded  to  the  admiral  by  Sheick  Gredded^ 
who  was  direded  to  traniadt  the  bufiiicis  in  that  quarter  for  the 
Britifh  forces. 

On  the  2d  of  May  I  found  in  my  tent  the  dried  fkeleton  of  a  large 
reptile,  apparently  a  fpecies  of  the  lizard,  which,  notwithflanding  it 
had  loft  its  tail,  meaiured  eighteen  inches  from  the  head  to  the 
flump  of  that  part.  It  had  four  leg^  with  five  toes  on  the  fore  feet^ 
and  four  on  the  hind  fcet,  fharply  pointed.  The  furfate.of  the  body 
wasfcaly.  -     > 

The  period  was  now  arrived  for  the  /all  of  the  rains  in  Ethiopia; 
And  :it  was.  certain  that  their  cfFeds  would  be  fobn  manifefled  in 
Egyptfi  by  the  rifing  of  the  Nile,  and  the  general  intindation  of  the 
countty.  A  lopfe,  dry,  and  fandy  foil  is  in  this  way  rendered  fo  fer- 
tile and  produdive,  that  it  is  faid  tbe  inhabitants  are  occaf>onally 
obliged  to  mix  fand  with  Uie  new  foil,  produced  by  the  overflowing 
of  the  waters,  to  temper  its  too  rich  and  luxuriant  quality. 
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The  heat  was  very  opprcffivc  on  the  3d,  when  the  kampfin  pre* 
vailed,  and  induced  great  debility  and  faintnefs.  I  took  a  morning*9 
ride  into  the  country,  and  paiTcd  through  fcveral  extenfivc  woods 
of  date-trees,  among  which  I  faw  a  variety  of  villages  compoied  of 
the  fame  wretched  mud  huts  with  thofe  I  have  already  defcrtbed. 
Beneath  the  fhade  of  the  date-trees  the  inhabitants  raiie  barley  oil 
cxtenfive  levels,  on  which  they  alfb  grow  tobacco.  The  corn  wa^ 
ripe,  but  not  yet  cut  down.  Several  of  the  levels  were  ftill  marlhy, 
owing  to  the  late  inundation,  which  had  d^royed  fome  of  the  plaa^ 
tattons  of  barley  and  tobacco*  'The  cows  and  bullocks  were  fine^ 
and  of  a  large  -^eed,  with  ihort  Jhorns*  I  noticed  ieveral  bufialoest 
which  were  of  a  grey  colour,  and  very  unfightly  in  their  appearance^ 
The  inhabitants  were  in  tattered  garments,  which  fcarcely  covered 
their  nakednefs,  miferably  pale  and  wan,  and  as  wretched  as  the 
dwellings  wiiich  ferved  them  for  a  flieltcr.  The  women  had  the 
face  covered  with  a  piece  of  dirty  linen.  They  are  inured  to  the  lai* 
borious  employments  of  the  field,  and  carry  on  the  head  heavy  bur* 
dens,  fuch  as  loads  of  provender  for  the  cattle,  &c  The  melons  arc 
faid  to  grow  here  to  a  very  large  fizc,  and  to  be  findy  flavoured.  In 
one  of  the  villages  I  faw  this  fruit  in  bloflbm.  Inftead  of  being 
thre(bcd,  the  corn  is  trodden,  as  in  Tuitey, 

Our  party  which  had  accompanied  the  Tdftef3ar,  arrived  on  the 
5th  from  El-Ari(h;  and  at  the  iame  time  Major  Hope,  and  the 
fecretary  to  the  Sublime  Pbrte, -arrived 'from  Cairo,  with  the  reply 
of  the  French  General  Bdiai^. 

In  the  afternoon  <  of  the  0th  we '  had  a  iiidden  guft  of  wind  from 
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the  weftward,  the  horizon  being  in  every  part  obicured^  with  a  wild 
and  tremendous  afpedl,  as  if  the  atmofphere  had  been  filled  with 
combuftion. 

Ibrahim  Pacha  quitted  the  encampment  with  three  thoufand 
men»  to  proceed  agsunft  Damietta^  in  cohfequence  of  the  terms 
offered  by  the  Vizier  not  having  been  accepted. 

We  marched  at  ten  in  the  morning  of  the  7th,  and  about  two  in 
the  afternoon  arrived  at  Korin^  a  diftance  of  fixteen  mile&  During 
the  greater  part  of  our  route/  we  marched  over  fands.  As  we  ap- 
proached the  place  of  our  deftination»  the  appearance  of  the  country 
improved^  the  foil  being  nioie  firm  and  gravelly.  The  fine  planta- 
tions of  ckte-tiws  oontinoed  to  enliven  our  march  until  we  reached 
our  deftination.  We  met  with  ieveral  hollows  filled  with  the  water 
which  the  inundation  had  left ;  and  in  the  parts  where  the  ground 
was  moiftened  vrc  obferved  that  the  inhabitants  cultivated  the  lupine 
with  great  attention.  The  plants  were  extremely  luxuriant,  and 
grew  to  the  height  of  more  than  fix  feet :  on  one  of  the  ftalks  I 
counted  upwards  of  an  hundred  and  fifty  pods.  The  barley  culti- 
vated in  patches  w^as  alio  very  promifing.  We  faw  an  abundance 
of  wild  fowl  on  our  route,  in  the  proiecution  of  which  we  made  but 
one  halt. 

Korin  is  a  long  village,  in  pafling  through  which  nothing  is  to  be 
feen  except  the  walls  of  the  mud  huts.  There  is  only  one  building 
in  brick,  a  decayed  mofque.  The  complexion  of  the  wretched,  half 
naked  inhabitants,  many  of  whom  are  afflidled  with  blindnefs,  is 
nearly  black.  They  brought  us  water  in  white  earthen  pitchers. 
Within  little  enclofures  walled  with  mud  they  have  various  kinds  of 
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fruit-trees,  ftich  as  the  date,  the  Pharaoh  fig,  die  lemon,  litne  arid 
.orange,  the  lotus  or  lote,*  and  the  pomegranate.  In  pafling  through 
the  village,  we  were  nearly  blinded  by  the  immenie  clouds  of  iandjr 
particles  which  ehvek)ped  us  on  all  fides. 

The  troops  encamped  at  a  little  difibance  from  the  village,  to  the 
eailward.  On  one  fide  of  us  lay  extenfive  fields  of  wheat,  barley, 
and  lupine,  while  on  the  other  iide  a  b^ren^deiert  was  in  our  view. 
The  foil  of  the  cultivated  fpots  was  gravelly,  but  was  covered  in 
ibme  parts  by  the  .rich  black  mud  which  the  -inundation  of  the  Nile 
had  left,  i  coHe&ed  pareeb  of  the  luptiie  feeds  aiid  whebt,  to  trjr 
the  efFed  of  their  cultivation  in  England. 

In  our  route  we  met  with  a  confiderable  number  of  mud  bualt  vil« 
lages,  furrounded  by  high  walls  made  of  earth  or  mud,  fo  as  to  form 
a  fquare,  at  each  of  the  angles  of  v^udi  there  is  either  a  round  or  a 
iquare  tower.  Elither  there  is  a  {rmll  hole  for  the  entrance  into  eack 
of  the  villages,  or  a  ladder  is  employed  to  gain  acceis  to  it.  Such 
is  the  uniform  conilru<ftiDn  of  the  buildings,  and  it  is  mofi:  probable 
for  the  folio wtng  reafons :  It  was  heceiTary,  in  the  firft  place,  that 
the  inhabitants  (liould  fecure  themielves,  their  flocks  and  cattle,  from 
the  general  inundation  of  the  Nile ;  and,  fecondly^  tbey  had  to  dread 
the  attacks  of  the  Bedouin  Arabs,  who  are  conftantly  hoflile  to  the 
Fellahs,  or  tribes  of  cultivatOBS. . 

The  inhabitants  of  Korin  .had  recently  fufifered  from  the  plague, 
which  was  ftill  making  great  ravages  in  fcvcral  adjacent  villages. 

On  the  rnorning  x>f  the  .  8th  the  Grand  Vizier,  and  Reis  £f!endi, 

.       ■    ■  ■  ■■  » — "  ■» — —  '"    ■-»   ■      ' %       ■.»«.     -     . 

•  This  tree  bears  a  pod  rcfcmbhng  a  bean  j  the  fruit,  when  ripci  lias  a  fweetilh 
odour,  aoidis  very  grateful  to  the  cattle. 
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accompanied  by  Colonel  HoUoway  and  Major  Hope,  marched  to 
Bclbeis^  With  a  fmall  part  only  of  their  letinue.  This  iiidden  mea-* 
iure  was  occi£oned  by  difcontents  which  had  broken  out  at  the 
above  place  among  the  troops  of  MUiomed  Pacha,  but  which  were 
£)on  quieted  by  the  preicnce  of  the  Vizien  The  army  was  ftill  to 
remain  encamped  for  a  few  days  at  Korin. 

From  the  time  of  our  arrival  in  Egypt,  the  iky  had  been  generally 
obfcure  during  the  day,  with  great  hazinefs  of  the  atmofphere,  which 
conilantly  difitppeared  in  the  evening.  It  is  faid  that  this  hazy  ftate 
of  atffloijphere ,  above  the  level  of  die  horizon,  is  peculiar  to  the 
country. 

In  the  (oil  in  the  vicinity  of  Kcmi'  I  ibiind  ieveral  beautiful  ftones, 
camelions,  agates,  ice.  a  fmall  -collodion  of  which  I  made.  In  the 
afternoon,  out  of  a  covey  of  partridges,  I  ihot  a  female,  the  plumage 
of  which  was  very  delicate.  The  bead  and  neck,  which  were. of  a 
dark  fawn  colour,  were  fmall  j  like  thofe  of  a  dove.  The  wings  were 
long,  with  alternate  white  and  black  feathers ;  and  the  body  of  a 
fawn  colour,  with  white  and  black  rings  on  the  bread.  The  bird 
was  imaller  than  an  Engliih  partridge. 

I  viiited,  on  the  Qth,  ieveral  of  the  neighbouring  villages,  which, 
both  with  refped  to  the  inhabitants  and  the  dwellings,  might  vie 
in  wretcbednefs  with  thofe  I  have  lately  defcribed.  Notwithiland- 
tng  there  were  abundant  crops  of  wheat  and  barley,  and  fine  herds 
of  goats,  iheep,  and  other  animals  grazing  in  the  plains,  dill  nothing 
could  be  more  deplorsMe  than  the  appearance  of  the  miierablc  cul«* 
tivators.  In  the  gardens  I  faw  melons,  pomegranates,  and  tobacco 
plants.     They  are  irrigated  by  the  means  of  a  well,  to  which  earthen 

Q  Q 
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Tcflbls  are  attaqbtl ; .  aind'  tkc  water  k  conveyed  td  cyeiy  part  of  the 
ground  by  lurraws  cut  out:  in  tai&d  eauieways« 

Flocks  of  doYCS^  which*  as  they  are  not  molefted  by  the  inhabit 

tants^  are  veiy.taaie>fi^4^'^'^*^'^^'^^^^^^^S^^^^ 

'    On  the  1  oth  difpatchca  from  the  Britifiicommander  In  chief  were 

received^  and  others  fent  ofF  In  return*     A  Turk,  who  had  remained 

prifoner  with  the  Frcich:  iince  the  retreat :of  the  Vizier  the  preced-- 

ing  yev,  and  wJsio  had,at  length  lefie^ed  hi^  efcape  firom  Rahman* 

nieh>  came  into  camp,  and  l)raught  ibme  account  of  the  fuccefles  of 

the  Britiih  troops  in  the  vicimty  of  that  pc^. '   He  fiated  that  ftiong 

patrols  had  been  detached  towards  Cairo. 

.    About'  d!U3  fimC'-a  psc&nt  !h^»  fbrwarded  "by  the  Vizier  to  the 

Britifli  fleet  and  tix>bps  at  Suez.     It  ccafifted  of  a  hundred  bullocks^ 

and  a  thoufiii^^  fowls*       '  * 

.    On  the  11  th^  9t  half  pail: 'fiye  in  the  momingrwe  matched  iirom 

Koriuy  and  reached  Belbets  about :  ten  a  clock,  having  perfbnned  a 

diftance  of  £:xteen  or  ieventeen  mile3»  over  a  pleaiant  gravelly  road. 

The  inhabitants  were  bufily  empteyed  ift  getting  in  their  corn,  which 

lay  in  great  abundance  on  the  ground.  ' :  In(l»d  of  cutting  it,  they 

phick  it  up  by  the  h)ots,  and  coUeft  it  in  heaps,  each  within  his  awn 

particular  enclofure,  where  the  grain  is  trodden  out..    We  met  with 

fcveral  plantations  of  th<  hent^.     The  dri^sd.  leaves  of  this  ihrub 

form  the  celebrated  yeHoWi  or  oxapge* colour  d^e,  ib  muchin  ufe  ia 

Turkey,  &c.     The  branches  of  it  aire  cut  low  down  to  render  it 

ilubby^    The  inhabitants  alfo  cultivate  clpvet,  lentils,  and  the  mu^ 

tard  plant.    The  country  is  open^  beii?g  a  complete  flat,  or  level ; 

und  the  road  one  continued  caufcway;  ofi  whtck:thf natives  and 
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their  cattle  rendezvous  at  the  time  6f  the  iniindationr  tor  i&elter 
themfelves  from  the  floodings  of  the  plains.- 

We  paiTed  through  ieveral  viilaged,  the  inhabitants  of  which  were 
the  feme  objefts  in  point  of  wretchednefs  with  thofc  we  liad  ob- 
ferved  on  other  parts  of  our  route.  They  \^ere  nearly  naked,  and 
the  vidims  of  difeafc  and  blindncfs.  The  children  beneath  the  age 
bf£x  years  were  completely  naked.  It  was  diftreiling  to  fee  fo 
much  mifcry  info  fine  and  fertile  a  country. 

The  troops  we  found  at  Bdbeis  were  in  an  intrenched  encamp- 
ment.    A  redoubt  had  been  cdnftruAed  by  Captain  Lacey. 

The  weather  was  oppreffivcly  hot  on  the  12tb.  Ift  a  mambout 
adjoining  to  our  camp,  the  walh  of  which -i^cre  very  thick,  fo  afi 
pcrfcdly  tlb  prevent  the  rays  of  the  fiin  from  penetrating  witbini  the 
t&ecmometer  at  qoon  ftood  at  Q7 ;  ^nd  on  the  pole  of  my  tentf, 
at  104.  *  "^         .      :        ..• 

Ia  the  evening  a  di^atch  was -received  by  the  Vizier  from  thfc 
Capitan  Pacha,  with  the  information  that  Rahmanieh  had  beelfo 
taken  poflcflion  of  by  the  combined  Britifh  ahti  Turkifh  forces.-  On 
this'occaiion  a  royal  falute  was  fired  in  the  camp. 

A  ftrong  pktrol>  or  reconnoitring  party,  of  twelve  hundred  tticri, 

> 

quitted  the  encampment  on  the  13th,  to  fcour  the  country  in  the 
diredion  of  Cairo,  and  colled  intelligence.* 

An  Englim  naval  officer  awivefl  at  tlicfame  time  with  difpatch^s 
from  Lord  Keith.  •  •  -S    : 

•  In  fending  forward  this  party,  t&e  Grand  Vizier  promifed  handfome.  rewards  to 
thofc  who  ihoulcf  bring  in  their  prifonors  unhurt. '  \i\  on  the  khcr  hand,  they  fhoiiili 
have  heeQ*{mt  to  dedth,  or  even  in  ;af)y  degree  maltreated,  no  recompcofe  'ifoukl  be 
allowed. 

Q  Q  2 

'  OXFORD 
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We  were  expofed>  on  the.  14th|  to  the  very  pataful  and  diftrefling 
tff€&s  of  the  kampiin.  To  fuch  a  degree  was  the  atmofphere  heated, 
that  the  air  which  blew  on  us  feemed  to  have  iflued  from  an  oven 
or  a  furnace.  We  wexe  nearly  fuffocated  during  this  interval  by  the 
clouds  of  duft.     In  the  morning  the  wind  was  wefterly,  but  fhifted 

'  during  the  gale,  which  was  extremely  violent^  to  the  north.     I  had 

*  

never  before  experienced  fuch  an  oppreffion  in  breathings  nor  did  I 
ever  know  the  thermometer  to  rife  fo  high.  At  ten  in  the  morning,  • 
within  a  box  perforated  to  give  a  free  admiflion  to  the  air,  and  placed 
within  my  tent,  it  rofeto  108;  and  within  the  above-mentioned 
marabout>  inqcceffible  to  the  fun's  rays,,  to  103.  At  one  o'clock  it 
wasib  high  as  1 1 2.  within  the  tent. 

Colonel  Montreibr  arrived  in  the  evening  with  diQ>atches  from 
Geneial  Hutchinibn.  The  Britiih  army  was  in  pofleffion  of  Bah* 
manieh,  in  abandoning  which  place  the  enemy  had  left  a  part  of 
:their  ficV  behind,  and  h^  fled  {precipitately  towards  Cairo.  Their 
gun-boats  and  fmall  veiTels  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  Britifh 
and  Turk ifli  forces..  Our  lofs  was  ftated  to  have  been  very  trifling; 
but  that  of  the  Turks  was  more  confiderable.  Colonel  Thompibn, 
of  the  royal  artillery,  loft  a  l^g  in  the  adion ;  and  this  brave  and  very 
meritorious  officer  died  a  few  weeks  afterwards  at  Rofetta* 

In  the  evening  I  walked  into  Belbeis,  which  is  fituated  on  an 
eminence :  the  greater  part  of  the  buildings,  formed  of  a  reddifh 
brick,  were  in  ruins.  To  the  fbuth-weft  of  the  town  ftands  a  forttcik 
built  by  the  French,  but  which  they  in  a  great  meafure  deftroycd 
previoufly  to  their  abandoning  the  place.  It  was  not  extraordinaiy 
that  they  ihould  fpike  the  gxms,  and  leave  the  fortrefs  in  a  very 
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ruinous  ftate;  but  they  very  miichievoufly  deftroyed  alio  the  prio«^ 
cipal  of  the  mofques,  of  which  there  were  fi>rmerly  three  at  Belbeis. 
On  the  weft  and  north* weft  iides  of  the  town  the  fine  fields  of  corn 
were  highly  gratifying  to  the  view  ;  but  to  the  fbuth  and  ibuth-eaft 
the  land  was  a  barren  defert.  Among  the  fruits  the  inhabitants 
cultivate  the  lime,  the  juice  of  which  was  highly  refrefhing  to  us 
during  the  intenfe  heats  which  prevailed  at  this  time. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  15th  intelligence  was  received  in 
camp  that  the  enemy's  forces  were  approaching  to  atts^k  the  army 
of  his  Highnefs  the  Vizier.  Thb  intelligence  being  afterwards  con- 
firmed^  his  Highnefs^  who  in  the  courfe  of  the  early  part  of  the  day 
had  frequent  confultations  with  Colonel  JloUoway  and  Major  Hope, 
ordered  Taher  Pacha  to  iet  out  at  the  clofe  of  the  evening  with  three 
thoufand  cavaliy,  and  three  pieces  of  artillery,  to  proceed  in  queft  of  the 
enemy,  and  to  attack  them  during  the  obfcurity  of  the  night,  (hould 
a  favourable  opportunity  pre&nt  itfelf.  At  ever}'  event  he  was  to 
employ  all  pebble  means  to  impede  them  on  their  m^rch.  About 
.three  leagues  from  Belbeis,  Taher  Pacha  fell  in  with  the  enemy, 
who,  on  perceiving  him,  halted,  as  did  alfo  the  Pacha  on  his  part. 
In  this  pofition  the  adverfe  armies  continued  during  the  whole  of 
the  night ;  when  at  length,  at  eight  in  the  morning  of  the  1 6th, 
.Taher  Pacha,  having  been  reinforced  by  about  fifteen  hundred  addi-^ 
tional  cavalry,  attacked  the  enemy.  He  was  fliortly  after  fupported 
by  Mahomed  Pacha,  with  about  five  thoufand  men,  and  five  pieces 
of  artillery,  and  during  the  adion  large  bodies  of  armed  Arabs  joined 
^he  Ottoman  forces  ;  the  Vizier  in  perfon  following,  and  animating 
by  his  exertions  the  Turkifh  troops,  on  whom  his  preience  had  a 
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vtry  fenfibk  cffc6l.  The  adlion  was  continued  for  feven*  hours  with 
but  little  intermiffion ;  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  the  enemyi 
after  having  been  driven  from  the  di'tFerent  pdfitioi^  th^y  had  taken 
up,  retreated,  but  hot  without  being  followed  up  and  haraffed  bj 
the  Turks,  by  whom  they  were  purfued  to  £1-Hanka,  a  dlfiance  of 
fcvett  miles  from  the  fpot  where  the  adion  commenced.  The  lofs 
on  either  fide  was  not  deemed  confiderable ;  but  that  of  the  French 
could  not  be  exactly  afcertained,  as  they  carried  thdr  wounded  off 
the'  field.  It  was  probably  greater  than  that  of  the  Turks,  who  had 
thirty  men  killed^  and  eighty  wounded.  On  this  occaiion  Colonel 
Holloway  and  Major  Hope  aAed  with  the  Vizier,  Captain  Lacey 
with  Mahomed  Pacha,  and  Captain  Leake  with  Taher  Pacha. 

While  in  the  field,  his  Righnefs  the  Vizier  received,  in  the  after- 
noon of  the  lOth,  from  Damietta,  official  information  of  the  capture 
of  Fort  Lefbie,  and  its  dependencies,  by  Ibrahim  Pacha,  to  whom 
the  above  fort  had  been  furrcndered  on  the  I4th. 

The  Vizier  had  upwards  of  forty  heads  brought  to  him  on  the 
-field  of  battle.  He  ordered  the  troops  to  halt  towards  the  eveningt 
leaving  a  fmall  corps  of  obfervation  to  follow  the  enemy  during  the 
night.  It  was  by  no  means  his  wi(h  that  his  troops  ihould  advance 
too  near  to  Cairo,  after  the  fatigues  of  the  adion,  left  the  enemy 
fliould  be  reinforced  by  freflx  troops  from  that  city.  They  returned, 
therefore,  to  camp  quietly  and  in  good  order,  without  betraying  the 
tumultuous  fpirit  they  had  manifefted  on  other  occafions. 

The  number  of  the  enemy,  according  to  the  ftatements  made  by 
the  French' themfelves,  amounted  to  four  thoufand  fix  hundred  in- 
fantry, and  nine  hundred  cavalry,  with  twonty^four  pieces  of  ord- 
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nance.     The  greater  part  of  thefc  troops  had  retreated  from  Rahma- 
eieh,  and  had  been  reinforced  by  detachments  from  the  garrifon  of 

Cairo.  '  - 

Notwithftanding  this  great  and  recent  fuccefs,  which  occurred  af 
9  time  when  the  event  of  a  defeat  might  have  been  attended  by  the 
moft  diftrefling  and  calamitous  coniequcnces,  the  Turks  dill  contin;ucd 
to  difplay  that  total  difregard  to  difcipline  and  good  order,  without 
which  a  happy  and  fuccefsful  ifTue  cannot  be  expeded  from  any  mi- 
litary operations.  This  negled  had  been  frequently  urged  to  them^r 
and  pointed  out  in  the  ilronged  terms  of  reprobation*  It  cannot^ 
indeed,  be  expeded,  while  they  continue  tq  entertain  the  prejudices 
by  which  they  are  now  governed,  and  while  they  pay  fo  little  atten^- 
tion  to  difcipline  in  the  field  and  in  the  canip',  but  that  they  will  \fQ 
conftantly  inferior  to  their  enemies,  although  there  arc  very  oumy 
among  them  who  are  by  no  means  deficient  in  perfbnal  bravery. 

In  the  field,  however,  the  Ottoman  army  has^  among  other  bene* 
ficial  regulations,  that  of  the  eflablifhment  of  fackars,  a  corps  felefted 
from  the  Janiflaries,  to  attend  and  fupply  the  troops  with  vvater.  Oa 
this  fervice  they  were  alfb  conflantly  employed  on  a  march.  -  They 
are  mounted  on  horfes  provided  with  bells,  to  the  end  that  their  ap- 
proach may  be  known  to  the  troops ;  and  each  horie  carries  twa 
leathern  facks  containing  about  forty  gallons  of  water.  In  a  hot 
climate  like  that  of  Egypt,  the  utility  of  fuch  an  eftablifhment  is  o]b* 
vious ;  and  it  was  owing  to  the  want  of  a  fimilar  regulation,  that  the 
French  troops,  according  to  the  report  of  General  Regnier,  fufFexed 
fo  feverely  from  thiril  on  the  1 0th  of  May. 
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Major  Wilfbn,  of  Hompefch's  regitnent^  arrived  in  the  camp 
on  the  15th  with  diipatches  from  the  Britiih  army.  He  let  ofF  in 
the  evening,  mounted  on  a  hedgin,  with  difpatches  from  the  Grand 
Vizier. 

On  the  l6th  Colonel  Holloway  received  information  from  Captain 
Chollet,  purporting  that  he  was  arrived  at  EUCatania,  in  the  Delta, 
with  a  fhiall  body  of  Britifh  cavalry. 

Several  of  our  people  were  at  this  time  attacked  with  violent  in- 
flammations of  the  eyes,  occaiioned  by  the  effeifls  of  the  kampdn, 
together  with  the  duft,  and  the  intenfe  heat  of  the  atmofphere. 

On  the  1 7th  violent  gufts  of  wind,  which  prevailed  throughout  the 
whole  of  the  day,  raiied  the  duft  to  a  prodigious  height  in  the  air. 
In  the  evening  we  had  a  violent  ftorm  of  wind  from  the  caftward, 
accompanied  by  rain.  A  French  deferter,  by  birth  a  German,  was 
on  this  day  brought  into  the  camp,  ib  exceflively  debilitated  from 
difeafe  and  fatigue,  that  he  died  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  hours. 

We  quitted  our  ground  of  encampment  at  Belbeis  at  ieven  in  the 
morning  of  the  18th,  and  after  an  agreeable  march  of  twelve  miles 
arrived  at  Mefhtoule,  a  village  diftant  from  £1-Hanka  about  three  or 
four  miles.  We  there  pitched  our  tents.  The  country  through 
which  we  had  pafled  was  a  fine  level,  with  a  black  foil  on  which 
abundant  crops  were  produced.  The  wheat,  which  in  Egypt  is  of 
the  bearded  kind,  was  perfefUy  ripe,  and,  as  well  as  the  barley,  lay  in 
great  profuiion  on  the  ground.  Flax,  lucerne,  and  the  muftard  plant, 
were  alio  cultivated. 

The  villages,  which  were  thickly  fcattered  to  the  right  and  left. 
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lirere Ycrypopulous ;  ,Mid  £he  inhabitants  appeared  to  be  much.morc 
robuft  and  healthy  than  thofe  we  had  hitherto  met,  and  were  at  the 
^jxie  time  much  better  clothed* 

*  There  was  only  one  in^onTenience  iii  our  smtit,  arifing  from  the 
broad  and  very  (toeprfifliires  in  the  earth,  whidim  many  places  im« 
peded  our  progrefs^  and  were  even  dangerous  to  the  horfes  and  cattle^ 
\ye  pafled  clofe  to  the  iite  of  the  aftion  of  the  lOth ;  and  encamped 
within  abo^t  twenty  or  twenty ^five  tnild  q£  Cairo. 
.  iCplonelMontfefor  left  the^cacrapon  tlie  mdrtling.  of  the  jQth  at 
.^eak  of  day,  with  difpat<:h/»  foe  the  BritiflMcommandcr  in  chief.  We 
marched  at  ieven  o'clock,  and  arrived  at  die  village  ofEen^eMIazcr, 
iituated  on  the  ca%rQ  hapk  lof^^hcDamifitta  branch. of  the  Nile; 
9ur  ^capipment  extending  to  the  riviyvficfcu  The  water  of  Ac 
river,  to  which  I  walked  after  <iinner,  I  foimd  of  tin  excellent  <yaality. 
Ifi  the  yillajje,  as  well  as  i^  aH  thofe  tbfongh  which  wse  had  paffed 
during  our  late  marches^  the  inhabitants  breed  vaft  flocks  of  fiib 
pigeon^  For  this  purpofe  their  boufes  are  built  of  mud  bricks  in  a 
conical  fliape,  the  lowpr  ptet  being  occupied  by  the  inmates,  and  the 
i^er  by  the  pigeons.  * 

The  op^fitry  about  Ben-€l-Hazct  is  open,  Mijthout  Ihfubs  or  brafli'. 
yood.  The  only  trees  we  met  with  were  the  date,  the  Phataoh  fig,- 
a  fmall  fedar,  and  the  lafch-troc.  The  breed  of  buflaloes  was  -rayr 
fine,  as  yws  alio  that  of  the  cows  i  the  latter  were  delicately  propor- 
tioned, and  of  .a  pale  red  colour. 

The  .Vizier's  movement,  to   the  ^bpve  place  fi«om..  Mc&toulc 
y/ias  w4t|i  a  view  to  meet  General  Hutchinfon,  the  Britifli  com«r 
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mander  in  diief,  as  well  as  the  Capltan  Pachs,  to  lAc  end  that  the 
ulterior  arrangements  tni^  he  miade. 

Intelligence  was  received  on  the  20th  that  a  body  of  ii%  hundred 
of  the  encmy^  with  five  hundred  and  fifty  ^atnels^  had  been  captured 
by  the  Britiih  army  on  the  route  leading  Yrbih;  Alexandria  to  Rah- 
manieh.  .'   -. 

At  Ben*el-Hazer  there  were  ievetai  veilels  on  the  river  of  a  pecu<*^ 
liar  conflrudion,  of  which  I  (hall  bave.  occaiion  to  ipeak  more  parti-*^ 
cularly  hereafter.  The  Ddta^  from  the  diftant  view  Ihad  of  it^ 
appeared  to  be  a  vait  plain  yielding  an  abundance  of  com  and  other 
pfodudions^  and  inteiifpcribd  with  numerous  villages  built  on  emi-'' 
ncuicfes  furroanded  by  dttte  trefcs.  Od  the  banks  of  the  Nile  the  Arab 
mhabitasts  cultivate  witcr  melons,  g6urds>  tobacco,  indigo,  which  ib 
the  Arabic  is  called  nlleh,  ^and  fomd  fewfmits,  and  other  vegetables. 

The  Vizier  was  at  this  time  indiipoied  with  fever,  and  required  my 
oonftant  attendance ;  as  did  alio  Mahomed  Pacha. 

Major  WiKon  arrived  in  the  can>p  with  difpatdies  on  the  2l£t;. 
and  fet  ont  on  the  following  morning  early^  with  difpatches  for  the 
Britiih  commander  in  chief.  In  the  courfe  of  the  morning  of  the 
latter  day.  Colonel  Stewart^  of  the  89th  regiment,  Captain  Diggens^ 
<jf  the  llthllght  dragoons,  and  three  other  BritHb .  officers,  with  a 
party  a£  light  cavalry,  came  into  the  camp  to  pay  their  compliments^ 
to  his  Highneik  the  Vitiet.  They  had  quitted  their  di^iiion^  whkk 
was  ftationed  in  the  Delta,  at  the  diftance  of  a  few  miles^  and  con-' 
fiibed  of  an  advanced  body  of  Britiih  troops,  commanded  by  Colone! 
Stewart,  who  was  to  co-<^rate  with  the  arniy  of  the  Grand  Vizier* 
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General  Hutcfainibn,  and  the  Capitan  Pacha»  wore  daily  expeded 
in  the  camp. 

Lieutenant  Janverin^  of  the  royal  navy,  was  at  this  time  fcnt  off 
With  difpatchcs  for  Swt^ 

On  the  morning  of  the  23d>  an  officer  belonging  to  the;  Briti(& 
cavalry  flationed  in  the  Delta  came  into  the  camp  with  letters.  His 
arrival  was  iollowed  by  that  of  .Major  Wilfbn.  We  experienced 
on  this  day  another  kampiin,  the  heated  wind  blowing,  with  gi^at 
violence  from  the  fouth  and  fouth-^eail:* 

•  Owing  to  the  extreme  icarcity  of  wood,  we  were  at  this  time 
under  the  neccffity  of  reibrting  for  fuel  to  dried  cow  dimg,  which 
We  purchafed  of  the  Arab  women,  who  form  it  with  chopped  (traw 
into  cakes,  and  dry  it  on  the  fides  of  their  dwellings. 

On  the  2lth  General  Hatchinfbn,  attended  by  Colonel  An- 
ftrutber,  quartcr-maftcr-general,  with  fcvcral  other  Brltilh  officers, 
and  his  fuite,  arrived  at  the  encampment,  having  accompanied  thi- 
ther the  Capitan  Pacha  in  his  barge.  On  his*  arrival  the^  Britifh 
commander  in  chief  had  an  immediate  audience  with  his  Highnefs 
the  Vizier,  who  alfo  gave  audiences  to  the  other  Britifh  officers.  Tents 
fc^  the  accommodation  of  the  party  were  pitched  clofe  to  the  Vizier's 
owri  particular  tent. 

'  I  rode  on  the  25th  on  the  banks  of  the  Nile  towards  Cairo,  and 
faw  feveral  plantations  of  indigo,  of  the  dje  obtained  from  which  the 
inhabitants  make  a  great  confumption  for  their  cotton  drciTcs. 

Colonel  Anftruther,  and  a  part  of  the  fuite  of  the  Britifh  com- 
mander in  chief,  quitted  the  camp  on  the  26th;  and  on  the  28th 
General  Hutchinfbn,  with  the  remainder  of  his  fuite,  alfo  quitted 
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tis.  Both  the  general  and  ixfiicers  were,  previouiljr  to  their  depart 
ture,  invefted  with  peliccs,  and  received  during  their  ftay  the  moii: 
conipicuous  attentions. 

A  detachment  of  Turkifh  military  arrived  in  thecan^  on  the20th^ 
l>eing  part  of  a  reinforcement  of  one  thouiand  men  expeAed  from 
Bdbeis,  &c. ;  and  a  body  of  five  hundred  Tudcifh  cavalry  quitted,  to 
join  the  Britiih  troops  in  the  Delta  under  Colonel  Stewart. 

Ophthalmy  and  diarrhoea  prevailed  at  this  time  among  the  Turkiib 
troops.  The  latter  of  thefe  difeaies  appeared  to  originate  from  thetr 
eating  too  freely  of  unripe  fruits,  fuch  as  peaches  and  apricots,  and 
alio,  of  cucumbers*  To  this  abuie  was  fuperadded  that  of  greaiy 
^dj  which  the  debility  brought  on  by  the  warqti  climate  had  ^en* 
dered  them  in  a  great  meafure  incapable  of  digefting. 
^  Lieutenant  Janyerin,  of  the  royal  navy^  arrived  on  the  30th  from 
Suez ;  and  a  p^rty  of  camels  left  the  camp  to  bring  up  a  detachment 
of  the  86th  regiment,  three  hundred  ftrong,  under  the  command  of 
Colonel  Lloyd..  This  detachment  was  to  aft  with  the  army  of  the 
Vizier.  The  camels  were  laden  with  four  thdufand  okes»  of  rice  for 
Admiral  Blanket^s  iquadron. 

We  were  reinforced  on  the .  above  day  by  a  corps  of  about  three 
hundred  Mamelukes  from  the  Said,  under  one  of  the  Ofman  Beys» 
We  learned  at  the  fame  time  that  Ofman  Bey  Tambourgis,  the  prin« 
cipal  of  thefe  Beys,  had,  together  with  eight  other  Beys,  fet  out  t* 
join  the  Britiih  army.  Their  united  force  amounted  to  fifteen  hun- 
dred cavalry,  all  coUeded  in  the  Said,  and  having  formerly  aded  xmder 
Mourad  Bey,  who  was  deceaicd* 

Lieutenant  Janverin  quitted  the  camp  on  the  3  l(l^  and  embarked 
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at  Bcn^el-Hazer  for  Damletta,  vritk  difpatches  for  Admiral  Lord 
Keith. 

On  the  morning  of  the  ift  of  June  we  quitted  our  encampment 
at  Ben*el*Hazeri  and  after  a  march  of  three  hours  arrived  at  Dagoua, 
iltuated  on  the  eaftern  bank  of  the  Nile.  We  encamped  between 
the  above  village  and  the  village  of  Tahley,  clofe  to  the  river  fide. 
We  were  accompanied  by  a  part  only  of  our  baggage,  the  remainder 
being  brought  up  the  river  in  germs^  a  kind  of  veflels  which  navigate 
the  Nile. 

A  gun-boat,  which  had  been  taken  from  the  enemy  by  the  Turks> 
anived  at  Dagoua  on  the  2d ;  and  on  the  4th  Colonel  Stewart,  Colo- 
nel Lord  Blaney»  of  the  89th  regiment,  and  Captain  Adye,  of  the 
royal  artillery,  came  to  the  camp  to  pay  their  refpeds  to  the  Vizier, 
by  whom  they  were  invefted  with  pelices* 

Colonel  Stewart,  with  the  troops  under  his  command,  croiTed  the 
Nile  on  the  5th  ;  on  which  day  Captain  Curry,  of  the  royal  navy, 
commanding  the  gun-boats,  came  to  camp,  and  had  an  audience  of 
the  Vizier,  who  inyefled  him  with  a  pelice. 

We  marched  on  the  morning  of  the  Otb»  and  about  one  oVlock, 
after  having  paifed  ieveral  villages,  arrived  at  Shoubrah  Shaabi.  This 
part  of  Egypt  appeared  to  be  well  cultivated,  and  abounded  in  gardens, 
in  which  we  (aw  a  variety  of  fruit  trees,  fuch  as  the  peach,  apricot, 
pomegranate,  fig,  lemon,  and  orange  trees.  The  cedars,  acacias,  and 
Pharaoh  fig  trees  were  planted  in  cluilers,  and  gave  a  pleafing  variety 
to  the  f^ce  of  the  country,  at  the  ftme  time  that  they  afforded  an 
agreeable  (hade.  An  abundance  of  corn  was  every  wht^e  produced ; 
and,  in  addition  to  the  indigo,  the  carthamus  was  cultivated  in  the 
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fields.  Large  herds  of  oxen^  cows^  and  buffaloes^  were  grazing  in 
<?^ery  diredion. 

In  our  march  of  this  day  we  obtained  a  fight,  for  the  firft'timd,  of 
the  two  great  pyramids  of  Giza.  The  troops  encamped  clofe  to 
the  river;  and  in  the  afternoon  the  Turkifti  gun  boats,  commanded 
by  Captain  Curry,  arrived  at  Shoubrah  Shaabi.  Major  Wil&n  alfo 
arrived  with  diipatches. 

The  troops  commanded  by  Colonel  Stewart  arrived  at  Shoubrah 
Shaabi  on  the  morning  of  the  /th,  and  took  up  their  flation  within 
a  mile  of  our  encampment,  whence  Major  Willbn  and  Captain  Lacey 
iet  out  on  a  recomioitring  party. 

I  rode  in  the  morning  along  the  bank  of  the  river,  to  the  vicinity 
of  Shellacan,  or  Charlacan^  at  the  jun<flion  of  the  two  branches  of  the 
Nile,  and  had  thence  a  view  of  Cairo,  as  well  as  of  the  pyramids  of  Giza. 

On  the  banks  of  the  Nile  the  Arabs  cultivate  the  dourra,  or 
Indian  corn,  which,  at  the  date  of  this  part  of  the  narrative,  grew 
very  luxuriantly.  There  were  alfo  large  plantations  of  Water-melons, 
tobacco,  indigo,  &c.  Shellacan  is  diftant  from  Shoubrah  Shaabi 
about  four  miles  and  ii  half,  and  from  Cairo  about  eleven. 

An  Arab  arrived  at  this  time  from  Suez  with  the  intelligence  that 
the  80th  regiment  was  on  its  way  from  that  place,  and  would  join 
the  Ottoman  forces  in  the  courie  of  two  days. 

On  the  morning  of  the  8th  his  Higbnefs  the  Vizier  went  in  great 
ftate  to  vifit  the  Britilh  troops  commanded  by  Colonel  Stewart 
About  four  hundred  fick  from  General  Hutchinfon's  army  were 
landed  from  the  river  at  Shoubrah  Shaabi.  The  difeafcs  chiefly  pre- 
vailing among  them  were  dyfcntery,  ophthalmy,  and  fever. 


SYRIA,  AND  EGYPT.  311 

Wc  marched  at  fix*  in  the  moming  of  the  gth,  and  arrived  at  Shel-^* 
lacan  at  ten  o'clock.  We  encamped  on  the  banks  of  the  Nile,  a 
mile  to  the  ibuth  of  the  village,  the  Britiih  troops  commanded  bj 
Colonel  Stewart  taking  their  ftation  a  little  in  the  rear  of  the  Vizier's 
encampment.  On  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  river  the  Britifli  army, 
and  the  troops  commanded  by  the  Capitan  Pacha,  were  encamped. 
Accounts  were  tliis  day  received  from  Colonel  Lloyd,  who  had 
reached  El-Hanka  from  Suez.  In  croffing  the  defcrt,  the  troops 
under  his  command  had  fufFcred  very  fevercly. 

I  rode  in  the  afternoon  to  Harracbneah,  a  village  diftant  three 
miles  from  Shellacan,  and  eight  from  Cairo.  Near  this  village  Tahet 
Pachahad fixed  his  encampment. 

On  the  loth,  in  the  moming,  the  detachment  of  the  86th  regi* 
ment,  commanded  by  Colonel  Lloyd,  arrived  in  camp,  and  joiiied 
the  Britifti  troops  under  Colonel  Stewart.  Gunner  Foftcr,  belong-* 
ing  to  the  million,  died  fuddenly  from  an  attack  of  fever. 

Captain  Stevenibn,  of  the  royal  navy,  who  at  that  time  com-^ 
manded  the  flotilla  of  gun-boats  ftationed  on  the  Nile,  came  into 
camp  to  pay  his  refpeAs  to  the  Vizier. 

I  rode,  on  the  morning  of  the  1 1th,  along  the  banks  of  the  Nile^ 
to  within  about  five  or  fix  miles  of  Cairo,  and  paflTed  through  the 
villages  of  Harrachncah,  Abblcwed,  Heliub,  and  Bcifous.  My  com- 
panions and  myfcK  halted  near  a  marabout,  beneath  the  (hade  of 
fome  fine  Pharaoh  fig- trees,  or  fycamorcs,  and  had  from  thence  a 
delightful  view  of  Cairo,  Boulac,  and  their  environs.  We  could  alfo 
diftinguiih  the  three  principal  pyramids  of  Saccara.  To  the  eailward 
of  the  marabput,  dillant  about  half  a  mile,  vve  ikw  a  handfome  fton< 
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bridge,  paved  with  fine  marble,  and  provided  with 'fix  arches.  At 
thisipot  Mr.  Bead,  the  draughtfman/made  a  iketcb,  which  is  given 
in  Plate  XVII.  Cairo,  Boulac,  &c.  appearing  in  the  diflance. 
.  The  carthamus,  the  flower  of  which  is  employed  as  a  yellow  dye, 
ivas  cultivated  in  great  abundance.  From  the  bruifcd  feeds  of  this 
plant  the  inhabitants  alfb  exprefs  an  oil  to  burn  in  their  lamps. 

In  the  afternoon  of  this  day  Generals  Craddock  and  Doyle,  and 
feveral -other  Britifh  officc^rs,  came  tq  the  camp  to  pay  their  re/pe6{s 
to  the  Grand  Vizier.    . 

Preparations  were  made,  on  the  i  3th,  to  throw  a  bridge  of  boats 
gcrois  the  Nile  at  Beiibus>  under  the  diredion  of  Brigadier-general 
Lawfbn,  of  the  royal  artillery;  and  on  the  14tb^  at  four  in  the 
morning,  the  Britifh  troops  made  a  movement. 
;  On  the  morning  of  the  15th  we  quitted  our  ground  of  encamp^ 
ment  at  Shellacan^  and  marched  to  Beifbus,  whence  we  had  a  fine 
view  of  Cairo,  iituated  at  the  diitance  of  about  four  or  five  miles  from 
the  ftation  we  had  taken.  During  the  day-time,  when  the  foil  be- 
iiomes  heated  by  the  rays  of  the  fun,  forming  a  ha2e  of  the  atma* 
iphere,  to  judge  with  accuracy  of  diflances  in  Egypt  is  extremely 
difficult. 

:  To  proteft  the  bridge  of  boats  over  the  Nile,  which  was  nearly 
completed,  the  Britifli  army  marched  towards  Cairo  on  the  morning 
of  the  1 6th,  at  which  time  Colonel  Stewart  proceeded  with  his  de- 
tachment along  the  eaftem  bank  of  the  river,  to  the  canal  in  front 
of  Shubra,  Taher  Pacha,  Mahomed  Pacha,  and  feveral  of  the 
Mamelukes,  advanced  on  the  left  of  the  above  detachment,  and 
proceeded  to  the  vicinity  of  the  ftone  bridge  at  Kantara. 
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On  the  1 7  th  difcon tents  broke  out  among  the  JanliTaries,  on  ac* 
count  of  the  Britiih  troops  under  Colonel  Stewart,  and  the  corps  of 
Turks  commanded  by  Taher  Pacha,  being  advanced  in  their  front 
A  deferter  belonging  to  the  French  cavalry  came  into  the  camp.  He 
i/vas  followed  by  two  others  on  the  1  Sth,  who  were  nearly  naked, 
the  little  covering  they  had  oioi  them  confiding  of  tattered  garments 
which  had  belonged  to  Arabs.  They  had  deferted  fifteen  days  be* 
fpre,  and  had  been  in  the  a^on  of  £l-Hanka  on  the  1 0th  of  the 
preceding  month.  According  to  their  report,  the  number  of  French 
troops  amounted,  on  that  occafion,  to  nearly  fix  thbufand  men« 
They  had  fufFered  a  great  lofi ;  but  to  what  preciie  extent  thefe 
^eferters  could  not  aicertain.  They  confirmed  the  general  accounts 
of  the  wi(h  of  the  French  (who  were  heartily  tired  of  the  warfare  in 
Egypt)  to  fiirrender  to  the  Britifh  forces ;  and  exprefiTed  the  extreme 
rekidance  they  woidd  feel  at  being  obliged  to  fiirrender  ieparately 
to  the  Turks. 

I  rode  on  the  morning  of  the  20th  to  Heliub^  fituated  at  the  dis- 
tance of  two  miles  and  a  half  to  the  north  of  the  camp.  The  inha- 
bitants  were  bufied  in  preparing  the  indigo  plant  for  ufe.  To  this 
end  the  plants  were  cut  into  fmall  portions,  and  thrown  into  warm 
water,  in  which  having  lain  fimmering  for  a  (hort  time,  they  were, 
together  with  the  liquor,  thrown  into  earthen  jars.  In  this  ftate  the 
liquor  very  foon  acquires  a  blue  colour. 

On  the  morning  of  the  21  ft  the  Britiih  army  under  the  command 
of  General  Hutchinibn,  together  with  the  troops  commanded  by 
the  Gapitan  Pacha,  and  the  Mamelukes^  marched,  and  took  up  a 
ppfition  before  Giza ;  at  the  fame  time  that  the  Britifli  troops  under 
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Colonel  Stewart  marched  with  the  Vizier's  army,  and  encamped 
between  Shubra  and  Cairo.  The  latter  took  up  a  pofition^  with 
their  right  extending  to  the  river>  and  their  left  towards  the  defert^ 
a  fmall  canal  being  in  the  front.  Taher  Pacha,  with  a  corps  of  dif* 
mounted  Amauts,  pofted  himfelf  at  Jzaoui ;  and  feveral  pickets  were 
advanced.  By  thefe  movements  Cairo  and  Giza  were  in  a  great 
degree  invefted.  At  this  time  the  Ottoman  army,  under  the  com- 
rnslnd  c^  his  Highncfs  the  Vizier,  Amounted  to  about  twelve  thou* 
iand  cavalry,  feven  thoufar\d  infantry,  and  about  one  thoufand  artil* 
lery,  with  a  large  battering  train,  and  forty  pieces  of  light  artillery. 

The  enemy  having  on  the  23d  lent  but  a  flag  of  truce  to  the 
commanders  in.  chief,  requiring  the  pre&nce  of  a  Britilh  ofiicer  of 
rank,  General  Hope  was  appointed  to  that  fervice,  and  ^n  armiilice 
agreed  on  for  forty-eight  hours.  ' 

'  Early  in  the  morning  qf  the  24fch,  a  tfag  of  truce  was  (cnt  into 
Cairo  by  the  Britifh  commander  in  chief  and  the  Grand  Vizier. 
Major  Birch  and  the  Jebedgi  Baihi  were  the  bearers  of  this  flag. 

General  Beliard,  oh  the  25th,  fent  into  camp  three  Turks  who 
had  been  found  under  the  walls  of  Cairo,  otifervlng,  that  it  was 
owing  to  the  high  refpeft  he  entertained  for  the  Grand  V^ziei:  that 
he  had  delivered  them  up,  inftead  of  treating  theni  as  fptcs.  They 
were  ordered  by  the  Vizier  to  be  put  to  death  immediately. 

The  effeds  of  climate  and  £ttigue  hegm  now  to  :manifeft  thetp^ 
felves  among  the  Britifh  troops,  many  of  whom,  wete  attacked- by 
fever,  dyfentery,  diarrhoea>  and' ophthalmy. 

During  the  armifUce  Ac  Grand  Vizier  went  daily  to  a  village 
fituatcd.in  the  front  of  the  encampment,,  to  prevent  irregularities 
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among  his  troops,  who  had  manifeiled  a  deilre  to  advance  tpo  farj 
and  had  diifcovered  fome  diflatisfadtion  while  the  treaty  .was  pending* 

On  the  28th,  in  the  evening,  about  two  hundred  Britifh  troops^ 
and  one  hundred  Janiflaries,  entered  and  took  pofleflion  of  Fort 
Shoulkouiki,  fo  named  after  one  of  the  aids-du-carpp  of  Bonaparte> 
killed  in  Egypt.  It  was  delivered  up  agreeably  to  the  convention 
which  had  been  agreed  on;  and  at  the  fame  time  the  gate  of  the 
pyramids  of  Gaza  was  furrendered  to  the  troops  ordered  for  that  fer- 
vice  by  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  Britiih  forces. 

Hofiages  were  exchanged  on  each  fide  for  the  due  performance  of 
the  convention.  ,   '     '      > 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  29th  I  rode  to  Hcliopolis,  or  the  city  ci 
the  fun,  iituated  at  the  diilance  of  about  three  miles. to  thi;  norths 
eafl  of  the  camp.  It  is  at  prefent  called  Matta*i!eah,.and  is  the  Oir 
of  the  fcriptiiral  writings. !  It.  ii  celebrated  for  a  fountaio;  of  excel- 
lent water;  and  here  ftahds  a  fine  granite  colui;nn,  nearly  icrenty 
feet  in  height,  with  numerous  bidroglyphics  upott  it .  Several  other 
<X)lumns,  one  of  which  was  ^fte^wardsi carried  to  Bom^e^  and  another 
<to  ConAantinople,  alicieittly  fiiood  on  the  fite  of  Hdiiopblist .  A 
temple  dedicated  to  the  fun  is  iaid  alio  formerly  to  have  Hood  here. 

On  the  2d  of  July  three  boats,  with  two  hundred  Fr^cii  fick^ 
failed  down  the  river  to  be  embarked  for  France. !  An  .'hundred  and 
fifty  boats  were  fent  to  Boukc  and  to  Roudah,  io  be  ia  feadineis  to 
receive,  the  baggage  of  thie  French  troops  who  had  capitulated. .  The 
Nile  w.as  at  thiis  time  rlfing  daily. .  In  thc.fequel  I  Ihall  enter  into  a 
l^rticular  detail  pf  its  rife.and  fubfeqwentfall  during  my  fbiy  in.  £gyp£. 

Generals  Moore  and  Hope  jcarne  to  the  camp  tm  the  .3d  to  pay 
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their  refpcds  to  the  Vizier.  It  being  the  firft  vifit  of  the  latter  of 
tbcfc  general  officers  fince  the  convention  had  been  figncd,  he  was 
invefted  with  a  pclice  by  command  of  his  Highnels  the  Vizier.     . 

Several  boats  filled  with  fick  French  went  down  the  Nile  to  Ro- 
fetta  on  the  Sth* 

A  violent  vomiting,  unaccompanied  by  any  other  complaint,  af^ 
fefted  at  this  time  a  confiderable  number  of  perfons  in  camp.  I  was 
led  to  account  for  it  by  the  relaxation  and  debility  brought  on  by 
the  extreme  heat  of  the  weather,  which  had  had  the  effeft  of  weak- 
ening the  organs  of  digefiion.  As,  however,  it  came  on  in  mod: 
cafes  very  fuddenly,  I  examined  both  the  copper  utcnfils  employed 
in  cooking,  and  the  water  of  the  Nile,  which  at  the  time  of  the  rifing 
of  that  river  is  very  thick  and  muddy,  but  could  impute  thb  com>- 
plaint  to  neither  of  thefe  caufes. 

I  was  informed  that  there  were  fcveral  cafes  of  malignant  fever 
among  the  troops,  who  were  alfo  attacked  very  generally  by  dyfen- 
tery,  diarrhoea,  and  ophthalmy.  ^  In  the  latter  of  thefe  complaints 
the  eyes  became  red  and  painful,  and  the  lids  fb  fwoUen  almofl:  im^* 
mediately  after  the  attack,  that  in  the  courfb  of  a  few  hours  the  cyts 
were  entirely  clofed.  In  addition  to  thefe  difeaies,  the  prickly  heat 
and  inflammatoiy  eruptions  of  the  ikin  were  veiy^  prevalent,  and 
appeared  to  have  beea  brought  on  by  great  irritation  on  the  fiirface 
of  the  body^  which,  ia  coniequence  of  the  excefilve  heat  of  the 
weather,  was  cavered  by  a  copious  tranfudation  from  the  pores.  It 
is  not  difficult  to  conjeAure  that  this  difeafed  ftate  of  the  ikin  might 
have  been  occaiioned  by  a  check  given,  for  however  ihort  a  period^ 
to  the  paflage  of  the  peripirable  matter. 
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The  corpft  of  General  Klebcr  was  on  the  6th  raiied  by  the  Frcnph. 
jfrom  the.  tomb  in  which  it  had  been  depoiited  at  Fort  Ibrahim  Bey,, 
under  a  generab  difcharge  of  artillery  from  the  fbrts^  citadel^  &c.  This; 
ftep  was  preparatory  to  its  being  conveyed  to  France. 

The  Vizier  paid  a  viiit.  to.  the.Capitan.  Pacha j  and  ali^  to  General 
Hutchinfon^: 

About  this  time  our  exigence  was  rendered  very  uncomfortable 
by  the  immenfe  clouds  of  duft  which  were;  thrown  up  daily,  about 
one  or  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  by  the  frefh  breezes  which  ge- 
nerally blew  &onx  the  north* weft.  To  the  great  heat  of  the  at- 
moiphercy  as  well  as  to  the  irritation  produced  by  the  duft  on  the 
organ  of  vifion,  the  prevalence,  of  ophthalmy  in  Egypt  atthi&feaibn 
may  certainly  be  afcribed; 

The  French  Generals  Morand  and  Dongelotj  who  had  negociated 
the  convention  on  the  part  of  General  Bcliard,  were  on  the  8th  in« 
vefted  with  pclices  by  command  of  his  Highnefs  the  Vizier. 
.  On  the  Qth  General  Hutchinfbn.  and  the  Capitan  Pacha  had  each 
of  them  a  conference  with  the  Vizier ;  and  in  the  evening  Colonel 
Stewart,  with  the  89th  regiment,  and  a  detachment  of  the  86th». 
marched,  and  took .  pofleffion  of  the  citadel  of  Cairo.  *  ' 

The  Vizier  on  the  10th  marched  with,  his  whole  army,  and  enr 
camped  near  to  the  works  of  Cairo,  and  clofe  in  with  Boulac.  He 
afterwards  entered  the  town,  attended. by  hisfuite,  and  having  vifitcd 
the  principal  ftreets>  baz9rs>  and  public  places,  returned  to  camp. 

Early  in  the  morningr  of  the  11  th  the  miffion  marched  into  Cairo, 
and  was  immediately  put  in  pofteflion  of  the  houie^  the  property  of 
Kaftan  Bey,  one  of  the  Mamelukes^  which  had  been  recently  occu- 
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pied  by  the  FFench  Inftitute*  The  forts  IniUtute  and  Ibrafaim  Bey, 
on  this  iide  of  the  Nile,  together  with  the  ifland  of  Kouda  and  Giza 
on  the  oppofite  bank,  were  ftill  In  the  pofleffion  of  the  French. 

In  pailing  through  the  Arrets  I  obierved  diat  the  principal  of  ttha 
bazars  were  (hut,  there  being  bqt  few  coniinodttieES  for  iale.  The 
utmoil  tranquillity  prevailed  ;  and  many  of  the  inhabitants,  who  had 
the  fame  wretched  appeareiiice  with  thofe  of  the  other  tbWns  and 
villages  of  Egypt,  laluted  us  on  our  way, 

I  rode  after  dinner  to  the  citadel,  iituated  on  ah  emiaence  beneath 
Mount  Mokatam,  by  which  it  k  commanded;  The  buildings  witihin^ 
fide  were  for  the  greater  part  in  ruins^  little  attention  having  latterly 

•  »        ■ 

been  paid  except  to  tho&  which  were  calculated  for  defence,. and 
which 9  on  a  cloie  infpe^ion,  appeared  to  be  but  ill  adapted  to  iuch  a 
purpoie.  The  commanding  poiition  of  the  citadel,  Svhich  occupies 
a  great  extent  of  ground,  is,  notwithftanding,.iiich  as  to  enable  thoie 
within  to  annoy  the  enemy  on  his  approach,  ^irom  thp  qiiarters  of 
Colonel  Stewart  I  had  a  very  Complete  and  exteniive  view  of  Old 
Cairo,  Grand  Cairo,  Boulac,  Giza^  the  iiland  of  Rouda,  the  Pyra« 
roids,  the  Nile,  &c.  The  grand  aquedud  rifmg  frdm  the  Nile,  and 
afcending  to  the  caftle  with  upwards  of  two  hundred  arches,  was 
diftint^ly  in  fight. 

On  the  14th,  the  30th  and  86th  regiments  took  pofleifion  of  the 

•  •     »  . 

forts  on  the  fide  of  the  Nile  on  which  we  were  encamped..     A  party 

'  »      •  •  » 

of  Mamelukes  and  Ariiauts  croffed  the  river,'  to  accompany  the 

French  troops,  who  were  to  leave- Rbuda  on  the  following  morning. 

« 

Thofe  who  had  capitulated  amounted  tf>  aboujt  twelve  tfaoufand;  and 
were  to  be  accompanied  to  FrAnce  by  the  Coptic  OeaQral  Yacouliv 
and  a  confiderable  number  of  male  and  female  Arabs. 
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Irbde  oh  tBe  morning  of  the  15th  to  the  reiervoir  of  the  aquedud 
<m  the  bank  of  the  Nile,  in  the  vicinity  of  which  labourers  were 
employed  in  banking  up  the  earth  to  prevent  the  influx  of  the  Nile 
.during  its  afcent^  until  a  particular  period  when  the  mound  which 
has  been  thus  thrown  lip  is  broken  down  with  great  ceremony,  and 
vthe  waters  allowed  to  pais  through  Grand  Cairo  by  the  canal  which 
is  by  Savaiy  denominated  the  Prince  of  the  Faithful.. 
:  In  paffing  through,  the  gateway  whicL  leads  to  Old  Cairo  beneath 
the  aquedudiy  I  met  with  Several  columns  of  red  ipotted  granite,  ibme 
of  which  were  in  a  tolerably  pcrfedl  ftate,  and  were  more  than  forty 
-ieet  in.  lengthy  with:  a  diameter  of  five  feet. 

r  I  viilted  in. the  evcnihga^bath  (ituated  near  the  houfe  in  which  we 
:were  lodged.  It'  difieredan  this  reipedl.  from  the  baths  of  Conftantii- 
nople^  that  it  was  neceilary  to  defcend  into  a  iquare  ciflern  of  warm 
water,  fupported  to  a  certain'  height  by  the  conftant  introdudion  of 
that  fluid.  '  The  bath  wiis  very  tieat,  and  paved  with  marbles  of  dif- 
ferent colours,  which  were  {o  difpofed  as  to  referable  a  tefTelated 
pavement.  Indeed,  the  floors  of  the  greater  part  of  the  principal 
houfes  at  Cairo  are  paved  in  this  manner,  ib  as  to  produce  a^cboL  and 
•pleafmg  effeft.  .  / 

Cairo  and  its  dependencies  were  on  the  above  day  evacuated  by  the 
French,  agreeably  to  the  convention r  They  were  accompanied  on 
their  march  by  the  Britifh  troops  and  a  part  of  the  Turkifli  army. 
Britifii  garrifbns  were  at  the  fame  time  thrown  into  Giza  and  Fort 
Ibrahim  Bey.  The  baggage  belonging  to  the  French  was  fcnt  down: 
the  river  in  an  immenfe  number  of  germs. 

On  the  morning  of  the  1 6th  I  rode  to  the  Mekias  or  Nilomctcr;  It 
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derives  its  name  from  the  ufe  to  'Which  it  has  been  dedicated,  Me- 
kias  iignifying  a  meafure.  It  is  'fituated  on  the  fouthern  extremity 
of  the  iHand  of  Rouda,  which,  when  compared  with  the  country  we 
had  recently  paffed  through,  had  the  appearance  of  a  nicely  cultiyated 
garden.  Within  this  buildkig  there  is  a  lofty  flone  column,  pro- 
vided with  a  capital  of  the  Corinthian  order.  It  rifes  from  a  iquare 
deep  bafin,  its  inferior  extremity  having  a  communication  with  the 
Nile,  the  waters  of  which,  in  »fcending,  hare  a  iree  inlet  Upon 
the  column  are  .marked  the  different  degrees  of  the  elevation  of  the 
waters  ;  and  thefe  degrees  are  noted  down  in  proportion  as  the  nvcr 
rifes  or  falls.  In  the  former  of  thefe  cafes,  when  it  has  afcended  to 
the  height  of  fourteen  cubits,  the  mound  wiiich  had  berai  thrown  up 
at  the  mouth  of  the  canal,  denominated  the  canal  of  the  Prince  <if 
the  Fdthful,  is  broken  down,  to  the  end  that  the  lefrefhing  and  ier«- 
tiltzing  waters  may  fpread  thcmfelvcs  through  the  city^  and  over  the 
whole  of  the  adjacent  level  country  to  the  northward  .of  Grand 
Cairo,  &C. 

On  the  above  day  his  Highneis  &e  Grand  Vizier  made  his  public 
•entry  into  Cairo,  xmder  a  general  difchar^  of  artillery,  and  amidii: 
the  acclamations  of  the  inhabitants,  who  were  aflembkd,  in  immense 
numbers  on  this  great  and  fblemn  occafion.  The  whole  of  the  cere- 
mony was  conduded  without  the  fmalleft  confufion^. 


"^     r 
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CHAPTER  Xin. 

t 

EXCURSIOK  TO  THE  PYRAMIDS  OP  GIZA — TflE  THREE  CHEAT  PYRA.MIDS— 
ENTRANCE  INTO  THE  GREAT  PYRAMID— DIMENSIONS  OP  THE  GREAT 
PYRAMID— OP  THE  CHAMBERS  WITHINSIDE — PASSAGES  INTO  THE  PYRA- 
MID  GALLERY ^THE  GREAT    SPHYNX VESTIGES  OP  ANTIQUE  BUILD- 

I^GS..-.ASCENT   TO  THE  SUMMIT  OP  THE   EXTERIOR DISTANT  VIEW  OP 

THE  PYRAMIDS  OP  SACCARA ^PRESENT  PROM  THE   8ULTAN  TO  THE  VI« 

ZlSa CEREMONY  ON   THIS    OCCASION FESTIVAL   ON  THE  BIRTH-DAT 

OP    THE    MOTHER   OP  MAHOMEDr-^^ARRIAGE   PROCESSION   AT    CAIRO— 

DETAIXS  RELATIVE    TO   THE    PLAGUE INDISPOSITION    OF    THE  GRAND 

VIZIER — DEATH  OP  MR.  WHITEMAN UNHEALTHINESS  OP  THE  CLIMATE 

OP  EGYPT ^SXCESSITE  HEAT— THED ATE  TREE  AND  ITS  FRUIT— OPENING  ^ 

OP  THE  CA77AL INUNDATION  OP  THE  NIIJ& INTERESTING  CONVERSA- 
TION WITH  AN  ABYSSINIAN  PRIEST— CONFIRMATION  OP  BRUCE's  A^V^ 
THENTICITY — 'VOYAGE    IN    COMPANY  WITH   MR.  CLARKE  AND  OTHERS 

TO  VIEW  THE  PYRAMIDS  OF  SACCARA^  AND  THE   PLAIN  OF  MUMMIES 

SHEICK  ATMAN— ARAB  MARRrAG£-*-PYBAMIDS  OF  SACCARA — PLAIN  OF 
TH£MX>MMI£S — SUPPOSED  SITS  OF  MEMPHIS*->-D£SCBNT  INTO  THE  CA- 
TACOMBS— ^HORRID  APPEABANCE«— PIT  OR  CATACOMB  OF  RIRDS— - 
EGYPTIAN  IDOLS. 

A  BOUT  this  period  I  made  an  cscut&m,  witli  a  party^  to  the 
.pyramids'of  Giza,  of  vrhieh  the  three  principal  are  in  a  tole** 
raUe  ftate  df  prefer vadon.  Several  of  a  fiiialler  fize  are  iituated  vei^ 
near  to  each  other,  in  a  dire<5);ion  from  eaft  to  wefl^  behind  the  for- 
mer. One  ofthe  latter^  however,  biiilt  of«fiift  calcareous  flone, 
was,  whenl  faw  them,  rapidly  falling  to  decay. 
Of  the  three  great  pyramids  one  is  of  an  extraordii^iy  bulk  ;  the 


/^ 


322  TRAVELS  IN  ASIATIC  TURKEY, 

fecond  is  but  little  inferior  to  it  in  fize  ;  and  the  third  comparatively 
fmall,  but  the  proportions  of  it  would  be  confidered  as  very  great,  if 
it  was  placed  in  an  ifolated  ftate  from  the^  others.  This  fmaller  of 
the  three  principal  pyramids  appears  to  have  been  finiflied  with  infi* 
nite  pains  and  labour,^  the  earth  which  furrounds  it  being  covered  oa 
all  fides  with  immenfe  blocks  of  beautiful  red  granite  and  porphyry, 
with  which  it  is  highly  probable  it  was  originally  coated;  On^- 
vefalofthe  blocks  there  are  deep  furrows,  from  which  it  wouldTecm 
that  they  had  been  anciently  connedcd  together  by  metallic  hoops 
or  faftenihgs,  which  having  been  corroded  by  tinie,  by  the  occafional 
mojfturc  of  the  atmofphere,  and  by  other  caufes,  the  blocks  had  beea 
ictat  liberty,  and  had  fucceffively  fallen  to  the  ground. 

The  whole  of  thefe  ftupendous  monuments  of  antiquity,  which>if 
they  cannot  boaft  of  any  particular  elegance  of  ftru'dfture,  arc  notwith- 
Handing  very  extraordinary  efforts  of  human  enterprife  and  labour, 
are  built  of  a  calcareous  fubflance,  fome  parts  of  which  are  hard,  and 
others  of  a  fofter  texture.  On  the  larger  of  the  pyramids*!  engraved 
my  name  near  to  the  entrance  without  any  difficulty  ;  and  in  io 
doing  followed  the  example  of  thoufands  of  perfons  who  had  thus 
commemorated  their  vifit  to  this  celebrated  fpot.  In  entering  within 
I  afcendedbuta  fmall  difiancc,  contenting*  my felf;  with  barely  pene- 
trating into  the  narrow  pafTage.  My  companions  were;  however, 
in  general,  more  adventurous,  and  fupplied  me  with  a  variety  of  in-: 
terefling  fafts  and  obfervations.  * 

The  pyramids  of  Giza  are  fituated  about  ten  rniles  to  the  fbuth- 
wefl  of  Cairo,  on  an  elevated  and  rocky  ground,  the  furfacc  of  which 
is  covered   with  white   fands,  farming  the  yidgc  of  the  Lybian 
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mountains  by  which  the  inundation  of  the  Nile  is  bounded  to  the 
weft  ward.  Their  planes  are  dire  Aed  towards  the  four  quarters  of 
the  globe.  The  external  dimenfions  of  the  great  pyramid  have  been 
the  fubjcd  of  much  difpute  :  neither  of  its  fides  being  level  with  the 
others,  it  was  difficult  to  find  the  true  Horizontal  bafe ;  but  the 
length  of  the  fuppofed  bafe  has  been  varioufly  eftimated  at  from  fix 
to  eight  hundred  Englilh  feet.  According  to  the  meafurement  lately 
taken  by  the  French,  however,  the  height  of  the  great  pyramid  is  frx 
hundred  feet,  and  its  ba(c  feven  hundred.  Above  the  great  chamber 
withinfide,  ip  which  the  farcophagus  or  coffer  is  depofited,  there  is  a 
fmaller  chamber  about  eighteen  feet  in  length  and  in  width.  The 
firft  pafl!age  by  which  the  vifitor  defcends  into  the  pyramid  is  more 
than  an  hundred  feet  in  length.  That  which  leads  to  the  great 
chamber  is  nearly  of  the  fame  extent ;  and  the  main  gallery  is  iu 
length  an  hundred  and  fifty  feet,  I  have,  been  favoured  by  a  Britiih 
officer  of  engineers  with  the  following  meafiirement,  taken  with  the 
utmoft  precifion,  both  of  the  great  chamber  and  of  the  farcophagus. 
It  is  as  follows ; 


, 

Feet. 

Inchetk 

I/cngth  of  the  chamber        • 

•          34 

4 

Breadth  of  the  fame              » 

17 

i 

L/ength  of  the  farcophagm 

^         «•         0 

6 

Width  .of  its  interior        «• 

•          -         2 

H 

Depth  of  the  fame 

^         -       2 

8 

Height  withoutiide 

3 

H 

Thicknefs  of  the  flone 

• 

0 

T  T  2 
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The  great  pyramid  does  not  appear,  any  more  than  the  others,  tor 
have  been  fimihed  according  to  the  original  defign.  The  lawer  part» 
or  foundations^  interiody,  feem  to  have  been  formed  of  the  incrusta- 
tions of  the  rocky  fnrface,  which,  in  pailuig  through  the  narrow  pai7» 
iages,  15  perceptible  ia  fevcral  places. 

At  the  time  of  our  vifit  the  heat  was  extremely  oppreffivc.  I  cot- 
ledled  ieveral  fragments  of  the  calcareous  ftonc  employed  in  the  coiw 
ftrudion  of  the  pyramids,  together  with  &veral  detached  pieces^  of 
granite.  At  the  diftance  of  about  two  hundred  yard^  to  the  eaft  of 
the  great  pyramid  is  the  Sphynac,  a  foilpturcd  head  of  an-  enormous 
flze  hewn  out  of  the  iblid  rock,  though  it  &ems  by  the  veins  in  the 
ftones  to  be  composed  of  ieveral  flones  laid  upon  another,  and  iup* 
ported  by  feveral  large  blocks  of  ilone  which  form  the  Ibwer  part  of 
the  buft,  and  which  have  beea  fbmewhat  decayed  by  time.  The  fea-^ 
tures  of  this  ilujmidous  figure  (about  twenty«five  feet  in  height,  and 
fifteen  from  the  ear  to  d»e  chin)  are  tolessd^ly  preferved,  with  the  ex** 
ccptioQ  of  the  nofe,  which  has  beenr  wantonly  mutilated.  It  was  ft>!V 
merly  conjedured  that  the  head  of  the  Sphynx  was  conne^ed  with  a 
body  of  proportionate  dimeniions ;  but  the  French,  by  digging  away 
the  fand  round  its  fouadation^^  have  diemonftrated  the  erroneoufnefs 
of  this  opinion.  The  features  of/  this  en(urmous  buft  are  feminine^ 
and  in  fbme  degree  refemble  the  Ethiopian  or  Nubiao  rsKX. 

In  the  vicinity  of  the  pyramids  we  met  with  the  veiliges  of  ieveral 
antique  buildings,  the  flones  employed  in  the  conftmAion  of  which 
were  of  an  enormous  fize.  In  one  of  tiicfe  ruins  we  found  a  capa- 
cious  and  deep  wcH,  winch  was  entirely  dry.  It  was  with  fbme 
difficulty  that  we  traced  the  fite  of  the  buildings,  in  confequence  of 
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the  drifting  of  the  fands,  and  the  fragments  of  the  pyramids^  which 
lay  in  great  heaps  on  the  furface  of  the  ground.  The  ftones  which 
had  been  precipitated  from  the  great  pyramid  had  formed,  together 
with  the  drifted  iands,  a  large  hillock,  which  it  was  neccflary  to  af- 
cend  to  reach  the  entrance  into  the  interior. 

Several  of  our  party  afcended  to  the  fummit  from  the  eaflem 
angle,  but  not  without  iubjeding  themielves  to  great  labour,  each 
of  the  fteps  (which  amount  in  all  to  about  two  hundred),  from  one 
ftone  to  another,  meafuring  from  two  feet  and  a  half  to  three  feet, 
ib  as  to  render  the  defcent  afterwards  equally  painful  and  hazardous. 
In  entering  the  chamber  withinfide,  it  was  necciTary  to  be  provided 
with  candles  or  torches  to  light  the  paiTages. 

At  the  diftance  of  about  two  miles  to  the  north  of  the  pyramids, 
we  could  diftinguiih  the  remains  of  two  ftone  bridges,  which  wx 
had  not  time  to  infpeA  on  our  return.  From  theie  pyramids  we 
had  a  view  of  ieven  others,  at  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Saccara^ 
diftant  about  twelve  or  fourteen  miles  from  thoie  of  Giza. 

My  narrative  was  broken  off  at  the  public  entry  of  the  Grand  Vizier 
mto  Cairo,  from  which  time  nothing  particular  occurred  until  the  21(1: 
(July),  when  his  Highnefs  received  from  the  Sultan  a  prefent  of  a 
beautiful  handjar,ordagger,{hidded  with  diamonds,  of  great  brilliancy, 
and  eftimated  at  an  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  piaflres,  upwards  of 
ten  thoufand  pounds  Engliih.  The  prefent  was  accompanied  by 
the  Grand  Setgnor's  hat-icherifF,  or  letter,  with  the  imperial  feal  and 
iignature  of  the  Sultan,  on  which  occafion  (as  on  all  fimilar  ones) 
the  following  ceremony  was  obfcrved : — ^The  divan  being  formed  of 
the  following  pcrfonages,  namely,  the  Grand  Vizier,  miniftcrs  of 
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llatc,  principal  Pachas,  and  Janiflary  Aga,  the  ilcis 'EfFendi*  brought 
in  the  Sultan's  letter..  The  chiaoufes,  'whp  were  drawn  up  in  a  line, 
now  exclaimed  aloud- — '^May  the  Almighty  preferve  the  Grand 
•*  Scignor  and  the  Gr^nd  Vizier."  At  thefe' words  all  who  were 
prefcnt  rofe  up,  and  the  Vi/ier  advanced  .to  the.  niiddle  of  the  divan-, 
where  he  received  the  hat-fch^rvff  froi!n  the  Reis  E^ndi, 'with  the 
cuftomary  falutation  'of  .kiiTing  it,  and  putting  it  to. his  rh^ead.  He 
then  returned  it  to  the  Reis  EfFendi,  who. read  aloud  the  contents^ 
the  chiaoufcs  repeating,  during  this  part  of  the  cpre^oiony^  their  fox^ 
mer  ejaculations,  ,         .    ' 

It  has  been  feen  that  on  this  occaCon  the  chiaouies,  or  mcffcngcrs, 
bore  a  very  confpicuous.part  in  the  ceremony.  In  an  early  part  of 
this  work  I  entered  into  a  particular  detail  of  their  fua<3ions  and 
offices;  a,nd  fhallbere  attempt  a  concife  defcription  of  iheir  chief, 
the  Chiaous  Baflii,  who  hplds  in  the  Turkilh  empire  an  appoint-, 
ipent  of  fuch  great  dignity,  ^arid  of  fo  confiderable  emolumerit,  that 
after  the  entry  of  the  Ottoman  army  into  Cairo,  the  Sultan,  as  a 
peculiar  mark  of  his  favour"  and  apjprobation,  appointed  to  this  ojffice 
the  Reis  EfFendi.  Among,  his  more  immediate  duties,  he  accom- 
panies the  foreign  ambafladors  and  minifters  who  are  intriDduccd  to 
the  prcfcnce  of  the  Sultan;  expedites  th^,iliat-]&he/iffi  or.  royal  let- 
*  ter ;  and  introduces  to  the  divan,  or  council  of  ftate,  at  Conftanti- 
nople,  all  thole  who  have  any  bufinefs  to  tranfa<S'Tvith  the  miniflers. 
He  likewife  hears  and  redrefles  grievances,  and  tSkes  cognizance  of 
all  petty  offences,  thus  affuming  the  office,  of  judge/  Plate  XVIH* 
conveys  a  correft  idea  of  the  coftume  of  this  officer. 

BuffcU,  one  of  the  civil  artificers  belonging  to  the  miffioii^  iji«- 
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pairing  the  bridge  of  boats  thrown  acrofs  the  Nile,  and  conftrudled 
by  the  French  ta  prcfcrve  a  communication  with  Giza,  fell  into  the 
river  on  the  23d,  and  was  unfortunately  drowned.  The  extreme 
rapidity. of  the  current  prevented  all  poffibility  of  the  body  being 
found; 

Imade  an  excurfion  with  a  party  to  Giza,  on  the  above  day,  and 
examined,  the  works  and  fortifications,  which  appeared  to  be  very 
imperfed,  and  poffcffing  but  little  ftrength.  The  late  Mourad  Bey 
had  eftablilhed  at  his  houfc  in  that  place  a  foundery  for  cannon, 
which  the  French,  during  their  ftay  there,  had  confiderably  im- 
proved.- 

In  the  evening  the*  Arabs  paraded  the  ftreets  of  Cairo,  with  lights, 
chaunting  Arab  fentences;  and  carrying  on  their  heads  figures  drefled 
for  the  occafion.  I  found  on- enquiry,  that  it  was  a  fete  in  comme-i^ 
moratioii  of  the  birth  of  the  mother  of  Mahomed.  The  Arab  flieicks 
are  cuftomarily.  drefifed  in  a  loofc  woollen  robe^  or  cloak  of  a  deep 
blue  or  purple  colour,  with  a  large  blue  and  white  plaid  handker- 
chief>  thrown  negligently  acrofs  one  of  the  (boulders,  and  hanging 
loofely  down  behind.  They  are  in  general  armed  with  a  fabrc,  and 
a  long  fpeax,  and  are  mounted  on  mares  which  appear  to  be  very 
fleet. 

On  the  26th  the  British  commander  ifl^  chief/ General  Hutchin- 
foiii  left  Cairo  oh  his  way.  to  Rofetta.* 


^  As  the  author:  is  not  In  pofieffion  of  the  date  when  this  commander  was  firft  ho* 
nourcd  with  his  prefent  title,  he  hopes  the  reader  will  excufe  any  inaccuracy  there 
may  be  in  diftinguiihing  him,  as  well  as  other  illuftrious  pcrfons,  by  the  titles  by  which 
they  are  at  pfefent  beft  knotirn. 
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I  was  prcfent,  on  this  day,  at  a  grand  proceffion  or  cavaicadt  of 
the  women  of  Cairo,  who  were  mounted  on  affes,  on  which  they 
rode  aftridc,  being  ieated  on  fe^ddles,  or  rather  on  pads,  of  an  uncom- 
mon height  and  breadth,  covered  with  fmall  Turkey  carpets.  This 
proceffion  was  occasioned  by  the  approaching  nuptials  of  two  of  the 
females  belonging  to  the  party,  ^ach  of  whom  was  a  fine  girl  of 
about  fourteen  years  of  age,  and  was  diftinguifhcd  from  the  reft  of 
the  company  by  a  rich  fliawl.  I  was  told  that,  previoully  to  the 
celebration  of  the  marriage  rite,  it  was  the  couftMit  <:uflom  of  the 
females  of  Cairo  to  parade  the  town  in  this  manner. 

In  paying  a  vifit,  on  the  29th,  to  an  Arab  merchant  of  Cairo,  I 
met  with  a  Mameluke,  who  entered  into  ibme  particular  details  re- 
lative to  the  lail  attack  of  plague  in  that  place,  which  he  defcribed 
as  having  been  more  fevere  thaa  any  that  had  been  experienced  for 
many  years  before.  '  He  could  not  afcertaih  the  lofe  which  the  popu« 
lation  had  fuftained;  but  told  me,  that  in  a  particular  diftriS,  is 
which  there  were  two  hundred  and  fcvcnty  Greeks,  fcvcnty  of  them 
had  fallen  vidlims  to  this  difeafb.  It  frequently  happened  that  the 
attack  was,  in  the  fpace  of  twelve  or  twenty-four  hours,  faccecded 
by  the  death  of  the  infeded  perfbn*  This  Mameluke  had  himfelf 
been  afflided  with  the  difeadfe,  which  had  terminated  the  exiftence 
of  Afteen  of  his  family.  In  icrcial  of  the  tovms  and  villages  of  the 
Said,  the  mortality  was  fo  great,  that  the  cattle,  horfes,  and  other 
animals,  were  left  to  wander  in  the  ftreets  and  in  the  fields  in  iearck 
of  their  fubfiftence,  without  having  any  one  to  take  charge  of  them. 
He  faid  the  diftafe  was  obferved  to  travel  from  town  to  town ;  hav- 
ing  for  inflance^  on  the  latter  occafion^  made  its  firft  appearance^ 
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Damafcus,  and  vifitcd  progreffivcly  the  intermediate  tovirns  and  vil- 
lages, fcarcely  one  of  which  efcaped  its  deftrudive  ravages,  until  it 
came  to  Cairo.  In  other  cafes  it  fet  out  from  the  latter  place,  and 
made  its  progreflive  advances  into  Syria, 

The  Vizier  had  been  for  fome  time  (crioully  indifpofed,  and 
claimed  much  of  my  attention,  I  found  him  pretty  well  recovered 
on  the  evening  of  the  30th,  when  I  ipent  nearly  two  hours  with 
him,  and  vifited  his  garden,  his  fuperb  ftud  of  horfes,  &c.  I  took 
iherbet  and  coffee  with  his  Highnefs,  in  a  room  paved  with  marble, 
having  a  fountain  in  the  middle,  and  being  otherwise  very  hand- 
ibmely  ornamented. 

On  the  evening  of  the  3lft  Mr.  Whiteman,  affiftant  commiflary, 
died  from  the  cfFeds  of  exccffive  fatigue,  and  from  an  expofiire  to 
the  intenfe  heat  of  the  fun's  rays,  during  a  journey  to  Saccara,  which 
he  had  undertaken  on  the  preceding  day.  At  this  jun<Aure  the  cli- 
mate of  Egypt  appeared  to  a&,  on  the  temperament  of  the  human 
body,  by  inducing  {o  great  an  irritability  as  to  render  it  extremely 
iufceptible  to  m(^bid  adion.  The  fudden  generation  of  difeafc,  and 
the  celerity  with  which  it  ran  through  its  fucccffive  ftages,  may  be 
thus  explained. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  ill  of  Auguft  the  corpfe  of  Mr.  Whiteman 
was  interred  in  the  Chriftian  burial  ground  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
aquedud.  i 

The  great  heats  which  prevailed  at  this  time  were  produAive  of 
prickly  heat,  painful  puflular  eruptions  of  the  fkin,  boils,  and  other 
fimilar  complaints.     The  bites  of  the  knats,  mofquitocs,  and  pth^f 

u  u 
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infeds,  became  inflamed^  and  produced  very  troublefbme  fuppu- 
rations. 

On  the  6th  his  Highnefs  the  Vizier,  who  was  now  perfcdly  reco- 
vered from  his  late  illnefs,  inveftcd  me  with  an  ermine  pelice,  as  a 
mark  of  attention  for  the  ierrices  I  had  rendered  him.  Colonel 
Beresford  arrived  at  Giza  with  a  detachment  of  the  Indian  army. 
A  difpatch  was  at  the  fame  tinfie  fent  off  from  Cairo  to  $uez^  from 
which  place  a  meffenger  arrived  in  the  courie  of  the  afternoon. 

The  heat  was  now  become  fo  infupportable,  that  it  was  neceiTary 
to  keep  as  niuch  as  poilible  within  doors,  eipecially  as  we  were  with- 
out the  accommodation  of  fhady  walks,  which  we  enjoyed  in  Turkey 
and  in  Syria.  The  only  trees  of  any  confiderable  growth  about  Cairo 
are  the  fycamore  and  the  date,  the  wood  of  the  former  of  which, 
being  celebrated  for  the  extreme  cloienefs  of  its  texture,  as  well  as^ 
for  its  great  hardiiefs  and  incorruptible  quality^  was  anciently  em- 
ployed for  the  coffins  of  the  mummies.  From  the  latter  the  inha- 
bitants of  Cairo  derive  many  advantages,  by  converting  almoft  every 
part  of  it  to  fbme  ufeful  purpofe,  in  the  fabrication  of  ropes>  fenccsr 
bropms,  fans,  mats  for  the  table,  hats,  &c.  The  ftems  of  the  leave* 
are  wrought  into  bedfteads,  well  adapted  to  the  climate,  and  fold  at 
a  very  moderate  price. 

General  Barid  and  his  flaff  arrived  at  Cairo  on  the  7th,  and  hav- 
ing paid  a  vifit  to  his  Highnefs  the  Vizier,  were  inveftcd  with  pe- 
lices,  and  welcomed  by  every  flattering  mark  of  attentionr 

At  this  time  the  peaiants  were  bufied  in  coUcfting  the  dates.  Thit 
fruit,  when  firft  gathered^  is  hard,  and  of  a  reddifli  colour ;  but  when 
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kept  for  a  little  time,  ripcms^  and  becohies  iib(t,fo  :aa  to  be  fit  for  uie. 
The  Arabs  eat  it,  however,  in  its  crude  and  unripe  ftate,  at  which 
time  It  mud:,  according,  to  xny  opinioh,, be!  veiy. difficult  to  digdL 
The  Inidian  army  encamped  on  the  ^th  on  tbe  iiland  of  Boudalu 
At  five  in  the  morning  of  the  gth^  being;  the  time  foe  the  bpening 
of  the  canaU  I  rode  to  its  mouthy  fituated  near:  the  aquedud^  and 
found  there  sl  vail  crowd  of  people  aiTemUed  to  .witneis  the  cere« 
mony.  Mahomed  Pacha^  and  feveral  other  diftinguiihed  Tiirks^ 
were  on  thp  ground:  (ieversdtenfsihaYix^'beea  pitched  for  the  occa- 
iion)»  with  their  bands . of  iniafic  playing;  andM^thcigbrms,  which 
were  very  numemus,  had  their  colotusiand  AixrameiS' flying.  In  the 
mean  time  the  populace  were  amafcd^b^  difchar^es.  of  artillery,  by 
the  exhibitioiraf  fire-work^  and  of' .dkyiockets  thrown  into  the  &ir. 
The  mound  or  dam  having  beea  interic^led,  the -water  nifhed  into 
the  canal,  »nd  the  boats,  profiting. by  the  ocofion,  rowed  through 
Cairo,  where  the  day  was  ipent  in  amuiements  and  feflivities  of  every 
4ef<;riptioi^  '  While  die  .water  was  flowing' into  the  canal,  Mahomed 
Pacha  threw Jnto  it,  frond:  time  Jtotinie,  piedes.  of  money,  which  the 
Arabs,  wIm^  4*^***^  ^^^  great!  addfic&  iij  fearck  ef  them,  Weife  very 
•eager  t<>  pcffcft, .  , 


.  »• . » 


• «  4       • 


I  Ihould  obferve  here,  that  I  had  been  by  no  means  indifferent  to 
the  progreffivc.augnicotalaon  of  the  waters  of  the  Nile,  the  refiilt 
of  my  obfcrvation*  <ot  whi<A,  and  <)ii  the  fubfeqiient  fall,  will  be 
given  in  the  proper  place.  ;    ..  :  ' 

On  the  loth  we  had  a  kampfin  wind,  which  blew  up  tmmenfe 
douds  of  duily  forming  lofty  pillars  in  the  air,  and  the  particles  of 
which,  ccMijoined  with  -the  intenfe  heat  of  the  atmofphere,  opprelTcd 

u  u  2 
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us  beyond  measure.  On  the  following  day  the  garden  in  front  of  the 
houfe  in  which  we  reiided  was  completely  inundated. 

I  dined  on  the  l6th  at  Giza,  in  company  with  feveral  Britith  officers^ 
among  whom  were  Colonel  Stewart  and  Lord  Blaney.  I  was  told 
by  the  latter,  that  three  privates  of  the  SQth  regiment,  quartered  at 
Eofctta,  had  been  cured  of  the  plague ;  but  I  could  not  colleA  any 
particulars  relative  to  the  mode  of  treatment  which  had  been  pur- 
iiied.  ^ 

•  On  the  18tfa  Colonel  Lloyd,  with  the  86th  regiment,  and  a  de^ 
tachment  of  fepoys,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  between  iix  and 
feven. hundred  men,  marched  from  Giza  to  reinforce  the  garrifon  of 
Fort  Lefbie,  and  its  dependencies. 

Colonel  Stewart, .  commanding  the  8Qth  regiment,  was  on  this 
day  invefted.  with  a  pelice  by  his  Highnefs.  the  Vizier,  of  whom  he 
took  leave. previoufly  to  bis  joinipg  the  Brltilk  army  Rationed  near 
Alexandria. 

The  tcrppcraturc  of  the  weather  was  at  this-  time  become  very 
agreeable,  and  had  a  ialutary  cffcA  oa^  the  health  of  the  troops^ 
anciong  whpm  the  caiies  ofophthalmy  had  nearly  diiappeared*  The 
Englilh  fick  at  Fort  Ibrahim  were  ftill,,  however,,  haraifed  by  frefli 
attacks  of  dyfeatery,  and  malignant  fevbr^ 

On  the  25th  I  bad  a  particular  CDnrtt&£oTL  with  an  Abyflinian 
prieft,,  recently  arrived  from  his'owa  country,,  who  was  about  to 
leave  Cairo  for  Jerufalem,  from  religious  motlvea,.  and' who£b  details 
relative  to  his  native  territory  Were  extremely  mterefling^  He.aiTured 
mc  that  the  indigejgiQus  inhabitants  flill  per&vered  in  their  cuftom.  of 
dating  raw  £le(hjL  a  luxury  ia  which^  however^,  .the  priefts  were  not 
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allowed  to  participate^  but  were,  in  conformity  to  their  religious 
tenetSj  obliged  to  cook  the  meats  neceflary  to  their  fubfiflcnce.  He 
calculated  that  his  return  to  Abyflinia  would  occupy  a  fpace  of  three 
months.  In  the  courfb  of  our  converiation  it  appeared  that  he  was 
familiarly  acquainted  with  many  of  the  plants  and  animals,  of  whick 
the  celebrated  Bmce  has  in  his  Travels  given  engravings  and  writtea 
defcriptions;  Mr.  Bruce*s  book  being  at  hand,  the  engravings,  &c; 
were  (hewn  to  him,  and  he  gave  to  the  animals  and  other  produdions 
the  names  which  Bruce  had  annexed  to  them.  I  was  thus  enabled  to 
fatisfy  myfelf  of  the  accuracy  of  a  part  of  what  has  been  fo  ftrongly 
queflioned  in  the  accounts  which  the  above  traveller  has  publifhed. 

General  Beard,  and  feveral  of  his  officers,  took  leave  of  the  Vizier 
on  the  26th,  previoufly  to  their  departure  for  Rofctta  with  the  Indian 
army.  They  were  invefted  with  pelices>  and  received  the  moft .  diC- 
tinguifhed  marks  of  attention; 

On  the  lucceeding  dky  a  part  df  the  above  army,  together  with 
the  brigade  commanded  by  Colonel  Stewart,  embarked  on  board  of 
germs,  and  failed  for  the  above  deflination.  They  were  followed  on 
the  28th  by  the  General  and  the  remainder  of  the  forces  under  his 
command.  The  troops  ftationed  at  Giza,  were,  in.  con&quence  of 
this  movement,  commanded  by  Colonel  Ramfay. 

Oh  the  evening  of  the  27th  I  fet  out,  in. company  with  Meflr& 
Clarke  and  Cripps,  two  gentlemen  of  Suflex,  who  were  onthetr  tra^ 
vels,  and  a  German  gentleman  of  the  name  of  Hammer,  to  vifit  the 
pyramids  of  Saccara>  and  the  plain  of  mummies^  in  Upper  Egypt; 
We  proceeded  to  the  bridge  near  our  dwellir^,  on  the  canal  of  the 
Prince  of  the  Faithful^  and. entered  a  germ  which  had  been. prepared 
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for  lis.  .  After  our  ieamen  had  rowed  on  the  canal  for  the  ipace  of 
half  an  hour>  we  entered  the  Ntle»  where  the  mails  and  fails  were 

« 

hoifted^  and  a  iine  fmart  breeze  having  iprung  up  from  the  norths 
ward,  W€  profecutcd  our  ^voyage,  very  fuccefefully*  The  large  (ail 
having  bceh  ^rcad,  Cairo  was  Very  foon,at  a  confiderable  diftance 
behind  us ;  and  after  a  vary  agreeable  Voyage  of  three  hours,  we  came 
to  a  yillage  called  Sbeick  Atmati, ;  fltuated  on  the  weftem  bank  of 
the  Nile^  and  diftant  from  Cair o-  from  twelve  to  fourteen  miles.  We 
landed  there,  and  found  a  party  of  the  qiatives  ai&mblcd  in  the  midft 
of  a  beautiful  ^rove  of  date- trees,  to  cclebriate  the  marrmgc  of  two 
young  perions  belonging  to  the  village.  An  Arab  climbed  wtth 
great  agility  to  the  lofty  fummit  of  one  of  thefe  trees^  to  procure  us 
a  fupply  of  the  ripe  fruit.  The  moon>  in  its  full  iplendour,  gave  a 
lu&TC  to  the  beautifully  romantic  fcene  we  had  come  ib  opportunely 

» 

to  witnefs ;  and  we  noticed  that  the  company  had  pitched  two  tents» 
from  which  thp  coffee  and  othef  refre&ments  were  ^rved.  Several 
of  the  dancing  girh^  whoie  attendance  13  constantly  required  on  the(e 
occafion^,  exhibited  their  feats  and  (agility  to  the  found  of  the  double 
jreedt  And  of  a  kind  of  dilim  open  at  one  of  the  extremities,  and 
ihaped  like  a  belL 

The  dance  being  .concluded,  and  the  night  fetting  in,  the  com- 
pany  retired  to  reft,  many  of  the  njep,  not  within  the  dwellings,  but 
without  doors,  according  to  the  ufual  praAice  of  the  Arabs  in  the 
fumnxer  ieaibn.  In  this  way  they  lie  fcattered  over  the  plains,  like 
flocks  of  fheep,  with  the  clothes  they  have  taken  off  fpread  beneath 
them,  and  covered  fnom  bead  to  foot  by  the  large  handkerchief  which' 
they  wear  in  the  day-time  acrofs  the  (boulders. 
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Our  attendants  kmdled  a  fire  for  us,  and  procured  us  tea  and  other 
refrefhments,  after  having  partaken  of  which  we  retired  to  reft  in  the 
germ.  We  were,  however/  fo  much  «ttra£led  by  the  beauty  and 
novelty  of  the  fcene,  that  it  was  .near  one  in  the  rhorning  before  we 
could  prevail  on  ourfelves  to  feek  repbfe.  We  ro&  at  the  early  dawn 
to  pr^fecuteonr  voyage ;  and  ibon  after  law  the  fun  rife  fnajeftically^ 
and  gild  the  lofty  fummit  of  Mount  Mokatam.  Having  breakfafledr 
the  fails  were  fpread,  and  we  quitted  Sheick.  Atn>an.  In  confe-^ 
quence  of  the  latfe  inundation  the  riveir  had  takeii  ieverad  windings 
by  which  our  diftancc  wa»  confidcrably  prolonged.  The  morning, 
however,  being,  cloudy,,  fa- as  to  (helter  us  from  the  intenfe  rays  of  the 
fun,  and  a  c6o\  and  refrefhing  breeze  having  iet  in  from  the  north- 
ward, our  voyage  amidft  the  numerous  little  iflahds  which  the  river 

» 

had  formed  was  highly  agreeable.  On  the  banks  the  inhabitants 
were  engaged  in  watering  the  more  elevated  grounds  which  could 
not  receive  the  benefit  of  the  iqundatibn*  For  this  purpofe  they 
employed  leathern  buckets,  pne  of  which  was  ^flened  to  the  extre-r 
mity  of  a  long  pole,  having  at  its  other  extremity  a  heavy  ftone  to- 
counterpoifc  the  weight  of  the  bucket^  and  forming  in  this  way  a» 
kind  of  lever.  The  water  was  thus  drawn  up  froni  the  Nile,,  and 
thrown  into  troughs^  from  which- furrows  were  carried  to  convey  it 
to  every  part  of  the  high  grounds.  On  thefe  grounds  the  dourra  or 
Indian  corn  and  indigo  plant  had  a  very  healthy  and  promifing  ap- 
pearance. 

*  •  •  •  * 

Between  the  two  banks  of  the  Nile  there  was  a  lingular  contraft. 
The  eaftern  fhore  exhibited  little  more  than  a  defcrt,  the  cultivation: 
being  confined  to  a  very  narrow  flip. of  land,  near  the  villages ;  and  a 
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chain  of  lofty  and  ftcrilc  mountains  which  terminated  at  Mount 
Mokatam  near  Cairo  f  while  the  weftern  bank  difplayed  a  confi- 
derable  number  q£  cxtcnfive  groves  of  date^trees,  intcrfperfed  with 
grounds  in  a  highly  cultivated  ftate.  The  rich  and  beautiful  appear- 
ance of  the  date- trees  was  at  this  time  heightened  by  the  fine  golden 
colour  of  the  ripening  fruit.  This  was  not,  however,  the  ftate  in 
which  it  was  prefi^rred  by  the  Arabs  in  general :  that  they  eat  it  in 
its  unripe  and  crude  ftate,  when  it  is  very  unwholefbme  and  indi- 
geftible,  is  a  fadt  I  have  already  noticed ;  and,  in  reality,  their  choice 
with  reipeft  tb  fruits  and  vegetables  of  every  defcription,  which  they 
fcera  to  prefer  before  they  have  attained  a  due  maturity,  is  highly 
depraved.  Several  of  the  date-trees  were  of  the  dwarf  kind,  and 
were  denominated  by  the  Arabs  Belah  Mahat,  in  contradiftindion 
to  thofe  of  a  larger  growth,  but  yet  of  the  dwarf  kind,  which  are 
called  Belah  Seeway. 

We  entered  a  fmali  canal,  and  proceeded  to  the  villages  of  Men- 
fiiee  and  Dafhou,  diftant  from  Grand  Cairo  about  twenty*four  miles, 
and  fituated  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain  on  the  fummit  of  which  we 
obierved  thofe  of  the  pyramids  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Saccara  that 
have  the  moft  elevated  portion.  One  only  of  them  was  entire ;  and 
they  differed  very  effentially  in  their  figure  from  thofe  of  Giza.  We 
followed  in  a  northex:n  dircdion  the  elbow  of  the  canal,  and  were 
carried  into  a  largp  lake  formed  by  the  inundation,  and  extending  to 
the  village  of  Saccara,  near  to  which  ftand  the  two  principal  pyra- 
mids, and,  in  their  vicinity,  the  plain  of  mummies,  on  a  fandy  bill 
or  eminence,  whofe  bottom  is  of  hard  rock,  a  circumftance  that  was 
obfcrvable  when  we  entered  the  pits. 
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Acrois  this  lake,  which,  ran  eaft  and  weft,  ivas  a  large  mound,  or 
eauieway,  which  led  from  a  village  oppoiite  to  Saccara  to  the  foot  of 
the  pyramids^  and  at  the  cominenoement  of  which,  next  to  the  vil- 
lage, was  a  (lone  bridge  having  feveral  arches.  Near  to  it  was  an 
elevated  ground,  which^  as  it  correfponded  eza6Uy  with  the  account 
ibme  authors  have  given  of  the  poiition  of  Memphis,  we  &ncied  to  be 
the  fite  of  that  ancient  and  celebrated  city.  Our  conjeiflures  relative 
to  the  lake  were  that  it  had  been  applied  by  the  inhabitants  of  Mem* 
phis  to  the  purpofe  of  transporting  their  dead  to  the  plain  or  fepulchre 
of  mummies. 

Previouily  to  our  arrival  the  Sheick  of  Boufir,  a  neighbouring  vil* 
]age»  had  been  requeiled  to  procure  us  horfes  and  guides  to  enable  us 
the  more  readily  to  reach  the  pyramids,  and  the  other  fpots  we  were 
defirous  to  vifit.  They  were  no  fooner  arrived  than  we  mounted 
and  rode  to  the  pyramids  and  plain  of  the  mummies,  having  taken 
the  precaution  to  be  provided  with  rope-ladders,  candles,  and  what- 
ever  befidcs  was  neccflary  for  the  invcftigation  of  the  catacombs^  into 
which  we  were  about  to  dcfccnd.  In  entering  the  pit  we  were 
obliged  to  take  off  a  part  of  our  garments ;  and  having  reached  the 
interior  were  ftruck  with  awe  by  the  folemn  and  novel  fcene  which 
pre(ented  itfclf  to  our  view.  Within  the  iubterraneous  vaults  or 
chambers  the  bones  of  mutilated  mummies,  which  had  been  {q  often 
rifled  and  difturbed  that  not  one  of  them  could  be  found  in  an  entire 
ftate,  lay  icattercd  in  confufcd  heaps,  together  with  the  bandages 
and  coatings  by  which  they  had  been  enveloped,  the  latter  refcm- 
bling  a  black  bituminous  iubftance.  As  nothing  in  the  vaults  had 
pceferved  its  original  pofition,  it  was  in  vain  for  us  to  profccute  our 

XX 
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Yefearches  to  come  at  any  thing  like  a  perfeA  mummy ;  and  we  coh- 
tented  ourfelvcs  accordingly  with  coUeding  fomc  of  the  mutilated 
portions^  and  fome  of  the  bituminous  matter,  afcending  afterwards 
to  the  mouth  or  pit  of  the  catacombs.  The  air  of  the  cells  into 
which  we  had  penetrated  was  foul,  noiibme,  and  extremely  unplea- 
fant  to  our  ienfations,  iince^  independently  of  the  exclufion  of  the 
external  air,  and  of  the  generation  of  damp  vapours,  there  was  an 
additional  iburce  of  noxious  effluvia  from  the  gradual  and  progreflive 
decay  of  the  fubilances  they  contained.  They  appeared  to  have 
been  cut  out  of  the  iblid  rock,  and  to  have  been  coated  on  the  fupe- 
rior  part  by  a  thick  layer  of  fand.  The  entrance  which  led  to  them 
was  a  fquare  opening  of  about  four  feet ;  and  in  penetrating  into  themr 
we  had  to  defcend  from  fourteen  to  fixteen  feet,  by  means  of  a  ladder 
made  of  cords,  which  being  too  ilender  and  feeble  for  fuch  a  purpoie; 
our  taik  was  not  accompliflied  without  confiderable  difficulty,  and 
fome  degree  of  danger.  The  pits  had  been  prepared  for  our  vifit  by 
the  Arabs,  who  had  for  that  purpofe  cleared  away  the  ftones  and 
rubbilli  by  which  the  entrance  is  ufually  choked. 

From  the  above  pits  or  catacombs  we  proceeded  to  thoic  of  the 
birds,  diftant  from  the  former,  in  a  north- weftera  dire£lion>  nearly  a 
mile.  The  opening  was  not  unlike  that  through  which  we  had 
already  penetrated  ;  but  the  entrance  into  it  was,  as  well  as  the  fub* 
fequent  taik  we  had  to  perform,  rendered  extremely  difficult  by  the 
loofe  fand  and  fragments  of  ftone  which  conftantly  fell  on  us 
while  within  the  mouth  of  the  pit,  and  by  which  we  were  at 
intervals  nearly  fufibcated.  Having  defcended  to  the  foot  of  the 
^dder,  we  entered  an  aperture  not  larger  than  the  fize  of  the  body. 
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and  in  proceeding  through  this  opening  were  obliged  to  lie  flat  on 
the  breaft^  groping  our  way  until  we  reached  the  paflage  which 
led  to  the  pit,  a  diftance  of  forty  or  fifty  feet.  In  this  paiTage  we 
found  ieveral  of  the  vafes  or  urns,  of  baked  earth,  and  of  a  conical 
ihape,  which  had  contained  the  mummies  of  the  facred  birds.  It 
was  fmall  and  narrow,  and  extended  for  the  fpace  of  upwards  of 
twenty  yards,  when  at  length  we  entered  a  fbmewhat  larger  paflage; 
which  allowed  us  to  change  the  pofition  of  the  body,  and  to  walk 
ere<fl,  and  at  our  eaie* 

.  After  a  few  minutes  of  further  toil  and  perfeverance,  we  reached 
the  chamber  or  paifage  in  which  the  mummies  were  depoiited,  in 
earthen  jars  nearly  two  feet  in  height,  narrow  and  rounded,  partaking 
of  the  ihape  of  a  loaf  of  fugar :  they  were  arranged  tier  over  tier, 
and  completely  filled  up  the  fides  of  the  pafifage.  We  fcleded  feveral 
of  thofe  which  were  the  mod  perfed,  and  brought  them  away  with 
us.  No  precaution  having  been  taken  to  guard  againft  the  rude  at- 
tacks of  thofe  who  had  vifited  this  facred  depofitory,  the  fragments 
of  vafes  in  which  the  mummies  had  been  anciently  depofited,  were 
fcattered  over  the  pafiTage  in  fuch  profufion,  as  to  have  formed  heaps 
of  rubbiih  over  which  we  were  obliged  to  crawl  on  our  hands  and 
knees  for  a  confiderable  diftance*  We  opened  feveral  of  thofe  which 
were  ftill  in  an  entire  ftate,  to  come  at  their  contents.  We  found 
that  the  bill,  the  bones,  and  feveral  of  the  feathers  even,  of  the  birds^ 
had  been  preferved  after  fo  very  confiderable  a  lapfe  of  time,  the 
fame  bandages  with  the  bittmiinous  matter  and  compofition  of  fpices 
having  been  applied  to  their  prefervation  with  thofe  that  had  been 
employed  for  the  human  body.     We  were  thus  enaUed  to  afccrtaia 
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that  the  Ibis  of  the  ancients  i^  precifely  the  bird  of  which  Bruce  ha» 
given  a  minute  de(cription,  and  which  is  to  this  day  called  by  the 
Arabs  ahou  hdnnet.  Thefc  birds  arc  in  Lower  Egypt,  I  imagine, 
bedome  very  fcarce,  as  I  do  not  rccoUccS:  to  have  feeft  one  alive  dur- 
ing my-ftay  in  that  country:  a  white  bird,  called  ox  ieepet,  by  Sa- 
Vary,  has  been  occafionally  taken  for  the  Ibis ;  from  which  it  differs 
much  in  the  fhape  of  the  bill,  and  in  its  plumage. 

As  it  was  held  iacred  by  the  ancient  Egyptians,  the  uncommon 
pains  they  beftowed  in  preferving  its  body  from  corruption  cannot  be 
deemed  extraordinary,  more  efpecially  as,  by  its  remarkable  tnftihfl, 
it  is  faid  to  have  preferved  Egypt  from  a  great  calamity,  which  it 
would  othcrwilc  have  encountered.  It  may  be  imnecefiaryibr  tnc 
to  point  out  in  this  place  to  the  well-informed  reader  that  I  allude 
to  the  period  w^hen,  according  to  ancient  records,  the  fouth  winds 
conveyed  to  that  country  from  the  Lybian  deferts,  numerous  fwarms 
of  what  have  been  denominated  flying  ierpents,  but  which  were  moft 
probably  locufis,  to  devour  the  fruits  of  the  earth,  and  to  eat  up  the 
harvefb.  As  tlie  ieaibn  of  their  invaiion  drew  near,  the  ^cred  birds, 
guided  by  the  inftind  which  warned  them  of  their  approach,  pro- 
ceeded, it  is  faid,  in  large  flights,  and,  laying  w^ait  for  their  devaftat- 
ing  enemies,  deflroyed  them,  and  thus  prevented  the  ravages  with 
which  Egypt  was  threatened.  It  was  perhaps  owing  to  this,  fortu- 
nate prefervation  from  the  horrors  of  famine,  that  the  laws  of  the 
Egyptians  relative  to  the  Ibis  were  fc  ievere,  an  irrevocable  fentcncc 
of  death  being  pronounced  on  any  peribn  who  ihould  kill  oi»  of 
thefe  birds,  even  accidentally. 

We  retumed  from  the  interior  of  the  pit  by  the  opening  at  which 
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we  had  entered^  and  were  liappy  once  again  to  teipire  the  frefli  &nd 
^fapkibme  air^  of  the  booefit  of  whkh  we  had  bcea  fb  long  deprived* 
Durnig  our  ftay  vvitkiiit  the  eSsSt  of  the  foul  air  and  noifbme  4a«ips 
yim  fuch,  that  we  felt  an  oppireiEon  of  the  cheft^  and  breathed  with 
fomc  difficulty*  The  iubtcrtaneous  poflages  were  at  the  (a»e  tisie 
io  heated^  that  a  copious  perfpiration  was  difSaCtd  over  the  fiirface  of 
the  ikin.  The  :taik  ove  had  impofed  on-ourfelves  was  not  carried 
into  e^RCUtion  without  gveat  labour  and  fatigue ;  but  it  afforded  us 
in  nstutSL  an  infinite  gratification.  Having  nyade  ^n  arrangement 
witb  ihe  Arabs  Oor  ^  conveyance  of  our  vafes,  and  the  ineftimable 
jeelics  they  contained^  we  took  a  ilmrey  pf  the  l(urrounding  country 
from  the  plain  of  mummiesi  which  is  fituated  on  ^n  elevated  and 
cocky  hilU  and  ovorfpcead  with  aconfidenilde  number  of  pits.  On 
its  furface,  which  is  xx>Tcred  with  a  light  iand^  the  fragments  of 
bones,  of  wooden  coffins,  and  bits  of  the  linen  which  had  ierved  as 
an  cnvdope  to  the  mummies,  with  other  fubih^nces  drawn  from  the 
pits^  lay  profufely  Mattered.  We  had  from  this  pofitiona  very  cx^ 
tenfive  view  of  the  .Nile  in  its  .different  windings  and  ramifications, 
as  well  as  of  the  lacge  tca<^  of  country  it  had  inundated. 

In  returning  to  our  germ  a  great  variety  of  curious  Egyptian  idols, 
which  it  was  anciently  the  cuftom  to  depofit  with  the  mummies, 
were  tendered  to  us  for  fale.  We  purchafcd  a  part  of  them ;  and 
the  Bedouin  Arabs,  who  had  acfled  in  the  capacity  of  guards,  and 
had  alfo  been  our  guides  in  defcending  into  the  pits,  made  us  a  prc- 
fcnt  of  a  gazelle,  or  antelope. 

The  (heick  whom  I  have  already  mentioned  had  prepared  a  dinner 
for  us,  of  which  we  partook  on  our  entering  the  germ,  and  hoifted 
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fail>  at  four  in  the  afternoon^  on  our  retctm  to  Cairo^  after  a  very 
agreeable^  but  at  the  fame  time  fatiguing,  excurfion. 

The  arrangement  which  we  concerted  was  to  land  in  the  evening 
at  Sheick  Atman,  and^  having  pafled  the  night  there,  to  fet  out 
early  on  the  following  morning  for  Cairo.  In  purfuing  our  route, 
the  wind  frelhened,^  and  at  length  blew  a  ftrong  gale  from  the  northr 
ward,  by  which  a  high  furf  was  thrown  up.  This  induced  our  boat« 
men  to  take  in  the  fail>  and  betake  themfelves  to  their  oars,  in  doing 
which  they  manifeiled  great  prudence^  the  germ  being  a  defcription 
of  veflel  very  eafy  to  overfet,;  in  confequence  of  the  great  fpread  of 
canvaik  with  which  it  is.  provided.    At  nine,  in  the  evening  we 

ft 

reached  the  ipot  where  we  had  agreed  to  land ;  and  on  proceeding 
to  the  village,  found  the  iame  gaiety  ainoz^  its  inhabitants,  and  the 
fame  amufements  as  we  had.  witneflcd  the  preceding  evening.. 

A  fire  having  been  kindled^  we  refreihed  ourfelves  with  a  cup  of 
tea,  and  afterwards  repofed  imtil  midnight,,  when  the  fail  was  hoi&cdy 
the  violence  of  the  wind  bebg  confL^rably  abated.  After  a  fail  o£ 
a  few  hours,  we  reached  the  canal  of  the  Prince  of  the  Faithful; 
and  by  four  in  the  morning  found  ourfelves  in  our  lodgings  at  Cairok. 
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CHAPTER   XIV. 


EXCURSIOM    TO    OLD    CAIRO^GROTTO    WHBRB   THE   HOLY    FAMILY    TOOK 

RBFU6B    FROM    HEROD's    PBRSBCUTION CHAPEL    OF  ST.  GEORGE— BX« 

PECTBD  VISIT  PROM  THE  PROPHET  MAHOMED ARMISTICE  CONCLUDED 

WITH  THE  FRENCH  AT  ALEXANDRIA EXCURSION  TO  BOULAC AC- 
COUNT OF  THE  COLCAS8IUM THE  SAFFRON  SHRUB CASSIRA — EGYP- 
TIAN   THORN GUM    ARABIC — ^HBRBACEOUS    PLANTS SURRENDER    OF 

ALEXANDBIA  TO  THE  BRITISH — MAGNIFICENT  BURIAL  PLACES — MAR- 
RIAGE   PROCESSIONS  —  INUNDATION     OF    THE    NILS EXCURSION    TO 

MOUNT  MOKATAM — SLAVE  MARKBT LEPBOSY ^VOYAGE  ON  THE  NILS 

TO    ALEXANDRIA^— JCENOUF ^TWO    VILLAGES    SWEPT    AWAY    BY    THB 

OVERFLOWING  OP  THE  NILE — WESTERN    BRANCH  OF  THE  NILE ^MAN- 

NBR  OF  PREPARING  THE  INDIGO— PLANTATIONS  OF  RICB  AND  SUGAR- 
CANES ROSBTTA — PLAGUE  AMONG  THE  BRITISH  TROOPS  UNDER  GE- 
NERAL BAIRD — LAKE  OF  ABOUKIR — ARRIVAL   AT    ALEXANDRIA — POM- 

PEY*s   PILLAR — Cleopatra's  needle — part   of   thb  colossus  of 

MEMNON — RETURN  TO  CAIRO. 

/^N  the  morning  of  the  Sbth  of  Auguft  a  ialute  was  fired  from 
^""^  the  citadel  of  Cairo,  in  confequcnce  of  fkvourabie  intelligence* 
received  from  the  Capitan  Pacha,  and  of  fome  fucceiTes  obtained  by^ 
the  Brftiih  army  in  the  vicinity  of  Alexandria. 

I  rode  on  the  3lft  to  the  different  forts  and  towers  cretfked  by  the 
French  to  the  north  and  north-eaft  of  Cairo>  and  was  much  con- 
cerned to  fee  the  depredations  committed  by  the  Turks,  iince  their- 
arrival,  on  the  works  and  fortifications,  which  were  conftruded  of 
wood.     Thefe  (poliations  had  been  occafioned  by  the  want  of  fuel. 


344    ^  TRAVELS  IN  ASIATIC  TURKEY, 

which  in  Egypt  is  chiefly  confined  to  the  dung  of  animals,  as  I  liavc 

already  noticed. 

On  the  1  ft  of  September  I  made  an  excurfion  to  Old  Cairo,  and 
\ifited  the  grotto  in  which  it  is  faid  the  holy  family  fought  refuge 
when  perfecuted  by  Herod.  Jofeph,  having  been  forewarned  by 
the  angel  of  the  Lord  of  the  meditated  deftru6tion  of  the  infants  by 
tJiat  tyrant,  fled  with  the  family  into  Egypt.  Over  the  grotto  is  a 
Coptic  church,  the  pricfts  belonging  to  which  derive  fome  advantage 
from  the  grotto  itfelf,  which  they  fliow  to  ftrangcrs  who  vifit  the 
fpot.  They  alfo  difplay  their  Coptic  books,  and  whatever  curiofities 
their  church  contains. 

At  an  inconfiderable  diftance  from  the  grotto  is  an  Armenian 
chapel,  called  the  chapel  of  St.  George,  in  confequencc  of  a  part  of 
the  body  of  that  faint  having  been,  according  to  tradition,  depofited 
there.  In  addition  to  this  chapel,  a  church,  called  St.  Micarias, 
ftands  in  the  vicinity. 

This  was  a  day  of  great  feftivity  among  the  Arabs,  who  enter- 
tained a  perfuailon  that  their  prophet  Mahomed  would  pay  them 
his  cuftomary  annual  viiit,  after  having  abfented  himfclf  during 
threci  years,  in  confequence  of  the  French  being  in  poflTefllon  of 
Cairo. 

Letters  from  the  camp  before  Alexandria,  received  on  the  2d,  con- 
firmed the  rumours  which  had  been  circulated  on  the  preceding  day, 
that,  after  three  battles  highly  advantageous  to  the  Britiih  troops, 
and  the  capture  of  four  redoubts,  and  a  flotilla  of  gun-boats.  General 
Meaou  had  demanded  and  obtained  a  truce  of  three  days. 

The  brother  of  Lord  Hutchinfon  arrived  at  Cairo  on  the  3d  with 
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difpatches  to  the  Vizier,  containing  the  account  of  the  armiftice  con« 
eluded  with  the  French  at  AleaLandria.  On  the  i^ceipt  of  thefe 
joyfoi  tidings  the  Vizier  inibntly  fet  out  on  a  djerid  party,  in  the 
courfe  of  which  he  caufed  a  Janiflary^  who  had  cut  and  otherwise 
maltreated  an  Arab,  to  be  ftrangled.  We  were  informed  that  about 
t\kh  time  near  thirty  of  the  Turkiih  fqldiery  had  furred  dedth  for 
difitrent  o^ences.  When  a  JaniiTary  is  condemned  to  die,  what^ 
erer  may  be  the  nature  of  the  crime  he  has  committed,  the  punifli^ 

»  * 

mettt  4  invariabiy  that  of  Wrangling. 

Ofman  EfFcndi,  the  new  KiaBey,  and  Scheriff  EfFendi^  the  newly* 
appointed  Tefterdart  arrived  at  Cairo  on  the  4th  from  Conftantinople. 

I  made  an  excurlion  in  the  morning  to  Boulac,  which  I  found  in 
a  very  ruinous  ftate.  It  had  formerly  contained  feveral  handfbme 
&mt  buildings,  and  was  a  place  of  confidcrable  commerce.  The 
landing- place  for  merchandiEc  was  Tery  commodious ;  and  the  ba- 
isars  were  at  the  time  ^f  my  vifit  well  fupplicd. 

I  dined  afterwards  with  Monfieur  Pin€,  a  merchant  of  Cairo,  with 
whom  I  had  fome  converfation  relative  to  the  produdions  of  the 
country.  He  informed  me  that  the  colcaflium,  arum  oolocaffia,  L* 
the  ^dulcas  of  the  Arabs,  was  cultivated  with  great  care  at  Damietta* 
Its  leaves  are  vtry  large :  the  roots  are  conically  Ihaped,  and  arc  of 
two^mds,  the  one  red  and  the  other  white,  the  former  of  which  are 
preferred.  They  are  fomcwhat  larger  than  thofe  of  the  lotus,  and 
arc  not  fo  infipid  in  tafte  as  the  potatoe.  The  inh^tants  are  very 
fond  of  thefe  roots,  which  they  introduce  into  almoft  all  theif  difhes; 
but  ate  under  the  naceffity  of  fubjcAing  them  to  repeated  wafliings, 
to  cleanfethcm  from  the  acrid  mndtaginoas  matter  with  which  they 
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abound.  It  was  a  portion  of  one  of  thefe  roots  w  hich  I  tailed  while 
at  Jaffa^  in  its  crude  ftate,  and  which  produced  a  very  acute  and 
diftreffing  fenfation  of  thi  mouth  and  fauces.  They  arc  cultivated 
in  the  fame  manner  with  the  potatoe* 

The  carthamus  fativus,  or  tinAorius^  baftard  faffiron  fhrub^  is  of 
great  utility  in  Egypt,  every  part  of  it  being  applied  to  fome  purpofe 
or  other.  The  yellow  flower,  called  by  the  Arabs  ofsfur,  is,  as  I 
have  already  remarked,  employed  as  a  dye ;  the  feeds,  named  cortoin, 
ferve  for  the  extradion  of  oil ;  and  the  dried  branches  for  fuel,  as 
well  as  for  the  manufa^ure  of  charcoaL 

Among  the  few  trees  in  the  vicinity  of  Cairo  the  date  and  mul- 
berry are  moil  conipicuous.  A  ipccies  of  the  caflia  fklula'  graws  to 
a  coniiderable  height^  and  affords  a  very  agreeable  ihade.  Its  flowers 
are  yellow  and  large,,  of  a  pleailng  ihnell,  and  the  middle  is  adorned 
with  thriuxis  which  refemble  tufts  of  filk.  Its  fruit  is  contained  in 
a  pod  which  refemblcs  a  bean,  and  is,  as  weU  as  the  leaves,  of  ai) 
aftringent  q^iality,  corragating  theikin  wbea  externally  applied;  By 
the  Arabs  this  tree  is  called  lebback.  The  acacia,  mimofa  nilotica^ 
Lin.  or  Egyptian  thorn,  which  they  name  ieyiahban,.  i&  a  beautiful 
tree  of  a  very  delicate  appearance,  the  leaves  of  which  reicmble  thoib 
of  the  feniitive  plant.  It  bears  a  fine  round  flower  of  a  yellow  cor 
lour,  and  of  a.  very  fragrant  fmelL  Its-  fruit,,  which  refembles  a  large 
vetch,  is  contained  in  a  pod.  From  this  thorn  the  gum  arable  is 
coUeded.  The  Arabic  name  of  the  iycamore,  or  Pharaoh  fig-tree,  h 
gemaiz^  and  that  of  the  lotus,  or  lote-tree,  carnoup.     ' 

Among  the  vegetables  is  a  bean  which  has  a  great  reiemblance  to 
the  French  beair,  but  is  of  an  inferior  quality.    The  beet,  commoa 
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mallow,  lettuce,  onions^  turnip  and  other  radiihes,  are  cultivated  in 
the  gardens :  the  root  of  the  turnip  radifh  is  not,  however,  round, 
but  more  donated  like  a  carrot.  The  feeds  of  the  lupin,  which 
grows  very  luxuriantly,  are  held  in  great  eftimation  by  the  inhabi- 
tants, who  alio  employ  the  lentils  in  their  foups  and  ragouts. 
r  Colonel  Cole  arrived  on  the  0th  at  Cairo  with  difpatches  to  the 
Vizier,  containing  the  official  intelligence  from  the  Britifh  army  of 
the  capitulation  and  furrender  of  Alexandria. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  fame  day  we  loft  one  of  our  military  arti* 
ficers,  Taylor,  who  funk  under  an  attack  of  fever  and  dyfentery. 

Colonel  Cole,  and  feveral  other  officers  from  the  Britiih  army,  to- 
gether with  Colonel  HoUoway  and  Major  Hope,  dined  on  the  7th 
with  the  Vizier. 

Generals  Coote  and  Ludlow,  with  their  aids-du-camp,  and  iuites, 
and  ieveral  other  British  officers,  arrived  at  Cairo  on  the  Qth  from 
the  army  before  Alexandria,  and  paid  their  relpefls  to  his  Highnefs, 
who  on  the  following  day  reviewed  in  their  prcfence  the  regiment  of 
Sepoys.  The  review  being  concluded,  a  grand  djerid  party  was  or- 
dprcd  by  the  Vizier  for  the  amufement  of  the  Britifh  Generals  and 
Officers.  They  afterwards  dined  with  the  Vizier  a  rj4ng/ai/e,  Colonel 
HoUoway  and  Major  Hope  being  of  the  party.  The  Generals  were 
invefted  with  pelices  by  order  of  his  Highnc& ;  and  in  the  evening 
there  was  a  difplay  of  fireworks. 

On  the  evening  of  the  12th  the  above  Generals,  with  their  aids*du- 
camp  and  fuites,  took  their  departure  in  a  germ  for  Alexandria. 

On  the  morning  of  the  13th  I  rode  to  Attar  Ennabi,  called  by  the 
Arabs  Mefr  Attar,  and  to  Diraiftecr,  two  villages  (ituatcd  to  the.  fouth 
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of  Old  Cairo,  on  the  eaftem  bank  of  the  Nile.  On  Teturaing  I  pafi*ed 
over  the.ground  on  which  a  part  of  Old  Cairo  Anciently  ftood,  and 
which  was  of  a  very  coftfidcrKblc  extent.  Between  thb  fpot  and 
Mount  Mokatam  arc  the  ruins  of  a  town  called  by  the  Arabs  Guijihee. 
In  proceeding  thence  to  Coiro  I  pa0ed  through  the  very  extcnfive 
burialogrotind  occupied  by  the  Mamdukes,  formerly  the  moft  nuig- 
aificent  cemetery  to  be  £buod  in  Egypt.  Each  of  the  vaults  for  the 
interment  of  the  dead  was  corered  by  a  dome  fiipported  by  fditf  lolty 
o^umm  of  ftone  or  marble.  Each  family  appears  to  have  bad  its 
fepar^te  incloiure,  which  is  iurrotmded  by  (lone  walls. 

After  the  fall  of  Alexandria  a  coniiderable  number  of  Britilh  otd-^ 
cers  came  to  Cairo,  to  proceed  on  a  tour  to  the  pyramids,  and  to 
vifit  the  other  curiofities  with  which  Egypt  abounds.  In  this  num- 
ber miiy  be  reckoned  Genetals  Coote,  Lord  Cavan,  Finch,  Ludlow, 
afid  Stewartj  te^ether  with  Colonel  Lord  William  Benlinck,  and 
feveral  ottier  oiiu:ers  of  note. 

The  Vizier  iffujed  on  the  l6th  an  order  for  public  rgoicings  at 
Cairo,  to  cekbvste  the  lall  of  Alexandrin.  Thefe  dcmonftratioos 
were  continued  for  thwc  ilicoeffiTe  days,  durkig  'which  there  were 
illuminations  in  the  evenings. 

On  the  above  day  there  were  feveml  raarmge  pioeeffions  at  Cairo. 
1  have  ailmdj  noticed,  without  entering  on  a  particular  defcription, 
that  previoufly  to  the  performance  of  the  religious  rites,  it  is  cuffo- 
maiy  for  each  of  the  parties  to  parade  feparately  the  principal  and 
more  public  ibeetg*  For  this  purpoie  the  bride  hits  her  face  com- 
pletely veiled,  and  wcao  a  rich  Ihawl  ikffexkded  from  her  head,  and 
flowing  hioiely  dawn  to  her  ftct,  with  «  cap  in  the  form  of  a  oowni 
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decorated  with  &()uins^beadS|  aivd  otb^r  fanciful  ornamcAts.  In  ad* 
ditum  to  this  bridal  attire  flic  is  in  cvcry^  other  rcfpcd  very  richly 
drc0ed»  and  is  thtis  led  through  the  ftrcets  by  two  of  her  nearcft  ft- 
male  rdatives^  having  a  female  at  her  fide  to  fan  her  a$  ihe  pailc& 
aloAg*^  She  is  preceded  by  feveral  women^  who  walk  two  and  two; 
and  ^  proccffion  is  accompamod  by  band^  of  niuiic* 

On  fomc  of  thei^  occaiioi^  the  bride  id  fprinkled  with  rofe-water^ 
stpd  has  iilver  veiTels^  'm  which  fragrant  gums  are  burned^  carried  be- 
fprp  bet"  hy  her  ^tt^^dapt^*  It  al^  not  unfreqnently  happens  that  a 
boy  who  la  to  be  Qircun^cifed  is  mounted  on  horfeback  in  front  of  the 
proceilion,  and  i?  preceded  by  a  pe?^  carrying  a  gilt  cafe,  not  un- 
like in  ihape  the  b9x  of  pnfs  of  our  raree-fliow  men,  containing  ^e 
razors  to  be  employed  in  the  operation.  The  boy  is  richly  drefled,. 
and  being  mounted  on  a  borfe  finely  caparifbned,  parades  the  town 
with  feveral  attendants  in  his  fuite^  holding  to  his  mouth  a  white 
h^ndkerchfeff  and  haviQg  hi^bwds.and  fin^rs^ihod  with  the  leaves 
of  the  hepna-i 

Major  Fletcher  of  the  cagineers  arrived  at  Cairo  on  the  18th  from 
AlcJMmdri^,  where  he  had  been  detained  as  a  priibn^  fince  the  un* 
fortunate  accident  I  have  already  notieed* 

On  the  IQth  the  Vizier  re<]uefted  of  Colonel  Hollo  way  to  fumiih 
him  with  a  report  containing  his  opinion  of  the  works  of  Cairo,  and 
of  the  beil  mode  of  dofenc«. 

I  fet  out  early  in  t^h^  moroipg.  i^ith  a  party  to.  pfocecd  by  wadei  to 


^9^^!'*^  f^'v% ■    ■■     I     ' .  I  ^' 1  .'f  \'""^%    ",K'w    is'.}'!*. 


*  Ovqr  the  Vrids  U  canried  a  omepy  formed  of  rkh  fiiawb,  ke.  fupportcd  by  four 
mOf  itttendaiKs:  the  ]mS^pi»  vnfy^^wafij  eixy»liqyed  vfoi^ tM(  o^^^fitm^ 
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the  pyramids  of  Giza,  from  which  place  we  were  joined  by  another 
party,  confifting  of  Colonel  Ramfay  and  feveral  other  Britifti  officers. 
Oftr  excurfion  was  plcafihg  beyond  defcription,  the  inundation  of  the 
Nile  having  converted  the  villages  by  which  we  were  ftirroundcd  into 
fo  many  iflands,  the  appearance  of  which  was  highly  pidurefque. 
The  inhabitants,  both  men,  women,  and  children,  fwam  from  village 
to  village,  carrying  their  clothes  on  the  head  ;  and  many  of  them 
came  to  tlie  pyramids  in  quefl:  of  bock/hj/h,  or  money.  The  donations 
'which  they  receive  on  thefc  occafions  become  the  fubjedl  of  much 
ftrffe  and  contention,  in  arranging  the  proportion  which  fhould  fall 
to  the  lot  of  each  of  the  claimants,  and  mark  the  fuipicious  difpofition 
of  the  Arabs,  as  well  as  the  avarice  which  is  fo  prominent  a  feature 
in  their  charader. 

We  were  conveyed  by  water  nearly  to  the  foot  of  the  mountains 
on  which  the  pyramids  are  iituated,  having  a  walk  of  about  ten  mi* 
nutes  only  to  afcend  to  the  latter.  After  having  gratified  ourfelves 
by  an  examination  of  the  exterior  and  interior  details,  into  a  parti- 
cular defcription  of  which  I  have  already  entered,  of  thefe  flupendous 
monuments  of  art,  we  returned  in  our  germ  to  Cairo.  The  Nile 
continuing  to  rife,  the  whole  of  the  country  between  Giza  and  the 
pyramids  was  completdy  inundated,  together  with  the  greater  part 
of  the  ifland  cf  Rouda. 

A  party  having  been  made  for  the  22d,  we  fet  out  from  Cairo  at  an 
eai4y  hour  in  ihc  morning,  and  proceeded  to  the  foot  of  Mount  Mo- 
katam,  called  by  the  Arabs  Gibbel  Guijfhee,  where  we  alighted,  and 
afcended  the  mountain  by  winding  paths  which  had  been  traced  for 
*he  convenience  of  the  traveller.     The  morning  was  very  favourable 


SYRIA,  AND  EGYPT.  351 

to- our  purpoie,  the  iky  being  covered  by  thin  clouds  which  (hielded 
US  from  the  piercing  rays  of  the  fun,  without  obfcuring  one  of  the 
moil  charming  views  imaginable,  from  the  fummit  of  the  mountain, 
as  welt  of  Grand  Caira  and  of  the  furrounding  country,  as  of  the  very 
extenfive  defert  leading  to  Suez.  In  every  part  of  the  level  country 
we  perceived  that  the  inundation,  of  the  Nile,  had  formed  capaciou»^ 
&as  and  lakes*. 

The  fiirface  of  Mount  Mokatam  fs  compofed  oT  a  variety  of  fub* 
ftances,.  of  which  the  principal  is  a  yellow  calcareous  ftone  fufficiently 
firm  in  its  texture  to  be  converted  to  a.  variety  of  uieful  purposes  in 
the  conftmdion  of  buildings,  &c.  In  fome  parts  we  met  with  a  mix* 
ture  of  flaterflone  and  iand ;.  and  in  others  with  a  ibft  and  white 
calcareous  ftone,  from,  which  the  refle«3ed  rays  of  the  fun,  when  it 
burd  from  between  the  clouds,  was  very  harailing  to  the  fight. 

On  the  flat  furfaces  of  the  mountain  we  difcovered  the  evident 
efieds  of  the  rains>  in  the  formation  of  clefts  or  fiflures.  In  the 
courfe  of  our  refcarches  we  met  with  but  one  entire  catacomb,  chiz- 
zeled  out  ofthe  rock,  but  which  had  been  fpoiledofits  contents. 

Major  Fletcher  ofthe  £lngineers>  who  ws»  one  of  our  party,  hav- 
ing infpeded  the  different  commanding  heights,  and  made  feveral 
fketches>  we  defcended  the  mountain,  and  returned  to  Cairo. 
.  I  rode  afterwards  to  vifit  the  building  in  which  the  black  flaves  of 
both  fexes.are  kept  for  fale.  The  entrance  was  by  a  large  gateway, 
which  brought  me  into  a  fquare,  furrounded  by  fmall  cells  or  cham<- 
bers  in  which  the  flaves  of  either  fcx  were  refpedively  lodged.  There 
are  two  floriea  of  thefe  cells  fitted  for  their  reception ;  but  L  faw. 
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ivirkhiti  the  %uare  three  negr6(!e^  xmly^  one  of  ^hom  bod  a  Very 
young  iftfent,  of  a  white  colour. 

Thefe  \ittfortunate  wretches  are  expofed  to  iaJc  lik^  cattle,  or 

« 

liorfei,  brought  to  ati  European  market ;  faiut  this  <;ruel  tndSlc  had  for 
feverai  years  been  interrupted,  and  indeed  nearly  arniihilated,  tiy  the 
obftacle^  which  had  preventefd  the  regular  arrival  of  iht  caravsfiM, 
one  of  which  was,  however,  expeded  in  the  courfe  of  a  week,  or  a 
fortnight,  with  a  coniiderable  number  of  ilates« 

Being  at  no  great  diftance  from  the  place  where  the  white  ifarvet^ 
natives  of  Georgia,  Circaflia,  and  the  other  countries  fliije^ted  to 
the  Tuilciib  domination,  are  kept,.!  rode  to  the  building  deftined 
for  that  purpoie,  and  found  it  to  have  a  iefs  wretched  appearance, 
and  to  be  Ireer  from  filth,  than  the  one  I  had  juft  quitted.  It  did 
not  contain  any  flavos  ftt  the  time  of  my  vifit.     .    . 

I  rode.  On  the  S8d«  to  Birket«*il-f|rl,  a  large  fipiare,  fituated  in  the 
cdatrt  of  Cairo,  which  bad  been  converted  intoaTaft  lake  by  the 
inundation  of  the  Nile*  In  ptdSing  through  one  of  the  fireets,  i 
met  with  a  radandioly  and  diibeilcd  objcd,  afflided  to  an  extraoT'^ 
dinary  d^ree  w^ith  leproiy.  I  was  afterwards  told  fay  an  inhabitant 
of  Catro^  to  Whom  I  raedtioned  this  circumAanoe,  that  in  the  ifldnd. 
of  Scio  thac  m  a  village  fet  i^aort  £(x  lepers,  to  which  all  the  inhabit 
tants  of  the  J^^kroht  tflaiidi  abided  by  that  diAafe  are  icMf  i^nd 
whidi  if  of  cottTiRs  eaclufivriy  inhabited  fay  tbeib  unfeitonate  indi^ 
yiduils* 

I  proctofed»  -at  one  ti  the  faazafs  of  Cairo,  a  fkmple  of  the  Aonc 
whicli  is  <mplo()red  jby  the! Arabs  to  cnie  the  mange  in  iiorfes.    To 
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cfFed  this,  they  pound  the  ftone,  and  convert  it  into  a  pafte,  whid: 
they  fpread  over  every  part  of  the  animal,  fufFering  it  to  remain  on 
for  the  fpacc  of  three  days,  when  it  is  wafhed  off.  This  ftone  is  col* 
leded  on  Monnt  Mokatam>  ifi  of  a  yellow  colour^  of  a  texture  ibme* 
what  foft,  and  is  named  in  Arabic  tuff. 

On  the  30th  Colonel  Capper  and  Major  Bell,  in  the  iervice  of  the 
Honourable  Bail  India  Company,  left  Cairo  on  their  way  to  India. 

During  the  preient  month  of  September  there  were  fewer  difeafes 
and  lefs  mortality,  both  among  the  inhabitants  of  Cairo  and  the 
Turkifli  troops,  than  had  occurred  during  the  preceding  months. 

Colonel  Holloway,  Major  Hope,  and  myfelf,  having  prqjeded  an 
excuriion  to  Alexandria,  a  boat  was  for  that  purpofe  brought  up  to 
the  canal,  and  (lationed  near  to  our  refidence,  on  the  2d  of  Odoben 
Every  neccflary  preparation  having  been  made,  we  embarked  on  the 
following  afternoon,  with  a  freih  northerly  gale,  in  a  row  boat,  pro- 
vided with  twelve  oars,  and  in  the  courfe  of  an  hour  arrived  at  Boulac, 
where  our  boatmen  took  on  board  whatever  was  neceflary  for  the 
voyage.  At  half  pad  five  o*clock  we  left  Boulac  ;  and  at  nine  in 
the  evening  arrived  at  Shellacan,  or  Charlacan,  where  we  repofed 
for  the  oight  in  our  boat,  it  being  made  faft  to  the  fhore.  At  three 
in  the  morning  of  the  4th  we  profecuted  our  voyage  by  the  canal 
of  Menouf,  oppofite  to  which  place  we  arrived  at  eight  o'clock,  aod, 
having  landed,  proceeded  to  the  town,  where  we  paid  a  viiit  to  the 
Aga,  or  governor.  We  were  yzty  hofpitably  entertained  by  him 
with  coffee  and  other  refrefhments,  in  addition  to  which  he  made 
us  a  preient  of  fowls,  and  other  ftock  for  our  voyage. 

While  the  French  were  in  poflelfion  of  Menouf,  they  ere<5led  twa 
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round  towers,  one  at  each  extremity  of  the  town^  the  whole  of  the 
country  furrounding  which  was  fo  completely  overflowed  by  thfe 
inundation  of  the  Nile,  that  two  villages  had  been  entirely  fwept 
away.  This  devaftation  having  occurred  immediately  before  our 
arrival,  we  faw  the  wretched  inhabitants,  men,  women,  and  chil- 
dren, wading  through  the  water,  with  their  clothes  on  their  heads, 
and  fwimming  acrofs  the  ipots  which  the  canals  bad  deepened,  to 
feek  ihelter  at  Menouf,  and  wherever  they  could  find  an  aiylum.  In 
this  way  fcveral  hundreds  of  them  were  employed  in  driving  before 
them  their  buffaloes,  cattle,  and  other  live  ftock.  Here  I  fhould 
obferve,  that  the  buffalo  is  an  animal  very  expert  in  eroding  rivers^ 
and  in  wading  through  places  where  there  are  large  accumulations 
of  water,  on  which  account,  as  well  as  on  many  others,  it  is  admi- 
rably adapted  to  the  Egyptian  territory,  expofed  as  it  is  to  an  annual 
inundation.  This  creature  may,  indeed,  be  in  a  great  meaiure  con* 
fidered  as  amphibious,  and  is  extremely  fond  of  wallowing  in  the 
"water,  over  the  furface  of  which  the  head  only  is  to  be  perceived. 

Menouf,  like  all  the  towns  of  inferior  note  in  Egypt,  is  principally 
compofed  of  mud  huts,  which  make  a  very  wretched  appearance. 
It  contains  a  manufactory  of  mats,  executed  with  great  tafte  and 
neatnefs,  and  well  adapted  to  the  climate  of  Egypt, 

At  half  pafl:  nine  in  the  morning  we  quitted  that  place,  and  at 
the  expiration  of  nearly  two  hours  entered  the  wcftern,  or  Rofetta 
branch  of  the  Nile.  In  confequehce,  however,  of  the  immenie 
quantities  of  water  -which  had  overflowed  the  furrounding  country, 
and  by  which  the  greater  part  of  the  villages  were  in  a  manner  ifo- 
lated,  and  (landing  in  the  midil  of  immenfe  lakes,  it  was  extremely 
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difficult  to  afccrtain  the  boundaries  of  the  river.  Such  only  of  the 
villages  as  were  fituatcd  on  an  elevated  ground  were  capable  of  re- 
fitting the  devaftating  effeAs  of  the  waters. 

At  five  in  the  afternoon  we  arrived  at  the  village  of  Benofah,  and, 
having  landed,  found  the  inhabitants  buficd  in  preparing  the  indigo, 
of  which  a  great  confumption  is  made  throughout  Egypt.  I  have 
already  touched  on  the  proceiTes  employed,  in  detailing  the  particu- 
lars  of  my  vifit  to  Heliub ;  but  on  this  latter  occafion  I  was  enabled 
to  examine  the  cakes  procured  from  the  fediment  of  the  beaten  and 
macerated  plant.  If  greater  pains  were  to  be  beftowed  by  the  na- 
tives of  Eg)'pt  in  the  manufa(fture  of  this  dye,  thft  quality  of  the 
plant  from  which  it  is  obtained  is  fb  good,  that  it  would  become  a 
very  valuable  and  extcnfive  article  of  commerce. 

Having  paflcd  the  night  in  our  boat,  we  profecuted  our  route  at 
£ve  in  the  morning  of  the  5  th,  and  arrived  at  noon  atFoua,  fituated 
on  the  eaftem  banks  of  the  Nile,  in  the  Delta^  which  had  formerly 
been  a  place  of  very  coniiderable  commerce.  The  buildings  it  con- 
tains are  far  fuperior  to  thofe  which  are  generally  met  with  in  Egypt, 
and  of  a  much  more  cheerful  appearance,  being  conftrudled  of  a 
Teddiih  brick,  pointed  with  mortar.  At  this  place,  which  had  ftill 
an  air  of  carrying  on  an  inconfiderable  fhare  of  traffic,  we  halted  for 
about  an  hour,  and  were  charmed  by  the  pleafmg  afpedl  of  the  fur- 
rounding  country,  which  was  in  a  high  ftate  of  cultivation,  and 
fupplied  with  a  greater  variety  of  trees  than  we  had  hitherto  ob- 
ferved.  Within  the  town  the  inhabitants  were  bufied  in  preparing 
the  flax,  and  extrafting  the  oil  from- the  feeds.  We  obfcrved  feveral 
cplantations  of  rice  and  fugar- canes. 
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At  half  paft  four  in  the  afternoon  wc  arrived  at  Rofetta,  and  imr 
mediately  waited  on  the  Britilh  commandant,  Colonel  Barlow,  of 
the  0 1  ft  regiment.  Wc  alfo  paid  our  icfpcdls  ta  the  Turfcifli  gover- 
nor, wha  very  obligingly  fent  us  a  fuppcr.  We  pafied  the  night  as 
ufual  in  our  boat,  and  were  dreadfully  tormented  by  the  mbfc^uitoes 
and  fand  flies.^ 

A  diftant  view  ofAofetta,  as  it  is  pfeafantly  fituated  on  the  wd^m 
branch  of  the  Nilc>  is  accurately  given  in  Plate  XIX.  *    . 

On  the  'morning  of  the  6th  we  vifitcd  the  encampment  of  GeneraT 
-Baird,  diffaht  from  Rofetta  about  four  miles,  and  were  much  con^ 
cerned  to  hear  that  the  plague  had  recently  bi:oken  qut  among  the 
troops,  fifteen  of  whom,'  partly  Brltifk  and  partly  Sepoys^  had  funk 
under  its  attacks.  Not  one  of  the  Sepoys  who  had  received  the  in- 
£:6lion  efcaped ;  and  as  a  certaia  number  of  them  were  employed 

♦ 

in  an  attendance  on  the  iick,  feveraLof  them  were  m  this^ way  cutoff* 
by  a  communication  of  the  diieafe.     All  the  neceflafsy  precautions 
-had  been  adopted,  and  among  others  the  flri&  performance  of  qua^ 
xantine.     Among  the  other  prevalent  diieafes  in  the  camp,,  dyfenterj 
and  ophthalmia  were  very  obftinate  and  difficult  of  cure. 

Having  been  iiipplied  by  General  Baird  with  a^  tent  and  three 
Sepoys  as  attendants,  and  procured,  by  the  mediation  of  the  Turkifh 
governor  at  Rofetta>  a  few  camels  and  miferable  horfes,  we  quitted 
the  camp  oh  the  morning  of  the  2th,  at  half  paft  eight  o'clock^  on 
our  way  to  Alexandria,     In  croffing  the  dcfcrt,  wc  met  with  the  «• . 
jtiains  of  eleven  pillars,  conftruded  of  brick,  which  had  fcnrmerly  been    , .  .♦•  -iii 
ereded  to  dire  A  the  paflenger  on.  his  way.     The  road  wc  took,  after      /  '^ji. 
having  quitted  the  encampment,  led  obliquely  towards  the  fea  fii<nrc»    f  ^i  ^ 
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and  was  very  agreeable,  independently  of  the  advantage  of  the  fea 
breeze,  by  which  we  were  rcfrelhed.  The  pro^eft  before  us  was, 
however,  occafionally  rendered;  painful  and  diitrcffing  by  great  num- 
bers of  human  bodies  in  a  mangled  ftate,  together  with  detached 
bones,  &c.  fcattered  on  the  beach  to  atteft  the  frequency,  of  the  fhipi- 
wrecks  which  had  occurred,  and  which  had  united  their,  ravages  to 
the  difafters  occafionally  attendant  on  a  paflage  acro&  the  defert.  To 
thefe  caufes,  produAivc  of  fo  diigufting  a  icene,  may  be  added  the 
dreadful  flaughter  of  the  Turks  by  the  French  which  happened  fome 
time  before  ia  the  neighbourhood  of  Aboukir,  when  the  former  were 
headedcby  Sir  Sydney  Smith-,  who  gallantly  endeavoured  to  rally  them^ 
but  in  vain.  In;  endeavouring  to  efcape  from  the  French,  feveral 
thoufands  threw  themfelves  into  the  iea  and  were  drowned. 

At  two  in  the  afternoon  we  arrived  at  the  caravanfary,. and  were 
thereunder  the  neceffity  of  croffing  a  ferry,  the  rapidity,  of  the  cur*» 
rents  occaiioned  by  the  rifing  of  the  Nile  having  fwcpt  away  the 
bridge  of  boats  thrown  acrois  the  river  by  order  of  the  Britiih  Com- 
mander in  Chief,  to  facilitate  the  communication  between  Alcxan* 
dria  and  Rofetta.  It  was  at  this  place  that  the  French  troops  under 
the  command  of  General  BcUiard  embarked,  after  the  capitulation 
of  Cairo,  from  which  place  they  had  been  marched.  We  were  de- 
tained until  half  paft  four  o'clock,  when  at  length  a  germ  was  in 
readinefs  to  receive  paflengers,  camels,  horfes,  and,  in  general,  what*- 
ever  was  to  be  conveyed  acrofs  the  river,  the  current  of  which  "wbs 
rendered  extremely  rapid  at  the  time  of  our  embarkation,  by  the 
flowing  of  the  waters  of  Lake  Edco  into  the  fea.  Having  made 
good  our  paifage,  and  the  camels  being  again  laden  with  the  baggage. 


358  TRAVELS  EN  ASIATIC  ITTRKEY, 

we  bent  our  way  towards  the  block-boufe,  which  we  reached  at  the 
clofe  of  the  evening.  To  efFeA  a  pafTage  acrofs  the  mouth  of  Lake 
Maadie,  now  called  Lake  Aboukir^  and  wkh  a  view  to  the  more 
ipeedy  conveyance  of  paiTengers,  fiiores^  and  baggage,  fcveral  boats 
had  been  fadened  together  fo  as  to  form  a  kind  of  floating  ftage : 
one  of  thefe  boats  having,  however,  been  unfortunately  funk,  this 
mode  of  conveyance  was  impeded  for  the  moment,  infomuch  that  it 
became  neceffary,  on  the  arrival  of  travellers,  to  tow  their  horfes  and 
.  camels  acrofs  the  entrance  of  the  lake.  As  this  was  to  us  an  unftir- 
mountable  obflacle,  now  that  the  night  was  fetting  in,  we  pitched 
our  tent,  partook  of  the  few  refreftiments  we  had  left,  and  repofed 
ourfelves  for  the  night,  with  an  aiTurance  that  we  ihould  be  furnifhed 
with  a  boat  in  the  morning  to  convey  us  and  our  fervants  to  the 
camp.  It  was  agreed  that  our  camels  and  horfes  fhould,  together 
with  the  principal  part  of  our  baggage,  wait  our  return  at  the  block- 
faoufe.     The  camp  before  Alexandria  was  diflant  from  us  about  nine 
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miles  by  water.  Lake  Maadie,  or  Aboukir,  occupying  the  whole  of 
this  extent,  and  communicating,  by  the  new  cut,  with  Lake  Ma- 
reotis.  The  latter  had  become  fo  formidable,  that,  in  fpreading 
itfelf over  a  very  coniiderable  trad  of  country,  it  had  already  deftroycd 
fixteen  villages,  and  had  extended,  in  a  fouthern  direiftion,  upwards 
of  thirty  miles.  The  low  fwampy  grounds  in  the  vicinity  of  Alexan* 
dria  were  at  this  time  completely  inundated  ;  and  it  is  generally  con- 
iidered  that  whenever  this  circumftance  occurs,  it  is  highly  in  favour  of 
the  falubrity  of  the  place.  It  was  accompanied,  however,  by  this  in- 
convenience, that  the  canal  of  Alexandria  having  been  entirely  dc- 
ilroyed  by  the  effeft  of  the  great  accumulation  of  the  waters,  the 
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inhabitants  were  thus  deprived  of  their  fupply  of  frelh  water,  until 
they  could  dam  up  the  cuts,  which  were  now  of  an  immenfc  breadth. 
It  was  in  agitation  to  put  them  into  a  proper  ftate  of  repair  ;  and  in 
the  mean  time  a  bridge  of  boats  was  thrown  acrofs  them,  to  enable 
the  (hipping  to  procure  a  fupply  of  frefli  water  from  the  canal  fituatcd 
above. 

Wc  rofe  on  the  8th,  at  fcven  in  the  morning,  and  having  break- 
failed,  embarked  on  board:  a  germ.  After  a  pleafing  fail  up  Lake 
Aboukir,  we  reached  the  Britilh  encampment  at  noon,  and  landed 
near  the  depot  of  artillery,  whence  we  proceeded  to  pay  our  relpefts 
to  the  commander  in  chief,  with  whom  we  dined.  Our  tent,  with 
which  we  were  fupplied  by  the  Capitan  Pacha,  was  pitched  near  to 
that  of  the  gencraF,  at  an  inconfidcrable  diftance  from  the  fea  fliore, 
and  preciiefy  on  the  fpot  where  the  battle  pf  the  1 3th  of  March  was 
fought. 

We  were  employed  on  the  Qth  in  viewing  the  different  military 
portions.  Nearly  three  thoufand  of  the  French  troops  who  had 
capitulated  ftill  remained  to  be  embarked. 

After  having,  on  the  morning  of  the  loth,  vifited  the  depot  of 
artillery,  we  rode  to  the  weftern  camp  of  Alexandria,  and  were  gra* 
tlfied  by  a  fight  of  Pompey*is  pillar,  as  it  is  commonly  denominated, 
anciently  fituated  in  the  centre  of  Old  Alexandria,  but  at  leafl  a  mile 
diftant  from  the  new  city  of  that  name.  Some  late  diicoveries  have 
afcertained'that  this  celebrated  monument  was  eredled  in  honour  of 
the  Emperor  Domitian.  It  is  a  very  beautiful  granite  column,  of 
the  Corinthian  order ;  the  Ihaft  alone  is  ninety  feet  in  height,  inde- 
pendently  of  its  bafe^  which  is  in  height  five  feet.     The  latter  wa6 
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formerly  in  a  vcr}'  fhattercd  ftatc,  but  had  been  repaired  fomc  years 
before  our  vifit  by  a  Turkifti  governor  of  Alexandria.  It  was  fur- 
mounted  by  a  French  cap  of  liberty^  which  the  Britifh  afterwards 
removed.  This  column^  or  pillar,  confifts  of  three  diftin^  pieces  of 
red  granite.  The  obelilk,  or  x^^cdlc  of  Cleopatra,  ftanding  at  no 
great  drftance  from  it,  is  formed  of  one  entire  piece  of  the  f^mc  ma- 
terial, notwithfta^ding  it  ri^fes  more  than  iixty  feet  from  the  furface, 
with  a  confiderabk  por>tioa  of  its  bafe  funk  into  the  earth.  Near  to 
it  another  obeliik  of  the  fame  form,  and  of  a  fimiiar  material,  lies  on 
the  grouad-  The  hieroglyphic  charaders  i.nfcribed  on  each,  hav- 
ing been  cut  into  the  flone  to  a  great  depth,  arc  very  perfeft,  with 
the  exception  of  thofe  on  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  upright  obeliik^ 
where  the  hot  winds  have  caufed  the  furface  of  the  granite  to  icale 
ipff  in  portions.  In  the  other  parts  it  Hill  retains  a  very  beautiful 
polifh. 

On  the  11th  we  rode  to  Alexandria,  and  in  pailing  through  the 
marine  gate,  faw  the  back  of  the  hand  of  a  coloflus  of  granite,  which, 
from  the  knuckles  to  the  articulation  of  the  wrift,  meafured  upwards 
of  a  yard.  It  had  been  brought  by  the  French  from  Upper  Egypt, 
and  was  conjcApred  to  have  been  a  portion  of  the  coloiTus  credled 
in  that  country  in  hoDO.ur  of  Memnon.  It  ftiU  retained  a  beau* 
tiful  polifh.  Near  to  the  fpot  on  which  it  lay,  icveral  fine  relics  of 
antiquity,  fuch  as  farcopbagi  infcribed  with  hieroglyphics,  &c.  were 
Scattered  on  the  ground* 

On  the  12th,  at  break  of  day,  the  brigade  of  Britifli  troops  com- 
manded by  General  Stewart  was  brought  into  the  field,  and  was 
fevicwed  by  the  Capitan  Pacha,  who  came  to  the  ground  with 
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great  pomp  and  ccrcfn^ny^  and  attended  "by  a  very  iplendid  and  iw- 

mefous  fttite^ 

.  On  tlie  14th  tb6  different  Woricii>  tod  among  Others  the  Pharos, 
retained  by  the  French  iince  the  capitulation^  were  delivered  up  to 
&he  Britiih,  ithts  being  the  day  <)li/v^hit:h  :the  >vhole  of  the  enemy^s 
tfbo^  ilill  remaining  in  Egypt  were  to  embatk  and  proceed  on  their 
Toyigcfbr.ErkttcpA       .    .   '  ,^  .  ' 

.  T&e.Chalrwn  arxived  «!: . AlkvaiWIria  firom  Malta,  A^ith  the  intelli«* 
gence  tliat  the/Suctefi.  frigate  ted  BuUdbg  floop  of  war  had  been 
xecaptured  by  the  Biitifh  cruiiefs.. 
.  Oa  the  mohiihg  of  the  15th  I  rode  to  the  old  ruins>  where  the 
tnnfcrity  of  the  Firench  cofprnfinder  In  chief,  in  the  attack  he  or^ 
tiered  on  the  titx  memorable  21  ft  of  March>  was  attended  by  fo 
dreadful  a  fhmghter  of  hi)  ttoops*  To  atteft  the  great  numbers  who 
had  fallen  within  the  ruins  by  th^  bayonets  of  the  4Sd»  28th,  and 
fl2d  regiments,  the  ipot  was  filrmutided  by  immenfe  moutids,  be^- 
keath  which  the  bodies  pf  the  flain  h{id  been  interred. 

On  the  10th  the  CapitAn  Pachai  accompanied  by  Lord  Qivan, 
and  furrounded  by  a  numerous  fiiite,  entered  and  took  pofieilion  of 
Alexandria*. 

In  entering  the  ibove  city,  I  pafled  through  the  two  fortified  pofir 
tUorn  which  had  been  occupied  by  the  Bricifh  and  Freach,  each  of 
thtm eitending  from. the  fea  to  the  lakes  Maadb  and  Mareotis 
Thefe  lina,  or  poiitions,  had  been  formed  on  fandy  heights,:  of^fite 
to  each  other,  and  were  feparated  by  a  plain .  of  about  bWo  miks  and 
a;half  in  extent.  I  forbear  to  eater  into  any  particular  dcfcription, 
either  of  the&  xhilitaij  pofitions,  or  of  the  wof ks  and  fortifiatdoof 
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in  general  about  Al^xandpia,  being  impreifed  with  a  fnll  perfua€on 
that  this  taik  will  be  undertaken  and  executed  with  ability  by  fbme 
of  the  military  who  partook  of  the  dangers/ and  fhared  the  laurek  of 
the  Egyptian  campaign. 

Having  taken  ovkt  leave  of  theBritiih  commander  in  chief^  and 
of  the  numerous  friends  we  had  foiuid  at  Alexandria,  we  quitted  the 
encampment  at  noon,  and  entered  a  Turkiih  bargc^  which  had  been 
for  that  purpoft  brought  up  to  the  wharf  near  the  depot  of  artilleiy. 
We  feiled  acrofs  Lake  Aboukir,  and  arrived  at  two  in  the  afternoon 
at  the  block  houfe  where  we  had  been  detained  for  the  night  on 
our  route  to  Alexandria.  We  were  there  Informed,  that  on  the  pre- 
ceding evening  a  Dehli,  who  had  been  in  want  of  the  ftage  of  boats 
which  had  been  repaired  fincc  our  laft  vifit,  and  which  happened  at 
the  moment  to  be  Rationed  on  the  oppo^te  iide^  had  repeatedly  dif* 
charged  his  mufket  loaded  with  ball  cartridgesi  The  confequencc 
of  this  imprudence  was,  that  a  ball  bad  entered  the  fhoalder  of  one 
of  our  horfes,  and  occafioned  the  death  of  the  animal.  The  Dehli 
had  been  fecured  ;  and  on  a  complaint  being  made  by  the  comnfiif- 
HsLty  to  the  Kia  Bey,  to  whom  the  nature  of  the  accident  was  exf 
plained,  the  latter  promiied  that  the  horfe  belonging  to  the  Dehli 
Should  be  fent  to  replace  that  which  had  been  killed,  and  a  proper 
puniibment  inflided  on  the  culprit.  Whether  the  latter  part  of 
this  promise  was  complied  with  we  could  not  afcertain;  but  it  is 
cettain  that  the  horfe  was  never  fent.  This  faifl,  however,  accords 
with  Turkiih  promifes  iu  general. 

.    At  eight  in  the  morning  of  the  1 7th  we  proceeded  with  oxjx 
cancels,  faorfes,.and  baggage,  to  the  caravanfary,  and' found  no  diffi* 
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culty  in  croifing  the  paflage  in  the  germ  iladoned  there  for  thei 
purpofe. 

On  our  way  to  Rofctta,  wc  took  the  road  which  led  by  the  fea 
fide,  and  in  approaching  Edco,  came  to  a  marabout,  beneath  the; 
fhade  of  which  we  halted,  and  toot  rcfreflimcnts.  We  had  under- 
ftood  that  a  well  of  good  water  was  ufiially  to  be  foimd  at  this  ipot ; 
but  the  water  we  were  enabled  to  procure  was  brackifh,  and  in  other 
refpeds  of  a  bad  quality. 

We  reached  Rofetta  at  four  in  the  afternoon,  and  having  paid  our 
refpeds  to  Colonel  Barlow,  the  Britifh  commandant,  were  fupplied 
with  a  flipper  by  the  Turkifh  governor. 

We  fpent  the  whole  of  the  1 8th  at  Rofetta,  and  on  the  following 
morning  rofc  at  early  dawn  to  prepare  for  our  return  to  Cairo.  Hav- 
ing taken  our  breakfafl:  with  General  Baird,  we  proceeded  to  join 
the  boats  at  the  village  of  Hammet.  In  the  courfe  of  the  preceding 
evening  the  wtather  had  been  flormy,  with  much  thunder  and  ruin  ^ 
but  the  morning  was  fine,  the  wind  fallen,  and  the  iky  overfpread 
with  light  clouds,  to  fhidd  us  firom  the  fcorching  rays  of  the  fun. 
At  half  pafl  eight  o'clock  we  entered  our  boat,  which,  as  k*  was  uxi"^ 
provided  with  a  fail,  was.attached  to  a  germ,  to  be  in  this  way  towed 
up  to  Cairo,  the  boatmen  declaring,  that  in  confequence  of  the 
flrength  of  the  current  which  fet  in  againfl  us,  it  would  require  at 
leafl  a  month  to  accomplilh  their  objecft  with  oars. 

Wc  had  laid  in  a  flock  of  provifions  for  three  or  four  days,  and 
had  to  felicitate  ourfclves  on  this  provident  fiipply,  fince,  on  our  ar- 
rival at  Foua,  at  five  in  the  afternoon,  the  boatmen  declared  that 
they  could  proceed  no  further  until  the  next  morning,  on  account 
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of  the  icantinefs  of  the  wind^  which  woiald  not  enable  them  to.  ftem 
the  current.  It  was  in  vain  for  us  to  expoitulate ;.  and  we  fubmittcd 
to  the  neceiSty,  however  painful  it  was»  oC  paifixig  the  oight  9t  Foua 
in  our  boat*  .  -  •         * 

We  were  up  betime&  on  the  morniiig  of  the  20th9  but  were  de« 
tained  by  the  caJmfr  until  l^aH  paft  et^[it  oTclockr  whe»  it  Ugjbtt  hilswt: 
fpriiiging  up,. we  obliged  the  biMi^mea  to*  proeeedi  inr  fpitc  of  the 
reludance  they  ftill  manifefted*  The  wind  i^tl»ning»  and  beconok 
ing  more  favoursMe  in  the  cqurie  of  the  day,  we  proiecuted  our 
voyage  uotil  tl\e  fQUowkng  moiriiingr  wbe»  we  reacbod  Bbidac  at  onei 
o'clock.  We  remained  ther/a  until  £z»  at  which  time^  we  pafled 
through  the  bridge  of  boats  at  Fort  Ibrahim,  and^  at  eight  o*cfock 
reached.  CaiTan  Bey.  Whi^ver  faf iafa^lioft  we  might  &el<  on  fihding 
eurfelves.  once  more  «t  CairjOr  to  :wh£di  ^lace  we  wene  now.  becDgxer 
attached  by  a  oefideacc  of  a  6dnfiderricik.dutatipn,  we  hadesreryVeaH 
ion  to.  be:  weU&tssfied  with\  theplcafimbJc  ^xcbisfiou'  W9  had  made* 

I  fiiall  cfollbw  up  tfaist  fittfe^  tour  hyi^  Ibn^e  dietfiila  refa[Uv&  to  C&hxv 
its  inhabitants,  aqd.  the  connti^  by  whicH  it  ia  furrQunded  i  and  ihali 
^l^n^  proceed  to  therecitid  of  the  e tents  which,  occuned  in  £gypt^ 
iubfequently  to  the  laft  date  of  my^narrative.      /  ^ 
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MINT — REMARKABLE  BBBA'frEMENT  QK    THE    COIN'— STKEBTS    OF  CAIRO- 

—CONSTRUCTION^  OP  THE.  HOUSES INTERIOR.  AND- FURNITURE  OF  THE 

HOUSB^-^PAXACBS  OF  THE  BBTS^^M«SQUE8--*DIM£NSION3  OF  tVi^  CIX^ 
-^BAZARS,    OR'  SHOPS— «*IMPROVISATaR| — ^POFUBATION    OP    CAIRO — JO« 

SEPH*S   WELL PALACE  OF  THE  CALIPH    SALAH-ED-DIN — INHABITANTS^ 

OF     CAIRO  "—  COPTIC    LANGUAGE DRESS MANUFACTURES SWORD* 

BLADES—- HORSES COMMERCE   OF   B6TPT AMUSEMENTS    OF    CAIRO— ^ 

DANCmO/GIR^LS-^JUGO^LERS^'-TUMBLERS  AND   POSTURE«MA91CBR&^9^rQL]I> 

CAXRO-^BOULAC — GRANiy  AOUEDUCT — BEASTS  OF  BURTHEN^ TH^J^UFt 

PALO OXEN^  GOATS^    FOWLS^    &p. FRUITS  OF   SGYPT-^VEG^TAU'RS* 

CORN. 

I^RAND  CAIRO,  the  capkal  of  Egypt,  is^By  tHcl  AraBs:  called: 
^^  VLsQcr  or  Mciler,  and  has  alio  been  denominated,  ih^  the.  laiiH 
guage  of  the  countiy,  Kahipa.  &  is  iit^iated  beneath.  Mount  Mokat-* 
tarn,  to.  the  foot  of  which  it  reaches^  on  the  eaftsm-  bank  f£  tlie  Nilc^ 
from  which  it  i»  nearly  a  male  diftant^  and  is  fiirronnded:  fa)^  a.  wall,. 
Ae  cirbunxference  o£  which,  may  be  computed  at  about  three  leagues. 
The  caille,  or  citadel,  iiands  bn^  the  moil:  elevated  part  of  the 
town,  under  Mount  Mokatam,  whibh,  in  the  Arabic  tongue^  ia 
called.  Gibbel.  Girgis,  It  is  cbnje.&u»d:  by  ibme  to  have  beea  built 
by  Sakh-Edden,  a^  Sultan  of  Egrpt,  fe\fenteen  centuries  agoi;.  while 
athexs.carry ba^k:  it»: anti^ty.  tq-afiiV  mom  remotb pcrtisd^ta^ 
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flourifliing  period  of  ancient  Greece,  and  conjefturc  it  to  have  confii- 
tuted  a  part  of  the  Egyptian  Babylon.  It  comprehends  a  \CTy  large 
/pace  of  ground,  and  contains  many  ruinous  buildings,  a  part  of  which 
formerly  boafted  a  coniiderable  ihar-e  of  fplendor,  having  been  inha* 
bited  by  the  Sultans  of  Egypt.  Prior  to  the  invaiion  of  Egypt  by 
the  French,  the  Pacha  of  Cairo  refided  in  a  palace,  now  in  a  very 
ruinous  condition,  within  the  citadel;  and  independently  of  the 
quarter  occupied  by  him,  his  guards,  fuite,  cprps  of  JaniiTaries,  and 
A£afs^  had  jdiftin<%  portions  of  the  buildings  ailigned  to  them. 

However  formidable  this  citadel  may  be  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Cairo,  its  pofitlon  would  be  by  no  means  advantageous  in  the  cafe 
of  a  regular  ilege,  iince  it  is  fo  completely  commanded  by  Mount 
Makattam,  that  an  experienced  enemy  from  without  would  have 
every  advantage  over  the  beiieged  inhabitants. 

The  walls  of  the  citadel,  which  have  been  fufFered  in  a  great  mea- 
fure  to  fall  into  decay,  are  in  general  lofty,  and  appear  to  have  been 
well  built.  In. many  parts  they-  were  repaired,  forti6ed,  and  new 
modelled  by  the  French,  wiiofe  principal  aim  ieems  to  have  been  a 
per&£l  iconunand  of  the  town,  which,  in.its.prefent  ilate,  it  poffiiiTes 
in  a  fufficient  degree  to  overawe  the  inhabitants  in  all  ca&s  of  popular 
tumult  and  commotion.  .    « 

For  the  iizrther  defence  of  Cairo,  to  which  they  dciervcdly  attached 
a  very  partipular  importance,  the  French  conflruifkd  ibveral  fmall 
£3rt8  and  blockrhouies  .on  thp  different  commanding  mounds  of  rub-* 
bi(h  by  which  that  city  is  every  wbeise  iurrounded.  They  alfb> 
formed  lines  which  .extended  from  Grand  Cairo ^to  the  Nile,  inclof* 
ing  Boulacx)!!  the  xiortkiide ;  and^  to  the  fouthwardy  converted  the 
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aquedu<5l  into  a  wall  of  defence,  reaching  from  the  river .  fide  to  the 
walls  of  Cairo. 

On  the  iilands  of  Roudah  and  Lazaretta  feveral  fmall  works  were 
thrown  up  ;  and  on  the  approach .  of  the  Britiih  army  Several  veflels 
were  funk  in  fuch  a  ms^nner  as  to  form  a  boom  extending  acrofs  the 
Nile  from  the  ifland  of  Lazaretta  to  th^  village  of  Embaba.  In  ad- 
dition to  thefb  defences,  the  houie  of  Ibrahim  Bey,  iituated  on  -  the 
eailern  bank  of  the  Nile>  was  converted  into  a  fmall  fort:  and  the 
village  of  Giza  fbrrounded  by  a  wall,  with  feveral  fletches  thrown 
out  in  earth  works,  and  palifadoed. 

.  Within  the  citadel  of  Cairo  there  is.  a  njint  in  which  gold  and 
Silver  monies,  having  on.  them  the  (lamp  of  the  city,  are  coined.  la 
Egypt,  as  well  as  in  Turkey,  the,  latter  of  thefe  coins  are  fo  much 
dcbaied,.  that  the  proportion  of  filver  contained  in  them  does  not- 

exceed  twenty-five  per  cent. 

The  ftreets  of  Cairo  are  extremely  .narrow,  and  winding  in  their 
dircdioa:  being.at  the  fame  time  unpaved,  the  ftranger  who  pafles 
through  them  labours  under  many  difficulties,  and,  in  confequence 
of  their  great  intricacy,  is  frequently  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  a 
guide.  Their  very  contradled  breadth  has,  however,  this  conve- 
nience, that  it  afFwds  to  the  inhabitants  an  almoft  continual  Ihade, 
which,  in  a  cHmate  like  that  of  Egypt,  where  the  fun's  rays  feed  fo 
intcnTe  and  torching  a  heat,  cannot  be  otherwife  than  highly  accept- 
able. They  are  rerldcred  ftill  more  cool  and  agreeable  by  being  fre- 
quently, in  the  CQurfc  of  the  day,  fprinkled  with  water ;  and  in  this 
way  the  duft,,  which,  Vi^hcn  dry,  is  converted  into  fo  fine  and  impal- 
pable a  powder,  fls  to  be  raifqd  into  the  air  by  the  fmallcft  puff  of 
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vfitid,  \s  laid  and  arrefted  in  its  progrefs.  One  of  the  greateft  annoy* 
anccs  to  which  perfbns  on  foot  can  be  iubjedled^  is  thus  lA  n  gtesA 
ineafure  rtHcioyid. 

Tht  houics  of  Cairo  are  lofty,  and  provided  wath  Bat  voo&,  or 
terraced)  the  wall§  of  the  \ov^tr  Aory  betng  conftfiM^cd  «cf  ^a  Miiiti& 
ftoiic,  brought  from  the  nei^hboiatriiig  mtnMbitn.  The  upper  ftorics 
ire  built  a(  wo6d»  with  the  wbldo^trb  projeAing  mto  the  jftreet^  and 
latticed.  The  proje<%on  is  fre^enfly  trarricd  to  ftrch  an  -cxcefi,  that 
the  oppolite  windows  of  tlse  iioufcs  on  each  lide  of  the  firett  nearly 
touch. each  other. 

Within,  "fhc  apartmeiits  of  tT\e  principal  houfes  are  large  and  com- 
modious, and  have  a  capacious  opening  facing  the  north,  which 
ierves  as  a  ventilator,  and  Allows  a  confiant  curr&iit  of  air  to  pais 
through  the  dwelling.  In  the  houfed  inhabited  by  the  Bej%  and  by 
the  inoce  opulent  of  the  merchants,  there  are  hd^ndibme  fountains 
which  are  conftantly  fdayifig.  This  k  ronfidered  as  one  of  the 
greate&  luxuries  that  can  be  enjayed  within  dooiis.  TUe  floors  art) 
of  ftone>  and  are  usually  decorated  with  mofaic  work>  eJcecUted  witk 
muth  tafte  and  neatnelL  The  furnibire  is  much  the  lame  te  that 
employed  in  TurJcey,  and  confifls  principally  of  fofas  and  carpets. 

.  The  great  and  the  w^^lthy  ufually  repofe  oli  a  fofa,  in  the  <»!» 
fcnjoymcnt  of  aU  the  pomp  and  luxury  of  the  eaft,  (mokiitg  until 
fun-iet,  and  taking  between  meals  their  tci&tt^  iherbet,  &€.  While 
the  numerous  dais  of  the  indigent  inhabitants  toil  uticettfingly,  with-^ 
out  a  flielter  from  the  fcorching  rays  of  the  fun,  anci  ftill  appear 
cheerful  and  contented  with  a  fcanty  meal.  This  defcription  of 
jpeople^  indeed,  live  extremely  hard,  have  fcarcdy  a  iufficiency  <^ 
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clothing  to  hide  their  nakednel$>  and  ileep  and  herd  with  their  ani^ 
mals  in  filth  and  wretchednefs. 

The  palaces  of  the  Beys  are  very  capacious,  and  arc  furrounded  by 
high  walls,  with  a  wide  entrance,  but  without  windows,  exteriorly 
at  leaft,  on  the  ground  floor.  Many  of  them  were  in  a  ruinous  ftatc 
^*iat  the  time  of  our  arri\'al  at  Cairo,  having  been  partly  demoliflied  by 
the  French,  together  with  nearly  the  whole  of  one  of  the  fides  of  a 
large  fquarc  called  Ezbekien 

The  mofques  occupy  at  Cairo  large  fpaces  of  ground,  and  are  very 
numerous*  Their  minarets  have  a  fine  appearance  from  a  diflance ; 
but  the  moiques  thcmielvcs  are  much  inferior  to  thofe  of  Cohdan* 
tinople. 

The  length  of  the  city,  from  north  to  fbutfa,  is  about  a  league  and 
a  half,  and  its  breadth  nearly  ^  league.  It  is  provided  with  feveral 
gates,  or  entrances,  the  principal  one  of  which,  leading  in  a  northern 
i^redion  towards  Syria,  is  called  Babel  Naffer.  On  entering  the 
city  by  this  gate,  the  traveller  finds  himfelf  in  a  long  and  narrow 
^reet,  which,  as  it  is  one  of  thoie  more  particularly  appropriated  to 
commeroe,  is  very  populous,  and  conilantiy  thronged  with  paiTen* 
gers.  it  contains  many  bazars,  or  fhops,  fitted  up  for  the  diflerent 
trades  and  profefiions,  and  which  are  not  ill  fiipplied  with  the  com^ 
modities  and  manufactures  of  the  country,  as  well  as  with  thoie  im- 
ported from  Ekirope.  In  this  fbreet,  and  in  feveral  others  which  are 
refpedabiy  inhabited,  a  kind  of  wooden  chandeliers  are  fufpended  in 
the  centre,  at  a  convenient  height,  to  be  employed  in  the  illumina- 
tions wiiich  take  place  on  the  celebration  of  the  different  fcflivals. 

Each  of  the  coffee*houfcs  of  Cairo  is  frequented  by  a  reciter  of 

3  B 
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extemporaneous  vcrfes,  or  perhaps  by  feveral.  By  contributing  to 
the  amufcment  of  the  company,  thefe  tmpravtfaiori  coUcft  fmall 
fums  to  relieve  their  neceffities,  which,  as  their  fole  dependence  is 
placed  on  the  fkill  they  have  acquired  in  the  recital  of  their  im- 
promptus, arc  of  the  moft  urgent  kind.  Accordingly,  they  are  to  be 
met  with,  not  only  in  the  coffee- houfes,  but  on  the  beft  frequented 
roads,  in  the  moft  impoveriflied  and  abjeft  condition,  frequently 
with  a  cap  of  ruflies  on  the  head,  as  a  diftindive  mark  of  their  voca- 
tion. They  there  lay  the  pafTengcrs  under  contribution,  by  the  re« 
cital  of  verfes  in  their  praife,  which,  notwithftanding  thoie  whona 
they  accoft  are  utterly  unknown  to  them,  are  certain  to  be  filled 
with  the  moft  fulfome  adulation. 

It  was  impoilibk  for  me  to  form  an  accurate  idea  of  the  popula- 
tion of  Cairo,  which  I  was,  however,  led  to  think  very  coniiderable*. 
This  opinion  was  probably  in  ibme  meafure  influenced  by  the  nar- 

4 

Townefs  of  the.  ftreeta,.  which  occaiions  them  to  be  almoft  conftantly 
crowded  with  paffengers.  It  is  proper  to  ftate,  however,  that  there 
are.  in  that  city  Very  large  areas,  or  i^aces  of  ground,  unoccupied; 
independently  of  the  very  extcnfive  openings  which  furround  the 
mofques,  the  houfes  of  the  Beys;,  and  the  public  buildings.  Any 
inference  I  could  draw  on  this  head  from  the  mortality  which  took 
place  during  my  ftay  there,  would  be  very  uncertain* 

I  could  not  learn  that  there  arc  any  wells  of  firefli  water  at  Cairo,, 
with  the  exception  of  one  in  the  citadel,  which  boafts  a  confid^rable 
degree  of  antiquity,  and  is  very  curious  in  its  conftrudion.  Its  origin' 
is  carried  back  to  the  reign  of  the  Caliph  Salah-ed-din,  whofc  name- 
properly  iignifles  Jofeph ;  and  it  is  reafonable  to  iuppote  that  it  has 
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received  from  this  circumflanoe  the  denomination  of  Jofeph's  wcU^ 
rather  than  that  it  was  named,  as  Ibmc  have  fuppofcd,  after  the 
patriarch  Jofcph,  the  reputed  father  of  our  Saviour,  Within  the 
qitadcj  there  is  a  very  extenfive  building,  which,  as  it  is  conje6hired 
to  have  been  formerly  the  refidence  of  the  Caliph  Jofeph,  or  Salah- 
cd-din,  is  called  Jofeph's  palace,  and  contains  feveral  veftiges  of  its 
anciept  fplendon  One  apartment  in  particular  is  ornamented  with 
beautiful  mofaic  work,  but  this  room  is  at  preient.  converted  into  a 
doth  raanufa<aory ;  it  leads  into  another .  apartment,  the  ceiling  of 
which  was  formerly  embellilhed  with  paintings  in  fre/co.  What 
renders  the  remote  antiquity  of  this  palace,  which  has  been  without 
doubt  the  refidence  of  the  Caliphs  of  Egypt,  Unqueftionable,  is,  that 
^he  names  of  the  ancient  monarchs  of  Egypt  are  engraven  on  its 
walls,  ;in  charaifters  which  leave  no  uncertainty  as  to  the  time  of  their 
being  wrought* 

;  To  return  to  JoTeph's  well.  It  is  in  depth.no  lefs  than  two  hun- 
dred and  eighty  Engliih  feet,  and  in  circumference  forty,  with  a 
winding  gallery,  by  which  the  men  and  cattle  employed  to  procure 
the  water  aicend  and  defend  at  pleafure.  Both  the  well  and  the 
gallery  leading  to  it  are  hewn  outof  the  folid  rock,  an  undertaking 
>vhich  could  not  have  been  accompliihed  without  a  confiderable  fhare 
of  labour  and  difficulty,  notwithftanding  the  fubftance  of  the  rock 
£;onfifl:s  in  that  part  of  a  calcareous  ilonc,  which  is  not  of  the  hardeft 
texture*  The  water,  which  is  brackiih,  is  drawn  up  by  the  means 
of  large  wheels,  to  which  earthen  vaies  are  faftened,  and  which,  are 
worked  by  oxen  and  buffaloes.     The  vafcs  empty  thcmfclvcs  into  |t 
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trough  9  where  the  water  is  colleded  for  the  various  purpoies  for 
which  tt  is  deftined. 

The  inhabitants  of  Cairo  are  alfb  iiipplied  with  water  from  the 
Nile ;  and  in  this  way  employment  is  found  €^t  a  confiderabk  num^ 
ber  of  men,  who  bring  it  into  the  city  in  leathern  ikins  made  water 
tight>  and  thrown  acrois  the  back  of  camets  aiid  aiTcs.  The  women 
and  children  of  the  poorer  ckfles,  who  cannot  afford  to  purchafe  the 
wata  thus  procured,  although  it  is  ibid  at  a  very  cheap  rate^  repair 
to  the  river  to  £cek  their  fupply,  which  they  carry  on  the  head  itk 
large  earthen  pitchers,  with  great  eaie  and  dexterity,  and,  in  ibme 
inftances,  with  a  confiderable  portion  of  grace* 

The  inhabitants  of  Grand  Cairo,  like  thoie  of  the  other  cities  and 
towns  of  Egypt,  are  a  mixture  of  Arabs,  Copts,  or  ancient  Egyptians,. 
Greeks,  Armenians,  Turks,  and  Mamelukes.     The  Arabs  are  con- 
fidercd  as  by  far  the  moft  numerous  clafs,  which  is  indeed  the  cafe 
in  every  part  of  Egypt.     The  number  of  the  Chrii^ian  refidents  is 
very  inconfiderable.     Arabic,  which  is  the  language  of  the  country, 
is  almoft  excluflvely  fpoken  at  Cairo,  the  Copts,  the  Aborigines  of 
Egypt,  having,  through  difufe,  almoft  entirely  lofl  their  own  lan^ 
guage.     It  is  true  that  their  priefb,  in  the  performance  of  the  mafs^ 
and  other  religious  ceremcmies^  employ  Coptic  books ;  but  I  wa»^ 
aflured  by  feveral  of  the  inhabitants  of  Caiaro,  on  whofe  teflimony  I 
could  rely,  that  they  are  not  in  general  acquainted  with  the  laa--^ 
guage. 

The  Arab  inhabitants  of  Cairo  are  a  very  a^ive  race,  well  propor- 
tioned, and  of  a  flender  make.     In  all  the  laborious  occupations  the 


STRIA,  AND  EOYFn  sTS^ 

females  of  the  inferior  cla6  take  an  adive  part>  and  have  a  dark^  fal^ 
low  complexion^  with  features  calculated  to  excite  diiguft.  They 
marry  when  reiy  young*  and  have  a  numerous  offspring ;.  but  their 
wretched  condition  of  life  expofes  their  cbildrea  to  a  great  mortality^ 
The  appearance  of  the  latter,  and  indeed  of  the  newly  born  infants^ 
is  truly  dldreffing.  The  countenance  is  iallbw^  flaccid^  and  of  ai 
cadaverous bue ;  and  the  eyes  viScAcd  by  ophthalmia^,  to  which  dif<- 
cafe  they  are  fubjed  from  their  eailieii:  infancy-  They  are  alio  much; 
expoied  to  mesenteric  enlargements-  The  ch3dren,.even  of  the  fu*- 
perior  clafies  of  Europeac^,  fuch  as  merchants,  fettled  al  Cairo^  have: 
a  pallid  and  fickly  appearance,  and  are*rcarcd  with  great  difficulty* 
In  general  the  young  are  fwcpt  off  in  great  numbers  by  the  ftnalt- 
pox.  The  frequency,  indeed,  of  difeafe,.  and  the  grea*  mortality^ 
-which  comnrtonly  prevails  among  the  lower  elates  of  the  inhabitants,, 
are  unqueiHonaldy  to  be  a&ribed  to  the  rery  filthy  ftate  in^  whichi 
they  live,  and  to  the  want  of  a  proper  nouriflknent,.  which  latter 
cauie  affet9:s  more  particularly  the  tender  conditioa  of  the  iniants* 

The  parade  which  attends  the  marriage  ceremonies  at  Cairo  £ 
have  already  attempted  to  defcribe»  The  Mahomedans  take  one  or 
feverat  wives,  according  to  their  condition,  and.  the  circumiiances  in 
which,  they* are  placed^ 

The  dreisr  of  the  mca  belonging:  to  the  Tower  cFafe  of  Arabs  con-^ 
£ftsofabIue  cotton  cbemile,  with,  a  broad  leathern,  belt  faftene<£ 
Bouad  the  loins,,  and  a  white  os  coloured  fbuwfc  twifted  liound  the 
head  in:  the  form,  of  a  turban:.  They  wear  neither  ihoes  aos  freck^ 
Sngs.     Their  Sheicks  have  a  large  blue  checkered  or  plaid  handkes^ 
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chief,  which  hangs  loofely  down  from  one  of  the  fhoulders;  and  wear 
flippers  on  the  feet. 

The  drefs  of  the  women  of  the  fame  clafs  is  equally  fimple,  con» 
£fting  alfo  of  a  long  blue  chemife,  without  either  flippers  or  ftockings. 
A  piece  of  black  filk  anfwers  the  purpofe  of  a  veil  fo  efFeftually,  that 
fcarcely  any  part  of  the  face,  the  eyes  excepted,  can  be  icen.  The 
eye-lids  are  blackened  with  a  pigment  made  of  the  teflelated  ore  of 
lead,  which  in  the  country  is  called  alquifotix ;  and  the  chin  is  Aained 
of  a  blue  colour.  The  fingers  are  dyed  of  a  red  or  deep  orange  co- 
lour with  the  leaves  of  the  henna  ;  and  on  the  wrifb  bracelets  of 
coloured  glafs  arc  worn,  wtth  large  rings  on  the  fingers.  The  cars 
arc  ornamented  with  rings,  from  which  pieces  of  money  arc  occa- 

X 

fionally  fufpended. 

»  The  women  of  a  fuperior  rank  in  life  drefs^  nearly  in  the  Turkilh 
ftyle.  Plate  XX.  is  intended  to  reprefent  the  full  drefs  of  a  female  of 
Cairo  of  a  better  condition.  At  pther  times  they  wear  a  large  black 
mantle,  which  in  a  great  meaflire  covers  the  whole  of  the  body,  and 
reaches  down  to  the  heels. 

Among  the  different  articles  manufadured  \n  that  city,  the  white 
and  coloured  cottons,  the  fliawls,  an4  the  filk  and  wooHcn  handker«^ 
chiefs  Ihould  be  noticed,  together  with  a  variety  of  articles  of  fadlery 
and  embroidery,  the  latter  of  which  arc  executed  with  great  taftc 
and  elegance. 

The  faddlcs,  holfters,  and  pouches  for  ammunition,  as  well  as  thofb 
to  contain  the  Koran,  which  the  Mahomedans  carry  conftantly  about 
thcrn^  are  principally  employed  by  the  Mamelukes  and  Turks  of  dif» 
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tin<ftlani  and  are  extremely  handibme.  The  greater  part  of  the 
laddies  and  holfters  are  covered  with  rich  velvety  embroidered  in  gold 
with  much  neatnefs  and  even  elegance. 

The  manufadure  of  iilken  cords,  which  are  attached  to  the  fabr^ 
inftead  of  a  belt,  as  well  as  to  the  pair  of  piftols  flung  acrois  the 
Ihoulders,  and  the  demand  for  which  is  very  great,  gives  employment 
to  a  very  conAderable  number  of  peribns  at  Cairo.  Thefe  cords  are 
like  wife  employed  by  the  Arab  gfoom,  or  Sets,  as  braces  to  fafteh  the 
large  loofe  fleeves  of  his  fliirt,  and  prevent  them  falling  beneath  the 
elbows,  the  lower  part  of  the  arm  being  conftantly  haked.^ 

The  genuine  fabre  blades  fold  at  Cairo,*  and  which*  are  held  in  the 
higheft  eftimation,  are  very  coftly.  As  they  are  howcvet  extremely 
brittle,  the  management  of  them  requires  particular  attention.  They 
are  brought  from  Damafcus  and  Periia,  from  the  former  of  which 
places  the  beil  muiket  barrels  are  alio  procured »  In  the  choice  of 
their  fabres,  the  Turks  refidcnt  in  Egypt  are,  as  well  as  the  Mame- 
lukes, very  fanciful  and  capricious,  but  perhaps  iiot  fo  much  ib  as  in 
the  fcledlion  of  their  horfes,  for  the  purchafe  and  fafe  of  which  Grand 
Cairo  is  a  great  mart.  If,  for  inftance,  a  horie  fhould  have  a  fmall 
curl,  or  feveral  curls  df  hair  beneath  the  mane,  or  in  a  particular  p^rt 
of  the  face,  the  value  of  the  animal  is  greatly  enhanced  in  the  eye 
of  the  purchafer,  who  is  extremely  circumfpcft  in  his  fearch  after 
thefe  favourite  and  particular  marks.       ' 

Among  the  articles  exported  to  Europe  from  Egypt,  and  which 
are  alfo  common  to  Turkey,  may  be  comprehended  rice,  cofite,. 
different  dyes,  fuch'  as  the  keilna  and  cairthamus,  a  variety  of  drugs 
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and  medicinal  gums,  raw  and  other  (ilks,  oil,  foap,  leather^  &c.  f o^ 
Igether  with  dates,  almonds,  and  other  dried  fruits. 

Of  the  amufemcnts  of  Grand  Cairo,  fuch  as  they  present  thcm- 
ielves  without  ^oots  to  all  the  claflcs  of  its  inhabitants,  the  principal 
confifts  in  the  exhibition  of  the  dlm^s,  or  danting  girk,  who  attraft 
ttowds  of  the  populace  in  the  fquares,  flreets,  and  places  of  public 
Tef<Mt.  Thdc  diffolutc  and  abandoned  females  haw  the  face  unco* 
▼efed,  which,  in  th«  countries  of  the  eaft,  is  accounted  in  the  women 
a  certain  indication  of  the  moft  notorious  profligacy*  Their  attire^ 
which  is  well  calculated  to  dii^y  the  £>rm  of  the  perlbn  and  limbs, 
is  thrown  on  with  a  moft  indecent  negligence^  The  movements  of 
thefe  young  females,  in  dancing,  are  rapid,  and  difplay  a  greater  (hare 
<)f  pliancy, and  fiappleneft  of  the  limbs,  than  of  grace.  Towards  its 
cloie  the  dance  becomes  moi^  animated,  and  is  accompanied  by  gef- 
turcs,  motions,  and  contortions  of  the  body  ilill  more  indecent  than 
at  die  commencement.  The  performance  is  uiually  confined  to  two 
of  theie  females  4  but  on  particular  oocaiions  the  number  is  more  con- 
iiderable.  On  the  thumb  and  fore  finger  of  each  hand  they  wear 
the  fmall  cups  called  caftanets^  much  in  ufe  in  Spain  in  dancing 
V  the  fandango,  widi  which  they  beat  time  to  the  found  of  the  mu- 
fical  in^ruments,  coniifling  cither  of  a  hautboy  or  of  a  kind  of  flute; 
accompanied  by  a  tambourine.  A  concert,  which  is  by  no  means 
cither  melodious  or  agreeable,  follows  the  dance* 

This  is  a  great  fburce  of  gratificati^ili  to  the  people  of  Cairo,  as  weU 
as  to  the  lower  clafles  of  the  population  of  all  the  towns  and  villages 
of  Egypt,  where  it  feldom  happens  that  tbeie  dancing  girls  are  not 
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to  be  met  with  in  the  ftrccts  and  places  of  public  refort.  The  more 
rcfpedable  of  the  inhabitants  introduce  them  into  their  houfes,  and 
even  into  their  harems,  where  they  ^ve  Icflbns  of  grace  to  the  females, 
without  a  dread  of  the  latter  being  contaminated  by  the  notorious 

profligacy  of  their  morals. 

The  jugglers  are  alfo  highly  attraAive,  and  perform  their  tricks  and 
deceptions  with  as  much  dexterity  as  the  greater  part  of  the  conj  uror» 
who  attend  the  country  wakes  in  En^and.  Many  of  thefe  people  carry 
about  with  them  large  feipents  of  the  hooded  kind,  on  which  they 
cxcrcife  their  addrefs,  and  apparently  pofleis  a  power  of  rendering  them 
toipid  or  animated  at  plcaAire.  In  addition  to  tbe£e,  there  are  compa- 
nies of  tumblers  and  pofture  mafters,  who,  in  difpls^ing  their  feats  di 
adivity  and  addrels,  are  ccNi^fintitly  attended  by  a  low  buffoon,  the 
jack-pudding  of  the  exhibition  whofe  ofiice  it  is  to  keep  the  popu- 
lace in  a  good  humour  during  the  continuance  of  the  perlbrmances. 

Old  Cairo,  or  Mefr- Attar,  is  fituated  to  the  ibuth  of  Grand  Cairo, 
from  which  it  is  diflant  about  a  mile  and  a  half.  At  the  time  of  our 
rcfidence  in  the  country  the  buildings  were  in  a  very  ruinous  ftate ; 
but  the  wharf,  or  landing-place,  prefented  a  v^y  bufy  fcene,  it  being 
.  the  port  at  which  the  corn  and  other  produce  from  Upper  Egypt, 
for  the  fupply  of  the  oipital,  is  landed.  From  the  convenience  of 
its  Situation,  at  the  (ide  of  the  Nile,  it  is  defenredly  become  one  of  the 
principal  corn  markets  in  the  countiy* 

Boulac,  fituated  on  the  es^ern  bank  of  the  Nile,  is  diflant  from 
Grand  Cairo,  in  a  north-weil  direction,  about  a  mile  and  a  half,  or 
two  miles,  and  is  the  principal  port  for  veffels  trading  from  Lower 
Egypt.     Accordingly,  a  great  abundance  of  com  is  heaped  on.the^ 
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ground  for  falc ;  aad  in  the  magazines  or  warehouses  a  variety  of 
articles  of  commerce  arc  depofited.  It  was  formerly  a  place  of  great 
extent,  and  very  populous;  but  in  confequeace  of  the  devaftations 
committed  by  the  French,  the  greater  part  of  the  buildings  arc  re- 
duced to  a  heap  of  ruins.  Many  of  them  appear  to  have  been  large, 
built  of  ftone,  and  well  conftruded^  The  fuburbs,  or  rather  viUages^ 
contiguous  to  the  walls  of  Caira,  on  the  north  fide,  arc  likcwife  in  a 
very  ruinous  ftate ;  the  buildings  having  ,for  the  greater  part  been 
mutilated  and  defbroyed  by  the  French,  to  enable  them  to  provide 
for  the  better  defence  of  the  town. 

To  the  fouth  of  Grand  Cairo,  and  immediately  adjacent  to  Old 
Cairo,  the  very  extenfive  aquedu(fl  is  iituated  which  was  formerly 
employed  to  convey  the  waters  of  the  Nile  ta  the  pakce  of  the  Pacha 
in  the  citadel.  It  has  no  lefs  than  three  hundred  arches ;  but  is 
at  prefent  out  of  repair.  The  French  converted  k,  however,  to  a 
very  ufcful  purpofe,  by  filling  up  the  interftices  between  the  arches^ 
and  thus  rendering  it  a  wall  of  defence. 

To  conclude  with  a  brief  notice  of  the  natural  produdions  of  this 
part  of  Egypt.     The  horfes,  which  ave  of  the  true  Arabian  breedr 
are  diftinguiflied  by  the  cxccHent  qualities  they  poffefi,  as  weU  as  by  . 
the  fine  fymmetry  of  their  proportions*  'It  is  on  thcfe  horfes  that 
the  Mamelukes  and  other  bodies  of  cavahry  arc  mounted.     The 
camel's  and  afifes  arc  employed  as  beafts  of  burden,  there  not  being 
any  carriages  in  the  country,  with  the  exception  of  the  tartavans,  or 
palanquins,  ufed  by  the  Tui^iih  grandees  and  principal  merchants. 
The  latter  of  tbeie  animals,  and  the  mules,  are  not  negleded  and 
defpifed,  as  is  unfortunately  the  cafe  in  many  other  countries ;  but 
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bave  a  very  careful  attendance,  and  ar€  occafionally  clofe  (beared. 
They  are  larger,  better  ihaped,  and  much  Wronger,  as  well  as  more 
fleet  of  foot,  than  the  fame  animals  in  the  northern  parts  of  Europe. 

The  Mamelukes  and  Turks  being  the  only  perfbns  in  Cairo  who 
are  permitted  to  ride  on  horfeback^  the  c^her  inhabitants  are  obliged 
to  have  rccourle  to  the  mules  and  affes.  The  women  ride  aftridc 
like  tlie  men,  on  a  broad  and  elevated  pad,  covered  with  a  Turkey 
or  other  carpet.  Their  dark  and  gloomy  drefs  refembles  that  of  a 
mafk  in  a  black  domino* 

The  flefti  of  the  buffalo  fupplies  the  table  with  beef,  which,  at  the 
time  the  pafttirage  fprings  up,  after  the  retreat  of  the  waters  diftri* 
buted  by  th?  inundation,  ^s  fat  and  good*  The  fmall  and  delicate 
cows  and  oxen  are  on  a  variety  of  accounts  too  ufcful  to  be  ilaugh* 
tered  for  food :  they  labour  conftantly  at  the  wheels  by  which  the 
wat»  is  convey^  to  the  fields  and  gardens. 

The  goat^  in  Eg}'pt  are  remarkably  fine,  the  females  giving  twice 
in  the  courfe  of  the  day  more  than  a  quart  of  milk,  to  preserve  an 
ample  fiipply  of  which  large  herds  arc  entertained.  Their  ears  arc 
ofanextraordmary  length. 

The  mutton  which  is  procured  at  a  particular  fealbn  is  good,  and 
fold  at  a  cheap  rate,  as  are  alfo  the  geefc,  fowls,  pigeons,  eggs,  &c. 
which  are  in  great  abundance  in  every  part  of  Egypt. 

The  fruits  which  are  attainable  in  the  different  feafbns,  however  • 
plentiful,  are  not  generally  remarkable  for  a  richnefs  of  flavour;  and 
this  obiervation  applies  more  particularly  to  the  peaches  and  apricots. 
There  is  an  abundant  produce  of  lemons,  limes,  oranges,  figs,  bana- 
nas,  dates,  almonds  and  pomegranates.     Of  thefe  the  lemons  and 
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oranges  are  of  a  very  iuperiot  quality,  as  are  alio  the  grapes  and  water 
melons,  the  rcfrclhing  prc^rty  of  which  renders  them  highly  efti-» 
mable  in  fo  burning  a  climate* 

Among  the  vegetables  may  be  comprehended  onions,  which  are 
remarkably  mild ;  cucumbers ;  gourds ;  beets ;  baniers  or  okres ;  ra« 
difhes;  coulcas,  a  (pecies  of  yams,  which,  when  boiled,  bear  fome 
refemblance  to  the  petatoe ;  fpinach ;  artichokes ;  and  the  bizlejan, 
a  vegetable  of  a  purple  colour  and  globular  ihape,  which  appears  to 
be  a  f]3ecies  of  the  egg  plant. 

In  all  the  cultivated  parts  of  Egypt  there  are  abundant  crops  of 
bearded  wheat,  barley,  rice,  dourra,  or  Indian  com,  lupins,  lentils^ 
beans,  flax,  indigo,  and  the  carthamus  plant.  The  com  is  trampled 
out  as  in  Syria,  and  is  ground  in  hand  mills.  The  bread  made  from 
it  is  good  and  cheap.  The  ovens  are  heated  with  the  fteros  of  the 
Indian  com,  the  carthamus  plant,  and  reeds. 
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CHAPTER   XVI. 


ARREST  OF  THE  MAMELUKE   BEYS PROCESSION   ACCOMPANYING  THE  SA- 
CRED CARPET  FOR  COVERING  THE  HOUSE  OP  GOD  AT  MECCA SEVERAL 

BEYS  KILLED  AT  ALEXANDRIA  BY  THE  PERSONS  SENT  TO  ARREST  THEM 
—ANECDOTES  RELATIVE  TO  THE  PLAGUE— CONTEST  BETWEEN  THE  AL« 

BANIANS  AND.  MOGRABIAN  ARABS EXPERIMENT   WITH    THE  FREEZING 

MIXTURE — SUBSIDING  OF  THE  NILE EXCURSION    TO    HELIOPOLIS   AND 

THE  LAKE  OF  PILGRIMS EXCURSION  TO  UPPER  EGYPT  ;    TO  HALLOUAN 

—PRESENT  TO  THE  AUTHOR  OF  A  MUMMY TOURRAH— -THE  CASTLE- 
ROUT  AT  THE  IMPERIAL  CONSULTS — PROCESSION  FROM  BOULAC— CA- 
RAVAN  TO    MECCA — PLAGUE    AT    ALEXANDRIA VIZIER    PREPARES   TO 

aUIT  EGYPT MAMELUKES   PRIVATELY    DEPART   PROM    GIZA MISSION 

ORDERED  TO  ALEXANDRIA AUDIENCE  OF  LEAVE — GOLD  MEDALS  PRE- 
SENTED TO  THE  OFFICERS* 

/^N  our  return  to  Cairo,  on  the  2lft  of  Oftobcr,  after  our  excur- 
^^^  iion  to  Alexandria,  we  were  not  a  little  furprifcd  to  find  that 
eleven  of  the  Mameluke  Beys  had  been  arrefled  during  our  abfence^ 
and  were  in  confinement  at  the  palace  of  the  Grand  Vizier,  This, 
we  were  told,  had  been  done  by  order  of  the  Sultan ;  and  it  was 
added,  that  the  other  Beys  at  Alexandria  were  to  have  been  ar- 
refted  at  the  fame  time  by  the  Capitan  Pacha.  Seals  were  put  on 
the  efFedls  of  thofc  refiding  at  Cairo,  and  guards  placed  at  their 
houfes.  Within  the  palace  of  the  Vizier  large  bodies  of  Arnauts 
were  on  duty ;  and  guards  patrolcd  the  (Ireets  in  the  different  quar- 
ters, of  the  town.  This  ludden  and  very  important  event  was  effefted 
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without  tumult  in  the  capital  of  Elgypt,  df  which  country  the  Mame- 
lukes had  been  in  poiTeflion  nearly  three  hundred  years,  it  having 
fallen  under  the  domination  of  the  Turks  in  the  year  fifteen  hundred. 

In  confequence  of  thefe  proceedings,  as  we  prefumed,  Selim  Bey, 
one  of  the  Mameluke  Beys,  on  the  24th,  furrendered  hitxifelf  for 
protedlon  to  Colonel  Ramfay,  commandant  of  Giza. 

The  proceflion  which  accompanied  the  camel  deftined  to  carry 
the  cloth,  or  carpet,  with  which  the  caaba,  or  houfc  of  God,  at 
Mecca,  was  to  be  covered,  took  place  on  the  morning  of  the  29th,  . 
and  afforded  to  the  inhabitants  of  Cairo  a  very  grand  and  iblemn 
Ipedlacle.  It  was  preceded  by  the  chiaous  of  the  Vizier,  who  was 
immediately  followed  by  the  cadi,  or  judge,  accompanied  by  great 
numbers  of  dervifes,  with  their  facred  banners.  Next  followed  feve- 
ral  of  the  Grand  Vizier's  principal  officers,  with  bands  of  mufic,  and 
colours  flying.  Taher  Pacha,  and  a  confiderable  number  of  armed 
men,  attended  the  proceflion.  Green  cloths,  elegantly  embroidered 
in  gold  with  Turkifli  characters,  were  carried  on  biers.  The  camel 
on  whofe  back  thclacred  cloth  was  borne,  had  plumes  of  feathers  on 
the  head,  and  over  the  body  an  embroidered  green  cloth.  In  pafling 
through  the  ftreets,  the  inhabitants  difplayed  a  great  eagernefs  to 
touch  a  portion  of  the  cloth.  Other  camels,  each  of  them  covered 
with  a  plain  green  cloth,  followed,  with  the  boxes  in  which  the 
treafure  was  to  be  contained.  The  priefts,  as  they  proceeded, 
chaunted  hymns  from  the  Koran ;  and  the  procelflpn  was  clofed  by 
a  body.of  armed  men  on  horfeback. 

Before  the  arrival  of  the  French  in  Egypt,  the  lacrcd  cloth,  or 
carpetf  accompanied  the  caravan  which  fet  out  annually  for  Mecca ; 
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but  this  arrangement^  which  was  now  renewed^  had  been  difconti* 
nued  during  the  kft  three  years. 

On  the  I  ft  of  November  a  difpatch  was  received  from  Alexandria 
with  the  melancholy  intelligence  of  the  death  of  feveral  of  the 
Mameluke  Beys  and  Cachcfs,  who  were  killed  in  a  icufile  by  a  party 
of  the  Capitan  Pacha's  troops,  fent  purpofely  to  fecure  them.  Seve- 
ral others  were  wounded  in  the  conteft.  This  difaftrous  circum- 
ftance  having  been  communicated  to  the  Britifh  commander  in 
chief,  Lord  Hutchinfon,  he  inftantly  adopted  the  neceffary  mea- 
furcs  for  the  proteAion  of  the  furvivors,  manifefting,  at  the  fame 
time,  the  indignancc  of  his  feelings  at  this  grofs  aiid  violent  outrage 
on  humanity.  In  the  mean  time  the  bodies  of  the  deceafcd  were 
interred  with  military  honoiu'Sv 

Colonel  Holloway  and  Major  Hope  were  on  the  above  day  invefted 
with  pelices  by  his  Highneis  the  Vizier^  and  received  the  niedals 
which  the  Sultan  had  tranfmitted  in  teftimony  of  his  approbation  of 
their  ferviccs* 

In  paying  a  yifit  to  an  Inhabitant  of  Cairo,  I  met  with  a  German 
who  had  fpent  nine  years  in  Egypt,  and  who  gave  me  the  following 
remarkable  anecdote  relative  to  the  plague  of  the  preceding  year  : — 

« 

A  veffcl^  coniigned  tp  the  Imperial  coiiful  at  CaiTo,  arrived  at  Boulae 
from  Upper  Egypt,  laden  with  fentia.  The  conful,.  having  eoHeded 
from  the  crew  the  information  that  two  of  the  fcamen  had  died  on 
the  parage  after  aa  illneis  of  twenty-four  hours,  and  having  every 
reaibn  to  fuppoie,  from  the  details  into  which  they  entered,  that  the 
di&afe  could  be  no  other  than  the  plague,  communicated  the  cir- 
cumftance  to  a  perfon  high  in  authority  in  the  French  army  at  Cairo, 
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requcfting  that  the  veflcl  might  be  put  under  quarantine^  fince  it 
would  be  imprudent  to  fufFer  her  to  depart  without  fuch  a  precau- 
tion. This  wife  admonition,  from  a  man  who  had  been  many  years 
an  inhabitant  of  £gypt>  and  whofe  long  experience  and  obfervation 
had  enabled  him  to  forefee  the  dreadful  confcquences  that  might 
refult  from  a  contrary  procedure,  was  moft  unaccountably  difre- 
garded,  and  treated  with  contempt.  The  veffel  failed,  on  her  return 
to  Upper  Egypt,  without  any  precautionary  meafure  having  been 
adopted ;  and  the  whole  of  the  crew,  more  than  twenty  in  number, 
with  the  exception  of  one  man,  fell  viAims  to  the  plague  on  the  paf- 
fage.  The  furviror,  dreading  the  reftraints  which  might  be  impofcd 
on  him,  procured  a  dromedary,  and  fled  to  his  own  village,  where  a 
melancholy  fcene  inftantly  enfued ;  himfelf,  the  whole  of  his  family, 
and  the  greater  part  of  the  population  of  that  and  the  furrounding 
villages  were  apparently  fwept  off  by  the  contagion  he  had  thus  the 
misfortune  to  introduce. 

The  cafe  of  an  old  barber- furgeon  at  Cairo  was  alfo  extremely  fin- 
gular.  At  the  very  advanced  age  of  ninety-fix  years  he  fell  a  vidim 
to  the  plague  of  the  above  feafbn.  He  had  attained  a  high  celebrity 
among  the  pefliferous  patients,  whom  he  had  bled  and  attended  from 
an  early  period  of  life.  It  was  therefore  extraordinary  that  he  fhould 
have  received  the  infeAion  for  the  firfl  time  at  fo  advanced  an  age, 
when  it  was  reafbnable  to  apprehend  that,  from  the  torpor  and  inac- 
tivity which  xnufl  have  been  generally  induced  in  the  temperament, 
be  would  have  been  leafl  fufceptible  to  difeafe. 

It  was  reported  at  Boulac,  on  the  evening  of  the  5th,  that  a  ferious 
i^uarrel  had  taken  place  between  the  Albanians  and  Janiflaries.     It 
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proved,  however,  on  enquiry,  to  have  been  a  difpute  between  the 
former  and  the  Mograbian  Arabs,  by  whom  they  were  accuied  of 
having  {kolcn  icveral  of  their  boys.  The  interference  of  the  JaniiTaries 
-was  neceflary  to  quell  the  riot,  the  animoiity  of  the  parties  having 
been  fuch,  that  fevcral  on  each  iide  were  killed,  and  others  wounded 
m  the  conteft. 

I  rode  on  the  8th  to  Bailatee,  a  village  diilant  about  five  miles,  in 
a  Ibuthern  direction,  from  Cairo.  In  the  vicinity  of  this  village  the 
grounds  were  ftill  moiftened  with  the  rains  which  had  recently  falleh, 
notwithftanding  we  had  had  at. Cairo,  which  was  within  fo  fliort  a 
diflance,  an  almoft  conftant  drought.  A  party  of  fick,  fcventy  in 
number,  belonging  to  the  Indian  army,  who  had  been  left  at  Suez, 
arrived  at  C^ro  abotrt  this  time.  They  aiTured  me  that  in  the  courie 
of  their  march  through  the  deiert,  they  had  encountered  feveral  vio« 
lent  ftorms,  accompanied  by  very  heavy  Ihowers  of  rain,  and  that  it 
was  with  great  difficulty  they  could  prevent  their  tents  from  being 
blown  down.  This  appeared  to  tnt  the  more  extraordinary,  as  the 
;weather  at  Cairo,  during  the  whole  of  the  month  of  Odobcr,  and 
even  to  the  prefent  date  of  November,  had  been  free  from  ^orms, 
and  uncommonly  mild  and  temperate,  with  a  moderate  refreihing 
breeze  in  the  mornings  and  evenings. 

Colonel  Lloyd,  of  the  86th  regiment,  arrived  at  Giza  on  the  above 
day^  with  a  detachment  of  three  hundred  m^n,  from  the  encamp- 
ment before  Rofetta. 

On  the  morning  of  the  1 2th,  the  thermometer  being  at  SQ,  I  took 
equal  parts  of  powdered  nitre  and  fal  ammoniac,  and  threw  them 
into  a  yeilel  containing  .vv^ter,  info  which  lintroduced  a  phial  filled 
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'With  that  liquldj  and,  finally,  th€  thermometer.  In  the  c6urie  of  a 
few  minutes  thjs  m^rciiry  fell  to  32,  the  freezing  point,  at  which  it 
remained^  however,  a  few  leconds  only;  when  it  roie  to  88,  where 
it  remained  for  ibme  time.  Fearing  that  I  ihould  not  fucceed  in 
the  produdion  of  ice,  in  the  preient  experiment,  I  withdrew  th& 
phial  which  contained  the  water,  with  a  view  to  afcertain  the  degree 
pf  cold  it  had  received  by  a  coiximunicatbn  with  the  freezing  mix- 
ture. The  refult  was  a  painful  and  fmartiog  feniation  of  the  fingers,. 
;wbcn  applied  to  the  phial ;  smd  this,  was  of  ibme  continuance^  with 
a  very  diiagrceable  feniation  of  dohL 

r'  On  the  eyening  of  the  1 3th,  General  Stewart  »nved  at  Giza  from 
Alexandria^  with  a  view  tp  the  arrangement  of  the  difficulties  whidt 
had  arifen  between  the  Turks  ^d  .Matn(?}akes»  He  had  been  ient 
oii  this  iervice  by  Lord  Catan,  the  commander  in  chief  ad  interim^ 
General  Hutchi&fOQ  having  quitted  JShtxw^i^  on  account  of  ill 
health* 

:  '  On  the  1 0th  the  Mameluke  Beys,  attended  by  the  gceater  part  of 
their  fuites,  quitted  Cairo^  and  went  over  to  Giza:,  with  their  baggage 
jmd  equipages^ 

About  two  in  the  monung  of  the  20th  there  was  a  mo&  tremeii^ 
dous  ftorm  of  wind  and  rain  at  Cairo,,  accompanied  by  heavy  burili 
of  thunder,  and  very  vivid  lightmng. 

I  made  an  excurfion,  on  the  22d^  along  the  ba^s  of  the  Nile^  to 
the  other  fide  of  the  village  of  Attar  EnnabL  .  The  waters  of  the 
Nile  had  fallen  rapidly>  and  in  fo  confiderable  a  degree,  that  the 
coimtry  was  in  a  great  meafure  .ope».  This  fudden  change  had 
fupplied  the  inhabitantis  with  ample  employment ;  and  they  were 
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accordingly  buiied  in  fowing  the  laads^  which  had  now  receired  all 
the  benefits  of  the  inundation,  with  every  defcription.of  com. 

I  rode  on  the  29th  to  Shubra  and  Damenhoor,  near  Beifbus,  where. 
we  had  been  encamped  previouily  to  our  arrival  at  Cairo.     The 
prefent  month  of  November  having  been  cool  and  moiil:,  with  fogs, 
and  heavy  dews  in  the  mornings,  intermittents  were  become  very- 
prevalent  among  thi^  Britiih  troops  at  Giza. 

On  the  2d  of  December  a  courier  arrived  at  Grand  Cairo  fronv 
Conftantinople,  which  place  he  had  left  twenty-five  day&  before.  He 
was  the  bearer  of  the  welcome  tidings  that  the  preliminaries  of  peace 
between  Great  Britain  and  France  had  been  figned.  The  arrival  of 
Lord  Elgin  m  Egypt  was  daily*  to  be  ezpeded,  his  Lordfliip  having 
vmtten  by  the  courier  to  requeft  of  Colonel  Holloway  to  meet  him: 
at  Alexandria.  .  ,      . 

'  On  the  5  th  Colonel  Holloway  and  Major  Hope,  embarked,  on  board 
a  germi  at  Cairo  lor  Alexai&dxia. 

.  In.  the  moiiths  of  November*  and  December  the  ibutherly  winds 
which  ufuaily  prevail  in  Egyptj  bavii^  paSed  over  an  extenfive  tra£b 
of  country  which  the  inundation  has  moiflened,  render  the  at« 
mofphere.  cold  and  raw.  Durii^the  fuihnier  months,  on  the  other 
hand,  and  more,  eipeciaily  in  July  and  Auguft,  the  winds  from  the 
ibuth'ahd  ibutb*eaft,  in  (heir  pailage '  through  Egypt,  are  accompa- 
nied by  at^  intoife  and  parching  heat  which  is  almoft  produ^ive  of 
^fFocation.  There  have,  indeed,  been  many  inftances  of*  atiimals 
having  been  Suddenly  defbroyed  by  thefc  ardent  Uafts  of  wind. 

A  Tartar  arrived  at  Grand  Cairo  on  the  7th  with  di/patches,  the 
conte;ats  of  which,  were  kept  fecret* 

3  D  2 


388  TRAVELS  IN  ASIATIC  TURKEY, 

A  party  having  been  made  on  the  12  th  we  rode  to  Mataree,  He- 
liopolis^  and  the  Lake  of  Pilgrims/  called  by  the  Arabs  Birket-el* 
Hadgi.  This  lake  is  very  exteniive,  having  a  circumference  of  Several 
leagues^  and  is  furrounded  by  large  woods  of  date-trees^  Beneath 
the  fhade  of  theie  trees  we  halted,  and  partook  of  the  refreihments 
we  had  brought  with  us  :  the  fcene  which  furrounded  us  was  infi- 
nitely agreeable  and  pidurefque,  the  verdant  banks  of  the  lake  being 
covered  with  numerous  flocks  of  iheep,  and  herds  of  goafs  and  bufila- 
loes.  We  croflcd  the  dcfcrt  on  our  return,  and  pafled  near  feveral ' 
parties  of  wandering  Arabs,  whofe  habitations  confifted  of  fmall 
black  tents  raifed  about  four  feet  from  the  ground.  On  the  plainsi 
of  Hellai  we  faw  the  tents  pitched  for  the  caravan  which  was  to  pro-* 

ceed  to  Mecca. 

On  the  1 6th  I  went  by  water  to  the  vicinity  of  the  village  o£ 
Halbiian,  fitiiated  in  Upper  Egypt^  at  the  diflance  of  about  five 
leagues  from  Cairo.  To  the  north  of  Halloiian  lies  the  village  o£ 
Mafler ,  near  which  the  firfl  bariier  of  Upper  Egypt  is  placed.  It 
confifts  of  a  {tone  wall,  with  ieveral  towers,  which  extend  from  the 
e^ftern  bank  of  the  Nile  to  the  mountains^ 

I  went  on  the  following  day  to  one  of  the  baths  at  Cairo.  I  have 
already  taken  occailon  to  obferve  that  they  are  far  inferior,  both  in 
neatnefs  and  convenience,  to  thofe  of  Conflantinople,  notwithiland- 
ing  they  have  been  praifcd  with  fe  enthuiiaftic  a  warmth  of  defcrip«- 
tion  by  Mi  Savary,  who  has,  in  many  other  parts  of  his  work,  givea 
evident  proofs  of  what  can  be  efFeded  by  a  writer  pofleffing  a  lively 
and  fervid  imagination. 

I  noticed  at  this  time  that  there  were  more  deaths  among  the 
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inhabitants  of  Cairo  than  had  occurred  during  the'  preceding, 
mbnths. 

On  the  24th  a  pirty  was  made  to  go  by  water  to  Hallouan.  The 
wind  being  favourable,  our  boat  ftemmed  the  current,  -and  we  had 
a  very  agreeable  fail  to  the  village,  which  ftands  dri  the  fpot  where 
the  Mekias  was  originally  placed,  before  it  w^s  removed  to  the  iiland 
of  Roudah.  In  the  vicinity  of  Hallouan,  which  is  as  poor  and 
wretched  as  the  generality  of  the  villages  of  Egypt,  we  could  find 
nothing  to  attraA  our  particular  notice. 

>  The  Reis  Eiiendi  was  pleafed  about  this  time  to  make  me  a  pre^ 
lent  of  a  mummy  brought  from  the  catacombs  of  Saccara :  the  fub-» 
je£t  appeared,  on  a  nice  infpe6[ion,  to  have  been  aged  from  fixteen  tp 
eighteen  years.  It  was  Inclofed  within  a  coffin  veiy  tolerably  per-- 
feft,  made  of  the  wood  of  the  Pharaoh  fig  or  fycamore  ufiially  cm- 
ployed  on  thofb  occafions.  The  lid  of  the  coffin  was  ornamented 
V^ith  a  Variety  of  paintings  of  hieroglyphics>  and  other  Egyptiah 
devices. 

%  Oi  the  morning  of  the  26th  T  made  an  excurfibn  to  the  village  of 
Tbufrah,  diftant  from  Cairo  about  eight  railes>  in  the  mountainous 
territory  bordering  on  the  dcfcrt.  A  part  of  the  wall,  which  com^ 
mences  at  the  bank  of  the  Nile,  to  form  the  barrier  between  Upper 
and  Ix>^er  Egypt,  paifes  near  this  village,  I  afcendcd  the  barren 
and  rugged  mountain  oa  which  the  Mamelukes  had  ereded  a  caftlci 
and  had  from  its  fummit  a  very  fine  and  extcnfive  view  of  the 
vrcftem.'fide  of  the  Nile,  comprehending  Cairo,  and  a  confiderable 
number  of  villages..    The  corn,,  newly  fbv^fn,  fpringing  from  the 
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ground,  difFufed  over  its  furface  a  pale  green  tint^  which,  combined 
with  the  darker  foliage  of  the  trees  and  flirubs,  iroparted  a  rich  di- 
vcrfity  to  the  fccne.  It  was  more  lively  and  animated  than  any  Ibad 
hitherto  fecn  in  Egypt. 

The  caftlc,  which  had  apparently  been  occupied  by  the  French^ 
had  nothing  left  for  its  defence :  even  the  roofs  and  floors  of  the 
difFercht  buildingjs  contained  within  its  encloiiire  had  been  taken 
away,  to  be  converted  into  fire  wood.  I  was  inclined  ta  afbribe  this 
devaftation,  not  to  the  French,  but.  to  the  Turks,  who  arc  very  ex- 
pert  at  mutilating  and  deflroying,  for  the  fake  of  wood  for  combuftion, 
whatever  they  can  ieize  with  impunity.  This  caftle  is  about  a  mile 
diftant  from  the  Nile,  and  was  well  calculated,  at  the  time  of  its 
^eSion,  for  the  protedion  of  the  barrier,,  which  has  likewise  two 
ibsall  works  for  its  defence. 

;  On  the  fide  of  the  Nile  on  which  the  village  of  Toui^ah  is  iituated, 
the  land  is  by  no  means  in  (6  high  a  ftate  of  cutti vatiob  as  on  the 
weftem  bank,  of  which  we  had  fo  fine  and  diftinft  a  view  from  the 
fummit  of  the  mountain.  The  land  on  the  caftern  bank  coniifting 
for  the  greater  part  either  of  roeky  eminences,  or  of  defert  waftes,  the 
culture  is  chiefly  confined  to  the  grounds  bordering  the  river,  or  to  the 
more  favoured  fpots  fele^ed  for  the  fite  of  the  villages. 
;.  It  being  ^he  feafon  of  the  Chriftmas  holidays,  I  was  pi'eient  on  the 
27th  at  a  rout  given  at  Cairo  by  Madame  Rofetti,  wife  to  the  Impe- 
rial Conful,  at  which  nearly  forty  ladies  of  her  acquaintance  were 
afl!emblcd.  ,  They  were  all  unveiled,  and  fcnoked  with  great  com- 
ppfurc  from  the  long  pipes  which  are  in  fafliion  in  the  country.     Sc* 
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▼oral  of  tliem  had  very  pretty  features^  arthougli  the  eyes  were  large 
and  prominent*  The  eye-brows  were  blackened  with,  the  pigment 
-which  I  hare  already  noticed^ 

•    Towards  the  cloie  of  the  preceding  month,  and'  during  the  prelcnt 
month  <3£  December,,  we  experidnced  in^  Egypt  a^  temperature  which 
bore  ibme  refemblance  to  winter.     The  fall  bf5  the  leaf  was,  hbwi- 
trcT,  chiefly  confined  to  the  vines  and  mulberry- trees,  the  other  tree?, 
as  well  as  the  fbnibs,  prcfcrviug  their  foliage  nearly  throughout  the 
yeAri.    The  mortality  amiong  the  inhabitants  of  Ciairo  was  very  great, 
notwith£binding  it  did  not  appeal^  that  any  cafes  of  plague  had  oc- 
curred.    The  weather  had  been:  invariably  foggy,  with  great  and 
^dden  changes  of  the  winds..     The '  fun,  in  the  day  tim^,  darted 
forth  itspbwetful  rays ;  while  the  eveniti^  and  nights  were  cold  and 
rnoif^.     From,  fhch  a  temperature,  and  from  fuch  a  ftate  of  the  at«^ 
mofphere,  it  ^a»  reafbnable  toexped:  that  dtieafes  would  be  gene> 
rated  {  and  accordingly  dyfenteric  afl^ions  became  very  prevalent. : 
^    At  nine  in^  the  morning  of  the  sd  of  January  1 802,  in  confequence 
of  preparations  for  the  departure  of  the  caravaa  for  Mecca,  a  proeef* 
fttm  ftotn  Boulac  entered  Cuiro  at  the  gate  of  Kkf&m  Bey.     It  was 
fed  by  two. hundred  infantry,  Mograbiahs,  preceded  by  their  flandards^ 
audi  bands  of  mufic,  and  followed  by  their  Pteha,  his  fuitd,  and  Ibd 
borfos*.   Next  foilowed  a«  file  of  fixty  camels  elegantly  equipped^  with: 
painted* fuddles  covered  by  red  houfings  handfomely  embroidered 
withfilVer,  beads,  Ihells,  &c*     To  the  head  of  each  of  thefe  animald 
hufiches  of  coloured  feathers  were  attached  :  fcveral  of  them  bore 
&e  ftg^ndard  of  Mahomed;  and  on  others  men  were  mounted  to 
beat  the  kettle-drums  as  the  proceilion  advanced.     At  the  breaiis  of 
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the  camels  were  faftened  large  bells,,  which  made  a  pei;|>etual  jingle 
as  they  moved  along :  the  body  aad  legs  were  ipotted  and  ftained 
with  the  henna.  Three  men,  fantailically  dicfled,  a'muied  the  fptc^ 
tators  by  their  abAird  tricks  and  extravagant ^eihires.;  while. a  San- 
toiip  or  E^ptian  faint,  preceded  the  camels  on  horfebadJL,  naked^ 
^nd  with  a  collar  of  beads  round  his  necki  to  which  ieveral  bells 
were  alfo  appended.  As  he  rode  he  threw  his  body  into  a  tremu* 
•louSf  convuliive  motion.  This  party  was  accompanied  by  a  maa 
enclofed  in  a  fmall  box,  refembliog  a  part  of  the  apparatus  of  our 
jMippet-lhows,  cohered  with  red  cloth,  feathers,  and  other  fantaftical 
tonamentSb 

The  proccffion  was  clofcd  by  a  file  of  fixty  camels,  canying  the 
:prepared  ikins  which  were  to  contain  the  water.  On  the  back  of 
one  of  theie  camels  was  placed  a  clufter  of  the  lofty  branches  of 
<jrangc,  lemon,  lycamore,  and  other  trees.  Frequent  difcharges  of 
muflcetry  were  made,  and  every  other  demonftmtion  of  joy  mani* 
fefted  by  the  inhabitants,  as  the  proceifion  moved  through  the  flreets 
of  Cairo. 

The  charge  of  the  caravan  had  been  given  by  the  Vizier  to  oofc 
of  his  fuite,  Ofman  Bey,  late  mafter  of  the  ceremonies.  He  now 
ftflutoed  the  titleof  Emir  Hadgi,  or  Prince  of  the  Caravan;  and  held 
An  appointment  of  coniiderable  value  and  importance.  On  the  ptU 
primage  to  Mecca,  which  occupies  a  ipace  of  forty  days,  the  property 
of  all  thofe  who  die  falls  to  the  inheritance  of  the  Emir  Hadgt.. 
,  The  Ranjazan  commenced  on  the  5th  at  fun  fet,  and  was  an* 
ooimccd  at  C^ro  by  repeated  difcharges  of  artillery,  muiketry«  and 
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On  the  morning  of  the  6th,  a  party  having  been  made,  we  croffed 
the  Nile,  with  our  horfes,  to  Giza,  and  rode  to  a  village  called  Me- 
nawarr,  at  a  fmall  diilance  from  Saccara.  The  country  through 
which  we  paiTed  had.aflumed  a  cheerful  afpedl  from  the  corn  which 
was  every  where  fpringing  from  the  earth. 

The  Vizier  having  requeued  to  fee  the  officers  of  the  miflion  dur- 
ing the  continuance  of  the  Kamazan,  we  paid  him  a  viiit  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  Oth,  suid  were  entertained  with  coffee^  flierbet,  and  other 
refrdhments.  The  reception  we  received  from  his  Highnefs  was 
highly  civil  and  gracious. 

During  the  Ramazan,  and  the  feflival  of  the  Biranij  by  which  it  is 
followed,  the  ftreets  of  Cairo  are  illnaxioated  in  the  evenings,  but 
not  with  fo  grand  an  effedl  as  at  Conftantinople.  The  mofques  and 
minarets  were,  however,  on  this  occaiion,  handfbmely  lighted  up 
with  variegated  lamps^  diiplaying  a  variety  of  very  pleafing  figures. 

Very  diftrelOng  accounts  from  Alczwidrifi  wefe  received  it  Cairo 
on  the  1 7th,  relative  to  the  plague,  which  was  £iid  to  rage  with  fo 
much  violence  among  die  Sepoys,  that  they  had  been  ordered  to 
Abou](ir,  to  diminiih  the  chance  of  the  infedion  fpreading  among 
$he  other  troops.  Dr.  White,  at  that  time  employed  with  the  Indian 
army,  who  had  maintained  with  great  obilinacy  an  opinion  that  the 
plague  b  not  infe<^ious,  had,  at  lex^h  been  fatally  convinced  of  the 
danger  refulting  from  the  erroneous  dodlrine  he  had  fupported.  Hav- 
ing been  attacked  by  very  fufpicious  iymptoms,  he  had  written  to 
General  Baird  to  be  relieved,  expreiling  the  ftrongeft  appirehenfions 
of  the  perils  which  furrounded  him.  It  will  be  feen  in  the  hiftorical 
account  of  plague,  that  this  unfortunate  man  fell  a  vidim  to  the  ab> 
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furd  theory  he  had  endeavoured  to  eftablilb,  and  to  the  experimetits 
he  tried  with  a  view  to  its  fupport. 

'  On  the  morning  of  the  19th,  Lord  Cavan,  accomps^ied  by  Mr. 
Stratton,  fecretary  of  legation,  arrived  at  Giza.  His  Lordlhip  was 
received  by  the  Britifh  troops  encamped  there  with  a  falute  of  nine- 
teen guns.  The  Pacha  of  Cairo,  late  Kia  to  the  Capitan  Pacha, 
arrived  at  the  fame  time,  and  encamped  with  his  troops  near  Boulac* 
On  the  20th,  in  the  afternoon,  Colonel  HoUoway,  and  Majors 
Hope  and  Cookibn,  of  the  royal  artillery,  arrived  at  Kaffim  Bey  from 
Alexandria.  In  the  evening  Lord  Cavan  and  Mr.  Stratton  had  au* 
dienees  of  the  Vizier. 

On  the  20th  the  Pacha  of  Cairo  made  his  pubfic  entry  into  that 
city. 

The  Mamelukes  removed  their  encampment  on  the  24'th,  to  the 
fouth  of  Giza ;  and  on  the  following  day  the  Vizier's  tail  was  ient 
forward  to  be  fixed  to  the  north  of  Catro,  where  his^  encampment 
was  immediately  to  be  formed,  with  a  riew  to  the  arrangements 
which  were  to  be  made  preparatorily  to  his  Highnefs  quitting  Egypt* 
on  his  return  to  Conftantinople,  by  the  route  of  Syria. 

On  the  fame  day,  the  25th,  the  Mamelukes,  whoie  numbers  were 
conje6lured  to  amount  to  about  three  thouiand,  privately  qmtted 
Giza,  and  iet  out  for  Upper  Egypt.  It  was  greatly  to  be  appfehended 
that  a  civil  war  would  be  the  refult  of  this  defeAion,  as  the  negoci* 
ations  which  had  been  commenced  with  a  view  to  the  reconciliatioa 
of  the  Turks  and  Mamelukes  were  thus  thwarted  in  their  intention. 
So  fudden  and  extraordinary  a  movement,  indeed,  gave  reaibn  to 
conjedure  that  they  had  entirely  failed. 
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In  the  evening  the  Turks  were  buiily  engaged  at  Boulac  in  load- 
ing germs  with  guns,  ammunition,  and  every  deicription  of  (lores, 
for  the  fervice  of  the  detachments  which  were  ordered  to  proceed 
inftantly  to  Upper  Egypt,  in  purfuit  of  the  Mamelukes. 

On  the  26th  Colonel  HoUoway  gave  notice,  that  the  miflion 
ihould  hold  itfelf  in  readinefs  to  embark  for  Alexandria  on  the 
ihortefl  notice. 

It  was  reported,  on  the  28  th,  that  two  men  had  died  of  the  plague 
in  the  Britifh  encampment  at  Giza. 

Lord  Cavan  and  fiiite,  and  Mr.  Stratton,  iecretary  of  legation, 
were  on  the  2gth  invefted  with  pelices  by  his  Highnefs  the  Vizier, 
of  whom  they  took  leave. 

On  the  30th  General  Stewart  left  Giza  to  proceed  to  Alexandria, 
and  thence  to  England.  Lord  Cavan  and  fuite,  with  Major  Cook-^^ 
fon,  quitted  the  above  place  on  the  morning  of  the  3 1  ft,  under  a 
falute  from  the  garrifon. 

Colonel  Holloway,  and  the  officers  of  the  miffion,  having  had,  on 
the  8d  of  February,  agreeably  to  appointment,  an  audience  of  his 
Highnefs  the  Vizier,  to  take  leave,  previously  to  their  departure  from 
Egypt,  gold  medals  were  prefented  to  fuch  of  the  officers  as  had  not 
already  received  them,  in  teftimony  of  the  approbation  of  the  Sultan 
for  the  fcrvices  they  had  rendered.  On  this  occaiion  coffi^e  and  other 
rcfrefhments  were  ferved  according  to  the  oriental  cuftom. 

The  labours  of  the  Britilh  military  miffion  ading  with  the  Turkifti 
army,  drew  at  length  towards  a  conclufion,  after  a  feries  of  painful, 
haraffing,  and  critical  events,  many  of  which  cannot,  from  obvious 
motives,  meet  the  public  eye.     The  patience,  forbearance,  and  cir- 
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cumfpc6U6n  of  the  individuals  engaged  in  this  long  and  perilous  ier- 
vice^  were  manifefted  on  a  variety  of  trying  occaiions,  which  required 
all  the  energy  inherent  in  the  Britifh  militaiy  charaAer* 

I  cannot,  in  juftice  and  gratitude  to  his  Highnefs,  omit  mention- 
ing, though  it  favours  a  little  of  egotiim,  that  the  Vizier,  on  this 
occa{ion»  did  me  the  honour  to  exprefs  his  acknowledgments  and 
thanks  in  a  letter  of  recommendation  which  he  ient  me,  to  be  deli^ 
vered  to  the  Ejigliih  ambal&dor.  Lord  Elgin,  at  Ccmilantinople,  for 
the  medical  ailiflance  which  he,  as  well  as  many  of  his  people,  had 
xeceived  during  our  connexion  with  his  army. 

The  route  from  Jaffa,  in  Syria,  to  Grand  Cairo,  comprehending 
the  paiTage  acrofs  the  defert,  as  it  was  performed  by  the  army  of  the 
Grand  Vizier,  and  the  Britiih  military  mifiion,  will  be  found  ia  the 
map  which  accompanies  the  texL 
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CHAPTER  XVjn. 


ILAGUR  BEBAKS  OUT  IN  THE  BUIJL1IIKG9  OCCUPIED   BT  THE  BEITISH  MlS-> 

SION — DBPARTUEE  OP  THE    jrANISSARI£S DEPARTURE    OF    THE  VIZIEI^ 

—EXCURSION  UP    THE    NILE SITE    OF    THE    ANCIENT    CITY    OF    MEM- 
PHIS  REMAINS  OF    THE    MEKIAS — DEPARTURE    FROM    CAIRO OBSER- 

YATIONS  ON  THE  RISE  AND  FALL  OF  TilE  NILE. 


npHE  Biram.  commenced  on  the  3d  of  February  at  funi-iet,  and 
was  announced  by  a  ialute  from  the  citadel,  together  with  dif-^ 
charges  of  muiketry  Iq  the  di&ient  quarters  of  the  town. 

On  this  day  we  bad  an  unfortunate  accident.  The  Choarbagi, 
an  officer  of  J^nifTaries,.  whofe  ca&  I  have  defcribed  in  the  Medical 
Journal,  died  of  the  plague  within  the  buildings  occupied  by  th& 
British  miffion.  The  account  of  liis  death,  and  the  circumftanced 
by  which  it  was  accompanied,  were  tranfmitted  to  the  Britifh  com* 
nander  in  chief,  previoufly  to  t^  departure  of  the  miflion  £br  Alc2> 
andria. 

On  the  morning  of  the  4th,  at  fun•rife^the  guns  of  the  citadel, 
and  of  the  difierent  forts  in  the  vicinity  of  Cairo,.were  difcharged,  to 
celebrate  the  Biram,  during  the  continuance  of  which  three  di{^ 
charges  of  artillery  and  muiketry  are  made  daily,  in;  the  morning,  at 
noon,  and  at  Am-fet.  In  the  courfe  of  the  three  days  which  are 
thus  dedicated  to  fcftivities  of  every  defcription,  as  a  relaxation  from 
the  fevere  penalties  of  the  Bamazan^  the  Arabs  and  Turks  engaged' 
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in  fcrvilc  capacities  go  from  houfc  to  houie  to  folicit  hoc\Jhtfli^  or 
money,  of  their  employers. 

Colonel  HoUoway  and  Major  Hope  left  Cairo  for  Alexandria  on 
the  6th.  On  account  of  the  recent  death  of  the  officer  of  Janif- 
iaries,  who  fell  a  yi(5lim  to  plague,  the  detachments  were  to  remain 
at  Cairo  until  further  orders.  I  learned  with  much  iatisfadion  that 
the  Janiflaries  who  were  in  the  chamber  of  the  deceafed  were  all 
well. 

The  JanifTary  Aga,  with  the  JaniiTaries  tinder  his  command, 
quitted  Cairo  at  this  time  for  Conftantinoplc.  The  Vizier  was  to 
take  the  field  on  the  Qth ;  and  was  to  quit  his  encampment  near 
Cairo  in  the  ipace  of  fifteen  or  twenty  days.  The  Turks  ftill  con- 
tinued to  fend  fupplies  of  troops,  ftores,  and  ammunition  into  Upper 
^gypt,  to  be  enabled  to  countera(%  the  defigns  of  the  Mamelukes. 

On  the  9th  I  rode  to  the  Vizier's  encampment.  A  part  only  of 
tlic  troops  were  on  the  ground.  It  was  announced  to  be  the  inten- 
tion of  hb  Highnefs  to  march  in  the  courfe  of  three  or  four  days 
with  about  five  thouiand  of  his  troops,  leaving  the  others,  fifteen 
thoufand  in  number,  in  Egypt,  under  the  charge  of  the  Pacha  of 
Cairo. 

On  the  nth  akampfin  wind  from  the  fouth-wcft  threw  up  im- 
mense clouds  of  dufl,  which  kept  the  atmofphere  in  a  hazy  ilate 
throughout  the  day,  and  produced  an  oppreilive  heat,  with  greiat 
irritation  of  the  eyes.  The  Turkifh  troops  were  employed  in  form- 
ing a  camp  on  Golden  liland. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  13th  the  Vizier  marched  from  his 
encampment,  fituated  without  Cairo,  near  the  villages  of  Izaoui  and 


SYRIA,  AND  EGYPT.  399 

El-Mini,  to  Mattareah,  where  it  was  the  intention  of  his  Highncfi 
to  halt  for  the  remainder  of  the  day ;  and  to  proceed  afterwards  on 
his  route  to  Conftantinople,  by  Belbeis>  £1-Hanka,  Korin,.  Gaza,  He« 
bron,  Jerufalem,  &c»  penetrating  through  Syria  by  Aleppo  and  Da.* 
mafcus. 

The  iky  was  fo  much  overclouded  on  the  14th,  that  the  fiin  was 

« 

completely  obfcured,  a  circumftance  which  is  very  unufual  in  Egypt, 
but  from  which  this  favourable  confequence  xefulted,  that  the  tern* 
perature  of  the  air  was  cool,  refreihing,  and  highly  agreeable. 

A  party  having  been  made  for  the  15th,  we  fet  out  early  in  the 
morning  from  Fort  Ibrahim,  in  a  covered  boat,  and  failed  up  the 
Nile,  with  a  frefh  breeze  from  the  north-eafl,  to  Bederafheen,  a  vil- 
lage diflant  from  Cairo  about  fourteen  miles,  iituated  oppofite  to 
Ualouan.  We  landed,  and  walked  to  the  village,  and  thence  to 
Metterhenina,  about  two  miles  from  the  ipot  at  which  we  landed. 
Metterhenna  is  a  wretched  village,  which  has  nothing  remarkable  in 
itfclf,  but  which  is  well  defer ving  of  a  vifit  on  account  of  the  tradi^ 
tion  which  fixes  it  on  the  iite  of  the  ancient  city  of  Memphis,  cele« 
brated  in  hiflory  for  the  arts  and  fciences  which  fiourifhed  there  with 
fb  much  fplendor,  and  for  the  wealth,  and  munificence  of  its  inhabi- 
tants. This  renowned  city  was,  it  is  faid,  founded  by  Uchoreus, 
who  named  it  after  his  daughter..  The  latter  was  the  wife  of  Nilus, 
from  whom  the  Nile  has  taken  it&  name,  and  to  whom  ihe  bore  a 

ft  ^ 

fon  called  i£gyptus.     From  this  ofifspring  the  country  derived  the 
name  of  Egypt. 

Metterhenna  {lands  nearly  eafl  of  the  village  of  Saccarai  from 
which  it  is  diilant  two  or  three  miles,  and  fix>m  the  pyramids  fix  or 
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fevcn.  In  its  vicinity,  and  more  particularly  on  the  north  and  north- 
caft  fides,  fevcral  fragments  of  granite,  on  which  hieroglyphics  were 
infcribed,  were  lying  on  the.  ground,  Thefe  mutilated  fragments 
appeared  to  be  portions  of  columns  of  large  dimenfions,  and  of  tdif« 
ferent  kinds  of  architedural  ornaments.  On  the  eaftera  fide  of  th« 
village  extenfive  and  high  mounds  of  rubbiih  ran  parallel^  north  and 
ibuth.  It  is  defer ving  of  remark  that  in  every  part  of  Egypt  thefe 
confiderable  mounds  of  rubbifh  pcnnt  out  the  fite  of  an  ancient  town 
or  city.  On  the  outer  fide  of  thofe  fituated  to  the  eaftward  of  Mct^ 
terhenna  we  found  the  veftiges  of  a  wall  of  great  tfaicknefs,  and  evi- 
dently a  work  of  high  antiquity.  It  was  conftruded  in  iuch  a  way 
as  to  bear  a  ftrdng  refemblance  to  the  decayed  walls  I  had  already  ieen 
,at  Conilantinople,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  Alexandria^  the  latter  of 
which  has  been  conjedured  to  have  belonged  to  the  building  that 
contained,  the  library  of  Ptolemy.  The  method  which  was  cm- 
iployed  by  the  ancients  was  to  place  parallel  layers  of  bricks  in  the 
wall,  which,  in  this  inflance,  was  built  of  a  calcareous  (lone,  not 

unlike  in  its  appearance  to  the  fame  kind  of  flone  found  on  Mount 
:MoJcattabi»  whence  it  was  probably  brought.  The  bricks  were  in  ib 
•  friable  a  (late  as  to  referable  maiTes  of  cinders. 

In  fhort,  from  the  different  objeds  which  we  met  with  at  Metter- 
,  henna  we  were  flrongly  inclined  to  give  due  credit  to  the  veracity  of 
/the  hiiix>rians  who  have  fixed  the  fite  of  Memphis  on  this  fpot.  The 
.fragment  of  the  wall,  the  remote  antiquity  of  which  could  not  be 

queilioned  for  a  moment,  by  any  one  who  had  vifited  other  antique 
: monuments  of  the  fame  defcription,  and  the  date  of  which  has  been 

well  afeertained,  was  almoft  a  decifive  proof.     To  this  I  may  add 
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the  portions  of  granite  columns  infcribed  with  hieroglyphic  charac- 
ters, the  immenfe  mounds  of  rubbifh  thrown  up  in  feveral  diredionsi 
and,  more  efpccially,  the  relative  Situation  of  the  fpot  with  the  pyra- 
mids of  Saccara.  Being  extremely  defirous  of  afcertaining  the  flte 
of  this  ancient  city,  I  made  at  different  times,  by  the  means  of  my 
interpreter,  the  minuteft  enquiries  among  the  Arabs  of  all  the  villages 
through  which  I  paffed ;  but  could  never  coiled  the  fmalleft;  infor- 
mation relative  to  the  place  which  Monfieur  Savary  calls  Menf,  and 
which  he,  very  fancifully,  fixes  on  the  iite  of  Memphis. 

The  great  numbers  of  lofty  date^-trees  which  furround  Metter- 
henna*  and  which  had  been  {o  planted  as  to  form  a  variety  of  pleafmg 
gfoves,  together  with  the  fine  plantations  of  corn,  flax,  and  other 
produce,  on  which  the  induftrious  inhabitants  had  beftowed  ^reat 
and  particular  attention,  were  infinitely  agredable  in  their  effeft  ta 
our  party,  who  had  been  fb  long  accuflomed  to  a  painful  refidence  at 
Grand  Cairo,  amidft  the  dufl  and  fcorching  heats.  I  purchafed  for 
a  f€W  paras  a  morfel  of  an  Egyptian  idol ;  and  carried  awdy  with  ixie 
a  fpecimen  of  the  calcareous  ftone  employed  in  the  corifll-udion  of 
the  wall,  together  with  a  fmall  fragment,  of  one  of  thft  granite  co« 
lumns.  In  i^ttiming  to  euf  boat  itt  half  pad:  three  in  the  afternoon^ 
the  Sheick  of  the  village  of  BederaAieen  invited  us  to  take  coffee  atid 
other  refrefhments.  We  did  not  reach  itafTem  Bey  until  nine  in  the 
evening,  our  return  having  been  fbmewhat  retarded  by  the  Wind, 
tvhich  blew  from  the  north-eaft  quarter,  towards  which  we  had  to 
dired  our  courfe. 

On  the  bank  at  the  mouth  of  the  canal  which  leads  from  the  Nile 
to  Halonan  we  obfe^ved  a  flony  furface,  the  veftigc  of  a  building  an- 
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cicntly  creAed  on  the  fpot.  Wc  cbnjedured  that  it  might  be  the 
remains  of  the  Mekias,  which  wa3  originally  placed  at  Halouan,  and 
afterwards  removed  to  the  ifland  of  Roudah, 

On  the  morning  of  the  1 8th  inftruftions  were  received  from  Co- 
lonel Hollo  way  at  Alexandria  to  quit  Cairo,  in  confequence  of  which 
we  were  all  occupied  in  preparing  for  our  departure.  In  the  courie 
of  the  day  our  men  were  embarked  on  board  of  germs;  and  it  was 
expeded  that  we  (hould  be  enabled  to  quit  the  capital  of  Egypt  on. 
the  enfuing  morning,  I  profited  by  the  little  leifure  which  was  af- 
forded me,  and  went  to  Giza  to  view  the  colledions  of  antiquities 
brought  from  Upper  Egypt  by  Mr.  Hamilton  and  feveral  other 
amateurs* 

I  flxall  now  ^ve  the  refult  of  my  obfervations  on  the  rife  and  fall 
of  the  Nile,  from  the  tinie  of  my  arrival  at  Cairo  to  the  prefent  date, 
with  a  hope  that  the  intereft  they  will  excite  will  be  equal  to  the 
pains  I  beflowed  on  them. 

On  the  l6th  of  July  1801,  I  firft  vifited  the  Mekias  or  Nilometer, 
fituated  at  the  fouthem  extremity  of  the  ifland  of  Roudah  near  Old 
Cairo.  The  Arab  who  attended  this  place  informed  me  that  the  Nile 
Had  begun  to  rife  about  the  28th  or  2Qth  of  June ;  iince  which  time 
it  had  rifen  two  piques  and  a  half.  The  rapid  manner  in  which  the 
river  rofe  induced  him  to  believe  that  there  would  be  an  abundant 
Nile  this  year. 

I  copied  the  following  infcription  placed  over  the  door  of  the 
Mekias : 

L*an  Q  de  la  Republique  Fran9aife^  et  1215  de  TEgire,  30  mois 
apres  TiEgypte  conquife  par  Bonaparte,  Menou,  general  en  chef,  a 
repare  le  Mekias. 
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Le  Nil  r^pondoit^  dans  les  bafTes  eaux^  k  3  coudees  10  doigts  de  la 
colonne  le  lome.  jour  apres  le  folftice  de  Tan  8. 

II  a  commence  a  croitre  au  Caire  le  l6rne.  jour  apres  le  memc 
folftice.  II  s*etoit  eleve  de  2  coudees  3  doigts  au  deflus  du  fut  de  la 
colonne  le  1 07  me.  jour  apres  ce  iblflice. 

II  a  commence  a  decrottre  le  115  me.  jour  apres  ce  folftice. 

Toutes  les  terres  ont  ete  inond^es.  Cette  criie  extraordinaire  de 
14  coudees  17  doigts  fait  efperer  une  ann^e  tr^s-abondante.  Lcfiit 
de  la  colonne  eft  de  1 G  coudees. 

La  coudee  eft  de  54  centimetres. 

EUe  eft  divif^e  en  vingt  quatre  doigts. 

TRAKSLATION. 

In  the  ninth  year  of  the  French  Republic,  and  of  the  Hegira  J  2 15, 
at  the  expiration  of  thirty  months  after  the  conqueft  of  Egypt  by 
Bonaparte,  the  Mekias  was  repaired  by  Menou,  comnlander  in  chief. 

When  the  waters  were  at  the  loweft,  on  the  loth  day  after  the 
folftice  of  the  year  8,  (commencement  of  July  1 8O0)  the  Nile  ftood 
on  the  column  at  the  height  of  three  cubits,  ten  digits. 

It  began  to  rife  at  Cairo  on  the  l6th  day  after  the  above  folftice. 
On  the  107th  day  after  the  folftice  it  had  rifoh  two  cubits,  three 
digits  above  the  (haft  of  the  column.  On  the  1 1 5th  day  after  the 
folftice  it  began  to  dccreafo. 

~  All  the  lands  were  inundated.  This  extraordinary  rifo  of  fourteei^ 
cubits,  fcventcen  digits,  gives  every  reafon  to  conjefture  that  the  year 
will  be  very  abundant.  The  ftiaft  of  the  column  is  in  height  fixteen 
cubits. 

3  F  2 
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N.  B;.  A  FfeocK  cubit  (coudoe)  is  nearly  22  inches  aoid  one-iuth 
of  an  inch  Englifli. 

A  digit  (doigt),  blie  twenty- fouftb  part  of  a  cubit,  isisibout  ckvtn- 
tweUths  of  an  inch  Englilh^  that  ia,  1 8  digits,  moks:  about  qim  I^qI 

L 

Englifh. 

« 

It  is  faid  that  the  Delta  in'  the  ipace  of  328^  years  ha^rifbiL  14 
cubitSi  Savapy  obierves  that  the  itandai;d  of  abundance^  ia  tbc  rili^ 
of  the  Nile,  is  1 8  cubits. 

July  23.    Since  the  iGth  inflant,  the  Nile  has.  ri&a  1 2  inches^ 

Auguft  3.  For  fome  days  p^ft  th&  Nile  has  idiea  &om,  12  to.  13 
inches  daily. 

Auguft  5*  The  Nile  water  is  become  extremely  thick,  and  has 
a,cquired>  an  ochry  colour.  It  i^  unfit  for  u£b,.  ui^ij(  thoe^rt-h  ip.  d(;po- 
fitted ;  fot  which  purpofe  the  watser  i&put  into.  porQUS  eai^lb^n J^rs, 
called  by  the  Arabs  birdack,.  made  in.  Egypt.  The  conftaot  eyapor 
ration  through  the  fides  of  thefe  ve^Is  renders,  tbft  wat«  e^tf  AOM^ly 
oool  andr  pleafknt. 

Auguft  Q.  The.canal?  called  the  Fanoe  o£  the  Faithful,,  whish;  VBm. 
througb  Grand  Cairo,  ws^s.  opened  on  this  day.  with  th&u&al.cefe- 
mony.  See-  tho  defcription  of  this  ceremony^  page  3^3 1  dF  the  Journat 

Auguft  1.8%  The*  Nile  u&n  to  the  mack  1 6  cubits  10  di^^ts^  &  «r. 
to  cover  half  the  capital  of  the  column. 

^  September  1 .  The  Nile  afen  to  the  mark  1 7.  cutnts^  wbicb;  Q> 
vers  nearly  tbe^ wholp  ofi  the  capital^  The  Nilp  ro&  Q.feet  diumg  th^^ 
month  of  A^uguft, 

September  18.    Nile  rifen  to  the  mark  IJ  cubits  13  digits. 
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dated. 

September  21. 
'    &pteint)er  23^ 

September  25. 

September  2?. 

September  2g. 

GiStoben  2; 


Neftfly  the  ijv^bole  of  the  iflaad  of  Roudahr  U  imia* 


1  digit. 
4  digits. 


Nile  rifen  to  the  mark  1 T  cubits   1 6  digits. 
Ditto:        *         •  17  cubits    18  digits. 

Ditto         -  -         17  cubits   21  digits. 

Ditto-        -  -         17  cubits   23  digits* 

Ditto         -  -         18  cubits 

Ditto         -  -         18  cubits 

Which  was  the  utmoft  height  of  the  Nile  during  the  year  1801. 
The  Nile  began  to  fall  about  the  8th  ot  Qth  of  Oidlober  at  Cairo, 
but  earlier  at  Rofetta. 

It  lis  obftrved  by  the  inhabitants,  that  if  the  "vviind  continues  north- 
crly-  at  the  time  when  the  Nile  is  at  the  highefli,  it  is  a  very  favour- 
abd^  circumftaQce,.aa  by  this  means  the  Nile  is  kept  high  for  feveral 
days,  fometimcs  fbr  ten  or  fifteen,  with  but  a  fmall  diminution  of  its 
waters,  and  the  land  receives  all  the  benefit  of  the  moifhire.  But 
GO.  the  contrary,  lliQald  the  wind  be  wefterly,  and  blow  fhrong,  it  is 
extceniely  im&vourable;  as,  in  thia  cafe,  the  Nile  is  feen  to  fall  ra^ 
pLdly^  and  the  land  prev^ited  from  Kceiying  the  necefifary  moifhire^ 
from  the  waters  of  the  inundation. 

AxL  inhabitant  of  Cairo,  long  refident  in  Egypt,  afiured  me,  tbat; 
the  Nile  of  the  preceding  year  was  the  higheft  known  fox  thirty 
y^ai5  paiL ,  However,  tiiis  year,  1801,  it  xoA  one  digit  high«c« 
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Nile  fallen  in  the  whole  fince 
8th  Oftober. 


1801. 
0&.    24.  .  . 

Nov.    Q. . . 

13.-  . 
15..  • 

30. .  . 

Dec.    8. . . 

14..  . 

27-. . 

1802. 

Jan.     3. .  • 

10.. . 

17.. . 

24. . . 

31... 
Feb.     7-  • . 

14. . . 


r 

Cubits 


o 
] 

2 

2 
3 
4 
5 
5 

6 
6 


6 

7 
7 
7 
7 

6 
8 


Digits 


5 

8 

4 

10 

15 

19 

6 

14 
2 
6 


18 
O 

7 

14 

20 

O 

4 


Of) 


or, 


... 


... 


... 


.    . 


•   •   • 


... 


.    • 


... 


F«et. 


2 
3 

4 
4 
8 

9 
10 

11 

IJ 


\1 
\1 
13 
13 
14 
14 
15 


Iqchet. 


4i 

51 

Hi 
6 

6 

10| 

7i 

ll 


4| 


10 


H 


4-: 

10|i 
4 
8 

... 


■^^^V'*' 


T^*- 


ill     >■ 


./         • 


f  Which  marks  upon  thai 
\  column  in  the  Mekias  J 


•  . 


Since  the  8th  Od.  1801. 


Column  in 
the  Mekias. 

Cubits. 

Digits. 

23 

20 

0 

1 

1  17 
]6 

i6 

15 

4 

14 

13 

13 
12 

9 
22 

12 

10 

12 

2 

11 

22 

11 

6 

11 

4 

10 

21 

10 

14 

10 

8 

10 

4 

10 

0 

From  the  foregoing  ftatement  and  table  it  will  be  perceived,  that 
th^  Nile  rofe,  during  the  year  1801,  about  twcnty-feven  feet  one 
inch  ;  and  that  it  fell  fifteen  feet  from  the  8th  Odober,  1 801,  to  the 
14th  February,  1802,  when  I  was  about  to  leave  Cairo  on  my  way 
to  Alexandria,  and  from  thence  to  England.  The  mud  depofited 
by  the  Nile  on  the  furface  of  the  country  during  the  inundation,  is 
of  ablackiih,  or  deep  lead  colour;  but>  v^hen  dry,  becomes^  of  a 
lighter,  or  yellowilh  brown  colour.  It  being  compofed  of  a  large 
proportion  of  argillaceous  earth,  the  furface  of  the  country  forms 
itfelf  into  deep  cracks,  or  fiifures,  as  it  dries :  I  coUeAed  ibme  of  this 
mud  for  the  purpoie  of  future  examination,  and  ihall,  on  its  arrival. 
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fubmit  it  to  a  careful  analyfis.  A  depth  of  from  eight  to  ten  inches 
of  this  mud^  the  cffcA  of  the  laft  inundation^  was  feen  in  ieveral 
level  places ;  but  this  earthy  matter  contradls  fo  much  in  dryings 
that  the  depth  of  new  fur^ce^  when  perfeAly  dry,  docs  not  probably 
amount  to  more  than  four  or  fix  inches.  The  French  have  analyfed 
this  mud,  and  have  given  the  refults  of  their  obfervations  upott  it. 
The  following  analyiis  was  made  by  Moniieur  Regnault. 
In  1 00  parts  the  mud  of  the  Nile  was  found  to  contain 

11  of  water, 
9  of  carbon, 
.^  6  of  oxyd  of  iron, 

4  of  iilex,. 

4  of  corbonate  of  magnefia, 
1 8  of  carbonate  of  lime, 

« 

48  of  alumine* 


Total     100.  parts. 


The  water  of  the  Nile,  when  deprived  of  its  earthy  matter,  by 
ftanding  at  reft  in  jars,  is  very  pure,  and  agreeable  to  drink,  and  will 
keep  good  a  long  while.  I  kept  a  quantity  of  it  ieveral  months  in 
an  open  veflel,  and  it  was  equally  good  as  at  firft. 
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CHAPTfER .  XVIII. 


•  I 


VOYAGS  ON  THE  NiLX  FROM  CAIRO  Ti>  BOSETTA — CANAL  OP  MENOUl 
CRUEL  INSTANCE  OF  DEVASTATION  BY  THE  tURKS-r-D ANGERS  ATTEND- 
ING THE  PASSAGE  DOWN  THE  NILE^ — DAHROOT— CEMETERY — DEATH 
6p  the  SHETCK — WRETCtlED    S*rA*E   OF  TItE    INHABITANTS— ARRtVAL 

AT  ROSETTA — PLAGUE    AMONG    THE    K>f)Wi»H  .TROOPS    AT  RO  SETT  A 

SOME  ACCOUNT  OP  THE  PORT  AND   HARBOUR — FORT  JULIEN — HUNTING 

OP  THE  OSTRICH BUILDINGS    AT.    ROSETTA POPULATION ^BAZARS 

WHARF — 'ANIMALS  INDIGENOUS  TO  THIS   fAllT  OF    EGYPT— PISH MA- 
NUFACTURES  GARDENS MORASSES -^DlfcB A Ste  — PLAGUE   RAGES    AT 

ROSETTA THE    MISSION    EMBARK  FOR  ALEXANDRIA LAND    ON    THR 

PENINSULA    LEADING    TO    ALEXANDRIA,    WHERE   THEY   PERFORM  QUA- 
RANTINE  SEPOY  TRIED  BY  A  COURT  MARTIAL  FOR  SUFFERING   ARABS 

TO  ESCAPE  FROM  QUARANTINE CASES  OF  PtAatB  IN  THE  LAZAJR.STTO  | 

•  MISSION   RELEASED  FROM  QUARANTINE — FESTmTIES  IN   COMMEMO- 

I 

RATION   OF    VICTORIES TEMPLE    OF    D^KA^-^IWTA0OMB6  AND  BATHS 

OF  CLEOPATRA. 

X'KTE  i^u^tted  Grand  Cairo  oa  the  10t)i  of  February ,  at  eleven  m 
the  morning,  and  having  embarked  in  oui.germs  for  Boietta^ 
got  under  way  witb<>ut  k>fs  of  time.  Before  we* bad  reached  Boulac, 
one  of  our  germs  unfortunately  ran  aground^  fb  as  to  delay  us  for  - 
fome  time.  At  two  in  the  afternoon  we  pafled  Boulac^  with  a  fine 
breeze  from  the  ibuth-wefl ;  and  at  midnight  were  at  the  entrance 
of  the  canal  of  Menouf^  where  we  brought  to  in  coniideration  of  the 
narrownefs  of  the  canal^  and  the  difficulty  of  its  navigation  in  the  , 

night  time. 
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At  half  paft  four  in  the  morning  of  the  20th,  we  got  under  way, 
and,  as  the  current  was  rapid,  made  a  coniiderable  progrefs,  not  with* 
ftanding  the  wind  was  fcanty.  The  canal  is  ferpcntine,  and  takes  a 
great  variety  of  diredions,  with  a  breadth  that  in  no  part  exceeds 
ninety  yards,  and  in  feveral  is  confiderably  left.  On  its  banks  there 
are  numerous  villages,  the  pofition  of  which  is  rendered  highly  agree- 
able and  pidurefque,  by  fine  groups  of  cedar,  date,  and  ficcamore 
trees.  The  face  of  the  country  was,  as  we  paiTed  in  our  germ,  every 
where  enriched  by  luxuriant  crops  of  growing  corn.  When  we 
were  abreaft  of  the  village  of  Hait,  diftant  about  a  league  to  the 
fouth  of  Menouf,  the  huts  of  which  it  was  compofcd  were  on  fire* 
We  were  told  that  the  village  had  been  viiited  by  a  party  of  Turks> 
who,  not  content  with  having  pillaged  the  wretched  inhabitants, 
had  let  fire  to  their  dwellings,  and  who,  when  invefted  with  a  fmall 
(hare  of  power,  carry  ruin  and  devaflation  wherever  they  go.  We 
paiTcd  Menouf  at  nine  o'clock,  with  a  fine  breeze  from  the  fouth- 
weft ;  and  at  eleven  arrived  at  Naddir,  a  village  fituatcd  on  the  caft- 
cm  bank,  at  thejundlion  of  the  canal  with  the  Rofetta  branch  of 
the  Nile.  We  were  there  obliged  to  bring  to,  and  wait  the  arrival 
of  the  hindmoft  germ,  which,  having  been  frequently  aground,  had 
been  confiderably  delayed.  Indeed,  the  Arabs  by  whom  ihe  was 
navigated,  (cemed  to  be  quite  ignorant  of  the  management  of  the 
veflel ;  and  this  may  be  in  fbme  meafure  accounted  for,  by  the 
circumftance  of  their  having  been  prefled  into  this  fervice  by  the 
Turks  at  Cairo.  We  were  deeply  embayed  off  Naddir;  and  it 
blowing  a  llrong  gale  from  the  weft- fouth- weft,  were  prevented 
from  getting  out  until  feven  in  the  evening,  when  the  wind  fell>  and 

3  Q 
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fliifted  to  the  north-weft.  The  evening  was  clouded  over,  with  fre- 
quent fqualls,  accompanied  by  lightning ;  and  the  fmaller  of  our 
germs,  being  badly  manned,  frequently  got  aground,  infomuch  that 
we  were  obliged  to  come  to  an  anchor  off  the  village  of  CafFagos, 
diftant  from  Naddir  from  eight  to  ten  miles.  The  hindmoft  germ 
had  been  fo  frequently  aground,  that  it  became  leaky,  and  did  not 
reach  us  until  eleven  at  night,  although  the  fmall  cangar,  or  boat, 
had  been  difpatched  to  her  affiftancc. 

At  five  in  the  morning  of  the  2lft  we  got  under  way,  with  a  brifk 
gale  from  the  fouth-weft.  In  confequence,  however,  of  the  difficul- 
ties the  fmaller  of  the  germs  had  to  encounter  in  getting  out,  wc 
were  obliged  to  bring  to  oppofite  the  village  of  Amaroufc,  on  the 
caftefn  (liore,  and  diftant  from  CafFagos  five  or  fix  miles  only.  In 
failing  down  the  Nile,  the  ferpcntine  forms  the  river  afibmes  in  fo 
many  direAions,  and  the  confidcrable  number  of  fand  banks  which 
ure  interiperfed,  render  its  navigation  difficult  and  perilous,  more 
particularly  when  there  is  a  ftrong  breeze.  Our  dangers  were  en- 
hanced by  the  unfkilfulnefs  of  the  boatmen,  who  fcemed  ignorant  of 
their  profeflSon,  and  who  had  to  manage  vefTels  ill  calculated  for  the 
undertaking.  On  the  hindmoft  germ  coming  up,  we  proceeded  at 
icven  in  the  evening,  with  a  very  moderate  breeze  from  the  weft- 
north- weft,  which  occafidnally  died  away  iii  the  couric  of  the  night, 
fo  that  we  failed  and  drifted  alternately* 

On  the  morning  of  the  22d,  at  half  paft  fcven,  we  paflTed  Foua, 
with  a  fmart  breeze  from  the  fouth-weft,  and  at  nine  in  the  evening 
arrived  off  Dahroot,  a  village  fituated  on  the  weft  bank  of  the  river, 
where  we  anchored,  to  wait  for  the  germs  which  had  not  yet  come 


SYRIA,  AND  EGYPT.  411 

up.  Dahroot  is  diftant  about  fix  miles  from  Foua ;  sind  iaces  ano-> 
ther  village  on  the  eaftcm  bank,  called  Sindiy-Whoun,  It  is  more 
refpedable  than  the  generality  of  the  villages  of  Egypt,  the  houles 
being  cgnfiru&ed  of  burned  bricks,  and  of  a  moderate  height.  Many 
of  thern  were  uninhabited  at  the  time  of  our  arrival ;  and  the  vil- 
lage,  according  to  every  appearance,  but  thinly  peopled.  It  appears 
to  have  been  formerly  a  place  of  ibme  importance,  being  provided 
with  a  large  cemetery,  the  tombs  c(»tained  in  which  are  of  a  circu- 
lar form,  and  conftruded  of  bricks. 

We  went  on  ihore,  and  were  ccmcemed  to  find  that  the  iheick  of 
the  village  had  been  unfortunately  drowned  a  few  hours  before.  The 
women  were  all  affembled  in  front  of  the  houfe  of  the  deceaied^ 
bewailing  his  lois,  and  uttering  the  moft  difmal  fhouts  and  criesy 
according  to  the  eaflern  cuflom,  on  the  deceafe  of  any  one  of  the 
inhabitants,  and  at  the  time  of  the  performance  of  the  funeral  obfe* 
quies. 

The  bazars  at  Dahroot  were  very  ill  fupplied,  what  they  contained 
being  chiefly  confined  to  dates  and  fugar-canes.  The  dwellings  of 
the  inhabitants,  who  were  nearly  naked,  were  filthy  in  the  extreme ; 
and  to  this  fource  of  difeaie,  which  may  unqueftionably  be  confidercd 

ft 

as  one  of  the  remote  caufes  of  plague,  may  be  fuperadded  the  fpare 
and  unwholefbme  diet  on  which  the  Arabs  fubfift,  together  with  the 

« 

cuflomary  employment  of  the  women  and  children,  whom  nfeceffity 
obliges  to  colled  the  dung  of  animals  for  fuel.  Perceiving  that  we 
were  Engliih,  the  natives  brought  to  the  germs  fowls,  geefe,  wild 
ducks,  pigeons,  eggs,  and  bread  of  a  good  quality,  all  of  which  ar- 
ticles were  purchafed  at  moderate  prices. 

'     3  6  2 
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The  hindmoft  germ  came  up  at  five  in  the  afternoon,  and  we  In- 
ftantly  bore  awaywith  a  fine  breeze  from  the  north- weft.  The  wind 
becoming  ftill  more  favourable  towards  the  evening,  we  fteered  a 
ftcady  courfe,  and  reached  Rofetta  in  fafety  about  eleven  at  night. 

On  the  morning  of  the  23d  I  went  on  (hore,  and  waited  on  Colonel 
Barlow,  commandant  at  Rofetta,  who  informed  me  that  a  ferjeant 
had  recently  died  there  of  the  plague,  having  furvived  the  attack  only 
24  hours.  Several  fatal  cafes  of  this  difeafe  having  recently  occurred 
among  the  Arabs,  Greeks,  and  other  inhabitants,  the  Colonel  was 
preparing  to  fix  his  refidcnce  without  the  town,  the  more  cfFeftually 
to  fecure  himfelf  from  infeftion,  I  was  informed  that  fo  fudden 
had  been  the  attacks  of  the  plague  among  the  troops  at  Rofetta  fbme 
little  time  before,  and  their  fatal  termination  fo  fpeedy,  that  fevcral 
of  the  peftiferous  lubjeds  had  died  on  their  way  from  the  barracks 
to  the  hofpital,  and  ieveral  others  had  fallen  down  in  the  ranks.  A 
regiment  of  Sepoys,  three  hundred  ftrong,  had  fuftained  a  lofs  of  an 
hundred  and  twenty  individuals,  comprehending  the  women  and 
children,  to  whom  the  difeafe  had  been  equally  fatal  as  to  the  men. 
We  were  compelled,  contrary  to  our  inclination,  to  make  fome  ftay 
at  Rofetta,  in  order  to  procure  germs  adapted  to  our  voyage  to  Alex- 
andria, thofe  employed  on  the  Nile  being  of  a  peculiar  conftruftion, 
which  renders  them  unfit  for  a  paffage  by  lea. 

The  bogaz,  or  bar,  of  Rofetta,  at  which  the  Nile  forms  a  junftion 
with  the  fea,  can  be  croffed  with  fafety  in  moderate  weather  only, 
and  by  veflels  of  a  particular  conftrucftion.  On  this  account  the  trade 
of  Rofetta  is  much  limited.  This  bar  is  formed  by  fand  banks  thrown 
up  by  the  conteft  maintained  between  the  rapid  current  of  the  Nile 
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and  the  waters  of  the  (ea;  and  as  thefe  banks,  or  fhoals,  are  conftantly 
changing  their  pofition,  the  navigation  over  them  is  rendered  ex- 
tremely hazardous  at  particular  feafons  of  the  year,  more  efpecially 
to  thofc  who  are  unaccuftomed  to  the  paflage.  When  the  wind 
blows  frefh  from  the  northward,  with  a  high  fea,  by  which  it  is  ufually 
accompanied,  the  bar  is  rendered  impaflablc  by  the  great  number  of 
Ihoals  which  are  fuddenly  thrown  up.  Many  fatal  inftanccs  of  the 
temerity  of  the  Britifli  feamen  had  occurred  in  the  courfe  of  the  pre- 
ceding fummcr,'when  it  is  faid  that  upwards  of  two  hundred  indivi- 
duals perifhed  in  attempting  this  dangerous  paflage.  It  certainly 
ought  not  to  be  undertaken  unlefs  by  thofe  who  are  in  the  conftant 
praAice  .of  navigating  between  Rofetta  and  Alexandria.  The  Arabs 
wait  invariably  for  calm  weather,  or  for  a  moderate  breeze  from  the 
fouth,  in  cither  of  which  cafes  the  fiirf  is  kept  down,  and  the  paflage 
cfFefted  with  fafety. 

On  the  morning  of  the  24th  I  w^alked  to  Fort  Julien,  difl:ant  from 
Rofetta  about  five  miles,  and  from  the  bogaz  about  a  league.  It  is  a 
fquare  fort,  having  in  its  centre  a  blockhoufe,  and  may  be  confldered 
as  a  work  of  regular  conflruAion.  Plate  XXI.  contains  an  accurate 
^lineation  of  this  fort,  which  has  been  frequently  mentioned  in  the 
memorable  tranfa<^ions  of  the  Egyptian  campaign.  It  contains  alfb 
a  reprefentation  of  one  of  the  Nile  boats. 

The  walk  from  Rofetta  to  Fort  Julien  is  extremely  agreeable, 
through  woods  of  dates,  and  gardens  filled  with  the  choicefl  fruit 
trees,  among  the  great  variety  of  which  may  be  comprehended  the 
banana,  the  orange,  the  lemon,  and  the  citron. 

On  my  return  to  Rofetta  I  faw  a  young  oflrich  which  meafiired 
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about  three  feet  and  a  half  from  the  back,  and,  when  ih  an  creel 
pofture,  from  feven  to  eight  feet  from  the  head  downwards.  The 
fizc  of  thefe  animals,  when  full  grown,  is  enormous.  Tn  many  in- 
ftances  they  mcafure,/in  an  upright  pofition,  from  eleven  to  thirteen 
feet.  Their  extraordinary  fpeed  affords  the  Arab-  who  goes  out  in 
purfuit  of  them  one  of  his  beft  opportunities  to  difplay  his  a^ivity 
and  addrefs..  It,  indeed,  feldom  happens  that  they  can  be  overtaken 
without  the  aid  of  greyhounds ;  and  for  this  reaibn  the  hunters  who 
are  not  provided  with  this  defcription  of  dogs,  feek  a  concealment 
whence,  they  aflail  the  animal  when  within  the  reach  of  the  gun. 
Their  objed  is  to  procure  the  beautiful  feathers,  which  find  a  ready 
fale,  and  to  cxtraft  the  fat,  which  is  employed  for  culinary  purpofes. 
It  is  unneccflary  to  Ipeak  of  the  extraordinary  fizc  of  the  eggs,  which 
is  proportioned  to  that  of  the  animal  ^  but  I  muft  remark  that  in 
Egypt  they  form  a  part  of  the  ornaments  of  the  Turkifli  mofques, 
and  even  of  the  Chriftian  churches,  from  the  roofs  of  which  they  arc 
fuipended. 

We  learned  on  the  25  th  that  Colonel  Hollo  way  and  Major  Hope 
had,  with  Mr.  Stratton,  fecretary  of  legation,  quitted  Alexandria  on 
the  15thf  on  their  route  to  Conflantinople.  On  account  of  the  pre- 
valence of  that  dreadful  fcourge,  the  plague,  we  were  under  the  ne*- 
ccflity  of  obferving  much  circumfpedion  in  our  intercourfe  widi 
Rofetta,  between  which  place  and  Alexandria  all  commerce  was  pro- 
hibited by  land,  by  the  Britifli  commander  in  chief,  and  a  quarantine 
of  twenty- one  days  ftridly  enforced,  in  the  cafe  of  arrivals  by  fea  for 
the  latter  deftination. 

The  town  of  Rofetta  is  delightfully  fituated  on  the  weftern  bank 
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of  what  was  anciently  denominated  the  Bolbitic  branch  of  the  Nile, 
but  which  at  prcfent  bears  its  own  name,  at  the  diftance  of  about 
feven  or  eight  miles  from  the  fea.  It  lies  to  the  north- weft  of  Cairo, 
from  which  it  is  diftant  about  an  hundred  and  thirty  miles,  and  from 
Alexandria  by  fea  forty.  Its  principal  commerce  confifts  in  the  car- 
riage of  merchandize  in  general,  and  of  European  commodities  in  par- 
ticular, configned  from  Alexandria,  to  be  conveyed  to  Grand  Cairo, 
and  thence .  to  be  diftributed  throughout  Egypt.  It  thus  becomes 
the  entrepot  of  the  trade  of  that  country  ;  and  in  this  point  of  view  is 
of  confiderable  importance. 

The  houfes.of  Rofetta  arc  conftrudled  of  red  burned  bricks,  and 
are  lofty,  many  of  them  having  four,  and  even  five  ftories.  They  are 
pointed  with  white  mortar,  which  gives  them,  when  viewed  from  a 
diftance,  an  air  of  neatnefs,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  renders  their 
afpedl  cheerful.  The  ftrcets  are  very  narrow.  On  the  whole,  not- 
withftanding  it  contains  but  few  ftriking  public  edifices,  Rofetta  rhuft 
be  confidercd  as  a  handfome  place  by  thofe  who  have  becti  accuf- 
tomed  to  the  fight  of  mud  huts,  and  the  fandy  dcferts.  The  mofqucs 
and  their  minarets  arc,  as  well  as  the  houfcs,  built  with  bricks,  plaif- 
tered  over  and  white- walhcd.  In  this  ftylc  of  external  decorations, 
the  natives  poflTefs,  as  well  as  the  Turks,  a  peculiar  excellence. 

The  population  of  Rofetta  may  be  eftimated  at  from  eight  to  ten 
thoufand  fouls ;  but  on  a  view  of  the  great  number  of  houfes  which 
were  uninhabited  at  the  time  of  our  ftay  there,  it  appeared  to  be  ca- 
pable of  containing  at  leaft  treble  the  number.  Its  internal  tran-: 
^uillity  was  lefs  difturbcd  by  the  French  invafion  of  Egypt  than  that 
of  any  other  place ;  a  circumftancc  which  may  probably  have  arifcn 
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from  the  milder  difpoiition  of  its  inhabitants,  whofe  commercial  in- 
tcrcourfe  with  other  nations  has  given  them  a  fbftcr  polifh. 

The  lively  Icenc  I  had  occafion  to  witnefs  at  Rofetta,  on  my 
paflage  through  that  place  in  the  preceding  month  of  Oftober, 
when  the  Britifli  troops  commanded  by  General  Baird  were  en- 
camped in  its  vicinity,  had  completely  difappeared.  The  bazars 
were  at  that  period  well  fupplied  with  European  commodities;  while 
at  the  prefent  they  contained  no  other  articles  except  fuch  as  are  to 
be  found  in  all  the  bazars  of  Egypt  and  Turkey.  The  vrharf  on 
which  the  goods  are  landed  is  in  length  nearly  a  mile,  and  is  provided 
■with  capacious  warehoufes.  This  place  appears  moft  advantageoufly 
to  the  traveller  who  has  made  the  journey  thither  from  Alexandria 
acrofs  the  defcrt,  which  brings  him  to  the  very  walls  ofthc  gardens. 
It  follows  from  this  proximity  of  the  defert,  that  the  cultivation  k 
chiefly  confined  to  the  land  which  extends  in  the  diredlion  of  the 
river.  The  Pcrfian  wheels  employed  for  the  irrigation  of  the  gardens 
and  grounds,  are  worked  by  cows  and  buffaloes. 

Immenfe  quantities  of  wild  ducks,  teals,  and  widgeons,  hover  over 
the  Nile,  and  are  caught  by  the  inhabitants  with  nets  :  they  are  large 
and  finely  flavoured,  and  are  fold  uncommonly  cheap.  On  the  fide 
of  the  Delta  there  are  numerous  flocks  of  fine  fiiipes.  Rabbits  are 
cxpofed  for  falc  at  Rofetta,  but  are  very  fcarce,  as  is  the  cafe  through- 
out Egypt.  The  mutton  is  good,  as  is  alfo  after  the  inundation  the 
flefh  of  the  buffalo,  which  is  the  only  beef  flaughtered  for  the  tabic. 
The  flocks  of  ftieep  browze  on  the  fkirts  of  the  defcrt,  in  the  forefls 
of  date- trees.  The  great  dependance  of  the  inhabitants  for  their  fup- 
plies  is  on  the  luxuriant  and  fertile  Delta,  which  pours  forth  its  abun- 
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dant  produce  to  adminifter  to  the  wants  of  man,  and  the  riches  of 
ivhich  will  he  inezhauftible  fb  long  as  the  .prolific  waters  of  the  Nile 
continue  to  difiuie  themfelves  over  its:fiir&ce«  That  riter  finds  em- 
ployment for  a  coniiderable  number  of  fifhermen ;  but  the  ^Ih  it 
contains  are  fmall,  and  not  held  inmuoh  eflimation  by  Europeans. 

The  manufadluies  of  Rofetta  are  principally  confined  to  the  weav* 
ing  of  cottons,  fhawls,  and  other  articles  of  clothing,* as  well  for  the 
confumption  of  its  inhabitants,  as  for  ejqx)rtation ;  and  to  the  mak- 
ing of  bafkets  and  mats.  The  latter  are  formed  of  fine  Tufhes,  ane 
very  neat,  and  are  in  great  requeft  throughout  Egypt.  The  baikets, 
named  by  the  Arabs  rouffa^  are  employed  for  the  package  of  rice.  In 
each  of  thefe  noanufa^lures  the  native  inhabitants  are  very  expert* 

The  town  of  Rofetta  contains  a  mixture  of  Arabs,  Turks,  Greeks, 
Jews,  Copts,  and  Armenians;  but  the  number  of  Chriftians,  or 
Franks,  is  \txy  inconfiderable.  Was  it  entirely  in  the  bands  of  the 
latter,  whofe  (pirit  of  enterprife  would  perhaps  induce  them  to  at- 
tempt the  removal  of  the  dangerous  bar  at  the  entrance  of  the  river, 
it  would,  in  all  probability,  become  rich  and  flouri(hing,  by  the  very 
extenfive  commerce  it  might  be  thus  enabled  to  maintain.  The 
predominating  influence  lies,  however,  with  the  Turks,  who  are 
incapable  of  engaging  in  any  ufeful  undertaking  which  demands 
exertion  or  adivity« 

The  gardens  to  the  north  of  Roietta  are  ytxy  extenfive,  and  muft 
be  plcaiing  to  the  admirers  of  pure  and  uncmbelliflied  nature.  Nei- 
ther order  nor  method  has  been  confulted  in  the  difpofal  of  the 
parts,  nor  are  there  any  of  thoie  regular  walks  which  are  obferved 
ia  the  gardens  of  Europe*    The  lofty  date- trees,  planted  in  thick 
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cluflers;  afford  a  pleaiing  variety  of  foliage,  and  a  new  tint  of  colour, 
amidft  the  banana,  orange,  lemon,  pomegranate,  and  citron  trees, 
-which  are  every  where  fcattered  in  wild  diforder.  The  vegetable 
productions  for  the  table  are  difpofed  with  as  little  regularity,  and 
are  intermixed  with  clufters  of  the  henna,  or  Egyptian  privet,  which 
is  cultivated  in  great  abundance  on  account  of  the  orange  dye  its 
dried  leaves  afford,  to  add  to  the  fantaftic  ornaments  of  the  Egyptian 
women.  The  avenues  leading  to  thefe  gardens,  and  thofe  by  which 
Jthcy  are  furrbunded^  arc  very  agreeable. 

In  a  northern  diredion  from  Kofetta  there  are  feveral  morafles  and 
fwampy  grounds,  which^  together  with  the  rivulets  or  ditches  of 
flagnant  water  left. by  the  inundation  of  the  Nile,  there  is  every  rea- 
fon  to  prefume  muft  be  produ&ive,  in  the  fummer  months,  of  miafma 
of  the  mofl  dangerous  kind.  Notwithflanding  my  viiit  to  Rofetta 
was  fi)  early  as  the  month  of  February,  the  ftagnant  and  putrid  waters 
were  become  extremely  offeniivc  in  paflGng  in  a  particular  diredion 
,near  the  town ;  and  as  the  northerly  winds  arc  the  mofl  prevalent, 
the  miafma  mufl,  fuppofmg  it  to  be  generated  by  thefe  caufes,  be 
readily  conveyed  to  that  place,  fo  as  to  expofe  its  inhabitants  to  all 
the  effeds  of  malignant  and  contagious  difeafes.  It  is  probably  on 
this  account,  among  others,  that  the  plague  is  fuppofed  to  he  more 
frequent  at  Rofetta  than  in  any  other  part  of  Egypt.  Elepbantiafis 
is  alfb  a  very  common  complaint,  more  particularly  among  the 
women. 

On  the  28thi  a  fignal  having  been  made  for  that  purpofe,  by  the 
Reis,  or  mafler  of  a  v^flcl  flationed  exprefsly  at  the  entrance  of  the 
Nile,  aild  whofe  duty  it  is  to  give  notice  that  the  bogaz  is  open,  the 
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germs  laden  with  corn^  and  other  produ<Elions,  quitted  Rofetta  at  an 
early  hour  in  the  morning  for  Alexandria.  Wc  were  ft  ill,  however, 
detained  by  the  want  of  germs. 

In  the  mean  time  we  learned  that  the  brother  of  the  Swcdifh.. 
conful  at  Alexandria  had  died  there  a  few  days  before  of. plague ; ; 
and  fufpicions  being  entertained  that  the  difeafe  had  been  brought  > 
from  Rofetta,  the  ftrifteft  orders  for  the  enforcement  of  the: quaran- 
tine regulations  had  been  iifued  at  the  former  place. 

From  the  preceding  date  to  the  3d  of  March  the  weather  was  fb 
tempeftuous  as  to  prevent  the  poffibility  of  the  arrival  of  vcflcis  at  - 
Rofetta,  or  of  their  departure  thence.  We  were  confequcntly  ftill 
waiting  in  the  anxious  expedation  of  the  germs  which  werer  to  con- 
vey  us  to  Alexandria ;  and  in  the  mean  time  our  people  were  difern-  • 
barked  on  account  of  the  ftormy  weather,  and  lodged  in  a  houfe  ui 
the  town. 

I  rode  below  the  caftle  on  the  4th,  and  obferved  that  the  bar  was  ' 
ilill  covered  by  a  ftrong  furf,  notwithftanding  the  wind  had  fallen, 
and  the  weather  become  very  pleafant.  I  was  concerned  to  hear 
that  a  new  cafe  of  plague  had  juft  been  difcovcrcd  at  Rofetta.  The 
perfon  who  laboured  under  the  attack  was  a  Greek :  he  had,  among 
other  lymptoms,  three  peftikntial  tumors,  and  died  in  the  evening  ^ 
of  the  above  day. 

As  it  was  confidently  reported  on  the  6th,  that  fevcral  cafes  of 
plague  occurred  daily,  and  that  the  difeafe  was  faft  gaining  ground 
at  Rofetta,  it  was  a  fingular  fatisfadion  to  us  to  be  enabled  to  pro- 
cure two  germs  to  convey  us  thence  to  Alexandria ;  and  in  the  even- 
ing our  baggage  was  put  on  board. 
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At:  two  in  .the  morning  of  the  7tb,  we  embarke4;  and  our  germs . 
having  droppeid  down  to  the  bar^  waited  for  the  day«>Iight»  which 
would  enable  them  to  pafs  it  with  iafety.  The  wind  blowing  from 
aifarourable  point>  the  north-eafl;  and  the  fea  being  tranquil,  our 
p^fiage  over  the  bogaz>  at  fun-rife,  was  very  agreeable,  and  frtc  from 
every  apprehention  of  danger.  The  bogaz,  or  bar,  is  in  the  ihape  of 
a  -crefcent :;  and  is  fb  formed  by  the  proje<^ion  of  the  land  on  each 
fide  of  the  river  tow*ards  the  ica.  On  the  eaftern  fhore  three  beacons 
ar&ereded  to  dircA  to  the  entrance  of  the  river  the  courfe  of  the 
veflels  bound  to  Rofetta.  Two  diflitiA  paiTages,  iituated  on  the 
oppoiite  fides  of  the  land,  are  difcemible,  the  one  for  the  entrance  of 
vefifels  into  this  particular  branch  of  the  Nile,  the  other  for  their 
departure. 

At  one  in  the  afternoon  wc  landed  at  the  peninfula  leading  to 
Alexandria,  where  we  were  to  perform  quarantine,  agreeably  to  the 
regulations  eflabliihed  for  vefiTels  arriving  from  Rofetta,  and  from  the 
other  places  where  the  plague  was  fufpeded  to  prevail*  The  greater 
part  of  our  people  remained .  in  the  germs,  where  they  pafied  the 
night  in.expedation  of  the  tents  neceflary  for  their  debarkation. 

We  received  our  tents  on  the  morning  of  the  8th,  when  we  en-^ 
camped,  with  our  people,  without  the  walls  of  the  lazaretto,  but 
fubje^l,  notwithilanding,  to  the  quarantine  laws*  All  the  indivi- 
duals belonging  to  the  miffidn  were,  as  welt  as  the  crews  of  the 
germs,  free  from  iymptoms  of  infedion.  We  were  foon  after  vifited 
by  our  friends  from  Alexandria,  and  fupplied  with  whatever  could 
render  our  ftateof  ccHifinement  in  any  degree  comfortable.  Within 
the  lazaretto  were  fevcral  Britiih  officers  from  Alexandria,  and  feveral 
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Turks  recently  arrived  from  Conftantinople^  who  had  been  ordered 
to  perform  quarantine  in  coniequence  of  their  having  reiided  near 
individuals  who  had  funk  under  attacks  of  jJague* 

On  the  above  dajr  the  firfl  anniverfary  of  the  landing  in  Egypt  was* 
celebrated  by  the  Britifh  army. 

On  the  1 2th  one  of  the  ccntincis,  a  Sepoy,  was  tried  by  a  courts 
martial,  and  fentenced  to  be  (hot,  for  having  fuffered  two  Arab  pri* 
foners  to  make  their  efcape  from  quarantine.  The  court  was  com* 
pofed  of  native  Indian  officers,  belonging  to  the  Sepoy  corps,,  with  a 
Britifli  officer,  who  aftcd  as  judge-advocate.  The  Arabs  who  de* 
fcrted  had  been  engaged  in  an  attendance  on  fame  perfbns  fuficring 
under  plague,  and  confcquently  expoied  to  a  great  and  manifeft  riik 
all  thofe  whom  they  might  encounter  in  their  flight.  In  the  city  of 
Alexandria,  as  well  as  on  board  the  (hipping  in  the  harbour,  feveral 
new  cafes  of  plague  had  occurred,  and  had  been  admitted  on  the 
lazaretto  ground. 

Two  fatal  cafes  of  plague  occurred  within  the  kzasettoon  the 
14  th :  one  of  the  fubje<fts  was  a  feaman>  the  other  a  private  belong* 
ing  to  the  6lft  regiment. 

r 

Two  detachments,  one  belonging  to  the  80th  regiment,  the  other 
to  Dillon  s  regiment,  quitted  the  quarantine  on  the  1 5th- 

On  the  17  th  feveral  veflcls  bound  to  Smyrna  and  Conftantinople,. 
failed  from  the  harbour  of  Alexandria ;  and  cm  the  1 9th  an  Englifh  - 
vcffel  hove  in  fight  from  the  weft  ward.  On  the  Tatter  day  two  plague 
patients,  belonging  to  the  regiments  of  Dillon  and  De  RoUe,  were 
leceived  in  the  lazaretto* 

The  detachments  compofing  the  Brkllh  miUtaty  xniffion  having 
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been  found  on  cxamihatioti  to  be  in  perfcft  hcajth,  we  ,*?cre  telcifed' 
from  our  quarantine  on  the  morning  of  the  20th.  I  took  up  my 
quarters  with  Major  Cookfon,  of  the  rc^al  artillery,  with  whom  I . 
was  to  remain  until  my  departure  for  Conftantinople. 

The  21  ft  being  the  anniverfary  of  the  day  on  which  Britifli  valbur  ^ 
overcame  the  efforts  of  the  French,  in  the  ever  memorable  battle 
before  Alex^dria,  by  which  rfie  fate  of  Egypt  was  decided,  it  was 
celebrated  with  every  demonftration  of  joy  by  the  Britifli  army.  At 
noon  the  guns  of  the  forts^  and  thofe  of  the  (hips  in  the  harbour,  were 
difcharged ;  and  this  was  repeated  at  fun-fet,  with  the  addition  of  a 
fine  difplay  of  fky-rockets,  &c. 

On  this  occafion  the  Indian  army  gaVe  a  fumptuous  dinner  to  the 
Britifli  commander  in  chief,  and  to  all  the  officers,  ftill  in  Egypt, 
who  were  prefent  at  the  above  glorious  adion,  in  a  mofque  fitted  up 
for  the  purpofe.  The  perfons  who  were  thus  aflembjed  amounted 
to  an  hundred  and  eighty,  and  were  diftributed  at  eight  tables. 

I  paid  a  vifit  to  the  Capitana  Bey,  on  the  22d,  to  requeft  a  pafiTage 
to  Rhodes,  which  he  was  fo  obliging  as  to  promife  us  in  a  corvette 
about  to  fail  for  that  deftination. 

On  the  23d  I  vifited  the  temple  of  Diana,  the  catacombs,  and  the 
baths  of  Cleopatra,  fituated  to  the  weft  ward  of  Alexandria,  at  the  - 
diftance  of  about  two  miles.  The  temple,  which  is  fubterrancous, 
is  cut  out  of  the  >fblid  rock,  and  in  entering  it  we  were  under  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  having  recourfc  to  candles.  The  entrance  had  formerly 
been  very  fmall  and  narrow,  and  the  accefs  to  the  temple  propor- 
tionally difficult ;  but  in  confequence  of  the  numerous  vifits  it  had  , 
latterly  rcceivedj,  the  opening  had  been  enlarged  with  confidcrabic 
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labour.  Within  the  temple  thef e  is  a  fine  dome  hewn  in  the  rock  ; 
it  has  four  gates,  one  of  which  ferved  for  the  entrance,  while  the 
others  formed  niches  for  the  tombs,  or  farcophagi.  Thefe  gates  had 
been  adorned  with  fculpture,  a  part  of  which  ftill  remained.  The 
fubftance  of  the  rock  is  a  calcareous  ftone.  The  pailages  and  cata- 
combs, which  continue  beyond  the  temple,  afford  a  prefumption  that 
there  may  be  more  of  thefe  temples  within.  Thefe  paflages  were 
now,  however,  in  many  parts  nearly  choked  up  with  earth,  and  with 
the  bones  of  animals :  but  few  human  bones  were  difcoverable.  la 
the  vicinity  of  the  temple  we  defcended  into  a  lofty  and  capacious 
cavern,  conjedlured  to  have  been  anciently  the  place  in  which  the 
bodies  were  embalmed*  Befidcs  the  paffage  on  the  land  fide^  there 
appears  to  have  been  originally  an  accefs  to  the  temple  by  witef,  a 
fmall  creek  running  near  to  its  entrance  in  front.  Such  an  under* 
taking  as  the  conflrudion  of  a  temple  hewn  in  a  rock,  and  provided 
with  a  lofty  dome,  could  not  have  been  accomplifhed  by  the  ancients 
without  infinite  pains  and  labour.  The  fculptures  over  the  door, 
among  which  are  a  crcfcent,  and  a  rofe  in  the  centre,  are  very  neatly 
executed. 
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CHAPTER   XIX. 


PBPARTURB    FOa    CONStANTINOPLB — STOEMT    WBATHBR -— OBLIGBD  TO 

TAKB  RBFU6B  IN    THB  ISLAND  OF   CASTBL    ROSSO ANCIBNT    CISTBNB 

"-i-SOMB  ACCOUNT  OF  CASTEL  ROSSO— ISLAND  OF  RHODES DESCRIP- 
TION OF  THB  TOWN  AND  ISLAND — ^ANCIENT  HABITATION  OF  THB 
KNIGHTS COLOSSUS  OF  RHODES-— -ANCIBNT  BHODES STATB  AND  CUL- 
TIVATION OF  THB  ISLAND THB  ARSENAL VILLAGES DRESS VEGE- 
TABLE   PRODUCTIONS DEPARTURE    FROM    RHODES — STANCHO— TOWN 

AND    ISLAND    OF    STANCHO POPULATION AaUEDUCT FOUNTAIN 

GAME— COAST  OF  ANDOLIA— ISLAND  OF  SAMOS — SCALA-NOVA— ARRI- 
VAI/^AT  SCIO. 

* 

^^N  the  24th  of  March  ^e  embarked  on  board  a  corvette  manned 
by  Greeks^  which  did  not,  however,  get  under  way  until  the 
morning  of  the  26th,  when  (he  was  warped  out  of  the  harbour  of 
Alexandria  by  three  large  Turkifh  boats.  The  fort  at  the  point  o( 
the  peninfula  having  fired  a  (hot  to  bring  us  to,  the  anchor  was 
dropped  to  wait  for  our  clearance. 

On  the  morning  of  the  27th  we  failed  out  of  the  harbour  with 
the  wind  at  eafl:.  The  weather  continuing  moderate,  and  the  breeze 
favourable,  we  made  the  ifland  of  Candia  on  the  2gth,  diflant  from 
us  about  fifty  miles  to  the  weftward.  In  this  fituation  we  bore  away 
for  Rhodes. 

On  the  80th  at  noon  we  had  a  flrong  gale  from  theeaft,  which 
increaied  fb  much  towards  the  evening,  that  we  were  obliged  to 
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take  in  nearly  the  whole  of  our  fails.     The  gale  continued  during 
the  night,  and  our  little  veflel  laboured  (o  much,  that  we  felt  (bme 
.  appreheniion  for  our  fafety . 

ft 

On  the  morning  of  the  Sift,  before  break  of  day,  our  captain 
having  difcovered  a  light  ahead,  bore  away  from  the  land,  to  wait 
for  the  day-light,  which  would  enable  him  to  aicertain  the  courfe  he 
was  to  fteer.  He  was  ignorant  of  our  real  fituation,  but  fiipp 
the  land  to  be  the  ifland  of  Candia,  which  we  had  defcried  befofc 
the  gale.  At  day-break  we  drew  in  towards  the  coaft  in  the  hope 
of  finding  a  port ;  and  at  lei^h  diicovered,  through  a  thick:  haai^ 
the  bold  and  lofty  mountains  of  Candia,  covered  with  fqow,  togetber 
with  a  town  and  fmall  fort.  At  fan  fet  the  wind  ihiftcd  to  the  weft- 
ward,  and  we  bore  away  to  the  north-eaft.  In  die  night  it  became 
contrary,  accompanied  by  a  rough  fta. 

Finding  it  impoifible,  on  the  morning  of  the  ift  of  April,  to  dear 
the  iiland,  we  tacked  tod  ftood  the  iame  courie  as  on  the  preceding 
day,  towards  the  weftem  coaft.  At  noon  the  wind  having  ihtfted 
to  the  weftward,  we  bore  up  for  the  land.  In  the  afternoon  we  had 
a  llcavy  gale  firom  the  north-eaft,  which  carried  us  coniiderably  td 
the  weftward 

On  the  2d,  in  the  morning,  we  bore  away  with  a  nordi-weft  wind 
to  the  eaft  ward,  with  a  view  to  dear  the  eaftem  point  of  the  ifland, 
abreaft  of  which  we  found  our&l ves  at  one  o*dock  P.  KL  At  diia 
time  the  gsde  increaied  in  violence,  with  heavy  ihowcrs  of  raih^  .    > 

On  the  8d  we  were  driven  to  the  eaft  ward  fay  a  ftrong  gale  §tom 
the  north- wd^  the  fotcc  of  which  was  aogmciited  to  fuch  a  d^ioBC 
in  the  cuemng,  that  the  wares  beat  over  our  yeflfel  wi(^  an  imjxv 
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.  tucMdS  fury,  threatening  <:very  moment  to  plunge  us  in  the  dreadibl 
dhyfs.  In  /this  perilous  fituation^  drifting  under  our  baare  poles,  inse 
continued  until  the  following  moming  at  <i.y-br«k,  wto  Ac  fiorm 
abated  gradually,  and  we  cmce  more  tra&t  liail.  W>e  :{hxNtly  ^fter 
(ie£:nied  Jaml  to  the  e&ilwOTd  of  xis,  «rd  hfl>'ia{ig  fixcrooi  ia  tfaBt  di- 
ctftion^  with  -K  Urotx^hlc  breezt,  came  to  anchor  at  two  m  the  aftcr- 
'n6on  in  the  bay  of  <tfae  lirfland  ^of  Caffad  ito^o,  <m  the  aoaft  «jf  A'fia 
Minor,  to  o«r  ^eat  iatisfa^ron  ^md  content,  after  the  repcatal  »id 
Ttolent  gates  ^wciiad  had  to  caconnter  iiace  our -^depxitore  from  Aiex- 
anddba,  and  the  imminent  peril  to  which  we  had  ;been  eacpo&sllgy 
ttot  i^ithe  pttcedkig  day. 

lAdmbA  immeAiaAdy  ailbef  our  aitiyal,  I  landed  at  the  town  4rf 
OqAolBoffo,  the  ancient  Ciftene,  ^tutted  •at  the extreinity ^ the 
bay,  on  a  folid  rock,  and  built  .in  the  £mm  tf[  a  crefcent.  The  ifland 
itofafifis  /Entirely  of  rocks,  from  whoich  the  materials  have  been  4rawn 
€or  the  oonftrndion  of  the  h<nifes.  The  entirance  into  the  bay  is 
(fine  and  inisiantic.  In  the  tsentre  and  mere relevated  part  of  the  town 
tfa6ieis.a  oxftk,.on  which  fevcrai  ^gnif^  sre  JtUMinted.  The  iilaml 
dlaYtug  foittferly  helonged  to  the  V^snMians,  they  hod  built  this  caiUe, 
and  taken  fome  pains  to  fortify  the  rock :  the  former  hMj  iince  thbt 
Itifhe,  IseeH  Mbaik  by  the  Turks.  Tiie  inhabitants  i*aK  ibr  the  greater 
^art  <jyebkb9  wkh  a  few  Tuilks.  There  are  Scarcely  ai^  proido^ons 
mm  the  ifland,  ion  the  rocby  £a&ce  of  which  a  &w  goats  4Rid  iinall 
cows  biowze,  and  pick  up  a  :fcMi^  jfubfi&ence.  Thore  is,  hovmni, 
mm  (ixceUcDt  faarboM:  tfbr  flapping,  with  a  good .  anchorage  ground, 
'snd  « coisftlint  Atpjpky  of  froAi  water,  eoUeAed  ifrom  the  niinft  in 
ispfa,  tor  udonrdtt,  ^heod  ;at  the  'fiiot  or  at  £heiiftea  of  rtfao  mbuBh 
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tainia*  Tbe  iflaad  of  Caftel  Roio  b  difli^nt  from  Rhpdc^  ^hm^ 
eighty  miles,  in  an  eaftern  direAion. 

•  On  the  mommg  of  the  5th  the  wind  (hiftod;  to  the  eaftwaiclt  ?nd 
affiirded  lis  a  favoui able  oppojctunity  to  pf occed  to  RhbcteSt  our  def- 
ined port ;  hut  our  faib  had  been  ib  much  i^t  and  damaged  by  the 
violenec  of  the  gales,  that  it  required  the  whole  of  the  day  to  repair 
them.  1  landed^  and  went  into  the  toVirn>  the  ftreeta  o^  iivhich  are 
the  moft  extraordinary  that  can  he  imagined,  confifting  oS  narrow 
paflages  cut  out  in  the  rock,  wbidi  obliged  us  to  aicend  ftep  by  ilep 
from  one  ftone  to  another,  in  examining  the  difietent  parts  of  the 
town.  The  inhabitants  had  a  healthy  appearance,  with  veiy  agree-' 
able  features.  Several  caicks,  and  a  vciTel  from  Snjiyrnta,  weie  at 
anchor  in  the  bay. 

We  got  under  way  on  the  6tb,  at  eight  in  the  mcurning,  with  a 
gentle  breeze  from  the  eaft,  which  died  away  ihortly  after,  and  left 
us  bciialned  nearly  for  the  whole  of  the  day  between  the.  iflaod  and 
the  land  (^  Afia  Minor,  la  the  evening  a  weflerly  breeze  fprung 
up,  and  we  bore  away.  On  the  foUowing  morning  the  wind  blew 
horn  the  north^eaft :  we  defiined  Rhodes  foon  after  day-light,  diftattt 
from  thirty  to  forty  miles.  We  had  fine  weather  during  the.  dd^$ 
but  f pom  the  fcantinris  of  tho  wind  made  a  ikm  progreis. 
'  On  the  ath  the  wind  had  changed  to.  the  norths  fo  as  to  oblige  w 
to  make  frequent  tacks.  At  half  pad  one  o'clock  P«  M.  wi  anfihofod 
in  the  harbour  of  Rhodes,  and  inimediately  went  on  iboxe  to  mike 
our  compliments  to  the  governor.  He  paid  ua  nuch  attention^  arid 
procured  us  a  houfe  for  our  refidence  during  our.  j^y  in  the  ifland. 
-The  hahiiatiooL  which  he  aiHgncd  to  us  ww  very  ple«faatly  fitUAtcd  in 

3  I  2 


4a8  TRAVELS  IN  ASUTIC  TURKEY, 

the  Greek  town.  We  returned^  however^  on  board  in  the  evening, 
to  land  a  part  of  our>  baggage. 

On  the  morning  of  the  Qth  I  vifited  the  different  quarters  of  the 
town»  which  is  of  confiderable  extent  The  houfes  are  built  of  a 
white  free-ftone,  procured  in  abundance  on  the  iiland,  and  are  very 
neat.  The  ftreets,  which  are  kept  in  the  niceft  order,  are  very  pret- 
tily paved  with  marble  pebbles  brought  from  the  beach,  and  dii^&d 
with  great  tafte.  The  inhabitants  are  a  mixture  of  Turks,  Jews, 
and  Greeks,  the  latter  of  whom  are  the  moft  numerous.  A  diftinffc 
quarter  being  aifigned  to  each,  it  may  be  faid  that  there  are  in  Rhodes 
three  towns,  which  are  accordingly  thus  denominated  after  the  dif- 
ferent nations.  The  iiland  of  Rhodes  is  eilimated  to  contain  about 
fifteen  thoufand  inhabitants,  the  Greeks  being  in  every  part  more 
numerous  than  the  Turks  and  Jews. 

One  of  the  ftreets  of  the  town  of  Rhodes,  called  La  Rue  dcs  Che^ 
valiers,  contains  the  houies  which  were  formerly  inhabited  by  the 
knights,  and  which  are  ftill  in  a  tolerable  ftatc  of  repair,  notwith* 
ftanding  ieveral  of  them  were  ereded  at  fo  early  a  date  as  towards 
the  cloie  of  the  thirteenth  century.  Much  pains  had  been  beftowed 
<Qi  the  maibnry  and  other  external  embellifliments,  amcmg  which  I 
recognized,  on  the  fronts  of  ieveral  of  the  houfes,  the  arms  with  the 
crofles  of  Jerufalem  and  Bhodes,  ftill  in  a  very  perfed  condition. 
The  knights  had  ereded  a  regular  fortification,  which,  as  well  as  the 
other  works  furrounding  the  town,  is  ftrong,  extenfive,  and  well  built. 
With  a  little  labojur  and  expence,  indeed,  the&  fortrefles  might  be 
|mt  in  an  excellent  condition. 

I  vk£ted  ifae  bazars,  which  were  well  iiapplied  with  various  com- 
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moditie^.  The  inhaibitants  in  general  have  a  healthy  look»  and  veiy 
agreeable  features.  The  Greek  and  Jewilh  women  and  children  are 
pretty^  tnit  wear  a  very  unbecoming  drefs^  with  a4arge  bundle  of 
handkerchiefs  and  wrappers  on  the  head^  which  have  a  difagreeable 
efied. 

The  town  of  Rhodes  has  two  harbours;  one  for  large  veflels,  the 
other  for  iinall  craft«  The  former  is  iquare,  and  tolerably  capacious, 
but  open  and  ezpofed  to  the  north*eaft  and  eafterly  winds.  Tradi- 
tion reports,  that  the  celebrated  coloflus  ftood  acrofs  the  mouth  ot 
the  great  harbour,  and  that  between  the  legs  of  this  ftupendous  figure 
fhips  ufed  to  fail.  The  inhabitants  ilill  dir&d  the  attention  of  the 
traveller  to  the  points  on  which  its  feet  are  faid  to  have  refted. 

The  little  harbour,  fituated  on  the  north-weft  fide  of  the  other, 
and  of  the  town,  b  more  particularly  calculated  for  caicks  and  other 
fmall  craft,  as  the  entrance  to  it  is  by  a  very  narrow  channel.  The 
arfenal  is  fituated  at  the  upper  end  of  this  harbour. 

Several  vefifels  came  into  the  harbour  on  the  1 0th,  fuppofed  to  be 
firom  Alexandria.  The  governor  having  fiipplied  us  with  mules  and 
muleteers,  we  rode  to  the  north  fide  of  the  illand,  and  proceeded  to 
the  fpot  which  was  the  fite  of  ancient  Rhodes,  dhftant  from  the  mo- 
dem town  about  four  or  five  miles.  It  ftood  on  a  very  lofty  moun- 
tain, which  we  had  fbme  labour  and  difficulty  to  afcend,  and  which 
required  more  than  half  an  hour's  exertion,  through  winding  paths 
which  led  over  rocks  and  buihy  thickets.  The  fides  of  the  moun- 
tain are  covered  with  lofty  firs,  oaks,  and  a(h*  trees,  together  with 
thick  bruih  wood  of  myrtle  and  maftic  trees.  .  On  the  fummit  we^ 
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found  the  ruins  of  walls,  and  of  a  ibrt  and  other  works,  with  the 

veflige  of  a  building,  which  appeared  to  have  feeen  a  monafteiy.    In 

each  of  the  angles  of  the  domes,  or  ranlted  roofs,  of  the  apartnientSf 

the  croffes  of  Jerufalem  and  Rhodes  were  ftill  difcernibl^. 

From  the  mountain  we  had  a  fine  view  of  the  furrounding  coun- 

try,  which  is  pleafingly  divcrfified,  coniifting  partly  of  high  rocky 

gfounds,  the  rugged  furface  of  which  contrafts  with  the  beastilul 

» 
and  extenfivc  vallies  beneath.     The  elevated  and  rocky  tcwitory  is 

^  in  fbme  parts  covered  by  a  foft  calcareous  ftone,  while  id  others  it  is 

of  a  fandy  texture,  with  aggregations  of  round  marf>lc  pebbks,  iimi- 

lar  to  thofe  found  on  the  fea-lhore.     Thefe  pebbles  arc  hot  only  em- 

ployed  for  the  pavement  of*  the  ftreets,  but  alfo  of  the  court-yards 

and  floors  of  the  houfes,  where  they  are  dilpofed  with  great  tafte, 

and  have  a  very  pleafing  eflfeft. 

The  vallies  are  cultivated  with  great  care,  and  yield  abtitidaiit 

crops  of  wheat  and  barley,  with  a  fmall  proportion  of  oats.     Th^ 

vineyards  are  cnclolcd  by  ftone  walls ;  and  round  thefc  enck>fures 

there  are  large  plantations  of  fig  and  olive-trees.     In  the  viRages 

which  are  interfperfed,  the  houfcsare  built  of  white  ftone;  they  arc 

fmall,  but  vtty  neat.     To  render  the  fcene  ftill  more  pidurclquc^ 

large  oaks,  firs,  and  afh- trees,  are  planted  on  the  fides  of  the  mouii- 

tains,  arid  in  the  fpots  the  leaft  fufceptible  of  cultivation.     Every 

part  of  the  ifland  is  fupplied  with  excellent  water,  colleded  from 

the  fprings  which  the  rains  have  formed  in  theiih  delcent  from  tfre 

mountainous  pirts.     The  high  lands  are  covered  with  a  v&riety  of 

fragrant  herbs,  which  yidld  a  delightful  perfume ;  and  contain  enclo- 
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iures  &>r  the  cmlt^ire  cff  the  dilFcrcnt  fruits,  which^  as  well  as  the 

vf^etabtcs,  are  q{  kinds  fitnilar  to  thofe  {  have  already  noticed  in 

fpeaking  of  Egypt  aod  Syria. 

In  pafling  tbrougli  one  of  the  CJreek  villages,  we  entered  the 

church,  which,  axBoiag  other  very  pretty  decorations,  contained  fe- 

vcral  Aibjefls .  and  %ures  fculptured  in  wood  with  much  he^tjiefs 
iuad  abiUty. 

Tke  inland  abounds  with  hpres,  woodcocks,  partridges,  fn'^pes,  and 

wiM  ^cks. .  The  breed  of  horfes  is  f^iall  and  infignificant,  tlie  (nuUs 
>and  aflqs  beings  employed  ^s  beads  of  burden.  The  cows  aft  fmall ; 
fcut  rtbc  breeds  of  fljBcp,  geats,  and  pigs,  arc  the  fame  as  in  Turkey. 

The  bread  is  of  an  excellent  quality;  and  the  wine,  tfa^  produoe 
,clf  the  vtne3^rds»  tolerably  gobd,  and  y^ty  cheap.  From  the  dried 
>£^  the  mhabitant$  diftU  the  fpirit  called  rackay,  wi4;h  the  addition 
4^wi&  ieeds,  arid  the  peels  of  iemons  and  oramgesi  to  give  it  a  xii^h 

flavour.  This  liquor,  with  the  aid  of  a  ijrup  iiaad^  {imply  from  fugar, 
•is  denoteinated  by  the  Italians  rtfoJio. 

■  Rhodes  ipay  (0ii  the  whole  be  confidexed  as  a  Ntsy  falubrious,  fxuit- 
iu]«  and  agreeable  ifland,  the  fea^ons  being  never  in  the  extremes, 
.and  the  weather  almoft  invariably  moderate.  We  had  beien  ib  long 
4iGCufliQmed  to  the  mud  huts,  and  to  .the  barren  and  fandy  tle&rts  of 
Egypt,  where,  with  the  exception  of  the  charming  pUins  of  the 
I>dlta,  there  was  ib  little  to  gratify  the  view,  that  our  pncfent.tefi- 
'dence  appeared  to  us  almoft  a  paradufe. 

It  was  now  fix  yeats  (isce  the  iflandJiad  beca  vaiitdd  hy [the  plague, 
jvvhioh,  sX  that  time^  liowever^  itad  ;made  b  idrcadful  havoc.  Tluc 
iiihabitants  aee  occaiiOQaliy  eapoftd,  .dusu^  dieliQ^er  j&oatb9. 
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to  the  attacks  of  intermittent  fevers^  i^hich  appear  to  me  to  have 
their  fburce  in  the  miafma  thrown  off  .by  a  fmall  fpot  of  marfliy 
ground,  and  a  piece  of  flagnant  water,  on  the  ncMrth  {tdcj  and  almoft 
contiguous  to  the  town.  The  climate,  however,  is  in  general  very 
healthy ;  and  there  are  among  them  many  inftances  of  longevity. 

In  the  arfenal  of  Rhodes  vefleis  are  conftruded  of  fir,  which  is 
either  the  grawth  of  the  iiland,  or  brought  from  Caramania.  Hav- 
ing  had  the  affiftance  of  feveral  Britifh  and  S  wediih  (hip-builders  of 
eminence,  the  v^orkmen,  who  are  excluiively  Greeks,  are  become 
tolerably  expert  in  their  employment.  The  inhabitants  of  Rhodes 
pay  but  little  attention  to  fifliing ;  and  the  fifh  we  procured  there 
was  but  of  an  indifferent  quality. 

Several  caicks  failed  out  of  the  harbour  of  Rhodes  on  the  1 2th, 
fuppofed  to  be  bound  for  Marmarice.  The  Turkilh  inhabitants 
were  preparing  to  celebrate  the  Biram  Courbam,  which  was  to  com- 
mence on  the  following  day. 

I  made  an  excurfion  to  ieveral  of  the  villages  adjacent  to  the  town 
of  Rhodes,  one  of  which,  inhabited  by  Turks,  called  Ezgourah,  is 
very  delightfully  fituated  in  the  midfl:  of  oak,  afh,  plane,  and  olive- 
trees,  {o  thickly  planted,  that  it  appears  to  be  in  the  centre  of  a  vi^ood. 
In  its  vicinity  are  two  other  villages,  one  of  which,  named  Couceki- 
noh,  ts  inhabited  exclufively  by  Greeks ;  and  the  other,  Caudeley,  by 
Jews.  The  former  have  a  ftill  more  confiderable  village,  called 
Treandah,  iituated  nearer  to  the  town,  on  the  weftem  ihore.  In  the 
environs  of  tfaefe  villages  much  com  is  produced ;  and  they  are  be- 
£des  rendered  veiy  a^^eeable,  as  well  by  the  vineyards  which  are  in- 
teriperied;  as  by  the  fine  orange  groves  belonging  to  many  of  the 
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inhabitants  of  the  town,  who  retire  to  the.  villages  during  the  warmer 
months^  and  alio  at  thofe  times  when  the  plague  happens  to  be  pre- 
valent* 

The  Binun  Courham,  which  commenced  on  the  l  ath^  was  an^ 
nounced  at  Khodes  by  diicharges  from  the  guns  of  the  fort.  We 
paid  a  vifit  to  the  governor,  whole  uiage  it  is  on  this  particular  day 
to  receive  the  compliments  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  a  certain  rank 
and  defcription,  who  of  courfe  difplay  all  their  fineiy^  as  is  alio  the 
cuilom  with  the  inferior  cla£cs  during  thb  feftival. 

The  inhabitants  in  general  appear  to  live  in  great  cafe.  The  drefi 
of  the4ower  clafs  of  Grcdcs,  as  well  in  the  town  as  in  the  villages, 
confiib  of  a  cotton  garment,  which  has  a  very  neat  appearance^  This 
drefs  IS  not,  however,  to  be  ieen  in  the  villages  unlefs  on  Sundays 
and  on  days  of  feftivity :  on  the  working  days  a  brown  jacket  is 
worn,  with  untanned  boots.  The  Greek  women  of  this  clafs  alio 
wear  a  cotton  drefs ;  but  thoie  of  the  town  diflinguiih  themfclves 
from  the  female  villagers  by  the  addition  of  a  red  veil  and  petticoat. 
The  head-drefs,  coniifting  of  coloured  handkerchiefs  as  before  de>- 
icribed,  is  extremely  imbecoming.  On  the  veil  three  large  rofes  of 
flated  BKtal  are  worn,  placed  one  above  die  other.  The  Greeks  of 
the  fuperior  clafles,  whether  males  or  females,  are  habited  nearly  in' 
the  fame  way  as  thoie  in  the  Chriflian  fuburbs  of  the  Tuikiih  capital. 

I  rode  on  the  14th  to  the  village  of  Treandah,  and  obferved  the 
inhabitants  bufied  in  preparing  the  land  for  the  cotton,  which  is  cul- 
tivated very  fucceisfuUy  on  the  ifland.  Among  the  vegetable  pro- 
dudions  I  noticed  beans  of  an  excellent  quality,  together  with  arti- 
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chokes,  cabbages,  and  cauliflowers,  all  good  in  their  kinds.      In 
general  the  cultivated  grounds  are  very  rich. 

On  the  1 7th,  we  made  an  engagement  with  the  Reis,  or  captain, 
of  a  caick,  to  convey  us  to  Conilantinople,  which  he  would  not  con- 
fent  to  do  fora  lefs  fiim  thaii  eight  hundred  and  fifty  piaftres  (more 
than  fixty  pounds  Englifli).  We  bound  him  down,  however,  to 
touch  at  the  different  iflands  of  the  Archipelago  which  we  were  de- 
firous  to  vifit. 

At  eleven  in  the.  morning  of  the  1  Qth  we  embarked  with  our  bag- 
gage on  board  the  caick,  and  immediately  failed  for  Stanco,  but  with 
fo  inconilderable  a  breeze,  that  the  crew  were  obliged  to  have  re- 
courfe  to  the  large  oars,  or  fweeps,  with  which  thcie  veflTels  arc  con- 
ftantly  provided,  and  which  are  extremely  ufeful  in  navigating  among 
the  iflands.  We  made  fo  little  way,  in  fpite  of  every  exertion^ 
that  it  was  night  before  we  pafled  Cape  Crio.  At  day-break  we 
were  diftaht  from  Stanco  about*  fifteen  miles. 

During  the  moriiing  of  the  20th,  the  weather  ftill  continuing 
calm,  our  people  were  again  obliged  to  have  recourie  to  their  fweeps ; 
but  at  noon  the  wind  frefhened,  and  enabled  us  to  reach  Stanbo,  in 
the  harbour  of  which  we  anchored  at  half  paft  two  o'clock.  Wcj 
landed,  and  after  having  paid  our  refpeds  to  the  governor,  took  up. 
our  abode  in  the  houfe  of  one  of  the  Greek  inhabitants.  In  the 
evening  the  wind  blew  fo  flrong  from  the  eafl-north-eaft,  that  our 
Reis  was  under  fbme  apprehenfion  for  the  fafety  of  his  veiTcl,  and 
carried  out  four  anchors  for  her  fecurity,  the  gale  threatening  to  drive 
her  on  the  fliore,  which  was  to  leeward.    The  wind  was  favourable 
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to  the  profecution  of  our  voyage ;  and  the  Reis  manifefled  fo  much 
impatience  to  leave  Stanco,  that  we  promifed  to  embark  Very  fpeedily. 

The  town  of  Stanco  is  defended  by  a  caflle,  and  by  an  old  fortifi- 
cation. The  ftreets  are  narrow ;  but  the  houfes,  which  are  built  of 
ftone,  and  plaiftered,  with  flat  roofs,  or  terraces,  are  neat  in  their  ap- 
pearance. The  bazars  are  well  fupplied  with  fruits  and  vegetables. 
The  ifland  produces  an  abundance  of  lemons,  from  which  the  inhabi- 
tants  were  at  this  time  bufied  in  fqueezing  the  juice,  to  put  it  into 
barrels  deilined  for  the  markets  of  Conftantinople  and  Ruilia.  For 
this  traffic  a  veflel  was  waiting  in  the  harbour.  The  wine  made  in 
this  ifland  is  of  an  inferior  quality.  Stanco  is  the  Cos  of  the  an- 
cients ;  and  oa  this  account  we  purchaied  the  feeds  of  the  lettuce 
which  bears  that  name,  fb  defervedly  efteemed  throughout  Europe. 

The  population  of  the  ifland  of  Stanco  is  eflimated  at  about  four 
thoufand  fouls,  of  whom  one  half  arc  Turks,  and  the  other  half  may 
be  confidered  as  confifting  of  an  equal  number  of  Greeks  and  Jews. 
To  each  of  thefe  nations  a  diiHnd  quarter  is  affigned  in  the  town. 
The  governor  having  procured  us  mules,  we  rode  into  the  interior 
of  the  ifland,  attended  by  a  guide,  and  accompanied  by  three  of  the 
.inhabitants,  among  whom  was  the  Greek  atwhofe  houie  we  refided. 
The  town  ahd  environs  of  Stanco  are  fupplied  with  water  by  an 
aquedu<5t,  which  has  its  fource  on  the  fummit  of  an  adjacent  moun- 
tain, to  which  we  rode.  It  is  called  Vohreeney,  and  is  diflant  from 
the  town  about  five  miles.  In  afcending  the .  mountain,  we  had  to 
follow  oiu:  guide  by  feveral  rugged  and  winding  paths,  w^ich  at 
length  conduced  us  to  the  fource.  Ovet  the  fpring  a  building  is 
ereded;  and  a  narrow  paffage,  nearly  an  hundred  feet  in  length, 
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confbtK^ed  it3t  xnaibnryj  leads  to  the  rock.  We  paiTed  through  tUs^ 
parage  with  die  help  of  lights,  and  came  to  a  circular  elevated  cfaam- 
ber^  haying  a  vatdted  rdof,  beneath  which  we  perceived  d<De  hole  iti 
the  rock  whence  the  water  iflues  inceiTantljr  in  a  copious  ftream.  It 
eaters  the  aquedu<£l  by  a  narrow  channel,  and  is  thus  condu£ted^ 
round  the  interpbiing  motintaiiiSy  to  Stanco,  leaving  on  its  way  a 
portion  of  iCs  iiipplies,  colleded  in  open  reiervoirs,  far  the  xde  of 'men 
and  cattle.  ^ 

On  our  return  we  took  a  diffistent  route,  and  pafled  throu^  ferd^ 
ral  villages  lying  to  the  weft  of  Stanco,  the  environs  of  which  wck 
principally  occupied  by  fields  of  bearded  wheat  and  barley,  which 
'were  in  eslr,  and  had,  a  very  promiiing  appeanmce.  We  metalfi> 
with  feveral  vineyards,  and  gardens  of  lemon-trees,  which  bore  an 
im'menfity  of  fruit.  The  fig,  almond,  pomegranate,  and  mulberry- 
trees  were  ctiltivdted  in  ftone  enclofinrs,  which  gave  to  the  face  of  the 
country  a  neat  tfh'd  conlpad  appearance.  From  the  fiimmtts  of  the 
mountains^over  which  we  rede,  we  had  adiftih^t  view  of  the  fid^urbs 
of  Statico,  fituated  in  a  fine  and  eztenfive  pkin,  lying  in  a  dire^on 
eaft  and  Weft  of  the  town;  ias  cwell  as  of  the  low  covintry  towards 
the  fea-ihore.  On  the  fides  of  the  mountains  a  lew  firs,  cypreis, 
and  blive-treds  are  icafttered ;  but  the  country  in  general,  whatever 
may  be  its  fertility,  is  not  fa  abundant  in  trees  and  other  vegetabk 
produAions  as  !Rhod6s.  The  partridges  natural  to  the  tiland  are  veiy 
.4af^e,  being  nearly  of  the  fizc  of  a  pullet,  with  red  legs,  and  the  other 
chdraderiftib  diftindions  of  thofe  of  the  coaft  of  Barbary.  -  We  iaw 
icveral  braces  of  them  in  our  ezcurfion,  and  a  confideraUe  number 
q£  quails%     In  general  the  iiland  of  Stanco  appears  to  abound  with 
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.  game,  ^^ith  refped  to  its  riiing  popidattoa,  the  cHildren  of  the 
peafimts  are  numerousy  well  nourilhed,  robuft^  and  of  agreeable  fea* 
tures,  indicating^  in  tlieir  gfsneral  appearance^  the  comparately  eafy 
circumftances  of  thoie  to  whom  they  belong.  The  ifland  was,  at 
the  time  of  otur  yiitt^.in  it  ..very  liealthy  Ik^te,  not  having  beoi  vifited 
by  the  plague  during  the  laft  five  years^ 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  23d  the  Beis  of  our  caick  patd  us  a 
viiit  to  announce  to  us  the  favourable  fiate  of  the  weather  for  the 
proiecutton  of  our  voyage*  We  embarked  in  coniequence,  vvith  our 
baggage^  at 'eleven  o'clodc  A.  M.and  failed  out  of  the  faafbour  of 
Stanco.  The  wind  blowing  a  pretty  ftrong  gale  from  die  north- 
weft^'Wcwere^  notwithftanding  the  flattering  profpe^b  which  the 
Beis  had  held  out  to  us,  obliged  to  beat  up  againft  it  with  great 
peribverance  until  four  in  the  afternoon^  when  we  anchored  in  a  bay 
cin  the  coaf):  of  Anadolia^  diftant  from  thie  town  of  Sitanco  from  fifteen 
to  eighteen  railes  to  the  n(Mth*eafi:.  We  landed  at  the  village  of 
Chatalcar,.  fitUated  in  the  bay^  the  land  in  the  environs  of  whldi  was 
Kaid  out  in  com  fields,  interiperfed  with  fig,,  almond, 'and  other  trees. 
The  oxen  employed  in  the  fields  for  ploughing  are  of  a  very  handp 
feme  breed,  but  not  large. 

On  the  morning  of  the  24th,  the  wind-  having  changed  to  the 
acMTth-eafti^  we  failed  at  fix  o'clock;,  and  were  in;  fight^two  hours 
after,  of  the  ifland  of  Patmos,  being  dofe  ia  with  Calamo,  Lero,  and 
feveral  other  fmall  iflands»  At  half  pail  four  in.  the  afternoon  we 
anchored  in  a  fmall  bay  on  the  cbafl  ofi  Anadolia»  near  to  a  village 
called  by  the  Turks  Ballat,  inhabited  by  Greeks.  The  wind'  having 
become  more  favoiirg^lc  at  eleven,  o'clock  A.  M.  had  enabled  us  to 
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ilretch  over  firom  Calamo  to  the  coaftof  Anadolia^  which  being  con- 
(kantly  infefted  by  pirates^  of  whom  our  Reis  entertained  great  appre- 
henfions,  the  arms  on  board  the  caick,  coniifting  of  muikets,  piftols^ 
and  fabres^  were  put  in  readinefs,  and  the  one  half  of  the  crew  ila- 
tioned  to  keep  watch  during  the  night.  The  bay  in  which  we  were 
anchored  is  diftant  from  fifteen  to  twenty  miles  from  the  entrance  of 
the  little  bogaz  of  Samos,  leading  into  the  paflage  of  Scalanova,  '  At 
nine  P.  M.  the  wind  (hifted  to  the  fbuth-eaft ;  (ind  the  fears  of  our 
Reis  relative  to  the  pirates  being  augmented,  he  was  induced  to 
make  an  attempt  to  get  out  of  the  bay,  for  which  purpofe  the  crew 
had  recourie  to  the  fweeps.  . 

On  the  morning  of  the  25th  it  blew  a  frefli  gale  from  the  north, 
with  heavy  clouds,  and  a  thick  haze  of  the  atmo^here.  At  eight 
o'clock  we  were  oppofite  to  a  town  which  we  conje<5htf ed  to  be 
Cora,  in  the  iiland  of  Samos.  We  entered  the  bogaz  at  half  paft 
nine ;  but  in  coniequence  of  the  wind  failing  us,  our  crew  had  again 
recourfe  to  the  fweeps.  At  two  o'clock  P.  M.  we  anchored  in  a  bay 
on  the  nbrth-eaft  fide  of  the  ifland  of  Samos,  having  in  its  front  a 
fmall  ifland,  or  rather  a  rock,  called  the  rock  of  Prafoniii.  We  found 
in  the  bay  a  caick  bound  from  Rhodes  to  Scio.  We  were  told  that 
there  was  a  town  within  two  leagues  of  us ;  but  were  prevented 
from  landing  by  the  rains  .which  fell  during  the  greater  part  of  the 
day.     On  the  fides  of  the  mountains,  and  in  the  adjacent  vallies,  we 
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obferved  feveral  fine  vineyards. 

We  were  prevented  from  failing  on  the  20th  1>y  a  gale  from  the 
north-eaft,  which  was  fb  violent,  that,  notwithitanding  this  was  a 
favourable  point  for  our  deflination,  our  Reis  was  unwilling  to  put 
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to  fea.  As  it  rained  at  the!  time,  we  landed  between  the  ihowers, 
and  made  an  excoffion  to  the  neighbouring  mountains.  We  pafled 
through  federal  vallies,  the  foil  of.  which  was.  rich  and  of  a  reddiih 
colour,  and  the  cultivation  not  negledled.  .  The  mountains  are 
compofed  of  rocks,  of  blue  and  white  marble,  blended,  with  a  ilojie 
called  the  fatin  ftonc :  in  the  parts  fufceptible  of  cultivation  they  arc 
planted  with  olive-trees,  firs,  the  mailic,  the  arbutus,  and  other  trees 
and  ihrubs.  We  did  not  meet  with  any  dwellings ;  but  paifed  two 
or  three  fmall.  caves,  which  appeared,  to  be  deftined  to  receive  the 
grapes  when  ripe :  for  the  purpofe  of  containing  the  juice,  after  it 
has  been  expreifed  from  the  fruit,  ,we  faw  in  each  of  thefe  caves  a 
fmall  ciftern.  From  the  fprings  which  iflued  from  the  rocks  we 
procured  excellent  water. 

.  At  five  jn  the  morning  of  the  27th  we  got  under  way,  but  were 
foon  after  becalmed.  ^  At  feven  o'clock  we  had  a  gentle  breeze,  from 
the  weft  ward ;  and  bore  away  as  feon  as  we  had  weathered  the 
north*  eaft  point  of  the  iiland,  Scalanova  being  didant  from  us  about 
fifteen  or  twenty  miles  to  the  eaft.  We  were,  becalmed  for  ieveral 
hours ;  and  at  half  paft  two  o'clock  P.  M.  were  under  th^  neceility 
of  entering  a  fine  bay  on  the  north  fide  of  the  ifiand,  where  we  came 
to  anchor.  We  landed,  and  walked  to  the  vineyards,  which  were 
in  a  very  flourifhing  ftate.  Among  the  ihrubs  which  grew  at  the 
fides  of  the  mountains,  we  noticed  the  juniper,  the  berries  on  which 
were  uncommonly  large.  Three  of  our  crew  were  fcnt  to  a  neighs 
bouring  town,  called  by  the  Turks  Vati,  diftant  from  the  bay  about 
a  league  and  a  half,  to  procure  bread,  and  the  other  articles  of  which 
we  ftood  in  need.     We  had  ourfelves  made  an  arrangement  to  land 
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on  the  following  morning ;  but  Our  Rcis  difappointed  us  by  gettiDg 
under  way  before  daj*light.  His  fudden  departure  was  occafioned 
by  the  dcead  he  iHll  entertained  of  the  pirates,  who  are  faid  con- 
ftantly  to  lurk  in  the  vicinity  of  thi$  ifland.  The  northern  fide,  which 
we  were  now  coafting,  is  principally  laid  out  in  vineyards:  the  land 
is  lofty  and  irregular. 

By  the  help  of  occafional  light  winds  from  the  horth-weft,  we 
crofled  the  gulf  of  Scalanova  at  ten  a  clock  A.  M.  The  calms  which 
prevailed  at  intervals  rendered  the  iea  fo  finooth,  that  its  furfaee  had 
the  appearance  of  being  covered  with  .oil.  In  eroding  the  gulf,  our 
men  were  obliged  to  labour  very  bard  at  the  fweeps»  A  little  after 
fim-fet  we  anchored  on  the  coaft  of  Anadolia. 

We  failed  at  midnight;  and  at  ieven  in  the  morning  of  the  20th 
pafled  by  Cickey  Bourun,  having  the  ifland  of  Scto  ahead  of  us,  dif- 
tant  about  twenty-five  miles.  The  wind  was  fb  fcanty,  with  occa- 
fional  calms,  that,  in  fpitc  of  every  exertion^madc  by  the  crew  of  our 
vefiel,  we  did  not  reach  Scio  until  half  pafl  one  of  the  morning  of  the 
30th.  At  feven  o'clock  we  landed  at*  the  town  of  Scio,  which  is 
called  by  the  Turks  Circas. 
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▲PPBABANCB  AND  JDBBSS  OF  THB  OBBBK  WOMBN    OF   THB  I8C.AHD  OF  8CI0 

— LIGHT  HOUSES 6BBBK    CONVBNT    AT   NBHAHMONBB— CUBlOtfS  DB-- 

CORATIONS SOIL  AND  CULTIVATION  OP  THB  ISLAND-^SCHOOL  OP  HO- 

MBR— GUM    MASTIC' — DEL     CAMPO— POPULATION  —  TOWN    OP    8CIO— 
STRBBTS — MARKBTS — WINBS — PORT  OP  8CIO— PASSAGB   TO   SMYRNA — r 

POPULATION  OP  THB  TOMTN  OP  SCIO — CHURCHB8 OBNERAL  HOSPITilLS 

HOSPITAL  POR  LEPERS SOME  ACCOUNT  OP  THIS  DISEASE — GENERAL 

DISEASES ^MEDICINAL  SPRING DEPARTURE  PROM   SCIO— MITTLENB*— 

LBSB08 TOWN   OP  CASTRO— MARKLBTS TATBRNS — OIL-— POPULATION 

PRUIT— ISLAND  OP  TBNEDOS — TOWN   AND    PORTS — COMMODITIBSr— 

ISLE  OP  RABBITS BANKS  OP  THB  8CAMANDBR — PLAIN  OP  TROY TOMt 

OP    PATROCLUS— COMB C ALLY— 8HENNAC ALLY — ^ARRIVAL   AT    CONSTAN- 
TINOPLE. 

A  S  fbon  as  we  were  landed  at  Scio  we  paid  our  refpedls  to  the 
'^  Turkilh  commandant,  and  to  the  Britifli  conful,  Signor  Gto* 
vanni  Giuduchi,  who  was  fo  obliging  as  to  procure  us  an  excellent; 
faouie  belonging  to  the  Francifcan  convent,  which  had  been  feleded 
for  the  reiidence  of  Lord  Elgin,  his  Lordlhip  being  (hortly  expeded 
at  this  ifland  for  the  recovery  of  his  health.  Having  landed  our  bag- 
gage, we  took  poiTeffion  of  our  new  habitation,  and  afterw:ards  walked 
in  the  town.  We  were  not  a  little  ftruck  with  the  novelty  of  the 
dreis  of  the  Greek  women,  who  had.  put  on  their  gayeft  attire,  it 
being  the  feftival  of  the  blefled  Virgin.  On  this  account  the  greater 
part  of  the  bazars  were  ihut. 
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The  drefs  to  which  I  have  alluded  is  ib  extremely  fingular,  that  I 
am  pcrfuaded  the  reader  will  not  be  difpleafed  at  my  attempting  to 
dcfcribe  it  at  fomc  length.  The  hcad-drels  is  fomewhat  agreeable, 
and  confifts  of  a  ikuU-cap,  embroidered  in  gold,  having  a  coloured 
wrought  handkerchief  paiTed  round  it,  which  leaves  the  embroidery 
ih  the  centre  of  the  cap  uncovered.  In  fome  inftances  the  head  is 
limply  covered  by  a  white  handkerchief;  and  the  hair  is  occafionally 
cut  fliort,  while  by  others  of  thefe  females  it  is  left  flowing  in  ring- 
lets down  the  back.  They  wear  a  kind  of  Ifaort  fpertcer  of  green 
filk  or  fatin,  the  infide  of  the  flceves  being  ftufFed  with  cotton,  to 
give  to  the  arms  an  appearance  of  plumpneis.  The  gold  embroidered 
Guffs,  which  reach  nearly  to  the  elbows,  are  turned  back»  Over  this 
ipencer  they  have  a  wide  outer  veft,  paiTed  round  the  body,  and 
reaching  to  the  knees  only,  which  is  plaited  in  fuch  a  way  as  to 
make  the  wearer  appear  of  an  enormous  fize,  and  as  if  clad  in  a  wide 
but  (hort  hoop.  This  outer  garment  is  either  of  green,  or  of  pink 
fttin,  or  filk;'but  the  former  of  thefe  colours  is  the  moft  prevalent. 
A  fhort  s4)ron  of  filk  or  of  fatin,  which  is  !fometimes  embroidered, 
and  ibmetimes  made  of  flowered  cottons  of  diflferent  colours,  reaches 
Jrom  the  bolbm  to  the  knees.  The  white  cotton  petticoat  is  worn 
to  fhort,  that  the  red  embroidered  garteiB  are  fcen  intentionally 
banging  beneath  it :  the  ftockings  are  white,  as  are  alfo  the  flippers, 

0 

or  flioes,  which  are  worn  dawn  at  the  heel,  but  fancifully  decorated 
Vf ith  coloured  (ilk  ribbons,  and  dtherwife  very  elegantly  ornamented. 
Soifie  of  thefe  females  difplay  the  upper  part  of  the  boibm,  which  is 
tovered  by  others  with  a  faandk^chief.  I'hey  arc  in  general  vciy 
fair,  have  agreeable  features,  and  a  fine  and  ilriking  phyfiognomy. 
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Iki  this  iiland,  indeed^  the  complexion  both  of  the  Greek  and  Turkiih 
"vvomen  is  good ;  but  the  former^  not  content  with  that  which  na- 
ture has  liberally  beftowed  on  them,  endeavour  to  embellifli  it  by 
having  recourie  to  atU  I  allude  here  to  the  Greek  women  who  in- 
habit the  town  of  Scio :  they  go  always  unveiled,  and  when  they 
put  on  their  gay  garments,  are  highly  rouged,  or  painted. 

When  a  Turk  efpoufes  one  of  thefe  females,  the  children  whom 
ihe  bears  to  him  are  educated  in  the  Mahomedan  faith,  while 
the  mother  is  permitted  to  continue  in  the  practice  of  her  own  re^ 
ligion. 

Two  light-houfes  are  ereded  at  Scio  to  direct  the  courfe  of  the 
veiTels  failing  into  the  harbour,  in  which  feveral  caicks  and  other 
veiTels  were  lying  at  anchor  at  the  time  of  our  arrival.  As  foon  as 
we  bad  dined,  the  conful  condu&ed  us  to  a  fpot  near  the  fea-lhore, 
where  a  confiderable  number  of  Greeks  of  each  fex  were  aifembled 
to  celebrate  the  feftival  to  which  I  have  already  alluded,  and  to  dif- 
play  their  fine  drefles,  which  is  every  where  one  of  the  predominant 
paffions  of  that  nation.  It  was  truly  sl  gay  and  lively  fcene,  which 
might  have  vied  with  that  of  our  Kenfington  Gardens,  or  of  the  Park 
of  St.  James,  in  the  ieaibn  favourable  to  promenades.  Several  hun« 
dreds  of  females,  in  the  dreis  I  have  defcribed,  were  aifembled ;  and 
throughout  the  company  there  was  a  general  air  of  neatnefs,  coni- 
bined  with  great  decorum  of  conduct  Several  circular  dances  were 
formed  according  to  the  ufage  of  the  Greeks. 

On  the  lH  of  May,  having  procured  mules,  we  made  a  morning's 
ezcurfion  into  the  interior  of  the  iilqaad,  to  vifit  the  Greek  convent 
at  Nchahmonee,  diftant  from  the  town  of  Scio  about  five  mile^. 
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The  road  over  which  we  had  to  pafs  was  rocky,  and  in  every  rcfpcft 
fo  bad,  that  our  mules  employed  a  fpace  of  two  hours  and  a  half  to 
reach  the  convent.  On  our  arrival  we  entered  the  chapel,  which  is 
beautifully  ornamented  w^ith  mofaic  work,  formed  of  fine  fpecirnens 
of  the  different  marbles  collefted  in  the  ifland.  Thefe  marbles  are 
difpofed  with  great  tafle,  more  efpecially  in  the  dome  of  the  chapel, 
where  they  are  blended  with  pieces  of  coloured  glafs,  and  of  gilt 
flonc,  retained  by  a  kind  of  cement,  fb  as  to  reprefent  a  variety  of 
fcriptural  fubjeds  and  figures.  Ekich  of  the  bits  of  glafs,  or  portions 
of  flone,  does  not  exceed,  in  its  fquare,  the  fourth  part  of  an  inch ; 
and  the  whole  mufl  have  been  wrought  with  immenfe  labour. 

Within  the  walls  of  the  convent,  which  was  founded  by  Conftan* 
tine  the  Great,  there  is  a  £ne  ciflern,  or  rcfervoir,  of  excellent  water, 
colledled  partly  by  the  rains,  and  partly  from  a  fpring  fituated  at  its 
inferior  part.  Its  dimenfions  are  fifty  feet  by  thirty ;  and  the  roof, 
which  forms  a  kind  of  terrace  to  intercept  the  rains  in  their  defcent, 
is  fupported  by  two  rows  of  columns. 

On  our  quitting  the  convent,  we  afcenddd  the  mountains  in  its 
vicinity,  which  are  extremely  lofty,  and  have  their  rocky  furfaces 
covered  with  firs.  The  vallies,  which  are  laid  out  in  corn-fields  and 
vineyards,  have  a  poor  and  ileril  foil,  which  is  only  rendered  in  any 
degree  produdive  by  great  labour  and  perfcverancc.  Fig,  olive, 
pomegranate,  almond,  and  mulberry-trees  are  interfperfed,  the  latter 
being  deitined  for  the  nourifhment  of  the  breed  of  filk  worms,  'which 
are  a  great  fburce  of  revenue  to  the  inhabitants,  a  confiderable  ma- 
huf^ory  of  filks  being  carried  on  at  Scio^  as  well  for  home  con- 
flimpUon  as  for  expoi;tation.     A  great  part  of  the  ifland  b  flill  in  aa 
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uncultivated  ftate^  owing  to  the  rocks  which  are  every  where  inter- 
pofed,  and  the  general  bad  condition  of  the  foil.  To  fupply,  there- 
fore, the  wants  of  a  very  coniiderable  population,  amounting  from 
forty  to  fifty  thouiand  fouls,  whofe  confumption  far  exceeds  the  pro* 
duce  which  the  land  is,  by  every  induftrious  exertion,  made  to  afford, 
the  inhabitants  are  under  the  neceflity  of  importing  both  com  and 
cattle  from  Anadolia,  and  from  the  other  adjacent  countries. 

Having  returned  to  the  convent  to  take  leave,  we  partook  of  the 
refrelhments  which  were  offered  to  us  by  the  holy  fathers,  and  de- 
parted for  Scio.  The  convent  of  Nahahmonee  beflows  lodging  and 
entertainment  during  three  days  on  all  who,  on  their  travels,  folicit 
that  indulgence,  without  any  inquiry  being  made  relative  to  the  re- 
ligion they  profeis.  We  were  told  that  three  hundred  perfbns  refidc 
within  this  fan£luary,  which  is  fo  extenfive  that  it  appears  like  a 
fmall  village.  Of  this  number  forty  are  priefts  who  perform  ma6, 
and  adminifter  to  the  other  duties  of  their  facred  calling ;  while  the 
caloyers,  or  lay  brothers,  who  are  the  moft  numerous,  cultivate  the 
lands  aifigned  to  them  by  the  convent,  and  are  furnifhed  with  a 
lodging,  together  with  a  daily  allowance  of  proviiions  and  wine.  On 
the  demife  of  thefe  lay  brothers  the  lands  revert  to  the  convent^ 
which  befide  takes  poffeiiion  of  all  the  property  they  leave  behind. 
They  are  allowed  to  marry ;  but  in  this  cafe  cannot  become  priefts, 
ihquld  they  even  be  without  iffue,  although  the  priefls  themfelves 
are  not  ilridly  bound  to  the  obiervance  of  celibacy.  When  the  lat- 
ter, marry,  they  wear  a  white  fillet  round  the  rim  of  the  black  cap 
which  forms  a  part  of  their  coftume. 

In  our  return  homewards  we  paffed  near  the  valley  in  which  is 
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fituated  the  hofpital  appropriated  for  the  leprous  fubjeas  of  all  the 
iflands  of  the  Archipelago.  As  we  purpofed,  howevtf,  to  tifit  it  at 
a  more  convenient  opportunity,  it  will  be  defcribcd  in  another  place. 
It  was  fix  in  the  evening  before  we  reached  our  habitation  at  Scio. 

We  vifited  on  the  iJd  the  houfes  of  feveral  of  the  principal  Greek 
inhabitants  of  Scio.  They  arc  capacious,  lofty,  well  built,  and  hand^ 
fomely  finifhed  withinfidc,  after  the  Chinefe  fafhion.  The  materials 
employed  for  their  conftruftion  confift  of  marble,  and  of  two  diffe- 
rent  kinds  of  ftone,  one  of  which  is  coUe Aed  on  the  ifland,  and  the 
other  brought  from  Efca  Stamboul,  near  the  iite  of  Troy.  The  lat- 
ter is  fold  at  an  extravagant  price ;  and  as  labour  is  rated  vexy  high 
at  Scio,  thefe  edifices  mufl  have  been  built  at  a  very  confiderafolc 
expence. 

We  proceeded  afterwards  to  the  fpot  where  the  celebrated  poet 
Homer  is  faid  to  have  kept  his  fchobl.  Whatever  diffagre^ments 
there  may  be  among  hiflorians  relative  to  the  birth-place  of  this 
extraordinary  man,  it  feems  to  be  generally  allowed  that  he  had 
chofen  Scio  as  his  refidence  at  the  time  he  followed  the  avocation  of 
i  ichool-mafler.  Our  road,  to  the  north  of  the  town,  was  along  the 
fea-fhore  ;  and  after  a  walk  of  nearly  twoboura  and  a  half,  oUr  guide 
conduced  us  to  a  rock,  at  a  little  diflance  from  the  fea,  which,  as 
we  were  told  it  contained  the  claffic  objeft  of  ottf  vifh,  we  afcended 
with  a  &tisfa<%ioh  bordering  on  enthufiafm.  In  the  Centre  ^  die 
rock  a  kind  of  table  is  hewn  out,  behind  which  ifc^is  conje^red  the 
orator  was  pofted ;  and  around  it  we  perceived  the  remains  of  the 

feats,  likewife  hewn  out  of  the  rock,  where  ^e!K:bdliu«  ftre  fuppofed 
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to  have  been  feated.    Having  procured  feveral  fhiall  fragiti^Ss  of 
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the  mutiUted  tabic,  and  of  other  parts  of  the  rock,  as  memorials  of 
our  viilt,  we  retired^  to  a  groupe  of  fine  trees  in  the  vicinity,  to  re* 
pofe  from  our  fatigues,  and  fhelter  ourfelves  from  the  fcorching  heat, 
beneath  their  fhade.  Near  to  thb  pluflpr  of  trees  there  is  a  fountain 
of  cool  and  delicious  water.  It  is  one  of  the  favourite  retreats  of  the 
Turks  and  other  inhabitajats  of  the  iiland  during  the  warmer  months. 
Several  neat  villages  are  interiperfed  on  t^e  fides  of  the  mountains, 
iu^rrounded  bj  well  cultivated  enclofures  of  ooro,  vines^  lentils,  and 
other  vegetable  prodjuuflions.. 

We  walked  in  the  evening  to  the  public  promenade  of  Scio,  filled 
with  the  better  fort  of  inhabitants  of  both  &x^,  all  an  theix'  gay  and 
holiday  attire.  Severa}  of  the  ladies  wore  on  this  head  bunches  of 
floweDs,  as  if  drefifed  for  ap  afilembly.  It  may  not  be  improper  to 
notice  here,  that  inftead  pf  the  outer  vefl  of  filk,  or  fatin,  defcribed 
above,,  the  females  of  an  inferior  dais  v^ear  a  veil  of  greien  cloth  of 
ilie  dame  hideous  aind  difagreeable  fafbion. 

On  the  morning  of  the  3d.  we  rode  to  Calligmahfeah,  one  of  the 
Iffventy^four  villages  in  the  ifland  pf  Scio,  where  ithe  lentifk-tree  is 
cultivated,  from  which  the  gum  maflic  is  coUeded,  to  be  fent  to 
Canflantinople  for  .the  pfe  of  the  Seraglio.  It  being  the  property  of 
the  Grand  Seignor,  peribns  are  fent  to  the  ifland  to  colled  it ;  twenty- 
one  thoufand  and  twenty-five  okes,  or  meafure^,  of  this  gum  being 
forwitrded  annually  to  the  above  deftination.  The  remainder  xs  dif- 
pofed  of  furreptitiouAy  when  a  favourable  opportunity  prefents  it- 
felf ;  but  this  traffic  is  attended  by  a  confiderable  rifk.  The  Ei^lifh 
nonful  related  an  inflance  of  having  himfclf  piurchafed  a  quantity  of 
the  gum,  which  he  aftervv^ds  difppied  of  a,t  Copflantinople ;  but  9 
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diicovery  having  been  made,  he  was  fubjeAcd  to  the  very  heavy  fine 
of  eight  thoufand  piaftres,  and  otherwife  maltreated.  The  gum 
maftic  is  chewed  by  the  females  m  Turkey  to  fweeten  the  breath. 

With  rcfpe^l  to  the  tree  itfelf,  the  botanical  name  of  which  is 
the  dendron  fcinos^  it  grows  to  the  height  of  from  four  to  fix,  and 
even  eight  feet.  When  viewed  at  a  diftance^  it  is  not  unlike  our 
common  holly ;  but  its  leaves  are  of  a  paler  green^  refembling,  in 
fome  degree,  thofe  of  the  broad-leafed  myrtle,  but  more  obtufe.  The 
gum  is  collected,  for  the  firft  time  in  the  ieafon,  about  the  month  of 
July,  when  it  is  of  the  heSt  quality ;  and  the  operation,  which  is  re- 
peated two  or  three  times  in  the  courfe  of  the  year,  coniifts  in  mak- 
ing incifions  in  the  trank  of  the  tree,  from  which  the  juice  gradualljr 
exudes,  and  hardens  into  the  coniiftence  of  a  gum.  The  lentifk-tree 
is  not  tapped  until  it  heis  attained  a  growth  of  five  years :  thofe  we 
faw,  we  were  informed  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  village,  were  con- 
fiderably  older.  The  population  of  this  village,  the  houfes  of  which 
are,  as  well  as  the  old  caftle  in  its  centre,  in  a  very  ruinous  condition, 
may  be  eftimated  at  about  three  hundred  individuals,  all  Grreeks,  and 
of  a  healthy  and  cheerful  appearance.  The  women  and  children 
employ  themielves  in  fpinning  cotton,  which  is  fent  to  the  town  of 
Scio  to  be  employed  in  a  manufactory  of  white  cotton  ftockings,  very 
durable,  and  in  other  refpedb  of  an  excellent  quality. 

Our  excurfion  led  us  through  a  very  agreeable  and  fertile  part  of 
the  ifland,  called  Del  Campo,  which  is  fo  well  peopled  that  we  met 
with  a  continuation  of  dwellings  from  the  town  of  Scio  to  the  above 
village  of  Calligmahfeah,  an  extent  of  nearly  feven  miles.  Within 
this  line  of  territoiy  there  are  a  confidcrabld  nimibcr  of  large,  hand- 
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ibme,  and  fubftantial  ihooc  edifices,  i^ith  terraces  at  the  top,  the 
fummer<  reiidences  of  the  wealtk^r  Gireeks  and  Turks.  Each  of  thefe 
houfes  IS  provided  with  a  garden  cnclofed  by  high  ftone  yralls,  which 
produces  the  choiceft  fruits  of  the  growth  of  the  ifiand,  and  is  emr 
belliflied  hy  rows  of  fine  cypreis- trees.  In  pafiSing  through  the  ave- 
nues leading  to  the&  gardens^  the  traveller  is  delighted  hy  the  grate** 
ful  odours  which  are  conftantly  exhaled  to*  perfume  the  furr(»inding 
atmofphere. 

In  the  courfe  of  our  ride  we  &w  an  abundance  of  the  terehintha 
trees,  from  which  the  turpentine  is  collcfted  by  a  prQce&  fimilar  to 
that  employed  in  procuring  the  gum  maftic.  Except  that  the  bark 
of  the  trunk  is  n)ore  rough  and  irregular,  this  tree  has  fo  great  a  re* 
fembknce  to  the  afh,  that  I  was  induced,  on  refledioa,  tx>  think  my- 
felf  deceived  when  I  fuppofed  the  latter  tree  to  grow  on  the  iflands 
we  had  precedently  vifited.  We  paficd  feveral  ipots  of  ground 
abounding  in  fullers*  earth  and  potters*  clay ;  and  were  led,  by  every 
thing  we  had  obferved,  to  confider  a  great  portion  of  the  iHand  of 
Scio  as  abounding  in  ufeful  and  valuable  produdions.  It  is  certainly 
over  peopled  in  proportion  to  its  extent,  and  to  the  riafourees  of  its 
foil;  but  this  circumilance  operating  as  a  powerful  ftiinplus  to  in- 
duftry,  the  lands  iiifceptibk  of  improvement  are  caukivated  with  this 
utmoft  labour  and  pcrieversnce.  It  is  probable  that  the  freedom  the 
inhabitants  enjoy  induces  them  to  prefer  Scio  to  the  other  iilands. 
Its  population  has^  beoi  overrated  fay  thofe  who  have  computed  it  at 
upwards  of  f^venty  tboufand  fouls :  fit>m  the  moft  accurate  infor- 
mation I  could  collet,  it  does  not  exceed  fifty  tfacufiind,  of  whom 
the  great  m^otity  «e  Greeks*  with  two  thoufaod  Turks,  one  thou* 
iand  Catholics,  and  a  few  Jews. 

3  M 
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The  town  of  Scio  is  of  a  moderate  extent,  and  contains  feveral 
fine  ftone  edifices,  built  by  the  Genoefe  at  the  time  they  were  in  pof- 
fefiion  of  the  iiland.  They  alfb  conftru6ted  a  fortrefi,  which  is  at 
prefent  in  a  ruinotis  condition.  The  houfes  of  the  principal  inha- 
bitants are  as  elegant  in  their  ftrudure  and  external  decorations  as 
they  are  handfbmely  fiirnilhed  within.  The  iiland  fiipplies  a  va- 
riety of  variegated  marbles  of  different  colours,  which  are  wrought 
into  columns,  pavements  of  floors,  door  jambs,  lintels,  &c.  The 
Genoefe  houfes  are  tiled,  with  a  Hoping  roof;  but  thofe  of  a  nK)re 
modern  conflru Aion  are  furmounted  by  flat  terraces.  The  flrccts 
in  general  are  narrow,  paved,  have  a  raifed  footway,  and  are  kept 
tolerably  clean,  confidering  that  Scio  is  within  the  limits  of  the 
Turkifh  dominions.  The  bazars  are  well  fupplied ;  but  the  articles 
they  contain  are  fold  at  rather  an  exorbitant  price.  Scio  carries  on 
an  extenfive  trade  with  Leghorn  and  feveral  other  ports  of  the  Me- 
diterranean. Its  manufadures  confifl  of  filk  and  fatin  fluffs,,  plain 
and  flriped  cottons  and  dimities,  and  various  articles  of  embroidery. 
The  cotton  flockings  and  night-caps  manufa<flured  there  are  held  in 
a.  very  general  eftimation. 

Large  quantities  of  olive  oil,  of  the  purefl  and  mofl:  delicious  qua- 
lity, are  annually  exported  to  Venice,  which  is  alfo  the  mart  for  the 
turpentine  coUeded  in  the  ifland.  The  export  of  wine,  of  the  growth 
of  Scio,  to  Conflantinople  and  other  parts  of  Turkey,  is  but  incon-^ 
fiderablc,  the  Greek  inhabitants,  who  are  paflicMiatcly  fond  of  it,  con- 
fuming  by  far  the  greater  proportion  of  the  produce  of  the  vintage. 
We  procured  a  quantity  of  good  red  wine  of  the  preceding  vintage 
at  ten  and  twelve  paras  the  oke ;  but  the  old  wine  is  ftill  dearer. 
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Adjacent  to  the  town  of  Scio  there  arc  a  considerable  number  of 
extenfivc  enclofed  gardens,  filled  with  every  defcription  of  the  fruits 
the  ifland  produces^  and  with  aromatic  plants  and  ihrubs,  the  fra« 
grant  odours  exhaled  from  which  impregnate  the  air  to  the  diilance 
of  feveral  miles  at  fea,  when  the  wind  blows  off  the  land.     We  were 
very  ienfible  of  this  when  approaching  the  iilandi 
.   The  port  of  Scio  is  very  uniafe  when  the  wind  blows  from  the 
eaft  and  eaft-fbuth-eaft :  it  is  likewife  open  to  the  north  winds,  which 
are,  however,  left  dangerous  than  the  levanters,  or  eafterly  winds.  It 
is,  however,  a  convenient  harbour  for  caicks  and  light  veflcls  of  every 
defcription.     The  paflage  to  Smyrna,  by  the  route  of  Chifme,  oppo- 
fite  to  Scio,  is  very  fhort,  being  within  the  compafs  of  a  day *s  journey 
by  land.    Paflcngers  crofs  over  from  Scio  to  Chifme  in  caicks,  which 
are  conftantly  employed  for  that  purpofe,  as  well  as  for  the  convey- 
ance of  merchandize.     The  journey  from  Chifm^  -is  made  by  land 
on  mules,  and  it  requires  about  twelve  hours  to  reach  Smyrna,  by  a 
very  rocky  and  mountainous  road.     The  whole  of  the  cxpence  to  a 
perfon  who  undertakes  this  route  from  Scio  to  Smyrna  does  not  ex- 
ceed five  piaftrcs,  or  feven  (hillings  and  i^xpence  Englilh.     We  felt 
great  regret  at  being  prevented  by  circumilances  from  vifiting  the 
latter  city. 

The  population  of  the  town  of  Scio  is  efti mated  at  about  twenty- 
five  thoufand  fouls,  that  is,  nearly,  if  not  entirely,  the  half  of  the 
complete  population  of  the  ifland.  Of  this  population  about  twenty- 
two  thoufand  individuals  are  Greeks,  with  two  thoufand  Turks,  and 
about  a  thoufand  Catholics  and  Jews.     The  other  parts  of  the  ifland 

are  exclufively  inhabited  by  Greeks. 
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Having  ezprefled  a  defire  to  view  the  cliurches  in  Scio  4)eloti^g 
to  the  latter  nation,  the  Englifh  conful  conduced  us  to  three  of  thefe 
edifices  .held  in  the  higheil  eiltmation,  and  alio  to  the  only  church 
91  tbM  place  bdonging  to  the  catholics.  One  of  the  former  was  a 
Ycry  beautifol  ftrudurei  adorned  widiinfide  with  gilt  ornaments, 
elegant  carvings  in  wood,  and  6ne  colnnms  of  the  variegated  marble 
<>f  Scio.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  workmen  of  the  coun- 
tiy  have  not  fufficient  addre&  to  give  to  this  elegant  marble  the  high 
polifli  of  which  it  is  fufceptible.  If  it  could  be  conveniently  tranf- 
ported  to  England,  it  would  certainly  be  held  in  great  eftimation. 
In  the  front  of  the  churches  there  are  ieveial  fculptures  of  Genoeie 
workmanihip.  We  vifited  one  of  the  hofpitals  belonging  to  the 
iGfreek  fathers  for  the  reception  of  infirm,  iick,  and  infane  perfbns. 
Of  the  latter  defcription  we  faw  three  men  and  two  women. 

We  paid  a  vifit  to  the  fupcrior  of  th^  catholics,  by  nameTimoni, 
whom  we  found  to  be  a  very  agreeable,  well  informed,  and  ftudious 
man.  The  family  of  Timoni  has  long  borae  a  very  diftinguifhed 
reputation  among  the  catholics  of  Conftantinople.  We  walked  af- 
terwards'to  the  hofpital  for  the  reception  of  lepers,  iituated  in  a  val- 
Icfy  on  the  north-vi^  iide  of  the  town,  from  which  it  is  diftant  about 
a  mile  and  a  half,  or  two  miles.  This  building  is  a  very  airy,  exten- 
five,  and  comfortable  reiidenc^  for  thefe  unfortunate  people,  nearly 
two  hundred  of  whom  of  both  fexes  refided  in  it  at  the  time  of  our 
vifit.  They  were  all  adults,  children  not  being  liable  to  this  dif- 
cafe,  which  does  not  manifeft  itielf  until  about  the  age  of  fifteen. 
Different  apartments  are  aiiigned  to  the  males  and  females.  Thofe 
we  iaw  appeared  to  be  in  general  from  thirty  to  forty  years  of  age ; 
but  others  were  ftill  older.     Several  of  them  had  loft  one  or  both 
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thegres;  others  the  ifiskgeis  and  toes;  mi  otibers  i^ki  the  nofi:. 
The  limbs  of  the  greater  part  of  ihde  unfortunate  wretches  were  m 
a  contraded  ftate,  with  fweUiag  of  the  hands  and  legs.  The  erup* 
tions  fvere  mare  numercms  in  tftic  iaoe  dban  in  any  other  part  The 
difea&i  indeed,  is  cumfiood  to  theie^*  wm$,  and  !&oe»  the  body  being 
externally  free  from  its  attacks.  Among  ihcfe  leprcmstiiibjeifts  it  (¥vas 
produAive  internally  of  cough,  hoariene6,  ipain  in  the  iftomatdi,  and 
dcfficulty  of  digeiftion,  in  additioi^  to  which  the  iemales  complained 
of  a  cantinnal  veirtigo  and  pain  of  the^hcad. 

With  ae^d  to>the  more  prevakttt  difeafe^of  this  iifland,  the  froall- 
pox  wa4,  at  the  time  of  our  arrival^  very  geoeml  among  the  children, 
of  whom  it  fwept  off  great  numbors*  J  was  klformed  tihat  librophu- 
lous  fwellingf  are  common  aimong  (the  inhabitants,  but  are  rembved 
without  much  difEcuIty.  They  are  alio  iubjeA  to  {ihthifis  ^md  he^- 
.moptiiis,  the  fcMrmer  bang  frequently  fatal :  the.ak  of  the  ifland  is 
indeed  considered  as  too  Simulating  to  the  lungs.  The  inilances  of 
longevity  at  Scio  are  very  few ;  and  1  could  not  learn  that  any  of  the 
inhabitants  pais  their  e^htieth  year.  As  a  proof,  however,  that  thic 
ifiand  is  not  generally  deemed  unhealthy,  it  has  been  feleifled  as  the 
reiidence  of  feveral  valetudinarians  from  difierent  parts  of  £urope. 
Among  thefe  a  very  rich  Engliftiman,  named  Bradbridge,  of  an  ec- 
centric charaAer,  retired  to  Scio  on  accQunt  of  the  deramgedfiate  of 
his  health,  which  was  cohfiderably  improwd  l^  a  long  refidence  on 
this  ifland.     He  died  there  about  fifteen  years  before  our  arrival. 

From  beneath  the  rock,  which  I  have  already  deicribed  as  being 
the  fite  of  the  fchool  of  Homer,  a  fpring  of  water  iflhes,  whidh  is 
celebrated  for  its  purity  and  medicinal  properties.     It  is  xefort^  to 
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by  all  the  valetudinarians  of  Scio,  who  aicribe  to  this  wafter  a  diuretic 
quality.  It  is  indeed  fb  much  extolled,  and  held  in  fuch  general 
eftimatioh,  that  large  quantities  of  it  are  occaiionally  fent  to  Con- 
ilantinople,  for  the  ufe  of  the  Grand  Seignor  and  of  the  Seraglio, 
^very  part  of  the  illand  is  fupplied  with  delicious  water,  which  is 
conveyed  by  aquedudb  firom  place  to  place  for  the  uie  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  different  villages. 

I  fhould  have  obferved,  that  the  cultivated  lands  are  in  general 
enclofed  by  ftone  walls  from  two  to  three  feet  in  height,  which  are 
extremely  ufeful  in  particular  (ituations,  more  efpecially  on  the  iides 
^f  the  more  elevated  mountains,  which  are  cultivated  almoft  to  their 
iiimmits.  During  the  falls  of  rain  the  waters  are  prevented  by  thefe 
walls  from  carrying  down  the  foil,  as  well  as  the  produce  of  the  in- 
clofures,  into  the  vallies  beneath.  ^ 

We  failed  from  Scio  on  the  5  th,  at  half  pafl  ten  in  the  morning. 
At  the  time  of  our  departure,  the  Greeks  were  preparing  to  celebrate 
the  feftival  of  St.  George.  About  five  o'clock  on  the  following 
morning  we  were  in  the  gulf  of  Smyrna,  midway  between  Caraba- 
roun  and  the  ifland  of  Mitylene,  the  territory  furrounding  Smyrna 
being  diftin^lly  in  fight.  At  half  pail  twelve  o'clock  we  arrived  at 
Mitylene,  and  anchored  in  the  harbour  of  Caftro,  or  Mitylene,  the 
ancient  Lefbos,  the  birth-place .  of  fo  many  learned  peribns,  whofe 
celebrity  has  been  handed  down  to  our  times.  Pittacus,  the  poet 
Alcseus,  Sappho,  Epicus,  Theophraflus,  and  Diophanes,  are  among 
the  many  great  and  extraordinary  charaders  this  illand  produced ; 
and  it  was  there  that  Ariftotle  fpent  two  years  of  a  life  devoted  to 
:Audy  and  retiremept.  . 
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Caftro  has  two  ports,  or  harbours,  one  to  the  north-call:  of  the 
town,  the  other  open  to  the  eail:  and  ibuth-eaft  winds,  with  two 
light-houfes  to  dircA  the  entrance  of  vefTels  in  the  night-time.  To 
the  right  a  citadel  or  caftle,  built  by  the  Venetians,  is  fituated  otl 
a  height  which  commands  both  the  town  and  the  vefTels  lying  in 
the  harbours.  We  anchored  in  the  latter  of  them,  and  immediately 
went  on  ihore.  In  coming  dircftly  from  Scio  to  Mitylene,  the 
traveller  views  the  latter  ifland  to  a  great  difadvantage,  as  it  wants 
the  delightful  luxuriance  and  richnefs  of  fcenery  by  which  the 
former  is  fo  eminently  diftingui(hed.  The  north-weii:  fide,  how- 
ever, of  the  ifland,  which  we  coafled  in  coming  into  port,  is 
covered  with  flourifhing  olive-trees,  and  with  corn-fields  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  different  villages. 

The  town  of  Caflro,  through  which. we  walked,  is  not  fo  large 
as  that  of  Scto«  The  fireets  are  narrow,  but  paved;  and  the 
houfes  reiemble  thofe  of  Confhuitinople,  with  tiled  roofs,  and 
with  fronts  either  of  wood  or  covered  with  white  plafler.  The  ba- 
zars were  at  the  time  well  fuppUed.  In  this  place  there  are  a  great 
number  of  taverns,  the  wine  fold  in  which,  of  the  growth  of  the 
ifland,  is  tolerably  good,  and  fold  at  the  rate  of  from  ten*  to  twelve 
paras  the  oke,  or  meafure.  We  faw  feveral  works  in  which  the 
oil  is  extra<5led  in  confiderable  quantities  from  the  olives :  there  are* 
alfb  at  Caffaro  feveral  manufadories  of  fbap.. 

The  coflume  of  the  females  differs  but  little  from  that  of  the 
women  of  Scio,  with  the  exception  of  the  head-drcfs,  which  has  a' 
truly  fingular  appearance.     Behind  the  crown  of.  the  head  a  kind  of 
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fan,  in  brreadtii  about  five  or  fix  inches,  rifca  to  the  height  6f  fcved  or 
eight,  and  has  an  elevation  of  about  two  inches  above  the  fbrdicad 
in  front*  This  ornament,  if  it  can  merit  that  naoie,  is  iifuititj 
made  of  cotton ;  and  a  handkerchief  is  thrown  over  it  when  the 
wearer  goes  abroad.  A  head^drcfs  of  fuch  a  deicription  k  c^taiilily 
neither  neat  nor  becoming.  That  which  covets  the  body  is  worn  of 
ibmewhat  a  greater  length  than  at  Scio.  The  drefs  of  the  xrxctt  is 
precifely  the  fame. 

Caftfo  contains  about  two  thc/aiand  houfes,  and  nearly  ten  thou* 
^and  inhabitants,  in  the  proportion  of  five  Greeks  to  one  Turk.  They 
have  neither  a  neat,  nor  a  very  handfome  appeatance.  The  tow»t 
which  is  built  in  the  form  of  a  crefcent,  is  fituated  at  the  fides  of 
hills,  the  gentle  declivities  of  which  give  it  a  vef^  pleafing  ^tppcBX" 
ance.  Many  fragments  of  [^ain  and  fluted  cohimns>  wkh  other 
femnants  of  archite6tural  ornaments,  are  to  be  fi;en  in  the  pavc-^ 
patents,  walls,  and  houfes ;  and  many  others  lie  fdattcttd  in  different 
parts  of  the  toWn,  to  atteii:  the  ancient  exiftence  of  the  handibme 
edifices  which  fi:ood  on  its  fite.  It  &ems  to  be  imivcr&lly  agreed 
that  the  town  of  Caftro,  or  Mitylene,  w«a  built  on  the  ruins  of  the 
celebrated  city  of  Lefbos* 

With  the  exception  of  grapes  and  figs,  there  arc  bol  few  fruits 
elevated  in  the  environs  of  Caftro.  In  the  gardens,  in  which  tic 
cyprels  and  terebintha  trees  are  planted  for  oufnanieat,  wc  Aw  an  in«^ 
opnfiderablt  quantity  of  otanges.  The  town  is  fuppKed  with  water 
of  a  ^ood  quality  by  the  means  of  aquedu^» 

We  ivjerfc  defirotts  of  preceding  on  our  voyage  on  the  7  th;  but 
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the  preceding  night  having  been  ftormy,  with  much  lightning  and 
rain,  and  the  wind  ftill  blowing  very  frefli  from  the  northward,  our 
Reis  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  quit  the  port. 

This  tempcftuous  weather  continued  without  intermiflion  until 
the  1  oth,  and  afforded  us  fufficient  leiiiire  to  amufe  ourfelves  in 
the  town  of  Caftro,  and  in  its  environs.  On  the  morning  of  that 
day,  the  weather  being  fine,  and  the  breeze  moderate,  we  failed ; 
but  were  overtaken  in  the  evening  by  a  ftrong  gale  from  the  north, 
which  raifed  fo  high  a  fea  that  our  little  vefTel  had  ibme  difficulty 
in  ftruggling  with  the  waves.  In  the  paiTage  between  the  ifland  of 
Mitylcne  ^id  Cape  Baba,  on  the  iide  of  the  main  land>  there  is  a 
funken  rock  at  nearly  mid  diftance,  of  which  our  Reis  was  under 
fome  apprchenfion.  About  eleven  o'clock  at  night  we  fuppofed  we 
had  cleared  this  rock,  and  left  it  on  the  larboard  quarter,  keeping 
clofe  in  with  the  main  land.  In  the  coxirie  of  the  night  we  cleared 
Cape  Baba,  on  the  coaft  of  Anadolia,  the  ifland  of  Tenedos  being  in 
fight,  diftant  about  thirty  miles,  at  the  dawn  of  day. 

The  wind  being  to  the  north-eaft  on  the  morning  of  the  1  ith,  we 
were  prevented  from  fleering  for  Tenedos,  as  we  had  intended,  and 
were  obliged  to  bear  away  in  the  direftion  of  the  main  land.  We  at 
length  came  to  anchor  nearly  oppofite  to  the  ifland,  at  a  little 
diflance  from  Efca  Stamboul,  where  we  perceived  the  ruins  of  an 
cxtenfive  palace,  fronting  the  fea,  with  a  capacious  arch,  or  gate- 
way, for  its  entrance.  We  landed,  and  noticed  among  the  trees  a 
confiderable  number  of  dwarf  oaks,  interfperfcd  amidfl:  excellent  paf- 
turage  grounds  for  cattle. 

At  half  pafl  four  in  the  morning  of  the  12th,  we  failed,  and  ar- 
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rived  two  hours  after  at  the  ifland  of  Tencdos.  We  difembarked^ 
and  having  walked  through  the  town,  proceeded  to  the  neighbour* 
ing  lofty  hills.  With  the  exception  of  thefe  hills,  the  land  of  the  ifland 
has  in  general  a  flat  furface.  The  vallies  are  cultivated  in  vines,  witk 
a  few  patches  of  corn ;  but  there  are  neither  trees  nor  flirubs,  with 
the  exception  of  a  few  folitary  fig  and  mulberry  trees*  The  ifland^ 
however,  open  as  it  is,  has  a  pleafing  appearance,  the  cfFeft  of  which 
is  heightened  by  the  gentle  flopes  from  the  hills.  A  few  houfes  arc 
difperfed  in  the  interior.  Thofe  of  the  town,  which  is  of  a  very  in- 
confiderable  extent,  are  mean,  conflirudled  of  wood,  and  tiled  oven 
The  inhabitants  are  compofed  of  about  a  thoufand  Turks,  and 
four  hundred  Greeks.  The  principal  trade  conflfl:s  in  the  export  of 
•wines. 

There  are  two  forts  at  Tenedos,  of  which  the  one  iituated  on  the 
north- wefl:  fide  is  the  principal,  and  is  a  wofk  of  fome  confiderable 
importance  and  ftrength, ,  apparently  of  Venetian  conflrudion. 
That  on  the  eaflxirn  fide  is  a  fmall  fort  of  little  ftrength>  which  is^ 
however,  calculated  by  its  pofition  to  annoy  the  veflTels  entering  the 
port,  in  the  cafe  of  a  ineditated  attack. 

We  paid  a  vifit  to  the  Englifti  conful,  by  birth  a  Greek,  who 
could  fpeak  neither  the  Englifti,  French,  nor  Italian  language. 
Among  the  little  information  we  were  enabled  to  colleA  from  him> 
we  learned  that  the  Mutine  brig  had  arrived  at  the  ifland  on  the  8th 
of  March,  and  had  remained  there  two  days.  She  returned  after- 
wards, at   the  time  when  Lord  Elgin,  the   Britifli  ambaflador   at 

Conftantinople,  made  an  excurfion   to  Athens,   and  followed    his 

■ 
Lordfliip  to  that  defliination. 
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On  the  ifland  of  Tenedos  there  are  fine  flocks  of  Ihecp,  which 
find  an  excellent  pafturage  on  the  hills.  The  mutton  is  cheap  ;  as 
is  alfo  the  wine  of  the  country,  which  is  of  a  very  fuperior  quality. 

The  wind  having  (hifted  round  to  the  north-weft,  we  failed  at 
noon,  and  at  three  o'clock  P.  M.  pafled  the  ifle  of  rabbits.  At 
levcn  in  the  evening  we  anchored  clofe  under  Sigc,  or  Sigaeum,  a 
city  of  Troas  ;  but  were  prevented  by  the  calms  which  came  on 
from  entering  the  ftrait  of  the  Dardanelles. 

We  failed  early  on  the  morning  of  the  1 3th  ;  but  were  foon  after 
becalmed.  At  feven  o'clock  a  breeze  fprung  up  from  the  north- 
weft,  by  which  we  were  enabled  to  reach  Cettlebahar,  the  caftlc 
iituated  on  the  European  fliore  of  the  Dardanelles,^"  on  the  fouth 
fide  of  w^ich  we  anchored  at  ten  o'clock.  The  wind  becoming  in 
a  little  time  more  favourable,  our  Rcis  was  i^iduced  to  attempt  the 
paflage  of  the  ftraits;  but,  after  feveral  fruitlefs  efforts  on  his  part, 
we  were  carried  by  the  very  rapid  current  towards  the  Aiiatic  fhore, 
and  were  obliged  to  come  to  anchor  below  the  cdftle,  between  it  and 
Sigaeum.  Several  other  vefTels  had  recourfe  to  the  fame  expedient,  the 
wind  being  in  a  contrary  direftion  to  the  navigation  of  the  Darda- 
nelles. We  landed  at  Coombcally  to  purchafe  the  articles  of  which 
we  ftood  in  need ;  and  having  amufed  ourfelvcs  by  a  promejiade  on 
the  banks  of  the  celebrated  Scamander,  vifited  once  again  the 
plain  of  Troy,  and  having  mounted  to  the  tomb  of  Patroclus,  re- 
turned  to  the  vefTel. 

Coombcally  is  a  miferable  town  inhabited  by  Turks,  which  owes 
the  little  importance  it  pofTefTcs  to  its  commanding  fituation  at  the 
entrance  of  the -ftraits,  where  there  ace  two  forts,  one  on  each  fide, 
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of  fufficient  ftrength  to  annoy  any  vcffcls  which  ihould  attempt  to 
force  a  paiTage. 

We  iailed  at  fix  in  the  morning  of  the  14th,  with  the  wind  at 
eafti  but  our  crew  were  foon  after  obliged  to  tow  the  yeilei,  with  a 
view  to  get  her  over  to  the  European  fide.  At  eight  o*dock,  the 
wind  having  ihifted  to  the  north- weft,  we  bore  away  for  Imbros, 
from  which  ifland  we  were  diftant,  an  hour  after^  about  fix  miles. 
We  now  tacked  and  ftood  away  for  Cettlcbahar.  At  half  paft 
one  o'clock  P.  M.  we  anchored  in  a  fine  bay,  about  two  miles  to 
the  north  of  the  caftles  of  Cettlebahar.  On  the  fummit  of  the 
north  point  of  this  bay  there  is  a  fort  mounting  twenty-four  guns, 
beneath  which  we  dropped  anchor,  waiting  for  the  firft  favourable 
breeze  which  might  ^ring  up  to  convey  us  to  Shennacally.  In  the 
courfe  of  the  laft  twenty  hours  we  had  been  repeatedly  driven  over 
firom  the  European  to  the  Afiatic,  and  thence  again  to  the  European 
fide.  At  half  paft  two  o'clock,  however,  the  wind  having  become 
more  favourable,  we  failed,  and  were  at  length  enabled  to  come 
to  anchor  under  Cape  Baba,  on  the  Afiatic  Ihore,  diftant  from 
Shennacally  about  fix  or  feven  miles,  at  half  paft  fcven  in  the 
evening. 

On  the  1 5th,  at  half  paft  nine  o'clock,  we  weighed  anchor,  and 
arrived  at  Shennacally  at  half  paft  eleven.  Having  dropped  an- 
chor, we  went  on  (bore  to  pay  a  vifit  to  the  conful,  and  returned 
on  board  at  one  o'clock  P.  M.  when  we  failed  with  a  fair  breeze 
from  the  fouth -weft.  At  half  paft  fix  in  the  evening  we  pafiled 
Lampfiicu^,  a  fmall  town  on  the  Afiatic  fide,  fituated  in  a  very  fine 
and  fertile  country.     At  eight  o'clock  we  pafied  Gallipoli,  on  the 
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European  fide  of  the  Dardanelles,  the  territory  adjoining  to  which 
is  alio  very  fertile,  abundant  iiarvefb  of  com  being  coUe^ed  on  the 
gently  iloping  Mils  which  rife  from  the  fea  fhore. 

We  were  becalmed  on  the  lOth  in  the  morning  in  the  Straits  of  St. 
George,  the  Marmora  iHands  bearing  north-eaft,  diilatit  about  thirty 
miles.  At  eight  o'clock  we  had  a  flight  breeze  from  the  fbuth  and 
fouth-eaft,  which  enabled  us  to  make  fome  way.  We  ikw  a  con- 
fiderable  number  of  veffels  a  few  miles  a  head  of  us.  The  greater 
part  of  the  day  was  cold  and  fhowery.  At  midnight  we  pafled  the 
fouth-weft  extremity  of  the  ifland  of  Marmora ;  and  at  three  the 
following  morning  cleared  the  ifland,  and  flood  for  Conflantinople, 
with  light  winds  and  occaiional  calms.  At  feven  in  the  evening 
we  were  abreafl:  of  Cachouk  Chekmege,  at  which  time  fcveral  of 
the  headmofl  veflels  appeared  to  be  entering  the  harbour  of  Con- 
flantinople. 

On  the  morning  of  the  18th  we  were  overtaken  by  calms,  which 
obliged  our  crew  to  tow  and  row  the  veffeL  At  eight  o'clock  we 
pa^ed  the  feven  towers  ;  and  were  fbon  after  taken  from  the  caick, 
and  conveyed  in  a  boat  to  Tophana,  which  place  we  reached  at  ten 
o'clock^  We  were  informed  on  our  arrival,  that  Colonel  HoUoway 
and  Major  Hope  had  quitted  Conflantinople  on  their  way  to  Eng- 
land, fix  days  before.  We  lofl  no  time  in  engaging  a  row-boat  to 
convey  us  to  Varno  on  the  Black  Sea. 

On  the  20th  I  called  on  Mr.  Stratton,  the  Britifli  fecretary  of 
legation,  who  defired  the  principal  drogoman,  or  interpreter,  Mon- 
fieur  Pefani,  to  procure  me  a  firman,  and  to  make  the  neceffary 
arrangements  for  my  journey  to  Vienna,  by  the  route  of  Varna, 
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The  firman^  or  pafTport^  which  I  obtained  in  confequcnce,  was  iimi- 
lar  to  thofe  cuftomarily  fumiftied  by  the  government  of  the  Sub- 
lime Porte  to  all  perfons,  not  Turkifli  fubjefts,  paffing  from  one 
part  of  the  Ottoman  dominions  to  another,  Thefe  firmans  are  not 
only  a  protcAion  to  the  traveller,  but  contain  an  injunftion  to  all 
the  pachas^  or  governors,  of  the  Turkifti  provinces  and  towns,  to 
forward  him  on  his  route,  and  fupply  him  with  every  requifite  his 
neceflities  may  deipand.  The  text  is  accompanied  by  a  faithful  en- 
graving, which  may  ferve  to  give  the  reader  an  idea  of  a  Turkifli 
firman.  It  contains  at  the  upper  part,  in  a  colledion  of  flourifhes^ 
an  enumeration  of  all  the  titles  of  the  Grand  Signor. 

On  the  2l{l  I  went  from  Tophana  to  Buyukderc,  to  wait  there 
until  circumflances  ihould  be  favourable  to  my  departure.  I  had 
occafion,  however,  to  lament,  upon  my  arrival  at  Conflantinople, 
that  the  Britifh  ambaiTador,  Lord  Egin,  was  then  at  Athens,  on  ac- 
count of  the  ill  flate  of  his  health. 
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CHAPTER   XXL 


EMBARKATION    AT    BUTUKDBRE ARRIVAI.    AT    VABNA YEMIPAZZAS— 

BASGAT APPREHENSIONS  PROM    BANDITTI ROUZCHOOK 6EORGIVAI.. 

GENERAL  TERROR  ON  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  APPROACH  OP  PA8WAN  OGLOU 

EMBARKATION  FOR  GALATZ  IN  MOLDAVIA-^TORKOTOI— rMIULS  Em- 

VATED    ON     BOATS VILLAGES    ON    FIRE SILI3TRIA — DISTRESSING 

SCENE  OP  DEVASTATION VOYAGE  ON    THE  DANUBE DESCRIPTION  OF 

THE  VESSELS BANKS  OP  THE  DANUBE FUGITIVES  PROM  BANDITTI-^- 

ROSSOVAT GIRSOW GALATZ BORLAT YASSI — ^ENTRANCE     INTO 

POLAND CHERNOWICH JOURNEY  THROUGH  PART    OF    POLAND SALT 

PITS    AT    WILISKA CRACOW SHOTTAU SILESIA NEISLISCHENE 

ARRIVAL  AT  VIENNA* — VACCINE    INOCULATION    INTRODUCED    THERE 

CATHEDRAL  OF  ST.  STEPHEN— WIDDEN  THEATRE IMPERIAL  LIBRARY 

MENAGE THEATRE  DE  LA  COUR CABINET    OF    M^ALS GENERAI* 

HOSPITAL— CABINET  OP   NATURAL  HISTORY NEW  AND  SINGULAR  OPI- 
NION ON  THE  BRAIN HOSPITAL  FOR  LUNATICS ANECDOTE  RELATIVE 

TO  THE  EMPEROR  JOSEPH  II. IMPERIAL  PALACE  AT  SCHOMBBUN ME- 

KAGERIE OBSERVATORY MODEL    OF    OUR    SAVIOUr's    SEPULCHRE  — 

ARSENAL COLLECTION  OF  PICTURES DEPARTURE  FROM  VIENNAi. 

TD  EING  provided  with  a  firman,  and  feveral  letters  of  recommen- 
dation, I  embarked  at  Buyukdcre  on  the  evening  of  the  23d  of 
May  on  board  a  boat,  for  the  purpofe  of  croffing  the  Black  Sea/ 

« 

We  quitted  the  harbour  at  midnight,  and  on  the  following  morning 
at  fix  o'clock  paflTed  the  fecond  caftle  on  the  European  fide  of  the 
Bofphorus.  At  the  expiration  of  three  hours  we  anchored  in  a  bay 
to  the  north  of  the  third  caftle  on  the  fame  fide  of  the  Bolphorus, 
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where  we  remained  until  nine  in  the  evening,  when  we  failed  with 
the  wind  at  north-eaft.  On  the  morning  of  the  25th  we  appeared 
to  have  run  about  thirty-fix  miles ;  but  the  wind  failing,  our  people 
were  obliged  to  have  rccourfe  to  their  oars.  About  ten  o'clock 
A.  M.  the  breeze  frefliened ;  and  at  four  in  the  afternoon  we  pafled 
Midge,  with  very  pleafant  and  agreeable  weather. 

On  the  20th,  at  ten  In  the  mornings  we  were  abreaft  of  Cape 
Baba,  which,  according  to  the  computation  of  our  crew,  is  diflant 
from  Varna,  in  Bulgaria,  about  an  hundred  and  twenty  miles.  .  At 
four  in  the  afternoon  we  paffed  the  gulf  of  Poros  Leman,  and  on  the 
following  morning,  at  one  o'clock,  anchored  at  the  entrance  of  the 
gulf  of  Varna,  the  contrary  wind  oppofing  our  further  progrcfi.  Wc 
failed  at  fun-riie,  and  about  Icven  o'clock  in  the  morning  anchored 
near  Varna,  a  town  of  Turkey  in  Europe,  in  the  province  of  Bul- 
garia. 

I  went  on  fhore  at  that  place,  and  waited  on  the  governor,  Ofman 
Aga,  for  whom  I  had  brought  letters,  and  to  whom  I  prefented  my 
firman,  in  order  that  he  might  ifilie  the  neceiTary  CQOMaands  to  ex- 
pedite me  on  my  route  to  Rouzchook  and  Bouchareft.  I  took  up 
myrefidence  in  the  mean  time  at  the  hou(e  of  the  Greek  bifhop.  In 
the  evening  I  was  informed  that  a  party  of  Turks  and  Greeks  were 
to  let  out  on  the  following  morning  for  the  fame  dellination ;  and 
of  this  favourable  opportunity  I  availed  mylclf  without  hefitation. 

At  fevcn  in  the  morning  of  the  28th  we  left  Varna,  in  a  kind  of 
covered  waggons  flightly  conftrufted,  called  arabars,  of  which  I  was 
obliged  to  engage  three,  for  myftlf,  fervant,  and  luggage.  Thcfc 
vehicles  are  very  fmall  a«id  narrow,  fomewhat  refembling  our  ammu- 
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hitioh  waggons,  and  are  drawn  by  one  horfe.  They  arc  fo  contrived 
as  to  enable  the  traveller  to  lay  himfclf  down  at  his  full  length ;  and 
tlie  hire  of  one  of  thefe  conveyances,  from  Varna  to  Rouzchook,  or 
Riitzig,  dn  the  eaftern  bank  of  the  Danube,  a  journey  which  occu- 
pics  four  or  five  days,  is  eighteen  piaftrcs.  During  the  early  part  of 
the  day  our  road  led  through  a  woody  and  hilly  country,  interfpcrfed 
with  a  few  wretched  and  folitary  huts,  the  inmates  of  which  were, 
however,  hale  and  robuft.  Towards  the  concluding  part  of  thejour- 
ney  we  pafled  through  fcveral  fine,  extenfive,  and  well  cultivated 
vallies,  abounding  in  different  kinds  of  corn,  and  more  particularly 
in  rye.  The  woods  confift  of  dwarf  oaks,  hazels^  black  and  white 
thorns,  and  a  very*confiderable  number  of  pear-trees ;  but  there  arc 
few  trees  of  a  growth  calculated  for  timber.  In  proportion  to  the 
cultivated  lands  there  are  but  few  villages.     On  the  floping  downs 

there  ^re  rich  pafturagcs,  in  which  we  faw  great  numbers  of  oxen, 

.'■'■(■  ■  '  *       ' 

cows,  buffaloes,  horfes,  Iheep,  and  goats.     The  breeds  of  horfcs  and 

oxen  arc  fmall :  the  latter,  and  the  buffaloes,  are  employed  to  draw 

the  arabars  of  the  peafants.     The  inhabitants  of  fbme  of  the  villages 

pay  a  particular  attention  to  grazing ;  while  in  others  they  grow 

com,  and  cultivate  vineyards.    There  are  no  enclofures,  except  thofc 

-    • 

for  the  vineyards  in  the  vicinity  of  the  different  villages.  At  half 
paft  five  in  the  evening  we  crofTed  a  river,  and  halted  on  the  oppo- 
fite  bank  for  the  night.  On  account  of  the  numerous  hordes  of  rob- 
bers  which  infefled  this  country,  we  avoided  as  much  as  poffible  the 
approach  of  any  village,  the  difpofition  of  the  inhabitants  of  which 
had  not  been  well  afcertaincd. 

3  o 
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We  fet  out  at  four  in  the  morning  of  the  20th,  and  paiTed  through 

* 

»  very  fine  and  rich  country,  abounding  in  pafture  grounds,  on  which 
numerous  flocks  and  herds  were  grazing.  We  faw  an  abundance  of 
poultry,  f^veral  waggons  laden  with  which  we  met  on  the  road* 
Our  journey  was  infinitely  agreeable  over  fertile  and  richly  cultivated 
plains,  refcmbfing  thofe  of  the  moft  produdlive  parts  of  England. 
At  half  paft  eight  o'clock  we  halted  for  two  hours.  We  fell  in  with 
feveral  caravans,  or  large  companies  of  travellers,  on  our  route,  this 
being,  from  motives  of  Iccurity,  the  cuflom  of  travelling  in  this 

k  _  ■■  ■ 

country.  The  inhabitants^  when  abroad,  are  conftantly  armed. 
The  progrefs  we  made  was  at  the  rate  of  about  three  miles  and  a 
half  in  the  hour ;  and  at  half  paft  oae  o*^cIock  w|p  arrived  at  YenL«- 
pazzar,  inhabited  principally  by  Turks,  with  an  inconHderable  num- 
ber of  Greeks.  The  houfes  are  conftrufted  of  laths  and  plafter,  with 
tiled  roofs ;  but  the  poorer  clafs  of-  inhabitants  dwell  in  caves,  over 
which  a  thatched  roof  is  thrown.  The  town  is  ilirrounded  by  a 
mud  wait,  and  a  dry  ditch,  with  a  gate  at  each  extremity.  We 
made  a  fhort  ftay  there ;  and  having  afterwards  proceeded  to  the 
diftance  of  fix  miles,  paiTed  through  a  village  called  Oukboudan^ 
compofed  of  wretched  thatched  huts.  At  fix  in  the  evening  we 
halted  at  another  poor  village,  called  Tekerkew„  where  we  paiTed 
the  night. 

On  the  20th  we  fet  out  at  four  in  the  morning,  and  at  the  end  of 
two  hours  came  to  the  village  of  Shemlah,  where  we  made  a  \iaLt. 
At  half  paft  ten  we  reached  another  village,  delightfully  iituated  at 
the  iide  of  a  fine  wood  of  oak-trees.     The  furrounding  iccncry  was 
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beautiful  and  romantic.  At  half  pail  fix  in  the  evening  we  reached 
the  vicinity  of  Rafgat,  a  large  town,  which  contains  fevcral  mofques, 
and  there  rcpofed  ourfelvcs  for  the  night. 

,  We  fct  out  at  the  accuftomed  early  hour,  on  the  31  ft,  and  in  a 
little  time  reached  the  above  place,  where  we  ipent  two  hours  in  a 
han,  or  kann,  dcftincd,  as  I  have  already  explained,  for  the  accom- 
modation of  travellers  and  their  beafts,  as  well  as  for  the  reception 
of  the  merchandize  they  carry  with  them.  The  town  of  Rafgat 
has  two  gates,  and  is  furrounded  by  palifadoes  and  mud  walls.  The 
inhabitants  are  a  mixture  of  Greeks  and  Turks.  Having  proceeded 
oh  our  route,  we  halted  for  two  hours  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  and . 
at  fevcn  in  the  evening  took  up,  as  ufual,  our  quarters  for  the  night 
in  our  arabars.  As  ibon  as  we  had  halted,  a  part  of  the  caravan  was 
formed  into  a  guard,  to  keep  watch  for  the  night ;  a  neceffary  pre- 
caution  to  prevent  an  attack^  to  which  the  traveller  is  continually 
cxpofed. 

On  the  ift  of  June  we  fet  out  at  four  in  the  morning,  and  at  fix 
entered  the  town  of  Rouzchook,  where  I  immediately  took  up  my 
re&dence  in  one  of  the  hans.  I  had  there  tRe  good  fortune  to  meet 
with  a  Greek  merchant  named  Keriyahcoh  Polizio,  who  paid  mc 
the  moft  friendly  attentions,  and  gave  me  the  beft  counfel  for  the 
further  profecution  of  my  journey.  He  bad  himfelf  been  obliged  to 
fly  from  Buchareft,  together  with  all  the  principal  inhabitants,  the 
confuls,  and  others,  in  confequence  of  t}ie  dreadful  menaces  of  the 
banditti  by  whom  the  country  was  at  that  time  defblated,  and  the 
approach  of  Pafwan  Oglou's  troops.  The  prince  ftill  remained  there 
with  a  few  of  his  followers^;  but  the  confuls  had  deemed  it  more 
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prudent  to  proceed  to  Croniladt.  I  went  with  the  above  fi^entleman 
to  pay  a  vifit  to  the  dragoman  of  the  Prince  of  Buchareft^  then  at^ 
Rouzchbok,  but  who  was  on  the  point  of  his  departure  for  Conljtan-. 
tinople,  and  who  gave  me  a  letter  to  the  Capicahchiah  at  Qeorgival, 
to  aid  me  on  my  route  to  Buchareft.  Georgival  is  fituated  on  the 
wcftern  fide  of  the  Danube ;  and  it  is  there  that  travellers  from 
Houzchook  flop  to  procure  arabars.  and  whatever  befides  is  neceifarv 
for  their  journey  by  Buchareft  to  Vienna.  I  was,  however,  thrown 
into  a  great  dilemma  In  the  evening  by  the  news  which  arrived  from 
Buchareift,  that  the  prince  and  his  people  had  betaken  themfelves  to 
flight  on  account  of  the  approach  and  menaces  of  Pafwan  Oglou. 
This  unlucky  circumflance  forced  me  to  alter  my  plan,  and  to  niake 
new  arrangements.     . 

Rouzchook  is  plcaiingly  fituated  on  the  caflem  banks  of  the  Da- 

nube,  and  is  a  place  of  confiderable  extent,  inhabited  by  Turks  and 

»  .        .  ..... 

Greeks.     Being  the  only  town  poiTefling  an  open  and  free  trade  in 
that  quarter  at  the  time  of  my  arrival,  all  the  merchandize  had  been 
brought  thither,  and  the  bazars  well ,  fupplied  with  comniodities  of 
every  defcription.     In  the  courfe  of  the  morning  of  the  2d  a  veilcl 
arrived  with  merchandize  and  feveral  paiTengers,  Germans,  from^^ 
Vienna,  bound  to  Galatz  in  Moldavia.     It  was  expedled  that  fhe . 
would  prpfecute  her  voyage  on  the  following  day ;  and  as  the  dif- 
treifUne  advices  from  Bucharefl  were  confirmed,  it  was  recommended , 
to  me  to  take  a  pafifage  in  this  vefTel  to  Galatz,  the  Greek  merchant  ^ 
engaging  to  fupply  me  with  letters  of  recommendation,  &c.  to  the 
Ruftian  and  Imperial  confuls  at  Yadi. 

I  embarked  on  board  the  above  vefTel  on  the  4  th  at  five  in  the 
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mornings  TF^e  captain  ^okc  a  little  k^Iia;ij,  though  he  was  by  bijft|f 
a  Greek.  My  fellow,  travellers  confined  of  an  Italian,  Votlic}:.  tq 
th^  Imperial  <^f^  ^  (falatfs,  w^p.^9]^ti),e.Gefip?n.l^f\gi^^  with 
much  fluency,  tWQ.Gjermaxis,  and  a^G^reck.  Soon  after  we  etpharki54 
the  Iky  became,  overcharged  with  heavy  clouds,  which  in(}JQated  th<r 
approach  of  a  fiorm,  and.  incjlucefi  pyr  captajn|to  wait  for  n^prc  fettled 
and  favourable  weathen  It  cleared  up  at~thi;ee  in  the.  aff gniooa> 
when  the  anchor  wps  weighed^  and .  w/e  gpt  undpr  way  with  afm^rt 
breeze  from  the, north,  oui,qrcw. firing. afi^Iu.tc-of.mufkc try,  betwecft 
each  difcharge.  of  which,  the  Italiap  founded  his.  truippet.  Th^e.  W4i\d 
frefhened.fbon  after  to  fuch  a,degree^  that  we  were  obliged, to  anchor; 
a  little  below  the  towp. 

We  were  detained  on  the  5th  by  the  florniy.  weather  *until  two. 
in  the  afternoon,  when  we  took  our  departure,  and  in  lofs  than  hajf 
an  hour  paiTed  the  town  of  Georgival.     The  current. fettiug  in  ourr 
favour,  vve.  made  a  pretty  rapid  progrefs  by  the  ai^^of  our,twjclvc 
oars,  and  at  half  pail  feven  in  the  evening  came  to.  anchor  for  the, 
night.     On  the  following  nioming,  we  fef  ou^  befor?  break  of  day.; 
and  at  threp  in  ,thc,  afternoon  pafled  Torkotai,  a  fmaU  town  veryt 
romanticjiHyfituated  on  .the  .banks  of  the  Da^uh?.     The  hills  adja-t 
cent  to  this  town,  arc  laid  out  in  fine  vineyards,  interfpcrfed  with: 
hufliy  trees:  on  the  nqrt^-eail  fide  there  are  hsmging  woods>  whiqh 
axe,  continued  for  feyeral  miles,  and  have  a  very  pleafing  and  pi6lur.f 
r^fque.effed*     Oppofitcto  the  town  there  arc  feven  water  mills, 
each  of  thcra  .dependant  on  two  boats  moored  aqrofs  the  river,  in 
one  of  whifh  thp  mill  is  placed,  while  the  other  fupports  the-wb^el. 
ftationcd  in  the  centre,  between  the  two.     On  the  prefent  occs^cmi 
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I  had  feen  mills  of  this  kind  for  the  firft  time ;  but  I  was  told  that 
they  arc  employed  on  every  part  of  the  Danube.  When  we  had 
proceeded  three  or  four  miles  from  the  town,  our  veflcl  ran  aground 
on  one  of  the  fmall  iilands  which  are  fcattered  in  great  numbers  on 

ft 

the  fides  of  the  river ;  and  by  this  accident  we  were  detained  for 
upwards  of  an  hour.  Immediately  oppofite  to  our  pofition,  on  the 
eaftern  fide  of  the  river,  we  perceived  a  neighbouring  village  in 
flames,  and  concluded  it  to  have  been  fet  on  fire  by  one  of  the  bands 
of  robbers  by  whom  the  country  was  infcftcd.  At  half  paft  feven 
in  the  evening  we  anchored  on  the  weftern  bapk  of  the  Danube, 
and  nearly  oppofite  to  Silifi:ria.  The  weather  was  at  this  time 
ilormy  and  unpleafant.  One  of  the  officers  of  our  veflfel  immcdi^ 
ately  went  on  fliore  with  the  papers  and  paffport  furnifhed  to  him 
by  Pafwan  Oglou  at  Belgrade ;  but  was  defircd  to  return  agaii)  on 
the  following  niorning. 

Wc  weighed  anchor  on  the  7th  a  little  before  noon,  on  the  above 
oflicer  coming  on  board  with  the  necefl*ary  permiflSon,  and  were 
not  long  in  pafi[ing  the  town  and  caftle.  The  latter,  and  the  dc* 
fenfive  works  which  have  been  thrown  up,  are  of  little  importance. 
The  town,  built  on  the  eafl:em  bank  of  the  Danube,  is  of  inconfidcr- 
able  extent,  and  is  fituated  in  the  midft  of  a  fine  and  fertile,  but 
hilly  country.  The  mills  employed  by  the.  inhabitants  are  of  the 
fame  contrivance  as  at  Torkotai.  There  are  no  Icfs  than  fourteen 
mofques  in  Siliftria ;  but  the  houfes  are  as  wretched  as  thofe  of  the 
greater  part  of  the  towns  in  Turkey.  The  adjacent  hills  are  covered 
with  fine  vineyards,  and  with  an  abundance  of  lofty  trees,  to  decorate 
the  fi:enery.     • 
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.  The  day  proved  very  fultry,  with  little  or  no  wind ;  J)ut  arftorm, 
accompanied  by  thunder  and  lightning,  coming  on  towards  the 
evening,  we  anchored  at  fun-fet  on  the  weftem  fide  of  the  riven 
We  had  noticed  at  three  o*clock  in  the  afternoon  another  village  on 
fire ;  and  as  foon  as  we  came  to  anchor;  a  diftrefCng  fcene  preiented 
itfelf  to  our  view.  A  coniiderable  number  of  men,  women,  and 
children,  the  wretched  vi<^ims  of  the  conflagration  we  had  witnefled^ 
were  aifembled  at  the  water- (ide,  and  had  conveyed  thither  the  little 
property  they  could  colledl  together^  confiding  principally  of  arabars,. 
oxen,  and  (heep» 

After  having  pafled  a  very  ftormy  night,  we  weighed  anchor  on 
the  8th  before  day -light ;  but  the  force  of  the  wind  augmented  fb 
confiderably,  that  we  were  (bon  after  obliged  to  anchor  on  the  caft 
fide  of  the  Danube.  At  Slliftria  we  had  received  on  board  three 
Turks,  as  guards ;  our  number^  therefore^  was  now  augmented  to 
twenty-five  individuals,  conflfting  of  Greeks,  Germans,  Italians, 
EngliOi,  Turks^  and  Wallachians.  The  latter,  twelve  in  number, 
compofed  the  crew ;  and,  as  the  vefTel  was  unprovided  with  iails> 
had  a  very  laborious  employment  in  rowing  and  fleering  her  when 
under  way.  The  conflrudion  of  thefe  vcfTcls,  which  navigate  the 
Danube  with  pafTengers  and  merchandize,  is  fomewhat  fingular. 
They  are  in  length  about  an  hundred  and  twenty  feet,  and  in 
breadth  eighteen,  with  a  roof  of  planks,  about  fifty  feet  in  length, 
in  the  centre,  which  refembles  the  ridge  of  a  houie,  and  beneath 
which  the  mofl  valuable  merchandize  and  the  pafTengers  are  placed. 
Under  this  roof  the  traveller  fancies  himfclf  rather  in  a  houfe,  or 
booth,  than  in  a  veflel :  over  it  there  is  a  kind  of  terrace,  about  feven 
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{tit  f€[mtb}  vhkH  may  hi  con'fidei'ed  ^s  i  ifpedes  of  ki6i[que,dnd  which, 
as  it  command^  a  fine  Vifew  of  the  fccncry  on  each  fide  of  the  river; 
affords  a  ple^fing  retirement  irl  the  evening.  THefe  vefTels,  which 
ttt  fo  deeply  Idden  that  they  fink  as  tew  in  the  water  as  6iir  heavy 
targes,  come  from  Vienna  ivith  gobdb  of  crety  dcfcr?pti6ri  fdr  Galatz 
and  Yaffi  in  Mbldavia.  ^f  hey  are  provided,  in  the  fore  |iart,  with 
t*vdvc  oars  of  a  toodifatc  fiie ;  twfa  very  large  ones,  v^^hich  appeared 
fo  rrie  to  be  from  forty  to  fifty  feet  in  len^h,  at  the  boves ;  and  two 

« 

others  of  the  fame  dcfcriptioh  at  the  ftem,  to  ahfwer  the  pufpofe  of 
a  helm,  in  regulating  the  direAion  of  the  veffcl.  Being  deftitute  of 
rtiafts  and  rigging  to  fteady  them,  they  are  cOnflantly  anchored  near 
the  (hore  When  it  bloW^  frcffli,  as  well  as  in  thfe  riight-time. 

On  the  v^^eft  fide  of  the  Danube  the  country  confiils  6f  fine  levels ; 
v^hile,  on  the  eaftem  fide,  its  banks  arc  fkirted  by  a  chain  of  fertile 
hills,  covered  with  fine  woodland  fcenery.  This  rivdr  has,  towards 
its  banks,  a  very  cotifidcrable  number  of  fmali  iflands,  on  which  trees 
have  been  planted  with  a  very  agreeable  eflfeft.  Its  greateft  breadth 
does  not  exceed  a  mile  and  a  half. 

The  weather  was  {o  ftormy  on  the  8th  that  we  were  detained 
until  half  pad  feven  in  the  evening,  when  the  anchor  was  wieighed. 
We  ftiortly  after  faw  a  party  of  fugitives  whom  the  banditti  had 
attacked,  afifembled  on  the  eaftern  bank  of  the  river ;  and  at  half 
paft  eight  o'clock  were  abreaft  of  Roflbvat,  a*  fmall  town  fituated 
on  the  fame  bank.  We  anchored  at  midnight,  and  repofed  our- 
felves  until  three  in  the  morning,  when  we  again' profecuted  our 
paflTage  down  the  Danube,  with  the  mdft  agreeable  weather  ima- 
ginable, but  with  melancholy  reflexions  rfeful'ting  from  the  wretched 
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condition  of  the  inhabitants,  whom  we  faw  difperfed  on  each 
fide  on  its  banks.  At  half  paft  feven  o'clock  in  the  morning 
we  paiTed  Sooda,  a  fmall  village  fituated  on  a  hill,  on  die  eaftern 
fide  of  the  river ;  and  at  half  paft  eight  were  abreaft  of  another 
village  on  the  fame  bank,  called  Chekerge.  At  ten  o'clock  we  were 
off  Keriewai,  or  Girfo w,  a  fmall  town  on  the  fame  fide  of  the  river, 
to  which  we  fent  on  fhore  for  a  fupply  of  provifions  and  vvines. 
Near  this  place,  on  a  rocky  hill,  there  is  a  fmall  and  infignific^tit 
caftle  fitnated  at  the  river  fide,  which  bad  been  attacked  about  eleven 
years  before  by  the  Ruffians,  the  remaitis  of  whofe  works,  by  which 
the  fortrefe  was  completely  commanded,  we  faw,  as  they  had  been 
thrown  up  on  the  adjacent  hills.  It  is  faid  that  in  the  attack  made 
by  the  Ruffians  at  Girfbw,  the  Turks  loft  eighty  thoufand  men. 
At  feven  in  the  evening  we  pafiTed  a  village,  on  the  weftern  bank, 
called  by  thp  Turks  Bourockfen,  and  came  to  anchor  an  hour  after* 
In  our  pafi!age  of  this  day  we  found  the.rivpr  had  feveral  abrupt  and 
fudden  turnings,  and  was  in  ibme  places  very  narrow. 

On  the  Qth,  at  four  in  the  morning,  we  weighed  anchor,  and 
ibpn  after  ran  aground.  The  navigation  of  the  river  in  this  part 
is  indeed  rendered  extremely  intricate  and  difficult,  by  the  fmall 
iflands  thrown  up,  the  pafTagc  betwew  which  draw  the  Current ; 
infbmuch  that  the  conducing  of  our  veflel,  for  peculiarly  c(;Hiftrude4i 
required  much  caution  and  circumfpe^iion,  to  fhun  the  points  of 
land  at  the  ditferent  turnings.  At  half  p^ft  five  o'clock  In  tbfi 
morning  we  pafled  a  fmall  yillage  oi^  the  weftern  bank,  ntld  at 
feven  were  ftbreafi  of  Ibrael,  a  town  ple^ntly  fituated  on  the  iktm 
fide  of  the  river^  oppofite  to  which  lay  fitveml  veilels  from  the 

3  p 
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Black  Sea.  We  were  delayed  two  hours  by  the  perfon  who  was 
fent  to  the  above  place  with  the  pafs,  which  prevented  us  from 
reaching  Galatz  before  twelve  o'clock.  Notwithftanding  I  was  at 
fo  great  a  diftance  from  my  native  home,  the  refledlion  that  I  was 
now  in  a  land  inhabited  by  chriftians,  infpired  me  with  a  tranquiU 
lity  to  which  I  had  been  long  a  ftranger.  As  fbon  as  we  had  an* 
chored  I  landed  with  my  baggage,  and  called  on  the  Imperial  con- 
ful>  Signor  Mangoli,  with  whom  I  dined,  and  was  not  a  little  fur- 
prifed  in  the  afternoon  at  the  appearance  of  an  Englifh  courier,  Mr. 
Duff,  who  was  on  his  route  from  Conftantinople  to  Vienna.  It  gave 
me  great  fatisfa£tion  to  be  enabled  to  accompany  him  on  the 
following  morning.  Galatz  is  fituated  in  the  territory  of  Molda* 
via,  and  is  principally  inhabited  by  the  natives  of  the  country.  The 
land  adjacent  to  it  is  level,  as  it  alio  is  on  the  oppofite  bank.  In- 
deed, during  the  laft  two  days  of  our  navigation,  the  country  on  each 
fide  of  the  river  prefented  but  few  uneven  furfaces. 

Having  procured  three  arabars  and  twelve  horfes  for  our  journey, 
we  left  Galatz  at  five  in  the  morning  of  the  1  oth ;  and  at  half  paft 
feven  arrived  at  the  village  of  Peke,  the  firft  flage,  having  performed 
a  diftance  of  nearly  twenty  miles.  The  horfes  of  the  country  are 
fmall,  but  fleet,  and  on  tbefe  journeys  are  kept  conftantly  on 
the  gallop.  We  left  the  above  village,  the  cottages  of  which  are 
very  neat,  at  eight  o'clock,  and  a  little  after  ten  reached  Kome,  the 
icoond  flage.  The  country  through  which  we  paiTed  abounds  in 
fine  Hoping  hills,  having  a  rich  foil,  though  but  little  attended  to 
with  refped  to  cultivation.  Where  due  pains  are  beftowed  on 
them^  however^  they  yield  an  ample  produce  of  different  kinds  of 
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grain.  We  left  this  village  at  half  paft  ten,  and  pafled  through  a 
fine  country,  abounding  in  dwarf  oaks,  which  brought  us  to  Rcge, 
where  we  arrived  at  half  paft  twelve.  We  reached  the  next  ftage, 
Borlat,  a  very  refpeAable  town,  at  three  o'clock,  and  proceeded 
thence  to  Colineh,  where  we  arrived  at  fix  in  the  evening,  and  took 
refrefliments  at  the  poft-hovrfc.  We  next  proceeded  to  Waflow, 
which  we  reached  at  nine  o'clock ;  and,  finally,  arrived  at  Ounchef- 
tey  at  midnight,  glad  to  repofe  ourfelves  after  fo  long  and  fatiguing 

• 

a  journey. 

On  the  nth,  at  four  in  the  morning,  we  left  Ouncheftey,  and 
arrived  at  Scenty  an  hour  after.  We  were  detained  there  for  fome 
time,  in  confequence  of  one  of  the  horfes  having  ftrayed  from  the 
poft-houie ;  and  this  prevented  us  from  reaching  Yaiii,  the  capital 
of  Moldavia,  a  province  of  Turkey  in  Europe,  until  between  eight 
and  nine  o'clock.  We  alighted  at  the  houfe  of  the  Imperial  con* 
ful  with  whom  we  dined.  On  approaching  the  above  place  the 
country  is  beautifully  romantic. 

We  left  Yaffi  at  three  in  the  afternoon,  and  at  half  paft  four  ar- 
rived at  Largah,  where  having  made  a  ihort  ftay,  we  again  iet  out, 
and  arrived  at  Chepot  at  feven  in  the  evening.  The  road  leading 
from  Yafli  to  this  place  is  very  agreeable,  over  fine  hills,  which 
have  not,  however,  the  advantage  of  being  well  cultivated,  the  in- 
habitants appearing  to  attend  to  little  more  than  their  own  umne- 
diate  fupplies.  The  country  is  open,  and  entirely  divefted  of  troes 
and  flurubs.  Our  next  ftage  led  us,  by  an  excellent  road,  to  Strcift, 
where  we  arrived  at  nine  at  night ;  and  proceeded  thence  to  Borda<*, 

3  p  2 
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fhecn,  which  wc  reached  at  midnight,  and  repofcd  ourfclves  for  a 
few  hours. 

On^the  morning  of  the  12  th,  at  four  o'clock,  we  fet  out  for  Dor- 

*  - 

howe,  a  ftagc  which  occupied  us  mote  than  two  hours,  the  road 
having  been  rendered  ytty  heavy  by  the  rains  which  had  failen  on 
the  preceding  day.  In  .fev€ral  of  the  towns  and  villages  of  Molda-^ 
via  the  inhabitants  confift  principally  of  Jews,  who  are  very  name* 
rous  in  every  part  of  the  country.  The  Jewifli  females  wear  a  pe- 
culiar head-drefs,  with  a  large  pearl  ornament  hanging  at  the  fide 
of  each  cheek.  From  Dorhowe  we  proceeded,  after  a  ftioft  ftay,  to 
Herts ;  and  thcnee  to  the  ftation,  near  Chernowich,  where  the  di- 
reftor  of  the  counter  march  refides.  It  is  there  that  the  quarantine 
is  performed,  and  the  paffports  and  baggage  infpe^od,  prcvioufly  to 
the  entry  of  travellers  into  Germany^  On  our  reaching 'Chernowich 
at  one  in  the  afternoon,  we  waited  on  the  governor,  who  was  abfent 
for  the  moment,  and  having  proceeded  to  our  inn,  purchased  a  cakifa, 
a  well  known  travelling  carriage.  Chernowich  is  a  little  town  of 
Weft  Gallicia,  a  part  of  the  territory  of  Poland,  pleafently  fituated 
at  the  fide  of  the  rivei' Prut.  The  inhabitants  are  principally  Ger- 
mans, with  a  few  Poles.  We  quitted  this  place  at  -eight  in  the 
evening,  as  foon  as  our  baggage  had  been  faced  in  the  carriage; 
and  at  midnight  arrived  at  Snatten,  where  we  allowed  -ourfclves  but 
a  fliort  rfepofe. 

*On  the  1 3th,  at  the  early  hour  of  one  in  the  morning,  wr  quit- 
ted the  above  place,  and  at  half  pait  ibur  arrived  at  VenoGratz,  or 
Guafditch,  a  pleafmg  and  w«ell-burlt  town,  fituated  in  the  midft  of  a 
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fertile  country.  In  performing  this  ftage  we  had  an  excellent  road. 
Our  next  ftages,  each  of  which  occupied  from  two  hours  to  two  hours 
and  a  half^  were  to  Kotfrnipr^  Slowmax,  Stanitzilaf,  and  Alich,  at 
the  latter  of  which  places  we  arrived  at  fijf.  in  the  evening,  without 
having  met  with  any  remarkable  occurrence  on  our  route.  The 
country  through  which  we  pafled  had  an  appearance  of  great  ferti- 
lity, and  abounded  in  beautiful  .woodlands.  At  Alich  we  faw  the 
ruins  of  a  cafUe^  fituated  oh  an  eminence,  which  had  anciently  be- 
longed to  the  kings  of  Poland.  At  fevenin  the  evening  we  quitted 
that  place  for  Borflem,  whence  we  proceeded  to  Knenitch^  wberp 
we  arrived  at  midnight. 

We  reached  Strelitz  at  a  very  early  hour  on  the  morning  of  the 
1 4th,  having  noade  ho  other  flop  on  the  road  than  that  which  the 
neceffity  of  changing  horfes  required,  and  arrived  at  Bobberdah  at  five 
o*clocky  after  a  harailing  journey  over  a  rough  and  unpleafant  road. 
Our  fxtbfequent  ftages  wcce  DavetofF,  Limberg,  Bartadoff,  and  Qm- 
tuk,  at  the  latter  of  which  places  we  dined.  The  latter  part  of*  the 
road,  in  perfonxiing  the  above  ftages,  b  highly  ^gr^eable,  jbeing  raiied> 
and  kept  in  excellent  icpair*  For  the  diftance  of  fcveral  miles  it 
mns  in  a  direft  Jine^  with  beautiful  trees  plaiated  on  €pch  fide. 
This  |iart  of  Poland  is  flat,  but  very  fertile^  and  contains  n^apy  fine 
and  extenfivc  woods  of. beeches  aad  oaks.  At  half  p«ft  five  ia  the 
afternoon  we  arrived  at  Wlfluiey,  whence  we  proceeded  to  Mofchifciv 
Letching,  Perrigal,  andRadimno,  the  latter  of  wfaidb  places  wc  did 
not  i«ach  until  one  in  the  morning  of  the  15th. 

Weproocedcd  thence  to  Yariflow,  Prizwcdc,  L^aizwiork,  Belhouf, 
Sendihou,  andDcnbitzer,  at  wbicfa  latter  place  we.  dined  at  twp 
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in  the  afternoon.  Our  route  led  us  afterwards  to  Klfnoh,  and  thence 
to  Tarnow,  a  pleafant  little  town,  containing  feveral  handfbme  edi- 
fices^ and  iituated  in  a  fine  rural  country.  In  this  part  the  road  ftill 
runs  in  a  dired:  line,  and  is  kept  in  excellent  order.  The  other  flages 
of  this  day's  journey  were  Okenitz  and  Prcfco,  which  latter  ilagc 
was  not  concluded  until  one  in  the  morning  of  the  1 0th. 

The  ftages  we  had  to  run  on  that  morning  were  Pofnia,  Gidow, 
and  Wilifka,  the  latter  fituated  in  the  vicinity  of  Cracow,  or  Cfa- 
covia.  We  ftopped  at  this  place,  and  went  to  one  of  the  directors 
of  the  fait  works  eftabliihed  there.  Permiffion  having  been  obtained 
from  Baron  Verney,  the  governor  of  the  eftablifhment,  we  defcended 
the  fait  pits,  in  which  we  fpent  three  hours.  During  this  interval 
we  vifited  i  confiderable  part  of  the  works,  which  are,  however,  car- 
ried beneath  the  ground  to  fb  confiderable  an  extent,  that  the  pits 
are  in  depth  a  hundred  and  twenty-three  fathoms ;  and  the  defcent 
into  the  different  parages  and  fubterraneous  apartments  effeded 
by  the  means  of  ropes  attached  to  wheels  worked  by  horfes.  The& 
works  find  employment  for  nearly  feven  hundred  people,  who  arc 
conflantly  engaged  in  digging  and  blowing  up  the  rocks  of  fine  fait. 
In  addition  to  a  governor  and  lieutenant-governor,  there  are  four  di- 
rcAors,  and  an  engineer,  for  their  fuperintendance.  They  are  the 
property  of  the  Emperor  of  Germany.     On  the  tops  and  at  the  fides 

« 

of  the  pafTaget  very  beautiful  cryftallizations  of  fait  are  formed,  by 
the  dripping  of  the  water  through  the  fait  rock.  I  brought  away 
feveral  fpecimens  of  thefe  cryftallizations;  and  was  prefent  at  the 
removal  of  one  of  the  icdumns  of  &lt,  which  arc  afterwards  cut  into 
lengths,  and  into  a  figure  refembling  an  eggi  for  fale.     To  be  brief; 
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the  fait  works  of  Wiliika,  in  Poland^  which  run  beneath  nearly  half 
the  town,  may  certainly  be  deemed  the  fined  in  Europe ;  and  the 
ialt  extraded  from  them  is  of  the  pureft  quality.  After  having  dined 
with  Mr.  Wolf,  the  diredor,  we  took  coffee  with  Baron  Verpey,  the 
governor^  and  left  Willfka  at  five  in  the  afternoon  for  Cracow,  the 
capital  of  Poland,  where  we  arrived  an  hour  after.  Cracow  is  a  large 
town,  walled  in  and  fortified,  with  a  river,  Weiffel  or  WeiiTer,  run- 
ning near  to  its  gates.  It  is  well  known  that  the  kings  of  Poland 
were  ufually  crowned  here.  Our  next  ftages  were  to  Mofelainii 
Iftebnicky  and  Wadohwich;  and  our  arrival  at  the  latter  place 
brought  us  to  midnight. 

On  the  morning  of  the  1 7th,  at  half  paft  three  o'clock,  we  arrived 
at  Candy,  a  town  iituated  partly  in  Poland,  and  partly  in  Silefia. 
We  proceeded  from  thence  to  Pelitz,  and  were  now  on  the  frontiers 
of  Auftria.  It  is  a  handfbme  town,  containing  feveral  good  build- 
ings, and  is  iituated  on  a  hill  in  a  very  agreeable  country.  Having 
quitted  this  place,  we  proceeded  to  Shottau,  which  has  a  few  decent 
houies,  reiembling,  however,  all  thofe  to  be  met  with  in  this  part  of 
Germany,  that  is,  white- waibed  and  low  built.  Inftead  of  tiles,  they 
are  covered  by  iquares  of  wood,  which  in  a  little  time  acquire  a  dark 
colour,  and  give  the  roofs  the  appearance  of  being  Hated.  In  their 
ihape  thefe  houfes  reiemble  fomewhat  thofe  of  China.  It  being  the 
feait  <}{  Pentecoft,  or  Whitfimtide,  the  inhabitants  were,  on  our  ar- 
rival, buiied  in  preparing  for  the  proceilion  which  was  to  take  place; 
and  the  various  utenfils  employed  at  the  ma&,  together  with  the 
decorations  of  the  chapels,  were  fixed  on  the  walls  in  the  form  of 


! 


48o  TRAVELS  IN  ASIATIC  TURKEY, 

altars,  furmounted  by  branches  of  the  cyprefs  and  other  trees.  The 
inhabitants  of  Silefia  are  a  diftinft  people,  having  a  language  peculiar 
to  thcmfelvcs.  The  country  has  a  cheerful  afped,  but  is  not  ib  fer- 
tile as  Poland.  The  women  wear  red  or  black  (lockings^  which, 
being  plaited,  make  their  legs  appear  uncommonly  large.  In  front 
ofafhort  petticoat,  which  does  not  reach  below  the  knees,  th^ 
wear  a  fhort  blue  apron  ;  and  on  the  head  a  piece  of  white  cotton^ 
or  linen,  bound  round  as  a  handkerchief.  About  nine  in  the  momf 
ing  we  quitted  Shottau,  and  proceeded  to  Tilhen,  where  we  faw, 
on  our  arrival,  the  proceffion  of  the  h6ftj  attended  by  an  immenie 
concourfe  of  people,  in  their  beft  attire.  The  military  were  drawn 
out  to  fire  a  falute,  and  the  llrcets  ftrewed  with  grais  for  the  parage 
of  the  hoft>  which  was  carried  by  the  principal  magiftrates.  At  two 
in  the  afternoon  we  arrived  at  Freduk>  which  is,  as  well  as  the  pre- 
ceding place,  an  agreeable  little  town,  containing  feveral  good  build^ 
ings.  This  part  of  the  country  is  highly  agreeable ;  and  the  pofi* 
tions  of  feveral  of  the  towns  and  villages  arfe  rendered  charmingly 
piAurefque  by  fine  and  extenfive  woods  and  plantations  of  pines, 
firs,  and  other  trees.  We  were  detained  at  Preduk  until  half  paft 
four  o'clock  by  an  accident  which  befel  one  of  the.  wheels  of  our 
carriage.  Having  replaced  this  wheel  by  a  more  folid  one>  we  pro- 
ceeded to  Neiflifchcne,  a  large  and  well  built  town,  provided  with 
a  fortrefe,  which  we  reached  at  fcven  in  the  evening.  In  the  centre 
of  this  town,  as  well  as  of  feveral  others  through  which  we  paffcd, 
there  is  a  large  fquare,  furrounded  by  commodious  and  well-built 
houil's,  beneath  which  are  piazzas,  with  (hops  for  the  l»lc  of  different 
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nerchandizes*  Under  the  piazzas  the  inhabitants  have  a  (htltercd 
promenade  in  wet  weather.  We  quitted  the  above  place,  and 
reached  Wcifkerk  a  little  before  midnight. 

At  two  in  the  morning  of  the  18th  we  paffed  through  a  refped- 
able  town  called  Lytriiftz,  and  between  the  hours  of  three  and  four 
reached  our  firft  ftage,  Rofaugefs,  having  paiTed  over  a  very  hilly  and 
heavy  road,  in  the  midft  of  a  violent  ftorm,  accompanied  by  thunder 
and  lightning.  From  this  place  we  proceeded  to  Oltmitz,  a  large, 
'Well  built,  and  fortified  town,  which  has,  however,  but  an  incon* 
iiderable  trade.  Our  fubfequent  ftages,  on  this  day's  journey,  were 
Profnitz,  Wifchau,  Poforzitz,  Brinn,  a  large  and  populous  fc^tified 
town,  provided  with  a  citadel,  and  containing  feveral  handibme 
buildings;  Clay,  Marihcif,  NivoKcopurg,  and  Porfdorf. 

We  were  now  approaching  Vienna,  having  fix  ftages  only  to  per* 
form.  On  the  igth  wc  paffed  fucccffively  through  Wilfcrfdorf, 
Gimerldorf,  Wulnerldorf,  Crizcrfdorf,  and  Tarmcrfdorf,  making  at 
each  of  thcfc  places  the  peceffary  halt  to  change  horfes,  and  at  eleven 
in  the  morning  were  fafely  arrived  in  the  capital  of  the  Imperial 
domiiuons. 

Having  procured  a  lackey  to  accompany  me,  and  point  out  what 
was  moft  defcrvingof  notice  at  Vienna,  I  paid  a  vifit  to  Mr,  Stewart, 
fccretary  of  legation,  and  left  a  letter  of  recommendation  from  Mr. 
Stratton  to  the  Britifli  minifter,  Mr,  Paget.  I  dined  with  feveral 
Englifti  gentlemen,  at  the  Augarten,  the  faloon  of  which  is  very 
handfome,  and  the  gardens  prettily  laid  out  and  embellifhcd-  We 
went  afterwards  to  the  prater,  or  promenade,  without  the  town, 
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•where  a  great  number  of  people  of  all  ranks  and  ctaiTes  were  afTeniv* 
bled.     We  fpcnt  the  evening  at  the  imperial  theatre. 

DoAor  Carro,  a  ph}  fician  of  celebrity  at  Vienna,  to  whom  I  had 
an  introdudion,  was  at  this  time  engaged  in  the  praftice  of  the  vac- 
cine inoculation,  and  informed  me,  on  my  paying  him  a  morning^s 
vifit,  on  the  21  ft,  that  he  had  had  five  hundred  cafes,  all  of  which 
had  been  attended  with  the  moft  complete  fuccels.  In  the  after- 
noon I  vifited  the  cathedral  church  of  St.  Stephen,  a  very  neat  and 
compadl  building.  A  party  was  niade  in  the  evening  for  the  Wid- 
den  theatre,  fituated  without  the  town,  where  the  French  opera  of 
Alcefte  was  well  performed.  The  price  of  admiffion  to  this  theatre^ 
which  is  a  very  handfome  edifice,  is  one  florin  only,  a  much  more 
reafbnable  rate  of  entrance  than  at  our  theatres. 

On  the  22d  I  went  to  the  church  of  St.  Michael,  and  thence  to 
the  imperial  library,  a  very  fine  building,  containing  a  commodious 
fuite  of  apartments,  fupplied,  it  is  faid,  with  upwards  of  two  hundred 
thoufand  volumes,  comprehending  the  moft  rare  books  in  every  Ian* 
guage.  Adjacent  to  the  great  hall  there  is  a  reading-room,  which  is 
opened  daily  at  certain  hours  to  the  public :  an  individual  can  have 
the  ufe  of  any  book  within  this  room.  I  proceeded  thence  to  the 
menage,  where  every  one  is  at  liberty  to  enter  and  ride  at  certain 
hours.  In  the  evening  I  vifited  the  imperial  theatre,  or,  as  it  is 
dyhd,  STheatr^  de  la  Cour,  where  an  Italian  opera  was  performed,  and 
followed  by  a  ballet.  Like  all  the  German  theatres,  this  edifice  has 
a  very  gloomy  appearance,  on  account  of  the  want  of  lights  within- 
fide.  ' 
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Colonel  HoUoway  and  Major  Hope,  having  arrived  at  Vienna  in 
the  courie  of  the  preceding  night,  I  dined  in  their  company  on  the 
.23d  with  Mr.  Paget,  the  Britifli  miniftcr,  atDibling,  a  fmall  village 
'  near  Vienna,  very  pleafingly  fituated  at  the  fide  of  the  Danube,  The 
party  was  entirely  Englifli.  In  the  evening  we  went  to  the  theatre 
to  fee  an  Italian  opera. 

On  the  24th  1  vifited  the  library  and  beautiful  and  choice  cabinet 
of  medals.  I  was  Ihown  fevcral  very  ancient  manufcripts,  and  rolls 
of  papyrus.  Among  the  books  of  antique  date  were  an  edition  of  the 
Pfalms  in  Gothic  charafters,  printed  at  Mentz  in  1457,  and  Pliny's 
Natural  Hiftory,  printed  at  Venice  on  vellum  in  1 468.  I  accom- 
panied Dr.  Carro  in  the  afternoon  to  the  general  Jiofpital,  a  very 
cxtenfivc  building,  kept  in  the  beft,  order.  In  the  evening  I  went 
to  the  Widdcn  theatre  to  fee  the  performance  of  Richard  Coeur  dc 
Lion. 

On  the  morning  of  the  25  th  I  vifited  the  cabinet  of  natural  hif- 
tory, which  contains  a  very  fine  and  extenfivc  colleAion  of  mine- 
ralogy. Dr.  Gall,  a  phyfician  at  Vienna,  in  a  party  this  day,  at 
which  I  was  prcfent,  gave  a  fingular  opinion  on  the  brain  and  its 
fundlions,  in  which  he  broached  a  new  but  dangerous  dodrlnc.  In 
expatiating  on  the  fundions  of  this  organ,  he  argued  the  poffibility 
of  difcovering  the  various  inclinations  and  capacities  by  the  ftruv5lure 
of  the  fkull,  and  by  its  elevations  and  dcpreffions.     In  doing  this,  he 

I 

dwelt  on  the  important  truths  and  conclufions  which  w^ould  rcfult 
from  the  eftablifliment  of  fuch  a  dodrine,  to  the  manifeft  advantage 
of  medicine,  morals,  education,  legiflation,  &c.  together  with  the 
promotion  of  a  more  perfed  knowledge  of  mankind  in  gcncraL     In 
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laying  down  the  principles  which  he  was  deiirous  to  apply  to  future 
obfervations,  he  advanced,  firft,  that  capacities  and  inclinations  arc 
innate  in  man  and  brutes :  fecondly,  that  thefe  capacities  and  incli* 
nations  are  feated  in  the  brain  :  and  laftly,  that  both  the  capacities 
and  inclinations  being  eflenttally  different  from  and  independent  of 
each  other,  they  muft  confequently  originate  in  different  parts  of  the 
brain,  between  which  there  is  a  like  independence. 

On  the  26th  I  vifited  the  hofpital  of  the  infane,  called  la  Tour  det 
FotiXy  at  Roffau.  In  this  lofty  and  capacious  building  between  two 
and  three  hundred  perfons  of  both  kxts  arc  confined,  in  apartments 
kept  in  the  niccft  order.  An  anecdote  is  recorded  of  the  Emperor 
Jofeph  the  fecond,  that  having  caufed  an  apartment  to  be  fitted  up 
for  himfelf  at  the  top  of  this  tower,  or  building,  to  enjoy  the  advan- 
tage of  a  fine  and  extend ve  profpcA,  one  of  the  inmates  attacked  him 
in  a  farcaflic  epigram,  infcribed  on  the  wall.  It  is  well  known  that 
this  Emperor  indulged  in  many  extraordinary  fancies  and  wild  fpe- 
culations ;  and  accordingly  the  attack  was  couched  in  the  following 
words,  in  the  form  of  an  epitaph :— ^*  Hie  jacet  Jofephus  Secundus, 
**  hie  primus^  uhique  fecundus^ 

On  the  27tb  I  vifited  the  imperial  palace  at  Scombrun,  a  very 
fuperb  building,  flanding  in  a  delightful  fituation,  and  cmbellilhcd 
by  beautiful  walks,  gardens,  fountains,  flatues,  grottoes,  and  pleafiire- 
grcunds,  all  open  to  the  public.  I  was  conduced  to  the  menagerie, 
and  thence  to  the  obfervator)',  which  affords  a  fine  «nd  extenfive 
view  of  Vienna  and  its  environs.  On  my  way  to  Scombrun  1  entered 
a  church  at  the  village  of  Herrals,  where  I  was  (hewn  the  model  of 
the  fcpulchrc  of  our  Saviour  at  Jcrufalem,  with  other  curiofities  of 


I 
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m  fimilar  kind.  Having  ieen  the  original  fepulchre^  it  was  not  diffi- 
cult for  me  to  afcertain  that  the  model  was  deflitutc  of  all  refem- 
blance. 

Having  dined  at  Schombnzn,  I  made  an  excurflon  to  Dombach^ 
a  very  agreeable  and  rural  feat,  which  had  been  the  rcfidence  of  the 
Ute  Field-marlhal  Lacy.  It  was  open  to  the  public,  as  is  indeed  the 
cafe  with  all  the  imperial  buildings.  This  indulgence  renders  an 
abode  at  Vienna  very  agreeable. 

On  the  28th  I  vifited  the  arfcnal,  in  the  armoury  of  which  the 
fmall  arms,  in  very  confiderable  numbers,  are  prettily  and  fancifully 
arranged.  I  went  afterwards  to  view  the  very  extenfive  colledion 
of  fine  pidures,  upwards  of  thirteen,  hundred,  many  of  them  the 
produftions  of  the  moft  celebrated  matters,  at  Bclvidcre ;  but  was 
prevented,  by  want  of  time,  from  infpc^ting  them  with  a  due  atten* 
tion.  Having  made  an  arrangement  with  Colonel  HoUoway  and 
Major  Hope  to  quit  Vienna  on  the  following  morning,  I  took  up  my 
refidence  at  their  inn,  to  be  prepared  for  an  early  departure. 

The  ihort  {lay  which  I  made  at  Vienna  prevents  me  from  attempt- 
ing a  more  circumttantial  account  of  this  city  and  the  env^rons» 
which  are  well  worthy  the  notice  of  travellers.  The  inhabitants  arc 
extremely  hoipi table ;  and  the  neceilary  articles  of  life  are  at  mode* 
rate  prices. 
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CHAPTER  XXII. 


JOURNEY    THROUGH    GERMANY — LlNTZ — GLANDULAR    SWELLINGS — DRES8 

OF     THE     WOMEN      IN      BAVARIA HOUSES RATISBON — PRANCONIA 

DRESS  OP  THE  FEMALE  PEASANTS WURTZBURG THE  PALACE CITA- 
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J>EL     AND     BRIDGE ESSELBACH — ESCHAFPENBERG D^TTINGEN HA- 

NAU FRANKFORT KOBNIGSTRIN SELTZER     WATER LIMBOURG  
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.   DOWZ DUSSELDORP SEAT  OP  THE  PRINCE  PALATINE DRESS  OF  THE 

PEASANTS — DUYSBOURG — WE8EL— ARNHEIM — ROADS    IN      HOLLAND 

PACE  OF  THE  COUNTRY  AND  CULTIVATION UTRECHT ROTTERDAM 

HELVOETSLUYS — ARRIVAL  IN  ENGLAND. 

/^N  the  29th  of  June  we  quitted  Vienna  at  half  paft  five  in  the 
morning,  and  at  eight  o'clock  arrived  at  Burkerfdof,  whence, 
without  lofs  of  time,  we  proceeded  to  the  fe.cond  ftagc,  Sichartfkir- 
chen,  which  we  reached  at  half  paft  ten  o'clock.  Our  route  was  over 
a  very  delightful  country,  abounding  in  woods,  floping  hills,  and  well 
cultivated  vallies  planted  with  corn.    Our  next  ftages  condufted  us  to 

•  •  • 

Perfchling,  Sl  Polten,  and  Molk,  ,at  the  latter  of  which  places 
there  is  a  fine  benediAine  convent,  moft  opulently  endowed.  Wc 
arrived  there  about  fix  in  the  evening,  and  halted  for  the  night. 
During  this  day's  journey  we  made  a  progrefs  of  about  fifty-fix 
piiles. 

We  left  Molk  at  five  in  the  morning  of  the  30th,  and  at  half  paft 
leven  arrived  at  Kemmeback,  by  good  roads,  which  led  over  a  very 
fine  and  fertile  country.     We  proceeded  thence,  by  dired  ftages,  to 
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Amftatten^  Stringberg,  Ens,  and  finally  to  Lintz,  a  fmall,  but  hand- 
fbmc  and  well-built  town,  which  we  reached  at  fix  in  the  evening, 
and  halted  for  the  night.  I  noticed  that  in  this  part  of  the  country 
glandular  tumours  in  the  throat  were  very  common  among  the  wo* 
men. 

On  the  1  ft  of  July  we  performed  four  ftagcs,  in  the  courfc  of 
which  nothing  particular  occurred.  We  quitted  Lintz  in  the 
morning,  at  the  ufual  early  hour,  and  having  fucceffively  flopped  at 
the  pofts  of  Eftcrding,  Bcyerbach,  and  Sigarding,  arrived  at  Schard* 
ing  at  three  in  the  afternoon,  halting  there  for  the  night.  We 
were  now  about  to  quit  the  Auftrian  territory,  and  to  enter  on  that 
of  Bavaria. 

We  fet  out  from  Scharding,  on  the  2d,  at  half  paft  five  in  the 
morning,  and  arrived  at  Vilftioven,  in  the  Bavarian  tcrritor}%  at 
eleven  o'clock.  In  this  part  of  the  country  the  drefs  of  the  females, 
which  confifts  of  a  fable  garment,  and  a  very  large  round  black  hat, 
appeared  to  us  very  fingular.  We  arrived  at  Plathing  at  an  early 
hour  in  the  afternoon,  when  we  defifted,  for  that  day,  froip  the  fur- 
ther profecution  of  our  journey. 

Nothing  can  exceed  in  richnels  and  luxuriance  the  Auftrian  ter- 
ritory through  which  we  paffed  after  our  quitting  Vienna :  not  an 
acre  of  uncultivated  land  was  to  be  fecn.  In  Bavaria  the  foil  is  not 
fo  good,  nor  are  the  dwellings  of  the  inhabitants  equally  rcfpeftable. 
They  are  conftrucfted  of  wood,  with  fmall  cabin  windows.  The 
Bavarians  are  a  healthy,  robuft,  and  well  looking  people. 

At  five  in  the  morning  of  the  3d  we  left  Plathing,  and  in  purfuing 
%ur  route  to  Ratilbon,  where  we  arrived  at  half  paft  twelve  o'clock, 
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pafled  through  the  ftages  of  Straubifigi  aod  Pfavtfr.  Ratiibon,  the 
capital  of  Bavaria,  is  a  fortified  town  fituated  on  the  bank  of  the 
Danube.  The  furrounding  country  is  level,  and  produces  much 
corn,  together  with  an  inconiiderable  quantity  of  hops.  The  roads 
in  general,  on  the  Bavarian  territory,  are  excellent.  On  our 
reaching  Ratifbori  we  waited  on  Mr.  Oakley,  the  Briti(h  ininifter» 
who  was  abfent  at  the  moment,  but  who  called  on  us  in  the 
evening  at  our  inn. 

.  On  our  departure  from  Ratifbon,  early  in  the  morning  of  the  4th, 
we  croiTed  and  quitted  the  Danube.  It  was  near  eight  o'clock 
before  we  reached  Schambac,  by  a  heavy  and  uneven  road ;  and  were 
detained  there  until  half  pad  ten  by  the  crazy  condition  of  our  car- 
riages, which  required  fome  time  to  repair.  The  roads  were  ilill 
rough  and  bad,  which  prevented  us  from  reaching  the  next  ftage, 
Tiffwan,  until  noon.  The  face  of  the  country,  however,  began  to 
improve^  Our  fubfequent  ftages  were  Tenning  and  Pofbour,  the 
latter  of  which  we  reached  in  the  afternoon. 

Our  ftage  from  Pofbour  to  Feucht,  on  the  morning  of  the  5th, 
was  over  a  heavy  and  fandy  road  which  pailed  through  extenfive 
woods  of  firs  and  pines.  We  had  now  entered  Franconia,  where 
the  drefs  of  the  female  pcafants  differs  eflentialiy  from  that  of  the 
Bavarian  women  of  the  fame  clafs.  The  petticoat  is  worn  of  4 
greater  length  ;  and  indead  of  the  large  and  clumiy  black  felt  hat, 
they  wear  a  light  one  of  flraw,  which,  combined  with  the  other 
parts  of  their  drefs,  gives  them  a  neat  and  agreeable  appearance. 
The  houfcs  of  the  pcafants  are  built  of  ftonc,  with  high  well-tiled 
roofs,  and  with  their  gable  ends  towards  the  ftrect.     At  half  paft  fi5l 
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o'clock  tvc  left  Fcucht  for  Nuremberg,  a  large  and  well-built  for- 
tified town.  In  performing  the  next  ftage  wc  pafled  through  Firtz, 
diftant  five  miles  from  the  latter  place,  a  fmall  but  neat  town,  very 
pleafingly  fituated  in  a  flat  and  fertile  corn  country.  From  Forn* 
back,  our  next  ftage,  we  proceeded  to  Emikirken,  and  thence  to 
Langerfeld  and  Poilenheim,  the  latter  bringing  us  to  our  evening's 
halt. 

The  firft  ftage  from  Poflcnheim  to  Kitzing,  we  performed  on  the 
morning  of  the  0th.  The  country  is  rich,  and  abounds  in  corn  fields 
and  vineyards.  The  road  to  Wurtzburg  paifes  through  a  fine  open 
country,  the  gently  iloping  hills  being  laid  out  in  vineyards  and 
fields  of  corn.  Wurtzburg  is  a  fortified  town,  very  pleafingly  fituated 
in  a  rich  valley.  It  is  the  feat  of  an  univerfity ;  and,  in  addition  to 
its  very  handfome  cathedral,  contains  (cveral  fine  churches.  The 
palace  of  the  Prince  of  Wurtzburg  is  a  very  fuperb  building.  In 
this  place,  which  contains  about  ten  thoufand  inhabitants,  there  are 
many  handfome  edifices  belonging  to  the  more  opulent  individuals. 
The  citadel  is  on  theoppofite  fide  of  the  river,  which  wc  croffed  by 
a  fine  bridge,  and  arrived  at  Rofbrun  by  excellent  roads  and 
through  a  charming  country,  which  has  a  great  refemblance  to 
Poland.  From  Roft)run  we  proceeded  to  EiTelbach,  over  good  roads 
which  led  through  a  hilly  country.  We  arrived  there  at  half  paft 
three  in  the  afternoon,  and  as  we  could  not  obtain  hories  to  take  us 
forward,  were  obliged  to  remain  the|?e  ibr  the  night. 

We  quitted  Efifclbach  on  the  7th,  at  five  in  the  morning,  and 

proceeded  to  Rohrburn  and  EiTchafFenburg,  a  tireibme  journey  over 

.  rough   and    bad   roads,   in  a  hilly  territory,  planted  with  woods  of 

*3  R 


•490  TRAVELS  IN  ASIATIC  TURKEY, 

•  beech,  through  which  our  road  led.     Being  obliged  to  wait  for 
.  horfes  at  the  latter  of  thefe  places,  we  dined  at  the  Three  Crowns 

Inn,  where  we  paid  a  moft  extravagant  charge.  We  arrived  at  Det- 
tingen  at  two  in  the  afternoon;  and  at  half  paft  four  reached  Hanau, 
an  agreeable,  neat,  and  well-built  town,  which  contains  a  cathe- 
dral church,  an4  fcveral  handfome  public  edifices.'  It  belongs  to 
the  principality  of  Heflc,  and  is  regularly  fortified.  The  foil  in 
the  vicinity  of  this  place  is  fandy,  and  produces  fine  crdps\of  corn, 

,  potatoes,  and   other  vegetables.     The  roads  ^  leading   to„  and  from 
the  town  are  delightful,  having  on  each  lide  rows  of.  trees  regularly 

.  planted.     Thefe  avenues  are  very  long,  and  afford  a  charming  prof- 
pedl,  as  well  as  an  agreeable  fhade. 

On  quitting  Hanau  to  proceed  to  Frankfort,  we  paiTed  near  the 
palace  ^of  the  Prince  of  Heffe,  very  agreeably  fituated  to  the  left  of 
the  town.     The  road  to  the  latter  place  is  kept  in  excellent  order, 

•  and  paffcs  through  a  level  country,  well  cultivated,  and  the  foil  of 
which  is  very  rich.  On  our  arrival,  at  feven  in  the  evening,  we  took 
tip  our  abode  at  the  White .  Hart,  a  good  and  commodious  inn. 
Frankfort  is  feated  upon  the  river  Main,  and  is  a  fortified  town, 
containing  about  forty  thoufand  Inhabitants.  The  ftreets  are  well 
paved  and  clean,  and  the  buildings  handfome.  The  garrifoa  con- 
fifts  of  about  three  hundred  Hcffians.  Frankfort  has  long  been  dif- 
tinguifhed  by  its-very  extenfive  commerce,  as  well  as  by  the  fairs 
which  are  reforted  to  by  merchants  and  dealers  of  every  nation  in 
Europe.  The  inhabitants  of  this  place  and  of  Hanau  have  a  great 
refemblance,  in  their  drefs  and  general  appearance,  to  the  Englifh. 

We  were  bufied  on  the  8th,  in  making  our  arrangements,  and  in. 
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putting  our  carriages  into  a  ftatc  of  mpa'n-,  to  fct  out  for  Cologn  ou 
the  following  morning.  '  We  had  hefitated  whether  we  ihould  pro- 
ceed thither  by  land  or  water :  the  former  mode  was,  however,  con- 
(idered  as  the  moil:  eligible.  , 

On  the  Qth,  at  five  in  the  morning,  we  quitted  Frankfort,  ^nd 
arrived  at  Koenigftein  at  eight  o'clock.     The  firft  part  of  the  road 
is  fandy;  but  on  approaching  the  above  place  it  becomes  hard  and 
rocky.     Adjacent  to  the  town  we  faw,  on  an  elevated  and  rocky 
ground,  the  retnains  of  a  fortrcfi,  which  about  five  years  before  had 
been  befieged  and  taken  l^  the   French,  who  had  blown   up  the 
caftlc  and  works,  and  dcftroyed  the  greater  part  of  the  houfes  of  the 
place,  which  belongs  to  the  principality  of  Mentz.     At  noon  we 
arrived  at  Wurges,  a  poor  village  in  the  province  of  Weftphalia,  after 
a  journey  over  rough  and  heavy  roads,  interfering  a  hilly  and  woody 
country,  abounding  in  oaks,  pines,  firs,  and  beeches.     Having  quitted 
Wurges,  we  pafl!ed,  at  the  end  of  an  hour  and  a  half,  the  celebrated 
Ipring  which  fupplies  the  Seltzer  water,  fo  denominated  from  the 
adjacency  of  this  /pring  to  the  place  which  bears  that  name.     We 
flopped  at  a  neighbouring  village,  and  drank  a  bottle  of*  the   water, 
mixed  with  rhenifti  wine.     It  did  not  appeat  to  me  to  be  fo  agree- 
able to  the  palate  as  the  artificial  water  made  in  imitation  of  it   by 
a  philofophical  procefs.   ,  It  is  fold  in  long  ftone  bottles,  containing 
from  three  pints  to  two  quarts,  one  of  which  coft  fix  kriitzcrs;  but 
the  water,  without  the  bottles,  bears  half  that  price  only.     We  were 
informed  that  this  ipring  is  at  prcfcnt  the  property  of  the  Prince  of 
Orange,  who,  we  vi^ere  alfp  told,  had  paid  it  a  vifit  on  the  day  pre- 
ceding our  arrival.     At  that  time  it  was  let  to  a  private  individual 
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for  a  yean  I  (hould  have  mentioned  that  a  building  is  ertifted  over 
it,  and  that  it  is  conftantly  guarded  by  a  centineL  The  peafants  and 
laborious  clafles  in  the  neighbourhood  drink  the  water,  as  a  cooling 
and  refrefhing  beverage,  in  lieu  of  beer  or  wine.  In  other  cafes  it  is 
blended  with  the  latter  of  thefe  liquors  as  a  common  drink.  The 
women  of  Seltzer  carry  it  on .  their  heads  in  bottles  for  fale.  The 
foil  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  ipring  is  a  reddiih  earth,  mixed  with 

flate. 

At  three  in  the  afternoon  we  arrived  at  Limbourg,  where  we  halted 
for  the  night.  Notwithftanding  this  is  one  of  the  principal  towns  of 
Weftphalia,  the  houfes  are  very  indifferent,  and  the  ftreets  very 
narrow.  It  is  iituated  in  a  flat  country,  and  adjacent  to  it  there  is  an 
cxteniive  manufadory  of  potters'  ware,  in  which  the  bottles  contain- 
ing the  Seltzer  water  are  made. 

.  We  quitted  Limbourg  on  the  loth,  at  half  paft  five  in  the  morn- 
ing; and  at  eight  o'clock  arrived  at  Gubroth.  In  performing  this 
ftage  we  paiTed  through  a  fine  com  country,  embellifhed  by  wood- 
lands and  lawns.  Our  next  ftage  brought  us  to  Frelingen  by  a  very 
rough  and  bad  road  leading  through  a  hilly  and  rocky  country 
abounding  in  woods.  At  this  place  the  habitations  are  wretched 
cabins,  built  of  laths  and  mud,  and  quartered.  The  buildings  in 
general,  in  this  part  of  the  country,  are  much  inferior  thofe  we 
had  met  with  in  Auftria,  and  even  in  Franconia  and  Bavaria*  There 
is  at  the  fame  time  a  greater  proportion  of  uncultivated  lands.  The 
woods  confift,  for  the  greater  part,  of  oaks  and  beeches.  Rye  ts  the 
defcription  of  grain  more  particularly  cultivated ;  and  of  this  bread 
is  made  for  common  u(e.     It  is  very  black,  and  has  an  unpleafant 
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tafle  to  thofc  who  are  not  accuftonied  to  its  ufe,  but  is  held  in  great 
cftcem  by  the  inhabitants,  who  give  it  to  their  horfes  on  the  road, 
when  they  ftop  to  bait  and  water.  At  half  paft  one  o'clock  wc  ar- 
rived at  Walmerode  by  an  old  negledled  chauffee,  fo  uneven  and 
rocky  as  to  render  our  travelling  very  harailing  and  painful.  We 
pafTcd  through  a  woody  country  abounding  in  com.  Our  laft  ftage 
this  day  was  to  Weyerfbach,  where  we  arrived  at  half  paft  four  in 
the  afternoon,  after  having  pafled  over  a  bad  road  iimilar  to  that  of 
the  preceding  ftage.  Our  carriages  had  fuftered  fo  much  by  the  dc* 
plorable  condition  of  the  roads  we  had  latterly  met  with,  that  at 
this  place  it  became  abfolutely  neceffary  to  repair  them. 

We  left  Weyerflbach  on  the  1 1  th  at  a  very  early  hour,  and  arrived 
fucccffively  at  Echerot  and  Seigbourg,  the  latter  of  which  places  wc 
reached  at  ten  o'clock.  The  roads  were  ftill  rough  and  uneven,  but 
in  fbme  degree  improved.  The  intermediate  country  is  hilly,  and 
abounds  in  woods  and  commons,  with  large  tradb  of  land  cultivated 
in  corn.  In  the  vicinity  of  Seigbourg,  the  land  flattens :  clofe  to 
the  town  there  is,  however,  a  rugged  hill,  having  on  its  fummit  an 
extenfive  monaftcry.  The  town,  which  is  of  inconfiderable  extent, 
is  furrounded  by  a  wall,  and  is  very  indifferently  built.  Wc  quitted 
it  at  half  paft  ten  in  the  morning,  and  at  three  in  the  afternoon  ar« 
rived  at  Douz,  by  a  tolerably  good  road,  which  led  over  a  level  coun- 
try, having  a  loofe  and  fandy  foil.     We  halted  there  for  the  night. 

It  having  been  recommended  to  us  to  take  the  route  to  Rotter- 
dam, by  Duffeldorf,  in  preference  to  that  of  Calais  by  Cologn,  v^ 
left  Douz  on  the  12th  at  fix  in  the  morning.  The  latter  is  a  fmall 
town,  containing  a  few  neat  buildings,  fituated  on  the  right  bank  of 
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the  Rhipe,  immediately  oppofitc  to  Cologn,  which  appeared,  from 
the  diftant  view  we  had  of  it,  to  be  a  very  fine  and  extend ve  place. 
At  nine  o'clock  we  arrived  at  Langenfield,  fituated  in  an  agreeable 
and  open  level  country,  which  fupplies  ample  harvefts  of  fine  clover, 
oats,  and  buck  wheat.     We  fet  out  from  this  place,  after  a  fhortftay, 
and  arrived  at  Dufl!eldorf  at  noon.     On  our  route  thither  we  flopped 
at  the  (eat  of  the  Prince  Palatine,  called  Bendrad,  a  very  beautiful 
fpot.     The  country  through  which' we  pafiTed  has  an  open  furfacc, 
and  is  well  cultivated,  principally  in  corn  lands.     The  town  of  Duf- 
feldorf,  fituated  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Rhine,    contains  a  few 
good  buildings,  and  was  formerly  a  fortified  place.     The  greater  part 
of  the  houfes  are  conftrudled  of  red  bricks,  and  tiled  over.     During 
our  ftay  at  this  pliace  we   met  with    General   Harold,   by   birth  an 
Iriiliman,  who  had  been  forty  years  in  the  fcrvice  of  Auftria.     He 
informed  us  that  during  the  late  war,  when  the  French  bcfieged  and 
took  the  place,  they  dcftroyed  both  the  palace  and  the  works.     We 
faw  the  remains  of  the  latter,  in  the  ruinous  condition  in  which  they 
were  left.     We  proceeded  from  Dufleldorf   to  Duyfbourg.     The 
dreis  of  the  peafants,  who  wear  a  blue  frock,  has  a  great  refemblance 
to  thatof  the  Englifh  peafants.     The  breed  of  cows,  fpotted  black 
and  white,  is  large  and  beautiful.    We  faw  but  few  Ihecp,  of  afmall 
breed,  but  prettily  fhaped. 

At  this  place  the  lugge^e  is  examined  to  prevent  the  pafiTage  of 
any  thing  contraband ;  but  we  extricated  ourfclves  from  the  incon- 
venience that  would  have  attended  a  fearch,  by  a  prefent  of  a  few 
florins.  The  town  contains  a  few  good  Ijuildings,  and  is  furrounded 
by  a  level,  enclofed  country. 
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Wc  left  Duylbourg  at'fivc  in  the  morning  of  the  13th,  and  at  th& 
dlftance  of  about  two  miles  croffcd  the  river  Ruhr,  which  empties 
itfelf  into  the  Rhine.  The  roads  were  extremely  heavy  and  fandy, 
infbmuch  that  we  did  not  reach  Wezel  until  ten  o'clock.  Notwith- 
Handidg  this  part  of  the  country  is  enclofed,  we  met  with  much  un- 
cultivated  land  in  the  courfe. of  this  ftage.  Wezel  is  a  fmall  but 
neat  frontier  town.  The  ftreets  are  well  paved,  and  have  on  each  fide 
a  row  of  fine  trees.  We  were  detained  there  three  hours  by  a  want 
of  horfes ;  and  after  having  paffed  over  a  very  heavy .  and  fandy 
road,  arrived  at  Reis  at  half  paft  four  in  the  afternoon.  In  this  part 
the  country  is  encloicd,  and  is  highly  produAive  in  corn*  The  gar- 
dens belonging  to  the  inhabitants  are  prettily  laid  out,  and  are  kept 
in  the  niceft  order.  The  houfes  are  fmall,  but  neatly  fitted,  and  are 
conftruiSed  of  red  bricks,  and  tiled,  with  the  gable  ends  towards  the 

ftrcet. 

We  were  detained  on  the  1-1  th,  by  the  want  of  horfes,  until  nine 
o'clock,  when  we  proceeded  on  our  journey.  At  the  middle  of  the 
ftage  the  poftillions  halted  to  bait  the  horfes,  which  was,  according  to 
the  cuftom  of  the  country,  done  by  giving  them  dices  of  rye-bread, 
of  which  they  arc  remarkably  fond,  and  afterwards  a  drink  of  water. 
At  half  paft  eleven  wc  paflcd  near  the  fmall  town  of  Emerick,  and 
an  hour  after  were  immediately  oppofite  to  Cleves  on  the  other  bank 
of  the  river.  The  road  is  good  ;  and  the  country  through  which 
it  paiTes  enclofed.  The  foil,  which  is  of  a  loofe,  fandy  texture, 
fupplics  abundant  crops  of  barley  and  oats.  At  one  o'clock  we 
reached  Eltam,  a  fmall  but  neat  town,  at  which  we  ftopped  to  take 
rcfrefliments.     Wc  paflcd  afterwards  through  a  fmall  town  called 
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Seven ;  and  at  half  paft  five  in  the  afternoon  crofled  a  bridge  of 
boats  thrown  over  the  Iflel.  We  were  now  within  the  Hitaits  of  the 
Dutch  territory  ;  and  In  the  fpace  of  half  an  hour  arrived  at  Arn- 
heim,  where  we  took  up  our  quarters  for  the  night.  In  the  courfc  of 
this  day *s  journey  the  roads  were  in  general  good^  but  in  ibmc  places 
rather  heavy.  The  country  through  which  we  pafled  is  level,  en- 
clofed,  and  produces  abundance  of  corn.  The  entrance  to  Arnheini 
is  very  agreeable ;  and  the  works  kept  in  good  repair.  The  town  is 
remarkably  neat,  and  the  ftreets  paved*  rounded,  and  kept  very  clean. 
The  houfes,  which  are  built  of  brick  and  tiled  over,  have  a  very  neat 
and  compact  appearance. 

The  town  of  Arnheim  ispleafantly  fituatedon  the  right  bank  of  the 
Rhine,  near  to  which  there  are  feveral  fine  floping  hills,  to  the  right 
of  the  town,  covered  with  beautiful  woods  and  groves.  With  the 
exception  of  thefe  hills  the  furrounding  country  is  flat,  and  divided 
into  fmall  enclosures.  The  breed  of  large  and  fine  horfes,  commonly 
called  the  Flanders  breed,  is  employed  here,  as  it  is  in  many  parts  o( 
Germany,  for  the  team  and  the  plough.  The  dairies  produce  ex- 
cellent butter  and  cheefe.  The  milk-women  carry  the  milk  on 
their  (houlders  in  large  brafs  veflels,  which  are  kept  remarkably  clean 
and  bright. 

On  the  15th  in  the  morning  we  quitted  Arnheim  at  half  pail  five 
o*clock,  and  were  much  gratified  on  our  way  by  the  extreme  neat- 
ncfs  of  the  cultivated  grounds,  which  furniflied  a  ftrong  evidence  of 
the  ability  and  induftry  of  the  agriculturifts.  The  neat  and  com- 
pad  appearance  of  the  Dutch  houfes  and  gardens,  together  with  the 
plain  decent  drcfs  of  the  inhabitants,  furpaffed,  with  rciped  to  clean- 
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Isnefs  and  propriety^  all  that  we  hi»l  before  £ten  on  our  rmitc.  The 
roads  in  Holland^  leading  along  the  dams,  or  cauiewaysi  are  exceWetit. 
Nothtng  can  be  urged  againft  them,  unleis  it  be  their  narroivneis> 
whidi  requires  ibme  caution  and  drcuni(peAtonj  as  well  as  an  est* 
trcme  ibbrietj,  on  the  part  of  the  drivers^  This  is  a  fine  country 
for  com  and  gvaiZa ;  and  here  the  willows  grow  in  abundance,  with 
an  extraordinary  luxoriaiice.  Atr  the  ^kmc  tit»e  that  wood$  are  nt> 
where  to  be  met  with,  tbae  is  not  any  defioieney  of  tii&ber ;  axhi 
accordingly  we  met  on  our  route  with  a  coiifiderable  iramber  of  a(hes, 
poplars,  eims^  and  afpens>  together  with  a  few  oaks.  To  tbi^  lift 
may  be  added  an  abundance  of  apple  dod  wshmit  tfete. 

Fnnts  of  evary  defcriptbn  known  in  Eufope^  lirc/  eet  well  as  the 
different  vegetable  produ^ons,  in  equal  plenty ;  and  it  may  be  (aid 
with  truth,  that  few  countries  are  better  fuppUed  with  the  more  £f- 
iential  articles  o£  B&.thaa  Holhmd.  In  t&tt^  village  gardens,  and 
grounds:  adjcwiang  ta  the  dwdlings>  the  tobacco  plsiftt  is  cultivated 
with  great  flicccf&# 

We  halted  at  half  paft  feveit  o'^ctodh  ta  enable  the  horfes  to  bait : 
they  were  fed  widi  bread  in  the  fame  way  as  before  noticed.  Having 
proieeuted  our  journey,  we  airrived  at  a  fmalt  hou^fe,  diredly  oppo^ 
fite  t9  Rheneuf,  an  mconiiderable  towiv  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
Rhincr  fsffounded,  however,  with  fine  vineyards.  At  this  pkee  we 
bad  to  crois  the  river  in  a  flat  boat^  or  ferry,  kept  exprefsly  there>  to 
dsmvey  pa^ngers,  and  their  carriages  and  luggage,  to  the  other  fide. 
Having  quitted,  by  this  conveyance,  the  kfi!  bank,  and  again  fet 
forward  on  our  route,  we  ibon  after  pai9fed  near  the  little  but  neat 
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town  of  Amcroh,  cmbellifticd  by  avenues  of  fine  elms  and  oaks,  and 
furrounded  by  groves  and  agreeable  walksl  No  country  could  be 
more  pleafing  than  that. through  which  we  were  now  pailing  ;  and 
in  (plte  of  the  emotions  we  felt  on  a  recollection  of  the  charming  ro- 
mantle  fcenery,  and  pi6lureique  views  of  Auflria^  fttU  we  could  not 
help  regarding  Holland  as  the  land  of  real  comfort  and  delight  to 
the  traveller.  At  half  paft  one  wt  arrived  at  Vag  Douiled>  a 
fmall  town^  ivhich  we  merely  ikirted  in  paifing,  JEUid  took  fome  re- 
frefhment  in  the  fuburb^  while  the  horfes  were  baiting.  At  half  paft 
five  in  the  afternoon  we.  arrived  at  Utrecht,  where  we  repoied  after 
our  fatigues.  The  fpring  of  tine  of  our  carriages  having  been 
broken^  it  was  neceiTary  to  put  it  in  a  igbod  conditibn  for  the 
fpllowing  day. 

.Utrecht  is  a  large  and  handfbme  town,  containing  many  good 
buildings,  the  fludied  ^nd  uniform  neatneis  of  which  muft  attradl  the 
admiration  of  every  paflbnger.  In  the  centre  of  each  of  the  ftreets 
a  canal  runs,  on  which  veiTets  and  boats  are  conftantly  navigating, 
for  traffic  and  pleafure.  On  each  fide  of  thefe  canals  a  row  of  fine 
trees,  nicely  trimmed,  is  planted ;  and  over  them  bridges  are  thrown 
^A  convenient  diftances,  to  condu<B:  the  paiTengers  from  the  one  fide 
of  the  ftreet  to  the  other.  This  arrangement  baa  a  .very  agreeable 
cffcA,  to  which  the  cleanlinefs  of  thef  fireets^  carefully  paved  on  each 
iide,  contributes  not  a  little.  We  were  lodged  at  the  hotel  called 
the  new  caflle  on  the  Gaufenmarkt.  The  landlord  of  this  hotel  ipeaks 
Engliih ;  and  did  not^  as  we  had  ibme  reafon  to  apprehend^  make  us 
pay  for  t)}e  trouble  he  had  taken  to  acquire  this  knowledge  of  a  fo* 
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feign  tongue*    Hb  diarges  were  moderate;  and  he  treated. us  befides 
with  great  civility. 

On  the  1 6th,  at  half  paft  five  in  the  morningi  we  quitted  Utrecht, 
the  works  of  which  attracted  our  notice  on  pailing  without  the  gates. 
They  were  in  the  niceft  order;  as  were  alio  the  roads,  which  led 
through  avenues  of  fine  chefnuts  and  elms,  affording  cool  and  fhady 
walks  in  the  warm  fettfbn.  Boats  filled  with  pafiengers  and  mer? 
f:haAdizes  are  drawn  by  horfes  ftadoned  on  the  banks  of  the  canals, 
and  are  thus  conveyed  to  and  from  the  town.  In  this  way  the  in- 
habitants are  enabled  to  travel  at  a  cheap  and  eaiy  rate,  and  to  reach 
the  other  canals,  by  which  the  Batavian  territory  is  every  where  in- 
terfered. Our  road  pafifed  along  the  bank  of  one  of  thefe  canals,  at 
the  fide  of  which  we  noticed  feveral  neat  and  pretty  villas,  belong- 
ing to  the  inhabitants  of  Utrecht,  with  gardens  laid  out  in  the  niceil 
tafle  and  order.  .The  fmalleft  and  poorefl  cottage  which  we  met 
with  on  our  route,  displayed  an  air  of  cheerfulne/s  and  neatnefs 
which  announced  the  comparatively  eaiy  and  comfortable  condition 
of  the  humble  inmates  to  whom  it  furniihed  an  aiylum«  In  this 
part  of  Holland  the  lands  for  the  greater  part  are  laid  out  in  pafturage^ 
There  is,  however,  a  partial  produce  of  wheat,  barley,  and  oats,  tor 
gether  with  pcasi  vetches,  clover,  and  hay.  The  harvcfts  of  hay  and 
barley  were  at  this  time  juft  commenced;  but  the  ripening  of  the 
wheat  and  oats  ftill  appeared  to  require  two.  or  three  weeks. 
•  We  halted  on  our  way  to  bait  the  horfes ;  and  between  eight  an^ 
nine  o'clock  paffed  through  a  fmall  town  called  Ah  wahter,  the  works! 
and  buddings  of  which  were  in  the  fame  admirable  order  with  thofo 
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we  had  hitherto  ieen  in  our  route  through  a  confideiable  parf  of 
Hplland.  Every  thing,  in  ihort,  announced  the  profperity  of  the 
inhabitants ;  a|id  in  ^veiy  dwelling  cheerfuhie&  and  tranquiiiity  ap- 
peared to  refide.  Hitherto  the  roads^  ^n  thi»  day's  journey,  were 
excellent,  and  planted  with  fine  avenues  of  ttee^.  At  ntne  o'clock 
we  arrived  at  Aftracht,  a  fmall  village,  where  we  baited  otir  hories. 
Every  part  of  the  country  being  interfeded  by  dykes,  or  canals,  it 
was  curious  to  obferve,  that  almoft  every  houie  fituated  without 
the  towns  or  villages,  being  fiirrounded  and  encloied  by  water,  was 
provided  with  a  bridge  placed  before  the  entrance.  Near  the  great 
towns  draw^bridges  are  employed  for  this  purpoie.  At  ten  o*clock 
we  pa£cd  through  Terchoh,  a  fmall  and  ne^t  town,  ftanding  in  a 
delightful  iituation.  The  fronts  of  the  houfes,  which  are  well  built, 
and  in  nice  order,  are  fhaded  with  trees ;  and  in  the  middle  of  the 
ffareets  there  are  canals,  with  bridges  thrown  over  them,  iimllar  to 
thofe  I  have  already  deicribed.  On  leaving  this  place  we  entered  on 
an  excellent  road,  paved  with  Dutch  clinkers,  and  havisig  at  eadi 
fide  a  row  of  beautiful  elms*  This  road,  we  were  told  by  our  pof« 
tilUons,  would  condud  us  to  Rotterdam,  a  dii!bnce  of  ten  milesi 
without  any  variation  in  its  embelliihments,  and  in  the  fiime  perfed 
ilate  of  repair.  At  half  pail  ten  a  clock  we  pafied  through  a  fmall 
town,  confifting  of  one  principal  ibreet  only ;  but  which,  for  the 
neatneis  and  cleanlinefs  both  of  the  dwellings  and  inhabitants,  cx-t 
ceeded  all  that  we  had  fcen  before*  At  eleven  o'clock  we  halted  to 
bait  our  horfes,  and  take  rcfreihmeitts ;  and  again  &t  forward  at 
iiooik     In  approaching  Botterdam^^  the  paAure^groiinda  are  excel* 
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leiit^  and  are  filled  ifirlth  cattle  of  the  FlemUh  breed,  fuch  sa  I  have 
already  noticed.  We  entered  the  fuburbs,  and  were  furpnfed  at  the 
neatnefi,  and  even  elegance^  of  the  buildingSt  each  of  which  has  a 
draw*bridge  in  its  front.  The  gardens  are  laid  out  with  great  tafte, 
and  prettily  embellilhed.  We  reached  Rotterdam  at  one  o'clock, 
and  took  up  our  abode  for  the  remainder  of  the  day,  and  for  the 
night>  at  the  hotel  called  the  Boor's  Head,  a  good  hou^e,  where 
Engliih  is  ipoken.  Rotterdam  is  a  charming  town,  which  con«» 
tains  about  (ixty  thoufand  inhabitants,  who|  in  common  with  thofe 
of  all  the  Dutch  towns,  are  feniible  of  the  error  into  which  they 
fell;  when  they  Solicited  and  favoured  an  alliance  with  the  French. 
They  will,  indeed,  have  long  to  regret  their  dearly  bought  expe- 


rience. 


With  the  exception  of  a  ihort  route  to  the  fea-fide,  I  had  now 
completed  my  tour  through  Holland,  with  which  I  could  not  be 
otherwise  than  highly  gratified.  It  is  beyond  a  controveriy,  that 
the  Dutch  towns  and  dwellings  arefuperior,  in  the  efiential  qualities 
of  neatneis  and  cleanlinefs,  to  thofe  of  any  other  country ;  and  of 
the  juftneis  of  this  remark,  which  has  been  fo  often  made,  we  had 
the  fuUeft  evidence  at  every  place  through  which  we  pafiTed.  The 
drefs  of  the  inhabitants  of  a  fuperior  clafs,  and  of  the  tradeijpeople, 
refembles,  by  its  unadorned  fimplicity,  that  of  the  Englifh  quakers. 
To  conclude : — Since  my  departure  from  Great  Britain,  I  had  not 
fccn  any  country  in  which  I  could  have  refided  fo  cheerfully,  and 
with  fo  much  pleafure,  as  in  Holland.  I  am  fenfible,  tliat  in  hazard- 
ing this  opinion  I  am  not  in  UnA  accordance  with  the  definition 
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which  a  great  authority.  Sir  William  Temple,  has  givetf  of  that 
country.* 

On  the  1 7th,  at  feven  in  the  morning,  we  embarked  in  a  Dutch 
paflagc-boat  for  HelvoetQuys ;  but  as  it  blew  a  frefli  gale  froR\  the 
weftward,  with  fhowery  and  uncertain,  weather,  we  were  not  able 
to  reach  our  deftination,  within  fix  miles  of  which  we  wck  landed 
at  ten  o'clock.  Having  procured  carriages,  we  arrived  at  Helvoet^- 
iluys  at  noon.  The  country  through  which  we  pafled  is  flat,  and 
every  where  interfe<£led  with  dykes.  It  is  cultivated  in  com,  flaZ| 
clover,  &c. 

On  our  arrival,  we  found  the  Diana,  an  Englifh  packet.  Captain 
Stewart,  ready  to  fail,  but  waiting  for  a  favourable  wind.  Under 
thefe  circumftances  we  took  up  our  refidence  at  the  E^gliih  hotel, 
where  we  were  detained  for  the  two  following  days. 

Helvoetiluys  is  a  poor,  but  fortified  town.  An  extenfive  bafin, 
or  dock,  was,  at  the  time  of  our  arrival^  under  repair ;  and  in  th? 
harbour  were  lying  two  fine  (hips  of  w^ar  recently  built. 

On  the  20th,  the  weather  being  more  moderate  than  it  had  been 
for  fome  time  paft,  we  were  called  early  in  the  morning,  and  having 
embarked,  failed  at  feven  o'clock.  The  wind,  which  was  north- 
weft,  not  being  favourable,  we  were  under  the  neceffity  of  making 

*  This  definition,  wh'ch  is  fingular,  and  replete  >vith  aphorifms,  is  as  follows : 
<<  Holland  is  a  country  where  the  earth  is  better  th^n  the  air,  and  profit  more  in  re- 
*'  queft  than  honour.  Where  there  is  more  fenfe  than  wit ;  more  good  nature  than 
«  good  humour ;  and  more  wealth  than  pleafure.  Where  a  man  would  chufe  rather 
<<  to  travel  than  to  live ;  fhall  find  more  things  to  obferve  than  to  defire ;  and  more 
f'  pesibns  to  efteem  than  to  love.'' 
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fliort  tacks ;  but,  by  the  help  of  the  tide,  were  clear  of  the  flats  at 
ten  o'clock.  Thefe  flats,  or  fand-banks,  are  very  numerous,  and  at- 
tended With  much  hazard. 

On  the  morning  of  the  21  ft,  the  wind  having  become  more  fa- 
vourable, from  the  eaft- fbuth-eaft,  land  was  defcricd  on  the  larboard* 
quarter,  at  nine  o'clock,  by  the  feaman  at  the  maft-head ;  and  at 
half  paft  ten  we  were  gladdened  by  the  view  of  what  our  captain 
announced  to  us  to  be  Orfordneis.  At  three  in  the  afternoon  we 
anchored  at  Harwich,  where  we  immediately  landed.  I  Ihall  not 
undertake  to  defcribe  the  fenfations  I  felt  when  I  fet  oflT  to  rejoin  my 
family,  after  fo  long  an  abfence ;  nor  fliall  I  attempt,  what  is  beyond 
the  gift  of  ezpreffion,  to  mark  all  the  gratitude  I  felt  to  the  SuPit£M£ 
Being,  who  had  fafely  conduced  me  through  the  many  perils  I  had 
had  to  encounter,  and  to  which  I  had  been  more  particularly  ex- 

pofed  by  my  profeifional  fituation  with  the  British  Militarit 
Mission. 


THE  END. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 

THE  Author  haa  to  regret  that  feveral  inaccuracies^  which  are^ 
however,  of  To  trifling  ah  import  as  not  to  derange  the  general  condufions 
his  intelligent  reader  will  draw,  have  found  their  way  into  the  Meteoro- 
logical Tables  at  the  dofe  of  the  Appendix.  They  have  been  the  refidt 
of  obftacles  which  it  was  impofllble  for  him  to  furmouttt,  in  the  very 
peculiar  fervice  in  which  he,  waa  engaged,,  as  well  as  of  the  frequent  in- 
difpofitions  to  which  he  was  fubjeded  by  the  hazardous  nature  of  that 
fervice.  It  is  owing  to  thefe  impecfiments  that  feveral'  interruptions,  have 
occurred  in  the  above  Tables.  In  oflfering  thia  plea,  the  force  of  which, 
he  b  confident,  will  be  candidly  acknowledj^,.  to  die  general  reader,,  he 
takes  an  opportunity  to  addrei^  himfelf  more  p^urticularly  to  the  profdV 
fional  gentlemen  into  whole  hands  his  work  may  fall,  on  the  fubJeA  of 
the  Appendix  itielf.  In  ^ving  his  medicsd  notes  in  the  fiate  is  which 
they  were  penned,  at  the  time  when  the  difeafes  and  inddents  ocourrtd 
to  which  they  refer,  without  change  of  the  order  and  method  he  purfiied^ 
and  without  the  introduftion  of  the  fpeculatlve  reafonings  he  might  have 
employed]^  he  has  been  perfuaded  that  their  contents  would  be  capable  of 
a  clearer  analyfis,  and  a  more  ready  dedu&ion.  If  he  has  been  miiguided 
by  his  judgment,  he  appeals  to  the  purity  of  his  intention,  and  folidts, 
on  this,  as  on  every  occafion,  the  candour  and  indulgence  of  his  rcaden. 
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FROM   JULT    1800,   TO   MARCH    1802. 


np 


HE  mtlitaiy  mlifion  jolaed  the  army  of  the  Grand  Vizkr  on  isoo. 
the  beginning  of  July  1800^  in  good  health  :  towards  the  end 
of  July  and  Auguft  the  men  became  iickly  :  cholera^  diarrhoea^  and 
dysentery  were  the  prevailing  diftafes.  And  at  the  latter  end  of  Aogosu 
Auguil^  when  great  dews  fell  during  the  nighty  more  particularly  on 
the  SGthy  a  bilious  remittent  fever,  accompanied  with  malignant 
iymptoms,  made  its  appearance.  In  the  month  of  September  it 
proved  fatal  to  two  military  artificers.  The  fymptoms  which  ulhered 
in  this  diftaie  were  cold  rigors^  head-acb,  profbation  of  (hength, 
pain  of  flomach  and  abdomen^  nauiea  and  bitter  tafle  of  the  mouthy 
with  copious  vomitings  of  yellow  and  ^een  bile  (fome  had  bilious 
diarrhoea) ;  a  foul  yellow  tongue^  great  thirft>  a  quick  pulfe,  hot  ikin, 
and  quickened  reipiration. 

The  mode  of.  treatment  adopted^  was  fpeedily  to  evacuate  the 
contents  of  the  primap  yix,  by  the  tartarifed  antimony^  in  fblutton, 
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in  fmall  repeated  dofes;  with  aperients  of  cream  tartar,  Infufion 
iensi  and  Epfom  falts ;  followed  by  a  dofe  of  laudanum  and  anti- 
monial  wine/  to  allay  irritation,  and  excite  perfpiration,  wbich  was 
encouraged  by  pediluvium. 

iThe  emetic  and  purge  feldom  failed  to  afibrd  fome  apparent  relief 
to  the  patients. 

Calomel,  laudanum,  and  antimony,  were  then  continued  in  fiich 
dofes  as  the  fymptoms  indicated,  until  the  remiffion  of  fever  took 
place,  which,  for  the  moft  part,  was  about  the  third  or  fourth  day, 
when  the  Pemvian  bark  was  adminiilered  in  varied  forms.     We 

♦ 

were  without  wine.  Where  the  difeafe  took  an  unfavourable  turn, 
it  was  accompanied  with  delirium,  red  eyes,  and  petechial  fpots  on 
the  fkin,  &c.  Blifters  and  fynapifms  were  had  recourie  to  upon 
fuch  occafions. 

In  fbme  of  the  cafes,  dyfenteric  f}*mptoms  were  conjoined  to  the 
difeafe.  The  regimen  was  weak  chicken  broth,  rice  gruel,  with 
lemonade,  rice  water,  and  bread  tea. 

It  fometimes  happened  that  the  patients,  in  place  of  being  at- 
tacked fuddenly,  drooped  day  after  day :  in  fuch  cafes  their  recovery 
was  generally  more  flow  than  that  of  the  former. 

The  weather,  during  the  day,  was  at  this  time  hot ;  Fahrenheit's 
thermometer,  in  fhade,  ranging  at  noon  from  go  to  gs. 

The  evenings  and  morftings  were  cool ;  thermometer  68  to  70, 
accompanied  with  copious  dews  and  fogs, 
oaoben       In  the  month  of  Odober,  fbme  cafes  of  typhus  fimplex  occurred, 

*  •  • 

and  dyfentery  continued  to  prevail. 

Occafional  heavy  fhowers  of  rain  fell  about  the  23d. ' 
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The  extremely  filthy  and  unwholeibme  condition  of  the  Ottoman 
campi  excited  in  me  great  apprehenfions  that  putrid  and  malignant 
difeaies  would  certainly  be  generated^  unlels  fome  neceflary  fteps 
were  taken  to  remedy  the  impending  evil. 

With  the  approbation  of  General  Koehler^  I  wrote  to  the  Grand 
Vizier^  and  iitated  to  him  with  concern,  the  great  numbers  of  dead 
putrid  carcaies  of  animals,  camels,  horfes,  &c.  &c.  diiperied  over  the 
whole  of  the  camp,  which  were  fuffefed  to  remain  uncovered,  quietly 
to  corrupt  and  decay  >  exhaling  the  moft  intolerable  putrid  effluvia 
imaginable,  inibmuch,  that  ferious  diieafes  might  be  cxpeded  to 
appear,  unlefs  this  intolerable  nuifance  ihould  be  ipeedily  removed. 
Thefc  admonitions  were  thankfully  received,  yet  produced  but  little 
reform*  The  ground  of  the  encampment  was  not  changed,  as  was 
advifed.  A  feeble  effort  was  continued  for  three  days  only,  to  leflen 
the  accumulation  of  putrid  matter,  and  then  every  fuch  exertion 
ended.  We  were  at  length  under  the  neceffity  of  hiring  Arabs 
daily,  to  bjiry  the  dead  carcaies  of  camels,  horfes,  aiTes,  &c.  which 
were  found  near  our  quarters,  to  enable  us  to  exift.  My  fears 
were  at  length  realized,  for  a  great  mortality  from  plague,  ma- 
lignant fever,  ahd  dyienteiy,  appeared  among  the  Turks  in  No- 
vember and  December.  It  wjas  difficult  to  afcertain  their  exad 
ipfs,  (they  themfelves  were  ignorant  of  it,)  but  it  was  fuppofed  to 
amount  to  from,  fixty  to  one  hundred  daily.  • 

In  November  the  weather  was  (howery  and  ftormy,  accompanied  November, 
^with  thunder  and  lightning.     Before  fun- rife  on  the  morning  of  the 
20th  November,  the  thermometer  was  42  ;  and  many  mornings  it 
had  ranged  from  42  to  5  d  before  fun-rife.     This^  to  our  feelings. 
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was  very  cold ;  the  vaciations  of  temperature  at  this  time  were 
great.  On  the  20th  there  was  a  diiTererice  of  34  degrees,  from  the 
mortiihg  to  two  o*clock  P.  M.  (from  42  to  76.)  This  change  im- 
proved the  health  of  our  owi^  people,  yet  great  mortality  from 
plague  continued  among  the  Turks. 

'  1  tried  by  all  the  arguments  in  my  power  to  get  the  Turks  to 
Separate  the  fick  from  the  healthy ;  a  circumilance  to  whioh  they 
toever  stf tended  ;  f<>  that  p4aguc^  entmng  a  t^it»  frequently  iWept 
off  alHts  inhabitants. 

This  great  mortality  fliti  cx>iitiiiuing)  and  the  Turks  being  iHll 
admoniOied  to  open  their  camp,  at  length  complied.  The  troops 
were  now  more  difpetfed,  in  place  of  being  ib  thickly  huddled  to* 
gether,  as  is  the  ufual  cuflcmi  of  this  nation. 

December.       In  the  beginning  of  December  a  putrid  fever  carried  off  a  miti- 

•     •  _^         »  , 

tary  artificer  belonging  to  the  miffion.     He  died  the  fixth  day  from 

the  attack.     And  on  the  llth  of  December  a  civil  artificer  wai 

feizcd  with  plague,  and  died  after  thirty-fix  hours  ilhieis. 

A  gunner  of  artiHcry  caught  the  iiifedion  from  the  artificer,  and 
died  the  fifth  day  from  attack.  Vide  their  ca(es  in  the  hiftorical 
account  of  the  plague.  The  very  great  mortality  of  the  Ottoman 
troops,  and  the  appearance  among  us  of  fb  foraaidable  and  fktal  a 
difeafe  as  the  plague,  naturally  excited  great  alarm,  and  induced 
us  to  make  every  poflible  exertion  to  prevent  the  further  extenfioa 
of  this  difeafe. 

The  precautions  adopted  were,  to  bum  all  the  bedding,  clothes, 
&c.  belonging  to,  or  ufcd  by  the  deceafed.  The  tents  were  fumi- 
gated;  and  the  two  attendants  upon  the  fick,  with  one  typhus 
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pMicnt  then  within  the  facyfpital  tent«  were  imnedlMteljr  put  iilt^  a 
ftate  of  quarantine. 

For  this  purpofe  a  trench  was  dog  round  a  large  ipace  of  ground, 
within  which  the  tent  was  indoled ;  centincls  were  placed,  not  to 
fuffer  the  leaft  contaA  or  pofiible  comnuinicatton  whatercr  with 
the  above  three  people :  their  proTifiom;  depofited  in  yeSth,  were 
laid  itady  to  receive  them,  &c.  &C 

Having  heard  that  the  ezteoial  fridkion  <d  wurih  oU  hftd  been 
adnrifed  and  employed  with  fbcceia  by  the  late  Gonial  at  Akx«iB4ri>j 
^r*  Baldwin,  in  the  cure  and  prevcDtion  of  ph^ue#  this  wad  mr 
ftantly  adopted. 

Aft^  having 'wa/faed  and  cleanied  tbonielvea,  our  three  tndiyi- 
duals  in  the  tent  rubbed  one  another  with  warm  oil  aR  omr ;  and 
this  being  done,  they  drank  a  bafin  of  warm  coffee^  and  Itid  down 
between  Uankets.  A  chafing-*diih  of  chuf coal  was  kept  in  the  lent 
while  they  were  ruU)ing :  in  ordering  thia  we  ecdea^onrnd  to  comply 
with  the  ufbal  diic6tioas  as  muck  a^  was  praAicable  in  our  ikoations 
in  camp.  A  copious  and  coaifi>ftable  pcr^iration  was  the  refnk  of 
this  frlx^iton,  which  was  continued  without  interruption  every  night 
until  they  were  difcharged  from^  their  oqwfacmeiit,  vAmk  w»  at  the 
expiration  g£  forty^^two  days,  when  they  began  by  dcflroytng  their 
tent,  and  all  their  clothes,  bedding,  &c.  &c.  Having  bathed  id  thp 
fez,  they  now  put  on  freih.  clotfacsv  andyokied  tite  party  of  the  milHon 
in  eltremely  good  health ;  each  of  them  being  beoooae  I)ui4e  Mfty 
and  fat.  The  typhus  patient^  of  who&  Hfe  i  had  defywtd  pff^\9aify 
«o  the  uie  of  the  dl,  was  quite  recovered,  and  much  improved  in 
his  ufual  appearance.     It  is  neceflary  to  remark^,  that  he  CDQitinised 
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to  take  hi9  former  medicines^  bark^  anodyne  draughts,  &c.  during 
the  application  of  the  oily  friAions. 

Although  I  have  to  lament  the  failure  of  the  oil,  in  the  cure  of 
plague,  in  the  cafe  of  Gunner  Co^den,  the  artillery-man,  yet  I  am 
induced  to  think  it  was  ufeful  in  preventing  infedion  to  the  three 
tiitn  confined  in  the  lazaretto  tent. 

The  moment  that  Gunner  Cowden  became  indifpofed  his  mind 
^as  extremely  harafled,  and  L  do  not  heiitate  to  believe  that  this 
circumftance  was  extremely  unfavourable  to  his  recovery.  An 
Arab  was  hired  to  attend  upon  any  cafes  of  plague  that  might  hap- 
pen in  future  to  occur. 
Dee.  Ttb.  *  Mrs.  K.  the  wife  of  Brigadier  General  Koehler ,  who  accompanied 
hini  from  England,  was  ieized  with  malignant  fever,  and  died  the 
ieventh  day  from  attack. 
BtQ.  x^Ou  The  Turks  were  at  l^igth  rouied  from  their  letbar^  and  apatby4 
The  Vizier  moved  his  camp  to  the  fbuth  of  Jafia,  near  the  fea  ihore# 
upon  an  eligible  and  dry  ground,  about  a  mile  and  half  from  the 
town.  Here  we  could  enjoy  the  benefit  of  the  frefh,  untainted  air. 
■  The  wretched  and  deploraUe  (bene  which  presented  itfelf  upon 
the  late  ground  of  encampment|  exceeded  all  defcription.  The 
putrid  flench  which  aflailed  us,  when  we  app]X)ached  the  ipot,  was 
intolerable. 
Dec.  IB.  Very  heavy  Ifaowers  of  rain  fell,  accompanied  with  ftormy  wea* 
ther,  loud  thunder,  and  vivid  lightmng.  Cold  winds  from  the 
S.  S.  W.     Fahrmheit'^s  thermometer  at  noon,  at  62  degrees. 

The  fudden  changes  in  the  weather  produced  rheumatiiin^  but  . 
no  other  indifpoiition  among  the  miffion. 
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Plague  and  mortality  among  the  Turks  bad  abated  fince  the 
boifterous  weather  came  on. 

Brigadier  General  Kochler,  who  had  been  involved  in  the  greateft  Dec,  28. 
diftreis  of  mind  fince  the  death  of  his  wife^  was  ieized  with  putrid 
(cYcr,  and  died  the  20th  inibint. 

The  thermometer  before  fun-rife  was  as  low  as  35.  The  Weather  Dec.  28. 
variable  this  month,  particularly  from  the  17thy  when  we  had  cold 
blowing    winds;    much  rain  fell  fuddenly^  with  heavy  claps   of 
thunder,  and  vivid  lightning. 

Except  the  feizure  and  death  of  General  Koehler,  fince  our  arrival  I80h 
upon  the  new  ground  of  encampment;  the  miffion  was  nearly  free 
from  difeafe.  The  remarkable  change  of  the  weather,  which  had 
for  fome  time  been  cold^  (the  thernu)meter  before  iun-'rife  being 
at  35,)  and  boiflerous,  accompanied  with  much  thunder,  lightnings 
and  very  heavy  rains,  had  confiderably  diminiihed  difeafe  and  mor- 
taUty  among  the  Ottoman  troops,  as  well  as  ourfelves. 

The  weather,  during  the  lafl  week,  continued  rainy,  cold„  and  Jaxu  8» 
botflerous. 

The  Reis  Efiendi  afTured  me  to-day,  that,  although  there  Were 
cafes  of  plague  within  the  Ottoman  camp,  yet  the  difeale  was  be* 
come  infinitely  more  mdld,  and  confequently  kfs  fatal.  That  fevord 
perfbna  who  had  been:  lately  attacked,  had  recovered.  He  inftanced 
the  cafes-  of  five  flaves^  bdongiaag  ta  the  Vtzier^  three  of  wham  fur* 
vivcd  the  attack.  He  xexnariied,  that  the  fame  cireumflanee  ha^ 
pened  at  Confbmtinopfe  wlbeis  the  difeafe  was  upon  the  deetiae* 
,Ffom  this  ittuA  the  Tufks.  prediAed  the  fpeedy  cciZation  of  the. 
plague.. 

3  R 
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Jan.  12.  Dr.  Bofari^  the  Vizier^s  own  phyiician,  died  of  plague  this  day, 
after  the  third  day*s  illnefs.  Some  days  previoufly  to  his  indi/poTition/ 
he  aflured  me,  that  he  had  made  every  poffible  enquiry  to  afcertain 
the  lofs  of  the  Turks  fince  the  camp  was  for(ned  at  Jaffa  in  the 

month  of  May  1 800,  which  lofs  in  difcafes  amounted  at  leaft  to 

* 

eight  thoufand  men. 
Jan.  27.  A  tremendous  gale  of  wind,  with  rain,  and  hail,  accompanied 
with  loud  thunder,  and  vivid  lightning,  came  on  this  evening  (27th). 
The  gale,  flill  accompanied  by  rain,  continued  until  the  3lil  before 
it  moderated. 
Jan.  SI.  The  Haznadar^  or  treafurer  of  the  Grand  Vizier,  died  this  day  of 
plague. 

Only  one  cafe  of  intermittent  (quotidian)  and  a  cafe  of  dy fen« 
tery  on  our  fick  lifl  this  month. 

The  intermittent  yielded  eaflly  to  the  bark. 

The  three  men  in  the  lazaretto  tent  were  releafed  from  confine* 
ment. 
Feb.  7.      Fine  weather  fince  the  4th  inflant.    Wind  N.  E.  or  E.     The 
horizon  clear. 

The  ftormy  weather  commenced  ufiially  with  a  mift^  or  hazincfi 
of  atmofphere,  coming  from  the  fbuthward  the  day  preceding  the 
florm  ;  and  a  large  difk  or  circle  round  the  moon.  The  miffion 
was  in  tolerable  good  health,  except  that  the  cold,  rainy  feaibn  was 
rery  generally  prodndive  of  painful  glandular  tumcfaAions.  This 
happening  at  the  peftilential  feafbn,  and  being  one  of  the  fyniptoms 
of  plague,  gave  rife  to  fbme  alarm  among  thofe  attacked  ;*  hut, 
being  unaccompanied  with  febrile  fymptoms^  their  fears  ibon  iab-> 
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ikied.    Some  of  theie  tumors  fuppurated  among  the  children :  a 
general  relief  was  afforded  by  warm  fomentations,  flannel,  &c. 

The  Vizier  was  taken  lU  with  fever,  the  apparent  efleds  of  cold : 
bis  complaints  yielded  in  a  few  days  to  atitimoni^  remedies,  pedi* 
luvium,  &c. 

The  weather  has  been  fine  the  laft  week.  No  frclh  cafe  of  plague  Feb.  i^ 
for  feveral  days  paA  among  the  Turks.     But  reports  from  EH^Ariih 
ftate,  that  it  prevaib  fatally  in  that  camp :  they  have  loft  feveral 
thouiand  men  within  a  few  weeks. 

A  Venetian  Dodor  died  this  day  of  malignant  fever,  the  8th  day 
from  attack.  The  apothecary  reported,  that  there  were  three  or 
four  cafes  of  the  iame  fever  in  Jaflfa  camp. 

The  weather  to-day  hazy,  and  fultry,  though  the  thermometer 
in  (bade,  at  two  o'clock  P.  M.  00. 

'On  the  lOth  there  was  a  gale  of  wittd,  which  raifed  clouds  o^ 
iand  into  the  atmoiphere,  and  which  was  extremely  annoying.  This 
ftorm  was  preceded  by  hazy  and  foltiy  weather ;  the  hazinefi  came 
from  the  ^uthward. 

During  the  £rft  fortnight  of  this  month  the  weather  was  mode*" . 
rate  and  pleafant,  and  the  miffion.  healthy.  In  the  courfe  of  the 
laft  fortnight  the  weather  was  very  variable,  ftormy,  aqd  rainy,  with 
fine  warm  days  occafiomdly. 

The  weather  became  very  variable,  ftormy,  and  rainy,  for  two  Feb.  28. 
or  thffee  days  together,  fucceeded  by  warm  days,  and  cold  nights 
and  mcMimigs. 

The  Ottoman  army  marched  from  Jafia  on  the  25th  Fehruary, 
on  its  way  to  Egypt.     Confequently  the  principal  part,  or,  indeed, 

3  R  2 
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the:  whole  of  the  fick^  were  doomed  to  femaln  at  Jaffa,  car  vAdke 
their  heft  way  homeward. 

The  only  means  which  the  Turks  have  to  carry  their  ikk  or 
wounded  is  upon  camels»  in  a  kind  of  covered  cradle,  one  of  which 
is  placed  at  each  fide  of  the  animal.  Each  camel  carries  four  per« 
ibnSy  two  in  each  cradle,  fittirng  ^  la  Tore,  as  there  is  not  length 
fufficient  to  lie  down :  the  motion  appears  extremely  uneaiy  and 
Weariibme.  There  ate  few  of  the&  conveniencies,  when  compared 
to  the  numbers  which  compofe  the  Torkifk  army.  Tfa^  are  prin- 
ctptily  carfied  for  the  officers  and  their  fuitc.  The  Turks  have 
lieither  hofpitids,  nor  boi{ntal  tents,  fct  apart  for  the  ufe  of  the  fick. 
To  introduce  fuch  ellablifhments,  or  attempt  a  medical  reform  in 
their  arj39^hes^  appear^  lottjerly  tmpoffiUc:  the  common  fixldier  who 
may  unfortunately  fall  fick  on  the  march,  has  no  means  pcxnied  out. 
to  him  tt>  get  fo^ard  ;'aiid  if  he  ftays  behind,  he  is.ezpofed  to 
perilh  thrbv^h  want.  Confequently  a  Turkifli  army  in  motion  mvA 
be  the  leaft  encumbered  with  fick. 

A  military  artificer  Rationed  at  the  camp  of  EUAriflx^  with  Cap* 
tain  Liatxy  of  the  royal  engineers,  died  the  27  th  Fobfuafy>  with 
malignant  fever,  after  four  daya  illneis* 

The  montli  of  March  cooimenctd  with  flxmny  weadier,.  rains,, 
thunder  and  lightning. 
Mitch  &t  A  woman  belonging  to  the  mifiion  died  at  Jaffii,  after  an  illneis 
of  thif ty-fiz  hours^  under  fiifpidous:  fymptoms.  The  whole  of  the 
women  and  children  belonging  to  the  military  miffioo,  who  were 
left  in  a  houfe  in  that  place  ibi  the  prefent^  and  who  amounted  to 
thirty  in^  number,  adopted  the  oiJy  frtdions,  and  every  necefiary^ 
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precaution  to  present  the  difeafe  from  fpreading ;  happily  no  icri- 
ous  confequenccs  followed. 

A  Have  belonging  to  the  Vizier  died  of  plague  on  the  aboTC  day.  March  3. 
He  caught  the  infcdion  from  a  pelice^  the  property  of  a  perfbn 
lately  dead  of  plague. 

The  interpreter  with  Captain  Lacey  at  EI-Ariih,  was  attacked 
with  plague,  which  difeafe  continued  to  rage  there  fatally. 

Accounts  from  El-Arifh  flated,  that  Ifmael  Pacha,  the  chief  in  March  IK 
command  at  that  camp,  died  a  few  days  before.     He  had  been 
ieized  with  vomiting,  and  expired  the  following  morning,  either 
from  the  eScA  cf  plague  or  oifoifon :  it  was  faid  that  the  plague  at 
El-Arifli  had  abated  in  its  violence. 

Since  die  ift  of  March  the  weather  was  occaiionally  ilormy  and 
rainy. 

Very  heavy  rains  fell  this  day,  accompanied  with  gales  of  wind  March  12. 
from  the  S.  W.     This  day  the  Ottoman  army  moved  forward  from 
Yebna,  which  is  fituated  twelve  miles  S.  from  Jaffa. 

The  cold  wet  weather  was  fatal  to  2oa  camds  in  the  coiirfe  of 
two  days  march.  Theie  animals,  though  hardy,  cannot  bear  wet 
and  cold. 

The  troops  were  healthy. 

Wind  N.  W.  The  wind  from  this  quarter  conftantly  fevonfed  usr  March  14. 
wkh  &K  weather. 

Arrived  at  Gaza,  and  faw  the  interpreter,  who  had  lately  been^  March  15. 
iiiipeAed  of  peftilential  infedion.     I  found  him  with  an  e:irteiTiivc 
ion  upon  his  left  fide,  the  efieds  of  a  large  carbuncld.    He  bad  alfb' 
a  glandular  enlargement  in  the  »dlla ;  tfnd  an  itiflaaxmation  of  the 
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left  eye.  I  recommended  the  bark,  and  opium  ;  and  wax  and  oil 
dreilings,  with  vegetable  and  milk  diet.  This  man  Was  treated  on 
the  oiifet  of  difearfe,  with  rackay^  a  ftrong  fpirit. 

March  19.  Since  the  7th  inftant,  the  plague  raged  with  firclh  violence  at  El- 
Arifli.  It  was  dated  that  the  Turks  had  loft  by  this  difeafe  the  one- 
half  of  their  army.,  which  confiftcd  feme  weeks  before  of  fix  thou- 
fand  men. 

Marcli  31.  The  plague  fuddenly  difappeared  at  the  camp  of  £1-Arifli«  The 
troops  with  the  Vizier  remained  healthy* 

Nearly  the  whole  of  this  month  the  weather  was  tempeftuous, 
accompanied  with  very  heavy  rains^  prodigiouily  loud  thunder,  and 
▼ivid  lightning. 

During  this  period  the  health  of  the  whole  of  the  troops  veas  im-« 
proved,  and  plague  difappeared. 
Af>ril.  In  the  march  of  the  troops  dirough  the  defert,  which  took  them 
up  four  weeks,  including  the  halts,  inflammations  of  the  eyes  became 
troubleibme.  The  conftant  expofure  of  the  eye  to  the  intenfe  beat* 
and  vivid  rays  of  the  fun,  refledtol  fix>m  a  white  glittering  fand, 
together  with  the  infinuation  of  its  fineft  particles  into  this  delicate 
organ,  produced  occafional  diftrefs  and  irritation.  The  mode  of 
treatment,  &c.  of  this  complaint  will  appear  under  the  head  of  Re- 
marks upon  Ophthalmy« 

Notwithftanding  the  above  march  was  extremely  fatiguing  and 
diftrefling,  yet  the  troops  were  in  better  general  health  than  before. 
The  28d  the  weather  was  oppreffiveiy  hot ;  the  mornings  and  even- 
ings were  cool ;  great  dews  fell  during  the  night.  It  blew  very 
frelh  on  the  27tb  from  £•  S.  £•  and  at  fea  a  i^ng  gale  was  expe- 
rienced. 
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The  advanced  Turkifh  army,  fcnt  forward  by  the  Vizier  to  take  Salahicli 

in  Egypt, 

pofleflion  of  Corein  and  Belbeis,  was  very  iickly,  and  iuffered  a  great  Apni  so. 
mortali^^  which  was  afcribed  to  the  plague.     I  am,  however,  ap- 
preheniive,  that  the  want  of  the  common  neceflaries  of  life,  andthe 
gr«at  fatigue  of  the  troops  in  croiling  the  defert,  may  account  for  a 
great  portion  of  this  mortality, 

Ophthalmy  continued  to  harafi  the  Ottomans  as  wellas  fbme  few  May;- 
of  the  ibldiers  of  the  miiCon.   Dyfenteries  and  diarrhoeas  prevailed^ 

While  at  Belbeis,  we  had  a  {bong  kampiin,.  which  was  followed  May  14;- 
by  much  ocular  inflammation.  The  heat  of  the  air,  1 1 2-  in  ihade. 
The  wind,  which  was  W.  S.  W.  in  the  morning,  changed  to  nortb 
about  noon,  and  continued  to  blow  from  that  quarter  during  the 
evening.  At  fix  o*clock  in  the  evening  the  thermometer  fell  to  go;* 
and  on  the  day  following,  about  noon,,  the  heat  was  fallen  to  07 •^ 

At  Ben  £1  Haflar  a  kampiin  arofe  :  thermometer  was  1 1 2  at  two  May  2i. 
o'clock  P.  M.  in  (hade. 

The  wind  in  the  forenoon  was  at  eaft ;  at  two  o'clock  P.  M.  it 
was  due  fbuth  ;  and,  in  the  evening,  the  thermometer  being  at  Q8, 
the  wind  fhifted  to  the  fbuth- weft,  blowing  very  fbrong* 

Frefh  cafes  of  ophthalmy  uiually  followed  theie  hot  and  diilrefflng-^ 
winds. 

The  difeaies  of  this  month  were  ophthalmy,  dyicntery,  and  diar-    Jont* 
rhoea.     An  artillery-man  died  from  fever  (iynochus)  the  fifth  day 
from  the  attack.  ^ 

The  heat  of  the  weather  progreflively  increafed  as  we  approached 
Cairo  from  Syria. 

About  the  0th  we  had  thick  fogs  and  heavy  dews.  July. 


496  MEDICAL  JOURNAL, 

On  the  1 3th  tcmpcftuous  gulls  of  wind,  accompanied  with  heavy 
clouds  of  duft.     Heat  from  100  to  106  degrees. 
July  26.       The  weather  cloudy  and  foggy. 

During  the  whole  of  this  month,  ophthalmy  was  very  general : 
dyfentery  and  diarrhoea  alfo  continued.  Some  cafes  of  typhus  oc- 
curred  towards  the  end  of  the  month,  but  none  fatal.  The  conva- 
lefcents,  however,  recovered  very  flowly.  The  diieafe  yielded  to 
emetics,  calomel,  diaphoretics,  and,  lafUy,  hark  completed  the  cure. 

The  Ottoman  army  entered  Cairo  the  1 6th  of  July. 

The  heat  was  oppreffive,  the  thermometer  being  at  Q5  degrees  at 
two  o* clock  P.  M.  in  ihade. 
Augnfi.  Th€  weather  w^s  cloudy  during  this  month,  conieque&tly  not  ib 
<)ppreffively  warm  as  lad:  month.  Before  fun^rife  the  thermometer 
was  at  74,  in  the  night  from  80  to  84,  and  during  the  day,  from 
85  to  ©8,  or  1  oa. 

The  cloudineis  of  the  mornings  diminiflied  about  noon.  The 
greateft  heat  of  the  day  was  now  found  to  be  between  three  and  fi)ur 
o'clock  P.  M,  which  induced  me  to  change  the  hour  of  taking  the 
temperaturo. 

The  evenings  were  codi^^^the  wind  freihened  generally  at  night, 
which  blew  for  the  moft  part  N.  W. 

The  diminution,  of  heat  in  the  weathei  was,  togedier  with  the 
cool  refi?elking  winds  {xon%  the  northward,  iahitaxy.  Ocular  iniZam- 
mations  were  lefs  frequent  as  well  as  lefs  violent.  During  the  calms 
which  occaiionaUy  prevaileidx  the  beat  was  always  oppreifive. 

Among  the  Englifh  iick  at  Fort  Ibrahim,  occupied  by  a  detach- 
ment of  the  Indian  armtjr,  ophthalmy,  dyfentery,  aad  mafignant  fe- 
vers, were  the  prevailing  difeafes. 
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The  atmoipfaere  was  extremely  denie^  -with  heavy  black  clouds,  Aug.  fle. 
which  in  Europe  would  portend  the  ioioladiate  fall  of  nun. 

Obftinate  dyienteric  afiedious  were  relieved  by  blifters  on  the 
abdomen. 

Among  the  miffion  three  cafes  of  Jow.  fever  occurred  this  month. 

All  the  caies  of  ophthalmy  in  the  miiBoa  were  Cunedf  none  of  the  Aug.  St. 
patients  having  apparently  fiiftained  any  permanent  injury  of  the 
^es.    The  tmg<  hydrargyn  nit.  with  t^  opiij  continued,  to  afibrd 
great  relief  in  ophthalmy. 

Before  fun-rife  the  thermometer  vras  at  71 ;  the  air  cool,  and  re-  Sept.  is. 
£re(hing :  northerly  winds  prevail,  and  the  whole  of  the  country  as 
&r  as  the  pyransiids  of  Grizah  is  inundated. 

Nights  cool ;  firefli  breezes  from  the  noithward.   Some  frelh  cafes  Sept.  21. 
of  ophthalmy  have,  occurred  within  thefe  few  days,  which  appear  to 
have  been  produced  by  the  (harp  northerly  winds ;  this  affedion 
yielded  eafily  to  bliflers  behind  the  ears,  iatumine  coUyriums,  and 
purges. 

This  day  an  enormous  hydiocele  (Hrefented  itfelf  in  an  inhabitant 
of  Cairo,  fifteen  inches  by  twelve  in  diameter.  Thefe  caies,  as  wel| 
89  hernia,  are  common  in  Egypt. 

The  elephantiafis  among  the  women  is  a  frequent  difeafe. 

Many  dreadful  cafes  of  leprofy  are  feen  in  Cairo^  which  occafion-  gcpt.  2s. 
ally  make  dreadful  havoc  in  the  face  :  in  the  lofs  of  nofe,  lips,  ^es, 
&c.     In  the  ifland  of  Scio,  in  the  Archipelago,  there  is  an  bofpital 
for  the  reception  of  the  leprous  of  the  different  ifbnds.     I  took  the 
opportunity  to  vifit  thb  fpot  when  on  my  return  to  Conflantinqple. 

8» 
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(Upwards  of  200  of  tlieft  poor  unfortuniite  fmBkan  trere  that  col- 
leAcd.    Vide  tiarrktiTt  when  at  Scio. 
Sept.  sa      Duritig  thi^  month  tUe  inhabitants  and  troops  were  heakhj. 

The  weather  pleafant,  and  moderately  warm. 

The  prevaiUng  winds  N.  W. 

iThe  latter  end  c(  the  nibnth  heavy  dews  fell  diuing  die  night. 
They  commented  about  the  it^th. 
O&oher.      Some  cafes  of  intermittents  among  the  troops  at  Giaah.     At 
Alexandria  the  prevailing  difeafes  were  diarriiosa^  dyfenteries,  and  oM 
cafes  of  ophthalmy.        . 

For  the  moft  pirt  OAober  wsHi  a  temperate^  and  agreeable  montk 
The  mornings  and  evenings  were  cool^  with  refrdhing  winds  from 
the  northward.  When  the  Wind  came  round  to  the  eaftward  of 
north,  the  days  i^ere  warm,  iultiy,  and  oppveffive ;  though  the  mcr- 
Cnry  did  not  ri&  higher  than  80  in  ihade. 
November.  Catarrhs  and  intermittents  were  the  prevailing  diieaitii  4i£  tiiis 
month,  which  was  cold,  rainy,  and  ilormy. 

On  the  morning  of  the  20th  there  was  a  tl'emeildoas  ftomi>  ac- 
companied  with  rain,*  thunder,  and  lightning.  Wind  N.  W.  This 
tempeftuous  weather  continued  ieveral  days,  with  only  iomc  Uttk 
intermiffion. 

Tht  dews  have  been  heavy  this  month. 

*  •  •  •  m 

By  means  of  freeiing  mixtures  I  reduced  the  mercury  in  Fahren* 
heits  ^ermometer  to  32  ;  but  it  was  only  of  two  or  three  (econds 
dxmition,  whien  it  xofe  to  38.   The  temperature  of  the  air  5Q. 

The  fen(ation  produced  hy  tfite  handling  of  Ae  coM  mixture  was 
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exiremdy!  pamfid  and  diiagmtalds;    Tiio  fiain  cbntiiaued  {evaii 

* 

hours  afterwards. 

Sonie  noeiit'  ckfis  of  plague  are  £nd  to  have  occuried  among  the 
fepojs  at  Bo&tta^ 

Ibtemuttcnts  and  catarrhal  affedions  oontiime.  December. 

Heavy  dews,  with  thick  foggy  weather. 

Dylentery  prevailed  among  the  Turks;  with  fome  fatal  caies, 
about  the  1 1  th  of  December. 

At  GiaSah  thii  dyfehtety  proved,  fatal  to  fome  of  the  Englifli. 
Wind  variable,  N.  N.  W.,  W.  &c.      . 

About  the  lt)th»  2Qth,  ahdjSlfty  the  wmd  triflings  almbft  a  calm, 
and'  the  days  foggy,  .with  cloie  iiiltry  weather.  A  greater  naortality 
was  ftea  among  the  inhabitants ;  but  horn  what  diieaie  it  was  im- 
poffible  to  aicertain. 

The  greateft  heat  this  month  did  not  exceed  78  in  ihade.  The 
foutherly  winds,  however,  which  occafionaOy  blow  in  November 
and  December,  are  cold,  comparatively  to  thofe  which  occur  in 
June,  July,  and  Auguti^  On  account  of  the  mountains  of  Abyf- 
iinia  being  &id  to  be  then  covered  with  fnow,  and  Upper  Egypt 
b^ing  moiilened  fay  the  inundation,  the  wind  blowing  from  this 
quarter  does  not  become  heated  in  its  paflage,  as  happens  during 
the  latter  months,  when  the  wind  from  the  fouth,  or  ibuth-eaft, 
UowsTo  extremely  hot  and  dry  as  occafionally  to  caufe  fufFocation. 
This  occurred  at  Belbeis  during  the  preceding  year,  when  camels 
and  6ther  animals  are  faid  to  have  pbriihed  from  its  effe^. 

It  was  lamentable  to  fee,  among  the  numerous  diftrefled  people  in 
Cairo,  yzry  many  dumb  pcribns.     One  of  thefe  followed  the  pro- 

3  s  2 
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feilion  of  a  juggler,  and  perfbrmed  other  amufing  tricksj;  by  whiek 
he  obtained  his  livelihood. 
Dec.  su  -^  More  deaths  appeared  this  month  among  the  infaabitmts  tfaaa  ill 
November.  The  weather  during  the  whole  of  the  month  was  es« 
tremely  variable ;  foggy;  great  dews;  winds  and  temperature  a£bcH 
nifliingly  variable. 

When  the  fun  (honej  on  an  expofure  to  its  rays,  it  was  fcorcfaing. 
The  nights  were  cold  and  moift. 

.  This  was  a  feafon  apparently  very  favourable  to  the  produdion  of 
difeaie.     Dyicntery  prevailed.  

,  During  the  months  of  November  and  December,  the  appearance 
of  winter  was  manifei):  in  the  vegetable  tribe.  The  fall  of  leaf 
was  confined  chiefly  to  the  mulberry  trfees  and  vines.  The  other 
trees  nearly  preferved  their  foliage  by  the  occaiiohal  dropping  and 
renewal  of  their  leaves. 

This  month  a  fecondary  cafe  of  lues  venerea  was  cured  by  the 

nitrous  acid.  Vide  Cafe. 

.  And  a  cafe  of  hepatitis  in  a  fbldier  of  the  miffion  cured  by  mercuiy» 


1808.  ^^^  prevailing  di&afes  were  intermtttents,  and  their  felap&s> 
Some  recent  Cafes  of  flight  ophthalmy,  and  dyfenteries.  Extremely 
heavy,  o£fenfLve  and  foggy,  and  cloudy  weather,  during  the  IsSt 
fortnight. 

In  the  evening  of  the  24th,  flormy,  te<npeftu6us*  weather ;  heavy 
black  clouds ;  wind  S.  W.  accompamed  with  fhowers  of  rain,  which 
fell  more  .abundantly  on  the  2fith  and  2dtb.    Temperature  coM  and 
di^greeable,  from  4G  to  56  in  fhade. 
FcbniaiT.     Cold,  tempeiluDus,  and  rainy  weather  ulbercd  in  this  nxonth.. 


STRIA  AND  EGYPT,  501 

The  Choarbagi^  or  Colonel  of  Janiflarics,  wh6  was  attached  to  Feb.  9. 
the  mlilion^  and  who  occupied  a  chamber  within  our  buildings  in 
Cairo,  died  lifter  three  days  illneis ;  from  his  fymptoms  I  conceived 
his  death  to  be  from  plague.  He  was  firft  ieized  with  cold  Ihiver^ 
ings,  followed  by  fever,  head-ach,  thirfl,  and  bitter  tafle  of  the 
moyth.  He  had  a  fmall  painful  tumor  in  the  left  groio,  nearly  the 
fizeof  a  pigeon  s  egg ;  and  another  in  the  right  axilla.  He  died 
fiiddenly  in  the  night. 

Previoufly  to  interment  I  examined  the  body,  and  found  that  the 
buboes  were  nearly  iiibiided :  there  was  a  flight  difcoloration  on 
the  right  arm.  There  were  neither  petechias  nor  vibices  upon  the 
body.  However,  from  all  the  circumflances  under  which  this  man 
died,  I  was  led  to  confider  it  rather  as  a  cafe  of  plague  than  other* 
wife  ;  which  induced  us  to  take  every  poflible  precaution  to  prevent 
any  propagation  of  infedlion,  fhould  it  have  exifled. 

The  JaniiTaries,  who  had  lived  with,  the  deceafed,  remain  well.  Feb.  7. 
The  bedding  and  pelices  belonging  to  the  deceafed  were  immediately 
taken  pofleffion  of  by  his  fon,  and  made  ufe  of  without  the  leafl 
concern.  While  fuch  apathy  continues  among  the  Turks,  plague 
can  never  be  annihilated  from  their  coimtry.  Thfcfe  people  em- 
barked, after  a  few  days,  with  the  refl  of  the  JanifTaries,  on  board 
a  yeflel  going  to  Conflantinople,  carrying  with  them  the  clothes, 
ice.  of  a  man  who  died  under  very  fufjpidous  fymptoms  of  plague. 

This  day  was  opprcffivcly  warm  and  fultry.  Feb.  il. 

Wind  -  S.  and  S.  W.  we  experienced  a  kampfin  wind,  which 
raifed  clouds  of  dufl  into  the  atmofphere,  and  produced  a  continual 
hazinefs. 
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The  eyeSp  which  iiidercd  from  this  heat  and  irritation*  vrexc  re^ 
lieved  by  repeated  ablutions  of  cdd  water. 

Feb.  IS.  The  whole  of  the  tniffion  being  entirely  firee  from  ihfediidua 
fymptomsj  were  ordered  to  proceed  to  Alexandria.  The  Pacha  of 
Grand  Cairo  has  ilated  that,  **  from  the  moft  vigilant  enquiry  in  the 
^^  town  and  fuburbs  of  Cairo,  he  has  not  heard  of  another  cafe  of 
*'  plague  at  prefent."  However,  little  or  no  dependahce  can  m 
reality  be  placed  upon  the  reports  of  the  Turks.  In  Upper  Egypt 
we  have  heard,  that  the  diieaiie  is  already  reappearing. 

Feb.  14.  Foggy  and  very  cloudy  weather ;  the  fun  completely  obicured  this 
day;  a  circumftance  which  does  not  often  happen  in  .Egypt,  except 
during  the  fall  of  rain.  Several  days  pail  have  been  clofe  and  fultry. 

Feb.  23.  Tremendous  gales  of  wind,  W.N. W.  which  were  accompanied 
on  the  25th  with  heavy  fliowers  of  rain.  Indeed,  the  weather  was 
tempeftuous  from  the  20th  to  the  end  of  the  month.  The  higheil 
temperature  78  ;  loweft  44. 

Upon  our  arrival  at  Roietta,  on  the  23d  February,  we  found  the 
plague  had  already  appeared  there,  and  had  been  &tal  to  a  icrjealit 
of  the  Indian  troops,  and  feveral  of  the  inhabitants. 

The  mifllcm  remained  well ;  but,  upon  their  arrival  at  Alexandria 
on  the  7th  of  March>  were  put  under  quarantine  for  fifteen  days,  aaf 
were  all  veiTels  and  perfons  coming  from  Roietta,  feveral  cafes  of 
plague  having  been  faid  to  have  been  received  at  Alexandria  from 
the  latter  place. 

March.  The  month  of  March  was  flormy  and  rainy,  and  on  the  20th 
heavy  rains  and  hail  fell,  accompanied  with  thunder  and  lightning. 
Winds  variable,  N.  E.  N.,  W.  N.  W.,  N. 
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The  hi^ieft  tempenitnre  70 ;  lowcft  57» 

Great  dews  fell  about  the  l6th« 

Having  been  fo  iinlucky  as  to  break  my  thermometer  on  the  24th 
ii^famt^  I  was  obliged  to  clofe  my  obfervations  with  it ;  and  on  the 
S7th  took  my  departure  from  Alexandria,  on  my  way  to  Confiantif 
nople  and  England. 


CASES  OF  MALIGNANT  FEVER. 

CASE  L 

A  military  artificer,  Thomas  Greenhal/h,  aged  about  fifty  years^ 
was  taken,  on  the  23d  Augufl:  I700f  with  cold  chills,  followed  by 
fever,  fevere  head-ach,  naufea,  and  vomiting  of  bile ;  the  tongue 
was  foul,  great  thirft,  pulie  quick  and  rather  firm ;  with  ztbofttyf 
depreilion  of  ipirits,  and  much  proftration  of  firength.  Hp  wa^ 
ieized  while  on  board  the  New  Adventure  tranfport,  in  the  harbour 
of  Conftantinople,  whither  he  had  been  fent  to  execute  ibme  work. 
He  had  a  diftance  of  feven  miles  to  walk  to  rejoin  the  barracks  at 
Levant  Chiflick,  where  I  firfi:  iaw  him  in  the  afternoon,  and  col- 
leded  firom  him  the  foregoing  hiftory  and  iymptoms. 

An  antimonial  emetic  was  given,  followed  by  a  dofe  of  lauda- 
num, and  the  ufe  of  pediluvium ;  and,  the  next  morning,  ten  grains 
of  calomel  and  a  (blution  of  Epfbm  ialts  were  adminiftcred.  Theie 
remedies,  in  emptying  the  primae  vise,  relieved  the  iymptoms ;  yet, 
on  the  third  day,  the  head-ach.  increaied :  the  fkiti  was  very  hot« 
though  motfi: ;  tongue  dry  and  of  a  brownilh  colour ;  eyes  turgid ; 
feveral  petechial  fpots  appeared  on  the  breafl.     The  calomel  was 
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repeated;  a  blifter  applied  to'the  back;  a  cljAer  injefted;  peditu«* 
vium  repeated,  and  four  grains  of  antimonial  powder  given  crtry 
three  hours ;  with  an  anodyne  at  bed-time. 

On  the  fourth  day^  the  petechias  were  augmented ;  he  h^d  pafled 
a  itfUeis  night;  was  occaiionally  incoherent;  febrile :  iymptoms 
continued. 

The  head  was  ihaved ;  cloths  moiftened  with  vinegar  were  re- 
peatedly applied  to  the  whole  of  the  fiirface  of  the  head.  Calomel 
and  pediluvium  repeated. 

Fifth  day.  The  delirium  conflant :  pafled  a  very  refUefs  night ; 
the  eyes  and  furface  of  the  body  tinged  of  a  yellow  colour,  which 
in  ibme  parts  had  a  dirty  or  cadavtrous  appearance. 

The  pupils  of  the  eyes  rather  dilated ;  tongue  dry ;  teeth  and 
movth  covered  with  black  fbrdes;  cold  clammy  fweats  occaiionally 
burft  forth  ;  pulfe  extremely  variable,  in  ibrength  and  in  frequency^ 
A  blifter  was  applied,  which  covered  the  whole  of  the  head ;  th^ 
calomel  and  clyfter  repeated  ;  the  bark  in  decodtion,  with  vitnolio 
acid,  wiEis  given  liberally,  and  a  doie  of  laudanum  at  bedrtime. 

The  iixth  day.  All  the  unfavourable  iymptoms  were  alarmingly 
increaied,  and  threatened  a  ipeedy  diflblution.  The  ikin  and  eyes 
were  of  a  dirty  yellow  colour ;  the  petechise  numerous,  and  the. 
extremities  cold :  nevertheleis,  the  pulie  was  good ;  and  by  no^meana 
indicated  the  apparent  danger  of  the  patient.  i 

Bliilers  were  applied  to  the  extremities,  an<)  bar^  and  wine  freely 
adminiilered.  He  expired  the  evening  of  the  fixth  day.  The  body 
became  extremely  offeniive  fooh  after  death*  He  had  no  glandular 
6r  other  tumors. 
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The  ipireather  had  been  occafionaDy  moift  and  warm  during  tlie 
month  of  Auguft,  the  thermometer  ranging  from  08  to  88  in 
ihade. 

'  Several  cafes  of  the  iame  kind  of  fever  prevailed  among  the 
Turkiih  troops  at  Levant  Chiflick^  and  al£)  among  the  inhabitants. 

CASE  n. 

■ 

A  military  artificer,  Kannatrd,  aged  thirty ,  was  faddenly  ieized,  on 
the  27th  Auguft  1709*  with  cold  rigors,  followed  by  a  hot  Ikin, 

pain  in  the  head  and  ftomach,  naufea  and  vomiting  of  bile,  a  quick 

»    .  •  •■  •  •      _ 

pulie,  &c.     An  antimonial  emetic  was  given  immediately ;  and  a 
dofe  of  laudanum  and  antimonial  wine  after  its  operation,  with ' 
pediluvium. 

In  the  morning  of  the  28th,  calomel,  and  a  faline  purge*     Thcfe 

*  *  •  ^ 

opening  remetdies  relieved  the  fymptoms,  and  a  dofe  of  laudanum 
and  antimonial  wine  was  repeated  at  bed-time. 

Head-ach  continued,  with  occaiional  naufea ;  fkin  moderately     jf^' 
warm  ;  pulfe  fmall  and  firequent ;  complained  of  lallitude  and  ge- 
neral debility :  fago,  wine,  and  lemonade  were  ordered ;  the  bark, 
with  the  nitrous  acid,  liberally  given ;  and  laudanum  adminiflered 
at  bed-time. 

Pafled  a  refllefs  night ;  fymptoms  continued  with  little  alteration  ^"^'  ^ 
from  the  2Qth.     The  medicines  and  regimen  continued  as  before. 
A  blifier  was  applied  to  the  nape  of  the  neck ;  the  head  fhaved,  and 
Vinegar  frequently  applied. 

:Head«a6h  continued ;  pulfc  final},  quick,  and  feeble ;  five  grains  of  ^'*^'  ^^' 
and  camphor  given  at  bed- time ;  a  clyfter  injeAed ;  a  blifier 
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applied,  which  covered  the  whole  of  the  head;  and  tlie  hark,  wine, 
doc.  ^oontintied  as  hefoK. 

Sept.  1.       Little  or  no  alteration.     Medicines  continued. 

Sept.  2.  Failed  a  vbry  teftiefs  night ;  liad  deiinum ;  tongue  and  month 
blackiib ;  be  laid  in  a  comatoie  ftupid  QsJx^,  except 'whtn  Ipdkentci^, 
-when  he  replied  rationally  to  queftions  put  to  him,  and  then  fell 
into  the  fame  comatofe  fiate  again  t  pulie  ibft^  and  moderately  fre« 
quent ;  fkin  of  a  yellow  colour,  with  petechias  upon  the  body ;  urine 
was  o(  a  ^aik  brown  colour,  ^'efembling  a  ilrong  infufion  of  cofiec) 
ftools  were  dark  and  offenfivc.  . 

Sqpu  8.  Had  pafled  a  reillefs  i>ight ;  not withftanding  which  he  appeared 
this  morning  more  fenfible  and  cheerful;  comatoie  affedioa  Icf^ 
fened ;  the  urine  was  not  fo  high  coloured.  Pulfe  £>ft ;  ikin'  modeK 
rately  warm ;  tongue  browxiy  but*  moift ;  no*  evacuation  y^af^fday 
by  ilool ;  fix  grains  of  calomel  were  givea,  and  an  injc^ion  was 
thrown  up.  The  bark,  wine,  canaphor,  laudanun^i  &c.  weire  con* 
tinned.  .  -  i.     - 

^ept.  4.  All  the  alarming  iymptoms  increafed.  ^Hftcrs  wereappUod  ta 
the  extremities.  He  expired  in  the  evening.  He  hud  no  glandular 
Of  other  tumors.  This  man  had  materially  (hfiered  in  his  general 
health  iince  his  arrival  in  Turkey,  with  repeated  attacks  of  dyien* 

tcry..     /:•*;• 

,  •        •  •  '      • 

CASE  nr. 

A  military  artificer.  Smith,  aged  30,  was  fu^dciaJy  fdiaed,  the  3fld 
September  Jt700>  in  the  fame  maauier  ^sG^qctehi^aedilibmnaiiri. 
Theft  men  wieje^ll  l^cd  in  the  barraek^ts^  L4«alNt^ifltcki  The 


cxM  n^B  iinddrtakeaby  an  emetac^  cal(Mnel,and  aa-^^Mi        wsth  ii 
dole  of  laudanum^  and  antimoftial  wine  after  tbeiir  operations/ 

On  the  23d,  he  bad  pafled  a  bad  ftight.  The  head-ach  continued ; 
countenance  flnihed  j  the  am»  md  kgd  cold ;  pulfe  fmall,  quick, 
and  extremely  variable ;  calomel  repeated ;  wine  w^s  liberally  itfed  ; 
and  itfpeated  dofcb  (i£  hrodahim  weiie  gxwn:  his  /dxtdc  was.  well  aci- 
daisied  lemonade* 

« *  Fisifleda  M&lefi  night;  great  cddtiefi  pervaKkd  thc..wh6Le;  body;  $epc  24. 
taqody  SLJty  mB£tion'  nf ,  lyfiem  ;  and  this  continned  only  fov  a  fiswr 
imnvtesy  in  iuddoi  flufbes  of  beat  in  the  fade,  and  tibeir  jQuddcnly 
fufafided':  these  was  great  pmftratioa  of  ftrength^  with  bccafidnal 
vomiting  of  a  browa  fluid  xefembling  cdffeergtoumis ;  cojiEqilained 
of  bitter  tafte  in  the  nbnfffa;  had^  fevoad  offcnAim.  flook;  8^  tfcf 
iy  mptoma  denoted  great  dJan^r^.  and'  the  want  of  vitel  energyt.  The 
wine  and  laudaAttm  were  mpeated,  fomcotationa  were  applied  to  the 
!eg9>  and  calomel  oontioaed  at  bed-time. . 

He  appeared  fbmewbat  relieved;    the  skin  moderately  wami;  Sept. 85. 
pulfe  more  firm  and  fteady :  he  retained  chicken  broth  upon  the 
flomach :  the  wine  and  laudanum  repeated,  with  a  dofe  of  vitriolic 
ftthcTt  joined  with  laudanum,  at  bed- time. 

Failed  a  reftlefs  mght,  with  delirium ;  tongue  £bul ;  had  ^tooh ;  Sept.  96. 
urine  nearly  of  a  heakby  colour :  when  ipoken '  to,  be  roufed  bioi^ 
4elf,  ipoke,  and  then  fell  into  a  drowiy,  comato^  ftate,  with  ntit«^ 
tering  deiicinm ;  the  eyes  were  turgid ;  puUe  quicks  more  full  and 
£rm  than  the  25th  (ll2  ibrokes  in  a  minute)  j  skin  warm:  it  was 
only  to-day  that  a  general  readion  of  iyftem  appeared  fieady ;  the 
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head  was  ihaved ;  doths  moiftened  with  vinegar '  wefe  fiequently 
applied ;  and  a  blifter  laid  to  the  nape  of  the  neck. 

A  drachm  and  a  half  of  nitrous  acid,  diluted  freely  with  water, 
was  ordered  to  be  given  withm  twenty-four  hours.  The  sether  ano- 
dyne draught  repeated. 
Sept.  27.  Delirium  continued ;  a  general  coldn^  pervaded  the  whole  body ; 
skin  moift ;  pafled  loofe  ilools  and  urine  involuntarily ;  pulie  quick 
and  fmall  ( 1 20),  and  very  variable ;  tongue  moift,  and  Ids  foul ; 
had  occafipnal  naufea ;  feveral  large  dark  ipots>  and  petechias  upon 
the  bread: ;  fomentations  were  applied  to  the  legs  and  amis ;  wjwe, 
bark,  and  nitrous  acid  continued;  a  blifter,  covering  the  .whole  of 
the  head,  was  applied.  He  expired  in  die  evening.  He  had  neither 
glandplar  nor  other  tumors.  The  body  became  /extremely  offen- 
five  a  lew  hours  after  death.  Thefe  fatal  cafes  occurritig,  and  ob* 
fervtng  that  the  fame  fever  prevailed  with  the  Turks,  we  took  evcfy 
poiiible  precaution,  by  fumigation,  &c.  to  prevent  the  continuance 
'f>f  difeafe^  and  recommended  a  change  of  fituation. . 

CASE  IV. 

A  military  artificer,  Geary,  about  twenty-five  years  of  age,  while 
encamped  at  Jafia,  in  Syria,  was  fuddenly  feized,  on  the  5  th  De* 
cember  1800,  with  cold  rigors,  vertigo,  head-ach,  followed  by  a 
hot  skin,  pain  at  ftomach,  with  naufea,  and  ill  tafte  of  the  mouth. 
He  had  general  pains  all  over  his  body,  and  was  languid^  with  a 
quick,  though  rather  firm  pulie  (lOo).  .  An  emetic  removed  much 
bile  frpm  the  flomach,  and  feveral  looic  ilods  were  procured  by  a 
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calomel  and  ^line  purge :   an  anodyne  draught,  with  antimonial 
wine,  was  ^ven  at  bed*time. 

Though  £)Enewhat  relieved,  the  head-ach,  fever  and  thirfl  conti*  Dec.  e. 
noed.     The  laudanum  and  antimonial  were  occafionally  repeated, 
and  the  drink  confided  of  acidulated  rice  water,  and  toaft  and  water. 

Skin  was  hot,  though  a  moderate  perfpiration  continued  to  break  I>ec.  7. 
out;  tongue  white,  thirft  great ;  pulfe  quick  and  rather  filrm  (lOo); 
lemonade  continued,  and  five  drops  of  laudanum;  with  twenty  drops 
of  antimonial  wine,  were  given  every  three  hours. 

He  pafifed  a  reftleis  night,  accompanied  with  delinum ;  the  eyes  Dec.  & 
were  red,  ikin  leis  hot;  pulie  quick  (108),  leis  firm  than  on  the 
7th ;  the  tongue  had  a  brownifh  tinge  upon  it ;  he  had  two  ftools 
during  the  night ;  a  blifter  was  applied  to  the  nape  of  the  neck ; 
bark,  with  vitriolic  acid,  were  given  liberally,  and  repeated  doies  of 
laudanum ;  he  was  ordered  to  eat  freely  of  oranges,  and  drink  lemon* 
ade ;  the  head  was  ihaved,  and  cloths  moiftened  with  vinegar  repeat- 
edly applied.  Towards  evening  the  pulfe  became  more  full,  accom- 
panied with  a  reftleflhefs,  and  a  low  muttering  delirium ;  a  blifivr 
was  applied  to  the  whole  of  the  furface  of  the  head ;  petechial  ^ots 
appeared  upon  the  breaft  in  the  evening ;  the  pulfe  became  more 
weak  and  quick  (l20);  the  ftrength  diminifhe'd,  with  an  anxiety 
and  (|uicknefi  in  breathing.     He  began  to  throw  up  the  bark,  &c. 

Had  pafifed  a  reftlefs  night,  with  low  delirium ;  pulfe  quick  and  Dec.  9. 
feeble  (120);  arms  cold;  he  was  conftandy  picking  at  the  bed- 
clothes; tongue  and  mouth  brown  and  dry ;  he  did  not  appear  fen- 
fible  of  the  pain  of  the  blifters ;  pafTed  urine  involuntarily ;  a  blifter 
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was  applied  to  the  thighs,  and  the  mediemeg  ecoaikiniied.  AbcAit 
noon  ilimulating  finapifms  of  garlic  were  applied  to  the  feet.  .  In  the 
evening  he  pafled  ieveral  black  flools  inTohintatfiljr ;  ieftkflhe&  oon- 
tinned ;  arms  cold  ;  pnUe  quick  and  feeble  ( 1 3o) ;  medidnes.  cmt* 
tinned ;  the  laudanum  draughty  with  antlmooial  wtnc^  repeated  it 
bed-^tinae. 
Dec.  10.  He  pafled  a  very  refUeis  mght ;  flapor  contim:(6d^  with 
breathing;  flein  cold ;* pialie  quick  and  feeUe  (l3o)« 
in  the  afternoon. 


■•j%«\»i"- 


CASES  OF  PLAGUE. 


CASE  L 


A  civil  artificer.  Mace,  thirty  years  of  age,  was  taken,  during  t^ 
night  of  the  1  oth  December  1300,  with  fcvere  rigors,  vertigo,  head* 
ach,  and  ievere  pains  in  the  loins,  thigh,  &c.  accompanied  wkh 
naulea,  and  vomiting  of  green  bile.  At  eight  o'clock  in  the  mom« 
ing  of  the  1 1  th  December  I  firft  &w  trim ;  his  ikin  was  very  hot, 

though  moift,  with  a  burning  kind  of  ieel  to  the  touch ;  a  quick 

* 

^nd  rather  firm  pulfe  (l2o).  He  complained  of  much  head-ach; 
the  eyes  were  red ;  tongue  tinged,  rather  t>(  a  yellow  colour ;  great 
thirft ;  the  pains  of  the  back  and  thighs  acute.  He  had  had  three 
ilools  during  the  night:  an  antimonial  emetic  was  imoicdiately 
given,  and  after  its  operation  ten  grains  of  cak)mel>  and  a  IbhitioQ  of 
Epfom  ialts.  The  common  drinks  were  to  be  lemonade  and  rice- 
water  ;  to  eat  freely  of  oranges.    The  emetic  removed  much  btle« 


STRIA  AND  EGYPT.  511 

ivhich  gave  tbe  patient  ibme  femfifale  tditf.  The  calomel  and  (alts 
not  having  piocured  sny  evacuation  by  ftobl/ljie  former  was  re- 
peatedy  and  a  dofe  of  laudanum  with  antimonial  wine  at  b6d<-time, 
sfOer  the  evacuations  had  been  procured.  He  complained  of  pain  in 
€bc  groin ;  and  there  was  a  fxnall  cnlargeoicnt  in  the  left  inguinal 
glands.  The  pain  from  this  tumor  became  Co  extremely  acute»  thaft 
I  was  called  to  him  about  four  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  12th. 
It  had  then  fwoUen  to  the  fize  of  a  pigeon's  egg.  The  bubo  was 
fomented  with  warm  vrater^  and  an  anodyne  draught  given.  At 
eight  'o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  12th«  wlien  I  vifited  the  patient, 
the  attendant  reported,  that  the  fomentatioti  had  relieved  the  pain 
of  the  tumor,  isnce  which  he  had  thrown  up  his  drinks,  and  was  Aow 
fallen  into  a  ^ecp. 

He  expired  fuddenly  about  nine  o'clock,  A.  M.  12th  December.* 
The  bed  dothes  being  removed^  many  large  livid  (nearly  black) 
iQ)ots,  <^  the  fiie  of  a  filver  threepence,  jcovcred  the  bceait,  and  other 
parts  of  the  body. 

In  eachaxillas  there  was  a  bubo  of  the  fizc  nearly  of  a  hen's  egg; 
The  bubo  in  the  groin  was  of  a  dark  livid  colour.  Some  Ar^  were 
employed  qtuckly  to  inter  the  corpfe.  The  very  ibongly  marked 
^m^ptoms  of  plague  in  this  cafe  gave  riie  to  theutmoft  vigilance 
and  precaution  to  prevent  the  infedlion  from  fpreactihg.     With  this 

« 

intention  all  the  clothes^  bedding,  &c.  &c.  ufbd  by  tbe  iick  were 
immediately  bufijed.  Two  attendants  within  the -ho^^itaK teat,  as 
well  as.  a  patient  fuffering  under  typhus,  were  put  into  a  ftate  of 
quarantine,  aiid  certain  regulations  already  ootiopd  in  my  narrative. 
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were  infbntly  adopted  to  prevent  the  infedion  from  ipreadmg.  Tlie 
oily  fridions  were  had  recpurie  to  upon  the  three  men  within  the 
hoipital-tent. 

Upon  inquiry,  the  deceaied  bad  been  accuftomed  to  frequent  the 
Turkifh  cofiee-tents,  to  fmoke  and  drink  oofEre.  This  was  prohL* 
bited  in  future. 

CASE  n. 

Gunner.  Ccxvden,  aged  30j  an  artillery-man,  had  a  flight  indi4x>* 
fition  on  the  evening  of  the  1 3th  December,  1800. ..  He  had  ibmr 
faead-ach,  and  a  little  heat  of  (kin. 

In  the  morning  of  the  14th  December,  he  complained  of  nau&as 
the  tongue  was  white,  having  a  yellowifh  (break  upon  it ;  thirft  pre* 
vailed,  and  the  head-ach  and  febrile  (ymptoms  were  increa(ed.  He 
had  a  trembling  upon  him,  and  appeared  a  good  deal  agitated ;  fotnc 
fiiffiie(8  and  uneafinefs  in  the  left  groin.  .  He  related,  that  contrary 
to  order,  he  had  not  only  entered  the  tent  of  Mace,  on  the  morning 
of  the  1 2th  December,  but  had  fupported  him  while  he  took  his 
medicine. 

The  patient  was  put  into  a  clean  tent  by  himfelf,  within  the  qua- 
rantine endoliare.  An  emetic  was  ^ven,  the  operation  of  which 
having  (bmewhat  relieved  him,  he  was  ordered  an  anodyne,  vnth 
antimonial  wine,  in  a  draught  at  bed-time.  Lemonade  was  ordered 
for  common  drink ;  and  a  calomel  bolus  in  the  morning.  . 
Dec.  15.  The  febrile  (ymptoms  continued ;  countenance  flufhed ;  eyes  red ; 
tongue  foul  and  dry ;  there  was  a  painful  tumor  in  the  left  groin. 


«^ 
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» 

the  fize  of  a  pigeon's  egg;  has  had  fibols.  The  oily  fri6lions  were 
made  tiie  of  this  mornings  and  the  anodyne  and  antimoniai  draught 
repeated  at  bed- time. 

The  patient  perfpired  copioufly  after  the  oily  friction :  tumor  Dec.  16« 
neither  enlarged  nor  more  painful ;  the  heat  of  ikin  diminifhed ; 
countenance  rather  pale ;  eyes  clear ;  one  fiool ;  tongue  white :  he 
was  rather  flow  in  anfwering  queftions :  the  fridion  was  repeated  ^ 
this  morning.  Soon  after  he  had  a  vomiting  of  bile^  and  had  loofe 
ftools :  fmall  draughts  of  warm  water  were  given,  followed  by  a 
doie  of  laudanum. 

Pafled  a  reftle(s  night ;  occailonally  delirious ;  vomiting  had  Dec.  17. 
ceafed ;  looicneis  continued ;  tongue  white,  with  great  third;  the 
bubo  in  the  groin  had  a  biackifli  colour;  when  he  was  feniiblei  he 
complained  of  general  pains ;  the  perfpiration  from  the  fridions 
continued.  Several  purple  ipots  upon  different  parts  of  the  body : 
the  anodyne  without  the  antimoniai  wine  repeated. 

PafTed  a  reftleis  night ;  delirium  continued ;  loofenefs  abated ;  Dec.  18. 
only  two  ftools  the  laft  twenty-four  hours;  tongue  white,  with 
great  thirft ;  the  petechioe  more  numero\is ;  the  bubo  rather  dimi* 
aifhed,  but  retaining  the  biackifli  colour;  ikin  hot  and  dry;  re* 
peated  the  friAion  in  the  morning.  However,  about  one  o'clock 
P.  M.  he  was  very  rcftlefi  and  delirious,  and  attempted  to  get  out 
of  the  tent :  after  theie  efforts  he  became  more  calm,  and  at  four 
o'clock  P.  M,  expired. 

The  body  was  interred  by  Arabs  immediately,  and  the  tent,  and 
every  article  within  it,  deftroyed  by  fire. 
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A  case  of        ^  ^jyy  artificer,  Alley ^  had  ieveral  exteniive  venereal  ulcerations 

lues  venereal  "^ 


with  secon-  Jq  ^^  throat,  upon  the  tonfils,  and  pofterior  part  of  the  palate,  ac- 
r"nitro  ^^^  companicd  with  venereal  blotches  upon  the  face,  legs,  &c.     He  had 
C*t)*^       likewifc  chancres.     He  had  taken  no  medicine  whatever. 
0€t.  21.        I  ordered  him  the  nitrous  acid^  diluted  in  the  ufual  manner,  and 

1801. 

gradually  increafed  the  daily  dofe  of  one  drachm  to  two  and  three 
drachms.  In  the  ufe  of  this  remedy  he  perievered  without  any 
interruption,  gradually  getting  better,  until  the  2gth  November, 
when  he  complained  of  pain,  and  uneafinefs  of  the  ftomach  from 
the  medicine,  which  induced  me  to  lay  it  afide  for  a  few  days,  and 
to  fubftitiite  to  it  the  oxygenated  muriate  of  potafli,  in  dofes  of  fif- 
teen grains  four  times  daily. 

Perceiving  on  the  Gth  Deceqaber  a  fmall  recent  ulcer  on  the  left 
t6niil,  I  refumed  the  ufe  of  the  acid  in  do&s  of  two  and  three 
drachms  daily,  in  the  ufual  diluted  manner;  and  continued  this 
treatment  until  the  1  Gth  December,  when  the  throat,  chancres, 
arid  eruptions  upon  the  fkin,  had  perfedly  difappeared.  During  the^ 
cure  a  folution  of  cerufla  acetata,  with  lint,  was  applied  to  the 
chandres. 

Not  one  grain  of  mercury  in  any  fbape  was  employed  in  the  above 
cafe. 

The  general  health  and  fbrength  of  the  patient  were  much  im- 
proved during  the  ufe  of  the  acid. 
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An  AhJiraSi  of  Officers ^  noU'Commifftoned  Officers^  Privates^  &c.  wh^ 

compofed  the  Military  Miffion  in  1  799. 


Officers,  royal  artillery,  royal  engineers,  &c.  &c.      •     .     . 
Non-commiffioned  officers  and  privates,  royal  artillery 
Non-commiffioned  officers  and  privates  of  the  royal  military 

artificers •     •     .     • 

Civil  artificers ^ 

Total     •     . 


13 

30 


24 
9 


70 


N.  B.  With  thefc  18  women  and  16  children  left  England. 


AN  ABSTRACT  OF  DEATHS  OF  OFFICERS  AND  MEN, 

From  January  1799,  to  October  1802. 


Di&afes  which  proved  fatal* 


The  Number 

of  Deaths  from 

each  Difeafe. 


Fever.  Malignant,  bilious,  remittent     - 

Dyfentery       .--- 

Plague  --•-- - 

Drowned  ---------- 

Pcfton*  Complaints      -.--.- 
Diieafed  Liver     --..---- 

Convulfive  Affeftion,  apparently  brought 
on  by  extreme  fatigue  and  great  ex- 
pofure  to  the  fun      -     .    .    .    -    • 


Total    - 


••■ 


Two  of  thefc  were  OfBcers. 


An  Officer. 


N.  B.  Three  women  and  fix  children  died  from  fever,  dyfentery,  convulfions^ 

&c.  One  of  the  women  died  under  fufpicious  fymptoms  of  plague. 

-  '     ■       '        .  -- 

*  Several  deaths  among  the  privates  have  happened  fince  1  left  Alexandria.    IVo  of  them 

were  cafes  of  plague. 
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HISTORICAL  JOURNAL  OF  PLAGUK 
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A  S  I  have  neither  the  intention  nor  the  ability  to  enter  fuIFj 
'^  ^  into  the  general  hiftory  of  plague,  with  all  its  varieties  and 
particulars,  I  muil  refer  the  reader,  who  may  wifii  for  fuch  general 
information,  tothofc  authors  who  have  profeiTedly  written  upon  the 
fubjcdt ;  and  confine  myfelf  to  the  relation  of  the  incidents  and  faAs 
coIleAed  in  ttie  country,  with  the  feveral  cafes  of  plague  which  I 
have  feen,  and  alio  heard  defcribed*  I  truft  and  hope,  that  as  theie 
remarks  are  noticed  and  detailed  faithfully,  and  no  particular  hypo* 
thefis  e^oufed  by  me  at  the  time  they  were  written,  I  (hall  have 
lefs  appreheniion  of  incurring  the  fufpicion,  either  of  having  written 
y^iih  a  view  to  fupport  a  particular  theory^  or  of  claiming  any  merit 
from  the  mode  of  treatment  fuggeftcd. 

In  the  moft  violent  attacks  of  plague  the  vital  principle  appears 
to  be  fuddenly,  in  a  great  meafure,  cxtinguiflied ;  or  otheiwifc  fo 
much  enfeebled,  as  to  render  the  iyftcm  capable  of  reiifting  the  firft 
ihock  of  the  difeafe  only  for  a  very  ihort  time^ 

Examples  of  this  kind  occurred.  Several  of  the  fepoys  of  the 
Indian  army  in  Egypt,  and  others,  appeared  to  fink  under  the  firft 
impreifion  of  the  contagion*  their  attack  being  fudden,  inftantaneous^ 
and  violent.  I  was  informed  that  feveral  dropt  down  when  in  the 
f^nksj  and  died  within  a  few  hours  afterwards* 
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.  A  civil  artificer  died  after  thirt^-iiz  hours  illneis* 
.  A  choarbadgi,  or  colonel  of  Janiflaries^  died  at  the  expiration  of 
two  days,  within  our  buildings  at  Cairo.     The  death  of  theie  two 
individuals  was  inftantaneous^  and  without  a  ftruggle. 

The  plague  may  be  defined  to  be  a  difeafe  fui  gemris,  which  can' 
zffcGt  perfbns  nK>re  than  once  in  their  lives ;  and,  from  a  variety  of 
qircumflanccs,  is  evidently  contagious. 

The  moft  evident  and  leading  fymptoms  which  attend  this  dread* 
ful  malady,  are  head*ach ;  more  -or  lefs  fever ;  thiril: ;  generally  an 
intenie  or  burning  internal  heat  about  the  praecordta ;  naufea,  and 
occafional  vomiting ;  the  veiTels  of  the  eyes  are  turgid,  accompanied 
with  diarrhoea  (which  is  often  a  troublefohie  and  dangerous  iymp* 
torn) ;  haemorrhage^;  delirium ;  petechia&,.and large  livid  fpots  cover 

0 

the  body  in  different  parts ;  buboes  in  the  groin,  axillse,  Arc. ;  car-- 
buncles ;  an  early  and  great  proflratipn  of  ftrength,  &c.  &c. 

Sometimes  the  difeafe  is  ufhered  in  fuddcniy  and  violently ;  at 
others  the  fymptoms  commence  more  flowly,  and  with  more  mode- 
ration. This  variety  and  manner  in  the  mode  of  attack  may  pro^ 
bably  depend  upon  ibme  particular  difpofition  or  conftitution  of  the 
fubje(ft,  or  nature  of  the  prevailing  epidemic. 

Upon  the  decline  of  the  plague  feafbn,  feveral  patients  are  feen  to 
recover:  the  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe  at  this  period  are  more  tnode*^ 
rate,  and  favourable  to  recovery.  We  had  examples  of  this  kind 
while  with  the  Ottoman  army  at  Jaffa,  &c.  in  Syria.  The  fame 
fa£t  is  obferved  at  Conftantinople.  Although  it  has  been  noticed 
that  the  plague  does  not  frequently  attack  the  &me  perfbn  more  than 
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once  in  the  iame  pefttferous  icaibn,  yet  there  are  inftance?  where 
this  has  happened,  and  where  the  relapfeis  which  have  occurred  have 
proved  fatal* 

The  great  Mameluke  chief,  Mourad  Bey,  fell  a  viAim  to  a  fecond* 
attack  in  1801. 

The  conftitutiohs  have  been  thought  more  (ccurc  from  a  fecond 
attack,  or  even  relapfe  of  difeaic,  when  the  fuppurations  have  been 
more  complete.  A  good  fuppuration  afforded  the  natives  a  good 
prognoiis,  they  thinking  it  gave,  a  more  favourable  iiluc  to  the  difeafe. 

When  the  buboes  fubfide,  in  place  of  coming  forward,  apprchen- 
fions  are  always  entertained  for  the  fafcty  of  the  patient  r  for  which 
reafbn  warm  plailers  and  cataplafms  are  applied.  However,  the 
perfcft  or  imperfcft  fuppuration  of  buboes  appears  rather  as  an  index 
of  the  ftate  of  the  vital  energy  in  the  iyftem,  than  neceffary  or  ufe- 
ful  as  an. outlet  for  morbific  matter.  The  pain  of  the  buboes  is  fomc- 
times  moft  excmciating,  and  the  furfaces  are  at  times  difcoloured 
even  to  a  livid  or  deep  black  colour ;  at  other  times  the  pain  is 
trifling,  accompanied  with  little  or  no  difcolouration  of  the  ikin. 
.  It  is  iingular,  that  at  this  prefent  day  there  fliould  exift  oppofite 
opinions  refpeding  the  contagious  principle  of  plague*  There  are 
profeilional  men  who  have  come  forward,  pubHlhed,  and  difavowcd 
the  contagion  of  plague.  There  are  others  who  have  fb  far  encou- 
raged and  adopted  this  dangerous  do6lrine,  as*  to  have  put  it  to  the 
tcft  of  experiment  by  the  inoculation  of  themrdrcs.  Dr.  White, 
formerly  a  navy  fui^eon,  when  in  Egypt  in  1801,  had  the  temerity 
to  inoculate  himfelf  in  the  arms  with  recent  matter  taken-  from  the 
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Imbo  of  a  pefliferous  padeat^*  and  likewiic  rubbed  the  iame  matter 
upon  different  parts  of  his  body.  Not  content  with  endangering  his 
own  life,  he  wrapt  his  Arab  iervant  in  the  bedding  of  an  individuai 
lately  dead  of  plague.  The  difeaie  was  fully  produced  upon  himielf^ 
and  buboes  formed*  He  died,  I  believe  the  fourth  6iBcy  from  attack; 
The  Arab  fled.  I  had  endeavoured  to  difcourage  hiol  from  purili** 
ing  this  dangerous  opinion,  that  the  plague  was  not  conta^ous,  the 
contrary  appearing  fo  manifeft  to  me  upon  a  variety  of  occafions. 

To  corroborate  this  latter  opinion,  I  have  to  relate  ibme  few  fad& 
A  pelice,  the  property  of  a  Turk  who  died  firom  plague,  was  given  to 
another,  who,  without  fear  or  thought,  put  it  on  his  back,  caught 
the  infedion,  and  quickly  died.  In  this  way  this  pelice  might  have 
pafled  into  the  hands  of  twenty  more,  with  the  iame  apathy  and 
fatal  eficAs. 

A  gunner  of  artillery  belonging  to  the  military  miilion  entered  the 
tent  of  a  pefliferous  patient,  contrary  to  orders ;  fupportcd  the 
ilioulders  of  the  patient,  while  he  took  drink  ;  immediately  caught 
the  infedion,  and  died  at  the  end  of  £ve  days,  with  buboes  and 
iymptoms  of  plague.     Vide  cafe  of  gunner  Cowden,  page  5 1 2. 

I  received  infomiation  from  the  Imperial  Conful  and  others  at 
Cairo^  that  in  )  80 1  a  veiTel  arrived  at  Boulac  from  Upper  Egypt, 
laden  with  fenha.  The  crew  related  to  the  conful,  that  they  had 
loft  two  men  after  twenty- four  hours  illneis,  which  report,  from  all 
the  accounts  he  could  colled,  induced  him  to  believe  the  diieafe  to 

^  sir  Robert  WiUbn  fays,  tliis  was  done  to  try  the  eficAs  of  inocuhtioo^  as  in  fmall* 
f(n^i  and  to  afccrtaia  whether  it  would  produce  a  milder  difeafe* 
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have  been  plague.  He  made  kaown  the  circumftance^  and  the  he^ 
ceffity  there  was  for  the  veflel  to  be  put  under  quarantine,  previouiljr 
Xo  her  departure  for  Upper  Egypt.  His  laudable  advice  vras  no* 
gleded,  although  he  had  been  a  reiident  in  Egypt  forty  years.  On 
the  arrival  of  the  veflel  at  the  place  of  deftination  in  Upper'  Egypt, 
mly  one  of  the  crew  was  alive  to  relate  the  difm&l  ftory  ;  the  reft 
had  fallen  vidims  to  the  plague  on  their  pailage. 

This  unfortunate  man  tranfported  with  him  the  iecds  of  the  dif-- 
eaie  to  his  home,  where  he  ibon  died,  and  many  others  likewife. 

We  iqet^  even  among  the  Turks,  with  fome  individuals  who 
believed  in,  and  were  aware  of>  the  contagious  property  of  plague* 
Mahmoud  Reif  Efiendi^  the  Reis  Effendi,  or  ^rcretary  of  ftate  for 
foreign  afiairs,  was  extremely  watchful  and  attentive  to  keep  the 
dileafe  and  infedion  from  himfelf  and  fuite,  by  afTiduouily  adopting 
fumigations  of  fulphur,  &c.  before  and  after  every  vifit  which  he 
made  in  camp,  and  by  not  fuffering  a  vifit  from  any  one  fufpeded, 
without  ventilation,  fumigation  of  his  tent,  fophas,  &c.  &c.  Even 
the  religions  bar  among  the  Mahomedans  refpeding  wine  he  readily 
overcame,  whqn  told  that  with  bark  it  was  a  good  prcfcrvative. 

An  old  barber  doftor  in  Cairo  died  in  the  year  1801,  from  plague, 
at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-fix  years.  This  man  had  long  bccti 
celebrated  among  peftiferous  patients,  attended,  and  bled  them  occa<> 
fionally,  and  at  the  age  of  ninety*-fix  years  caught,  for  the  fird  time^ 
the  infedion,  under  which  he  funk. 

A  pcrfon  in  Cairo,  interpreter  to  a  French  officer,  who  h^d  /alkn 
a  vidlim  to  plague  in  1801,  caught  the  infcdion  from  his^  mafter. 
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and  communicated  the  diieaie  to  bis  mother,  niece,  and  another 
peribn  within  the  fame  houfe,  all  of  whom  died,  while  two  fmall 
children  in  the  fame  family  efcaped  infedion. 

The  interpreter  related  to  me  the  manner  of  attack,  &c.  &c.  The* 
firft  iymptom  of  indifpofition  which  he  was  fenfible  of,  was  a  fmall 
pimple,  iituatcd  upon  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen,  which  ra- 
pidly inflamed,  enlarged,  and  became  painful,  furrounded  with  a 
livid  circle.  At  this  time  he  was  feized  with  fhiverings,  followed  by 
an  intense  burning  heat,  internal  as  well  as  external,  accompanied 
with  head-ach,  and  pains  of  the  knees  and  joints.  He  bad  a  nauiea 
and  vomiting,  and  a  bubo  appeared  in  each  groin.  In  two  or  three 
days  a  loofenefs  came  on. 

To  the  buboes  a  pitch  plailer  was  applied  to  promote  fuppuration, 
which,  when  effeded,  they  were  opened.  The  carbiincle,  which 
formed  from  the  pimple  upon  the  abdomen,  was  left  to  burft  of 
itfclf. 

The  patient  took  no  medicines;  .he  was  aware  of  the  nature  of 
his  complaint,  and  kept  his  mind  tranquil ;  as  he  was  thoroughly 
convinced  that  thi^  was  abfblutely  neceiTary  for  his  own  fafety.  He 
made  uie  of  a  light  diet. 

It  is,  indeed,  pretty  generally  remarked,  that  tranquillity  of  mind 
is  of  the  utmoft  importance  in  plague. 

It  is  obierved  by  the  French,  that  the  plague  which  comes  from 

» 

Upper  Egypt,  is  the  moft  aAive  and  fatal ;  it  is  true,  that  the  year 
1 801  afforded  a  dreadful  example  of  its  malignity  and  deftruAive  in- 
fluence. The  difeaie  was  fo  general,  and  fb  fatal  where  it  raged, 
that  whole  villages,  towns>  and  diftrifts,  had  their  inhabitants  fwept 

3  X 
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off  by  this  cruel  fcourge,  while  the  cattle  were  ftraying  about  for 
food  and  owners,* 

The  difeaie  is  faid  to  travel  progreilively  from  Datnafcus  in  Syria, 
from  town  to  town,  undl  it  arrives  in  Egypt.  Sometimes  it  com- 
mences at  Cairo,  and  travels  through  Syria  ;  and  then  the  interme- 
diate towns  and  places,  one  aft;er  the  other,  fuiFer  this  fcourge  of 
human  afilii^ion. 

Thoie  who  believe  that  plague  is  not  contagious,  fupport  their 
opinions  by  bringing  forward  a  number  of  incidents  to  prove, ''  that 
perfons  who  have  been  expofed  to  peftiferous  patients,  and  who 
have  had  communication  with  iiippoied  infeded  merchandize^ 
clothes,  &c.  &c.  have  efcaped  without,  receiving  the  infcAion.*^ 
The  fame  thing  happens  nearly  with  fmalUpoz.  Indeed,  repeated 
inocuUtiona  are  occaiionally  abfblutely  neccBTaxy  to  produce  the  vario- 
loU3  infection.  This  fa6t  would  feem  to  imply,  that  a  certain  fufcep- 
tibility  is  required  to  receive  the  infe<%ion. 

Although  an  individual  may  have  happily  efcaped  infe^ioii  at 
€me  time,  yet  it  does  not  follow  that  the  fame  good  fortime  may 
attend  him  at  another ;  this  fame  want  of  fufceptibility,  or  what- 

» 

ever  may  be  the  power  of  refifling  its  baneful  effeds, '  may  not 
always  continue  to  pervade  the  habit :  and,  tbere&re,  the  negle6fc 
of  laudable,  ufefiil,  and  necefiary  precautions,  may  tend  ultimately 
to  overthrow  the  mofl  hardy  and  intrepid ;  nM)re  particularly  as  the 
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*  This  remark  of  the  French  does  not  correipond  exadtiy  with  the  information 
mbidx  I  colleJEted  in  Egypt,  at  Guro :  from  the  moft  refpe^ble  inhabitants  I  was  in-^ 
formed,  that  tho  plague  is  not  only  Icis  frequent  in  Upper  Egypt  than  in  hcmtt 
Egypt>  but  that  the  moft  violent  cafes  of  infe^on  wore  thought  ia  general  to  be  t 
parted  from  Syria  and  Lower  Egypt* 
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goaeral  Curat! Ye  means  are  fb  extremely  deficient,  or  inefficacious  ia 
plague. 

With  all  the  fafis  before  my  eyes,  I  have  teen  aflonifhed  at  tfcc 
indifierence  of  the  Mufiulmen  employed  in  the  burial  of  the  dead^ 
to  iee  them  handle  and  touch  the  bodies  of  peftiferoiis  fubjecfb^  as 
though  they  had  died  of  common  difeafes.  Every  corpfe  of  a  muf- 
fulman  is  regularly  wafhed  and  fhaved  before  interment ;  and  thefe 
interments  are  compleat  nuifances,  the  body  being  fcarcely  covered 
by  the  earth.  The  putrid  exhalations,  therefore,  from  their  ceme* 
taries,  or  burial-grounds,  are  prodigiouily  ofienfive  in  hot  weather. 
The  perfons  employed  in  the  interments,  are,  however,  faid  to  catch 
the  diieafe  occaiionally  and  die. 

Query.  Probably  the  iame  aAive  infeAion  is  not  to  be  received 
from  the. dead  fubjed  as  from  the  living  ?  It  being  faid^ ''  that  the 
''  moil:  favourable  and  fure  period  for  the  propagation  of  plague,  is 
"  during  the  ftate  of  fever. 

A  peribn  long  refident  in  Egypt  aiTured  me,  ^'  that  the  difeafe^ 
for  the  moft  part,  appeared  among  the  inhabitants  in  the  follow- 
ing order : 

'^  Blacks  and  negroes^ 
^*  Mamelukes  and  whites ;  and  laftly, 
^'  The  natives  of  the  country/* 

In  thefe  peftiferous  countries^  the  precautions  which  the  Chrif*- 
tians  take»  render  them  lefs  fiibjed  to  plague  than  the  Mahome- 
tans.  Yet  we  are  told,  that  out  of  270  Grrtfeks,  inhabitants  of 
Cairo,  feventy  died  of  plague  in  1801.     l^he  Bedouia  Arabs  of  die 
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defert^  are  fald  to  be  much  lefs  fubjeA  to  plague^  than  the  Fellahs^ 
or  Arab  inhabitants  of  towns  and  villages. 

^  It  b  generally  remarked^  that  a  deviation  firom  a  light  diet  under 
this  difeafe,  and  after  its  recent  difappearance,  is  frequently  produc- 
tive of  mifchief^  in  as  much  as  it  favours  a  relapie^  or  protradls  re- 
coTeiy. 

The  danger  is  proportioned  to  the  diminution  of  vital  energy, 
and  extent  of  fever.     Deaths  happen  from  the  firft  to  the  ieventh, 
and  even  eleventh  days  of  the  difeafe ;  the  moft  frequent  from  the 
fourth  to  the  eleventh  day :  yet  fatal  terminations  occur  often  at 
the  expiration  of  twelve  or  twenty- four  hours.     Among  the  youths 
and  middle  aged  there  is  faid  to  be  the  greateft  number  of  deaths. 
;  In  Egypt^  the  plague  prevails  when  the  Nile  is  low,  about  the 
months  of  March,  Aprils  May,  and  June ;  at  the  latter  end  of 
June,  the  difeafe  is  for  the  moft  part  obferved  to  be  upon  the  de- 
cline.    At  this  period  the  weather  is  extremely  hot,  and  the  heat 
generally  continues  during  the  months  of  July  and  Auguft.  In  June 
1801,  Fahrenheit's  thermometer  fluduated  in  the  ihade  at  Cairo, 
from  100  to  108  degrees;  while  in  July  and  Auguft  the  higheft 
was  ]  o6  degrees :  the  heat  was  oppreflive,  being  refleded  from  the 
neighbouring  mountains  of  Mokkattam. 

At  Conftantinople,  the  cold  weather  in  winter  is  obim^ed  to  put 
a  ftpp  to  plague.  We  have  therefore  fecn,  that  the  extremes  of 
hciit  and  cold  are  unfavourable  to  the  propagation  of  plague. 

Since  the  trade  with  Egypt  has  been  interrupted  during  the  war, 
Conftantinople  has  fuftered  but  little  from  plague  for  the  three  laft 
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years.  From  the  beft  information  received^  and  observations  recently 
made>  it  would  appear  that  the  plague  is  a  native  of  Africa^  and  of 
Ada.  It  is  remarked  by  the  inhabitants,  that  the  difeafe  is  more 
prevalent  at  Rofetta,  than  in  any  other  town  or  part  of  Egypt.  The 
ibeets  of  Roietta  arc  extremely  narrow  and  very  dirty.  The  man*- 
ner  in  which  the  inhabitants  live  croudedly  together,  would  appear 
fufficient,  in  a  fU^ant  ftate  of  the  atmofphere,  in  moft  of  their 
towns,  &c.  to  generate  peililential  or  malignant  difeafes.  The  very 
few  comforts  and  conveniencies  which  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  poorer 
clafs  of  the  natives  in  Egypt,  by  far  the  moil  numerous,  would  lead 
one  naturally  to  expedl  great  mortality  when  the  plague  prevails 
among  them.    Dreadful  examples  arc  feen  annually  to  happen. 

When  I  was  at  Roietta,  in  February  1802,  I  perceived  fwampy^ 
boggy  grounds  near  to  the  town,  the  ditches,  and  fmall  canals  con- 
tiguous to  which,  and  the  gardens,  had  oiFeniive  ilagnant  waters 
within  them.*  At  this  time  the  plague  had  broken  out  at  Rofetta, 
and  furaiihed  feveral  fatal  examples  to  the  Engliih,  Greeks,  and 

« 

Arabs.  The  fears  and  appreheniions  were  fo  great  at  Alexandria, 
reipeding  the  communication  with  Rofetta,  that  the  Commander 
in  Chief,  Lord  Cavan,  obliged  all  veiTels  and  peribns  coming  from 

— — ^ -' 

•  •  This  obTenation,  <:onneAed  with  the  preceding  one,  that  the  plague  prevails 
when  the  Nile  is  low,  appears  to  render  it  probable  that  this  difeafe  is  merely  a  malig- 
nant remittent  fever.  This  will  appear  ftill  more  probable,  when  it  is  confidered,  that 
dttboes  and  glandular  ablcefles  are  common  in  Syria,  in  cafes  where  the  plague  is  not 
fuppofed  to  be  concerned. 

.  Sir  Robert  Wilfon  appears  to  have  formed  the  above  opinion.  See  his  Work.  Alfb 
fee.  Journal  of  Syria,  Feb.  7,  1  SO  1  • 
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t%e  latter  plaice,  to  perform  quarantine  prcrionil^  to  their  entry  iat9- 
Alexandria. 

The  difeaie  had  appeared  at  Akxaridrta  bdfdrc  I  left  it  in  March^ 
and  feveral  bad  died  in  the  lazaretto.  This  cbntagioii  Vda  £uppoie4 
to  have  been  imported  from  Roiibtta.  The  plague  is  generally  oh* 
ferved  to  commence  ia  commercial  places;  and  this  circomftance 
probably  giirve  rife  to  the  idea^  that  contagion  was  imported  in  articles 
of  merchandize,  &c»  from  difbant  parts..^ 

At  the  termination  of  the  plague  fea£m».when  one  may  naturally 
iuppoie  that  there  is  the  greateft  accumulation  of  infeded  Materials, 
clothing,  bedding,  tents,  &c.  it  is  fingular  (unleis  heat  be  admitted 
as  an  ufeful  agent  in  deftroying  contagion),  that  the  diieaie  Ihould^. 
as  it  were,  diiappear  of  itielf,  and  that  rather  fuddenly.f 

•  Dr.  Mead  has  thus  written  in  his  Difcourfe  upon  Plague,  page  263.  **  JFrom  all 
^  that  has  been  faid  it  appears  very  plainly,  that  tlie  pU^c  is  a  real.  poifon>  whichf 
**  being  bred  in  the  fouthem  parts  of  the  "world,  is  carried  by  conferee .  into  other 
**  countries,  particularly  into  Turkey,  where  it  maintains  itielf  by  a  kind  of  circulation 
^  finom  perfons  to  goods,  which  is  chiefly  owing  to  the  ne^igence  of  the  peo|rfe 
^  there,  wh2>  are  fttqudly  carelefs  in  this  affair :  that  when  the  conftitution  of  the  air 
**  happens  to  favour  infection,  it  rages  there  with  great  violence :  that  at  that  time 
^*  more  efpecially  difeafed  perfons  give  it  to  one  another,  and  from  them  cont^oni 
^  matter  is  lodged  in  g<}ods  of  a  loofe  and  foft  texture,  which,  beiog  packed  up,  and 
^*  carried  into  other  countries,  let  out  when  opened  the  imprifoned  feeds  of  contagion, 
*'  and  produce  the  difeafe,  whenever  the  air  is  diipoied  to  give  them  force ;  otherwife 
*'  they  may  be  diflipated,  without  any  confiderable  ill  ettt&st  ond'teftty,  that!  theair 
**  does  not  ufually  diffufe  and  fpread  thefe  to  any  great  diftaace,  if  intepcourfe  and 
•*  commerce  with  the  place  infeAed  be  ftriftly  prevented/* 

t  An  additional  corroboration  of  the  opinion,  that  a  marih  vapor  may  be  the  canft 
of  plague,  and  that  plague  is  only  a  modification  of  remittent  fever*  The  difibftnce 
of  opinion  as  to  its  contagious  nature  not  being  demonftrated)  fbmifhes  another  cir- 
cumftance  in  favour  of  the  idea.  See  what  follows  in  diis  Joamal>  wd  fe^  2M6  lAodkafl 
Journal  of  Syria,  Feb.  7,  x8oi. 
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A  fever  vrith  xxudignaht  fymptoms  prevailed  in  the  neighbourliood 
of  Conftantinoplc  in  the  autamn  of  1 790-  Sevaral  fetal  cafes  of  this 
fever,  which  have  been  already  detailed,  occurred  in  the  military 
xniliion  in  barracks  at  Levant  Chifiick. 

f  *T^  deaths  happened  £rom  the  fifth  to  the  feventh  day*  The 
:&ver  was  accompanied  witK  occafional  fallowhe£,  or  yellow  colour 
of  the  fkin>  dark  livid  fpots,  petechias,  and  a  train  of  unfavourable 
^iymptoms*  However,  the  chara<5leriftics  of  plague  were  not  prefent; 
there  were  neither  glandular  fWellings,  buboes,  nor  carbuncles,  &:c. 

'  When  thA  Nile  is  low,  and  when  the  foil  of  Egypt  is  in  the  higheft 
dftate  of  di;ynei3,\which  happens  about  the  months  of  April,  May^  and 
June,: eddies  of  wind  carry  into  the  air  great  quantities  of  fine  duft» 
About  this  time  the  hot  kampfin  wdnds  blow  from  the  ibuth  and 
£»uth-eaft..occafionally,  raifing  imfmcnie  clouds  of  this  fine  iiibtle 
daft  into  the  atmofpbere,  to  the  great  diftrefs  of  all  animals*  The 
inconvenience  which  occafionally  enfues  from  thefe  hot  icorching 
winds  is  very  great  to  man,  as  well  as  to  animals.  Camels,  fowls, 
^.  are  iaid  to  have  periihed  at  Belbeis  and  elfc where,  in  the  month 
of:  June  180U  This  wind  is  called  kantpjin,  which  in  Arab  implies 
^tjfy  to  denote  that  thelc  wirids  will  occafionally  blow  during  the 
fpace  of  fifty  days.  From  them  the  Ikin  becomes  dry  and  parched, 
^odocing  great  languor,  and  proflration  of  fbrength,  which*  take  ofE 

bU.  ability  and  indinatvdn  Cd  move.     TRe  whole  of^  the  atnaofphcre 

.  •  »    •  • 

is  at  this  time  obfcured  with  the  duft,  which  is  fo  very  ftibtle,  that 
it  pervades  the  niceft  faftening.  The  atf  feels  as  though  ifluing  from 
thamouth  of  an^dven^'andthe-^nds  as^ough  on  fiire;  all  metallic 
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fubftances  become  tmpleafantly  warm  to  the  touch.  At  this  period 
the  plague  is  faid  to  be  more  general  and  fataU   * 

In  the  month  of  June  the  Ottoman  army  occtipied  the  right  bank 
of  the  Nilci  on  its  approach  towards  Cairo.  At  that  time  the  Nile 
was  low^  and  the  water  fouL  Many  people  were  feized  with  fudileit 
retching  and  vomiting,  without  pain,  or  any  other  indifpofition.: 
this  complaint  fbon  fubfided. 

At  firft  I  fought  for  the  caufc  in  the  negleded'  copper  kitchen 
utenfils  belonging  to  the  Turki(h  cooks.  Some  attributed  this  com- 
plaint to  the  waters  of  the  Nile.  The  iame  thing,  however,  oc- 
curred to  thoie  who  drank  of  the  waters  procured  from  the  weUs  of 
Mattaree.  I  rather  attributed  this  afFedion  to  weaknefs  and  great 
irritability  of  ftomach,  brought  on  by  fatigue,  heat,  &c.  Dy fpeptic 
complaints  are  extremely  common  among  the  Ottomans.  Their 
extremely  greafy  diet  is  no  doubt  one  of  the  caufcs  of  this  diibrder. 

About  the  above  time  we  had  many  cutaneous  affedtons.  A  pain- 
ful puftulary  eruption,  which  was  very  troublefbme,  broke  out  upon 
the  body  in  various  parts.  Repeated  gent}e  ialine  purges  and  anti- 
monials  were  ufeful  in  removing  this  complaint.  The  occiiional 
uie  of  the  warm  bath  at  Cairo  affifled  in  the  removal  of  the  difeafed 
ftate  of  the  ikin. 

The  French  notice  a  fimilar  cutaneous  complaint  which  happened 
to  them,  and  which  they  attribu.ted  to  the  waters  of  the  .Nile ;  and 
hence  called  it  bouton  du  Nil. 

When  the  Nile  begins,  to  rife^  the  water. is  nearly  clear;  ioon 
afterwards  it  aiTumes  a  grtenifh,  and  then  an  ochrcy  colour.  .  The 
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earthy  matter  with  which  the  water  is  at  this  time  abundantly 
loaded,  is  ufually  fuffered  to  fubfide  before  the  water  is  drank.  For 
this  purpoie  great  uie  is  made  in  Egypt  of  a  porous  earthen  ycScl, 
which  is  made  in  the  country,  called  birdack,  and  in  which  the  water 
is  kept  to  allow  the  earth  to  fall  to  the  bottom.  Thcfe  veflels  are 
placed  in  front  of  the  windows,  and  being  extremely  porous,  the 
water  iiTues  through  them,  and  hencc^  by  the  external  evaporatioa 
from  their  iidesj,  the  contained  water  is  rendered  extremely  cool  and 
agreeable,  particularly  in  a  climate  like  that  of  Egjrpt.  This  is  indeed 
a  great  luxury  to  the  inhabitants,  whofe  common  bever&ge  is  waten 

The  various  colours  which  the  water  of  the  Nile  aiTumes  at  dif- 
ierent  times  may  probably:  be  owiqgto  the  different  kinds  of  earth 
wafhed  into  the  river  by  the  heavy  rains  which  fall  in  Abyiiinia,  and 
other  remote  parts.  In  the  kingdom  of  Sanaar  the  (oil  is  (aid  to  be 
of  a  reddifli  colour ;  if  i:>y  this  may  probably  give  the  water  of  the 
Nile  its  ochrey  appearance.  One  can  fcarcely  imagine  that  a  iuffi- 
ciency  of  putrid  vegetable  matter  could  fall  into  the  Nile  to  give  it 
the  greenifh  colour,  which  fbme  perfbns  have  been  inclined  to  attri* 
bute  to  fuch  a  cauie. 

St.  John  s  day  has  been  long  celebrated  for  putting  an  end  to 
pla^e.  Certainly  about  this  period  we  did  obferve  in  Egypt  and 
Syria,  that  the  diicaie  was  upon  the  decline.  However,,  by  the  ere* 
dulous  great  virtues  are  attributed  to  the  copious  dews  w^hich  are 
obfcrved  to  fall  about  this  time.  Yet  throughout  the  fummer  the 
dews  are  ufually  heavy,  but  more  abundant  at  one  period  than  at 
another.  Thefe  dews  have  been  faid  to  poiTefs  very  ftrong  acid  pro- 
|)crties,  infomuch  that  metallic  fubftances  expofed  to  them  in  the 

8  Y 
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flight  ire  corroded  in  a  Ihort  time,  'the  truth  o^  this  remark  I  can- 
jftpt  confirm.  The  furface  of  the  ground  in  many  places,  particu* 
krly  about  the  mcyunds  of  laibbiflx  at  6airo)  i^  thickly  covered  with 
nitre ;  and  upon  the  iiland  of  Rondah  I  have  feen  the  earth  {6  ex** 
tremely  white  as  to  refembte  at  a  diftance  a  light  fell  of  fnow.* 

The  prevailing  winds>  in  June  and  Jvljy  were  H.  W.  How  Ga 
nay  thefe  winds  be  Serviceable  in  fuppreffing  the  plague  ? 

It  is  geAetally  believed  that  oontadl  ta  neceflary  to  comtntmicate 
plague ;  smd  ths^  II  peribn  may  hold  converfation  with  one  infeded 
i^ith  imptintty>  provided  he  does  not  toueh  him^  or  the  garments  of 
the  peftiferous.f 

By  the  ettreme  narrownefs  of  the  ftreets  of  Cairo  (a  remark  of 
general  application  to  the  town^  of  Turkey  )^  in  which  you  cannot 
walk,  however  public  or  frequented  they  may  be,  without  joftling, 
Or  touching  6thers  in  pailSng,  the  propagation  of  diicajfe  in  the  plague 
feaibn  is  wonderfully  facilitated.  When  it  appears  in  Cairo,  the 
Franks  or  Ohriftians  find  from  experience  that  their  only  fecurity 
confifts  in  Ihutting  themfelves  up  within  their  own  diftrids,  and 
within  their  own  dwellings,  until  the  difeaie  is  pdfiS^  over.  During 
this  confinement,  they  receive  thetr  provifions,  and  other  articles, 
through  a  hole  made  in  the  door>  or  wall,  for  the  purp<^ :  thcie 
viduals,  &c.  are  immerfed  ki  Water  previoufiy  to  their  bcii^  touched 

or  uled  by  them. 

1   -  -*  ■    - ' — *— — ^.^.^^^^ . .     — , — . — «_ — > — 1 — ^^^^^^ — ^^ — ^^^^.^ — ^^,.^.__^ 

*  This  faline  earth  the  inhabitants  coUeA  at  the  dofe  of  the  year  (November,  De- 
cember, &c.)  at  Cairo,  ted  wkh  it  make  the  nitre  vhich  is  employed  in  the  compofi- 
tioa  of  gunpowder,  &c. 

f ,  A  Smyrna  merchant,  who  has  long  lived  in  the  country,  afltired  me,  that  he 
alwdyi  took  care  to  get  to  the  windward  ftde  of  th«  patient,  as  a  neceflary  precaution^ 
when  in  converfation  with  a  peftiferous  ipbgiit 


The  natcrcbaritB  of  Cairo  pofitivejy  ftfjtrm,  that  tlac  oil-fdlcr»  and 
writer* carriers  (the  latter  arie  extretnely  numcrou*  in  Cairo),  a$  well 
«$  the  tannery,  are  not  fubjcd  to  plague^ 

At  the  time  when  the  plague  faged  at  JaCa,  ia  I8OO,  there  was  a 
great  mortality  among  the  cattle*  Eren  the  dog$  AilFcrcd  from  a 
violent  inflammation  and  fwelling  about  the  gemitaisi  &e> 

Notwithftanding  all  the  experience  <^f  the  French  tiid  odiers,  fiill 
the  preciaft  natnire  wd  oj^gin  of  plague  appears  to  be  iavolred  ijt 
doubt  aiwl  obiciarit}i^  ^omo  have  attributed  it  to  tlie  ftagoaat 
waten  of  ^be  Nik^  and  to  Odtain.  viciflitwdea  of  the  atmc^phere. 

It  is  obferved  by  J^n  I^fgieiiettes^  chief  phyfidan  to  the  French 
army  in  Egypt^  ^t  the  pla^gue  attiicka  more  particularly  ihofe  ex^ 
pi)icd  to  fudden  changes  pf  atmoipherc^p  fuch  as  bakos,  bladciiasitfas, 
cooks,  &c.  And  like)wiic»  that  men  givca  to  cxctfs  m  the  u&  q( 
Spirituous  liquoDB,  and  womc^,  are  rarely  cured  ef  plague. 

I  was  informed  by  a  readable  and  iimUUinibrmed  inhid^ltant^  and 
a  man  of  oblcr^atiim^  tn  Cairo*  that  after  a  plentcfial  iimndatioa  die 
plague  was  obierved  to  psrevaiL'*  And  further,  that  isdsen  fmall* 
pox  was  epidemical  w  Caino,  where  it  is  generally  vsty  fataU  tht 
inhabitants  ufually  expetft  plague  to  follow. 

^  S|0^flS  <i^  ^  C9iufttr7  imy  4bea  be  cqpiips^ 

'may  it  not  be  iappoie<d^  that  from  the  decgy  and  corruption  of  op^uch  MWal  or  vcgpf 
table  matter,  a  noxious  gas  may  be  generated  and  exhaled  by  an  ardent  heat  of  the 
tatu  JSiffirimt  to  produce  contagion  &ch  as  plague  f 

For  my  o^r^  j^urt  I  am  diffident  m  ibrming  an  Ijiypothefis  or  theory  fipon  pbgw^ 
feeing  that  the  French  phyficians  are  fb  filent  upon  the  fubjeA.  They  appear  to  have 
gained  little  or  no  better  iotdltgence  on  the  nature  and  cure  of  plague  thaxi  was  fo»> 
merly  Jaxownp  notwithjQandingfthcir  jfr^£)io^^hcM^  in  £g}3pt  ^vas  •  very  tMffi^SM. 

3  Y  2 
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In  a  corrcfpondence  with  the  Earl  of  Elgm  at  Conftantinople,  I 
lamented  I  was  not  in  poffeffion  of  the  vaccine  matter  to  introduce 
into  Cairo  this  difeafe,  which  has  been  diffufed  happily  over  a  great 
part  of  the  world,  to  the  great  fecurity  and  fafety  of  its  inhabitants, 
and  which  will  in  time,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  completely  annihilate 
fmall-pox  from  among  us. 

Plague  is  fure  to  make  its  appearance  animally  in  fome  part  of 
Egypt  or  the  other ;  cither  confining  its  baneful  efFefis  to  the  fpot 
where  it  firft  broke  out,  or  becomfing  otherwife  diflTufed,  and  Spread- 
ing like  wild-fire  through  villages,  towns,  and  diftrids,  fweeping  otE 
the  inhabitants  in  its  progrefs.  It  has  been  known  to  j:age  fatally 
at  Boulack,  and  difappear  without  enteriiiig  Grand  Cairo,  although 
a  diftance  of  only  two  miles.  Such  is  the  extraordinary  nature  of 
this  di&afe,  that  it  feenis  to  defy  all  reasoning. 

One  would  naturally  imagine  that  the  mode  in  which  the  poorer 
clafifes  of  people  who  inhabit  Cairo  and  other  towns  and  villages  in 
Egypt,  &c.  arc  crowded  together,  would  inevitably  be  produftive  of 
fome  difeaie,  particularly  in  fa  -  warm  a  climate,  one  inhabitant  of 
London  Appearing  on  an  average  to  occupy  as  much  fpacc  as  twenty 
in  Grand  Cairo. 

The  negle£):  of  cleanline&  in  the  inhabitants,  who  live  in  filthy 
and  confined  holes,  upon  a  poor  diet,  with  a  want  of  proper  and 
necefTary  clothing,  muft  co-operate  in  the  generation  of  malignant 
difeafes.  Again,  I  have  remarked,  that  when  the  Nile  is  low,  the 
canal  which  runs  through  and  about  Grand  Cairo,  is  no  longer  fup« 

ft 

plied  with  frefh  waters,  its  contents  becoming  flagnant,  and  the  re* 
ceptacle  for  much  filth  and  corruption,  fuclv  as  the  carcafles  of  dead 
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dogs>  cats,  &e;  and  the  rcfufe  of  much  animal  and  vegetable  matter. 
Indeed,  the  putrid  exhalations  ifluing  from  this  and  other  canals  in 
and  about  Cairo,  I  was  witnefs  to  in  1801,  and  cannot  help  think- 
ing that  thoie  who  are  iituated  near  them  muft  feel  its  baneful  efFccfts. 
However,  I  content  myfelf  to  relate  the  fad,  without  hazarding  a 
further  opinion. 

It  has  been  disputed  whetTier  plague  is  native  of  Turkey,  of  Egj^pt, 
or  of  Africa.  To  decide  may  be  difficult.  It  however  may  ba  wor- 
thy of  remark,  that  fmce  the  interruption  of  trade  between  Egypt 
and  .Conftantinople  during  the  war,  the  httcr  place  has  been  nearly 
free  from  plague. 

The  climate  and  air  of  Turkey  appear  to  be  good.  At  Conftan- 
tinople  the  inhabitants  are  not  Aibje6l  to  the  hot  fcorching  kampfia 
winds,  fb  diflreding  in  Egypt* 

It  is  a  well  known  faft,  that  the  plague  disappears  fuddenly,  and  as 
fuddenly  re-appears>  without .  affording  any  apparent  caufe  for  theft 
cbahges.  This  happened  while  wc  were  in  Syria,  &c.  with  the 
Ottoman  army. 

Fron^  all  that  one  has  feen  and  heard,  it  would  appear  either  that 
the  virus  of  plague  does  not  always  poifefs  the  fame  adtvity  and 
force,  or  that  certain  peribns  are  occaiionally  infufceptible  'of  its  ac- 
tion :  and  alio,  that  from  the  fudden  appearance  as  well  as  terminal 
tion  of  the  difeafe,.th€  ncceffity  of  fome  powerful  agent  is  implied  to 
put  the  contagion  into  adion,  and  give  it  its  full  force,  as  well  as  to 
deftroy  its  efFefts  when  prefent,  leaving,  however,  a  fufEciency  of 
the  contagious  principle  latent  within  the  country,  to  propagate  the 
difcafe>  whenever  fuch  circuniftanccs  IhaJl  favour  its  adion,  and  call 


534  HISTORICAL  JOURNAL 

it  forth,  withoiat  having  rccourfc  to  the  annual  generation  of  frcfli 
matter^  or  virus,  as  neccffary  to  account  £6r  the  re-appcarancc  of 
difcaie  at  each  plague  fcafon. 

May  it  be  imagined  that  this  agent  rcfides  in  the  atmofphere^ 
But  whether  this  peculiar  conftitution  of  the  air  coniifts  in  a  fuper* 
abundance,  or  in  a  diminution  of  the  ordinary  {>roportton  of  ozygene 
in  the  atmofphere,  or  in  the  combination  of  ibme  peculiar  gas,  or 
gafleSf  diCufed  in  it ;  or  whether  the  whole  may  be  brought  about 
by  variations  oftemperatuie  only,  coancScd  with  moiilssre  or  dry<- 
ne&  of  the  air,  2  mitft  confels  toy  inability  to  determine.  Time 
alone  may  unfold  this  myftery.  Indeed,  a  feries  of  eudiometrical 
«nd  other  obfervations,  continued  for  feveral  years,  at  the  different 
places  in  the  country,  might  poffibly  thn>w  (bme  light  upon  the 
fubjeft. 
Core.  I  am  ffifttch  di&ppointed  to  find  that  4<>  little  light  has  been  thrown 
-cm  plague  by  tbe  reililts  of  the  F«ench  praditioners  in  Egypit. 

J  ihould  have  been  happy  if,  after  federal  ye^rs  «efidence  in  a  pef-- 
tiferous  country,  where  I  conftantly  Searched  for  uieful  infofrmation, 
my  labours  had  been  ^rewarded  in  the  difirorery  c£  an  impmred,  or 
more  fuccefsful  treatment  of  plague.  No  fuch  happioeTs  has  attended 
me;  and  as  oxy  own  experience  h,  I  think,  too  limited  toprefume 
to  lay  down  a  plan  of  ciiir,  I  nraft  in  prefeisnce  content  myieif  in 
the  relation  of  the  experiments  and  .pra^ice  ef  others,  ^whlch  <3ame 
to  my  knowledge  while  in  the  country. 

For  my  own  part,  a  prompt  and  early  ifle  6f  remedies  appears  to 
me  of  die  vftmoft  importance :  indeed,  the  interval  between  the 
^zuvc  and  death  is  frequently  ib  Tcry  fliort,  that  the  tndl  for  rerae- 
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dies  is  very  limited.  I  treated  the  fcvcral  cafes  which  fell  under  my 
care,  as  far  as  it  was  praAicable,  in  the  manner  adopted  in  fevers  of 
the  malignant  kind,  with  this  difference,  that  in  the  iecond  cafe  I 
conjoined  the  trial  of*  oily  fri&ions.  Although  I  cannot  venture  to 
fpeak  generally  of  the  treatment  of  this  diieafe,  yet  I  would  hazard 
an  opinion,  that  where  proper  eflablifliments  are  formed  for  the 
reception  of  peftiferous  patients,  with  proper  attendants,  a  cautious 
and  fair  trial  of  mercury  and  the  oxygenated  remedies  would  merit 
attention. 

The  practice  of  a  Venetian  dodor,  who  lately  died  in  Cairo,  and 
who  was  much  celebrated  for  his  profeffional  ikill  and  prognofis  in 
|>lague,  was,  firft  to  bleed,  but  never  after  the  expiration  of  thirty-^iix 
hours  from  attack.  He  adminiflered  large  doics  of  camphor^  and 
gave  the  patient  a  lump  of  it  to  hold  confiantly  in  the  hand.  He 
attended  much  to  diet ;  gave  rice  water,  chicken  broth,  boiled  cu* 
cumbers>  lettuces,  &c.  and^  as  a  cordial,  occafional  fmall  quantities 
of  a  diluted  /pint ;  but  always  forbad  wine.  He  entertained  the 
opinion  that  a  certain  diipofition  or  fufccptibility  in  the  patient  was 
neceflary  to  the  reception  of  the  dzfeafe. 

A  free  perfpiiation  has  been  generally  found  ufeful ;  copious  per« 
fpirations  are  the  ieniible  tfSc&$  <^  the  oily  fridions,  and  are  excited 
without  diibcis  or  inconvenience  to  the  fuffering  tick. 

Our  interpreter,  who  was  feized  at  £1-Arifli  with  plague  before 
the  Vizier*s  army  arrived  there,  was  feen  and  treated  by  a  Turki(h 
dodor,  who  bad  great  confidence  in  a  ftrong  ipirit  which  is  diftillcd 
with  anifeeds,  and  is  in  the  country  called  rackey.  He  adminifiensd 
this  ipirit  repeatedly  and  liberally  in  the  day-time  to  his  patient 
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whofc  fymptoms  of  plague  were  accompanied  by  a  large  carbuncle 
formed  in  the  fide,  and  a  bubo  in  the  axilla.  As  foon  as  I  faw  him» 
I  recommended  the  bark  liberally  to  him,  and  cataplafros  to  be 
applied  to  the  fore  in  the  fide,  which  was  very  extenfive  irom  the 
repeated  floughings  that  had  occurred  fmce  the  opening  of  the 
carbuncle.  One  of  the  eyes  was  fevercly  inflamed,  and  it  was  long 
before  he  recovered  his  perfeft  intellcds,  as  well  as  his  fight. 

The  partial  and  unfleady  manner  in  which  plague  patients  ap* 
peared  to  be  treated  among  the  Turks,  I  confefs  afforded  but  little 
chance  of  fuccefs  in  the  removal  of  the  difeafe.  ^ 

■ 

Bleeding,  as  a  remedy  in  plague,  has  been  the  fubjed;  of  muck 
difputc  among  celebrated  phyficians.  While  at  Jaffa,  it  iVas  the 
praAice  of  the  Venetian  dodlors  to  make  ufe  of  blood-letting.  Many 
patients  died  fuddenly  after  the  operation:  the  deaths  appeared 
haftened  by  the  evacuation  of  blood. 

The  indifcriminate  employ  of  bleeding  may  be  of  ierious  confc- 
<]uences  in  weakening  thofe  natural  powers  of  the  (yftem  which 
might  be  uiefully  exerted  to  the  fubdudion  of  tiiieaie. 

I  uied  the  oily  fridions  in  the  naanner  recommended  and  adopted 
by  Mr.  Baldwin,  late  Englifh  conful  at  Alexandria.  The  detail  of 
theie  cafes,  and  the  methods  taken  to  remove  tiie  contagion  firom 
among  us,  will  be  found  in  the  Medical  Journal  in  Syria. 

A  typhus  patient  evidently  derived  great  benefit  from  the  uie  of  the 
oily  friftions.  The  refult  of  my  obiervations  and  pra<£lice  with  the 
oil  anduces  me  to  liope  it  will  be  found  uieful  as  a  preventive.  I 
repeatedly  recommended  the  fridions  with  oil  to  the  Tuiks^  but  all 
to  j)o  pucpbfi^     While  their  prejudices  •continue,  it  will  be  in  vain 
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to  attempt  reform,  or  to  annihilate  the  diieafe  from  among  them. 
At  Smyrna  they  continue  to  ufe  the  oil  in  plague,  and  it  is  faid  that 
this  mode  of  treatment  is  more  ef&cacious  than  any  otiier.  The 
merchants,  however,  from  ivhom  I  colle<Eled  this  accoimt,  obferve, 
that  the  proportional  fuccefs  with  the  oil  is  not  eveiy  year  the  fame.^ 
Sometimes  the  half  and  more  of  the  infeded  are  fayed^  at  other 
times  not  more  than  a  fifth  or  iixth. 
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A  LTHOUGH  much  has  been  done  both  by  the  rude  and  en« 
lightened  nations  in  the  improvement  of  medicine  in  its  va- 
rious branches^  fiill  the  field  is  ample,  the  art  having  by  no  means 
attained  perfedion.  The  communication,  therefore,  of  information 
acquired  in  praflice^  hov^ever  trivial  the  fads  may  appear  at  firft 
view,  may,  at  a  future  period,  be  found  uieful  to  others.  Encou- 
raged in  this  opinion,  I  have  been  induced  to  arrange  what  has  oc- 
curred to  me  upon  ophthalmia ;  and  fhall  be  extremely  happy  if  any 
good  ihall  refult  from  my  obfervations  and  pradice.  For  except  the 
plague,  I  think  there  is  not  a  difeafe  in  Syria  and  in  Egypt  which 
produces  more  dreadful  fufFerings  and  diftreisful  confequences  than 
ophthalmia.  The  difeafe  is  there  endemial^  and  rages  with  violence 
annually,  about  the  time  when  the  Nile  is  low^  and  the  country  in 
a  ftate  of  extreme  dryneis. 

In  the  months  of  May,  June,  July,  and  part  of  Auguft,  in  the 
year  1801,  ophthalmia  raged  among  the  Englilh  and  Ottoman  ar- 
mies in  Egypt.  At  that  time  the  weather  was  extremely  hot  and 
oppreifive,  occaiionally  accompanied  by  the  kampiin,  and  by  hot 
fcorching  winds  from  the  north-eaft  and  north- wef^,  carrying  clouds 
of  duft  into  the  atmofphere.    The  difeafe  was  then  common^  and 


extremely  diftreffing;  for  the  troops  being  encamped,  no  better 
ihelter  could  be  procured  for  the  iick  than  a  tent  (thoie  employed 
by  the  Ottomans  are  made  of  thin  ccitton)^  through  which  the  vivid 
and  piercing  rays  of  the  fun  eafily  pervaded,  to  the  great  annoyance 
and  pain  of  the  fufFering  patients. 

The  ophthalmy  of  Egypt  did  not  appear  to  differ  from  what  we 
liad  feen  in  Syria,  i.  e.  at  Jafia>  Ramla,  Gaza,  &c.  At  Jerufalem, 
at  Bethlehem,  and  in  their  environs,  the  difeaie  and  its  efTedts  were 
manifeiited,  though  wijth  le(s  violence. 

It  was  painful  to  view  its  efFeds  at  Jaffa,  where  it  appeared  to 
me  that  the  one  half  of  the  inhabitants  had  loft  either  one  or  both 
the  eyies.  Their  houies  are  built  of  a  white  friable  calcareous  Aqqc, 
the  .^ftvefits  are  very  narrow,  and  they  live  in  a  very  confined  m^iiQCrj 
tending  to  generate  difeaie. . 

The  difeafes  of  the  eyes  which  prevail  in  Syria  an,d  in  Egypt,; 
wnOBg  the  imtives,  appear  /often  ooiineded  with  fcrophuloiis  affec- 
tixms,  and  frequently  tq  sefult  from  the  fni^U-pi^^.  T^.e  P^U^i'fiDL. 
arc  m  i^oersd  badly  ttcwfifcc^,  b§tvp,ei^«:gc4  m.e^tcric.  glwi^i  and 
a  paHid  afid  unhealtl^y  QonritfAmctf .  jyifijifydoye^  f^raoag  the  ij^^ 
&nt8  are  9ommon :  Ahey  b^jtheir  fySkf'mg^  )¥ith  wpA^rfvd  tran- 
<iwJ3i^,  idtfaoH^  the  Gyt9  Ate  loa^ded  with  n»atter,  &es,  jijid  o^h/er 
fmall  inieds,  which  are  prodigioufly  nyroerpu^  io  ^hoie  CQ^i^trjie?. 
Nciiber  {tx  nor  age  ajxpiears  u>  be  exen^pted  froDa  this  xn jiliady ;  I 
think,  however,  that  the  pooi;er  .clai£:3  of  ipb^fc^ots  ai;e  fljctfe  pfr 

k^^ .  tbao  tht  jw^qdHiiy..    P^orppbitb^AQi^  h  .cqiuixioq  ^m9t»g  jthe 
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of  the  cy66,  which  ultimately  reduce  many  of  them  to  the  mofl 
pitiable  ftate  imaginable ;  from  catarads,  opacities  of  the  cornea, 
and>  in  many  individuals,  from  complete  Suppurations  of  the  whole, 
eye,  &c.  &c.  Vaft  multitudes  of  thcfe  people  arc  reduced  to  ablb- 
lute  blindnefs ;  and  feveral  hundreds  of  them  are  lodged  and  nou- 
nlhed  in  a  mofque  in  Cairo. 

The  Bedouin  Arabs  are  lefs  fubjcft  to  ophthalmy  than  the  inhabt* 
tants  of  towns  and  villages. 

Ophthalmy  is  not  confined  to  the  human  race,  horfcs,  cameTs> 
dogs,  affcs,  &c.  being  fubjeft  to  inflammations  of  the  eyes,  and  thcr 
effedls  of  this  diflreiling  diieafe,  in  Egypt^and  Syria. 

*  In  September  and  06lober  the  difeafe  had  nearly  diiippeared  at 
Qiiro  and  its  neighbourhood.  At  that  time  the  whole  of  the  coxzn- 
try  was  nearly  inundated,  and  the  weather  become  modo'ate  and 
more  pleafantly  cooJ. 

•  Upon  an  infpedion  of  the  iick  of  the  royal  artillery  attached  to 
the  Britifli  army,  when  it  was  before  Cairo,  many  caics  of  fevere 
ophthalmia  occurred.  Several  of  the^  fuiFerers  at?  iince  returned  to 
England,  and  labour  under  an  impaired  vifion,  the  iooniequence  of 
a  difeaied  ftate  of  the  humours  of  the  eye,  as  well  as  of  opacities  of 
the  cornea,  together  with  morbid  accumulation  of  the  aqueous  hu- 
mour, as  hydrophthalmy,  &c.  &c. 

I  Ihall  now  relate  the  J^mptoms  rf  cphthalmia,  aad  the  mode  in 
which  they  appeared  in  Syria  and  Egypt. 

-  The  diieafe  frequently  came  on  very  fuddcnly,  uihered  in  with  a 
ienfation,  as  though  duft  or  fome  other  irritating  extraneous  matter 
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had  fallen  into  the  eye.  Heat  and  pain  foon  followed.  Sometimes 
the  complaint  was  confined  to  one  eye,  at  others  it  attacked  both  at 
cmcc.  Inflammation  and  fwclling  of  the  eye-lids  quickly  enfucd, 
accompanied  with  an  incrcafcd  flow  of  tears.  In  a  few  hours  the 
tumefa<flion  had  completely  clofcd  the  lids,  and  in  the  morning,  after 
fleep,  a  purulent  or  thick  matter  glued  them  together. 

The  apparent  caufcs  of  the  difeafe  are,  the  application  of  heat  and 
light ;  irritation  from  particles  of  fand  or  duft ;  and  the  occafionai 
cxpofure  to  night  air. 

While  in  Egypt,  I  was  frequently  induced  to  believe  that  the 
mounds  of  rubbifti  which  numeroufly  furround  Cairo,  Alexandria, 
&c.  furniQicd  a  peculiar  caufc  for  the  frequency  and  feverity  of  this 
difeafe  in  that  neighbourhood  ;  feeing  that  thefe  mounds  are  formed 
of  various  kinds  of  rubbifli,  ruins,  &c.  among  which  is  much  old 
mortar  (i.  e.  lime  and  fand,  or  mud)  which  might  operate  in  a 
mechanical  manner  upon  the  tender  and  delicate  membranes  of 
the  eye,  and  hence  prove  a  fource  of  di(eaie.  This  rubbiih  is,  by 
its  expofure  to  a  fcorching  fun,  reduced  into  a  fine  fubtle  powder, 
which  is  eadly  aded  upon  by  the  leaft  puff  o^  wind,  and  driven 
into  the  atmosphere,  to  the  annoyance  and  inconvenience  of  every 
one.  Thofe  who  have  been  near  thefe  places  during  a  kampiiii, 
have  painfully  experienced  the  truth  of  this  obfervation;  fmcc 
bn  thefe  days,  when  the  wind  blows  brilkly,  there  is  a  general  hazi- 
ncfs  of  atmofphere,  from  the  fine  particles  of  duft  fufpended  in  the 
air.     Cairo  and  Alexandria  are  particularly  expofed  to  the  baneful 

• 

effedts  of  thefe  accumulations,  which  overhang  and  furround  the 
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above  places.  Some  difficulty  attends  their  removal  at  Cairo ;  fee- 
ing that  the  inhabitants  cannot  fpread  the  rubbifh  over  the  land» 
as  it  would  in  time  heighten  the  furface  of  the  country  fo  muchf  as 
to  deprive  them  of  the  full  benefit  of  the  inundation  of  the  Nile« 
At  Alexandria  this  would  be  more  pradicable,  Stone-maibns,  and 
perfons  employed  in  the  making  of  lime,  are  particularly  flibje^:  to 
ophthalmy  and  pulmonary  complaints,  from  the  irritation  excited 
by  the  particles  of  lime  and  of  (lone  upon  the  tender  and  delicate 
membranes  of  the  eye  and  lungs. 

The  nitrous  particles  in  the  air  have  been  by  feveral  numbered 
among  the  caufes  of  ophthalmia  in  Egypt,  Although  the  earth  in 
many  places  is  highly  charged  or  impregnated  with  nitrate  of  potafli, 
yet  I  fee  no  reafbn  to  attribute  the  prevalence  of  the  difeafe  to  tbia 
caufe« 

Some  circumftances  have  recently  occurred  among  the  troops  on 
their  return  to  England  from  Egypt,  which  have  given  rife  to  an. 
opinion,  that  the  difeafe  is  infe<9Lious.  Notwithftanding  I  mufi:  con-* 
fefs  that  nothing  came  within  my  particular  obfervation  to  confirm 
fuch  an  opinion,  ftill  I  fhall  relate  a  circumflance  which  occurred 
while  we  were  at  Jaf&,  in  Syria. 
.  The  New  Adventure  tranfport,  on  board  of  which  wore  the 
women  and  children  of  the  detachments  of  the  million^  was  £ent,  in 
the  month  of  Auguft  1 800j  with  difpatcbes  to  Cyprus,  dcftined  for 
Conflantinople.  White  tbey  reoiaiBed  at  Cyprus,  which  was  ibr  a 
few  days  only,  the  women  and  children  went  on  fhore.  They  were 
fuddenly  and  fcycx^ly  attacked  with  an  ioflammatbn  o£  tihc  eyes. 
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with  which  none  of  the  iailors  on  board  were  affe^ed.  The  medi" 
I6&I  nnati  to  whom  they  applied  for  relief  at  Larnica^  in  the  above 
iiland^  mentioned,  that  the  diieaie  was  then  prevalent,  and  that  he 
eonfidered  it  to  be  infedious*  0pon  their  return  to  JafFa^  I  went 
<m  board,  and  found  feveral  of  them  then  buffering  from  the  difbrder 
"with  much  pain,  inflammation,  and  fwelling  of  the  eyelids,  and 
-with  ftnall  ulcerations  upon  the  tarfi.  The  difealc  yielded  to  tb& 
fatumine  lotion,  bli{lers,.ftimulating  ointment,  and  laudanum. 

For  my  own  part  I  never  met  with  any  other  incident  to  fupport 
the  opinion  of  the  contagious  nature  of  ophthalmia  either  in  Egypt 
or  in  Syria.  It  appears  to  me,  that  from  the  ftrong  glare  of  lights 
and  heat  to  which  the  eyes  are  expofed  during  the  fiimmer  months^ 
a  local  ppedifpofmg  debility  in  the  veflels  of  thefe  organs  is  induced 
to  a  fufficient  degree  to  excite  ophthalmia  upon  the  s^plication  or 
infertion  of  an  irritating  fubftance  within  the  eye,  fuch  as  particlca 
6{  fend,  lime,  &c.  unlcfs  thefe  are  fpeedily  removed. 

I  am  induced  to  think  that  I  preserved  my  own  eyes  and  thofe  of 
others  from  this  malady,  by  an  attentive  and  frequent  ablution  of 
ttiem  with  cold  water,  particularly  after  the  daily  expofure  to  the 
tohir  rays  a^d  duft,  during  our  march  through  the  deiert. 

The  expofure  to  night  cold,  during  the  Ml  of  the  great  dews,  I 
tm  inclined  to  believe  operates  as  an  exciting  caufe  to  the  difeafe. 
The  ponderous  turbans  and  (hawls  ufually  worn  on  the  heads  of  the 
MuiTulmen  afford  no  protedion  to  the  eyes,  but  leave  them  expofed 
to  the  full  aftion  of  duft,  light,  and  heat,  which  fubjeA  them  more 
particularly  to  ocular  inflammations*  Indeed^  the  diiea&  is  at  all 
tiibes  very  commc^  atnong  them. 
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The  Vizicrhlmfelf  fufFercdoccafional  attacks  ofophthalmy,  which 
were  removed  by  a  collyrium  made  with  the  acetite  of  lead,  water 
and  vinegar,  and  the  ufe  of  a  (hade  of  green  filk,  &c. 

The  general  intentions  of  cure  in  the  treatmeot  of  ophthalmia 
were,  the  refolution  of  the  inflamnfiation ;  the  removal  of  the  coa- 
fequcnces  which  frequently  occurred  from  inflammation ;  and  the 
indu6lion  of  fuch  a  flate  of  the  eye  as  to  prevent  the  return  of  Oph* 
thalmia  where  there  was  a  difpoiition  to  its  attacks. 

The  remedies  which  I  adopted  were  a  weak  folution  o{  the  acetite 
of  lead,  water  and  vinegar,  combined  with  gentle  aperients.  The 
eyes  were  kept  fhaded  as  much  as  poiTible  from  the  (timulus  of  heat 
and  light. 

If  the  firft,  or  primary  fymptoms,  fuch  as  pain,  rednefs,  and  fwel* 
ling,  were  not  foon  relieved,  bliflers  to  the  temples  were  applied, 
w  hich  frequently  Icflcned  the  tumefaftion.  The  veflcls  of  the  eye* 
lids  were  found  loaded  with  blood,  the  inflammation  alTuming  a 
deep  crimfbn  colour.  Relief  having  been  procured,  the  applica- 
tion  of  {limulants  was  then  of  infinite  iervice. 

The  ung.  hydriargyr.  nit.  lowered  in  the  proportion  of  one  part 
to  three  of  ung.  ceras;  inierted  into  the  eyes  with  a  hair  pencil,  and 
the  tind.  opii  dropt  in  afler  the  ufe  of  the  ointment,  night  aYid 
iTiorning,  were  of  the  greateit  benefit,  and  in  a  variety  of  cafes  fbon 
cfFeded  a  cure.  This  was  not,  however,  always  the  cafe ;  for  where 
the  difeafe  was  more  fevere,  and  rcfifted  the  firft  treatment,  the 
tunica  adnata  became  more  or  lefs  inflamed,  and  the  pain  more  in- 
tenfe.  In  fuch  cafes  the  gorged  veflcls  of  the  adnata  and  thofc  of 
the  lids  were  divided,  and  this  was  repeated  as  often  as  circumftances- 


ON  OPHTHALMIA.  545 

ieemcd  to  require,  without  any  inconvenience  attending  the  opera- 
tion.  The  patients  were  repeatedly  purged,  and  blifters  applied  to 
the  temples,  behind  the  eais^  to  the  nape  of  the  neck,  &c.  Leeches 
oould  not  be  procured  in  the  country;  and  indeed  fuch  was  our 

ft 

Want  of  them  at  Cairo,  that  the  Vizier  was  obliged  to  fend  to  Jcru- 
falem  for  a  fmall  fupply.  If  head*ach,  or  deeply  feated  pain  within 
the  eye,  harafled  the  patient,  and  was  connefted  with  an  increafe 
of  general  vafcular  adion,  as  with  pyrexia,  in  fuch  like  cafes  general 
evacuations,  as  bleeding  and  copious  purging,  were  adopted,  and 
ufefully  employed.  The  fhaving  of  the  fore  part  of  the  head>  and 
cold  water  and  vinegar  frequently  applied  to  diminifh  the  force  of 
circulation  in  the  veflels,  particularly  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
difeafed  part,  were  alfo  found  ferviceable. 

In  many  recent  cafb,  fmall  and  painful  ulcerations  formed  upon 
the  edges  of  the  lids.  In  fuch  cafes  the  Simulating  ointment  of 
nitrated  mercury,  and  tind.  opii,  were  extremely  beneficial,  awf 
fpeedily  effedcd  a  cure.  But  in  negleded,  and  in  obflinate  cafes, 
opacities  of  the  cornea  frequently  enfued,  which  reduced  the  patient 
to  a  temporary,  partial,  or  abfolute  blindnefs.  ffeme  mc.Ianch(dy 
cafes  happened,  in  which  the  eye  completely  fuppurated,  and  wafled 
away.  In  recent  opacities,  the  ointment  and  laudanum  were  very 
ufeful.  Although  I  found  thefe  remedies  the  mofl  eiflicacious  in  rc« 
moving  the  difeafe,  yet  I  could  not  employ  them  very  genersdiy 
among  the  Ottomans,  who  do  not  comprehend  the  utility  of  reme* 
dies  which  give  pain.  It  is  trae  that  there  were  exceptions  to  this 
xtmark  among  fuch  of  the  Turks  as  entertained  fewer  prejudices^ 
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and  who,  poiTeffing  a  greater  degree  of  confidence,  futjmitted  to  the 
{timulai^ts,  and  profited  by  thqn^. 

The  collyrium>  compofcd  of  the  acetUe  of  lead,  water  and  vinegar; 
alone  cured  great  numbers  of  the  Ottomans :  indeed^  this  waih  be* 
came  fo  celebrated  among  them,  that  I  was  obliged  to  furnKh  the 
interpreter  of  the  Vizier  with  a  quantity  of  the  aoetite  of  lead,  with 
direAions  to  make  the  colly rium  for  the  nfe  of  his  Highoefd  and 
others^  on  their  return  to  Coxiftaqtinople  from  Cairo. 

In  the  early  part  of  my  practice  |  beiitated  to  apply  the  ftimulant^ 
until  the  primary  iymptoma  wore  fenfibly  alleviated ;  afte^  three, 
four,  or  fix  days,  when  c^ibrving  a  peouliar  fulnofi  and  relaxed 
ftate  of  the  internal  membrane  of  the  eyelids,  from  tlio  diflended 
ftate  of  the  veiTels,  and  which  was  in  many  cafes  accompanied  with 
fmall  ulcerations  of  the  tarfi,  this  condition  of  the  parts  cgnftituting 
the  fecondary  ftage  of  the  difeafe,  indicated  and  prompted  mo  to 
apply  ftimulants  earlier,  and  with  much  benefit. 

A  gaping,  or  aln  inverfion  of  the  eyelids,  occafionally  occnrred  ip 

» 

ibme  violeiitf  tedious,  and  obftinate  caies  of  ophthalmy,  pioducii\g 

» 

defbirmity,  and  ar  temporary  depvivation  of  iight,  from  (he  gfcat 
lelasEation  and  elongation  of  the  internal  furface  of  the  palpebra. 
Tho  BAoft  remarkable  cafe  of  it  which  I  faw,  happened  to  a  ibldiep 
at  Qiza,  belonging  to  the  Indian  army.  The  internal  membrane  oS 
the  upper  lid  formed  a  flap  of  at  leaf);  two  thirds  of  an  inch  in  depth, 
hanging  down»  and  complete^  clofing  the  eye.  Various  afhingent 
collyriums  were  uied  to  diminiih  and  refbain  its  growth. 

Irritability  and  weaknefs  of  the  eye  were  relieved  by  aftringent 
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collyriums  of  vitriolatcd  zinc,  alum,  &c.  Frequent  ablutions  with 
cold  water,  and  vinegar  and  water,  and  proteding  the  eye  from 
flrong  light,  were  found  of  advantage. 

The  Ihunning  of  the  night  air,  the  wearing  of  broad-brimmed 
hats,  or  fhades,  in  order  to  proted  the  eyes  from  the  folar  rays,  and 
frequent  ablutions  with  cold  water,  conflitute  an  eiTential  part  of  the 
means  of  prevention  of  this  difeafe. 

The  Egyptians,  &c.  draw  blood  from  the  temples  by  fcarifying 
the  parts.  They  have  likewife  remedies  which  they  occafionally 
employ  in  this  difeafe. 

They  take,  for  example,  equal  quantities  of  powdered  galls,  and 
crude  antimony,  and  mix  thefe  ingredients  with  vinegar,  into  the 
confidence  of  a  pafte,  with  which  they  anoint  the  eyes. 

Antimony  is  one  of  the  common  pigments  of  the  women  to 
blacken  their  eyelids  and  eyebrows. 

Another  celebrated  remedy  with  them  is  a  coUyrium,  compoied 
of  equal  parts  of  chizmeh  *  powdered,  fugar  candy,  and  alum  mixed 
with  vinegar. 

The  French  praditioners  make  mention  of  a  Ipecies  of  ophthalmy 
depending  upon  a  bilious  ftate  of  ftomach  ;  likewife  another  fpecies 
accompanied  with  a  fpafmodic  affedion  of  the  globe  of  the  eye.  I 
do  not  recoUcdl  to  have  met  with  either  of  thefe  defcriptions  of  oph- 

« 

thalmia  in  the  country. 


*  A  fxnall  black  ihining  feed,  which  comes  from  Darfour,  of  which  I  coIlcAed  a 
finall  portion. 
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METEOROLOGICAL    JOURNAL. 

THE  following  Tables  contain  a  corred  flatement  of  the  Thermometer 
(Fahrenheit's),  the  prevailing  Winds,  Barometer,  ice.  as  obfcrvcd  by  me,  three 
times  daily,  in  Turkey,  Afia,  Syria^  through  the  Defert,  and  in  Egypt,  front 
June  1 7^,  to  March  1 802. 

In  order  to  give  an  idea  of  the  Force  of  the  Wind,  and  the  Quantity  of  ^ 
Bain  fallen,  during  each  day,  I  have  had  recourfe  to  numbers ;  as  will  be  ieen 
marked  in  a  Column  of  the  Tables,  at  the  period  they  weoe  firft  noted  down. 

At  the  expiration  of  a  few  months,  I  was-  obFiged  to  lay  afide  the  ttfe  of  the 
Barometer,  Eudiometer,  and  Pluviometer,  which  I  had  been  accuftomed  dcca(ion«- 
ally  to  employ>  it  being  impoffible  to  make  uie  of  thefe  inikuments  whea 
travelling. 


STATE  OF  THERMOMETER^  WINDS,  BAROMETER,  &c^ 
la  the  Month  of  June  1 799,  at  Btayukdece,  in  Turkey^ 


June 

Thennometar,                Tlwnnoiiicter» 

TliennoBsetei^ 

Moiniiig.                          Noon. 

Evening. 

^ 

• 

Force 

^ 

• 

■ 
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,. 

• 
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3 

"5 

Snn. 

Wbd. 
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g 

CO 

81 

Sun. 

Wind. 

of  the 

1 

ft 
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X 
9 

n 

79 

Tg 

Wind 

12 

79 

NNE 

Wind 

7 

74 

"87 

NE 

Wind 

30- 

a5 

NNE 

a6 

8 

72 

94 

Calm 

12 

79 

87 
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7 

7» 

81 

ENE 

30.  20 

87 

8 

78 

83 

ENE 

, 

Id 

82 

94 

ENE 

7 

71 

85 

ENE 

30.  10 

aS 

8 

73 

90 

ENE 

2 

&i 

94 

NNE 

• 

8 

70 

89 

ENE 

30,  10 

49  1  8I74I  93I 

NNE 

i|l2 

81  97I 

NE 

8 

7« 

8o| 

ENE 

J^^•  3.  The  latter  fbrtnieht  of  this,  month  (June)  we  had  frequent  heavy  Ihowers  of  rain^ 
accompanied  with  much  tnunder  and  lightning ;  great  variations  of  temperature,  fometimes 
very  oppreffiydy  hot,  then  fuddenly  changing  to  cooL  Winds  prevailed  moftly  from  N.  N.  E». 
and  £.£«•£»    Thermometer  r^a^r^d  ^^^  72  to  82  in  ihade.  Barometer  30  to  39. 20* 
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STATE  OF  THERMOMETER,  WINDS,  BAROMETER,  &c. 

During  Hie  Month  6f  July  1799,  'at  Bbyukdere,  lil  Turkey. 


July. 


Therrndmcter, 
Morning. 


Thermometer, 


Thermoiyieter, 
EVehiftg. 


(A 


OS 
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s 

3 

4 

5 
6 
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9 
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9 

10 
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12 

13 
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16 
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21 

«i 

24 
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Wind 
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9 
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82 
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82 

82 

81 
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at 
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9^ 
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95 
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90 

93 
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.' 
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E 
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1 


9uD. 
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83 

83 
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87 
86 
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89 
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90 
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88 
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9S 


2 
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2 
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2 


86 

88 
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E 
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E 

i: 
E 
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97 
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93 


NE 

E 

E 
.^^ 

E 
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88 

.99 
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98 


94NNE 

■("2l84f  ^»ft 

N-E 

NE 

NE 

E 

NE 
E 
E 
E 
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oftibe 
Wind 


w  J 


3 


7 
7 

8 


8l 
8 
8 


7 
7 


-a 

CO 


78 

7» 

70 

7» 

71 
72 

74 


[•M7if'7 

>7^ 
79 


•7 
8 

8 


8 


„ 


'».'» 


: 


._  ^ .  I 


7 

7 


7 

7 


/ 


77 

76 

75 
79 


82 


Wind. 


I  I  1  I     I. 


ENE 


Calm 
ENE 


79|E,NE 

70 
76 

7^  Calm 

73  NE- 


Fotce 
lof 
WinJ 


cej 


77 

177) 

78 


75 


7m 
7c 


^^$^11 —  I  ^^4' 791^ 


70 


r' 


NE 

NE 

^8lENE 
NE 
ENE 
■eahn 


78 
75 

78 

9» 

80 


NE 
E 

E 

76 


7 
.7 
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7-a  Cafm 

r 


L7|Z7l.Z9C4jni 

f-^7^  ^id^l 

776  79    E 

7  77  79     K 

778  7g-C4 


-    •! 


Barom. 


Ritiiu 


30.  10 

3o.ip| 
30.  ic 

3« 

3o.'i>o 

30 

30 

30 

3® 
30. 1 1 

3CM 

30.  Id 

30 
30 
30 
30 

30 
-^ 
30 

•29.  2J 
29,30 
59 


10 
10 
10 
10 


30- 

30-  "31 
30.  Id 

?9-  ^' 
30.- 
30.   6 

^9.53 
Ifi9-  -?- 


Remarks 


>«^ 


Rain 


>  i 


:t\ 


kun 


jN;  ^  The  ^f ll  Week 
chDudy/d^ys,  vvitk  oloderate 
to  88  mihad&^  andb  the 
to  30.1  i.     The  17th  fliowers  of  rain. 
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STATE  OF  THERMOMETER,  WINDS,  BAROMETER,  &c, 

JDuriog  the  Month  of  Augiifi:  1799^  at  Buyukdere,  In  Turkey* 


Aug. 


Thermometer, 
Morning. 


Thermometer^ 
Nocnu 


Thermometer, 

Evening. 
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I 

2 

3 

4 

5 
6 
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8 
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10 
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12 
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16 
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18 
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21 

22 
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26 

27 
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29 
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31 
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8 
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8 
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75  75  NE 
}8io7NNE 
yaio/NNE 
}8io7NNE 
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^oiocjNNE 
^o  88  Calm 
78  no  .  N: 
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.15  Jiq  cN', 
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] 
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Wind 
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3 
3 
3 

X 


I 
I 

3 
I 

X 
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n 


o 

53 


21 
2 
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2 
2 
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2 
2 
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2 
2 
2 
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2 
2 


CO 


80 
80 
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82 
2I82 
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83 
86 

80 

82 

82 

77 
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79 
78 

79 

83 

85 
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79 
80 

80 

2|70 

72 
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75 
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94NNE 
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aotENE 
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»2ENE 
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84  E  NE 
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97 
94 

93 
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87 

1 001 


95 

"9 
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92 

91 
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70 

79 


NE 

NE 

NNE 


NNE 
NNE 


94|NNE 
NNE 

N 

NNE 

NNE 

NNE 

N 

N 

N 

N 

N 
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Wind 


4 
4 

3 

2 
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2 

2 

3 

3 
I 

I 

I 

L. 

I 

I 


c 

X 


8 
8 

7\ 
7 
71 
7 
7 
7 


74 
72 

68 

72 

73 

75 

77 

79 
70 
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7 
7 
7 
7 
7 
7 
7 
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7 
7 
7 
7 
7 
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7 
7 
7 


Sun. 


76 

83 
81 

80 

7' 

76 

73 

75 

76 

77 
82 

81 

79 

79 

79 

77 
7  81 

Jc 

70 
72 

70 


70 

74 
76 

78 
78 


76 

83 
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79  NNE 
ENE 
ENE 
ENE 
ENE 
ENE 

79  £  NE 
78  ENE 
83fWSW 
Calm 
Calm 
81  ENE 
8c  E  NE 


79 
76 


NE 
NE 


73  NNE 

75  NNE 

76  NNE 

77  NNE 
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N 
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70 
72 
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N 

N 
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4 

2 
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I 
I 

2 
2 

2 

3 


I 
I 
1 

I 
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29. 

3°- 

30. 
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30. 

3-- 
3'3- 
3°- 

29» 

so- 
29. 

SO- 
SO' 
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SO- 
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29. 

29. 
29. 
29. 
29. 
29. 

30. 
30- 

so- 
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Rain. 


17 

i8j 
I 

'5 

7 

26 
10 

90 

9 

9 
10 

10 

10 
10 

5 
90 

90 

96 

92 
92 

92 

10 

15 
'5 


Remarks 


^mmmmtmm^^mm 


Rain 

do. 


Cloudy 
dq. 


Cloudy 


■  • 


•  •  • « 

Rain 

do« 

da 


. ! : 

I 

Cloudy 

d0. 
dp. 
do. 


JV.  5.  To  give  an  idea  of  the  force  of  the  prevailing  winds,  I  have  introduced  the  figures 
1 9  ^9  39  4-  for  inftance,  i.  denotes  little  wind;  2.  a  gentle  breeze;  3.  ftrong  breezes;  and 
4.  a  gale. 
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STATE  OF  THERMOMETER,  WINDS,  BAROMETER,  &c. 
During  the  Month  of  September  1799,  at  Buyukdere,  in  Turkey. 

e,  ,   I   .  Thenaometer,         |  Haennometer,  f        Thermometer,  1 

^P*-  I  MominR.  1  Noon.  |  Evaung.  | 
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STATE  OF  THERMOMETER.  WINDS,  BAROMETER,  &g. 
During  the  Month  of  0(kdbet  1 799,  at  Buynkdoe,  in  Turkey. 
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STATE  OF  THERMOMETER,  WINDS,  BAROMETER,  &c. 
During  the  Month  of  November,  1799,  in  the  Dardanelles,  at  Chennecally  in  Aiia. 
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STATE  OF  THERMOMETER,  WINDS,  BAROMETER,  &c. 
During  the  Month  of  December  1 799^  at  Galata,  in  Turkey. 
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STATE  OF  THERMOMETER,  WINDS.  BAROMETER,  &c. 
During  the  Month  of  January  1800,  at  Galata,  in  Turkey. 
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STATE  OF  THERMOMETER,  WINDS,  BAROMETER,  &c. 

During  the  Month  of  February  1800,  at  Galata,  in  Turkey. 
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STATE  OF  THERMOMETER,  WINDS,  BAROMETER,  Sec. 
During  the  Month  of  March  iSoo,  at  Galata,  in  Turkey, 
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STATE  OF  THERMOMETER,  WINDS,  BAROMETER,  &c. 
During  the  Month  of  April,  tSoo,  at  Galata,  in  Turkey. 
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STATE  OF  THERMOMETER,  WI^fDS,  RAIN,  &c. 
During  part  of  the  Month  of  June,  1 800,  taken  on  board  the  New  Adventure  Tranfport. 
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STATE  OF  THERMOMETER,  WINDS,  RAIN,  tec. 
During  the' Month  of  July  1 8oo>  at  Jaffa,  in  Syria. 
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STATE  OF  THERMOMETER,  WINDS,  RAIN,  &c. 

During  the  Month  of  Auguft  1800,  at  JafiB^  in  Syria. 
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STATE  OF  THERMOMETER,  WINDS,  RAIN,  &c. 

During  tke  Month  of  September  iSoo,  at  JaSa,  in  Syria. 
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STATE  OF  THERMOMETER,  WINDS,  RAIN»  &c. 

During  the  Month  of  QStoher  1 800,  :((  Ja^,  Uk  Syri^.. 
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STATE  OF  THERMOMETER,  WINDS,  RAIN,  &c. 
During  the  Month  of  November  1 800,  at  Jafia,  in  Syria. 
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STATE  OF  THERMOMETER,  WINDS,  RAIN,  &c. 
During  the  Month  of  December  tSoo,  It  Jaffa,  in  Syria. 

Thermometer,      I        Thermometer,  I  Thennometer,  [ 

Morning.  I  Noon.  |  Evening.  | 


C    5<E7    )' 

STATE  OF  THERMOMETER,  WINDS,  RAIN,  &c. 
During  the  Month  of  Janiurf  iSoi,  at  J^ifla,  in  Syria. 
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STATE  OF  THERMOMETER,  WINDS,  RAIN,  &c. 
During  the  Month  of  February  i8ot,  at  Ja&,  in  Syria. 
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STATE  OF  THERMOMETEE,  WINDS,  RAIN,  &c. 
During  the  Month  of  March  1801,  in  Syria,  and  in  the  Defert. 
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STATE  OF  THERMOMETER,  WINDS,  RAIN,  &c. 

During  the  Mohtli  of  April  1801,  in  the  Defert  and  in  Egypt. 
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STATE  OF  THERMOMETER,  WINDS,  RAIN,  &c. 

During  the  Month  of  May  iSoi,  in  Egypt. 


'I'hermometer, 
MominR. 


Tliermomecer, 


13 
■<t 
'5 
16 

"7 
18 


2J 
26 

=7 
28 
29 
3° 
31 


869 

87s 
870 
8  So 

875 
870 
870 

875 
876 


876   - 

892 

880 

bSo 

79 

S75 

SS6 

875 
878 
B76 


'76 

'79 
577 

!77 
873 


W 

E 
NE 
W 
W 
W 
W 
Calm 

E 

F. 

E 

E 

E 
WSW 
NW 

N 

SW 
NW 

E 

E 

E 
ESE 

E 
SW 
SW 
WNW 
NW 
W 
NW 

N 
NE 


NW 

E 
NE 

W 
NW 
WSW 
WSW 

W 

W 

E 
ESE 

E 

E 

N 
NW 
NW 
SW 
NW 
NW 

E 

E 
SSE 

S 
SW 
NW 
VVNVV 
NW 

W 

N 
NE 
NE 


1 

i 

Sun. 

Wind. 

Force 

)f  the 

Rain. 

Remarks 

X 
6 

7J 

Wind 

NEN 

Clear 

6 

80 

NE 

3 

do. 

6 

90 

- 

NE 

3 

Cloudy  &  hazy 

6 

8j 

- 

NW 

2 

Clear 

6 

75 

_ 

N 

3 

Cloudy  &  hazy 

6 

75 

- 

W 

I 

Clear 

6 

7- 

~ 

W 

1 

aoudy 

6 

78 

- 

W 

2 

do. 

6 

78 

- 

w  ; 

3 

do(clearAJW) 

6 

7« 

- 

ESE 

3 

Clear 

6 

78 

- 

ESE 

3 

do. 

6 

85 

E 

I 

Hazy 

6 

86 

~ 

E 

I 

do.  &  cloudy 

6 

90 

~ 

N 

I 

do.  a  Kainpfin 

6 

86 

.. 

NW 

I 

ClearralBelbeis 

6 

86 

~ 

NW 

3 

do. 

6 

85 

_ 

E 

4 

Rain 

Hazy  (P.M.  lit- 

6 

83 

NW 

2 

Clear  [t\e  rain) 

6 

80 

N 

2 

Haz.y  &:  cloudy 

6 

82 

E 

3 

do. 

6 

90 

~ 

E 

2 

do. 

6 

82 

_ 

ESE 

2 

do. 

6 

98 

SW 

4 

d0.(iiBj<iE'-H:.7ir 

6 

85 

.. 

W 

3 

Cloudy[-K..".iL" 

6 

84 

__ 

NW 

2 

Clear 

684 

.. 

NW 

3 

Cloudy 

6  8^ 

- 

NW 

2 

Clear 

6  8j 

- 

NW 

2 

do. 

685 

.. 

N 

3 

do. 

68i 

NE 

z 

do. 

0 

9' 

N 

2 

do. 

C    57J    ) 

STATE  OF  THERMOMETER,  WINDS,  RAIN,  5ic. 
During  the  Month  of  June  iSoi,  in  Egypt. 
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STATE  OF  THERMOMETER,  W1N0S,  RAIN,  (fc. 
During  the  Month  of  July  i8oi,  in  Egypt. 
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STATE  OF  THERMOMETER.  WINDS,  RAIN,  &c. 

During  the  Month  of  Auguft  iSoi,  in  Grand  Cairo. 
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STATE  OF  THERMOMETER,  WINDS,  RAIN,  &c. 

During  the  Month  of  September  tSoi,  ia  Grand  Cairo. 
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STATE  OF  THERMOMETER,  WINDS,  RAIN,  &c. 
During  the  Month  of  October  i  So  i ,  in  Grand  Cairo. 
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(    577    ) 

STATE  OF  THERMOMETER.  WINDS.  RAIN,  &c. 
I>uring  the  Month  of  Moreinber  1801,  in  Grand  Cunh 

ThermofDeter,        I         Thermometer,  I        Tfaermoineter,  I 

Monunjt.  |  Noon.  |  ETcning.  | 


N.  B.  To  give  an  idea  of  the  qpantiry  of  Rain  fallen,  I  have  marked  the- figures  i,  2, 3.  4 
againfi  Rain,  to  denote  the  relative  quantity  fallen ;  1,  fhtnds  for  very  little ;  2,  a  fhower ; 
3,  repeated  fhowers  \-  and  4,  continued  heavy  rains.  On  the  morning  of  the  20th,  we  had 
a  tremendous  floEm  of  Rain,  launder,  and  Lightning,  which  began  at  two  o'clock,  and 
continued  near  two  hours.  Morning  dews  have  been  heavy.  Interniittents  and  Catarrhs 
among  the  troops  at  Giza,  Sec. 

4H 


(    578    )■ 

STATE  OF  THERMOMETER,  WINDS,  RAIN,  &c 
paring  the  Month  of  Daxmber  iSoi,  in  Grand  Cairo- 
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(    579    ) 

STATE  OF  THERMOMETER,  WINDS,  RAIN,  &c. 
During  the  Month  of  January  i8o2,  in  Grand  Cairo. 
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(58°) 

STATE  OF  THERMOMETER.  WINDS,  RAIN.  &c.- 
During  the  Month  of  February  1801.  m  Curo,  on  the  Nile*  and  at  Rt^tta. 

Thermometer,  I        Thermometer,  [        Thennonieter,  I 
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(    58'     ) 
STATE  OF  THERMOMETER,  WINDS,  RAIN,  &c. 

During  the  Month  of  March    1802,    at  Rofetta  and  Alexandria. 

Thermometer,        [  Theymometer,  I        Thermometer,  I 

Morning.  |  -Noon.  |  Evening.  | 


N.  3.    Having  broke  my  Thermometer,  I  ^vas  under  the  neceffity  of  concluding  my 
Thermometrical  Journal. 
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ABOUKIR,  lake  of,  358 
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Abydos,  site  of  the  ancient,  71,  72 
Acacia,  or  thorn,  whence  the  gum-arabic  is 

colleAed,  346 
Admiral,  a  Turkish,  decapitated  for  negleA 

of  duty,  72 
Agriculture,  state  of,  in  Syria,  222 
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— —  sheicks,  dress  of  the,  327 

—  towns,  mostly  built  upon  eminences, 

cause  of  the  choice  of  such  sites,  152 
— ^  villages  and  inhabitants,  140,  151 
Arabagis  Bashi,  an  officer  of  the  Turkish 

army,  227 


Arabian  camel-drivers,  character  and  man« 

ners  of,  242 
Arabs,  method  employed  by  them  to  pre- 
serve their  com  from  pillage  and  fire,  154 
,  two  classes  of,  Fellah  and  Bedouins, 

218 
plunder  the  tents  of  the  English  at 

Jaflfa,  187 
Archipelago,  iflands  of,  1 1 1 ,  112,  424,  44^ 
Army,  Turkish,  the,  attended  by  a  number 
of  dervises,  10 

■  encumbered  with  useless  fol- 
lowers, 230 
..                        cavalry  belonging  to  the,  240 
■                          principal  officers  of  the,  227 
review  of  the,  by  the  Grand 


Vizier,  138 
■  undisciplined  state  of,  134 

__  various  complexions  of  the 

soldiers  composing  the,  229 
Amauts,  charafter,  drcss,arms,&c.of  the,237 

,  desertion    of,    from   the  Vizier's 

army,  148 
Ascalon,  254 

,  description  of  the  country  rounds  59 

Ashdod,  and  the  adjacent  country,  254, 258 
Astrologers  consulted  relative  to  the  proper 

time  of  launching  a  ship  of  war,  97 
Atmeydan,  or  hippodrome,  for  athletic  ex- 
ercises at  Constantmople,  35 
■  — ,  grand  obelisk  in  the  middle  of 
the,  35 
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Bakers,  punibhmcnt  of  fraudulent  in  Tur- 

^^Jy  33 
Baldwin,  tonibof,  at  Jerusalem,  159 

Banditti,  formidable  hordes  of,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Constantinople,  94 
— — ,  measures  taken  to  punish  them,  95 
Barge,  the  Grand  Seignor*s,  96 
Barker's,  Mr.  views  of  Constantinople^  78, 

87199 
Barley,  large  consumption  of,  in  the  Turkish 

camp,  192 
Barrahcat,  Turkish  army  encamps  at>  aSa 
— — — ,  singular  phenomenon  observed 

at,  283 
Bath,  description  of  a  Turkish,  and  of  the 

processes  and  operations  to  which  the 

bather  is  subjected,  80 

,  description  of  a,  at  Cairo,  319 

in  the  Grand  Scignor's  camp  at  Jaffa, 

131 
' ,  warm,  bad  effects  of  the  too  frequent 

use  of,  25 
Baths,  public,  at  Constantinople,  82 
Bavaria,  dress  of  the  women  in,  *487 
Bayonets  seldom  employed  by  the  Turkish 

soldiery,  240 
Bazars,  account  of  the,  at  Constantinople,  32 

' — >  good  police  of  the,  33 

Bedouins,  or  wandering  Arabs,   character 

and  manners  of  the,  220 

,  arms  of  the,  221 

Belbeis,  description  of,  300 

,  defeat  of  the  French  near,  301 

Belgrade,  village  and  aqueduAs  of,  52 

■        — ,  beauty  of  the  surrounding  country, 

S3»  S« 
Ben-el-hazer,  situation  of,  305 

,  productions  of  the  country  in 

the  vicinity  of,  305,  306 


Bethlem,  description  of,  161,  164 
,  church  of  St,  Catharine  at,  162 


— — ,  pools  of  Solomon  near,  162 

,  inhabitants  of,  164 

Beys,  arrest  of  the  Mameluke,  by  the  Grand 

Vizier,  381 

y  massacre  of,  383 

Biram,  celebration  of  the,  in  the  camp  of  the 

Grand  Vizier,  208 
Biram  Courbam,  grand  procession  on  the 

opening  of,  43,  104 
Birds,  catacombs  of  the»  in  Egypt*  338 
Bonaparte,  inhuman  conduct  of,  at  Jafia, 

128,  136 

»  extraordinary  threat  by,  rdative 
to  Jerusalem,  157 

Bosphorus,description  of  the,anditshanks,T4 

— — — ,  beautiful  fiauntain  on  the  banks 
of,  25 

Bostangis,  body-^ards  of  the  Saltan,  ^^4 

Boulac,  distant  view  of,  312,  377 

— — — ,  ruinous  state  of,  345 

Breakfast,  a  Turkish,  43 

British  army,  successful  progress  of  the,  in 
Egypt,  270,  &c. 

Bruce's  Travels  in  Abyssinia,  confirmation 
of  the  truth  of  part  of,  335 

Brnsa,  hot  bath  at,  99 

Buffido,  the,  well  adapted  to  Egypt,  354 

Btuials,  corpses  of  those  who  die  by  the' 
plague  covered  with  red  cloth,  5k> 

— — ,  bodies  of  the  IWks  interred  with- 
out coffins,  and  naked,  90 

Burnt-pillar,  antique  column,  at  Constanti- 
nople, 35 

Buyukdere,  a  village  near  Constantinople^ 
description  of,  19,  23 

■  '  ,  castle  of,  19 

s  amusements  of  the  inhabitants  o^ 
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Biiyukdere>  plenty  of  proTisioiis>  vegetables, 

&c.  at,  26 
— — ,  state  of  the  thermometer,  winds, 

&€•  at,  549 


Cadi  Asker,  or  n^ilitary  judge,  227,  228 

■■   ,  costume  of,  Plate.  X. 
Cadi<-Kui,  village  on  the  site  of  Chalcedon, 

beautiful  prospect  from,  103 
Caimac,  an  agreeable  preparation  of  milk,  43 
.■■i  ■    ■  »  method  of  preparing,  97 
Caicks,  Turkish  merchant  ships,  15     : 
Cairo,  .Grand,  and  the  environs,  view  of,  3 1 1 

,  cavalcade  of  the  women  at,  328 

,  details  relative  to  the  pls^e  at,  328 

,  distaift  view  o(  3x2 

.'  ■■  ■  invested  by  the  combined  army  of 

Turks  and  English,  314 

surrendered  by  capitulation,  315 

evacuated  by  the  French,  3 19 

,  the  Grand  Vizier  makes  his  public 

entry  into,  320 

-,  openix^  of  the  canal  at,  331 
marriage  processions  at,  349 
slave  maikett  at,  3$! 

-,  conjecture  relative  to  the  antiquity  of, 

366 

-,  fortification^  erected  at,  by  the  French 

army,  366 

-,  description  of  the  streets,  houses,  &c. 

-,  palaces  of  the.  Beys  at,  3^9 
-,  dimensions  and  population  of,  369,370 
-,  palace  of  the  caliphs  of  Egypt,  370 
-,  Joseph's  well,  371 

-,  inhabitants  of,  their  manners,   lan- 
guage, and  dress,  371 — 4 
-,  manufactures  and  commerce  of,  374, 

375    . 


Cairo^  dancing  girls  at,  376 

>  jugglers  at,  377 

— ' — f  aquedact  at,  378 


,  procession  accompanying  the  holy 

carpet,  382 
Cairo,  Old,  account  of,  377 
Cameleon,  dissectio&and  description  of  a,i45 
Camels,  215 

— ,  Arabian  breed  of,  270 
Cametdrivers,  Arabian,  character,  &c.  of, 

242 
Qunp  of  the  Grand  Vizier's  army  at  Jaffa, 

121, 123 
,  filthy  and  noxious  state  of  the,  123, 

186 
f  warm  bath  in  the,  131 


-,  desertions  from  the,  186,  191 
',  ravages  by  the  plague  in,  &c.  194 
-,  plan  of  the,  226 


Camps,  Turkish,  manner  of  lighting  the,  in 
the  night,  232 

,  exposed  to  surprise,  232 
Camp,  Turkish,  breaks  up  from  Jaffa,  250 

,  entertainments  in  the,  197 

'  ,  removal  of,  198 

Cannon,  foundery  of,  at  Cairo,  327 
Caper-shrub,  grows  wild  in  Cyprus,  116 
Capi-Aga,  or.  chief  of  the  white  eunuchis,  92 
Capitan  Pacha,  ceremony  of  his  taking  leave 

of  the  Sultan,  8 
■     '        ■  ,  visit  of  ceremony  to,  30 

■    ■  ■    ■"■,  visit  on  board  the  flag-ship> 


36 


>,  character  of  the,  62 


Capitation-tax,  oppressive,  paid  by  Greeks, 
Armenians,  &t.  in  Turkey,  27 

Caravan  for  Mecca,  departure  <^  the,  from 
Cairo,  391 

Carpet,  s^red,  for  covering  the  house  of 
God  at  Mecca,  382 

4^ 


sw 
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Carthamns^  cultivated  in  gmt  abundance  (MJ 

the  banks  of  the  Nile,  3099  312' 
Cassia  fistula^  a  species  of^  near  Cairo,  346 
Castel  R0SSO9  island  and  town  ol,  426 
Castro,  or  Mitylenci  town  and  port  of,  455 
,  costume  of  the  women  of,  ibid 

,  population  of>  456 

Cavah-y,  Turkish,  arms,  discipline,  mode  of 
fighting!  &€•  of  the,  239 

,  light,  in  the  Turkish  ttrmy,  241 

Cemeteries  planted  with  cypress-trees,  1 7 
Cenietery,  magnificent,  of  the  Maaidukes» 

348 
Ceremony  observed  in  reading  letters  from 

the  Grand  Seignor,  325 

Ceremony  of  the  Graihd  Vlziar^s  laying  the 
first  stone  of  a  new  bastion,  142 

Ceremonies  at  an  interview  with  the  Turkish 
secretary  at  war,  17 

Ceremonies,'  singular^  on  board  a  Russian 
ship  of  war,  89 

Character  lof  the  Turks,  244,  247 

Charcagis,  an  officer  belonging  to  the  Turk- 
ish army,  227 

Chaorbagisj  a  colonel  of  Janissaries,  237 

Charcoal,  pans  jSlIed  with,  used  for  wanning 
apartments,  79 

Charcoal,  fatal  efiects  from,  ibid 

Chennecally,  castles  af,  61 

,  description  of,  68 

» manufactory  of  leather  at|  6^ 
3  state  of  thermometer,  &c,  &€» 

at,  554 
Chess  played  in  the  Turkish  camps,  245 

Chiaouses,  or  messengers,  91 

Chious*-Basba,  an  officer  ^f  great  dignity  in 

the  OttCMoaan  empire,  326 

,  costume  of  the,  ibid 

IjChrist,  scenfe  of  his  suffiaings^  158 


Christ,  impression  of  the  fobt'of,  in  the 

Mount  of  Olives,  165 
Christians,  oppression  of,  in  Turkey,  27 
Cleopatra's  needle,    an  ancient  obelisk  at 

Alexandria,  360 
Coin,  adulterations  of  the  Turkish,  34 
Coldisdiim,   cultivated  hf  the   Arabs   in 

Egypt,  345 

Columns  to  mark  the  boundary  of  Afric^ 

and  Asia,  272 
Compliment,  singular  mode  of  paying  a,  247 
Complexions,  various,  of  the  soldiers  eom* 

posing  the  Turkish  army,  229 
Constantinople,  and  its  suburbs,  brief  dcserip* 
tion  of,  I  a 

..— . — ^  poptthtitm  of,  15 

— ; ,  haijiour^,  ibid 

'        ,  great  numben  of  dogs  and 
vultures  in  the  streets  of,  27 
n — .■■!■  I  >  bazars  of,  32 

■»  streets  of,  narrow  and  very 


^^t*m 


>  33 


,  extemad  appearance  of  the 
houses  of,  34 
-      '         » perambulation  through,  76 

,  ixans,  or  residence  of  the 


inerchants  at,  described,  77 

,  views  of,  by  Mr.  Baiter,  78, 


87»99 


f  mode   of  wanning   apart* 
menta  at,  79 

»  public  and   private   baths 


-,  birth-place  of,  163 


commonly  used  at,  80 

,£Jb  of  snow  at,  00  the  I2tk 


of  March,  93 

,  robberies  committal  there 


in  open  day,  xoo 

I  interior  of  the  mosqaes  of^ 


105 
Com,  mode  of  getting  it  in,  in  Egypt»  298 
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Coulcas^an  esculent  root  growing  inS7ri2jai4 

Courtship  of  the  Greeks,  25 

Cul  Caiyahsi,   an  officer  beloaj^g  to  the 

Turkish  army,  227 
Cukivation  and  face  of  the  country  in  Hol- 

landy  %9^ 
Cyprus,  productions  of,  1 16 

J3ancing-girls,  376 

Dahroot,  on  the  Nile,  account  o^,  41  x 

Dardania,  site  of,  73 

Dardanelles  never  infected  with  the  pUgue, 

■,  castles  of,  70 
« — ,  state  of  the  thermometer. 


&c.  in  the,  554 
IJIate-tree,  great  usefulness  o^  330 
^  picturesqye  effect  of  among 

houses,  153 
DaTidf  supposed  burial«place  of  king,  169 
Dehlis,  or  Turkish  light  cavalry,  account  of, 

149,  and  Pl^tc  VIII. 
Dervises,   a  number  of  them  attepd  the 

Turkidi  armies,  10 
— ,  singular  religious  ceremony  of,  84 

,  different  sects  of,  85 
Desert,  effects  of  a  storm  in  the,  276 
,  march  of  the  Turkish  army  across 

the,  to  Cairo,  287 
Diarrhoea,  prevalence  of,  among  the  Turkish 

and  English  troops,  308,  3x6 
■     ,  causes  of  the,  308 
Dinner,  a  Turkish,  46,  no 
Diseases  that  prevail  in  Turkey^  48 
produced  among  the  Greekl  and 

Armenians  by  their  diet  in  Lent,  too 
Djerid,  a  military  sport  much  in  vogue  among 

Turks  of  condition,  25,  35,  208 
I^ogSf  gi'^t  numbers  of,  in  the  streets  of 

Constantinople,  and  other  Turkiib  cU 

ties,  17 


Dourra,  or  Indian  corn,  cultivated  on  the 
banks- of  the  Nile,  310         , 

Doves,  great  numbers  of,  in  the  cyp.res$r 
groves  of  the  cemeteries,  1 7 

Doves,  large  flocks  of,  near  Korin  in  Egypt, 

'298 
Dress  of  the  Greeks,  24 

"         Greek  wcyneni^  24,  455 

■■  Turkish  vromen,  23 

Dromedaries,  corps  of  French  troops  moun^ 

ed  on,  124,  220 
Dysentery,  many  of  the  English  attacked 

with,  2 1 

Easter,  celebration  df,  among'  the  Greeks  at 

Constantinople 
Egypt,  haziness  of  the  atmosphere  in,  297 
^  mode  of  getting  in  the  com  in,  298 


-,  wheat,  flax,  lucerne,  and  mustard  cut 

tivated  in,  304 

-,  unhealthiness  of  the  climate  of,  329  . 

-,  excessive  heat  in,  330 

-,  method  of  irrigating  the  high  grounds, 

335 

-,  productions  of,  343,  355,  378 

-,  state  of  the  thermometer,  winds,  rai|i, 

&c.  in,  573 
Ekron,  254 
El^xi^ijtbe  Vizier's  army  encamps  near,273 

'■ — ,  view  o4  Plate  XVI. 

^gin.  Earl  of,  arrives  at  the  Dardanelles,  64 

,  visits  the  Capitan  Pacha,  65 
■  ■  ■,  introduces  the  inoculation  of 


the  cow-pox  at  Constantinople,  80 

-,  fete  given  by,  on  the  4th  of 


June,  107 
England,  arrival  in,  ^503 
English  detachment,  junction  of,  with  the 

Grand  Vizier's  army,  I2Q 
Eo{^di  detachment,  encampnvent  of  the,  1 25 
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English  detachment  affected  with  an  erup- 
tive complaint,  132 

reviewed  by  the  Grand  Vizier,  187 

" ,  several  of  the  soldiers  die  of  the 

plague,  294 

— — ,  names  of  the  officers  composing,  2 

,  object  of,  1 

-,  disastrous  state  of,  at  Jaffa,  197 


Enthusiastic  volunteers  in  the  Turkish  army, 

241 
Eshtaol,  257 

Etchi  Bashi,  an  officer  of  the  Ottoman  army, 
•        227, 228 

,  costume  of,  Plate  XI, 
Eunuchs,  chief  of  the  white,  9a 
Execution  of  the  Pacha  of  Nicomedia,  105 

Fead,  Major,  death  of,  at  the  fortress  of  St. 

Jean  d'Acrc,  55 
f*ellahs,  or  Arab  husbandmen,  abject  state  of 

the,  in  Syria,  218 

— ,  character  of  the,  219,  22 1 

— ,  construction  of  the  villages  of  the, 

in  Egypt,  296 

— ,  wretched  state  of  the,  297 


«  > 


Feredge,  part  of  the  dress  of  the  Turkish 

women,  23 
Fever,  malignant,  cases  of,  503 
Fortresses,  Turkish,  remaiic  on,  56 
— — — ,  ancient  proverb  relative  to,  57 
Foua,  a  town  in  the  Delta,  355 
Franklin,  captain,   resigns   and  returns   to 

England,  12 
Franks,  manner  in  which  they  salute  the 

Turks,  16 
French,  cruelty  of,  at  Jaffii,  1 28 
,  scene  of  the  horrid   massacre  of 

prisoners  by,  136 
Freezing-mixture,  experiment  with  the,  in 

Egypt>  385 


Galangis,  or  Turkish  marine^  diAatieStf  ;fi£ 

a,  65 
Galata — State  of  the  thermometer,  winds, 

barometer,  &c.  at,  555 
Gaming,  Turkish  soldiers,  guilty  of,  punish- 
ed with  death,  191 
Gaza,  description  of  the  country  near,  26a 

of  the  town  and  suburbs,  26  j 

— ,  beautiful  gardens  near,  264^  267 

porch  at,  of  which  Samson  carried 
away  the  gates,  263 

ports  of,  266 
-,  pyramids  of,  321 


Goats,  in  Syria,  extraordinary  length  of  their 

ears,  215 
Germany}  journey  through,  486    > 
Grandees,  precarious  state  of,  in  Turkey,  230 
Grand  Seignor,  favourite  amusement  of,  19 

',  visits  Chiflick,  and  reviews 
the  English  detachment,  29,  40 

>  celebrates  the  opening  of  the 


Beyram  Courbam,  42 
Grand  Vizier,  his  standard  consecrated,  16 
^- — — — >  officers  of  the  military  mis- 
sion introduced  to,  7 

-,  ceremony  of  his  taking  the 


field,  9 


" ,  description  of  the  dress,  &c. 

of  the  troops  attending  him,  9 

-^ ,  anecdotes  of  the,  108,  209 

>  description  of  his  camp  at 


Jaffa,  121 


•t,  character  of  the,  1 26 

-,  makes  his  entry  into  Grand 


Cairo,  320 


,  tent  of  the,  250 

— f  lays  the  first  stone  of  a  new 

bastion  at  Jaffa,  142 

-,  receives  a  magnificent  pre* 


sent  firom  the  Sultan,  325 
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Grand  Vizier's  army^  progress  of^  towards 
Cairo,  255,  259,  261,  252»  268^  27  ij 

2721  281,  283,  289^  304— 3<^9>  3" 
,  order  of  the  march  of,  256 

,  encamps  near  Esdad,  257 

,  encamp!  near  Ascaion^  559 

— — ,  encamps  near  Gaza,  262 

,  commences  active  operati<Mis,  268 

■'  ■,  enters  Africa,  27 1 

^  encamps  at  Zaca  in  the  desert,  272 

— — ,  sufferings  of  the,  in  their  march 
through  the  desert,  273 
,  encamps  at  El-Arish,  Jbid 

,  serious  disagreement  in  the,  275 

■    ,  takes  Salahieb,  278 

,  encamps  at  Barrahcat  in  the  desert, 


282 


-,  encamps  at  Bir-el-HadH,  283 

-J  marches  to  Theah,  285 

-,  encamps  2it  Birdenedar^  287 

-,  march  of  the,  to  Kantara,  288 

-5  enters  Sahliie,  289 

-,  view  of  the  march  of  a  part  of^  292, 


and  the  Frontispiece 

— ,  arrives  at  Korin,  295 

— -,  defeats  the  French  near  Bclbeis,  30 1 

— ,  neglect  of  discipline  and  good  order 


in  the,  303 

--<-,  march  of  thCj  from  Belbeis  to  Medi* 


toule,  304 

— ,  encamps  at  Ben-el-HazoTj  30]^ 
— ^,  marches  to  Shoabra  Shaabi^  309 
— J  encamps  on  the  banks  of  theJNTiie, 


near  SheUecaaj  31 1 

> — ,  marches  to  Beisous,  312 

— ,  invests  aAd  takes  Cairo»  313 


Greek  marriage,  87 

conveal  dt  Neh^mene  in  tiie  island 

of  Scio,  443 
Gc«ek  ciMBTWQtj  curious  decorations  of  the 

chapel  of  the,  444 


Greek  women,  dress,  msmners,  &c.  of  the, 

24>  113 

,  many  decay  early,  25 

,  passionately  fond  of  dancing,  32 

Greeks,  dress  of,  24 

— — ,  very  numerous  in   the  European 

provinces  of  Turkey,  29 

— ,  celebration  of  the  festival  of  St. 


John  by  the,  and  Easter,  31,  99 
— ,  amusements  of,  36 


Gum  arabic  tree,  whence  collected,  346 
Gum  mastic,  considerable  quantities  of,  col- 
lected in  the  island  of  Scio,  447 

Hans,  or  inns,  for  the  Turkish  merchants  at 
Constantinople,  77 

Harvestsnear  Constantinoplebegin  in  June,2  7 

Heat,  excessive^  near  Constantinople,  26 

Hedgtn,  a  species  of  the  camel,  216 

Heliopolis,  315 

Henna,  Turkish  women  stain  their  nails 
with  a  colour  obtained  from  the,  24 

Holland,  roads  in,  and  general  fi^e  of  the 
country  and  cultivation,  *497 

Holy  family,  grotto  in  which  they  are  said 
to  have  taken  refuge  in  Egypt,  344 

HoUoway,  Colonel,  IsucceedsGeneral  Koehler 
in  the  command  of  the  English  mis- 
sion, 200 


■,  and  the  officers  under  himj  Tecebd 
gold  medalsfirom  theGrand  Se^gnor,39  J 
Holy  Land,  progress  throughi  150 

-y  tiopogra^hical  account  of  the 


*  ■— 


most  interesting  objects  m  the,  174 
Homer,  school  of,  in  the  island  of  Set o,  44^* 
—  ,  fountain  of  exceHent  Water 

near  the,  45; 
Horses,  Turkish,   description  of,   and  the 

mode  of  treating  them,  20,  22,  246 
^  mode  of  shoeing,  in  Turkey,.  22 
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Horsesj  food  of,  22 

,  Syrian,  215 

Hood,   Captain   Samuel,   introduces  many 

improvements  into  the  Turkish  fleet,62 
Houses,  Turkish,  description  of  the  interior 

of,  16 
,  heavy  and  dull  appearance  of,  at 

the  exterior,  34 
-,  badly  covered  at  G)nstantinople,  ib. 


Hutchinson,  General,  visits  the  camp  of  the 

Grand  Vizier,  307 
— — — ,  British  army  under  the  command 

of,  joins  the  Turks,  and  takes  Cairo,3 1 3 


Ibis,  mummies  of,  preserved  in  the  cata- 
combs near  Saccara  in  Egypt,  339 

Improvisatori,  at  Cairo,  370 

Illumination,  splendid  at  Constantinople  dur- 
ing the  Ramazan,  86 

Indian  com,  cultivated  on  the  banks  of  the 
Nile,  310 

Indigo*  plantations  of,  on  the  Nile,  307 

,  mode  of  preparing,  313.  355 

Inscription,  Stgaean,  marble  containing  the, 
sent  to  England,  67     . 

Ismael  Pacha,  death  of,  254 


Jackals,  abound  in  Syria,  267 

,  great  numbers  of,  enter  the  camp 

at  jafia,  147 
Jaffa,  in  Syria,  description  of,  118.  127 
— ,  Grand  Vizier's  camp  at,  121 

>  storming  of,  by  Bonaparte's  armj, 

123—129 

-,  inhuman  massacre  of  the  inhabitants 

in  coldbhxxt,  128 
view  of,  Plate  VII. 

-,  gardens^!  135 


Jafia,  state  of  the  thermometer,  winds,  rain, 

&c.  at,  561 
James,  St.  place  where  his  head  was  deposit- 
ed, 161 
Janissaries,  mutiny  of  the,  188 

,  ceremonies  on  paying  them  their 
arrears,  189 

,  origin  and  present  state  of  tfaie,234 
-,  best  troops  in  Turkey,  235 


Jebigi  Bashi,  an  officer  of  the    Ottoman 

army,  227 
Jehoshaphat,  valley  of,  several  monument  in 

the,  168 
Jerome,  St.  ancient  building  at,  154 
Jerusalem,  church  of  the  sepulchre  at,  1 57 
— — — — ,  scene  of  our  Saviour's  sufferings 

at,  158 

,  Armenian  church  at,  161 


,  sepulchres  of  the  kings  at,  165 

,  description  of  the  country  near» 

,  site  of  the  temple  of  Solomon, 


and  palace  of  Pilate,  156 

•,  extent  of  the  city  of,  157 


Julien,  fort,  near  Rosetta,  413 
Jugglers,  Egyptian,  147,  377 


Kahnyounes,  village  ofj  271 

Kaimakan,  the  British  officers  introduced  to 
the,  21 

■     ,  inspects  the  troops  at  Levant 
Chifiick,  38 

Kaithana,  place  chosen  for  artillery  experi- 
ments, 30 

Kampsin  wind,  effects  of  the,  278,  294, 300, 

304*  331 
Kiosque,  a  Turkic  pleasure-house,  descrip* 

tion  of,  30 

Koehler,  General)  and  the  other  officers  of 
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the  Miffion  visit  the  Capitan  Pacha  on 

board  his  ship,  62 
Koehler,    General,  death  and  funeral   of, 

1^5,  200 
— — ,  Mrs.  dies  of  the  plague,  195 
Korin,  in  Egypt,  village  of>  295 

,  soil,  productions,  &c.  of  the  adjoining 

country,  296 

,  precious  stones  found  near,  297 

Kuchiik  Hussein,  high-admiral  of  the  Turk- 
ish fleet,  62 

f  origin  of,  ibid 

1  has  successfully  exerted  himself  to 

improve  the  Turkish  marine,  ibid 
Kymak,  method  of  preparing,  97 

Lahemgis  Bashi,  commandant  of  the  mi- 
ners, 227 

Launch  of  a  Turkish  seventy-four,  96 

Leake,  Captain,  sent  to  reconnoitre  the 
French,  190 

Leander,  tower  of,  fine  view  of  Constanti- 
nople from,  98 

Leghis,  light  cavalry  in  the  Turkish  army,240 

Lentisk-tree,  or  dendron-scinos,  whence  the 
gum  mastic  is  collected,  447 

Lepers,  hospital  for,  in  the  island  of  Scio,3  5  2, 
446,  452 

f  state  of  the  patients,  453 

Levant  Chiflick,  description  of  the  country 
and  soil  near,  20 

,  barrack  at,  for  the  English 

detachment,  19 

Limesol,  in  Cyprus,  description  of>  and  of 
the  adjacent  country,  x  16 

Lupine  cultivated  in  Egypt,  295 

Lydda,  town  of,  203,  204 

Mahmond  Reis  Efiendi,  character  of,  127 
Mahomed,  fete  in  commemoration  of  the 

birth  of  his  mother  '227 


Mahommedans,  oppressions  exercised  by,  on 
the  Christians,  27 

Mahramah,  head-dress  of  the  Turkish  wo- 
-    men,  23 

Mamaluke  Beys,  arrest  of  the,  by  the  Grand 
Vizier,  381 

»  masacre  of,  383 

Mamelukes,  origin,  costume,  8cc.  of  the,  242 

Marine,  remarks  on  the  present  state  of  the 
Turkish,  63 

Marriage,  celebration  of  a  Greek,  87 

Marriage  processions,  at  Cairo,  328- 

May-day,  celebration  of,  by  the  Greeks,  103 

Medical  art,  miserable  state  of,  in  Turkey,  245 

Medical  Journal,  or  account  of  the  diseases 
that  prevailed  among  the  Ottoman  and 
English  troops  in  Syria  and  Egypt — the 
pre-disposing  causes,  symptoms,  and 
cure,  483,  515 

Mekias,  or  Kilometer,  319 

Melons,  large,,  at  Jafia,  135 

Memnon,  fragment  of  a  colossal  statue  of,3  6a 

Memphis,  supposed  site  of,  337,  399 

Menouf,  canal  and  town  of,  353 

Meshtoule,  in  Egypt,  country  in  the  vici* 
nity  of,  305 

Messoudieh,  wells  of,  281 

Meteorological  Journal,  or  a  correct  state- 
ment of  the  thermometer,  winds,  ba- 
rometer, 8cc.  in  Turkey,  Asia,  Syria,  the 
Desert,  and  Egypt;  fi:om  June  1799, to 
March  1802,  549 

Metterhenna,  a  village  on  the  site  of  the  an^^ 
cient  Memphis,  399 

Mewliachs,  or  whirling  dervises^  84. 

Military  Mission,  sent  to  Turkey,  l 

,  names  of  oflicers  composing  the,  2 

f  ceremony  attending  their  introduc- 
tion to  the  Grand  Vizier,  7 

Millar,  Captain^  present  from,  the  Capitan 
Pacha  for  the  widow  of,  102 
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Mimosa  Nilotica,  346 

Minage,  account  of  this  singular  visual  de- 
ception, 383 
Mito,  inhabitants  of,  not  attacked  by  the 

plague«  t?9 
—— ,  cheapness  of  wine  at,  74 
Mokatam,  description  of  Mount,  351 
Mosque  of  Santa  Sophia  at  Constantinople, 

34>  54>  10  s 
Mosques  of  Constantinople,  interior  of,  105 
Muczins,  criers,  stationed  in  the  minarets  of 

the  mosques  to  call  the  people  to  pray,  1 3 
Mufti  of  Jerusalem,  visit  from,  160 
Mummies,  plain  of  the,  description  of  the 

catacombs  in  the,  337 
Mussulmen,  heads  of  decapitated,  placed  un- 

'  der  their  arm,  191 
Mustapha,  General,  alias  Campbell,  account 

of,  251 


Navy,  Turkish,   flag-ship  of  the  Capitan 

Pacha^  36 

,  little  encovdragement  to  the 

surgeons  of  the,  37 
,  want  of  strict  discipline  in 


the,  37 

Nightingale,  -notes  of  the,  heard  in  the  de« 
sert  of  Thcah,  284 

Nikj  Velocity  of  the  current  of  the,  124 

—  ->  subsiding  of  the  inundation  of  the,  386 

,  inundation  of,  349,  354 

-■  ■  ■,  voyage  on  the,  from  Cairo  to  Alex- 
andria, 353,408 

J  observBlions  on  the  rise  and  fall  of 

the,  in  xSoi,  402 

■  ■  '  ■,  mud  dqposited  by  the,  analysis  -et  the» 
407 

Nilometer,(kscript.  of  the,  at  Caino,  3 19^,402 
"    ,  French  inscription  on  thej  320 


Obelisk,  granite,  in  tlie  Atmeydan  at  Con- 
stantinople, 35 

Olives,  Mount  of,  167 

Olive-trees,  numerous  plantations  of,  near 
Gaza,  265 

Ophthalmia,    prevalence    of   this    disease, 

,  causes  thereof^  153,  317 

** -,  dissertation    on    the  causes, 

symptoms,  and  cure,  of  the  Ophthalmia 

of  Syria  and  Egypt,  538 
Ostriches,  mode  of  hunting  them,  414 

■     ,their  eggs  suspended  as  ornaments 

firom  the  roo&  of  the  mosques,  414 
Ottoman  Empire,  tradition  relative  to  the 

downfall  of  the,  233 
Ovid,  tower  of,  53 
Oxen,  of  a  small  size  in  Syria,  26^  > 

Pacha,  execution  of  a,  105 

Partridges,  Egyptian,  297 

Fatmos,  iriand  and  town  of,  description  of 
the,  112,  113 

■     '      ,  inhabited  exclusivdy  by  Greeks,  113 

Pear-trees,  prickly,  employed  as  fences  at 
Jafia,  135 

PhiUstines,  view  of  the  land  of  the,  154 

Pilgrims,  lake  of,  388 

Pillar,  burnt,  an  antique  cohimn  at  Constan- 
tinople, 35 

Plague,  the,  singular  mode  of  commuiicat- 
ing,  96 

i  many  persons  die  o^  at  Jaffis  137, 

143,  194 
,  symptoms  and  prediqK)9ing  causes 


of,  139 

— y  remarks  on,  202 
— ^  singular  fact  relative  to  the,  252 
-,  commonicated  by  means  of  a  pe- 


lice,  253 
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Plague,  indifference  of  the  Turks  to  the,  277 

^ ^  details  relative  to  the,  328, 383,  384, 

393>4ii>4i2,  487 
■"  frictions  with  warm  oil  recommend- 


ed for  prevention  and  cure  of  the»  487 

— ,  cases  of,  5 10 — 5 14 

— f  historical  journal  of,  details  relative 


to  the  causes,  symptoms,  cure,  &c.  of 
the,  516 

Plane-^ree,  immense,  at  Stancho,  1 14 

Police,  strict  regulations  to  prevent  frauds  in 
the  Bazars,  33 

,  wretched  state  of,  at  Constantinople, 

100 

Pompe/s  Pillar,  at  Alexandria,  359 

,  erected  in  honour  of  the 
Emperor  Domitian,  ibid 

Pontius  Pilate,  site  of  the  palace  of,  at  Jeru- 
salem, 156 

Procession,  grand,  on  the  opening  of  the 
Beyram  festival,  40 

,  of  General  Koehler,  and  the  of- 
ficer of  the  Mission  to  the  Porte,  6 

■  — ,  accompanying  the  sacred  carpet 


for  the  Caaba  at  Mecca,  382 
Prophecy,  traditional,  relative  to  the  down- 

fal  of  the  Ottoman  empire,  233 
Psorophthalmy,  an  endemic  disease  in  Syria, 

223  , 

,  causes  of,  ibid 
Punishment,  singular,  inflicted  upon  a  Turk 

for  an  assault,  94 
Pyramids  of  Gaza,  description  of,  321 

,  dimensions  of  the  chamber 

withinslde  one  of  them,  323 
Pyramids  of  Saccara,  337 

Quails,  abundance  of,  near  Gaza,  267 

Rackey,  a  spirituous  liquor^  2 1 7 


Ramah  of  Gilead,  252 
Ramazan,  or  Turkish  Lent,  86 

,  splendid  illumination  on  the  first 
night  of,  ibid 
Ramla,  ruins  of  the  tower  of  forty  martyrs 

near,  151 
— ,  Latin  convent  of,  ibid 

y  description  of  the  town  of,  ibid.  254 

Reis  Effendi,  character  of  the,  127,  141 
Rhodes,  city  of,  arsenal  at  the,  432 
— ,  beautiful  villages  in  the  neighbour- 
hood ofjt  432 

,  city  of,  428 

,  ancient  habitations  of  the  knights, 


ibid 

— ,  har&ours  of,  429 

— — ,  ancient,  ibid 


— ,  island,  description  of  the,  430 

— ,  state  of  cultivation  and  productions 

of*  43 » 

— ,  dress  of  the  Greek  inhabitants,  433 


Rice,  plantations  of,  in  Egypt,  355 
Rickets  very  common  in  Turkey,  48 
Rosetta,  description  of,  356,  413,  414 

■  ,  manufactures  of,  41 7 

— y  gardens  of,  ibid 

,  noxious  swampy  grounds  near,  418 

Rotterdam,  neatness  of  the  buildings  in,*50i 
Russian  captain,  singular  ceremonies  during 

an  entertainment  given  by  a,  89 
Ryahs,denomination  comprehending  Greeks, 

Armenians,  and  Franks,  27 

,  oppression  of,  ibid. 

Sabre,  exercise  of  the  Turkish  soldiers  with 

the,  137 
Sackars,  a  corps,  who  supply  die  Turkish 

army  with  water,  303 
Sailors,  Turkish,  a  turbulent  set  of  men,  64 
Santa  Sophia,  mosque  of,  at  Constantinople,3  5 
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Santa  Sophia^  history  and  description  of,  54 

St.  John's  day  celebrated  with  great  parade 
by  the  Greeks,  31 

Salahich,  description  of  the  country  and  in- 
habitants in  the  vicinity  of,  294 

f  entry  of  the  Grand  Vizier  into,  200 

— — ,  Arab  village  near,  291 

— — ,  fortress  of,  292 

■    ■,  inundations  near,  causes  of  the,  291 


Sampson,  porch  at  Gaza  whence  he  carried 

away  the  gates,  263 
Samsoongis  Bashi,  an  officer  of  the  Turkish 

army,  227 
iSanton,  humanity  and  good  sense  of  a  Turk- 
ish, 160 
Scio,  the  island  of,  441 
— — ,  dress  of  the  Greek  women  of,  442 
— ,  light-houses  of,  443 

>,  Greek  convent  at  Nehahmonee,  in,444 

-,  productions  of,  ibid.  450 

-,  gum  mastic,  447 

-,  state  of  cultivation,  and  populatIon,449 

-,  prevalent  diseases  in,  452 

',  town  of,  description  of  the,  450 

*,  promenade  on  the  sea-shore,  443,  447 

-,  exports  from,  450 

-,  port  of,  451 

-,  population,  ibid 

-,  Greek  churches,  452 


Selim  III.  Emperor  of  the  Turks,  is  extremely 
popular,  45 

« ,  has  introduced  many  salutary  in- 
novations, ibid 

■  — f  description  of  the  person  of,  46 


Seraglio,  or  palace  of  the  Sultan,  site  of,  13 
Seraskier,  an  officer  of  the  Turkish  anny,227 
Serenades  by  Greek  lovers  at  Buyukde^,  25 
Seven  Towers,  castle  of,  76 
Seymen  Bashi,  an  officer  of  the  Ottoman 

army,  227 
Sheicks,  Arab,  dress  of  the,  327 


Sherbet,  cooled  with  ice,  33 

Ships  of  war,  description  of  the  Sultan  Selim, 
the  Capitan  Pacha's  flag-«hip>  37 

-,  launch  of  a  Turkish,  96 

,  prayers  on  board  of,  104 

Shoe,  horse,  Turkish,  description  of,  22 

Shoubra  Shaabi,  productions  of  the  country 
in  the  vicinity  of,  309 

Sick,  neglect  of  the,  in  1  urkish  armies,  492 
,  means  used  by  the  Turks  for  trans- 
porting the,  492 

Sigaeum,  visit  to  the  ancient,  66 

',  marble  containing  a  curious  bas4«- 
lief,  and  celebrated  in  scripture,  obtain- 
ed there,  and  sent  to  England,  66 

Sion,  Mount,  161 

Slave-market,  at  Cairo,  351 

Slavery,  two  Englishmen  redeemed  from,  3 1 

Snow,  falls  of,  at  Constantinople  on  the  12th 
of  March,  93 

Soldiers,  Turkish,  pay  and  allowance  of  the, 
245 

Solomon,  temple  of  Turkish  mosque,  built 
on  the  site  of  the,  156 
,  pools  of,  162 

■',  garden  of,  163 

Sphynx,  the,  description  of,  324 

Stancho,  island  of,  beauty  and  fertility  of,i  ^4 

,  immense  plane-tree  in,  ibid. 

Stanco,  island  of,  or  the  ancient  Cos,  434 

,  town  of,  425 

,  population,  and  productions  of  the, 

435»  436 
Standard  of  the  Turkish  army,  23 1 

— — — i  consecration  of,  by  the  Mufri,  6 

Syria,  climate,  £ice  of  the  country,  soilf  and 

productions  of,  210 — 214,  222 

»  goats  and  sheep  of,  214 
f  horses  of,  215 

,  camels  and  hedgins,  ibid. 
,  abject  state  of  the  husbandmen,  2iB 
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Syria,  state  of  agriculture  in,  222 

,  diseases  of,  223 

y  salutary  temperature  of  the  air  of,  -225 

Syrians,  stature,  complexion,  dress,  and  cha- 
racter of,  217 

,  abstemiousness  of,  217 
Sugar-cane,  plantations  of,  in  Egypt,  355 
Sycamore-tree,  qualities  of  the  wood  of,  330 

Tacta-Tepens,  or  board-beatcrs,   a  sect  of 

Turkish  dervises,  85 
Talismans,  extraordinary  virtues  ascribed  to 

them  by  the  Turks,  233 
Tartars,employed  as  couriersby  theTurks,243 
Tartavan,  or  Turkish  palanquin,  256 
Temple,  subterraneous,  of  Piana,  at  Alex- 
andria, 422 
Threshing,  instead  of,  oxen,  &c.  employed 

to  tread  out  the  grain,  27 
Topgis  Bashi,  or  commandant  d{  artillery, 

200,  227 
Tourrah,  village  and  castle  of,  389 
Travelling  inTurkey  by  land,  remarks  on,83 
Troy,  description  of  the  plain  of,  67 
Tuff,  a  stone  employed  by  the  Arabs  for  the 

cure  of  the  mange  in  horses,  352 
Turkish  army,  principal  officers  of  the,  227 
,  cUfferent  casts  of  people  which 
compose  the,  229, 237 
Turkish  breakfast,  43 
—  fortresses,  remarks  on,  56 
— —  marine,  present  state  of,  63 
— ——  soldiers,  taught  to  practise  with  fir- 
ing red-hot  shot,  29 

,  sick  and  wounded,  attended 


by  the  English  surgeon,  39,  40 

— — ,  undisciplined  state  of  the. 
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,  pay  and  allowance  of  the,245 


Turkish  women,  dress,  manned,  &c.  of,  23 
Turkey,  remarks  on  the  mode  of  travelling 

in,  83 
Turks,  general  character  of  the,  244,  247 

Usury,  case  of,  decided  by  the  Grand  Vi- 
zier, 168 

Utrecht,  the  works  and  roads  of,  ^499 

Villages  near  Constantinople,  wretched  state 
of,  52 

Vintage  near  Chifiick  begun  on  the  4th  of 
September,  55 

Virgin  Mary,  sepulchre  of,  167 

Weather,  sudden  changes  of,  at  Constanti- 
nople, 78,  93,  98 

Wheat,  the  bearded  sort  principally  culti- 
vated in  Turkey,  27 

White,  Dr.  inoculates  himself  with  pesti- 
ferous matter,  and  falls  a  victim  to  the 
experunent,  518 

Winds,  efiect  of  the,  in  Egypt,  387 

Women,  Greek,  dress,  manners,  complexion, 
&c.  of,  24,  31,441 

— ,  Turkish,  dress  of,  23 

,  stain  their  nails  with  a 
deep  orange  colour,  24 

Wrestlers,  General  Koetler  entertained  with 
an  exhibition  of,  at  the  Pacb^  of  Chen- 
necally's,  iii 

Yebna,  254 

Tenecheri  Agassi,  generaUissimo  pf  the  Ja- 
nissaries, 237 

Tenecheri  Bashi,  an  officer  of  the  Turkish 
wntiY$  227 

Yourt,  Turkish  dish,  prepared  from  sour 
milk,  26 

Youzouf  Zia  Pacha^  Grand  Vb&er,  charac- 
ter oi^  126 
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In  Two  elegant  Volumes,  4to.  decorated  witli  a  great  Number  of  Vignettes,  together  with 

a  separate  Volume  of  large  Engravings,  by  the  first  Artists,  representing  tfie  principal 

Objects  and  Buildings  in  Parts,  from  beautiful  Drawings  made  under  tlie  Direction 

of  the  Author,  price  Six  Guineas  and  a  Half  in  boards, 

TRAVELS  in  GERMANY,  HOLLAND,   FLANDERS,  and  FRANCE,   to 

PARIS ;  with  numerous  Particulars,  relative  to  the  present  State  of  that  Capital ;  its 

Manners,  Characters,  Paintings,  Music,  1  heatres,  Gardens,  Institutions,  Architecture,  &Q. 

BY  THOMAS  HOLCROFT. 


III.— THE  LIFE  OF  GENERAL  WASHINGTON, 

From  bis  own  Manuscripts. 

MR.  PHILLIPS  respectfully  informs  the  Public,  that  he  has  entered  into  an  Engage- 
ment with  the  Family  ot  the  late  General  Washington,  to  publish,  in  London,  the  Me- 
moirs of  the  Life  of  that  great  Man,  drawn  up  from  his  own  Papers. 

The  Work  is  edited  by  mx,  Marshall,  Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States,  a  Gentleman 
eminent  for  his  talents,  and  who  was  intimately  acquainted  with  Washington  during  his 
Life;  and  it  will  be  revised  by  Judge  Washington,  the  Nephew  of  the  Genera^  his 
principal  Heir,  and  the  present  Possessor  of  his  Seat  at  Mo^nt  Vernon. 

It  will  extend  to  four  or  five  octavo  Volumes,  will  be  elegantly  printed*  and  be  suitably 
decorated  with  a  Portrait,  and  with  Views,  Maps,  and  Plans. 

As  such  a  Work  is  equally  interesting  to  Europe  and  America,  it  is  intended  that  the 
publication  should  take  place  in  London  and  Philadelphia  on  the  same  day  \  and  the  first 
volume  will  speedily  make  its  appearance. 

IV.~LADY  MARY  WORTLEY  MONTAGUE. 

In  six  Volumes,  elegantly  printed  in  thick  post  octavo,  price  Two  Guineas  in  boards,  and 
in  six  Volumes  demy  duodecimo,  price  Thirty  Shillings  in  boards,  decorated  with  Por- 
traits and  Fac  Similies, 

THE  WORKS  of  the  Right  Honourable  LADY  MARY  WORTLEY  MONTAGU, 
now  first  published,  by  Permission,  from  the  original  Manuscripts  $  no  part  of  which  have 
hitherto  been  printed,  excepting  an  imperfect  copy  of  the  Letters^om  Constantinople. 

These  volumes  will  contain  her  Ladyship's  Correspondence  at  different  periods  of  her 
Life,  viz.  J.  Before  her  Marriage,  in  1712.  S.  During  Mr.  Wortley's  Embassy  to  Con- 
stantinople, from  1716  to  1718.  3.  With  her  sister,  the  Countess  of  Mar,  while  resident  at 
Twickenham,  between  1720  and  1735.  4.  With  Mr.  Wortley,  and  her  Daughter,  the  late 
Countess  of  Bute,  during  her  residence  in  France  and  Italy,  between  the  years  17395c  1762. 
Interspersed  with  Letters  hitherto  unpublished,  from  Pope,  Young,  Fielding,  and 
other  distinguished  Characters.  They  will  also  include  Original  Poems  and  Essays,  in 
French  and  English,  by  her  Ladyship  \  and  to  the  whale  will  be  prefixed  authentic  Me» 
moirs  of  her  Life.  ■ 

v.— PRACTICAL  AGRICULTURE. 

\fi  One  large  4to  Volume,  illustrated  with  upwards  of  Fifty  Engravings,  representing  the 

various  kinds  of  Jn^lements  and  other  Machinery  adapted  to  the  most  improTedMe* 

thod&  of  Cultivation,  Price  Two  Guineas  and  a  Half  in  boards, 

A  COMPLETE  SYSTEM  of  PRACTICAL  AGRICULTURE,  mcluding  aU  the 

modem  Improvements  and  Discoveries,  in  i^hich  the  Principles  of  Chemistry  are  applied 

in  explanation  of  the  Nature  and  Composition  of  Soils  and  Manures,  or  the  Food  of  Plants ; 

and  those  of  other  Sciences  in  the  breeding,  rearing,  and  fattening  of  different  sorts  of  Live 

Stock ;  the  whole  intended  to  combine  and  explain  fully  and  completely  the  Principles  and 

Practice  of  the  Art  of  Husbandry. 

BY  R.  W.  DICKSON,  M.  D.  of  Hendon,  m  RGddlesex. 
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